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THIS  volume  brings  the  Hiftory  of  the  Sufferings  of 
the  Puritans  down  to  its  period;*  for  though  the 
[trot  eft  ant  diffenters  have  hnce  complained  of  feveral  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  difcouragements,  yet  mod  of  the  penal 
laws  have  been  fufpended;  the  profccutions  of  th ef/iiri- 
iual  courts  have  been  confiderably  reftrained  by  the  kind 
interpofition  of  the  civil  powers,  and  liberty  of  confci- 
ence  enjoyed  without  the  hazard  of  fines,  imprifonments, 
and  other  terrors  of  this  world. 

The  times  now  in  review  were  ftormy  and  boifterous; 
upon  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  the  conftitution  was 
diffolved  :  the  men  at  the  helm  had  no  legal  authority  to 
change  the  government  into  a  commonwealth ,  the  pro- 
te&orrhip  of  Cromwell  was  an  ufurjiationy  becaufe  grafted 
only  on  the  military  power,  and  fo  were  all  the  misfhapen 
forms  into  which  the  adminiftration  was  call  till  the 
reftoration  of  the  king.  In  order  to  pafs  a  right  judg¬ 
ment  upon  thefe  extraordinary  revolutions,  the  temper 
and  circumftances  of  the  nation  are  to  be  duly  con- 
fidered;  for  thofe  a£tions  which  in  fome  circumftances 
are  jughly  criminal,  may  in  a  different  fituation  of  affairs 
become  neceflary.  The  parties  engaged  in  the  civil  wars 
were  yet  living,  and  their  refentments  againft  each  other 
fo  much  inflamed,  as  to  cut  off  all  hopes  of  a  reconci¬ 
liation;  each  dreaded  the  other’s  fuccefs,  well  knowing 
they  muft  fall  a  facrifice  to  thofe  who  lhould  prevail.  All 
prefent  views  of  the  king’s  recovering  his  father’s  throne 

*  The  reader  will  obferve  that  the  period  here  referred  to  is  the  paffing 
the  ad  of  toleration ,  with  which  Mr.  Neal' s  Fourth  volume  concludes,. 
But  the  additions  to  the  original  work,  by  notes  and  fupplements  in  this 
edition,  have  neceffarily  extended  it  to  a  Fifth  volume,  which  comprehends 
the  Author’s  two  laft  chapters,  the  papers  that  form  the  Appendix  to  each 
of  his  volumes,  and  other  papers,  Ed. 
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were  defeated  at  the  battle  of  Worcefter,  the  loyalifts 
being  then  entirely  broken  and  difperfed;  fo  that  if  fome 
'  ,  extraordinary  genius  as  Cromwell’ s  had  not  under- 
taken  to  fteer  the  nation  through  the  florin,  it  had  not 
been  poffible  to  hold  the  government  together  till  Provi- 

i  °?en  ?  wa/,f°r  reftoring  the  conftitution, 
and  leuling  it  on  its  legal  balls. 

The  various  forms  of  government  (if  they  deferve  that 
name)  which  the  officers  of  the  army  introduced  after 
the  death  ot  Cromwell,  made  the  nation  fick  of  their 
frenzies,  and  turned  their  eyes  towards  their  baniffied 
iovereign;  whofe  reiteration,  after  all,  could  not  be  ac- 
complilhed  without  great  imprudence  on  one  part,  and 
the  molt  artful  diffimulation  on  the  other.  The  Prefby- 
tenaus,  like  weak  politicians,  furrendered  at  difcretion. 
and  parted  with  their  power  on  no  other  fecurity  than 
the  royal  word,  for  which  they  have  been  fufficientlv 
reproached;  though  I  am  of  opinion,  that,  if  the  kin^ 
had  been  brought  in  by  a  treaty,  the  fucceedinv  oarlia- 
ment  would  have  fet  it  alide.  On  the  other  hand,  nothin?- 
can  be  more  notorious  than  the  deep  hypocrify  of  yenc- 
ral  Monk,  and  the  folemn  affurances  given  by  the  biffiops 
and  other  loyalifts,  and  even  by  the  king  himfelf,  of 
burying  all  paft  offences  under  the  foundation  of  the 

Reiteration;  but  when  they  were  lifted  into  the  faddle, 
the  hafte  they  made  to  ffiew  how  little  they  meant  by 
their  promifes,  exceeded  the  rules  of  decency  as  well  as 
honour.  Nothing  would  fatisiy,  till  their  adverfaries 
were  difarmed,  and  in  a  manner  deprived  of  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  government ;  the  terms  of  conformity  were 
made  narrowef  and  more  exceptionable  than  before  the 
civil  wars,  the  penal  laws  were  rigoroufiy  executed,  and 
new  ones  framed  almoft  every  feflions  of  parliament  for 
fcveral  fucceffive  years;  the  non-conformift  minifters 
were  baniffied  five  miles  from  all  the  corporations  in 
England,  and  their  people  fold  for  fums  of  money  to 
carry  on  the  king’s  unlawful  pleafures,  and  to  bribe  the 
nation  into  popery  and  llavery;  till  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  awakened  at  laft  with  a  fenfe  of  the  threatening 
danger,  grew  intractable,  and  was  therefore  diffolved. 

His 
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His  majefty, having  in  vain  attempted  feveral  other  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  determined  fome  time  before 
his  death  to  change  the  conftitution,  and  govern  by  his 
fovereign  will  and  pleafure;  that  the  mifchiefs,  which 
could  not  be  brought  upon  the  nation  by  confent  of 
parliament,  might  be  introduced  under  the  wing  of  the 
prerogative;  but  the  Roman  catholicks ,  not  fatisfied  with 
the  flow  proceedings  of  a  difguifed  Protejlant ,  or  appre¬ 
hending  that  the  difcontents  of  the  people  and  his  own 
love  of  eafe  might  induce  him  fome  time  or  other  to 
change  meafures,  refolved  to  have  a  prince  of  their  own 
religion,  and  more  fanguine  principles,  on  the  throne, 
which  haftened  the  crifis  of  the  nation,  and  brought  for¬ 
ward  that  glorious  revolution  of  king  William 
and  queen  Mary,  which  put  a  final  period  to  all  their 
projects. 

The  nature  of  my  defign  does  not  admit  of  a  large  and 
particular  relation  of  all  the  civil  tranfa&ions  or  thefe 
times,  but  only  of  fuch  a  fummary  as  may  give  light  to 
the  affairs  of  religion;  and  I  could  have  wiflied  that  the 
memory  of  both  had  been  entirely  blotted  out  of  the  re¬ 
cords  of  time,  if  the  animofities  of  the  feveral  parties,  and 
their  unchriftian  principles,  had  been  buried  wfith  them; 
but  as  the  remembering  them  may  be  a  warning  to  pofte- 
rity,  it  ought  to  give  no  offence  to  any  denomination  of 
chriftians  of  the  prefent  age,  who  are  no  ways  anfwerable 
tor  the  conduct  of  their  anceftors,  nor  can  otherwife  fhare 
in  a  cenfure  of  it,  than  as  they  maintain  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  imitate  the  fame  unchriftian  behaviour.  At 
the  end  of  each  year  I  have  added  the  chara&ers  of  the 
principal  non-conformift  minifters  as  they  died,  partly  from 
the  hiftorians  of  thofe  times,  but  chiefly  from  the  writings 
of  the  late  reverend  doctor  Calamy ,  whofe  integrity,  mode¬ 
ration,  and  induftry,  deferve  a  peculiar  commendation. 
My  defign  was  to  preferve  the  memory  of  the  reverend 
affembly  of  divines  at  Weftminjler ,  as  well  as  of  the  little 
army  of  confeJforsy  who  afterwards  buffered  fo  deeply  in 
the  caule  of  non-conformity . 

In  palling  a  judgment  on  the  feveral  parties  in  church 
and  ftate  jhave  carefully  diftinguilhedbetween  thofe  who 
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went  into  all  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  the  court,  and  fuch 
as  flood  firm  by  th efirotejlant  religion  and  the  liberties  of  their 
country-  for  it  mult  be  allowed,  that  in  the  reign  of  kin«- 
Lttar.es  II.  there  were  even  among  the  clergy  fome'of  the 
worfl  as  well  as  bed  of  men,  as  will  appear  to  a  demon- 
nration  m  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory ;  but  1  defire  no  greater 
ftrefs  may  be  laid  upon  fuels  or  characters  than  the  quality 
of  the ■vouchers :  in  the  margin  will  fupport.  Where  theft 
have  been  differently  related,  I  have  relied  on  the  belt 
authorities,  and  fometimes  reported  from  both  Tides,  leav¬ 
ing  the  reader  to  choofe  for  hirafelf:  for  if fatts  are  fairly 
repiefented,  the  hiltorian  is  difebarged.  I  am  not  fo  vain 
as  to  imagine  this  hiftory  free  frome  rrors;  but  if  any  mif- 
takes  of  confequence  are  made  to  appear,  thev  fhall  be 
acknowledged  with  thankfulnefs  to  thofe  who  lhall  point 
them  out  in  a  civil  and  friendly  manner ;  and  as  I  aim  at 
nothing  but  truth,  I  fee  no  reafon  to  engage  in  a  warm 
defence  of  any  parties  of  chriftians  who  pafs  before  us  in 
review,  but  leave  their  conduct  to  the  cenfure  of  the 
world.  Some  few  remarks  of  my  own  are  here  and  there 
mterfperfed,  which  the  reader  will  receive  according  as 
he  apprehends  them  to  follow  from  the  premifes;  but  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  when  he  has  carefully  perufed  the 
Several  volumes  of  this  hiltory,  he  will  agree  with  me  in 
the  following  conclufions:  ■ 

hirft.  That  uniformity  of fentiments  in  religion  is  not  to 
le '  attained  among  chriftians ;  nor  will  a  comprehension 
within  an  ejlablijhment  be  of  jervice  to  the  canje  of  truth  and 
iferty  without  a  toleration  of  all  other  dutiful JubjeRs. 
Wife  and  good  men,  after  their  moft  diligent  learches 
after  truth,  have  feen  things  in  a  different  light,  which 
is  not  to  be  avoided  as  long  as  they  have  liberty  to  judge 
tor  themfelves.  If-  Ckrift  had  appointed  an'  infallible 
judge  upon  earth;  or  men  were  to  be  determined  by  an 
implicit  faith  in  their  fuperiors,  there  would  be  an  end  of 
fuch  differences;  but  all  the  engines  of  human  policy  that 
have  been  fet  at  work  to  obtain  it  have  hitherto  failed  of 
iuccefs.  Subfcriptions,  and  a  variety  of  oaths  and  other 
teffs,  have  occafioned  great  mifehiefs  to  the  church;  by 
tne.e  means  men  of  weak  morals,  and  ambitious  views 
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have  been  raifed  to  the  higheft  preferments,  while  others 
of  dricter  virtue,  and  fuperior  talents,  have  been  negle&ed 
and  laid  afide;  and  fiower  has  been  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  thofe  who  have  ufed  it  in  an  unchridian  manner,  to 
force  men  to  an  agreement  in  founds  and  outward  appear¬ 
ances,  contrary  to  the  true  convi&ion  and  fenfe  of  their 
minds;  and  thus  a  lading  reproach  has  been  brought  on 
the  chriftian  name,  and  on  the  genuine  principles  of  a 
protedant  church. 

adly.  All  parties  of  chriftians,  when  in  fiower ,  have  been 
guilty  of  perfection  for  confcience  fake.  The  annals  of  the 
church  are  a  mod  melancholy  demondration  of  this  truth. 
Let  the  reader  call  to  mind  the  bloody  proceedings  of 
the popifh  bijliops  in  queen  Mary’s  reign;  and  the  account 
that  has  been  given  of  the  Star  Chamber  and  High  Com - 
miffion  Court  in  later  times;  what  numbers  of  ufeful  mini- 
ders  have  been  fequedered,  imprifoned,  and  their  families 
reduced  to  poverty  and  difgrace,  for  refufing  to  wear  a 
white  furplice ,  or  to  comply  with  a  few  indifferent  ceremonies ! 
What  havock  did  the  Prefbyterians  make  with  their  cove¬ 
nant  uniformity;  their  jure  divino  difcipline,  and  their 
rigid  prohibition  of  reading  the  old  fervice  book.  And 
though  the  Independants  had  a  better  notion  of  the  rights 
of  confcience,  how  defective  was  their  indrument  of 
government  under  Cromwell!  how  arbitrary  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  their  tryers !  how  narrow  their  lid  of  fundamentals  i 
and  how  fevere  their  redraints  of  the  prefs !  And  though 
the  rigorous  proceedings  of  the  Puritans  of  this  age  did 
by  no  means  rival  thofe  of  the  prelates  before  and  after 
the  civil  wars,  yet  they  are  fo  many  fpecies  of  perfecu* 
tion,  and  not  to  bejudided  even  by  the  confufion  of  the 
times  in  which  they  were  afted. 

jdly-  It  is  unfafe  and  dangerous  to  intruft  any  fort  of 
clergy  with  the  fiower  of  the  fword ;  for  our  .Saviour’s  king^- 
dom  is  not  of  this  world,  if  it  were  (fays  he)  then  would  my 
fervants  fight ,  but  now  is  my  kingdom  not  from  hence.  The 
church  and  date  lhould  dand  on  a  didintl  bads,  and  their 
jurifdiction  be  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  their  crimes; 
thofe  of  the  church  purely  fpirituaf  and  thofe  of  the  date 
purely  civil ;  as  the  king  is  fupreme  in  the  date.,  he  is  alfo 
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former  ages  fir  ft  affumed  the  fecular  power,  it  not  only 
rivalled  the  ftate,  but  in  a  little  time  lifted  up  its  head 
above  emperors  and  kings,  and  all  the  potentates  of  the  earth : 
the  thunder  of  its  anathemas  was  heard  in  all  nations, 
and  in  her  Jhrts  was  found  the  blood  of  the  prophets  and  faints , 
and  of  all  that  were  fain  upon  the  earth.  And  whenever  it 
recovers  the  wound  that  was  given  it  at  the  Reformation, 
it  will  undoubtedly  refume  the  fame  abfolute  coercive 
dominion  It  is  therefore  the  intereft  of  all  fovereign 
princes  to  keep  their  clergy  within  the  limits  that  Chrift 
ias  prefer ibed  them  in  the  New  Teftament ,  and  not  to 
trud  them  with  the  power  of  inflitting  corporal  pains 
or  penalties  on  their  iubjedts,  which  have  no  relation  to 
the  chiifhan  methods  ol  converfion, 

.  Reformation  of  religion ,  or  a  redrefs  of  grievances 

in  the  chui/  c  n,  has  not  in  fad  arifen from  the  clergy.  I  would 
not  be  thought  to  reflefl  upon  that  venerable  order ,  which 
is  ot  great  ufefulnefs,  and  deferved  honour,  when  the 
ends  of  its  inftitution  are  purfued;  but  fo  ft  range  has  been 
the  infatuation,  fo  inchanting  the  luft  of  dominion,  and 
the  charms  oi  riches  and  honour,  that  the  propagation 
of  piety  and  virtue  has  been  very  much  neglected,  and 
little  elfe  thought  of  but  how  they  might  rife  higher  in 
the  authority  and  grandeur  of  this  world,  and  fortify  their 
ftrong  holds  againft  all  that  fhould  attack  them.  In  the 
dawn  of  the  reformation  the  clergy  maintained  the  pope's 
fupremacy  againft  the  king,  till  they  were  caft  in  a  pramu - 
mre.  In  the  reign  ot  queen  Elizabeth  there  was  but  one 
of  the  whole  bench  who  would  join  in  the  confecration 
of  a proteftant  bijhop ,  and  when  the  reformation  was  eftab- 
lifhed,  how  cruelly  did  thof t proteftant  bifhops ,  who  them- 
felves  had  fuffered  for  religion,  vex  the  Puritans,  becaufe 
they  could  not  come  up  to  their  ftandard !  How  unfriendly 
did  they  behave  at  the  Hampton-court  conference!  At 
the  rejloration  of  king  Charles  II.  and  at  the  late  revolution 
of  King  William  and  queen  Mary!  when  the  moft  folemn 
promiles  were  broken,  and  the  moft  hopeful  opportunity 
sft  accommodating  differences  among  proteftants  loft,  by 
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the  perverfenefs  of  the  clergy  towards  thofe  very  men 
who  had  faved  them  from  ruin.  So  little  ground  is  there 
to  hope  for  an  union  among  chriftians,  or  the  propa¬ 
gation  of  truth,  peace,  and  charity,  from  councils ,  fynods, 
"general  ajjembltes ,  or  convocations  of  the  clergy  of  any  fort 
whatfoever. 

^thly.  Upon  thefe  principles,  it  is  evident  that  free * 
dom  of  religion ,  in  fub  or  dination  to  the  civil  power,  is  for  the 
benefit  of  fociety,  and  no  ways  inconffent  with  a  publick  eflab- 
Ufnrneni .  The  king  may  create  dignitaries ,  and  give  fuffi- 
cient  encouragement  to  thofe  of  the  publick  religion,  without 
invading  the  liberties  of  his  diflenting  fubjedts.  If  reli¬ 
gious  eftablifhments  were  (tripped  of  their  judicial  procefjes 
and  civil  jur if diEtion,  no  harm  could  be  feared  from  them. 
And  as  his  majefty  is  defender  of  the  faith  in  Scotland  as 
well  as  England,  and  equally  the  guardian  of  both  churches , 
he  will,no  doubt,hold  the  balance,  and  prevent  either  from 
riling  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  greatnefs  as  to  acf  independantly 
on  the  ftate,  or  become  formidable  and  oppreffive  to  their 
neighbours ;  the  tormer  would  create  impermm  in  impeno ; 
and  there  is  but  one ftep  between  the  church' s  being  indejiendant 
on  the  state,  and  the  state  becoming  defendant  on  the 
church.  Befides,  as  freedom  of  religion  is  for  the  true 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  it  is  no  lefs  for  the 
fervice  of  the  community ;  for  the  example  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  nations  may  convince  us,  that  uniformity  in  the 
church  zvill  always  be  attended  with  abfolute  and  defpotick 
/ tower  in  the  state.  The  meetings  of  difenting [irotefants 
were  formerly  called  feditious ,  becaufe  the  peace  of  the 
publick  was  falfly  fuppofed  to  confift  in  uniformity  of  wor- 
flii[r,  but  long  experience  has  taught  us  the  contrary  ; 
for,  though  the  non-conformi/ls  in  thofe  times  gave  no  dis¬ 
turbance  to  the  adminillration,  the  nation  was  far  from 
being  at  peace;  but  when  things  came  to  acrilis,  their 
joining  with  the  church,  againft  a  corrupt  court  and 
miniftry,  faved  the  religion  and  liberties  of  the  nation. 
It  mull  therefore  be  the  interelt  of  a  free  people  to  fup- 
port  and  encourage  liberty  of  confcience,  and  not  to 
•fuffer  any  one  great  and  powerful  religious  body  to  op- 
prefs,  devour,  and  fwallow  up  the  reft. 

Finally, 
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Finally,  When Jirotefant  dijenters  recalled  the  bufferings  of 
them  fathers  m  the  lajl  age  for  the  freedom  of  their  fonfciencei 
iet  them  he  thankful  that  their  lot  is  cafl  in  more  fettled  times. 
Hie  liberties  of  England  are  the  price  of  a  great  deal  of 
blood  and  treafure;  wide  breaches  were  made  in  the 
conftitution  in  the  four  reigns  of  the  male  line  of  the 
tuarts;  perfecuti  onand  arbitrary  power  went  hand  in 
band;  the  conftitution  was  often  in  convullive  agonies 
when  the  patrons  of  liberty  appeared  boldly  in  the  noble 
£!uie’  and  Lcrificed  their  eftates  and  lives  In  its  defence. 

1  he  Puritans  flood  firm  by  the  JiroteJlant  religion,  and  by  the 
liberties  of  their  country  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  II 
and  king  James  II.  and  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
from  all  their  batteries,  without  moving  fedition,  or 
taking  advantage  of  their  Jierfecutors,  when  it  was  after¬ 
wards  in  their  power.  Some  amendments,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  are  ftill  wanting  to  fettle  the  caufe  of  liberty  on 
a  more  equal  bafis,  and  to  deliver  wife  and  good  men 
from  the  fetters  ot  oaths ,  fubjcrijittons ,  and  religious  tefts  of 
all Joits,  But  whether  fuch  deiirable  bleihngs  are  in  re- 
ferve  for  this  nation,  muft  be  left  to  the  determination  of 
an  all-wife  providence.  In  the  mean  time,  may  JiroteJlant 
dijenters  exprefs  their  gratitude  for  the  protection  and 
eafe  they  enjoy  at  prefent,  by  an  undiffembled  piety 
tovvards  God!  By  a  firm  and  unfliaken  loyalty  to  his 
majeity  s  perfon,  and  wife  adminiftrafion !  By  avoiding 
every  thing  that  tends  to  perfecution  or  eenforioufnefs 
for  mere  differences  in  religion!  and  by  the  integrity  of 
their  own  lives  and  manners!  And  while  they  think  it 
their  duty  to  feparate  from  the  national  eftablifhment ,  may 
they  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  the  exercife  of  all  focial 
virtues,  and  ftand  faft  in  the  liberty  wherewith  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  has  made  them  free!  By  fuch  a  conduct 
they  will  preferve  their  characters  with  all  fober  perfons, 
and  will  tranimit  the  bleftings  of  the  prefent  age  to  their 
Jateft  pofterity. 

DANIEL  NEAL 

London,  March  i,  1737-8. 
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THE  volume  of  Mr.  Neal's  “  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans” 
now  prefented  to  the  publick,  helides  tlie  additions 
made  to  it  in  the  form  of  Notes,  is  confiderably  enlarged 
by  Supplements  to  the  different  chapters,  ilhefe  com¬ 
prize  the  continued  hiftory  ol  the  Englifh  Baptists 
and  Quakers;  and  furnifli  the  reader  with  the  fub- 
ftance  of  Mr.  Crofbf  s  hiftory  of  the  former,  and  a  full 
abftraft  of  Mr.  Gough’s,  work  concerning  the  latter  Se£L 
The  Editor  hopes,  that  in  this  part  of  his  undertaking  he 
has  not  only  done  juftice,  and  fhewed  refpeft,  to  two 
denominations  who,  in  the  laft  century,  were  treated 
neither  with  humanity  or  equity,  but  affrdedthe  reader 
information  and  entertainment. 

Where  he  has  feen  reafon  to  animadvert  on  and  cor- 
re£t  Mr.  Neal,  it  were  fufficientto  reft  his  juftification  on 
the  plea  of  impartiality  and  the  love  of  truth.  But  to 
the  honour  of  his  author  he  can  add,  he  has  only  done 
what  was  wilhedby  him;  who,  in  his  preface  to  the  firft 
volume  has  faid,*  “  I  fliall  be  always  thankful  to  any 
“  that  will  convince  me  of  my  miftakes  in  a  friendly  man- 
“  ner;”  and  in  that  to  the  third  volume  has  more  fully 
exprefled  himfelf  in  this  manner:  “  In  hiftorical  debates, 
“  nothing  is  to  be  received  on  trujl,  but  falls  are  to  be 
“  be  examined,  and  a  judgment  formed  upon  the  autho- 
“  rity  by  which  thofe  falls  are  fupported ;  by  this  method 
we  fliall  arrive  at  truth,  and  if  it  fliall  appear  that,  in 
«  the  courfe  of  this  long  hiftory,  there  are  any  confider- 
<c  able  miftakes,  the  world  may  be  allured,  i  will  take 
f‘  the  firft  opportunity  to  retraft  or  amend  them.’’t 


*  P.  xiv,  t  P.  xxiv,  xxv. 
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THE  editor’s  ADVERTISEMENT. 

,;i;hefE?'t-.  can  declare,  that  it  has  been  his  own  aim 
,  (u11  Juii,ce  to  the  fefts  and  charafters  of  thofe  who 

w,  1,1  this  work,  come  before  him  in  review  and  he 

Ms  dechraational  ffe]f to  prove  the  fincerity  of 

mak  n  r  t  i  He  fcarcdy  would  have  thought  of 

taking  this  appeal,  it  in  an  earlv  ftage  of  his  under 

.a.s.mg  it  had  not  been  infinuated,  that  k  was  his  defw„ 
o  make  ^ tms  work  a  vehicle  for  conveying  particular 
opinions  in  tneology,  and  that  his  own  fcntiments  made 
turn  an  untifperfon  tor  the  talk.  He  lias,  indeed  fenti 

worth  v  1  ,S  °WI] ;  but  he  Can  ^Hniate  goodnefs  and 

bis  Own  rrr  tbe>-  arek>u.nd-  He  has  Sentiments  of 
*v  OW"»  but  he  reJOICes  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  a  difno- 
u  ion  to  grant  to  others  a  full  liberty  to  avow,  defend 
ddiemmate  their  lentiments,  though  oppofite  to  his 
§lve  them  the  Praife  due  to  their  abilities 


It  is  a  pleafure  to  him,  that  the  examination  of  the 
ui  iters,  who  hate  cenfured  Mr.  Neal  with  feveritv  has 
eventually  elfablifhed  the  authenticity  of  the  tudory*  and 
uie  candour  and  impartiality  of  the  author,  in  all  the 
mam  parts  of  his  work.  It  refieSts  high  and  lading  ho- 
nour  on  tms  ecclehalfical  hidory,  that  if  the  author  were 
convicted  by  a  IVarburton ,  a  Maddox,  and  a  Grey,  of 
partiality,  it  could  be  only  fuch  a  partiality  as  might  arife 
from  a  zeal  againlf  tyrants  and  oppreffors.  The  work 
has,  on  the  whole,  a  liberal  caff ;  it  is  on  the  fide  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty;  it  is  in  favour  of  the  rights  of 
^.HgUfhmen,  againlf  unconffitutional  prerogative;  it  is  in 
favour  of  the  rights  of  confcmue,  againft  an  imperious  and 
persecuting  hierarchy,  whether  ekijcohal  or  firejbyterian it 
ts  in  favour  of  the  great  intereffs  of  mankind;  and,  to 
adopt  the  words  of  a  mod  able  and  liberal  writer;*  “  A 
4  hiflory  that  is  written  without  any  regard  to  the  chief 
“  privileges  of  human  nature,  and  without  feelings,  efpe- 
*!  cially  of  the  moral  kind,  mud  lofe  a  confiderable  part 
u  of  its  indru£tion  and  energy.” 

.  *  . . .  bb  _  volume  of  the  2d  edition  of  the  Bio 

praphia  Bntanmca,  p,  zi. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


From  the  Death  of  King  Charles  I.  to  the  Coronation  of 

King  Charles  II.  in  Scotland . 

THE  monarchy  turned  into  a  commonwealth.  Remarks.  Op- 
pofed  by  the  levellers,  and  by  the  Scots.  Cromwell  reduces 
Ireland :  his  rapid  fuccefs.  Summary  account  of  the  ftate  of  Ireland. 
Conduft  of  the  prefbyterians  towards  the  new  government.  Cromwell 
and  the  army  petition  for  a  toleration.  The  engagement  enforced  : 
to  be  taken  by  the  whole  nation:  the  prefbyterians  refute  it.  Oava- 
liers  and  fe&arians  take  the  oath.  Reafons  againft  it  and  tor  it. 
Meafures  of  the  parliament  to  fupport  their  authority.  Scots  decla¬ 
ration  againft  the  Englifti.  Parliament  vindicate  their  proceedings. 
Scots  treaty  with  the  king  in  Holland.  They  will  include  the  Englifti 
prefbyterians.  Augmentation  of  the  poor  livings  by  tithes  and  hilt- 
fruits.  '  Prefbyterian  government  eftabliftied.  Propagation  of  the 
2;ofpel  in  Wales  and  in  Ireland.  A  corporation  for  the  propagation 
'of  the  gofpel  among  the  Indians.  Ordinances  againft  feditious  libels 
Minifters  forbid  to  meddle  in  politicks.  Remarks.  .  Marquis  ot 
Montague  executed.  Conditions  of  the  Scots  treaty  with  the  King. 
He  arrives  in  Scotland.  Cromwell  marches  againft  the  Scots.  Battle 
of  Dunbar.  Scots  minifters  invited  to  return  to  their  churches.  % 
Cromwell's  letter  to  the  governorof  the  caftle.  Scots  minifters  reply. 
Cromwell's  anfwer.  The  governor’s  complaint.  Cromwell' o  reply. 
Remarks.  Proceedings  againft  the  prefbyterians  in  England.  Crom¬ 
well  chofen  chancellor  of  Oxford.  Penal  laws  taken  away.  Oi di- 
nances  againft  vice  and  profanenefs;  againft  blafphemous  opinions; 
for  ftridt  obfervation  of  the  fabbath;  for  maintenance  offuch  Clergy¬ 
men  belonging  to  cathedrals  whofe  offices  were  abolifhed.  Laws  to 
be  tranflated  into  Englifti.  Rife  of  the  quakers^  and  of  George  Fc\  . 
he  is  joined  by  others.  They  are  firft  called  quakers ;  their  beha¬ 
viour;  their  doctrines. 

A  SUPPLEMENT. 

The  quakers  called  Friends ,  and  the  grounds  of  the  name.  Rife 
of  the  Muggktonians ,  and  hiftory  of  Lodowick  Mugglcton . 

CHAPTER 


xvj 


THE  CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER  II. 

From  the  Coronation  of  King  Charles  II.  in  Scotland,  to  the 

Prote<ftorfhip  of  Oliver  Cromwell 

Coronation  of"  kinor  CIjcivIpk  p-ix  *.1 
ration.  Remarks.  Prefbyter  an  plot  Ah-  / ^  covenant  and  a  decla- 

r^^*z^SESS» 

Egnh  com^ffioners  fettle  liberty  of  confidence  in  h  "kingdom' 
i  he  kirk  infulted.  State  of  Scotland  a  a  ;  Y  ngac>in. 

new  counfel  of  Pate.  Death  of  Lt.  Gen!  1  reton,  of  M  ™E 0f 

Petirin  ^'  ft  gP  ancT  ^r-  ^Vilfon.  Low  terms  of  conformity 
*  etition  again  ft  tithes.  Attempts  to  regulate  law-fuits.  ProDatratinn 

tV  Dutch*  O  Wa,IeKS'  State  °f  the"  common  wealth.  War  with 

-  Dutch.  Quarrel  between  the  parliament  and  army.  Remarks 

t;JLatf  ^°Ut  3  °.f  g°verntnent.  Cromwell's  ambitious’ 

"'ouned  olalC  rf°]Veft  t  le-  lTS  parhament>  and  difauffis  the 
„  ,  f  il  r  '  Chara^ter  of  the  commonwealth.  Remarks  on 

‘  r  char‘Se  of  government.  Cromwell  and  the  council  of  officers 

at  fume  the  government.  The  little  parliament ;  their  proceeding 

...be.  .  v  of  conicience.  Ordinance  for  marriages.  Oliver  Cromwell 

declared  protector  by  a  council  of  officers,  Abftracft  of  the  new 

mftrument  of  government.  New  model  of  a  parliament.  Articled 

relating  to  religion.  Inftalment  of  the  protestor.  Remarks  on  the 

mftrument  of  government.  Epifcopalians  tolerated.  Protector’s 

council.  State  of  the  preibyterians.  Copies  of  Teftimonials.  Affo- 

VatJ0n  oi  tf‘e  uamifters  in  the  country,  not  countenanced  by  the 

London  preibyterians.  The  death  of  Dr.  George  Gouge ,  and  of 

CHAPTER  III. 

From  the  Beginning  of  the  Protetforlhip  oi  Oliver  Cromwell 

to  his  Death. 

^  * 

.  tftel  t^e  natlpn‘  rhe  proteffor  gives  peace  to  the  Dutch 
His  high  reputation  among  foreign  nations.  French  ambaffador’s 
Speech.  I  he  protector’s  domefdck  enemies;  of  the  cavaliers,  the 
preibyterians,  and  the  republicans.  His  friends.  Remarks.  Scot- 
jand  and  Ireland,  incorporated  with  England.  Plot  of  the  royalifts. 

;  ortugueze  ambafador’s  brother  executed.  A  new  parliament.  The 
protedtor’s  Pate:  his  fpeecb.  Proceedings  of  the  houfe.  ProteHor’s 
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fpcech.  The  recognition.  The  protestor  difiblves  the  parliament.* 
Plot  of  the  republicans  and  of  the  royalids:  the  protestor's  vigilance 
andfeverity  againd  them  by  decimation.  Affairs  of  religion.  Attempts 
to  fettle  fundamentals.  Committee  to  draw  up  the  fundamentals  of 
religion.  The  articles.  Remarks.  Protector  for  univerfal  liberty. 
Ordinance  appointing  commiffioners  for  approbation  of  publick 
preachers.  Their  indruCtions.  Remarks.  Additional  ordinance. 
Complaints  againd  the  Tryers.  Objections  to  their  management. 
Their  proceedings.  Remarks.  Mr.  Baxter  s  opinion  of  them.  New 
ordinance  for  ejecting  fcandalous  miniders.  Their  indru&ions. 
Objections  againd  it.  Dr.  Pordage  ejeCted,  and  Mr.  BuJhneL  Com¬ 
miffioners  for  W  ales  :  fad  date  of  that  principality.  Ordinance  for 
propagating  the  gofpel  in  Wales.  Numbers  ejected.  'Their  crimes. 
Their  method  of  fupplyingthe  vacancies.  Petitions  againd  the  com- 
rniffioners.  Further  complaints  againd  them.  Ordinance  for  uniting 
fmall  livings,  and  dividing  the  greater.  Protector  tor  encouraging 
learning.  V  ilitors  for  the  univerfities.  Their  influence.  The  pro¬ 
tector's  zeal  for  the  proteflant  religion.  State  of  the  royal  family. 
Death  of  Mr.  Selden ,  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gataker ,  Mr.  Strongs 
Mr.  Pern ,  Dr.  Samuel  Bolton ,  Mr.  Whitaker ,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Fines .  The  protector  appoints  major-generals.  Enters  into  an 
alliance  with  F ranee,  and  "fends  admiral  Blake  to  the  Mediterranean* 
Jamaica  taken  from  the  Spaniards.  Proceedings  of  the  provincial 
affembly.  Account  of  Mr.  Biddle  the  Socinian .  A  fevere  ordinance 
againd  the  old  fequedered  clergy.  ProteCtor  is  willing  to  difpenfe 
with  the  ordinance.  Reafons  of  his  feverity  againd  the  papids.  He 
is  for  encouraging  the  Jews.  Arguments  for  and  againd  it.  Re¬ 
marks.  He  affids  the  protedants  in  the  valleys.  Original  of  the 
fociety  for  the  fons  of  the  clergy.  Death  of  archbifhop  TJJher\  of 
Mr.  Marjhal /.  The  protector  calls  for  a  new  parliament.  They 
are  obliged  to  recognize  the  government.  Their  aCts.  Synder combe3 s 
plot.  Spanifh  Plate  fleet  taken.  Hidory  of  the  quakers  continued ; 
their  extravagancies.  Hidory  of  James  Naylor,  and  of  his  fufferings. 
Ordinance  for  the  better  obfervation  of  the  fabbath;  againd  papids; 
their  oath.  The  proteCtor  affids  the  protedants  of  Nifmes.  The 
death  of  Dr.  Hall ,  bilhop  of  Norwich,  ana  of  Mr.  Capel.  Debates 
about,  the  title  of  king,  and  the  proteCtor's  reafons  for  declining  it. 
Remarks.  Parliament's  petition  and  advice.  Article  relating  to  reli¬ 
gion.  The  proteCtor's  new  title.  Remarks.  The  protector’s  lecond 
indalment.  His  grandeur  and  wife  adminidration.  The  protestor's 
treaty  with  France.  Admiral  Blake  dedroys  the  Spanidi  galleons* 
His  death  and  character.  The  proteCtor  conditutes  an  upper  houfe 
of  parliament ;  bad  confequences  of  it.  The  protector’s  fpeech  at 
the  diffolution  of  the  parliament.  He  purges  the  army,  and  projects 
an  union  of  the  whole  reformed  intered.  Biblia  Polyglotta .  The 
proteCtor  refigns  his  chancel lorlhip,  and  appoints  his  fon  Henry , 

lieutenant 
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of  the  Anabaptifls.  *  The  protector's  Gif  °f  tile J”frc,™hy.  Addrefs 
r;j,Q.  rac  o  f/Xr  ne  protector  s  lick nefs  and  death.  His  cha 

<nd  1“  uttX?  P  o'?  S’"3":  ?  rd®»"! 

S“Vf\  g“h  of  D-. Of  Mr.  iLri  JLl  *“f 
Ur.  ADm  Harris,  and  of  Mr.  TVilliam  Carter.  7 PJ  5  f 

CHAPTER  IV. 

v3‘Charu-  Pro‘eJor>  fummonfes  a  parliament.  Wallingford-houfe 
party.  Richard  depofed  by  the  army.  Rump  parliament  refto-ed 

fn  ,r;lanrd-  Lrr  m  4“>-  a».  «„« 

fafetv^Gen  TfT  the.am?y’  a£d  a,re  turned  out-  Committee  of 
lately.  Gen.  Monk  marches  into  England,  for  a  free  parliament.  The 

enters rthe0citSvtheThelametnt’  ha}  ^onk  continues  his  march,  and 
enters  the  city.  The  controverfy  between  the  city  and  parliament 

Monk  pulls  down  their  gates,  but  is  reconciled  to  them,  fee  reftores 

t  efeejuded  members  of  164.8.  Proceedings  of  parliament  Prefbv 

tery  reftored.  Prefbyterians  in  full  poffeffion  of?  the  nation.  Cha- 

.adter  of  general  Monk.  State  of  epifcopacy  and  of  the  kin?.  Debates 

about  nLing  the  vacant  fees.  Difficulties  that  attended  in  Sundry 

expedients  propofed.  Remarks.  The  king  abjures  the  proteftant 

religion  at  the  Pyrennees^  Proofs  of  his  being  a  papift  before,  bu 

denies  it  to  foreign  proteftants.  The  king’s  letter  to  Mr!  Cartel 

U  ^  ,“111'  lerS1  emp!°yed  ,t0  wnte  that  the  king  is  a  proteftant. 
Monk  s  letter  to  the  independents.  He  courts  theprelbyterians  and 

he  Sc°ts  kirk.  Behaviour  of  the  independents.  Their  rife  and 
refolute  progrefs  through  the  war,  and  of  the  officers  of  the  army. 
Death  of  bifhop  Rrownngge,  of  Mr.  Herle, ,  and  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Lawton.  I  he  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  Prefbyterians  in  full 
power.  Terms  on  which  the  Scots  and  prefbyterians  would  reftore  ' 
tne  king  Remarks.  Of  their  vain  expectations  from  the  court. 

G.  Monk  correfponds  with  the  king.  Convention  parliament  meets. 
King  s  declaration  from  Breda.  The  parliament  invites  the  kino- 
home  without  any  terms,  owing  in  part  to  lord  Clarendon.  A  depu¬ 
tation  of  lords  and  commons,  with  fome  minifters,  wait  on  the 
king.  _  1  he  mimftcr’s  addrefs  and  reception.  The  bifhops  fend  to 
tne  king  with  inductions,  forwardnefs  of  the  ciergy  Richard 
(Cornwell  refigns  his  chancellorfhip,  and  abfeonds.  Hif  charafter. 
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The  kmg  lands,  and  ndes  through  the  city  to  Whitehall.  They 
avow  the  juft  ice  of  the  civil  war.  They  give  up  every  thing  the 
court  defires.  Remarks.  Prefbyterian  minifters  made  the  king’s 
chaplains.  The  liturgy  reftored.  The  fequeftered  clergy  reftored, 
and  heads  of  colleges  and  fellows.  Reformation  of  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge.  New  creations  in  the  univerfttics.  Vacancies  in  cathe¬ 
drals  tilled  up.  The  old  furviving  bifhops.  Translation  of  bifhops. 
New  bifhops  created.  Of  the  independants,  anabaptifts,  and  papifts. 
Of  the  times  before  the  reftoration.  Of  the  times  after  the  reflora- 
tion.  Death  of  Mr.  Taylor . 

SUPPLEMENT  to  CHAP.  III.  and  IV. 

The  fituation  of  the  Quakers  under  the  protector.  The  grounds 
on  which  they  were  perfecuted.  The  fufferings  of  fome  of  them  as 
vagrants,  and  of  others  under  the  pretence  of  breaking  the  fabbath. 
The  quakers  oftenviolently  affaulted  by  the  mob  on  the  fabbath-day. 
Mr.  Gough's  reflections  on  this.  The  fufferings  of  George  Fox  at 
Carlifle;  his  anfwer  to  the  requifition  of  colonel  Hacker .  Cromwell's 
meffage  to  him,  converles  with  him,  and  fets  him  at  liberty.  Fox's 
fufferings  at  St.  Ives,  in  Cornwall.  His  journies  to  Wales.  Some 
affaulted  by  the  mob,  others  punilhed  as  vagabonds.  The  perfec¬ 
tion  of  Richard  Huhherthorn .  Hie  cruelties  of  jailers,  efpecially  in 
the  cafe  of  James  ParneL  The  fufferings  of  the  quakers  by  fines  and 
diftraints,  and  the  numbers  imprifoned.  Their  temper  and  confo- 
lations.  Their  mutual  kindnefs  and  charity.  Their  moral  conduCf 
and  integrity.  They  interfere  not  in  political  tranfa&ions.  The  in- 
create  of  their  numbers,  and  fpread  of  their  do&rine.  Anobfervation 
of  Hugh  Peters .  The  moderation  of  the  mayor  of  Oxford.  The 
fufferings  of  Elizabeth  Heavens  and  Elizabeth  Fletcher .  The  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  to  the  quakers  by  general  Monk .  A  general  reflection. 
An  a£t  of  the  Scotch  prefbytery  againft  the  Baptifts.  Their  publica¬ 
tions.  -  The  baptifts  difmifled  from  his  army  by  Cromwell .  A  re- 
monftrance  on  this  meafure.  Their  numbers.  Indepenttepts  friends 
to  liberty;  particularly  Dr.  John  Owen .  John  Hales  Trad  on 
Schifm.  The  perfecution  and  writings  of  Mr.  John  Biddle ,  A  vote 
againft  the  Rac avian  catechifm. 

CHAPTER  V. 

From  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  to  the  Conference 

at  the  Savoy. 

Views  of  the  court  and  of  the  biftiops :  and  of  the  king  and  duke 
of  York .  The  prefbyterians  addrefs  for  a  comprehenfion.  Abftract 
of  their  firft  paper  of  propofals.  Their  reception.  Abftract:  of  the 
bifhops’  reply.  Abftrad  of  the  prefbyterians’  defence  of  their  propo¬ 
fals. 
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fak.  The  beginning  of  the  fufferings  of  the  prefbyterians,  who 
apply  to  the  king.  An  aflembly  of  divines  to  perufe  the  kine’s  decla¬ 
ration.  Abftra£fc  of  his  declaration.  Abftraft  of  the  fecond  paper 
ot  exceptions  and  requefls  of  the  prefbyterians.  Opinion  of  fome  of 
the  churchmen  concerning  the  declaration,  acceptable  to  molt  of  the 
prefbyterians.  Some  accept  of  preferments.  Declaration  rejeaed 
by  the  houfe  of  commons.  Remarks.  Prefbyterians  in  defpair. 
Behaviour  of  the  court  and  bifhops.  The  beginning  of  the  perfec¬ 
tion  ot  the  non -confor mills .  Methods  for  that  purpofe.  Aa  for 
reftoring  the  fequeflered  clergy.  For  confirming  marriages  in  the  late 
times.  Attainder  of  the  king’s  judges.  Cromwell  and  others  that 
were  dead,  taken  out  of  their  graves.  Trials  of  the  king’s  judges. 

I  heir  execution.  Remarks.  An  a  a  for  an  anniverfary  obfemtion 
ot  the  29th  of  May.  Milton  and  Goodwin' s  books  burnt.  Popery 
revives  in  England  and  in  Ireland.  Infurreaion  of  the  fifth-monarchy 
men.  Confequences  of  Fenner9 s  infurreaion ;  difowned  by  the  inde¬ 
pendents,  by  the  baptifts,  and  by  the  quakers.  The  prefbyterians 
in  trouble.  Bifhop  Stilling Jleet's  “  Irenicum.”  ^  * 

An  account  of  Dr.  He?iry  Hammond . 

JT'he  king  s  marriage.  The  king’s  and  lord  Clarendon' s  fpeech. 
he  king  s  fecond  fpeech  to  parliament.  Sham  plots  fathered  on 
the  prefbyterians.  Tarrington' s  plot.  Corporation-aa.  Remarks* 

'  CHAPTER  VI. 

From  the  Conference  at  the  Savoy,  to  the  Aft  of 


Uniformity. 

Conference  at  the  Savoy.  Opening  it.  Hardfhips  of  the  prefby- 
terians.  Proceedings  of  the  commifTioners.  A  difputation  propofed. 
I  he  fubjea  of  the  difpute.  The  prefbyterians  defeend  to  intreaties. 
Behaviour  of  the  commifTioners  j  Dr.  Morley,  and  bifhop  Gauden . 
Of  the  difputants.  Of  the  auditors.  Account  of  archbifhop  77/- 
lotfon.  Cenfures  of  the  conference.  A  convocation.  They  are  ordered 
to  review  the  liturgy.  Alterations  in  it.  Other  additions.  Liturgy 
amended,  fent  up  to  the  king  and  council,  and  houfe  of  peers.  Epif- 
copacy  reflored  in  Scotland,  again!!  the  king’s  mind.  Mr.  Guthrie 
executed.  Charaaer  of  the  old  Scotch  prefbyterians,  and  of  the 
Scots  bifhops  and  new  clergy.  Epifcopacy  reflored  in  Ireland.  Con- 
dua  of  the  French  proteflants.  The  king’s  pretended  zeal  for  the 
hierarchy.  In  favour  of  the  papifls,  who  declare  their  principles. 
I  he  dead  bodies  of  the  mofl  confiderable  perfons  in  the  late  times 
dug  up.  Aa  againfl  the  quakers.  State  of  religion.  Extravagancies 
of  the  court  and  nation.  Queen-mother  at  Somerfet-houfe.  Sale 
of  Dunkirk.  Execution  of  more  of  the  king's  judges.  !  rials  of 
colonel  Lambert  and  Sir  H.Vane .  Execution  of  Sir  H,  Vane .  The 
aa  of  uniformity  brought  into  parliament  and  pafled.  An  abftraa 
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of  it.  Remarks.  Terms  of  conformity.  Higher  than  before  the 
civil  wars.  Rapin' s  remarks.  Refledtions  on  bifhop  Rennet's  re¬ 
marks.  Mr.  Co l Iyer's  remarks.  Authors  or  promoters  of  this 
ad.  Bifhop  Sheldon  ;  other  bifhops  and  clergymen.  Con  dud  of 
the  prefbyteria?is.  Their  difficulties.  Remarks.  Some  of  them 
quit  their  livings.  Minifters  ejeded  by  the  ad  of  uniformity.  Their 
hardfhips  greater  than  the  papifts  at  the  reformation,  or  the  Ioyalifts 
in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars.  Difficulty  of  filling  the  vacancies.  The 
condition  of  others.  Dr.  Bates'  account  of  the  ad  of  uniformity. 
Sufferings  of  the  ejeded  minders.  Mr.  Baxter's  account.  Other 
accounts.  Death  of  Mr.  Ley^  Mr.  Jeanes ,  Dr.  Chambers ,  Mr.  Ajh , 
and  of  Mr.  Edward  Bowles.  Adfs  for  regulating  the  prefs.  Li'cen- 
fers.  Objedions  to  Milton's  Paradife  Loft. 

CHAPTER  VII. 

From  the  Ad  of  Uniformity,  to  the  Banifliment  of  the 

Earl  of  Clarendon . 

Views  of  thefeveral  parties  ;  of  the  king  and  court;  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment;  of  the  clergy  and  bifhops ;  of  the  inferior  clergy,  high-church 
and  low-church.  Remarks,  and  thofe  of  bifhop  Burnet.  The  Non- 
conformifls'  petition  for  indulgence.  The  king’s  declaration  concern¬ 
ing  it,  fupported  by  his  fpeech  to  the  parliament.  Addrefs  of  the 
commons  againft  it.  Remarks.  Rife  of  occafional  conformity.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Calamy  fent  to  Newgate.  Sham  plot  in  the  North.  An 
ad  for  relief  of  non-fubfcribing  minifters.  Conventicle  ad,  and  fad 
confequences  of  it  to  minifters  and  people.  Their  cautious  con- 
dud.  Sufferings  of  the  quakers  and  others.  War  with  the  Dutch. 

The  charter  for  incorporating  a  fociety  for  the  propagating  the 
gofpel  in  New  England.  Death  and  charader  of  bifhop  Juxgu .  An 
account  of  Mr.  Henry  JfeJfey. 

The  plague.  The  ejeded  minifters  venture  to  preach  publickly, 
which  brings  them  under  farther  hardfhips.  Lord  Clarendon' s  fpeech 
for  it.  The  Oxford  five-mile  ad.  The  oath.  Some  few  take  it, 
but  the  generality  refufe  and  go  into  banifhment.  Names  of  the  non- 
conformift  minifters  regiftered  in  the  bifhops’  courts.  Death  of  Dr. 
Burges ,  and  of  Dr.  Cheynell . - An  account  of  Mr.  Samuel  F/Jber. 

The  fire  of  London  produces  a  fort  of  liberty  to  the  non- conformifls. 
Death  of  Mr.  Calamy ,  of  Mr.  Arthur  Jaclfon ,  and  of  Dr.  Spurjlow . 
The  fall  of  the  earl  of  Clarendon ;  his  charader. 

CHAPTER  VIII. 

From  the  Banifliment  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  the  King’s 
Declaration  of  Indulgence  in  the  year  1672. 

The  king  moves  for  a  general  toleration.  The  parliament  petition 
to  put  the  penal  laws  in  execution.  The  ill  behaviour  of  the  bifhops 
and  clergy.  The  death  of  Dr.  Seaman ,  and  of  Mr.  George  Hughes . 
Unhappy  ftate  of  the  nation.  Projed  6f  a  comprehenfion.  Abftrad 
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°[  the  propoiais.  Alterations  in  the  liturgy.  An  indulgence  forfuch 
as  could  not  be  comprehended.  They  are  quafhed  by  the  bilhops 
and  the  perfection  revived.  Mr.  Baxter  and  others  imprifoned,  not 
agreeable  to  the  king’s  inclinations.  Debates  without  doors.  Various 
publications.  Ucentioufnefs  of  the  court  and  city,  and  univerfity. 

n  Lf  Y  y°hn  Wallts  t0  the  Hon;  Robert  Boyle,  in  a  note. 
Jle3r  '  °f  fr- ^owcomen  and  of  Mr.  Joftph  Mem.  The  conventicle 
revived.  ^  1  he  additional  claufes.  Remarks.  Methods  of  perfe- 
cution.  Archbifhop  Sheldon’s  letter  to  the  bilhops.  Zeal  of  bilhoo 
Gunmngznd  others.  Diftrefs  of  the  non-conformift  minifters.  Cou¬ 
rage  ot  the  quakers.  The  trial  of  Wtn.  Penn  and  Wm.  Mead  In 
lulhce  and  crueltyof  the  court.  The  jury  threatened.  Penn  and 
.  acquitted,  i  he  king’s  defign  oi  governing  abfolutely.  Cha- 
lac.erof  the  cabal.  Death  of  Dr.  Tuckney ,  and  of  Mr.  Wm.  Bridge 
Caules  ot  the  growth  of  popery.  Remedies  propofed  by  the  parlia- 
ment.  Conduct  ot  the  court.  The  duke  of  York  abjures  the  pro- 
teitant  religion.  Project  ot  the  Cabal  to  make  the  kin<r  abfolute. 
Exchequer  ihut  up.  War  with  the  Dutch.  P,roje£l:  of  a  general" 
indulgence :  how  it  was  refented.  A  new  declaration  of  indulgence. 
vton-eonformijis  not  forward  to  accept  it  by  the  difpenfing  power.  A 
royal  licence  to  a  non-conformift  minifter,  in  a  note.  Death  of  Dr. 
Staunton ,  and  of  Mr.  Favafor  Powel. 

SUPPLEMENT  to  CHAPTERS  V.  YI.  VII.  and  VIII.. 

SECT.  I . 

the  history  of  the  baptists. 

i  HE  fhare  tiie  Baptijis  nad  in  the  viciflitudes  of  government. 
Cromwell  endeavours  to  fupprefs  them.  Mr.  Baxter  charges  them 
with  growing  infoient.  Their  petitions  to  Charles  II.  complaining 
of  tneir  fufierings.  1  he  id-treatment  received  by  Mr.  Jrielme ,  Mr. 
Warren ,  and  Mr.  Fletcher.  1  he  baptijis  excepted  in ‘an  act  for  con¬ 
firming  ail  minifters  in  their  benefices.  T  hey  are  perfecuted  at 
Reading,  Newport,  London,  and  Dover.  The  fufferings  of  Dr. 
Griffith  and  Mr.  Grantham .  A  circumftance  which  aggravated  the 
the  proceedings  againft  the  baptijis.  Repeated  outrages  committed 
on  them  at  the  meeting- houfe  in  Whitechapel.  Other  religious 
aflemblies  difturbed  with  violence.  Infult  and  abufe  offered  to  thofe 
who  w'ere  in  the  prifons.  The  fevere  proceedings  of  the  juftices  in 
Buckinghamfhire,  particularly  on  the  acl  of  the  35th  of  Ellz.  t  The 
cafe  often  men  and  two  women  fentenced  to  death.  The  baptijis  are 
refufed  the  benefit  of  the  common  burying- places,  and  fome  are 
taken  out  ot  their  graves.  Their  fufferings  at  Lewes  and  other  places, 
particularly  by  fines  and  diflreffes.  A  libel  publifhed  to  fix  a  fiigma 
on  this  party.  The  ftory  of  Mr.  jfofiah  Baxter.  The  profecution 
of  Mr.  John  James ;  the  king’s  reply  to  the  petition  for  his  life.  Mr. 
Reach's  fufferings.  His  “  New  and  eafy  Primmer.”  Particular  in- 
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fiances  of  calamities  befalling  their  perfecutors.  Dr.  J or  tin  quoted. 
The  confolations  and  temper  of  the  perfecuted:  e.g%  of  fome  in 
Reading  gaol;  of  fome  whole  goods  were  fei  zed ;  of  Mr.  John  Ja?nesr 
and  of  Mr.  Reach .  The  publications  of  the  bapti/fs  in  their  own 
defence,  and  their  petitions  to  the  higher  powers.  A  declaration  of 
fome  on  the  tide  of  the  principles  of  palfive  obedience.  An  addrefs 
to  the  king  and  parliament  in  a  defence  of  the  rights  of  confcience. 
The  authors  of  it,  and  their  liberal  delign.  An  account  of  fome  of 
them,  viz.  Mr.  Wright  ^  Mr.  George  Hammon ,  Mr.  William  Jeffery, 
and  Mr.  Frauds  Stanley,  The  publication  of  a  piece  entitled  u  A 
“  complaint  of  the  oppreffed  againfi  the  oppreflors,  and  of  a  plea  for 
a  toleration.’7  Mr.  Atkins’  letter  to  the  magifirates  of  Dover.  A 
pamphlet  entitled  cc  Behold!  a  Cry.”  idle  hifiory  of  Robert 
Wright. ;  the  challenge  given  him  by  the  baptijh .  A  narrative  of 
the  proceedings  of  fome  jufiiees  and  fome  others,  in  execution  of  the 
act  againfi  conventicles. 

SECT.  II. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  QUAKERS. 

THE  Quakers  rejoice  in  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II.  and,  by 
Mr.  Rubber  thorn,  lay  before  him  a  date  of  their  fufferings.  The 
king  promifes  them  protection.  The  perfecution  of  them  foon  re¬ 
newed.  Great  numbers  cafi  into  prifon.  Old  laws  revived,  and 
on  them  they  are  proceeded  againfi.  The  cafe  of  Thomas  Goodyear 
and  Benjamin  Staples.  The  jufiiees  refirained  in  a  degree  by  higher 
authority.  The  fevere  hardfiups  and  cruel  treatment  to  which  this 
people  were  expofed. 

A  Cafe,  on  which  the  coroner’s  jury  declined  giving  a  verdict. 
The  king’s  declaration.  The  author  of  a  narrative  of  their  fufferings 
profecuted.  Many  die  in  Newgate.  A  guard  placed  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Bull-and- Mouth  meeting- houfe.  A  fevere  perfecution  at 
Colchefter.  A  generous  fpeech  of  a  quakcr .  The  operation  of  the 
conventicle  aft  of  1664.  The  privileges  of  the  fubject  violated.  The 
prifons,  in  the  time  of  the  plague,  crowded  by  new  commitments. 
A  temporary  mitigation  of  the  proceedings  againfi  this  fociety.  New 
feenes  of  perfecution  opened  by  the  third  conventicle  aft,  in  1670. 
Appeals  ineffectual.  The  word  conventicle ,  arbitrarily  mifeonftrued. 
Unfair  methods  of  fining  the  preacher.  The  honourable  conduit  of 
fome  jufiiees,  particularly  of  the  lord- mayor  of  London.  An  order 
from  the  king  and  council  for  demolishing  the  meeting-houfe  in 
Horily-down.  The  cruelty  with  which  it  was  executed.  'The 
meeting-houfe  at  Ratcliffe  pulled  down.  George  Fox  committed  to 
the  gaol  at  Lancafter,.  and  difcharged  by  an  habeas -corpus.  His  for¬ 
giving  temper.  Tiis  fortitude.  He  is  again  committed  to  prifon. 
The  rigour  and  feverities  of  his  imprifonment.  His  life  threatened. 
The  effect  of  his  patience  and  innocence  on  his  keepers,  particularly 
on  the  governor  of  Scarborough  cattle.  Mrs.  Margaret  Fell  cited 
-  •  before 


XXIV 


THE  CONTENTS. 


before  thejuftices:  her  magnanimity ;  committed  to  Lancaftergaol; 
tried  and  recommitted  to  prifon.  The  fufferings  of  Francis  Howgill 
«nd  his  deportment  under  them.  The  cafe  of  Hannah  Trigg.  The 
impnfonment  of  Jofeph  Face.  The  exertions  of  the  auaktrs  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  caufe,  and  of  their  differing  brethren ;  namely,  the 
applications  to  the  king  by  Margaret  Fell,  Burroughs  Hubberthorn , 
and  IP  hitehead. .  1  he  letters  of  the  Foxs  to  the  king.  George  Fox's 
at  dteis  to  the  king.  A  narrative  of  the  fufferings  of  the  quakers. 
George  box  s  teftunony  againft  plots.  Remonftrances  by  Whitehead. 
and  Loale.  William  Penn  joins  the  fociety.  His  publications.  Mr. 
'incent  inveighs  againft  the  quakers;  a  publick  deputation  with  him. 
A  piece  of  George  box .  I  he  meeting- houfe  in  Gracechurch-ftreet 
bmlN  George  Fox’s  labours;  eftablifhes  a  regular  difeipline.  Quarterly- 
meetings,  theii  objedh  Monthly  meetings.  The  annual  meeting. 

lie  lubjeds  or  the  meetings  of  diiciplme.  Refiedtions  on  the  difei- 
p  me  of  the  quakers.  j.  he  travels  and  hiftory  of  Catharine  Evans 
znd  Sarah  Cheevers ,  into  Italy;  and  of  John  P hilly  and  William 
Moore,  into  Hungary.  General  character  of  the  quakers  \  their  pa¬ 
tience.  their  charity,  efpeciahy  in  the  time  of  the  plague;  their 
exienfive  benevolence.  Character  and  death  of  Richard  Htthber- 
thorn,  of  Edward  Bur  rough,  of  William  Ames,  of  John  Audland,  of 
Richard  Far  nf worth, < of  Thomas  Loe,  Jofiah  Coale,  and  Francis  How  gill 

CHAPTER  IX. 

From  the  King’sDeclaration  of  Indulgence  to  the  Fopifli  Plot. 

Fhe  F tench  declare  war  with  the  Hutch  and  overrun  their  coun¬ 
try.  I  he  pi  nice  or  Orange  ilzdthold&Y,  and  the  De  Wits  murdered. 
Proclamation  agamic  ipreading  ralfe  news,  i  he  beginning  of  the 
merchants5  ledure  at  Pinner’s-hall.  Death  of  bifliop  Wilkins,  of 
Ivor .  jofeph  Caryl ,  ana  of  Mr.  P hihp  Nye .  The  parliament  awakened. 
Arguments  for  and  againft  the  difpenfing  power.  The  houfe  of 
commons  vote  againlt  it.  Alderman  Love,  in  the  name  of  the 
diftenters,  i  enounces  the  dnpeniing  power.  T  he  king  gives  up  his 
indulgence.  Shaftfbury  deferts  the  Cabal  Rill  for  the  eafe  of  pro¬ 
tectant  diftenters.  It  mifearries.  i  he  commons  addrefs  againft  the 
papii.es.  1  he  teft-acf  brought  into  the  houfe.  Debates  about  it. 
It  i  eceives  the  royal  aflent.  I  he  adt  itfelf.  Remarks.  Summary 
of  the  penal  laws.  Confequences  of  them.  The  duke  of  York's- 
fecond  marriage.  Further  fruitlefi  attempts  for  a  comprehenfion. 
Death  or  Mx.  Wiliam  Whitaker,  and  of  Mr.  Janeway.  Seventy  of 
the  court  againft  the  diftenters  revived.  Others  plundered,  impri- 
loned,  and  ruined.  Peace  with  the  Dutch.  Parliament  profecute 
the  papifts  and  the  cabal.  Death  of  Mr.  John  Milton.  Archbilhop 
Sheldon’s  circular  letter  againft  the  diftenters.  Attempts  for  an  ac¬ 
commodation  fruftrated  by  thebiftiops.  People  begin  to  compaftionate 
the  fufferings  of  mn-conformifts*  Proceedings  of  the  court  to  eftablfth 
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arbitrary  power.  A  bill  in  the  houfe  of  lords  for  that  purpofe.  It  is 
dropt.  Remarks.  Infolence  of  the  papifts,  produces  another  attempt 
for  toleration.  Duke  of  Buckingham  s  fpeech  for  it.  Cry  of  the 
danger  of  the  church.  Of  Sir  Roger  L Ejlrange.  Corbet's  principles 
and  praHices  of  the  non- conformists.  Pamphlets  in  favour  of  feparate 
meetings.  Of  the  informers.  Their  method.  Their  infamous  lives 
and  deaths.  They  are  encouraged  by  the  court  and  the  bifhops. 
Death  of  bifhop  Reynolds.  Dangerous  hate  of  the  nation.  Marriage 
of  the  prince  of  Orange  with  the  pnncefs  Mary.  Death  of  archbifhop 
Sheldon ,  and  promotion  of  Compton.  Death  of  Dr.  Manton.  Biogra¬ 
phical  account  of  Mr.  John  Tombes.  Death  of  Mr.  John  Rowe . 

CHAPTER  X. 

From  the  Popijh  Plot,  to  the  Death  of  King  Charles  II. 

Peace  of  Nimeguen.  The  popifh  plot  alarms  the  nation :  not 
credited  at  court.  AH  to  qualify  papifcs  to  fit  in  parliament.  Occa- 
fion  of  diffolving  the  long  parliament.  Remarks  on  the  popifh  plot. 
Death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Vincent  and  of  Mr.  Gale.  A  new  parliament. 
Meal-tub  plot.  Death  of  Mr.  Matthew  Boole ,  and  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Goodwin.  Of  the  petitioners  for  the  fitting  of  the  parliament,  and  of 
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SECT.  I. 

CHE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BAPTISTS 

1  ^9J,ERSY  aboa£  %%  on  of  hands.  A  difpute  with  the 

s  Publications :  a  meeting  to  hear  the 

iflue'of  thefe  meetings’  ‘  nT  ’’f?8  roJ  t-he/ame  PurP°k-  The 
The  hiftorv  nf  fT  e  ■■  con£ll,on  01  fa!th  publilhed  in  1677. 
publilhc  1  L,  t  in  I  ,  lmpreflions.  Other  confeffions  of  faith 
‘0  /,'  *  J  ’  A  ,  i!ai  y  .°“  in  Iu7°-  An  account  of  Mr.  William 
*VT  4/c*Xl  tT 1  fncis  Cornwell  i  the  effect  of  his  vifitation  fertnon. 

baptifnT Mr*  C-Sl3"8"’  ienIunent  on  the  queftions  relative  to 
ST‘ W  A  '  6  c  ?‘f'e  £ntten  aSainft  ‘he  ordinance  of  par- 
4n  ™  f1 . iVlr-  Blackwood  and  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Cox. 

mniftrv- •  S  “  f  g-  apP°inted  a  trier  *  candidates  for  the 

‘liury  ’  aacJ  refolunon  9f  the  Inm  to  own  the  bapnjis  as  brethren. 

SECT.  IT. 

.  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  QUAKERS'. 

i  HE  quakers  avail  them  Elves  of  the  declaration  of  indulgence- 
procure  the  releafe  of  their  friends  in  prifon,  and  affift  the  oti  Tdff’ 
lenters.  A  generous  declaration  of  George  Whitehead.  Sir  Orlando 
Bridgeman’s  generofity.  The  quakers  a  bulwark  to  the  other  dif- 
fcntens  Perfecution  of  them  renewed.  Particular,  inftances.  Th- 
ecdeualhca  laws  enforced.  The  penal  ftatutes  rigiorouily  exe^ 

P-  .  1  hf  ,cafe,.of  a  poor  man,  with  a  wife  and  five  children. 

1  *n^s  ®vied  diftraints.  Violences  of  the  mobs.  Appeals  in- 
wtccaia..  bufferings  in  Glouceilerfhire,  at  Plymouth,  and  other 

l j  Rrifiol  W  Par  h‘°/fei'S  !^‘gated  t0  feverity-  A  perfecution 
f  ,  ,  /  .  '*  on?ren  ,niulted*  1  he  prifons  crouded.  Religious  meet- 
Jn^neld  in  prifon ;  kept  up  by  women  and  youth.  Perfections 
at  Chef  ter,  in  Somerfetfhire,  and  London.  Affemblies  held  m  the 
open  air  -at  the  fevered  feafons.  Sir  Cbriftopber  Mu/grave’s  re- 
^Cetion.  1  ne  miterings  or  feveral  diftinguifhed  individuals  5  viz. 
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prnon;  bailed;  appears  to  traverfe  the  indictment;  imprifonedaoain : 
icized  wit  11  a  fevere  ficknefs;  his  fortitude;  is  removed  by  an  habeas 
cmpdi  )  lonourably  difeharged.  Sir  Matthew  Hale’ s  upright  conduct. 
*ox  med  *or  fmall  tithes;  a  fequeftration  obtained;  his  difinterefted 
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CHAP.  I. 


From  the  Death  of  King  Charles  I.  to  the  Coronation 
of  King  Charles  II.  in  Scotland . 


1648. 


UPON  the  death  of  the  late  king,  the  legal  conftitution 
_  was  dilfolved,  and  all  that  followed  till  the  reftoratioil 
of  kihg  Charles  II.  was  no  better  than  an  ufurpation  under 
different  fliapes;  the  houfe  of  commons,  if  it  may  deferve 
that  name,  after  it  had  been  purged  of  a  third  part  of  its 
members,*  relying  upon  the  aft  of  continuation ,  called  them- 
felves  the  fuprerne  authority  of  the  nation ,  and  began  with  an 
aft  to  difmherit  the  prince  of  Wales ,  forbidding  all  perfons 
to  proclaim  him  king  of  England ,  on  pain  of  high  treafon. 
The  houfe  of  lords  was  voted  ufelefs;  and  the  office  of  a 
king  unneceffary,  burthenfome,  and  dangerous.  The  form 
of  government  for  the  future  was  declared  to  be  a  free  com- 

*  According  to  Eachard ,  not  above  a  fifth  part  of  the  commons  Were 
left.  On  account  of  the  reduced  and  mutilated  nate  of  the  houfe,  they 
were  called  the  Rump  Parliament .  This  name  was  firft  given  to  them  by 
Walker ,  the  author  of  the  Hiilory  of  Independency,  by  way  of  derifion,  in 
allulion  to  a  fowl,  all  devoured  but  the  rump ;  and  they  were  compared  to  a 
man  “  who  would  never  ceafe  to  whet  and  whet  his  knife,  till  there  was  no 
"  fe*1  left  to  make  it  ufcful  ”  Dr.  Greyr  and  Rap  in.  Ed. 
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mon-wealth;  the  executive  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a 
council  of  fate  of  forty  perions,f  with  full  powers  to  take  care 
of  the  whole  adminiilration  for  one  year;  new  keepers  of 
the  great feal  were  appointed,  from  whom  the  judges  received 
their  commiffions,  with  the  name,  ftile,  and  title  of,  cufodes 
libertatis  Anglia  author  it  ate  parliaments ;  i.  e.  keepers  of  the 
liberties  of  England  by  authority  of  parliament .  The  coin  was 
(lamped  on  one  fide  with  the  arms  of  England  between  a 
laurel  and  a  palm -,  with  this  infeription,  the  commonwealth  of 
England ;  and  on  the  other,  a  crofs  and  harp ,  with  this  motto, 
God  with  us»*  I  he  oaths  of  allegiance  and  iupremacy  were 
abolifhed,  and  a  new  one  appointed,  called  the  engagement, 
which  was,  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  government  efablifhed , 
without  king  or  houfe  of  peers .  Such  as  refufed  the  oath  were 
declared  incapable  of  holding  any  place  or  office  of  trull  in 
the  commonwealth;  but  as  many  of  the  excluded  members 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  as  would  take  it,  refumed  their 
places. 

Such  was  the  foundation  of  this  new  conftitution,  which 
had  neither  the  confent  of  the  people  of  England,  nor  of 
their  reprefentatives  in  a  free  parliament.  46  And  if  ever 
“  there  was  an  ufurped  government,  mutilated,  and  founded 
“  only  in  violence,  (fays  Raping)  it  was  that  of  this  par- 
liament.”  But  though  it  was  unfupported  by  any  other 
power  than  that  of  the  army,  it  was  carried  on  with  the  molt 
confummate  wifdom,  refolution,  and  fuccefs,  till  the  fame  mi¬ 
litary  power  that  fet  it  up,  was  permitted  by  divine  provi¬ 
dence  V/ith  equal  violence  to  pull  it  down. 

The  new  commonwealth  in  its  infant  Hate  met  with  op- 
pofition  from  divers  quarters:  the  levellers  in  the  army  gave 
out,  that  the  people  had  only  changed  their  yoke,  not  ftiaken 
it  off;  and  that  the  rump’s  little  finger  (for  fo  the  houfe  of 
commons  was  now  called)  would  be  heavier  than  the  king’s 
loins.  The  agitators  therefore  petitioned  the  houfe  to  dif- 
folve  themfelves,  that  new  reprefentatives  might  be  chofen. 

f  According  to  Whitlocke,  who  gives  their  names,  the  council  confided 
of  thirty-eight  perfons  only.  Ed. 

*  On  which  a  man  of  wit  obferved,  “  that  God  and  the  commonwealth 
were  not  both  on  a  fide.”  Dr.  Grey .  Ed. 

§  VqL  ii.  p.  573,  folio. 
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The  commons,  alarmed  at  thefe  proceedings,  ordered  their 
general  officers  to  cafhier  the  petitioners,  and  break  their 
fwords  over  their  heads,  which  was  done  accordingly.  But 
when  the  forces  pafled  under  a  general  review  at  Ware,  their 
friends  in  the  army  agreed  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  wear- 
ing  fomething  white  in  their  hats;f  which  Cromwell  having 
fome  intelligence  of  beforehand,  commanded  two  regiments 
of  horfe  who  were  not  in  the  fecret,  to  furround  one  of  the 
regiments  of  foot;  and  having  condemned  four  of  the  ring¬ 
leaders  in  a  council  of  war,  he  commanded  two  of  them  to 
be  (hot  to  death  by  their  other  two  aflociates,  in  fight  of  the 
whole  army;  and  to  break  the  combination,  eleven  regiments 
W7ere  ordered  for  Ireland;  upon  which  great  numbers  de- 
ferted,  and  marched  into  Oxfordffiire;  but  general  Fairfax 
and  Cromwell,  having  overtaken  them  at  Abingdon,  held  them 
in  treaty  till  colonel  Reynolds  came  up,  and  after  fome  few 
fkirmiffies  difperfed  them. 

The  Scots  threatened  the  commonwealth  with  a  formidable 
invafion,  for  upon  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  they  pro¬ 
claimed  the  prince  of  Wales  king  of  Scotland,  and  fent  com- 
miffioners  to  the  Hague,  to  invite  him  into  that  kingdom, 
provided  he  would  renounce  popery  and  prelacy ,  and  take  the 
folemn  league  and  covenant.  To  prevent  the  effe&s  of  this 
treaty,  and  cultivate  a  good  underftanding  with  the  Dutch, 
the  parliament  fent  Dr.  DoriJlaus%  an  eminent  civilian,  con¬ 
cerned  m  the  late  king’s  trial,  agent  to  the  States-General% 
but  the  very  firft  night  after  his  arrival,  May  3,  1649,  he  was 
murdered  in  his  own  chamber  by  twelve  defperate  cavaliers  in 
difguife,  who  ruffied  in  upon  him  while  he  was  at  fupper,  and 

f  Whitlocke,  p.  3 87,  389. 

§  This  perfon  was  a  native  of  Holfcnd,  and  do&or  of  the  civil  law  at 
Leyden.  On  his  coming  to  England  he  was  patronifed  by  Fulk  lord  Brook> 
who  appointed^  him  to  read  le&ures  on  hiftory  in  Cambridge.  But,  as  in 
the  opening  of  his  courfe  he  decried  monarchy,  he  was  filenced ;  he  then  re- 
Tided  fometime  near  to  Maldon  in  Effex,  where  he  had  married  an  Englifh 
woman.  He  was,  afterwards,  a  judge  advocate  firft,  in  the  king’s  army, 
and  then  in  the  army  of  the  parliament,  and  at  length  one  of  the'judges  of 
the  court  of  admiralty.  The  parliament  ordered  250I.  for  his  funeral; 
fettled  on  his  fon  200I.  per  annum  for  his  life,  and  gave  500I.  a-piece  td 

his  daughters.  Wood’s  Athenae  Oxon.'  vol.  ii.  p.  228,  and  Whitlocke’3 
Memorials,  p.  390.  Ed. 
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with  their  drawn  fwords  killed  him  on  the  fpot.f  Both  the 
parliament  and  dates  of  Holland  refented  this  bafe  a<dion||  fo 
highly,  %that  the  young  king  thought  proper  to  remove  into 
France;  from  whence  he  went  to  the  Ifle  of  Jerfey,  and  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  fixed  at  Breda;  where  the 
Scots  commiffioners  concluded  a  treaty  with  him,  upon  the 
foot  of  which  he  ventured  his  royal  perfon  into  that  king¬ 
dom  the  enfuing  year* 

But  to  drike  terror  into  the  cavaliers ,  the  parliament 
erefted  another  high  court  of  juflice ,  and  fentenced  to  death 
three  illudrious  noblemen,  for  the  part  they  had  afted  in  the 
lad  civil  war;  duke  Hamilton ,  the  earl  of  Holland ,  and  lord 
Capel ,  who  were  all  executed  March  9,  in  the  Palace-Yard 
at  Wedminder:  duke  Hamilton  declared  himfelf  a  prefby- 
terian;  and  the  earl  of  Holland  was  attended  by  two  miniders 
of  the  fame  perfuafion;  but  lord  Capel  was  a  thorough  loy- 
alid,  and  went  off  the  dage  with  the  courage  and  bravery  of 
a  Roman.  '  e 

But  the  chief  feene  of  great  exploits  this  year  was  in  Ire¬ 
land,  which  Cromwell ,  a  bold  and  enterprizing  commander, 
had  been  appointed  to  reduce;  for  this  purpofe  he  was  made 
lord-lieutenant  for  three  years,  and  having  taken  leave  of  the 
parliament,  failed  from  Milford-haven  about  the  middle  of 
Augud,  with  an  army  of  fourteen  thoufand  men  of  refolute 
principles,  who  before  the  embarkation  obferved  a  day  of 
fading  and  prayer;  in  which,  Mr.  Whitlocke  remarks,  after 
three  miniders  had  prayed,  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  him- 
felf,  and  the  colonels  Gough  and  Harr  if  on,  expounded  fome 
parts  of  feripture  excellently  well,  and  pertinently  to  the  oc- 

f  Whitlocke,  p.  386. 

j|  Dr.  Grey  cannot  eafily  believe  that  the  murder  of  Dr.  DoriJJaus  was 
refented  by  the  Hates  of  Holland :  becaufe.  they  had  bravely  remonftrgted 
by  their  two  ambadadors  againft  the  king’s  death :  he  cannot,  therefore, 
be  eafily  induced  to  think,  that,  after  this,  they  could  refent  the  death  of 
case  of  his  execrable  murderers.  But  Dr.  Grey  does  not  conlider  what  was 
due  in  this  cafe  to  the  honour  of  their  own  police  and  to  the  reputation  and 
weight  of  their  own  laws.  Mr.  Neal  is  juflified  in  his  reprefentations  by 
Whitlocke ;  who  fays,  <f  that  letters  from  the  Hague  reported,  that  the  Hates 
t(  caufed  earneH  inquifition  to  be  made  after  the  murderers  of  Dr.  DoriJJaus ; 
“  promifed  1000  guilders  to  him  who  lhould  bring  any  of  them;  and 
*€  publifhed  it  death  to  any  who  fhould  harbour  any  one  of  them.”  Me¬ 
morials,  p.  390*  Ed. 
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cafion.  The  army  was  under  a  fevere  difcipline;  not  an  oath 
was  to  be  heard  throughout  the  whole  camp,  the  foldiers 
fpending  their  leifure  hours  in  reading  their  bibles,  in  finging 
pfalms,  and  religious  conferences. 

Almoft  all  Ireland  was  in  the  hands  of  the  royalifts  and 
Roman  catholicks,  except  Dublin  and  Londonderry;  the 
former  of  thefe  places  had  been  lately  belleged  by  the  duke 
of  Ormond  with  twenty  thoufand  men,*  but  the  garrifon  be¬ 
ing  recruited  with  three  regiments  from  England,  the  go¬ 
vernor  colonel  James ,  furprized  the  befiegers*  and  after  a 
vigorous  Tally  ftormed  their  camp,  and  routed  the  whole  army, 
which  difperfed  itfelf  into  Drogheda,  and  other  fortified 
places.  Cromwell  upon  his  arrival,  was  received  with 
the  acclamations  of  a  vail:  concourfe  of  people,  to  whom  he 
addreffed  himfelf  from  a  riling  ground,  with  hat  in  hand,  in 
a  foldier-like  manner,  telling  them  he  was  come  to  cut  ^ 
“  down  and  deftroy  the  barbarous  and  blood-thirfty  Irifh, 

“  with  all  their  adherents  ;§  but  that  all  who  were  for  the 
u  proteflant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of  their  country,  fhouid 

*  Dr.  Grey  controverts  Mr.  Neal's  account  of  the  number  of  the  duke 
of  Ormond's  army,  on  the  authority  of  lord  Clarendon  and  Mr.  Carte  :  the 
former  fays,  that  Jones  Tallied  out  with  a  body  of  6000  foot  and  1900  horfe, 
and  that  the  army  encamped  at  Rathmines  was  not  fo  ftrong  in  horfe  and 
foot:  the  latter,  that  Jones's  forces  amounted  to  only  4000  foot  and  1200 
horfe,  which  was  a  body  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  Irifh.  army,  if  it  had 
been  all  engaged.  Thefe  authorities  are  fet  againft  Mr.  Neal .  On  the 
other  hand,  Whitloche  informs  us  that,  previoufly  to  this  defeat,  letters  from 
Ireland  reprefented  the  duke  of  Ormond  as  approaching  Dublin  with  1 2000 
foot  and  2400  horfe;  and  letters  from  Chefter  reported  him  40,000  ftrong 
before  Dublin.  Ludlow  fays,  that  his  forces  were  double  in  number  to 
thofe  of  Jones .  Borlafe  fays,  that  Jones  with  very  few  forces,  compara¬ 
tively,  fell  on  the  befiegers,  killed  4000,  and  took  2517  prifoners.  The 
plunder  of  the  held,  we  are  told,  was  fo  rich,  that  the  camp  was  like  a  fair, 
prefenting  for  fale  cloth,  filk,  and  all  manner  of  cloaths.  The  parliament 
fettled  ioool,  per  annum  in  land  on  Jones,  for  his  fervices.  Whitlocke’s 
Memoirs,  p.  393,  40 1,  404.  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  p,  10 1,  4to.  ed.  And 
Harris’s  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  328.  Ed. 

§  Dr.  Grey  fpends  here  more  than  ten  pages  in  detailing,  from  lord 
Clarendon ,  various  adls  of  opprelfion,  cruelty,  and  murder,  perpetrated  by 
individuals  of  Cromwell's  army;  to  fhew  that  they  were  not  lefs  barbarous 
and  bloodthirfty  than  the  inhuman  wretches  concerned  in  the  Irifh  maffacre. 
Such  deeds,  undoubtedly,  fhock  humanity;  and  ought  to  (hock  every  party. 

But  the  guilt  lieth  originally  at  the  door  of  thofe  who  were  the  fir  ft  aggref- 
Tors ;  whofe  conduct  furnifhed  the  precedent  and  provoked  retaliation .  Er>. 
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find  fuitable  encouragement  from  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
ce  land  and  himfelf,  in  proportion  to  their  merits.**  *  Having 
refrefhed  his  forces  he  marched  direftly  to  Drogheda,  which 
was  gan honed  with  2 500  foot  and  300  horfe,  and  was  there¬ 
fore  thought  capable  of  holding  out  a  month;  but  the  ge- 
neial  neglecting  the  common  forms  of  approach,  battered 
the  walls  with  his  cannon,  and  having  made  two  acceffible 
breaches,  like  an  impetuous  conqueror,  entered  the  town  in 
perfon  at  the  head  of  colonel  Ewer’ s  regiment  of  foot,  and 
put  all  the  garrifon  to  the  fword.  From  thence  he  marched 
to  Wexford,  which  he  took  likewife  by  ftorm,  and  after  the 
example  of  Drogheda,  put  the  garrifon  to  the  fword;  the 
general  declaring,  that  he  would  facrifice  all  the  Jrijh  papi/ls 
to  the  ghojls  of  the  Englifh  protejlants  whom  they  had  maffacred 
in  cold  blood. \\  The  conqueit  of  thefe  places  (truck  fuch  a 
terror  into  the  reft,  that  they  furrendered  upon  the  firft  fum* 
mons;  the  name  of  Cromwell  carrying  viftory  on  its  wings 
before  himfelf  appeared,  the  whole  country  was  reduced  by 
the  middle  of  May,  except  Limerick,  Galway,  and  one  or 
two  other  places,  which  Ireton  took  the  following  fummei\ 
Lord  Inchequin  deferted  the  remains  of  the  royal  army,  and 
Ormond  fled  into  France.  Lieutenant-general  Cromwell  being 
called  home  to  march  againfl  the  Scots,  arrived  at  London 
about  the  middle  of  May,  and  was  received  by  the  parlia¬ 
ment  and  city  with  diftinguifhed  refpeft  and  honour,  as  a  fob 
dier  who  had  gained  more  laurels,  and  done  more  wonders 
in  nine  months,  than  any  age  or  hiftory  could  parallel. 


||  Great  reproach,  on  this  account,  has  fallen  on  the  name  of  Cromwell. 
He  reconciled  himfelf  to  the  execution  pf  fuch  fevere  orders,  for  putting  to 
the  fword  and  giving  no  quarter,  by  confidering  them  as  neceffary  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  effufion  of  blood  for  the  future,  and  as  the  inftrument  of  the  righ¬ 
teous  judgment  of  God  upon  thofe  barbarous  wretches  who  had  imbrued 
their  hands  in  fo  much  innocent  blood.  If  ever  fuch  meafures  are  juftifiable, 
€C  it  is  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,”  obferves  Dr.  Harris ,  “  where  the  known 
“  difpofition  and  behaviour  of  the  fufferers  are  remarkably  barbarous,  in- 
fc  human,  and  cruel.”  Such  horror,  we  are  told,  had  the  barbarities  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Irifh,  in  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion  and  during  the  courfe 
of  the  war,  imprefFed  on  every  Englifh  breaft,  that  even  the  humane  and 
gentle  Fairfax  expreffed  in  warm  and  fevere  terms  his  difapprobation  at 
granting  them  quarter.  Harris’s  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  229,  and  Ma¬ 
caulay’s  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  v.  p.  15,  note,  8vo.  ed.  Ed. 
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It  is  a  remarkable  account  the  lieutenant-general  gives  in 
one  of  his  letters,  of  the  behaviour  of  the  army  after  their 
arrival  in  Ireland;  “  their  diligence,  courage,  and  behaviour 
“  is  fucli,  (fays  he)  through  the  providence  of  God,  and 
“  drict  care  of  the  chief  officers,  that  never  men  did  obey 
“  orders  more  chearfully,  nor  go  upon  duty  more  courage- 
“  oufly.  Never  did  greater  harmony  and  refolution.appear 
“  to  prcfecute  this  caufe  of  God,  than  in  this  army.  Such 
“  a  confent  of  heart  and  hands;  fucli  a  fympathy  of  affec- 
“  tions,  not  only  in  carnal  but  in  fpiritual  bonds,  which  tie 
“  fader  than  chains  of  adamant!  I  have  often  obferved  a 
“  wonderful  confent  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  upon  the 
«  grounds  of  doing  fervice  to  God,  and  how  miraculoufly 
“  they  have  fucceeded.  The  mind  of  man  being  fatisfied, 

,  “  and  fixed  on  God,  and  that  his  undertaking  is  for  God’s 
“  glory,  it  gives  the  greated  courage  to  thofe  men,  and  prof- 

perity  to  their  aftions.”* 

To  put  the  affairs  of  Ireland  together :  the  roman  catho- 
licks  charged  the  ill  fucccfs  of  their  affairs  upon  the  duke 
of  Ormond ,  and  fent  him  word,  “  that  they  were  determined 
“  not  to  fubmit  any  longer  to  his  commands,  it  not  being  fit 
“  that  a  catholick  army  diould  be  under  the  dire&ion  of  a 
“  protedant  general;  but  that  if  he  would  depart  the  king- 
“  dom,  they  would  undertake  of  themfelves  to  drive  Ireton 
“  out  of  Dublin.”  After  this  they  offered  the  kingdom  to 
the  duke  of  Lorrain,  a  bigotted  papid,  who  was  wife  enough 
to  decline  the  offer,||  and  then  quarrelling  among  themfelves 
they  were  foon  driven  out  of  all  the  drong  holds  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror. 
All  who  had  borne  arms  in  the  late  infurreftion,  were  fiiipped 
away  into  France,  Spain,  or  Flanders,  never  to  return  on 
pain  of  death.  Thofe  who  had  a  hand  in  murdering  the  pro- 
tedants  at  the  time  of  the  maffacre,  were  brought  from  fe- 
veral  parts  of  the  country,  and  after  conviction  upon  a  fair 
trial  were  executed.  The  red  of  the  natives,  who  were  called 


*  Whitlocke,  p.  434. 

||  Dr.  Grey  infinuates  here  a  reflexion  on  Mr.  Neal9 s  veracity;  by  re^ 
marking  that  he  produces  no  authority  for  the  aflertion.  But  that  Ireland 
was  offered  to  the  guardianfhip  of  the  duke  of  Lor  rain  has  been  fince  men¬ 
tioned,  ns  an  incontrovertible  fa  ft,  by  Dr.  Harris  and  Mrs.  Macaulay.  Ed. 
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Z°7\  Were  ^J11. up  'n  the  moft  in,and  counties,  and  their 
lands  given  partly  m  payment  to  the  foldiers  who  fettled  there 

and  the  reft  to  the  firft  adventurers.  ||  Lord  Clarendon  relates 

<C  ;l^:d  •  ^neafr  °ne  hundred  thoufand  of  them  were  tranf- 
ported  into  foreign  parts,  for  the  fervice  of  the  kings  of 
.ranee  and  Spam;  double  that  number  were  confumed  by 
«  ,i  e  _  famine,  and  other  feverities  exercifed  upon 

<t  „  in  trhflr  °YU  country  >  the  remainder  were  by  Cram- 
well  tranfplanted  into  the  molt  inland,  barren,  defolate,  and 
mountainous  part  of  the  province  of  Connaught,  and  it 

„  7aS  lawfu!  f?r™Y  man  t0  ki]l  any  of  the  Irilh,  that  were 
„  found  "uc,of  the  hounds  appointed  them  within  that  cir¬ 
cuit.  Such  a  proportion  of  land  was  allotted  to  every  man 
as  the  protector  thought  competent  for  them;  Upon  which 
they  were  to  give  formal  releafes  of  all  their  titles  to  their 
lands  in  any  other  provinces;  if  they  refufed  to  give  fuch 
releafes,  they  were  Hill  deprived,  and  left  to  ftarve  within 
the  limits  prefenbed  them;  out  of  ;vhich  they  durft  not 
withdraw;  fo  that  very  few  refufed  to  fign  thofe  releafes 
<c  °.r  otker„a^s  which  were  demanded.  It  was  a  confiderable 
time  before  thefe  Irilh  could  raife  any  thing  out  of  their 
lands  to  fupport  their  lives;  but  neceffity  was  the  fprinn 
of  mduftry.  .  Thus  they  lived  under  all  the  infamy  of  a 
conquered  nation  till  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II. 
a  juft  judgment  of  God  for  their  barbarous  and  unheard-of 

cruelties  to  the  Irilh  proteftants!  - 

.  d  °  return  jo  England :  the  body  of  the  prelbyterians  afted 
in  concert  with  the  Scots,  for  reftoring  the  king’s  family 
upon  the  foot  of  the  covenant;  feveral  of  their  minifters 
carried  on  a  private  correspondence  with  the  chiefs  of  that 
nation,  and  inllead  of  taking  the  engagement -to  the  prefect 
powers,  called  them  ufurpers,  and  declined  praying  for  them 
in  their  churches;  they  alfo  declared  againll  a  general  tole¬ 
ration,  for  which  the  army  and  parliament  contended. 

When  lieutenant-general  Croihwell  was  embarking  for  Ire-' 
land,  he  fent  letters  to  the  parliament,  recommending  the  re¬ 
moval  of  all  the  penal  laws  relating  to  religion;  upon  which 
the  houfe  ordered  a  committee  to  make  report  concerning  a 
method  for  the  eafe  of  tender  confciences,  and  an  aft  to  be 
||  Carrington  s  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  155.  Clarendon,  p.  153. 
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brought  in  to  appoint  commiffioners  in  every  county,  for  the 
approbation  of  able  and  well-qualified  perfons  to  be  made 
minifters,  who  cannot  comply  with  the  prefent  ordinance  for 
ordination  of  minifters  * 

Aug.  1 6,  General  Fairfax  and  his  council  of  officers  pre- 
fented  a  petition  to  the  fame  purpofe,  praying that  all  pe- 
“  nal  ftatutes  formerly  made,  and  ordinances  lately  made, 

“  whereby  many  confcientious  people  wrere  molefted,  and 
“  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  hindered,  might  be  removed. 

“  Not  that  they  defired  this  liberty  fhould  extend  to  the 
“  fetting  up  popery,  or  the  late  hierarchy;  or  to  the  coun- 
“  tenancingany  fort  of  immorality  or  prophanenefs;  for  they 
“  earneftly  defired,  that  drunkennefs,  fwearing,  uncleannefs, 

“  and  all  a£ts  of  prophanenefs,  might  be  vigoroufly  profe- 
“  cuted  in  all  perfons  whatfoever.”j|  The  houfe  promifed  to 
take  the  petition  into  fpeedy  confederation,  and  after  fome 
time  pafled  it  into  a  law.  , 

But  to  bring  the  prefbyterian  clergy  to  the  teft,  the  engage¬ 
ment  which  had  been  appointed  to  be  taken  by  all  civil  and 
military  officers  within  a  limited  time,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
their  places,  was  now  required  to  be  fworn  and  fubfcribed 
by  an  minifters,  heads  of  colleges  and  halls,  fellows  of  houfes, 
graduates,  and  all  officers  in  the  univerfities ;  and  by  the 
matters,  fellows,  fchool-mafters,  and  fcholars  of  Eton  col- 
lege,  Weftminfter,  and  Winchefter  fchools;  no  minifter  was 
to  be  admitted  to  any  eccleHaftical  living,  no  clergyman  to  fit 
as  member  of  the  aflembly  of  divines,  nor  be  capable  of  en¬ 
joying  any  preferment  in  the  church,  unlefs  he  qualified  him-  * 
felf  by  taking  the  engagement  within  fix  months,  publickly  la 
the  face  of  the  congregation.^ 

Nov.  g,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee,  to  confider  how 
the  engagement  might  be  fubfcribed  by  all  the  people  of  the 
nation  of  eighteen  years  of  age  and  upwards.  Purfuant  to 
which  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  paffed,  Jan.  2,  to  debar  all 
who  (hould  refufe  to  take  and  fubferibe  it,  from  the  benefit 

of  the  law;^  and  to  difable  them  from  filing  in  any  court  of 
law  or  equity. 

f  his  was  a  fevere  teft  on  the  prefbyterians,  occafioned  by 
the  apprehended  rupture  with  the  Scots  j  but  their  clergy  in- 

*  Whitlocke,  p.  405.  ||  Ibid.  P.  404.  f  Walker,  p.  146. 
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weighed  bitterly  againft  it  in  their  fermons,  and  refufed  to 
otxcive  the  days  of  humiliation  appointed  by  authority  for  a 
bleiimg  upon  their  arms.  Mr.  Baxter  fays,|  that  he  wrote 
feveral  letters  to  me  foldiers,  to  convince  them  of  the  un-* 
lawful nefs  of  the  prefent  expedition:  and  in  his  fermons  de¬ 
clared  it  a  fin  to  force  imnifters  to  pray  for  the  fuccefs  of 
thofe  who  had  violated  the  covenant,  and  were  going  to  de- 
ftroy  their  bretnren.  That  he  both  fpoke  and  preached 
againft  the  engagement ,  and  diftuaded  men  from  taking  it.  At 
Exeter,  fays  Mr.  Whitlocke,  the  mini/iers  went  out  of  town  on 
the  faft-day,  and  fhut  up  the  church  doors;  and  all  the  ma¬ 
gnates  refufed  the  engagement.  At  Taunton  the  faft  was 
not  kept  by  the  prefbyterian  minifters;  and  at  Chefter  they 
condemned  the  engagement  to  the  pit  of  hell;  as  did  many  of 
the  London  minifters,  who  kept  days  of  private  falling  and 
prayer,  againft  the  prefent  government.  Some  of  them°(fays 
Wbitlocke )  joined  the  royalifts,  and  refufed  to  read  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  parliament  in  their  pulpits,  as  was  ufual  in  thofe 
times;  nay,  when  the  Scots  were  beaten,  they  refufed  to  ob- 
ferve  the  day  of  thankfgiving, J  but  fliut  up  their  churches 
and  went  out  of  town;  for  which  they  were  fummoned  be¬ 
fore  the  committee  and  reprimanded;  but  the  times  being 
unfettled  no  further  notice  was  taken  of  them  at  prefent. 

Moft  of  the  feclarian  party  (fays  Mr.  Baxter *)  fwallowed 
th t  engagement-,  and  fo  did  the  king’s  old  cavaliers',  very  few 
of  them  being  fick  of  the  dileafe  of  a  fcrupulous  confidence: 
fome  wrote  for  it,  but  the  moderate  epifcopal  men  and  prefby- 
terians  generally  refufed  it.  Thofe  of  Lancafhire  and  Chefhirc 
publifhed  the  following  reafons  againft  it: 

(x.)  “  Becaufe  they  apprehended  the  oath  of  allegiance, 

“  and  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  were  ftill  binding. 

(2.)  “  Becaufe  the  prefent  powers  were  no  better  than 
“  ufurpers. 

f  Life,  p.  64,  66. 

J  Lord  Grey ,  at  the  defire  of  fome  who  were  zealoufly  attached  to  the 
parliament,  complained,  in  a  letter  to  the  lord  prefident  of  the  council  of 
ftate,  of  the  negleft  of  the  minifters,  in  Leicefterfnire  and  another  county, 
in  this  inftance:  and  urged  the  importance  of  noticing  their  contempt  of 
the  thankfgiving  day,  exprefled  by  their  non-obfervance  of  it.  Dr.  Grey’s 
Appendix,  No.  8.  Ed. 

*  Life,  p.  64,  65. 

(3.)  “  Becaufe 
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(3.)  “  Becaufe  the  taking  of  it  was  a  prejudice  to  the  right 
6C  heir  of  the  crown,  and  to  the  ancient  legal  conftitution.” 
To  which  it  was  anfwered,  “  that  it  was  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  the  folemn  league  and  co- 
“  venant  to  be  in  force  after  the  king’s  death ;  for  how  could 
they  be  obliged  to  preferve  the  king’s  perfon,  when  the 
“  king’s  perfon  was  deftroyed,  and  the  kingly  office  abolifh- 
ed;  and  as  to  his  fuccefl.br,  his  right  had  been  forfeited 
“  and  taken  away  by  parliament.”  With  regard  to  the, pre¬ 
sent  powers ,  it  was  faid,  u  that  it  was  not  for  private  perfons 
“  to  difpute  the  rights  and  titles  of  their  fupreme  governors. 
cc  Here  was  a  government  de  faElo ,  under  which  they  lived; 
“  as  long  therefore  as  they  enjoyed  the  prote&ion  of  the  go- 
vernment,  it  was  their  duty  to  give  all  reafonable  fecurity 
“  that  they  would  not  difturb  it,  or  elfe  to  remove.”  The 
body  of  the  common  people  being  weary  of  war,  and  wil¬ 
ling  to  live  quiet  under  any  adminiftration,  fubmitted  to  the 
engagement,  as  being  little  more  than  a  promife  not  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  fubverfion  of  the  prefent  government,  but  many 
of  the  prefbyterian  clergy  chofe  rather  to  quit  their  prefer¬ 
ments  in  the  church  and  univerfity,  than  comply;  which 
made  way  for  the  promotion  of  feveral  independant  divines, 
and  among  others,  of  Dr.  ‘Thomas  Goodwin ,  one  of  the  dif- 
fenting  brethren  in  the  affembly,  who  by  order  of  parliament, 
Jan.  8,  1749-50,  was  appointed  prefident  of  Magdalen  col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  with  the  privilege  of  nominating  fellows  and 
demies  in  fuch  places  as  ffiould  become  vacant  by  death,  or 
by  the  poffeffors  refufing  to  take  the  engagement .* 

The  parliament  tried  feveral  methods  to  reconcile  the  pref- 
byterians  to  the  prefent  adminiftration;  perfons  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  treat  with  them,  and  alfure  them  of  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  government,  and  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
ecclefiaftical  preferments  according  to  law;  when  this  could 
not  prevail,  an  order  was  publilhed,  that  minifters  in  their 
pulpits  fliould  not  meddle  with  ftate  affairs.  After  this  the 
celebrated  Milton  was  appointed  to  write  for  the  govern¬ 
ment,  who  rallied  the  feditious  preachers  with  his  fatyrical 
pen  in  a  fevere  manner;  .at  length,  when  all  other  methods 
failed,  a  committee  was  chofen  to  receive  informations  againft 
fuel}  minifters  as  in  their  pulpits  vilified  and  afperfed  the  au. 

*  Whitlocke,  p.  453.  thority 
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thorny  or  parliament,  and  an  ad  was  pafiod,  that  all  fuch 
iticmk.  dc  lequeftered  from  their  ecclefiallical  preferments."*" 

.  he  preibyterians  fupported  themfelves  under  thefe  hard- 
iinps,  by  their  alliance  with  the  Scots,  and  their  hope  of  a 
Ipeedy  alteration  of  affairs  by  their  affiftance;  for  in  the  re- 
moni trance  of  the  general  affembly  of  that  kirk,  dated  July 
zjy  they  declare,  that  “  the  fpirit  which  has  ached  in  the 
councils  of  thofe  who  have  obftru&ed  the  work  of  God 
“  °elPift'd  the  covenant,  corrupted  the  truth,  forced  the  pari 

«  * 'nTivT  ™“rdfre£*  the  king,  changed  the  government,  and 
euabliihcd  *uch  an  unlimited  toleration  in  religion,  cannot 

“  be  the  fpirit  of  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs.  They  there¬ 
fore  wai  n  the  iubjeds  of  Scotkuid  againft  joining  with  them 
and  in  cafe  of  an  invafion  to  ftand  up  in  their  own  defence 
“  The  Lnglifh  have  no  controverfy  with  us,  (fay  they)  but 
becaufe  the  kirk  and  ftate  have  declared  againft  their  un¬ 
lawful  engagement',  becaufe  we  ftill  adhere  to  our  covenant, 
<c  and  have  borne  our  teftimony  againft  their  toleration,  and 
“  taking  away  the  king’s  life.”*  But  then  they  warn  their 
people  alfo  againft  malignant s,  “  who  value  themfelves  upon 
“  their  attachment  to  the  young  king,  and  if  any  from  that 
<c  quarter  fhould  invade  the  kingdom,  before  his  majefty  has 
<£  given  fatisfaftion  to  the  parliament  and  kirk,  they  exhort  * 
<c  their  people  to  refift  them,  as  abettors  of  an  abfolute  and 
arbitrary  government.” 

About  two  months  after  this,  the  parliament  of  England 
publillied  a  declaration  on  their  part,  wherein  they  complain 
of  the  revolt  of  the  Englifh  and  Scots  prefbyterians,  and  of 
their  taking  part  with  the  enemy,  becaufe  their  difeipline  was 
not  the  exaeft  ftandard  of  reformation.  “  But  we  are  ftill 
‘c  determined  (fay  they||)  not  to  be  difeouraged  in  our  endea- 
“  vours  to  promote  the  purity  of  religion,  and  the  liberty 
“  of  the  commonwealth;  and  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  our 
“  prefbyterian  brethren,  we  declare,  that  we  will  continue  all 
“  thofe  ordinances  which  have  been  made  for  the  promoting  a 
“  reformation  of  religion,  in  doctrine,  warjhip,  and  difeipline , 

“  in  their  full  force ;  and  will  uphold  the  fame,  in  order  to 
“  fupprefs  popery,  fuperftition,  blafphemy,  and  all  kinds  of 
prophanenefs.  Only  we  conceive  ourfelves  obliged  to  take 
t  Whitlocke,  p.  387.  *  Vol.  Pamph,  No,  34,  p,  y.  |[  Ibid.  No.  34. 
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fC  away  all  fitch  aids  and  ordinances  as  are  penal  and  coercive 
“  in  matters  of  conference.  And  becaufe  this  has  given  fo 

great  offence,  we  declare  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that 

by  whomfoever  this  liberty  (hall  be  abufed,  we  will  be 
“  ready  to  teflify  our  difpleafure  againft  them,  by  an  effec- 
44  tual  profecution  of  fuch  offenders.’ ’ 

The  Scots  commiffioners  were  all  this  while  treating  with 

o 

the  king  in  Holland,  and  infilling  on  his  fubferibing  the  fo- 
lemn  league  and  covenant;  his  eftablifhing  the  Weftminfter 
confeffon ,  the  directory,  and  the  prefbyterian  government  in 
both  kingdoms.  The  king  being  under  difeouraging  circum- 
ftances,  confented  to  all  their  demands  with  regard  to  Scot- 
land,  and  as  to  England  referred  himfelf  to  a  free  parliament: 
but  the  Scots  not  fatisfied  with  his  majefty’s  exceptions  as  to 
England,  replied,  that  44  fuch  an  anfwer  as  this  would  grieve 
44  the  whole  kirk  of  Scotland,  and  all  their  covenanting  bre- 
44  thren  in  England  and  Ireland,  who  under  pain  of  the  mod 
44  folemn  perjury  {land  bound  to  God  and  one  another,  to 
44  live  and  die  by  their  covenant ,  as  the  chief  fecurity  of  their 
44  religion  and  liberties,  againft  popiflt  and  prelatical  malig- 
44  nants.  Tour  majefty  s  father  (fay  they)  in  his  lajl  meffage 
44  to  our  kirk  offered  to  ratify  the  fdemn  league  and  covenant . 
44  He  offered  likewife  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight  to  confirm  the  dircc- 
44  tory,  and  the  prejbyterial  government  in  England  and  Ire - 
44  land)  till  he  and  his  parliament  fhould  agree  upon  a  fettled 
.  ^  order  of  the  church .  Befides,  your  majefty  having  offered 
44  to  confirm  the  abolifhing  of  epifcopacy,  and  the  fervice 
44  book  in  Scotland,  it  cannot  certainly  be  againft  your  con- 
44  fcience  to  do  it  in  England.”  But  the  king  would  advance 
no  farther'till  he  had  heard  from  the  queen  mother,  who 
fent  him  word,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  council  of 
France,  that  he  fhould  agree  with  the  Scots  upon  the  beft 
terms  he  was  able,  which  he  did  accordingly,  as  will  be  re¬ 
lated  the  next  year. 

The  fifth  provincial  affembly  of  London  met  the  beginning 
of  May  [1649]  at  Sion  college,  the  reverend  Mr.  Jackfon ,  of 
St.  Michael  Wood-ftreet,  moderator.  A  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  prepare  materials  for  proof  of  the  divine  right  of 
prefbyterial  church  government.  -The  proofs  were  examined 
and  approved  by  this,-  and  the  affembly  that  met  in  November 
-  v  *  following, 

1  ♦v. 
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following,  of  which  Mr.  Walker  was  moderator,  Mr.  Calatny 
and  Mr.  Jackfon  aiieffors,  and  Mr.  Blackwell  fcribe.  The 
treaufe  was  printed,  and  aflerts**; 

(i.)  That  there  is  a  church  government  of  divine  infti- 

union. 

(2.)  That  the  civil  magiftrate  is  not  the  origin  or  head  of 
church  government.  And, 

(3-).  That  * * * §e  government  of  the  church  by  fynods  and 
claffes  is  the  government  that  Chrift  appointed.  It  main¬ 
tains  leparation  from  their  churches  to  be  jchijhi ;  that  mi- 
nilteis  formerly  ordained  by  bifhops  need  not  be  re-ordained  : 
And  for  private  chriftians  in  particular  churches  to  alfume  a 
right  of  fending  perfons  forth  to  preach,  and  to  adminifter 
the  facrameqts,  is  in  their  opinion  infufferable. 

The  parliament  did  all  they  could  to  fatisfy  the  malecon- 
tent  prelbyterians,  by  fecuring  them  in  their  livings,  and  by 
ordering  the  dean  and  chapter  lands  to  be  fold,*"  and  their 
names  to  be  extinct,  except  the  deanry  of  Chrift  church,  and 
the  foundations  of  Wefhninfter,  Winchefter,  and  Eaton 
fchools.  The  bilhops  lands,  which  had  been  fequeftered 
fince  the  year  1646,  were  now  by  an  ordinance  of  June  8, 
1649*  veiled  in  the  hands  of  new  trudees,  and  appropriated 
to  the  augmentation  of  poor  livings  in  the  church.  §  The 
firft-fruits  and  tenths  of  all  ecclefiaftical  livings,  formerly  pay¬ 
able  to  the  crown,  were  veiled  in  the  fame  hands,  free  from 
all  incumbrances,  on  trull,  that  they  fhould  pay  yearly  all 
fuch  falaries,  llipends,  allowances  and  provilions,  as  have 
been  fettled  and  confirmed  by  parliament,  for  preaching  mi- 
nillers,  fchool-mafters,  or  profelfors  in  the  univerfities;  pro¬ 
vided  the  affignment  to  any  one  do  not  exceed  one  hundred 
pounds.  It  is  further  provided,  that  the  maintenance' of  all 
incumbents  fhall  not  be  lefs  than  one  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
and  the  commiffioners  of  the  great  feal  are  empowered  to 


*  The  money  railed  by  the  fale  of  thofe  lands  amounted  to  a  very  con- 

fiderable  fum.  The  return  of  the  value  of  the  lands,  contrafled  for  to  the 

29th  of  Auguft  1650,  made  to  the  committee  for  the  fale  of  them,  fixed  it 
at  the  fum  of  948,409b  18s.  2|d.  of  which,  on  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  the 
total  of  the  purchafers’  acquittances .  amounted  to  638,501b  z>.  gd.  Dr. 
Grey,  vob  iii.  Appendix,  p.  18.  Ed. 

§  Scobel,  p.  41,  113,  v  '  . 
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enquire  into  the  yearly  value  of  all  eccleflaftical  livings,  to 
which  any  cure  of  fouls  is  annexed;  and  to  certify  into  the 
court  of  Chancery,  the  names  of  the  prefent  incumbents  who 
fupply  the  cure,  with  their  refpeftive  Hilaries;  how  many 
chapels  belong  to  parifh  churches,  and  how  the  fevera! 
churches  and  chapels  are  fupplied  with  preaching  minifters; 
that  fo  fome  courfe  may  be  taken  for  providing  for  a  better 
maintenance  where  it  is  wanting.  Dr.  Walker  lays,*  the  va¬ 
lue  of  bifhops  lands  forfeited  and  fold  amounted  to  a  million 
of  money ;  but  though  they  fold  very  cheap,  they  that  brought 
them  had  a  very  dear  bargain  in  the  end. 

Upon  debate  of  an  ordinance  concerning  publick  worfliip, 
and  church  government,  the  houfe  declared,  that  the  prefby- 
terial  government  fliould  be  the  eftablifhed  government. 
And  upon  the  queftion,  whether  tithes  fliould  be  continued, 
it  was  refolved,  that  they  fliould  not  be  taken  away,  till  an¬ 
other  maintenance  equally  large  and  honourable  fliould  be 
fubftltuted  in  its  room. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  principality  of  Wales  were  defti- 
tute  of  the  means  of  chriftian  knowledge,  their  language  was 
little  underftood,  their  clergy  were  ignorant  and  idle;  To  that 
they  had  hardly  a  fermon  from  one  quarter  of  a  year  to  an¬ 
other.  The  people  had  neither  bibles  nor  catechifms;  nor 
was  there  a  fufficient  maintenance  for  fuch  as  were  capable 
of  inftrufting  them.  The  parliament  taking  the  cafe  of  thefe 
people  into  confideration,  pafled  an  aft,  Feb.  22,  1649, 
for  the  better  propagation  and  preaching  of  the  gofpel  in  Wales  y 
for  the  ejecting  fcandalous  minijlers  and  fchool-majlers ,  dnd 
redrefs  of  fome  grievances ;  to  continue  in  force  for  three 
years.  What  was  done  in  purfuance  of  this  ordinance  will 
be  related  hereafter;  but  the  parliament  were  fo  intent  upon 
the  affair  of  religion  at  this  time,  that  Mr.  Whitlocke  fays, 
they  devoted  Friday  in  every  week  to  confute  ways  and  means 
for  promoting  it. 

Dor  did  they  confine  themfelves  to  England,  but  as  foon 
as  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  had  reduced  Ireland,  the  par¬ 
liament  pafled  an  ordinance,  March  8,  1649,  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  religion  and  learning  in  that  country;  “  they 
“  inverted  all  the  manors  and  lands  late  of  the  archbifhop  of 

*  P.  I4,  ; 
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Dublin,  and  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Patrick,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  parfonage  of  Trym  belonging  to  the  bifhop- 
“  rick  of  Meath,  in  the  hands  of  truftees,  for  the  maime- 
"  nance  and  fupport  of  Trinity  college  in  Dublin;. and  for 
the  creating,  fettling,  and  maintaining  another  college  in 
the  faid  city,  and  of  a  mailer,  fellows,  fcholars,  and  pub- 
lick  profeffors :  and  alfo  for  erecting  a  free-fchool,  with 
a  maftei ,  ufher,  fcholars,  and  officers,  in  fuch  manner  as 
any  five  of  the  truftees,  with  the  confent  of  the  lord-lieu¬ 
tenant,  fhall  direft  and  appoint.  The  lord-lieutenant  to 
nominate  the  governor,  mailers,  & c.  and  to  appoint  them 
“  their  falaries ;  and  the  truftees,  with  the  confent  of  the  lord- 
tf  lieutenant,  fhall  draw  up  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  to  be 
“  confirmed  by  the  parliament  of  England.” 

The  univerfity  of  Dublin  being  thus  revived,  and  put  upon 
a  new  foot,  the  parliament  fent  over  fix  of  their  moll  accept¬ 
able  preachers  to  give  it  reputation,  appointing  them  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year  out  of  the  bilhop’s  lands;  and  till 
that  could  be  duly  raifed,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  re¬ 
venues:  and  for  their  further  encouragement,  if  they  died 
in  that  fervice,  their  families  were  to  be  provided  for.  By 
thefe  methods  learning  began  to  revive,  and  in  a  few  years 
religion  appeared  with  a  better  face  than  it  had  ever  done 
before  in  that  kingdom. 

__  A  prolpeft  being  opened  for  fpreading  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion  among  the  Indians,  upon  the  borders  of  New-England, 
the  parliament  allowed  a  general  collection  throughout  Eng¬ 
land,  and  ere&ed  a  corporation  for  this  fervice,  who  pur- 
clafed  an  eftate  in  land  of  between  five  and  fix  hundred  pounds 
a  year;  but  on  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  the  charter 
became  void,  and  colonel  Beding  field ,  a  roman  catholick  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  king’s  army,  of  whom  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
land  was  purchafed,  feized  it  for  his  own  ufe,  pretending  he 
had  fold  it  under  the  real  value,  in  hopes  of  recovering  it 
upon  the  king’s  return.  In  order  to  defeat  the  colonel’s 
defign,  the  fociety  folicited  the  king  for  a  new  charter,  which 
they  obtained  by  the  intereft  of  the  lord  chancellor.  It  bears 
date  Feb.  7,  in  the  14th  year  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  and  dif¬ 
fers  but  little  from  the  old  one.  The  honourable  Robert 
Boyle,  efqj  was  the  firft  governor.  They  afterwards  reco¬ 
vered 
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vered  colonel  Bedingfield' s  eftate,  and  are  at  this  time  in  pof- 
feffion  of  about  five  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which  they  em¬ 
ploy  for  the  converfion  of  the  Indians  in  America. 

But  all  that  the  parliament  could  do  was  not  fufficient  to 
flop  the  mouths  of  the  loyalifts  and  difcontented  prelbyte- 
rians;  the  pulpit  and  preis  founded  to  fedition;  the  latter 
brought  forth  inveftives  every  week  againft  the  government; 
it  was  therefore  refolved  to  lay  a  fevere  fine  upon  offenders 
of  this  kind,  by  an  ordinance  bearing  date  Sept.  20,  1649, 
the  preamble  to  which  fets  forth,  that  “  Whereas  divers 
“  fcandalous  and  feditious  pamphlets  are  daily  printed,  and 
“  difperfed  with  officious  induftry  by  the  malignant  party 
“  both  at  home  and  abroad,  with  a  clefign  to  fubvert  the  pre- 
“  fent  government,  and  to  take  off"  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
pie  from  it,  it  is  therefore  ordained, 

1 

u  THAT  the  author  of  every  feditious  libel  or  pam* 
“  phlet  (ball  be  fined  ten  pounds,  or  fufFer  forty  days  im* 
prifonment,  The  printer  five  pounds,  and  his  printing* 
66  prefs  to  be  broken.  The  bookfeller  forty  fhillings  ;  die 
“  buyer  twenty  fhillings,  if  he  conceals  it,  and  does  not  de~ 
“  liver  it  up  to  a  juftice  of  peace.  It  is  further  ordained,  that 
66  no  news-paper  fhall  be  printed,  or  fold  without  licence, 
cc  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the  parliament,  or  the  fe- 
cc  cretary  of  the  army,  or  fuch  other  perfon  as  the  council  of 
“  ftate  fhall  appoint.  No  printing-prefles  are  to  be  allowed 
cc  but  in  London,  and  in  the  two  univerfities.  All  printers 
“  are  to  enter  into  bonds  of  three  hundred  pounds,  not  to 
cc  print  any  pamphlet  againft  the  ftate  without  licence,  as 
u  aforefaid,  unlefs  the  author’s  or  licenfer’s  name,  with  the 
cc  place  of  his  abode  be  prefixed.  All  importers  of  feditious 
cc  pamphlets  are  to  forfeit  five  pounds  for  every  fuch  book 
“  or  pamphlet,  No  books  are  to  be  landed  in  any  other 
4C  port  but  that  of  London,  and  to  be  viewed  by  the  matter 
“  and  wardens  of  the  company  of  Jlati oners .  This  aft  to 
“  continue  in  force  for  twro  years.”* 

But  the  pulpit  was  no  lefs  dangerous  than  the  prefs;  the 
prefbyterian  miniflers  in  their  publick  prayers  and  fermons, 
efpecially  on  fafbdays,  keeping  alive  the  difeontents  of  the 

?  Scobel,  p.  88.  Cap.  6q. 
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rfl0P|e'i  ^'11C  5??vci'n‘nent  tilercfore,  by  an  ordinance,  abo- 
liihed  the  monthly  faft,  which  had  fubfified  for  about  feven 

years,  and  had  been  m  a  great  meafure  a  faft  for  ftrife  and 
debate;  but  declared  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  fhould  ap¬ 
point  occafional  fads,  from  time  to  time  for  the  future  as 
the  providences  of  God  fhould  require.* 

In  the  midft  of  all  thefe  diforders,  there  was  a  very  great 
appearance  of  fobriety  both  in  city  and  country;  the  inde¬ 
fatigable  pains  of  the  prefbyterian  minifters  in  catechizing, 
luftructing,  and  vifiting  their  parifhioners,  can  never  be  fuf- 
nciently  commended.  The  whole  nation  was  civilized,  and 
confiderably  improved  in  found  knowledge,  though  bifhop 
Kennet  and  Mr.  Eachard  are  pleafed  to  fay,  that  herefies  and 
blafphemes  againji  heaven  were  j welled  up  to  a  moji  prodi- 
giouS'  height.  “  I  know  (fays  Mr.  Baxterf)  you  may  meet 
with  men  who  will  confidently  affirm,  that  in  thefe  times 
“  all  religion  was  trodden  under  foot,  and  that  herefy  and 
“  fchifm  were  the  only  piety;  but  I  give  warning  to  all  ages, 
that  they  take  heed  how  they  believe  any,  while  they  are 
“  fpeaking  for  the  interefl  of  their  faffions  and  opinions 
againfl  then  leal  or  fuppofed  adverfaries.,>  However, 
the  parliament  did  what  they  could  to  fupprefs  and  difeoun- 
tenance  all  fuch  extravagancies;  and  even  the  officers  of  the 
army,  having  convicted  one  of  their  quarter-majlers  of  blaf- 
phemy  in  a  council  of  war,  fentenced  him  to  have  his  tongue 
bored  through  with  an  hot  iron,  his  fword  broke  over  his 
head,  and  to  be  cafhiered  the  army. 

But  bifhop  Kennet  fays,  even  the  Turkijh  alcoran  was  com¬ 
ing  in ;  that  it  was  tranflated  into  Eng/ijh,  and  /aid  to  be  li- 
cenfed  by  one  of  the  minifters  of  London.  Sad  times !  Was  ' 
his  lordfhip  then  afraid  that  the  alcoran  fhould  prevail  againfl 
the  bible?  or  that  the  doctrines  of  Chrift  could  not  fupport 
themfelves  againfl  the  extravagant  follies  of  an  impoflor  ? 
But  the  book  did  no  harm,  though  the  commons  immediately 
pub! i filed  an  order  for  fuppreffing  it;  and  fince  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  monarchy  and  epifcopacy,  we  have  lived  to  fee  the  life 

of  Mahomet  and  his  Koran  publilhed  without  mifehief  or 
offence. 


His 


*  Whitlocke,  p.  383. 


§  Life,  p.  86. 
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His  lordfliip  adds,  that  the  papifts  took  advantage  of  the 
liberty  of  the  times,  who  were  never  more  numerous  and  bufy, 
which  is  not  very  probable,  becaufe  the  parliament  had  ba- 
niffied  all  papifts  twenty  miles  from  the  city  of  London,  and 
excepted  them  out  of  their  afts  of  indulgence  and  toleration; 
the  fpirit  of  the  people  againft  popery  was, kept  up  to  the 
height;  the  mob  carried  the  pope's  effigies  in  triumph,  and 
burnt  it  publickly  on  queen  Elizabeth' s  birth-day;  and  the 
minifters  in  their  pulpits  pronounced  him  antichrift;  but 
fuch  is  the  zeal  of  this  right  reverend  hiftorianlj  , 

The  beginning  of  this  year,  the  marquis  of  Montrofs  was 
taken  in  the  north  of  Scotland  by  colonel  Straughan *  with 

a  final! 

I  In  this  place  we  may  notice,  that  colonel  Lilburne ,  who  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  felt  the  fevere  efFetts  of  regal  and  epifcopal  anger,  now  in¬ 
curred  the  difpleafure  of  a  republican  government.  On  October  26,  1646, 
he  was  tried  for  tranfgrelling  the  new  ftatute  of  treafons  enacted  by  the 
commonwealth.  He  was  acquitted  by  the  jury;  and  Weftminfter-hall,  on 
the  verdict  being  given,  refounded  with  the  acclamations  of  the  people.  A 
print  was  ftruck  on  the  occafion,  reprefenting  him,  Handing  at  the  bar  on 
his  trial :  at  the  top  of  it  was  a  medal  of  his  head  with  this  inscription, 

John  Lilburne,  faved  by  the  power  of  the  Lord,  and  the  integrity  of 
44  his  jury,  who  are  judges  of  law  as  well  as  fa£t,  October  6,  1646.”  On 
the  reverfe  were  the  names  of  the  jury.  He  was  a  very  popular  chara&er; 
as  appears  from  the  many  petitions  prefented  to  the  houfe  in  his  favour, 
during  his  imprifonment;  one  of  which  came  from  a  number  of  women. 
When  fome  were  fent  to  feize  his  books,  he  perfuaded  them  44  to  look  to 
44  their  own  liberties,  and  let  his  books  alone and  on  his  trial,  he  behaved 
with  fmgular  intrepidity.  After  he  was  difcharged  by  the  jury,  he  was, 
by  the  order  of  parliament,  committed  to  the  Tower.  He  feems  to  have 
been  a  bold  and  confiftent  oppugner  of  tyranny,  under  whatever  form  of 
government  it  was  pra&ifed.  He  died  a  quaker,  at  Eltham,  Auguft  28, 
1658.  The  following  character  was  given  of  him  by  Sir  Thomas  Worthy , 
in  a  fong,  at  the  feaft  kept  by  the  prifoners  in  the  Tower,  in  Augull  1647. 

44  John  Lilburne  is  a  ftirring  blade. 

And  underflands  the  matter; 

He  neither  will  king,  bifhops,  lords, 

Nor  th’  houfe  of  commons  flatter. 

John  loves  no  power  prerogative. 

But  that  deriv’d  from  Sion ; 

.  As  for  the  mitre  and  the  crown, 

Thofe  two  he  looks  awry  on.” 

Granger’s  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  78,  8vo.  Whitlocke’s  Mem. 
p.  383,  384,  and  405.  Dr.  Grey,  vol.  i.  p.  167,  and  vol.  iii.  p.  17.  E». 

*  This  is  not  accurate.  .Colonel  Straughan9 s  forces  in  conjunction  with 
others,  fell  on  lord  Montrofs *s  party,  routed  them,  and  took  600  prifoners: 

c  z  but 
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afmall  body  of  troops,  and  hanged  at  Edinburgh  on  a  gal¬ 
lows  thirty  feet  high;  his  body  was  buried  under  the  gallows 
and  his  quarters  fet  upon  the  gates  of  the  principal  towns  in 
Scotland;  but  his  behaviour  was  great  and  firm  to  the  laft 
1  he  marquis  appeared  openly  for  the  king  in  the  vear  1 64-, 
and  having  routed  a  imall  party  of  covenanters  in  Perthflore’ 
acquired  confiderable  renown;  but  his  little  fucceffes  were 
very  mifchievous  to  the  king’s  affairs,  being  always  magni¬ 
fied  beyond  what  they  really  were:f  His  vanity  was  the  oc 
cafion  of  breaking  off  the  treaty  of  Uxbridge,  and  his  fears 
leit  king  Charles  II.  fhould  agree  with  the  Scots,  and  revoke 

nis  commiffion  before  he  had  executed  it,  now  hurried  him 
to  his  own  ruin. 

The  young  king  being  in  treaty  with  the  Scots  covenan¬ 
ters  at  Bieda,  was  forced  to  flifle  his  refentments  for  the 

death  of  the  marquis,  ana  fubmit  to  the  following  hard  con¬ 
ditions: 


(1.)  “  That  all  perfons  excommunicated  by  the  kirk 
“  fhould  be  forbid  the  court. 

(2.)  “  That  the  king  by  his  folemn  oath,  and  under  his 
hand  and  leal,  declaie  his  allowance  of  the  covenant. 

(3.)  “  That  he  confirm  thofe  affs  of  parliament  which 
enjoin  the  covenant.  l  hat  he  eftablifh  the  prefbyterian 
“  worfhip  and  difcipline,  and  fwear  never  to  oppofe,  or  en¬ 
deavour  to  alter  them.  ^ 

(4.)  “  That  all  civil  matters  be  determined  by  parliament- 
“  and  all  ecclefiaftical  affairs  by  the  kirk.  ’ 


but  the  marquis  himfelf  efcaped,  though  with  difficulty,  for  his  horfe,  pif- 
tols,  belt,  and  fcabbard,  were  feized:  and  two  or 'three  days  after  the  fight, 
he  was  taken  fixteen  miles  from  the  place  of  engagement,  in  a  difguife,  and’ 
forely  wounded :  having  been  betrayed,  fome  fay  by  lord  Aft  on,  but,  ac¬ 
cording  to  billiop  Burnet,  by  Mack'land,  of  Affin.  '  Dr.  Grey,  and  Whit- 
locke’s  Memorials,  p.  438,  9.  Ed. 

f  If  his  fucceffes  were  magnified  beyond  the  truth,  his  chara&er  has  alfo 
been  handed  down  with  the  higheft  eulogiums.  The  marquis  o fMontrofs, 
<c  fays  Mr.  Granger  ”  wa§  comparable  to  the  greatefl  heroes  of  antiquity! 
We  meet  with  many  inftances  of  valour  in  this  a&ive  reign;  but  Montrofs 
is  the  only  inftance  of  heroifm.  Amongft  other  circumftances  of  indignity, 
which  accompanied  his  execution,  the  book  of  his  exploits,  a  fmali  o&avo 
written  in  elegant  Latin,  which  is  now  very  fcarce,  was  tied  appendant  to 
his  neck.  Dr.  Grey,  and  Granger’s  Hiltory  of  England,  vol.ii.  p.  245,  6. 
Svo.  Ed. 

•  '  '  ’  (5.)  “That 

’  s 
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(5.)  “  That  his  majelty  ratify  all  that  has  been  done  in 
«  the  parliament  of  Scotland  in  fome  late  feffions,  and  fign 
«  the  covenant  upon  his  arrival  in  that  kingdom,  if  the  kirk 

“  defired  it.”*  _ 

The  king  arrived  in  Scotland  June  23,  but  before  his 
landing  the  commiflioners  infilled  on  his  figning  the  cove¬ 
nant,  and  upon  parting  with  all  his  old  counfellors,  which 
he  did,  and  was  then  conduced  by  the  way  of  Aberdeen  and 
St.  Andrews  to  his  houfe  at  Faulkland.  July  11,  his  ma- 
jefty  was  proclaimed  at  the  crofs  at  Edinburgh,  but  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  his  coronation  was  deferred  to  the  beginning  of  the 
next  year.  In  the  mean  time  the  Englilh  commonwealth  was 
providing  for  a  war  which  they  law  was  unavoidable,  and 
general  Fairfax  refulmg  to  act  againft  the  Scots,  his  corn- 
million  was  immediately  given  to  Cromzveil,  with  the  title  of 
Captain-general  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  raifed ,  and  to  be  raifed 
by  authority  of  parliament ,  within  the  commonwealth  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Three  days  after,  (viz.)  June  29,  he  marched  with 
eleven  thoufand  foot,  and  five  thoufand  horfe,  towards  the 
borders  of  Scotland,  being  refolved  not  to  wait  for  the  Scots 
invading  England,  but  to  carry  the  war  into  their  country. 
The  Scots  complained  to  the  Englilh  parliament  of  this  con- 
duft,  as  a  breach  of  the  aft  of  pacification,  and  of  the  co¬ 
venant  but  were  anfwered,  that  they  had  already  broken 
the  peace  by  their  treaty  with  Charles  Stuart ,  whom  they 
had  not  only  received  as  their  king,  but  promifed  to  ajfijl  in 
recovering  the  crown  of  England.  Their  receiving  the  king 
was  certainly  their  right  as  an  independant  nation ;  but  whe¬ 
ther  their  engaging  to  affilt  him  in  recovering  the  crown  of 
England,  was  not  declaring  war,  mull  be  left  to  the  reader. 

July  22,  the  general  eroded  the  Tweed,  and  marched  his 
army  almoll  as  far  as  Edinburgh  without  much  oppofition, 
the  country  being  deferted  by  reafon  of  the  terror  of  the 
name  of  Cromwell ,  and  the  reports  that  were  fpread  of  his 

*  Belides  taking  the  covenant,  it  was  enadled  of  the  king  alfo  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  twelve  articles  of  repentance,  in  which  were  enumerated  the 
fins  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  and  the  idolatry  of  his  mother ;  and  in 
which  were  declarations,  that  he  fought  the  reftitution  of  his  rights  for  the 
foie  advantage  of  religion,  and  in  fubordination  to  the  kingdom  of  C'hriil. 
Mrs.  Macaulay’s  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  v.  p.  62,  8vo.  Ed. 
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cruelty  in  Ireland.  Not  a  Scotfman  appeared  under  fixty 

roi  a  youth  above  fix  years  old,  to  interrupt  his  march.  All 

proviiions  were  deftroyed,  or  removed,  to  prevent  the  fub- 

ukence  of  the  army,  which  was  fupplied  from  time  to  time 

y  ea;  but  the  general  having  made  proclamation,  that  no 

man  ihould  be  injured  in  his  perfon  or  goods  who  was  not 

Gum  m  aims,  the  people  took  heart  and  returned  to  their 
dwellings. 

„  ^  ]le  Scots  army,  under  the  command  of  general  Lejley 

°n  tllC  defenllve>  watched  the  motions  of  the  En- 
glim  all  the  month  of  Auguft;  the  main  body  being  in¬ 
trenched  within  fix  miles  of  Edinburgh,  to  the  number  of 
thirty  thoufand  of  the  bed  men  that  ever  Scotland  faw;  ge- 
t  Cromwell  did  every  tiling  he  could  to  draw  them  to 
a  battle,  till  by  the  fall  of  rain,  and  bad  weather,  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  retreat  to  Mufielborough,  and  from  thence  to  Dun¬ 
bar,  where  he  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  (freights,  having 
no  way  left  but  to  conquer  or  die.  jj  In  this  extremity  he 
Summoned  the  officers  to  prayer;  after  which  he  bid  all 
about  him  take  heart,  for  God  had  heard  them;  then  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  earl  of  Roxborough’ s  gardens,  that  lay  under  the 
hill  upon  which  the  Scots  army  was  encamped,  and  difco- 
vering  by  perfpe&ive  glades  that  they  were  coming  down  to 
attack  him,  he  faid  God  was  delivering  them  into  his  hands* 
That  night  proving  very  rainy,  the  general  refreflied  his- 
men  in  the  town,  and  ordered  them  to  take  particular  care 
of  their  firelocks,  which  the  Scots  negleded,  who  were  all 
the  nignt  coming  down  the  hill.  Early  next  morning  Sept. 

3i  general  with  a  ftrong  party  of  horfe  beat  their  guards, 
and  then  advancing  with  his  whole  army,  after  about  an 
hour’s  diipute,  entered  their  camp  and  carried  all  before  him; 
about  four  thoufand  Scots  fell  in  battle,  ten  thoufand  were^ 
made  prifoners,  with  fifteen  hundred  arms,  and  all  their  ar¬ 
tillery  and  ammunition;  the  lofs  of  the  Englifli  amounting 
to  no  more  than  about  three  hundred  men. 

It  is  an  odd  refieftion  lord  Clarendon §  makes  upon  this  vic¬ 
tory  Never  was  viftory  obtained  ((ays  his  lordihip)  with 
Ids  lamentation;  for  as  Cromwell  had  great  argument  of 

(|  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  178.  Burnet’s  Hifh  vol,  i,  p.  74,  Edinb.  edit. 

§  Vol.  III.  p.  377. 

'  *£  triumph,, 
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«  triumph,  fo  the  king  was  glad  of  it,  as  the  greateft  hap- 
“  pinefs  that  could  befal  him,  in  the  lofs  of  fo  ftrong  a  body 
«  of  his  enemies. ”||  Such  was  the  encouragement  the  Scots 

had  to  fight  for  their  king! 

Immediately  after  this  aft  ion,  the  general  took  polieilion 
of  Edinburgh,  which  was  in  a  manner  deferted  by  the 
clergy;  fome  having  fhut  themfelves  up  in  the  caftle,  and 
others  fled  with  their  effefts  to  Sterling,  the  general,  to  de¬ 
liver  them  from  their  fright,  fent  a  trumpet  to  the  caftle,  to 
allure  the  governor  that  the  minifters  might  return  to  their 
churches,  and  preach  without  any  difturbance  from  him,  for 
he  had  no  quarrel  with  the  Scots  nation  on  the  fcore  of 
religion.  §  But  the  minifters  replied,  that  having  no  fecurity 
for  their  perfons,  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  referve  them¬ 
felves  for  better  times.  Upon  which  the  general  wrote  to 
the  governor, 

«  THAT  his  kindnefs  offered  to  the  minifters  in  the 
“caftle,  was  without  any  fraudulent  referve;  that  if  their 
“  mafter’s  fervice  was  their  principal  concern,  they  would 
«  not  be  fo  exceflively  afraid  of  fuffering  for  it.  That  thofe 
“  divines  had  mifreported  the  conduft  of  his  party,  when 
“  they  charged  them  with  perfecuting  the  minifters  of  Chrift 
“  in  England;  for  the  minifters  in  England  (fays  he)  are 
“  fupported,  and  have  liberty  to  preach  the  gofpef  though  not 
“  to  rail  at  their  fuperiors  at  difcretion ;  nor  under  a  pretended 

|)  Dr.  Grey  adds  the  reafon  which  lord  Clarendon  afligns  for  the  king’s 
rejoicing  in  this  vi&ory  ;  which  was,  his  apprehenfion  that  if  the  Scots  had 
prevailed,  they  would  have  fhut  him  up  in  prifon  the  next  day  :  whereas, 
after  this  defeat,  they  looked  upon  the  king  as  one  they  might  ftand  in 
need  of,  gave  him  more  liberty  than  they  had  before  allowed,  permitted  his 
fervants  to  wait  on  him,  and  began  to  talk  of  a  parliament  and  of  a  time 
for  his  coronation.  Ed. 

§  It  is  a  proof  of  this,  that  while  Oliver  Crotnwell  was  at  Edinburgh, 
he  attended  divine  worfhip  in  the  great  church  there,  when  Mr.  William 
Derbam  preached,  and  called  Oliver  an  ufurper  to  his  face.  He  was  fo 
far  from  relenting  this,  that  he  invited  Mr.  Derbam  to  vifit  him  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  they  fupped  together  in  great  harmony.  Oliver  obferved,  how¬ 
ever,  “  that  it  was  well  known  to  him,  how  much  he  and  his  brethren  dif- 
te  liked  him:  but  they  might  affure  themfelves  that,  if  any  of  the  Stewart 
“  line  came  to  the  throne,  they  would  find  their  little  fingers  greater  than 
<{  his  loins.”  Dr.  Gibbons’s  Account  of  the  Cromwell  family,  annexed 
to  his  Funeral  Sermon  for  William  Cromwell,  efq. — p.  47.  Ed. 
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privilege  of  chan aVer  to  over-tep  the  civil  powers,  or  debafi> 

«  ***  as  \hey  P{ef — No  man  has  been  difturbed  in  S 

cc  dJd  °5  IleIaod/a'  PreachinS  the  gofpel;  nor  has  any  ml 
«  q  fter  mo'efled  in  Scotland  fince  the  coming  of  the 

«  Chnft -1  'll r r"Tfpeak'n  n  trUth  becomes  the  minifters  of 

«  don  m  llth?  r  !erS  pre,tCnd  t0  a  5lorious  reforma- 
ion,  and  lay  the  foundation  thereof  in  getting  to  them- 

«:  4e  fai^rSha  V  ,make  WOrldly  mixtU"S  CO  dCC0mP!ifll 

«  ,  ’  fuf  as,the  late  agreement  with  their  king;  they 

{  J-ndf  know  that  ,the  Slon  promifed  is  not  to  be  built  with 
fuch  untempered  mortar.  And  for  the  unjuft  invafion  they 

«  k  he  nuniheis]  mention,  time  was  when  an  army  out  of 
<t  hcodaad  came  mto  England,  not  called  by  the  fupreme 
<£  audlollty  we  llave  faid  m  our  papers,  with  what  hearts 
J  and  uP°n  f hat  account  we  came,  and  the  Lord  has  heard 
«  us’  thouS.h  y°u  would  not,  upon  as  folemn  an  appeal  as 

«  S  STatnT  Can  ■paraU'1~I  have  n0thinS  t0  % t0 

cS7r?  your  humble  fervant ? 

^  \  ct  O.  Cromwell.”! 

4- 

The  Scots  minifters,  in  their  reply  to  this  letter,  obieAed 
to  the  general  his  opening  the  pulpit  doors  to  all  intruders ,  by 
which  means  a.  flood  of  errors  was  broke  in  upon  the  nation. 
do  which  the  general  replied,  “  we  look  on  minifters  as 
helpers  of,  not  lords  over  the  faith  of  God’s  people:  I 
“  appeal  to  their  confciences,  whether  any  denying  of  their 
“  doctrines,  or  diffenting  from  them,  will  not  incur  the  cen- 
“  lure  of  a  sectary;  and  what  is  this  but  to  deny  chriftians 
“  their  liberty,  and  aflume  the  infallible  chair?  where  do 
you  find  in  fci  ipture  that  preaching  is  included  within  your 
function ?  though  an  approbation  from  men  has  order  in 

“  it,  and  may  be  well,  yet  he  that  hath  not  a  better  than 
“  that,  hath  none  at  all. 

I  hope  he  that  afcendecl  up  on  high  may  give  his  o-jftg 
“  t0  whom  he  pleafes;.  and  if  thofe  gifts  be  the  leal  of  mif- 
fion,  are  not  you  envious,  though  Eldad  and  Medad  pro- 
pheiy?  Lou  know  who  has  bid  us  covet  earneftly  the  beft 


|  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  1 82. 


a 


gifts. 


CHAP.  I. 


OF  THE  PURITANS. 


a 


Li 


a 


a 


a 


25 

cc  gifts,  but  Clliefly,  that  we  may  prophefy ;  which  the  apoftle 
“  explains  to  be  a  fpeaking  to  inftruftion,  edification,  and 
*c  comfort,  which  the  inftru&ed,  edified,  and  comforted,  can 
ic  belt  tell  the  energy  and  effeft  of. 

“  Now,  if  this  be  evidence,  take  heed  you  envy  not  for 
your  own  fakes,  left  you  be  guilty  of  a  greater  fault  than 
Mofes  reproved  in  Jo/hua ,  when  he  envied  for  his  fake. 
Indeed  you  err  through  miftake  of  the  feriptures.  Ap- 
*c  probation  is  an  aft  of  convenience  in  refpeft  of  order,  not 
of  neceflity,  to  give  faculty  to  preach  the  gofpel. 

“  Your  pretended  fear,  left  error  fliould  ftep  in,  is  like 
the  man  that  would  keep  all  the  wine  out  of  the  country 
“  left  men  fliould  be  drunk.  It  will  be  found  an  unjuft  and 
“  unwile  jealoufy,  to  deny  a  man  the  liberty  he  hath  by 
“  nature,  upon  a  fuppofition  he  may  abufe  it.  When  he 
“  doth  abufe  it,  then  'judge.”§ 

The  governor  complained  to  the  general ,  that  the  parlia¬ 
ment  at  Wefiminjler  had  fallen  from  their  principles ,  not  being 
true  to  the  ends  of  the  covenant.  And  then  adds  with  the 
minifters,  that  men  of  fecular  employments  had  uf taped  the  office 
of  the  miniftry ,  to  the  fcandal  of  the  reformed  churches. 

In  anfwer  to  the  firft  part  of  this  expoftulation,  general 
Cromwell  defired  to  know,  whether  their  bearing  witnefs  to 
themfelves,  was  a  good  evidence  of  their  having  profecuted 
the  ends  of  the  covenant?  “  to  infer  this  (fays  he)  is  to  have 
"  too  favourable  an  opinion  of  your  own  judgment  and 
impartiality.  Your  doftrines  and  praftice  ought  to  be 
tried  by  the  word  of  God,  and  other  people  muft  have  a 
liberty  of  examining  them  upon  thefe  heads,  and  of  oivim- 
fentence.”|| 

As  to  the  charge  of  indulging  the  ufe  of  the  pulpit  to  the 
laity,  the  general  admits  it,  and  adds,  “  are  ye  troubled  that 
Chriftis  preached?  does  it  fcandaiize  the  reformed  churches, 
and  Scotland  in  particular?  is  it  againft  the  covenant?  away 
iC  with  the  covenant  if  it  be  fo.  I  thought  the  covenant  and 
“  thefe  men  would  have  been  willing,  that  any  fliould  fpeak 
*c  good  of  tlie  name  of  Chrift;  if  not,  it  is  no  covenant  of 
God’s  approving;  nor  the  kirk  you  mention  fo  much  the 
fpoufe  of  Chrift.” 

§  Whitlocke,  p.  458.  Collier’s  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory,  p,  863. 
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The  general,  in  one  of  his  letters,  lays  confiderable  ftrefs 
upon  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms,  after  a  mo  ft  folemn  appeal 
to  God  on  both  fides.  To  which  the  Scots  governor  re¬ 
plied,  we  have  not  fo  learned  Chrijl ,  as  to  hang  the  equity  of 
a  caufe  upon  events .  "lo  which  Cromwell  anfwers,  cc  We 
could  wifh  that  bhndnefs  had  not  been  upon  your  eyes 
“  to  thofe  marvellous  difpenfations  which  God  has  lately 
wrought  in  England.  But  did  not  you  folemnly  appeal  and 
pray?  Did  not  we  do  fo  too?*  And  ought  not  we  and  you 
to  think  with  fear  and  trembling  on  the  hand  of  the  great 
God  in  this  mighty  and  ftrange  appearance  of  his,  and  not 
flightly  call  it  an  event?  Were  not  your  expectations  and 
ours  renewed  from  time  to  time,  whilft  we  waited  on  God 
to  fee  how  he  would  manifeft  himfelf  upon  our  appeals  ? 
“  And  fhall  we  after  all  thefe  our  prayers,  faftings,  tears,  ex- 
"  peftations,  and  folemn  appeals,  call  thefe  bare  events  ?  The 
Lord  pity  you — ”  „  /  -- 

From  this  correfpondence  the  reader  may  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  governing  principles  of  the  Scots  and  Englifh 
at  this  time;  the  former  were  fo  inviolably  attached  to  their 
covenant,  that  they  would  depart  from  nothing  that  was  in- 
confiftent  with  it.  The  Englifh,  after  feeking  God  in  prayer, 
judged  of  the  goodnefs  of  their  caufe  by  the  appearance  of 
providence  in  its  favour;  moll  of  the  officers  and  foldiers 
were  men  of  ftrift  devotion,  but  went  upon  this  miftaken 
principle,  that  God  would  never  appear  for  a  bad  caufe  after 
a  folemn  appeal  to  him  for  decifion.  However,  the  Scots  loft 
their  courage,  and  furrendered  the  impregnable  caftle  of 
Edinburgh  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror  December  24, 
the  garrifon  having  liberty  to  march  out  with  their  baggage 
to  Burnt-Ifland  in  Fife;  and  foon  after  the  whole  kingdom 
was  fubdued.  .  V 

The  provincial  affembly  of  London  met  this  year  as  ufual, 
in  the  months  of  May  and  November,  but  did  nothing  re¬ 
markable;  the  parliament  waited  to  reconcile  them  to  the 
engagement ,  and  prolonged  the  time  limited  for  taking  it; 
but  when  they  continued  inflexible,  and  inftead  of  fubmitting 
to  the  prefent  powers  were  plotting  with  the  Scots,  it  was 
refolved  to  clip  their  wings,  and  make  fome  examples,  as  a 
terror  to  the  reft.  June  21,  the  committee  for  regulating 
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the  univerfities  was  ordered  to  tender  the  engagement  to  all 
fuch  officers,  mafters,  and  fellows,  as  had  negle&ed  to  take 
it,  and  upon  their  refufal  to  difplace  them.  Accordingly  in 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  Mr.  Vines,  Dr.  Rainbow ,  and 
fome  others,  were  difplaced,  and  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Sydrach 
Sympfon ,  Mr.  Jo .  Sadler ,  and  Mr.  Dell.  In  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford,  Dr.  Reynolds  the  vice-chancellor  refufed  the  engage¬ 
ment,  but  after  fome  time  offered  to  take  it,  in  hopes  of 
faving  his  deanery  of  Chrift  church;  but  the  parliament  re- 
fenting  the  example,  took  advantage  of  his  forfeiture,  and 
gave  the  deanery  to  Dr.  John  Owen  an  independant  divine, 
who  took  poffeffion  of  it  March  18,  1650-1.5 

Upon  the  refignation  of  the  vice-chancellor,  Dr.  Daniel 
Greenwood ,  principal  of  Brazen-Nofe  college,  and  a  prefby- 
terian  divine,  was  appointed  his  fucceffor,  Oftober  12,  and 
on  the  15th  of  January  following,  Oliver  Cromwell,  now 
in  Scotland,  was  chofen  unanimoufly,  in  full  convocation, 
chancellor  of  the  univerfity  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Pern- 
broke  lately  deceafed.  J  When  the  do&ors  and  mafters  who 
were  fent  to  Edinburgh,  acquainted  him  with  the  choice,  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  univerfity,  in  which  after  a  modeft  refufal 
of  their  favour,  he  adds,  “  if  thefe  arguments  prevail  not, 
“  and  that  I  mutt  continue  this  honour  till  I  can  perfonally 
6C  ferve  you,  you  {hall  not  want  my  prayers,  that  piety  and 
“  learning  may  flourifh  among  you,  and  be  rendered  ufeful 
arid  fubfervient  to  that  great  and  glorious  kingdom  of  our 
4C  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  of  the  approach  of  which,  fo  plentiful 
cc  an  effufion  of  the  holy  fpirit  upon  thofe  hopeful  plants 
cc  among  you  is  one  of  the  beft  prefages — When  the 
general’s  letter  was  read  in  convocation,  the  houfe  refounded 
with  chearful  acclamations.  Dr.  Greenwood  continued  vice- 
chancellor  two  years,  but  was  then  difplaced  for  his  difaffec- 
tion  to  the  government,  and  the  honour  was  conferred  on  Dr. 
Owen.  Thus  by  degrees,  the  prefbyterrans  loft  their  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  univerfities,  and  delivered  them  up  into  the  hands 
of  the  independants. 

•  To  (Lengthen  the  hands  of  the  government  yet  further, 
the  parliament,  by  an  ordinance  bearing  date  Sept.  20,  took 

§  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  64. 

£  Wood’s  Fafti,  p.  92*  or  Adieu,  Qxqil  vol,  ii.  p.  772. 
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away  all  the  penal  ftatutes  for  religion.*  The  preamble  fets 
forth,  that  divers  religious  and  peaceable  people,  well-af- 
fefted  to  the  commonwealth,  having  not  only  been  mo- 
“  lefted  :md  imprifoned,  but  brought  into  danger  of  abjuring 
“  their  country,  or  in  cafe  of  return  to  fuffer  death  as  felons, 
“  b7  fundry  afts  made  in  the  times  of  former  kings  and 
queens  of  this  nation,  againft  recufants  not  coming  to 
“  church,  &c.  they  therefore  enaft  and  ordain, 

C  . 

1 IIA1  .ill  the  clatiles,  articles,  and  provifo’s,  in  the 
“  enfuing  ads  of  parliament,  viz.  iff  Eliz.  23d  Eliz.  35th 
Eliz .  and  all  and  eveiv  branch,  claufe,  article,  orprovilo, 
“  in  any  other  aft  or  ordinance  of  parliament,  whereby  any 
“  penalty  or  punifhment  is  impofed,  or  meant  to  be  impofed 
“  on  any  perion  whatfoever,  for  not  repairing  to  their  re- 
“  fpeftive  parifh  churches;  or  for  not  keeping  of  holy  days; 

1  g  common-prayer,  &c.  fhall  be,  and  are 

“  hereby  wholly  repealed  and  made  void. 

“  And  to  the  end  that  no  prophane  or  licentious  perfons 
“  may  take  occafion,  by  the  repeal  of  the  faid  laws,  to  neg- 
“  left  the  performance  of  religious  duties,  it  is  further  or¬ 
dained,  that  all  perfons  not  having  a  reafonable  excufe, 
“  fhall  on  every  Lord’s  day,  and  day  of  publick  thankfgiving 
“  or  humiliation,  refort  to  fome  place  of  publick  worlhip; 
“  or  be  prefent  at  fome  other  place,  in  the  praftice  of  fome 
“  religious  duty,  either  of  prayer  or  preaching,  reading  or 
expounding  the  feriptures — ” 


By  this  lav/  the  doors  were  fet  open,  and  the  hate  was  at 
liberty  to  employ  all  fuch  in  their  fervice  as  would  take  the 
oaths  to  the  civil  government,  without  any  regard  to  their 

religious  principles. 

Sundry  fevere  ordinances  were  made  for  fupprelling  of 
vice,  error,  and  all  forts  of  prophanenefs  and  impiety.  May 
10,  it  wras  ordained,  “  that  incejl  and  adultery  Ihould  be 
“  made  felony;  and  that  fornication  fhould  bepuniflred  with 
ci  three  months  imprifonment  for  the  firft  offence;  and  that 
“  the  fecond  offence  fhould  be  felony  without  benefit  of  cler- 
“  gy.  Common  bawds,  or  perfons  who  keep  lewd  houfes, 

“  are  to  be  fet  in  the  pillory ;  to  be  whipped,  and  marked  in 

*  Scobel,  p.  1 3 1.  ; 
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cc  the  forehead  with  the  letter  B,  and  then  committed  to  the 
£C  houfe  of  correftion  for  three  years  for  the  firft  offence; 
“  and  for  the  fecond  to  fuffer  death,  provided  the  profecutiou 
€C  be  within  twelve  months. ”§ 

June  28,  it  was  ordained,  “  that  every  nobleman  who  {hall 
be  convicted  of  prophane  curfing  and  (wearing,  by  the 
oath  of  one  or  more  witneffes,  or  by  his  own  cdnfeffion, 
cc  (hall  pay  for  the  firft  offence  thirty  {hillings  to  the  poor  of 
the  parifli ;  a  baronet ,  or  knight ,  twenty  {hillings ;  an  ef quire 
u  ten  {hillings;  a  gentleman  fix  (hillings  and  eight  pence;  and 
cc  and  all  inferior  perfons  three  {hillings  and  four  pence.  For 
cc  the  fecond  offence  they  are  to  pay  double,  according  to 
their  qualities  above-mentioned.  And  for  the  tenth  of- 
fence  they  are  to  be  judged  common  fwearers  and  curfers, 
“  and  to  be  bound  over  to  their  good  behaviour  for  three 
cc  years.  The  like  punifhment  for  women,  whofe  fines  are 
cc  to  be  determined  according  to  their  own  or  their  hufbands* 
quality.”!) 

Auguft  9,  an  ordinance  was  paffed,  for  punijhing  blafphe- 
mous  and  execrable  opinions .  The  preamble  takes  notice, 
that  cc  though  feveral  laws  had  been  made  for  promoting  re- 
formation  in  doftrines  and  manners,  yet  there  were  divers 
“  men  and  women  who  'had  lately  difeovered  monftrous  opi- 
“  nions,  even  fuch  as  tended  to  the  diffolution  of  human  fo- 
“  ciety;  the  parliament  therefore,  according  to  their  deck- 
“  ration  of  Sept.  27,  1649,  in  which  they  laid,  they  Ihould 
cc  be  ready  to  tejlify  their  difpleafure  againjl  fuch  offenders ,  by 
“  ftr  id  and  effectual  proceedings  agdinft  them  who  Jhould  abufe 
and  turn  into  licentioufnefs ,  the  liberty  given  in  matters  of 
ct  religion ,  do  therefore  ordain  and  enaft, 

“  THAT  any  perfons  not  diftempered  in  their  brains, 
cc  who  fliall  maintain  any  meer  creature  to  be  God ,  or  to  be 
“  infinite ,  almighty ,  &c.  or  that  (hall  deny  the  holinefs  of  God \ 
or  Jhall  maintain ,  that  all  ads  of  wickednefs  and  unrigh- 
cc  teoufnefs  are  not  forbidden  in  holy  fcripture\  or  that  God 
approves  them .  Any  one  who  Jhall  maintain ,  that  ads  of 
“  drunkennefs ,  adultery,  fwearing,  &e.  are  not  in  themfelves 
“ Jhameful ,  wicked.  Jinful,  and  impious ;  or  that  there  is  not 

§  Scobel,  p.  i.2 1.  ||  Ibid,  p,  123. 
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“  any  real  difference  between  moral  good  and  evil ,  &V.  all  fuch 
pel  ions  lhall  fuffer  fix  months  imprifonment  for  the  firff 
offence ;  and  for  the  fecond  (hall  be  banilhed ;  and  if  they 
<c  return  without  licence  Hull  be  treated  as  felons.” § 

Though  feveiai  ordinances  had  been  made  heretofore  for 
the  ftrict  obfervation  of  the  Lord’s  day,  the  prefent  houfe  of 
commons  thought  fit  to  enforce  them  by  another,  dated 
April  19,  1650,  in  which  they  ordain,  “  that  all  goods  cried 
“  or  Put  to  fale  on  the  Lord’s  day,  or  other  days  of  humi- 
**  Nation  and  thankfgiving  appointed  by  authority,  lhall  be 
“  feized.  No  waggoner  or  drover  lhall  travel  on  the  Lord’s 
day  on  penalty  of  ten  Ihillings  for  every  olfence.  No 
perfons  lhall  travel  in  boats,  horfes,  or  coaches,  except  to 
chuich,  on  penalty  of  ten  Ihillings.  Ihe  like  penalty  for 
“  being  in  . a  tavern.  And  where  diftrefs  is  not  to  be  made, 
“  offender  is  to  be  put  into  the  flocks  fix  hours.  All 
"  peace-officers  are  required  to  make  diligent  fearch  for  dis¬ 
covering  offenders;  and  in  cafe  of  negleft,  the  jullice  of 
peace  is  fined  five  pounds,  and  every  conftable  twenty 
Ihillings.  Such  was  the  feverity  of  thpfe  times.-f- 
The  parliament  having  ordered  the  fale  of  bilhops  lands, 
and  the  lands  of  deans  and  chapters,  and  veiled  the  money 
in  the  hands  of  trultees,  as  has  been  related,  appointed  this 
year  April  5,  part  of  the  money  to  be  appropriated  for  the 
fupport  and  maintenance  of  fuch  late  bilhops,  deans,  pre¬ 
bendaries,  finging  men,  chorillers,  and  other  members,  of¬ 
ficers,  and  perfons  deflitute  of  maintenance,  whofe  refpec- 
tive  offices,  places,  and  livelihoods,  were  taken  away,  and 
abolilhed,  dillributing  and  proportioning  the  fame  according 
to  their  neceffities.  How  well  this  was  executed  I  cannot 
determine;  but  it  was  a  generous  aft  of  compaffion,  and 
more  than  the  church  of  England  would  do  for  the  noncon- 
formills  at  the  reftoration.* 

A  motion  being  made  in  the  houfe  about  mutilating  all 
law  books  into  the  Englilh  language,  Mr.  Whitlocks  made  a 
learned  fpeech  on  the  argument,  wherein  he  obferves,  that 
“  Mofes  read  the  law  to  the  Jews  in  the  Hebrew  language; 
f‘  that  the  laws  of  all  the  Eallem  nations  were  in  their  mo- 
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“  ther  tongue;  the  laws  of  Conftantinople  were  in  Greek;  at 
“  Rome  they  were  in  Latin;  in  France,  Spain,  Germany, 
“  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  other  places,  their  laws  are  pub- 
“  lillied  in  their  native  language.  As  for  our  own  country, 
“  (fays  he)  thofe  who  can  read  the  Saxon  character  may 
“  find  the  laws  of  our  anceftors  in  that  language.  Purfuant 

to  this  regulation,  William  duke  of  Normandy ,  commonly 
<£  called  the  Conqueror,  commanded  the  laws  to  be  publilhed 
“  in  Englilh,  that  none  might  pretend  ignorance.  He  ob- 
“  ferves  further,  that  by  36  Eliz.  cap.  3,  it  was  ordered, 
“-'that  all  pleadings  fhould  be  in  Englifli;  and  even  in  the 
“  reigns  of  thofe  princes,  wherein  our  ftatutes  were  enrolled 
“  in  French,  the  fheriffs  were  obliged  to  proclaim  them  in 
“  Englifli,  becaufe  the  people  were  deeply  concerned  to 
“  know  the  laws  of  their  country,  and  not  to  be  kept  in  ig- 
“  norance  of  the  rule  by  which  their  interefts  and  duty  were 
“  directed. ”§ 

The  arguments  in  this  fpeech  were  fo  forcible,  that  the 
houfe  agreed  unanimoufly  to  a  bill,  wherein  they  ordain, 
“  that  all  books  of  law  be  tranflated  into  Englifli;  and  all 
“  proceedings  in  any  court  of  juftice,  except  the  court  of 
“  Admiralty ,  after  Eafter  term  1651,  Ihall  be  in  Englifh 
“  only;  and  all  writs,  &c.  Ihall  be  in  a  legible  hand,  °and 
“  not  in  court-hand,  on  forfeiture  of  twenty  pounds  for  the 
“  offence,  half  to  the  commonwealth,  and  the  other  half 
cs  to  them  that  will  fue  for  the  fame.”f  And  though  this 
regulation  ceafed  at  the  refloration,  as  all  other  ordinances 
did  that  were  made  in  thefe  times,  the  late  parliament  has 
thought  fit  to  revive  it. 

From  this  time  we  may  date  the  rife  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  in  whom  moft  of  the  enthufiafls  6f  thefe  times 
centered:.  Their  firfl:  leader  was  George  Fox,  born  at 
Drayton  inLancafliire  1624;  his  father  being  a  poor  weaver, |[ 

put 

§  Whitlocke,  p.  460.  -J-  Scobel,  p.  155. 

.  II  Tt.  is  t0  be  wifhed,  that  Mr.  Neal  had  not  ufed  this  epithet,  poor.  It 
is  not  in  the  author,  whom  he  quotes,  was  needlefs,  and  has  the  appearance 
of  contempt  The  parents  of  Fox  were  truly  refpettable :  his  father, 
G hriftopberFox,  of  fuch  a  virtuous  life,  that  his  neighbours  called  him 
righteous  Chrifter his  mother,  of  the  flock  of  martyrs,  and  a  woman  of 
qualifications  fuperior  to  the  generality  of  her  circumftances  in  life:  They 
*  *  '  were 
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put  him  apprentice  to  a  country  ftioe-maker,  but  having  a 
peculiar  turn  of  mind  for  religion,  he  went  away  from  his 
matter,  and  wandered  up  and  down  the  country  like  an  her¬ 
mit,  in  a  leathern  doublet;  at  length  his  friends  hearing  he 
was  at  London,  perfuaded  him  to  return  home,  and  fettle  in 
lome  regular  courfe  of  employment;  but  after  he  had  been 
lome  months  in  the  country,  he  went  from  his  friends  a  fe- 
cond  time,  in  the  year  1646,  and  threw  off  all  further  at¬ 
tendance  on  the  publick  fervice  in  the  churches  :  The  rea- 
fons  he  gave  ror  his  conduct  were,  becaufe  it  was  revealed 
to  him,  that  a  learned  education  at  the  univerfity  was  no 
•  qualification  for  a  minifter,  but  that  all  depended  on  the 
anointing  of  the  Spirit,  and  that  God  who  made  the  world 
did  not  dwell  in  temples  made  with  hands.  In  the  year 
be  travelled  into  Derbylhire  and  Nottinghamlhire, 
walking  through  divcis  towns  and  villages,  which  way 
foever  his  mind  turned,  in  a  folitary  manner.  He  failed 
much,  (fays  my  author^)  and  walked  often  abroad  in' retired 
places,  with  no  other  companion  but  his  bible:  He  would 
Sometimes  fet  in  an  hollow  tree  all  day,  and  frequently  walked 
about  tiie  fields  111  the  night,  line  a  man  pofiefied  with  deep 
melancholy;  which  the  writer  of  his  life  calls  the  time  of  the 
fir (l  working  of  the  Lord  upon  him .  jj  Towards  the  latter  end 
of  this  year,  he  began  firft  to  fet  up  for  a  teacher  of  others, 

were  both  members  of  the  national  church,  dikinguifhed  by  piety,  and 
cherifhed  the  religious  turn  of  mind  which  their  fon  difcorered  in  his  earliek 
years.  Virtuous  and  fober  manners,  a  peculiar  ftayednefs  of  mind  and 
gravity  of  demeanor  marked  his  youth.  His  chief  employment  under  his 
mailer,  who  alfo  dealt  in  wool  and  cattle,  was  to  keep  fheep,  which  was 
well  fuited  to  his  difpofition  both  for  innocence  and  fofitude.  He  acquitted 
himfelf  with  a  fidelity  and  diligence,  that  conduced  much  to  the  fuccefs  of 
Ms  maker’s  affairs.  It  was  a  cukom  with  him  to  ratify  his  dealing  with  the 
word,  verily  \  to  which  he  fo  firmly  and  confcientiouky  adhered,  that  thofe 
who  knew  him  would  remark,  “  if  George  fays  verily ,  there  is  no  altering.5’ 
Mr.  Neal's  ex preffion,  “  he  went  away  from  his  maker,55  may  be  under- 
kood  as  intimating  a  clandekine  and  difhonourable  leaving  his  maker’s  fer¬ 
vice  :  which  was  not  the  cafe.  He  did  not  begin  his  folitary  travels,  till 
after  his  apprenticefhip  was  finifted,  and  he  had  returned  home  to  his  pa¬ 
rents.  The  leathern  drefs  was  adopted  by  him,  on  account  of  its  fimplicity 
and  its  durablenefs,  as  it  required  little  repairing,  which  was  convenient  to 
Mm  in  his  wandering  and  unfettled  courfe  of  life.  Sewel’s  Hift.  p.  6,  12;  * 
and  Gough’s  Hikory  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  i.  p.  60.  Ed. 

|j  Sewel’s  Hikory  of  the  Quakers,  p.6— 12. 
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about  Duckinfietd  and  Manchefter;  the  principal  argument 
of  his  difcourfe  being,  that  people  fhould  receive  the  inward 
divine  teachings  of  the  Lord ,  and  take  that  for  their  rule . 

In  the  year  1648,  there  being  a  diilblution  of  all  go¬ 
vernment  both  civil  and  eoddiaftical,  George  Ftfx'  waxed 
bold,*  and  travelled  through  the  counties  of  Leicefter, 
Northampton,  and  Derby,  lpeaking  to  the  people  in  mar¬ 
ket-places,  &c.  about  the  inward  light  of  Chrifl  within 
them.  |)  At  this  time  (fays  my  abthorj)  he  apprehended  the 
Lord  had  forbid  him  to  put  off  bis  hat  to  any  one ,  high  or 
low;  he  was  required  alfo  to  lpeak  to  the  people  without 
diftinftion  in  the  language  of  thou  and  thEe.  He  was 
-  not  to  bid  people  good-morrow,  or  good-night;  neither 
might  he  bend  his  knee  to  the  chief  magiftrate  in  the  nation; 
the  women ||  that  followed  him  would  not  make  a  courtefy  to 
their  fuperiors,  nor  comply  with  the  common  forms  of  fpeech. 
Both  men  and  women  affe&ed  a  plain  and  fimple  drefs,  dif- 
tinft  from  the  fafhion  of  the  times.  They  neither  gave  nor 
accepted  any  titles  of  refpeft  or  honour,  nor  would  they 
call  any  man  mafter  on  earth.  *  They  refufed  to  take  an  oath 
on  the  molt  folemn  occafion.  Thefe  and  the  like  peculiari¬ 
ties,  he  fupported  by  fuch  paflages.  of  icripture  as  thefe. 
Swear  not  at  ally  how  ccin  ye  believe  who  receive  honour  one 

*  The  circumftances  of  this  period,  as  Hated  by  G<?ugh>  will  (hew  the 
propriety  of  our  author’s  language  here,  and  preclude  the  fufpicion  that  has 
fallen  on  him,  of  intending  to  infmuate  that  the  boldnefs  of  George  Fox  was 
cr-iminab  and  that  the  diftolution  of  government  had  rendered  him  licentious. 
At  this  time  the  independants  and  republicans  had  accompliffied  their  pur- 
pofe  :  regal  dominion,  the  peculiar  privileges  of  the  nobility,  and  the  office 
of  bifhops,  were  aboliflied.  Their  profefted  principles  were  in  favour  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  The  places  of  publick  worfhip  feem,  for  a  fea- 
fon,  to  have  been  open  to  teachers  of  different  denominations,  and  not  un¬ 
commonly  appropriated  to  theological  difcuffion  and  difputation  between 
the  teachers  or  members  of  various  fe&s.  Thefe  propitious  circumftances 
furnifhed  Fox  and  others  with  opportunities  of  dominating  their  opinions: 
and  a  fair  opportunity,  naturally,  infpirits  and  emboldens  to  any  under¬ 
taking.  Gough’s  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  72.  Ed. 

f  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers,  p:  1 8. 

J!  The  words  0 fSenvel  are,  “  That  every  man  was  enlightened  by  the 
“  divine  light  of  Chrift.”  The  term  ufed,  by  this  hiftorian,  for  the  followers 
of  box,  is  fellow-believers,  without  any  reference  to  their  fex ;  nor  does 
his  narrative  (hew,  tlun  they  confided  more  of  women  than  men*  which 
Mr.  heal  s  expreffion  feems  to  intimate.  Ed. 
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df  another,  and  feek  not  the  honour  which  comes  from  God 
only  ?  But  thefe  mai  ks  of  diftin&ion  which  George  Fox  and 
his  followers  were  fo  tenacious  of,  unhappily  brought  them 
into  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  when  they  were  called  to  ap* 
pear  before  the  civil  magiflrate. 

In  the  year  1 649,  he  grew  more  .troublefomc,  and  began 
to  interrupt  the  publick  minifters  in  time  of  divine  fervic'e: 
His  firft  elTay  of  this  kind  was  at  Nottingham,  where  the 
minifter  preaching  from  thefe  words  of  St.  Peter,  We  have 
a  more  fure  word,  of  prophecy,  &c.  told  the  people,  that  they 
were  to  try  all  doftrines,  opinions,  and  religions,  by  the  holy 
fcriptures.  Upon  which  George  Fox  flood  up  in  the  midft 
of  the  congregation  and  faid.  Oh  no!  it  is  not  the  fcripture, 
but  it  is  the  holy  fpirit ,  by  which  opinions ,  and  religions,  are 
to  be  tried;  for  it  was  the  fpirit  that  led  people  into  all  truth , 
<md  gave  them  the  knowledge  of  it.  And  continuing  his 
fpeech  to  the ,  diflurbance  of  the  congregation,  the  officers 
were  obliged  to  turn  him  out  of  the  church,  and  carry  him 
to  the  Iheriff’s  houfe;  next  day  he  was  committed  to  the 
caftle,  but  was  quickly  releafed  without  any  other  punifli- 
ment.f  After  this  he  difturbed  the  minifler  of  Mansfield  in 

4  Mr.  heal  s  account  of  this  imprifonmcnt  of  George  Fox  is  confuted 
by  a  late  hiftorian,  as  not  ftri&ly  true,  nor  fupported  by  his  authority,  Sewet, 
and  through  a  partial  t>iafsa  very  palliative  narration.  The  fa&  more  ex¬ 
actly  and  fully  Hated  is  this :  that  F ox  was  not  taken  immediately  from  the 
church  to  the  fherifF’s  houfe,  but  to  prifon,  and  put  into  a  place  fo  filthy  and 
intolerably  noifome,  that  the  fmell  thereof  was  very  grievous  to  be  endured. 
At  night  he  was  carried  before  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  fherifFs  of  the 
town,  and  after  examination  was  recommitted.  But  one  of  the  fherifFs,  whofe 
name  was  Rec  kiefs ,  being  much  affe&ed  with  the  fentiments  he  had  ad¬ 
vanced,  removed  him  to  his  own  houfe.  During  his  refidence  there,  Mr. 
Fox  was  vifited  by  perfons  of  confiderable  condition ;  the  fhenff,  as  well  as 
his  wife  and  family,  was  greatly  affe&ed  with  his  doflrine;  infcmuch  that 
he  and  feveral  others  exhorted  the  people  and  the  magillrates  to  repentance. 
This  provoked  the  latter  to  remove  Fox  back  to  the  common  prifon,  where 
he  lay  till  the  affizes.  When  he  was  to  have  been  brought  before  the  judge, 
the  officer  was  fo  dilatory  in  the  execution  of  his  bufinefs,  that  the  court 
was  broken  up  before  he  was  conduced  to  it.  He  was,  on  this,  again  or¬ 
dered  into  the  common  jail,  and  detained  there  fome  time  longer.  As  fair 
as  appears,  he  was  imprifoned,  detained  in  prifon  and  releafed  at  the  mere 
will  and  pleafure  of  the  magiftrates  of  Nottingham,  without  any  legal  cade 
affigned,  *6  Such  arbitrary  exertion  of  power,”  well  obferves  my -author, 

ill  agrees  with  a  regard  for  chartered  privileges  and  equal  liberty.”— 
Gouglrs  Hift.  of  the  Quakers,  vol  i,  83, 4.  SeweFs  Hifl.  p,  21,  22.  Ed. 
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time  of  divine  fervice,  for  which  he  was  fet  in  the  flocks, 
and  turned  out  of  the  town.f  The  like  treatment  he  met 
with  at  Market-Bofworth,  and  feveral  other  towns.  §  At 
length  the  magiftrates  of  Derby  confined  him  fix  months  in 
prifon,  for  uttering  divers  blafphemous  opinions, ||  purfuant 

to 

t  * 

f  Mr.  Neal  is  confidered  as  pafling  over  this  treatment  of  Fox  in  too 
“  curfory  a  manner:”  and  is  blamed  for  placing  his  conduCl  in  the  mod: 
invidious  light  it  would  bear,  difturbing  the  minifter.  But,  furely,  if  Mr. 
Fox  fpoke  while  the  minifter  was  preaching,  without  waiting  till  he  had 
hnifhed  his  difcourfe,  it  was  difturhing  him  by  an  unfeafonable  interruption. 
But  this  circumftance  is  not  to  be  clearly  afcertained  by  Sewuel.  The  treat¬ 
ment  which  Fox  met  with  was  iniquitous  and  violent  to  an  extreme  degree. 
The  hearers  of  the  minifter  “  converted  the  place  of  divine  worfhip  into  a 
t(  fcene  of  lawlefs  riot,  and  the  time  fet  apart  for  the  fervice  of  God  into 
“  an  enormous  abufe  of  a  fellow-creature ;  manifefting  their  religion  to  be 
“  fucli,”  obferves  Mr.  Gough  with  great  propriety,  “  at  the  time  when  it 
“  fhould  moft  affedl  their  minds,  as  admitted  of  injury,  revenge,  and  vio- 
“  lating  the  peace  and  order  of  fociety.  For  they  affaulted  Mr.  Fox  in  a 
f‘  furious  manner,  ftruck  him  down,  and  beat  him  cruelly  with  their  hands, 
“  bibles,  and  fticks,  whereby  he  was  grievoufly  bruifed.  After  they  had 
“  thus  vented  their  rage,  they  haled  him  out,  and  put  him  into  the  ftocks, 
cc  where  he  fat.  fome  hours:  and  then  they  took  him  before  a  magiftrate, 
“  who,  feeing  how  grofsly  he  had  been  abufed,  after  much  threatning,  fet 
Cf  him  at  liberty.  'But  ftill  the  rude  multitude,  infatiate  in  abufe,  ftoned 
u  him  out  of  the  town,  though  hardly  able  to  go,  or  well  to  ftand,  by  rea- 
“  fon  of  their  violent  ufage  ”  It  ftiould  be  remarked  here,  that  the  ma- 
giftrate’s  condudl  was  extremely  culpable,  in  not  inflifting  a  punijhment  on 
thefe  difturbers  of  the  peace,  for  this  unjuft  and  violent  attack  on  a  man 
who  had  done  them  no  harm,  but  meant  to  do  them  good;  and  in  not  af¬ 
fording  to  him  his  frotettion,  Gough’s  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  84 — 86.  Ed. 

§  Sewel,  p.  22. 

||  This  was  the  language  of  the  mittimus,  by  which  Fox  and  another 
were  committed  to  the  houfe  of  correction :  we  regret  that  Mr.  Neal  fhould 
f  have  adopted  it,  without  giving  his  reader  the  grounds  on  which  the  fevere 
epithet  was  applied  to  their  opinions.  After  the  fervice  of  a  leCture,  at 
which  Mr  .Fox  had  attended,  was  finifhed,  he  fpoke  what  was  on  his  mind, 
and  was  heard  without  moleftation :  when  he  had  done,  an  officer  took  him 
by  the  hand,  and  carried  him  before  the  magiftrates.  Being  afked,  “  why 
“  he  came  thither?  he  anfwered,  that  “  God  had  moved  him  to  it:”  and 
added,  that  “God  did  not  dwell  in  temples  made  with  hands ;  and  that  all 
“  their  preaching,  baptifm,  and  facrifices,  would  never  fan&ify  them;  but 
“  that  they  ought  to  look  unto  Chrift  in  them,  and  not  unto  men,  for  it  h 
66  Chrift  that  fanClifies.”  As  they  were  very  full  of  words  fometime  difi* 
puting,  and  fometime  deriding,  he  told  them,  “  they  were  not  to  difpute  of 
“  God  and  Chrift,  but  to  obey  him.”  At  laft  they  afked  him,  “  if  he 
“  was  fan&ified?”  he  replied,  “  yes:”  “  if  he  had  no  fin?”  his  anfwer 
was,  “  Chrift  my  Saviour  hath  taken  away  my  fin,  and  in  him  there  is  no 
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to  a  late  act  of  parliament  for  that  purpofe.  By  this  time 
there  began  to  appear  fome  other  vifionaries,  of  the  fame 
make  and  complexion  with  George  Fox,  who  fpoke  in  places 
of  publick  refort;  being  moved  (as  they  faid)  by  the  Holy 
Ghoit;  and  even  fome  women,  contrary  to  the  modefty  of 
their  fex,  went  about  ftreets,  and  entered  into  churches, 
crying  down  the  teachings  of  men,  and  exhorting  people  to 
attend  to  the  light  within  themfelves. 

( was  m  the  year  1650,  that  thefe  wandering  lights  firft 
received  the  denomination  of  Quakers,  upon  this  ground, 
that  their  fpeaking  to  the  people  was  ufually  attended  with 
convulfive  agitations,  and  fhakings  of  the  body.  All  their 
fpeakers  had  thefe  tremblings,  which  they  gloried  in,  affert- 
ing  it  to  be  the  character  of  a  good  man  to  tremble  before 
God.  When  George  Fox  appeared  before  Gervas  Bennet, 
efq;  one  of  the  juftices  of  Derby,  October  30,  1650,  he 
had  one  of  his  agitations,  or  fits  of  trembling  upon  him,  and 
with  a  loud  voice  and  vehement  emotion  of  body,  bid  the 
juftice  and  thofe  about  him  tremble  at  the  word  of  the  Lord ; 
whereupon  the  juftice  gave  him  and  his  friends,  the  name 
of  Quakers,  which,  being  agreeable  to  their  common  be- 

“  lin.”  To  the  next  queftion,  How  he  and  his  friends  knew  Chrift  was 
t(  in  them?”  he  replied,  “  by  his  fpirit,  which  he  hath  given  us.”  Then 
they  were  afked,  “  if  any  of  them  were  Chrift?”  to  which  infidious  query 
he  anfwered,  “nay,  we  are  nothing;  Chrift  is  all.”  He  was  next  inter¬ 
rogated,  “  If  a  man  Heal,  is  it  no  fin?”  to  which  his  reply  was,  “  All  un- 
“  righteoufnefs  is  fin.”  With  what  candour,  with  what  propriety,  with 
what  truth,  could  the  charge  of  blafphemy  be  grounded  on  thefe  declarations, 
efpecially  by  the  magiftrates  who  examined  and  committed  him?  The 
names  to  the  mittimus  were  Ger.  Bennet  and  Nath.  Barton  :  both  of  them 
were  independants,  the  latter  an  officer  and  preacher:  men  whofe  own  te¬ 
nets  implied  a  fupernatural  influence,  and  admitted  no  interference  of  the 
civilmagiftrate  in  fpiritual  concerns,  but  were  pointed  in  favour  of  univer- 
fal  toleration :  one  of  whom  could  himfelf  have  no  commiffion  to  preach  but 
on  the  ground  of  God’s  moving  him  to  it.  Thefe  were  the  men  who  accufed 
Fox  of  blafphemy ,  and  imprifoned  him  :  “  a  remarkable  inftance,”  obferves 
Mr.  Gough ,  “  of  the  inconflftency  of  men  with  themfelves  in  different  fta- 
tions  of  life a  remarkable  inftance,  it  may  be  added,  how  the  law 
may  be  wrefted  and  juftice  perverted  by  pafiion  and  prejudice.  Mr.  Neal's 
manner  of  relating  this  tranfa&ion,  unhappily,  conceals  the  criminal  conduct 
of  thefe  magiftrates,  and  is  too  much  calculated  to  perpetuate  the  prejudice 
which  milled  and  governed  them.  Sewel’s  Hiitory,  p,  24,  and  Gough’s 
Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  90---94.  Ed* 
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haviour,  quickly  became  the  diflinguifliing  denomination  of 
this  people.*  - A  •  .  ,  >  , .  r  , 

At  length  they  difturbed  the  publick  worfliip  by  appear¬ 
ing  in  ridiculous  habits,  with  emblematical  or  typical  repre¬ 
sentations  of  fome  impending  calamity;  they  alfo  took  the 
liberty  of  giving  minifters  the  reproachful  names  of  hire- 
lings ,  deceivers  of  the  -people ,  falfe  prophets ,  &c.  Some  of 
them  went  through  divers  towns  and  villages  naked ,  denoun¬ 
cing  judgments  and  calamities  upon  the  nation.  Some  have 
famifhed  and  deftroyed  themfelves  by  deep  melancholy;  and 
others  have-andertaken  to  raife  their  friends  from  the  dead. 
Mr.  Baxter  fays,§  many  francifcan  friars  and  other  papifts 
have  been  difguifed  fpeakers  in  their  affemblies;  but  little 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  fuch  reports. f  It 


*  The  above  paragraph  has  given  great  offence,  and  is  feverely  cenfured 
by  Mr.  Gough,  as  “  an  opprobrious  defeription  approaching  to  fcurrility.,, 
The  plain  fad,  as  it  hands  in  Se^ivel,  has  none  of  thofe  circumhances  of 
agitations,  a  loud  voice  and  vehement  emotions,  with  which  Mr.  Neal  has 
deferibed  it,  and  for  which  he  has  quoted  no  authority.  Fox ,  according 
to  Sewel,  having  bid  the  juhice  and  thofe  about  him  to  “  tremble  at  the 
“  word  of  the  Lord,”  Mr.  Bennet  took  hold  of  this  weighty  faying  with 
fuch  an  airy  mind,  that  from  thence  he  took  occafion  to  call  him,  and  his 
friends,  fcornfully,  Quakers.  This  name  was  eagerly  taken  up  and  fpread 
among  the  people.  As  to  the  convulfive  emotions  with  which,  it  is  faid, 
the  preaching  of  thefe  chrihians,  was  accompanied,  it  is  but  fair  to 
hear  their  advocate.  “  We  readily  admit,”  fays  Mr.  Gough ,  “  thefe 
“  promulgators  of  primitive  chrihianity  had  no  univerfity  education,  were 
c<  not  trained  in  fchools  of  oratory.  It  was  plain  truth  and  righteoufnefs 
if  they  fought  to  follow  and  recommend  in  a  plain  fimple  way,  without 
f  the  hudied  decorations  of  fine  language,  or  the  engaging  attractions  of 
a  graceful  motion ;  they  fpoke  not  to  the  head,  or  to  the  eye,  but  to 
the  hearts  of  their  auditors.  Being  themfelves  animated,  and  deeply 
tf  affeCled  in  fpirit  with  the  inward  feeling  of  the  power  of  that  truth,  to 
the  knowledge  of  which  they  aimed  to  bring  others,  that  thereby  they 
(C  might  be  faved;  an  unaffe&ed  warmth  of  zeal  in  recommending  righte- 
te  oufnefs,  and  teflifying  againft  vice  and  wickednefs  might  produce  a 
((  warmth  of  expreilion  and  aClion  alfo,  which  to  an  invidious  eye  might 
appear  convulfive  :  but  their  dbnvulfions  did  not  bereave  them  of  under- 
handing;  they  fpake  with  the  fpirit  and  with  the  underhanding  alfo, 
of  things  which  they  knew,  and  tehified  of  things  which  they  had  feen. 

**  And  their  dodrine  was  often  effectual  to  open  the  underhanding  of 
cf  their  hearers,  to  fee  clearly  the  hate  of  their  minds,  both  what  they  were 
t(  and  what  they  ought  to  be.”  Gough’s  Hih.  vol,  i.  p.  96,  note.  Ed. 

§  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  77. 

t  If  but  little  credit  is  to  be  given  to  fuch  reports,  it  may  be  afked, 
why  are  they  introduced;  when,  if  not  refuted,  they  tend  to  mihead  the 
r  reader* 
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It  cannot  be  expe&ed  that  fuch  an  unfettled  people  fliould 
have  an  uniform  fyftem  of  rational  principles.  Their  firft 
and  chief  defign,  if  they  had  any,  was  to  reduce  all  revealed 
religion  to  allegory;  and  becaufe  fome  had  laid  too  great 
ft  refs  upon  rites  and  ceremonies,  thefe  would  have  neither 
order  nor  regularity,  nor  ftated  ieafons  of  worfhip,  but  all 
muft  arife  from  the  inward  impulfe  of  their  fpirits.  Agree¬ 
able  to  this  rule,  they  declared  againft  all  forts  of  clergy,  or 
fettled  minifters;  againft  people’s  affembling  in  Jieeple  houfes ; 
againft  fixed  timesj|  of  publick  devotion,  and  confequently 
againft  the  obfervation  of  the  fabbath.  Their  cwn  meetings 
were  occafional,||  and  when  they  met,  one  or  another  fpake 
as  they  were  moved  from  within ,  and  fometimes  they  departed 
without  any  one’s  being  moved  to  fpeak  at  all. 


reader,  and  to  fix  a  reproach  on  an  innocent  people  ?  Is  it  becoming  the 
candour  and  dignity  of  an  hiftorian>  by  recording,  to  appear  to  give  them 
a  fan&ion  ?  As  to  the  cafe  in  hand,  Mr.  Baxter ,  on  whofe  authority  Mr. 
Neal  fpeaks,  though  he  was  a  great  and  excellent  man,  was  not  entirely 
Exempt  from  the  influence  of  prejudice  and  credulity.  In  general,  ftories 
to  the  difcredit  of  a  new,  defpifed  and  hated  fe£t  are,  often,  eagerly  adopted 
and  fpread  with  circumftances  of  aggravation.  So  it  happened  to  the  firft; 
chriftians.  This  has  befallen  the  methodifts  in  our  own  times.  And  the 
quakers,  being  particular  obje&s  of  prieftly  indignation,  had  reafon  to 
complain  of  this.  They  were  often  confounded  with  an  ephemeron  fe&, 
whofe  principles  were  totally  incompatible  with  theirs,  called  ranters ,  and 
whole  pra&ices  outraged  all  decency  and  order.  An  active  preacher 
amangft  the  quakers,  Mr.  Edward  Burroughs,  and  the  celebrated  Barclay , 
wrote  againft  the  practices  of  thefe  people.  Gough’s  Hiftory,  voi.  i.  p. 
128,  9,  note:  and  vol.  iii.  p.  15.  Ed. 

||  This  is  not  accurate,  or  is  applicable  only  to  the  infancy  of  the  fe£l. 
For,  though  they  did  not  efteem  one  houfe  more  holy  than  another,  and 
believed  all  times  equally  the  Lord’s,  and  that  all  days  ftiould  be  fabbaths 
or  times  of  continual  reft  and  abftinence  from  evil ;  yet  as  foon  as  their 
numbers  were  fufficient  for  the  purpofe,  they  held  fixed  and  regular  meet¬ 
ings  for  worftiip,  particularly  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  which  they  chofe 
as  more  convenient,  becaufe  more  generally  accepted  than  any  other.  In 
1654,  meetings  were  fettled  in  many  places  in  the  north,  and  alfo  in  the 
city  of  London,  which  were  held  in  private  houfes,  till  the  body  growing 
too  large  to  be  accommodated  in  them,  a  houfe  known  by  the  name  of 
«  Bull-and-Mouth,  in  Martin’s-Le-Grand”  near  Alderfgate-ftreet,|  was 
hired  for  a  meeting-houfe.  And  no  body  of  chriftians  were  more  open, 
fleady,  and  regular,  than  they  have  been  in  their  publick  affociations  for 
worftiip  or  difcipline.  Sewel’s  Hiftory*  p.  80,  84*  Gough  s  Hift,  vol.  i, 
p.  144  and  509. 
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The  do&rines  they  delivered  were  as  vague  and  uncertain)} 
as  the  principle  from  which  they  afted.  They  denied  the 
holy  fcriptures  to  be  the  only  rule  of  their  faith,  calling  it  a 
dead  letter ,  and  maintaining  that  every  man  had  a  light 
within  himfelf,  which  was  a  fufficient  rule.  They  denied 
the  received  dottrine  of  the  trinity  and  incarnation.  They 
difowned  the  facraments  of  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper; 
nay,  fome  of  them  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  deny  a  Chrift 
without  them ;  or  at  lead,  to  place  more  of  their  dependance 
upon  a  Chrift  within .  They  fpake  little  or  nothing  (fays 
Mr.  Baxter *)  about  the  depravity  of  nature;  about  the  co* 
venant  of  grace;  about  pardon  of  fin  and  reconciliation  with 
God;  or  about  moral  duties.f  But  the  difturbance  they 

gave 

||  The  account  which  Mr.  Neal  gives  of  the  fentiments  and  pradlices 
of  the  quakers  in  this  and  the  preceding  paragraph,  is  not  drawn  up  with 
the  accuracy  and  precifion,  not  to  fay,  candour,  which  fhould  mark  the 
hiftorick  page.  It  has  too  much  the  appearance  of  the  loofe,  dcfultory  re* 
prefentation,  which  thofe  who  had  not  inveftigated  their  principles,  nor 
looked  into  their  writings,  wotr!d  exhibit  of  this  fed.  It  is,  I  think,  in¬ 
troduced  at  an  improper  place,  in  too  early  a  period  of  their  hiftory;  when 
Mr.  Neal  himfelf  has  related  only  what  concerned  George  Fox ,  and  before 
his  followers  were  formed  into  a  body.  At  that  time  it  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled,  that  their  principles  fhould  be  made  into  a  fyrtem  ;  and  their  doc¬ 
trines  being  delivered  as  the  affertions  of  individuals  only,  and  deriving 
their  completion  from  their  different  taftes,  capacities,  and  views,  would 
to  the  publick  eye  wear  the  afped  of  variety  and  uncertainty.  But  long 
before  Mr.  Neal  wrote,  their  principles  had  affumed  a  fy ftematic  form. 
Penn  had  publifhed  his  key,  and  Robert  Barclay  his  “  Catechifm  and  Con- 
“  feflion  of  Faith,”  and  that  elaborate  work  his  “  Apology.”  The  pro¬ 
portions  iiluftrated  and  defended  in  this  treatife  exhibit  a  concife  view  of 
the  chief  principles  of  the  quakers;  and  that  they  may  fpeak  for  them* 
felves  we  will  give  them  in  the  Appendix  No.  xii.  Ed. 

•  Baxter,  p.  77. 

+  This  quotation  is  not  corred.  Mr.  Baxter's  words,  concerning  the 
drain  of  their  preaching,  are  thefe.  *•  They  fpeak  much  for  the  dwelling 
€<  and  working  of  the  fpirit  in  us;  but  little  of  juftification,  and  the  par* 
"  don  of  fin,  and  our  reconciliation  with  God  through  Jefus  Chrift.” 
Here  is  nothing  faid  about  their  negleding  to  infift  on  “  moral  duties.” 
The  great  cbjed  of  Fox's  zeal,  we  are  told,  was  a  heavenly  temper  and  a 
life  of  righteoufnefs :  and  his  endeavours  to  propagate  true  religion  and 
righteoufnefs  were  not  confined  to  publick  or  private  meetings,  but  ex* 
erted  in  other  places  as  occafion  offered;  particularly,  in  courts  of  judica* 
ture,  to  admonifh  to  juftice,  and  caution  againft  oppreflion;  In  markets,to 
recommend  truth,  candour,  and  fair  dealings,  and  to  bear  his  teftimony 
againft  fraud  and  deceitful  merch^ndife ;  At  publick  houfes  of  entertain* 

'  ment. 
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gave  to  the  publick  religion  for  a  courfe  of  years  was  fo  in- 
fuffei able,  that  the  magiftrates  could  not  avoid  puiiifhinu 
them  as  difturbers  of  the  peace;  though  of  late  they  are 
become  a  moie  lober  and  inoffenfive  people;  and  by  the 
wifdom  of  their  managers,  have  formed  themfelves  into  a 

fort  of  body  politick,  and  are  in  general  very  worthy  mem¬ 
bers  of  fociety. 


[Though  Mr.  Neal,  here  and  in  the  fequel  of  his  hiftory, 
calls  that  body  of  chriftians,  of  whom  he  has  written  in  the 
preceding  pages,  Quakers;  and  this  is  the  denomination 
by  which  they  are,  to  the  prefent  day,  diftinguifhed  from 
other  religious  focieties:  yet  it  fhould  be  noticed,  that,  as 
this  name  was  given  them  in  fcofn,  they  do  not  alfume  it, 
but  through  neceffity  and  for  diftin&ion’s  fake.  The  name 
which  they  adopt  amongft  themfelves,  and  by  which  they 
fpeak  of  their  own  party,  is  that  of  Friends .  A  title  un¬ 
doubtedly  to  be  preferred,  as  conveying  no  ludicrous  idea 
in  it,  and  expreffive  of  union,  afieftion,  and  a  common  in- 
tereft.  In  the  ufe  of  this  term  they  think  themfelves  fanc- 
tioned  by  the  example  of  the  primitive  chriftians;  as  Afts 
xxvii.  3;  where  it  is  faid,  that  cc  Julius  y  the  centurion,  cour- 
ec  teoufly  entreated  Paul ,  and  gave  him  liberty  to  go  unto 
cc  the  friends:”  7 rgog  rovg  (piXovg :  and  3  John  14,  <c  The 

friends,  ot  (ptXoiy  falute  thee  and  greet  the  friends, 
fc  (piXovg,.  by  name.”J 

About  this  time  arofe  a  fe&,  not  noticed  by  Mr.  Neal, 
called  Muggletoniansy  from  their  founder  Lodowkk  Mug - 
gleton ,  who  was  by  trade  a  taylor.  Mr.  Granger  calls  him 

merit,  to  warn  a^gainfl  indulging  intemperance,  by  fupplyin^  their  gue/ls 
with  more  liquor  than  would  do  them  good:  At  fchools  and  in  private  fa¬ 
milies,  to  exhort  to  the  training  up  of  children  and  fervants  to  fobriety,  in 
the  fear  of  their  Maker;  to  teftify  again]!  vain  fports,  plays,  and  /hews,  as 
tending  to  draw  people  into  vanity  and  libertinifm,  and  from  that  hate  of 
circumfpe&ion  and  attentive  consideration,  wherein  our  falvation  is  to  be 
wrought  out,  forewarning  all  of  the  great  day  of  accobnt  for  all  the  deeds 
done  in  the  body.  This  was  certainly  infilling  on  moral  duties,  and  bring¬ 
ing  home  the  principles  of  righteoufnefs  to  the  various  circum/tances  of 
human  life,  with  much  propriety  and  energy.  Gough’s  Hi/lory,  vol.  i.  p. 
67, 75.'  Ed..  #  v':  .  V'r.  " 

J  Sewel’s  Hiftory,  p.  696. 
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a  notorious  fchifmatick.  .  His  pretenfions  were,  that  he  and 
one  John  Reeves  were  the  two  witnefles  fpoken  of  Rev.  xi. 
3 ;  and  though  the  latter  died  foon  after,  the  former  Hill 
advanced  his  claims  to  a  prophetick  character;  afierting,  in 
a  paper  which  he  publilhed,  “  that  he  was  the  chief  judge 
“  in  the  world,  in  palling  fentence  of  eternal  death  and 
“  damnation  upon  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men:  that  in  obe- 
«  dience  to  his  commiffion  he  had  already  curfed  and  damned 
“  many  hundreds  to  all  eternity:  that,  in  doing  this,  he 
“  went  by  as  certain  a  rule  as  the  judges  of  the  land  do 
“  when  they  pafs  fentence  according  to  law:  and  that  no 
«  infinite  fpirit  of  Chrift,  nor  any  God,  could  or  Ihould  be 
“  able  to  deliver  from  his  fentence  and  curie.”  Richard 
Farnfworth ,  a  convert  of  George  Fox,  and  an  aftive,  intelli¬ 
gent  minilter  amongil  the  quakers,  remonftrated  with  Mug- 
gleton,  from  the  prefs,  on  the  profanenefs  and  criminality  of 
thefe  extravagant  claims,  but  without  effeft.  He  is  alfo 
faid  to  have  regarded  liimlelf  as  above  ordinances  of  every 
kind,  not  excepting  prayer  and  preaching :  to  have  rejected 
creeds  and  all  church-difcipline  and  authority ;  and  to  have 
acknowledged  but  one  perfon  in  the  godhead.  He  met  with 
followers,  who  recorded  many  of  his  prophecies:  but  in¬ 
curred  the  pillory  and  fix  months  imprifonment  by  his  wri¬ 
tings,  which  were  burnt  by  the  common  hangman.  He 
died  March  12,  1697,  8,  aged  90.H] 

H  Sewel’s  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers,  p.  399,  400;  and  Granger’s  Hiftory 
of  England,  vol,  iv.  p.  209,  10. 
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From  the  Coro, ration  of  King  Charles  II.  in  Scotland , 
to  the  Protestor]}, ip  of  Oliver  Crom  well. 

1651. 

rT,nHE  coronation  of  king  Charles  by  the  Scots,  which 
JL  had  been  deferred  hitherto,  being  now  thought  ne- 
ceiiary  to  give  life  to  their  caufe,  was  folemnized  at  Scone 
oil  New-years-day  1651,  with  as  much  magnificence  as  their 
circumltances  would  admit  ;§  when  his  majefly  took  the  fob 
lowing  oath:  cc  I  Charles ,  king  of  Great-Britain,  Prance, 
and  Ireland,  do  affure  and  declare  by  my  folemn  oath,  in 
the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts, 

^  my  allowance  and  approbation  of  the  national  covenant, 

<€  and  of  the  folemn  league  and  covenant;  and  faithfully 
c<  oblige  myfelf  to  profecute  the  ends  thereof  in  my  ftation  ■ 
cc  and  calling;  and  that  I  myfelf  and  fucceffors,  {hall  confent 
cc  and  agree  to  all  the  a&s  of  parliament  enjoining  the  na* 

C6  tional  covenant,  and  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  and 
C6  faity  eftablifh  prefbyterian  government,  the  directory  of 
worfhip,  confeffion  of  faith,  and  catechifms,  in  the  king* 

6C  dom  of  Scotland,  as  they  are  approved  by  the  general  r 

“  affembly  of  this  kirk,  and  parliament  of  this  kingdom; 
cc  and  that  I  will  give  my  royal  affent  to  all  afts  of  parlia- 
CQ  ment  palfed,  or  to  be  pafled,  enjoining  the  fame  in  my 
c 6  other  dominions;  and  that  I  fhall  obferve  thefe  in  my  own 
practice  and  family,  and  (hall  never  make  oppofition  to 
€C  any  of  thefe,  or  endeavour  any  change  thereof.”  This 
oath  was  annexed  to  the  covenant  itfelf,  drawn  up  in  a  fair 
roll  of  parchment,  and  fubfcribed  by  him  in  the  prefence  of 
the  nt>bility  and  gentry.* 

His  majefty  alfo  figned  a  declaration,  in  which  he  acknow* 
ledged  the  fin  of  his  father  in  marrying  into  an  idolatrous 

§  The  ceremonial  of  this  coronation  is  given  at  length  by  Dr.  Gw, 
vol.  iii.  p.  Em-* 

*  Oldmixon’s  HiHory  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  591, 

family; 


\ 


'  k  1  ,  x 

t  CHAP*  II*  OF  THEr  PURITANS.  43 

family ;  and  that  the  blood  {hed  in  the  late  wars  lay  at  his 
father's  door.f  He  exprefled  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  own  ill 
education,  and  of  the  prejudices  he  had  drunk  in,  againft  the 
caufe  of  God,  of  which  he  was  now  very  fenfible.  He  con- 
feffed  all  the  former  parts  of  his  life  to  have  been  a  courfe 
of  enmity  to  the  word  of  God.  He  repented  of  his  com - 
mijfion  to  Montrofs.  He  acknowledged  his  own  fins,  and 
the  fins  of  his  father's  houfe,  and  fays,  he  will  account  them 
his  enemies  who  oppofe  the  covenants ,  both  which  he  had 
taken  without  any  finifter  intention  of  attaining  his  own  ends. 
He  declares  his  deteftation  and  abhorrence  of  all  popery, 
fuperftition,  idolatry,  and  prelacy,  and  refolves  not  to  tolerate 
them  in  any  part  of  his  dominions.  He  acknowledges  his 
great  fin  in  making  peace  with  the  Irifli  rebels ,  and  allowing 
them  the  liberty  of  their  religion,  which  he  makes  void,  re¬ 
viving  for  the  future  rather  to  choofe  affliftion  than  fin;  and 
though  he  judges  charitably  of  thofe  who  have  afted  againft 
the  covenant,  yet  he  promifes  not  to  employ  them  for  the 
future  till  they  have  taken  it.  In  the  conclusion,  his  majefty 
eonfefles  over  again  his  own  guilt;  and  tells  the  world,  the 
ftate  of  the  queftion  was  now  altered,  in  as  much  as  he  had 
obtained  mercy  to  be  on  God's  fide,  and  therefore  hopes 
the  Lord  will  be  gracious,  and  countenance  his  own  caufe, 
fince  he  is  determined  to  do  nothing  but  with  advice  of  the 
kirk. 

Our  hiftorians,  who  complain  of  the  prevarication  of  Crom¬ 
well ,  would  do  well  to  find  a  parallel  to  this  in  all  hiftory  ; 
the  king  took  the  covenant  three  times  with  this  tremendous 
oath,  by  the  Eternal  and  Almighty  God ,  who  liveth  and  reign - 
eth  for  mr,  I  will  obferve  and  keep  all  that  is  contained  here¬ 
in .  Mr.  Baxter  admits,*  that  the  Scots  were  in  the  wrong 
in  tempting  the  young  king  to  fpeak  and  publifh  that,  which 

+  Hiftory  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  387.  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  78,  Edingb.  edit, 

*  “  It  feemed  to  me  and  many  others,”  fays  Mr.  Baxter ,  “  that  the 
“  Scots  mifcarried  divers  ways :  1 .  In  impofmg  laws  upon  their  king,  for 

which  they  had  no  authority :  2.  In  forcing  him  to  difhonour  the  me- 
"  mory  of  his  father  by  fuch  confeffions:  3.  In  tempting  him  to  fpeak 
"  and  publifh  that  which  they  might  eafily  know  was  contrary  to  his  heart, 
**  and  fo  to  take  God’s  name  in  vain :  4.  And  in  giving  Cromwell  occa^ 
f  flop  to  charge  them  all  with  difljmulatioiu”  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  66.  Ed. 

~  .  >  *  they 
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tluy  might  eaffiy  know  was  contrary  to  the  thoughts  of 

rh“™Lh;s  ■*!?%«« »« >°  <*««, » 


tnmrpi'e  upon  the  moft. /acred  bonds  of  religion  and  fociety. 
/t!LCOT?  K,:d  W1fh  the  riS0Urs  of  the  Scots  difcipline  and  wor- 


CC 
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He  heart  many  prayers  and  fermons  of  great  length. 
I  rememoer  (fays  bilhop  Burnet *)  in  one  fail  day,  there 
„  were  „  le!'moivs  preached  without  intermiffion.  fie  was 

ce  !:0t  a  i°>vec\  to,  ya!k  abroad  on  Sundays;  and  if  at  any 
^  time  there  had  been  any  gaiety  at  court,  as. dancing,  or 

«  piaymy  at  fards’  he  was  Severely  reproved  for  it,  which 

«  n°?ollbr  t-Cd  a  iitde  to  ^e8et  in  him  an  averfion  to  all 
*n  religion.”  And  the  Scots  were  fo  jealous  that 
3  j1;11.5  was  ^rom  wceffrty,  that  they  would  buffer  none  of  Ins 
old  mends  to  come  into  his  prefence  and  councils,  nor  fo 
much  as  to  fcrve  in  the  army. 

While  the  Scots  were  railing  forces  for, the  king’s  fervice 
a  private  correfpondence  was  carried  on  with  the  Engliffi 
pieibyterians ;  letters  were  alio  written,  and  meffengers'  fent 
mom  London  to  the  king  and  queen-mother  in  France,  to 
Iiauen  an  accommodation  with  the  Scots,  affuring  them,  that 
the  Enghih  prelbyterians  would  then  declare  for  him  the 
i.rit  opportunity.  Conliderable  fums  of  money  were  col¬ 
lected  privately  _  to  forward  an  expedition  into  England;'  but 
the  vigilance  oi  the  commonwealth  difcovered  and  defeated 
theii  defigns.  1  he  principal  gentlemen  and  minilters  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  correfpondence,  were  fome  difbanded  officers 
who  had  ferved  the  parliament  in  the  late  wars;  as  major 
Adams,  Alford,  and  Huntington ;  colonel  Vaughan,  Sowton , 
Titus,  Jackfon,  Bains,  Barton;  captain  Adams,  Potter,  Far , 
'Mc’Jfcy,  Starks;  and  Mr.  Gibbons .  The  miniflers  were  Dr. 
Brake,  Mr.  Cafe,  Wat  [on.  Hey  rick,  Jenkins ,  Jackfon,  Jacquel, 
Robinfon,  Cawton,  Nafon ,  Haviland,  Blackmore ,  and  Mr. 
Love.  Thefe  had  their  private  affemblies  at  major  Adams’ s, 
colonel  Barton’s,  and  at  Mr.  Love’s  houfe,  and  held  a  corre¬ 
fpondence  with  the  king,  who  defired  them  to  fend  commif- 
fioners  to  Breda  to  moderate  the  Scots  demands,  which  fer¬ 
vice  he  would  reward  when  God  ihould  reltore  him  to  his 
kingdoms. 

But  fo  numerous  a  confederacy  was  hardly  to  be  concealed 
from  the  watchful  eyes  of  the  new  government,  who  had 

*  P.  73-  .  '  their 


their  fpies  in  all  places.  Major  Adams i  being  apprehended 
on  fufpicion,  was  the  firft  who  difcovered  the  confpiracy  to 
the  council  of  ft  ate .  On  his  information  warrants  were  if- 
fued  out,  for  apprehending  mod  of  the  gentlemen  and  mi- 
nifters  abovementioned;  hdt  Jeveral  abfeonded,  and  with¬ 
drew  from  the  dorm.  Theufiinifters  wTho  were  apprehended 
were  Dr.  Drake ,  Mr.  Jenkins ,.  Jack  for ,  Robinfon ,  Watfon , 
Blackmore ,  and  Haviland ,  who  after  lome  time  were  releafed 
on  their  petition  for  mercy,  and  promifmg  fubmiffion  to  the 
government  fer  the  future;  but  Mr.  Love  and  Gibbons  were 
made  examples,  as  a  terror  to  others.  Mr.  Jenkins's  peti¬ 
tion  being  exprefled  in  very  ftfong  terms*  was  ordered  to 
be  printed;  it  was  entitled,  The  bumble  petition  of  William. 
Jenkins,  prifoner ,  declaring  his -unfeigned  forrow  for  all  his 
late  mifearr  iages ,  and  promiftng  to-be :  true  and  faithful  to  the 
prefent  government ;  with  three  queries ,  being  the  ground  of  his 
late  petition ,  and  fubmiffion  to  the  prefent  powers. . 

The  reverend  Mr.  Love  was  brought  before  a  mew  high 
court  of  jitftice  erected  for  this  purpofe,  as  was  the  cudom  of 
thefe  times  .for  ftate  criminals ,  when  Mr.  attorney-general 
Prideaux^  June  20,  exhibited  againd  him  the  following  charge 
of  high  treafon;  <c  that  at  feveral  times  in  the  years  1649, 
“  1650,  and  1631,  and  in  feveral  places,  he,  with  the  per- 
“  fons  abovementioned,  had  maliciouily  combined,  and  con* 
“  trived  to  raife  forces  againd  the  prefent  government — that 
cc  they  had  declared  and  publidied  Charles  Stuart ,  elded  fon 
u  of  the  late  king,  to  be  king  of  England,  without  confent 
£c  of  parliament— that  they  "had  aided  the  Scots  to  invade 
“  this  commonwealth — that  the  faid  Chriftopher  Love,  at  du 
16  vers  times  between  the  29th  of  March  1650,  and  the  firft 
of  June  1651,  at  London  and  other  places,  had  traite- 


*  The  molt  remarkable  politicos  In  this  petition  were:  That  the  par- 
iament,  without  the  king,  were  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  nation :  that 
God’s  providences  are  antecedent  declarations  of  his  will  and  approbation; 
ind  appeared  as  evidently  in  removing  the  king  and  inverting  their  honours 
vith  the  government,  as  in  taking  away  and  bellowing  any  government 
n  any  hiftory  of  any  age  of  the  world ;  that  the  refufal  of  fubjerfion  to  their 
tuthority  was  fuch  an  oppofmg  the  government  fet  up  by  the  fovereign  Lord 
)f  heaven  and  earth,  as  none  can  have  peace  either  in  acting  or  fuffenng  for: 
tnd  that  it  was  a  duty  to  yield  to  this  authority  all  active  and  chearful  obe- 
lienee,  in  the  Lord,  for  covfdence  fake ,  Dr.  Grey1  $  Remarks,  vol.  in. 
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roully  and  malidoufly  maintained  correfpondence  and  in¬ 
telligence  by  letters  and  meffages  with  Charles  Stuart ,  fon 
<c  of  the  late  king,  and  with  the  queen  his  mother,  and  with 
ic  fundry  of  his  council — that  he  did  likewife  hold  corre- 
“  fpondence  with  divers  of  the  Scots  nation,  and  had  affifled 
them  with  money,  arms,  and  other  fupplies  in  the  prefent 
"  war,  as  well  as  colonel  Titus  ^  and  others  of  the  Englifh 
nation,  in  confederacy  with  them,  to  the  hazard  of  the 
cc  publick  peace,  and  in  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  land. — ” 
To  this  charge  Mr.  Love ,  after  having  demurred  to  the 
jurifdi&ion  of  the  court,  pleaded  not  guilty .  The  witneffes 
again#  him  were  eight  of  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen. 
The  reverend  Mr.  Jackfon  was  fummoned,  but  refufed  to  be 
fworn,  or  give  evidence,  becaufe  he  looked  on  Mr.  Love  to 
be  a  good  man ;  faying,  he  {hould  have  a  hell  in  his  con- 
fcience  to  his  dying  day,  if  he  ftiould  fpeak  any  thing  that 
{hould  be  circumstantially  prejudicial  to  Mr.  Love’s  life. 
The  court  put  him  in  mind  of  his  obligation  to  the  publick, 
and  that  the  very  fafety  of  all  government  depended  upon  it. 
But  he  refufed  to  be  fworn,  for  which  the  court  fent  him  to 
the  Fleet,  and  fined  him  five  hundred  pounds. 

But  it  appeared  by  the  other  witneffes,  that  Mr.  Love  had 
carried  on  a  criminal  correfpondence  both  with  the  king  and 
the  Scots.  With  regard  to  the  king  it  was  fworn,  that 
about  a  month  after  his  late  majefty’s  death,  feveral  of  them 
met  at  a  tavern  at  Dowgate,  and  other  places,  to  concert 
meafures  to  forward  the  king’s  agreement  with  the  Scots,  for 
which  purpofe  they  applied  by  letters  to  the  queen,  and  fent 
over  colonel  Titus  with  one  hundred  pounds  to  defray  his 
expences.  The  colonel,  having  delivered  his  meffage,  fent 
back  letters  by  colonel  Alsford ,  which  were  read  in  Mr. 
Lovers  houfe;  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  king  him- 
felf,  Mr.  Love  being  prefent.  Upon  thefe  and  fuch  like 
fa£is,  the  council  for  the  commonwealth  infilled,  that  here 
Was  a  criminal  correfpondence  to  rejlore  the  king ,  contrary 
to  the  ordinance  of  Jan.  30,  1648,  which  fays,  “  that  who- 
foever  {hall  proclaim,  declare,  publifh,  or  any  ways  pro- 
€c  mote  Charles  Stuart ,  or  anv  other  perfon,  to  be  king  of 
“  England \  without  confent  or  parliament,  (hall  be  adjudged 
u  a  traytor,  and  fuffer  the  pains  of  death  as  a  traytor.” 
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The  other  branch  of  the  charge  againft.Mr.  Love,  was 
his  correfpondence  with  the  Scots,  and  affixing  them  in  the 
War  againft  the  parliament.  .  To  fupport  this  article,  captain 
Potter,  Adams,  and  Mr.  Jacquel,  fwore,  that  letters,  came 
from  Scotland  to  colonel  Bamfield  with  the  letter  L  upon 
them,  giving  a  large  narrative  of  the  fight  at  Dunbar,  and  of 
the  Scots  affairs  for  three  months  after  till  Chriftmas.  There 
came  alfo  letters  from  the  earl  of  Argyle,  Lothian ,  and  Lou¬ 
don,  who  propofed  the  railing  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  buy 
arms,  and  to  hire  (hipping,  in  order  to  land  five  thoufand 
men  in  England.  The  letters  were  read  at  Mr.  Love's  houfe; 
but  the  propofals  being  difliked,  only  forty  pounds  was 
raifed  for  the  expences  of  the  meffenger.  At  another  time 
a  letter  was  read  from  general  Majey,  in  which  he  defires 
them  to  provide  arms,  and  mentions  his  own  and  colonel 
Titus's  neceffities;  upon  which  it  was  agreed  to  raife  two 
or  three  hundred  pounds  by  way  of  contribution,  and  every 
one  prefent  wrote  down  what  he  would  lend,  among  whom 
was  Mr.  Love,  who  not  only  contributed  himfelf,  but  carried 
about  the  paper  to  encourage  others.  This  was  conftrued 
by  the  council  for  the  commonwealth,  fufficient  to  bring  Mr. 
Love  within  the  ordinance  of  July  i,  1649,  which  fays, 
“  ^at  if  any  (hall  procure,  invite,  aid,  or  afiift,  any  foreigners 
“  or  ft  ranger  3  to  invade  Englandior  Ireland;  or  fhall  adhere 

to  any  forces  raifed  by  the  enemies  of  the  parliament,  or 
“  commonwealth,  or  keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England,  all 

“  fach  perfons  (hall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  high 
“  treafoti.” 

Mr.  Love,  in  his  defence,  behaved  with  a  little  too  much 
freedom  and  boldnefs ;  he  fet  too  high  a  value  upon  his  fa- 
cred  char  after,  which  the  court  was  inclined  to  treat  with 
negleft.'  He  objefted  to  the  witneffes,  as  being  forced  into 
the  fervice  to  fave  their  lives.  He  obferves,  that  to  feveral 
of  the  fafts  there  w’as  only  one  witnefs;  and  that  fome  of  - 
them  had  fworn  falfly,  or  at  ieaft  their  memories  had  failed 
them  in  fome  things;  which  might  eafily  happen  at  fo  great 

. .  _  no  witneffes  to  confront  the 

evidence,  Dut  at  the  clofe  of  his  defence  confeffed  ingenu* 

oufly,  that  there  had  been  feveral  meetings  of  the  above- 
named  perfons  at  his  houfe,  that  a  comnaiilion  was  read,  but 

that 
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that  he  had  diffented  from  it*  He  acknowledged  further, 
that  he  was  prefent  at  the  readings  of  letters,  or  of  fome 
part  of  them,  “  but  I  was  ignorant*  (%s  he)  of  the  danger 
“  thatal  now  fee  I  am  in*  The  aft  of  Aug.  2..  1650,  makes 
“  ittreafon  to  hold  any  correfpondence  with  Scotland,  or  to 
46  fend  letters  thither  though  but  in  a  way  of  commerce,  the 
two  nations  being  at  war;  now  here  my  council  acquaints 
“  me  with  my  danger,  that  I  being  prefent  when  letters  were 
“  read  in  my  houfe,  am  guilty  of  a  concealment,  and  there- 
<c  fore  as  to  that,  I  humbly  lay  myfelf  at  your  feet  and 
tc  mercy.” 

And  to  move  the  court  to  (hew  mercy  to  him,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  fet  out  his  own  character  in  the  moft  favourable 
light;  “  I  have  been  called  a  malignant  and apoftate ,  (fays  he) 
ct  but,  God  is  my  witnefs,  I  never  carried  on  a  malignant  in- 
tereft;  1  fhall  retain  my  covenanting  principles,  from  which 
“  by  the  grace  of  God  I  will  never  depart;  neither  am  I  an 
“  incendiary  between  the  two  nations  of  England  and  Scot- 
u  land,  but  I  am  grieved  for  their  divifions;  and  if  I  had  as 
<c  much  blood  in  my  veins  as  there  is  water  in  the  fea,  I 
could  account  it  well  fpent  to  quench  the  fire  that  our  fins 
4C  have  kindled  between  them.  I  have  all  along  engaged 
cc  my  life  and  eftate  in  the  parliament’s  quarrel,  againft  the 
cc  forces  raifed  by  the  late  king,  not  from  a  profpeft  of  ad- 
<c  vantage,  but  from  confcience  and  duty ;  and  I  am  fo  far 
from  repenting,  that  were  it  to  do  again,  upon  the  fame 
<c  unqueflionable  authority,  and  for  the  fame  declared  ends, 
I  fhould  as  readily  engage  in  it  as  ever;  though  I  wifli  from 
my  foul,  that  the  ends  of  that  juft  war  had  been  better 
accomplifhed.  ' 

“  Nor  have  my  fufferings  in  this  caufebeen  inconfiderable; 
cc  when  I  was  a  fcholar  in  Oxford,  and  M.  A .  I  was  the 
*c  firft  who  publickly  refufed  to  fubferibe  the  canons  impofed 
by  the  late  archbilhop,  for  which  I  was  expelled  the  con- 
cc  vocation  houfe.  When  I  came  firft  to  London,  which  was 
about  twelve  years  ago,  I  was  oppofed  by  the  bifhop  of 
London,  and  it  was  about  three  years  before  I  could  ob* 
“  tain  fo  much  as  a  lefture.  In  the  year  1640,  or  1641,  I 
was  imprifoned  in  Newcaftle,  for  preaching  againft  the 
“  fervice-book,  from  whence  I  was  removed  hither  by  ha* 

<c  beas 
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“  beas  corpus,,  and  acquitted.  In  the  beginning  of  the  war 
“  between  the  late  king  and  parliament,  I  was  accufed  for 
“  preaching  treafon  and  rebellion,  merely  becaufe  I  main* 

«  tained,  in  a  fermon  at  Tenterden  in  Kent,  the  lawfulnefs 
<«  of  a  defenfive  war.  I  was  again  complained  of  by  the 
“  commiffioners  at  Uxbridge  for  preaching  a  fermon,  which 
«  I  hear  is  lately  reprinted;  and  if  it  be  printed  according  to 
“  the  fird  copy,  I  will  own  every  line  of  it.  After  all  this, 

“  I  have  been  three  times  in  trouble  lince  the  late  change  of 
«  government.  Once  I  was  committed  to  cudody,  and  twice 
“  cited  before  the  committee  for  plundered  miniders,  but 
“  for  want  of  proof  was  difcharged.  And  now  lad  of  all, 

“  this  great  trial  is  come  upon  me;  I  have  been  kept  feveral 
«  weeks  in  clofe  prifon,  and  am  now  arraigned  for  my  life, 

«  and  like  to  fuffer  from  the  hands  of  thofe  for  whom  I  have 
«  done  and  fuffered  fo  much,  and  who  have  lift  up  their 
“  hands  with  me  in  the  fame  covenant;  and  yet  I  am  not 
“  confcious  of  any  perfonal  aft  proved  againd  me,  that  brings 
“  me  within  any  of  your  laws  as  to  treafon. 

“  Upon  the  whole,  though  I  never  wrote  nor  fent  letters 
“  into  Scotland,  yet  I  confefs  their  proceedings  with  the 
“  king  are  agreeable  to  my  judgment,  and  for  the  good  of 
“  the  nation;  and  though  I  difown  the  commiffion  and  in- 
“  druftions  mentioned  in  the  indiftment,  yet  I  have  defired 
“  an  agreement  between  the  king  and  the  Scots,  agreeably 
“  to  the  covenant;  for  they  having  declared  him  to  be  their 
“  king,  I  have  defired  and  prayed  as  a  private  man,  that  they 
*f‘  might  accomplilh  their  ends  upon  fuch  terms  as  were 
“  confident  with  the  fafety  of  religion  and  the  covenant.” 

He  concludes  with  befeeching  the  court,  that  he  may  not 
be  put  to  death  for  date  reafons.  He  own9  he  had  been 
guilty  of  a  concealment,  and  begs  the  mercy  of  the  court  for 
it,  promifirtg  for  the  future  to  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable 
life.  He  puts  them  in  mind,  that  when  Abiathar  the  pried 
had  done  an  unjudifiable  aftion,  king  Solomon  faid,  he  would 
not  put  him  to  death  at  that  time,  becaufe  he  bore  the  ark  of 
the  Lord  God  before  David  his  father ;  and  becaufe  he  had 
been  afflicted  in  all  wherein  his  father  had  been  affl idled. — 

“  Thus  (fays  he)  I  commit  myfelf  and  my  all  to  God,  and 
“  to  your  judgments  and  confciences,  with  the  words  o1  • 

vol.  iv.  e  “  Jeremia  ^ 
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‘  j  eremiah  to  the  rulers  of  Iffael,  As  for  me ,  behold  1  am 
in  your  hands ,  do  with  me  as  feemeth  good  and  meet  to  you ; 
“  hut  know  ye  for  certain ,  that  if  ye  put  me  to  death ,  ye  fh  all 
“  purely  bring  innocent  blood  upon  yourf elves.  But  I  hope 
“  better  things  of  you,  though  I  thus  fpeak.” 

f  be  coun  allowed  Mr.  Love  the  benefit  of  council  learned 
in  the  law,  to  argue  forae  exceptions  againft  the  indictment* 
but  after  all  that  Mr.  Hales  could  lay  for  the  pnfoner,  the 
court  after  fix  days  hearing,  on  the  ctjb,  of  July,  pronounced 
fentence  of  death  againft  him  as  a  traitor. 

Great  interceffions*  were  made  for  the  life  of  this  reve, 
rend  perfon,  by  the  chief  of  the  prefbyterian  party  in  Lon¬ 
don,  his  wife  prefcnted  feveral  moving  petitions;  and  two 
were  prefented  from  himfelf,  in  one  of  which  he  acknow¬ 
ledges  the  juftice  of  his  lenience,  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  commonwealth;  in  the  other  he  petitions,  that  if  he  may 
not  be  pardoned,  his  fentence  may  be  changed  into  banifli- 
ment;  and  that  he  might  do  fometliing  to  deferve  his  life, 

.  he  prefented  with  his  laft  petition  a  narration  of  all  that  he 
knew  relating  to  the  plot,  which  admits  almoft  all  that  had 
been  objected  to  him  at  his  trial. 

But  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth  were  now  at  a  crifis, 
and  king  Charles  II.  having  entered  England  at  the  head  of 
fixteen  tnoufand  treots,  it  was.  thought  neceflary  to  flrike 
fome  terror  into  the  prefbyterian  party,  by  malting  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  one  of  their  favourite  clergymen."  Mr.  Whitlocke 
fays.j  that  colonel  Fortefcue  was  font  to  general  Cromwell  with 
a  petition  op  behalf  of  Mr.  Love ,  but  that  both  ,the  general 
and  the  reft  of  the  officers  declined  meddling  in  the  affair ; 
bifhop  Kc?inet  and  Mr.  Eachard  fay,  the  general  lent  word 
in  a  private  letter  to  one  of  his  confidents,  that  he  was  con¬ 
tent  that  Mr.  Love  fhouid  be  reprieved,  and  upon  giving  fe- 
curity  for  his  future  good  behaviour  pardoned;  but  that  the 
poft-boy  being  flopped  upon  the  road  by  fome  cavaliers  be¬ 
longing  to  the  late  king’s  'army,  they  fearched  his  packer, 
and  finding  this  letter  of  reprieve  for  Mr.  Love,  they  tore  it 

*  Not  only  by  bis  wife  and  friends,  fays  Mr.  Granger,  but  by  feveral 
parifhn0  in  London  and  by  fifty -four  miniflers.  Hi  dory  of  England,  vol.  iii. 
p*  43,  8  vo. ;  Eb. 

X  Memoirs,  p.  474. 
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with  indignation,  as  thinking  him  not  worthy  to  live,  who 
had  been  fuch  a  firebrand  at  the  treaty  of  Uxbridge.f  If 
this  (lory  be  true,  Mr.  Love  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  ungovern¬ 
able  rage  of  the  cavaliers,  as  Dr.  Dorijlaus  and  Mr.  Afcham 
had  done  before. 

The  mail  arriving  from  Scotland,  and  no  letter  from  Crom¬ 
well  in  behalf  of  Mr.  L  ove ,  he  was  ordered  to  be  executed 
upon  Tower-hill,  Auguft  22,  the  very  day  the  king  entered 
Worcester  at  the  head  of  his  Scots  army.  Mr.  Love  mounted 
the  fcaffold  with  great  intrepidity  and  resolution,  and  taking 
oft  his  hat  two  Several  times  to  the  people,  made  a  long  Speech, 
wherein  he  declares  the  Satisfaction  of  his  mind  in  the  caufe 
for  which  he  Suffered;  and  then  adds,  “  I  am  for  a  regulated, 
“  mixed  monarchy,  which  I  judge  to  be  one  of  the  beft  go- 
«  vernments  in  the  world.  I  oppofed  in  my  place  the  forces 
“  of  the  late  king,  becaufe  I  am  againft  Screwing  up  mo- 
cc  narchy  into  tyranny,  as  much  as  againft  thofe  who  would 
cc  pull  it  down  into  anarchy.  I  was  never  for  putting  the 
“  king  to  death,  whofe  perfon  I  did  promife  in  my  covenant 
“  to  preferve;  and  I  judge  it  an  ill  way  of  curing  the  body 
<c  politick,  by  cutting  off  the  political  head.  I  die  with  my 
cc  judgment  againft  the  engagement ;  I  pray  God  forgive  them 
“  that  impofe  it,  and  them  that  take  it,  and  preferve  them  that 
“  refufe  it.  Neither  would  I  be  looked  upon  as  owning  this 
“  prefent  government;  1  die  with  my  judgment  againft  it. 
“  And  laffly9  I  die  cleaving  to  all  thofe  oaths,  vows,  cove- 
ce  nants,  and  proteftations,  that  were  impofed  by  the  two 
“  houfes  of  parliament.  I  blefs  God  I  have  not  the  lead 
“  trouble  on  my  Spirit,  but  I  die  with  as  much  quietnefs  of 
ec  mind  as  if  I  was  going  to  lie  down  upon  my  bed  to  reft. 
cc  I  fee  men  third  after  my  blood,  which  will  but  haften  my 
u  happinefs  and  their  ruin;  for  though  I  am  but  of  mean  pa- 
cc  rentage,  yet  my  blood  is  the  blood  of  a  chriftian,  of  a 
cc  minifter,  of  an  innocent  man,  and  (I  Speak  it  without 
iC  vanity)  of  a  martyr — I  conclude  with  the  Speech  of  the 
apoftle:  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered  up ,  and  the  time  of  my 
cc  departure  is  at  hand ,  but  I  have  finifhed  my  courfe ,  I  have 
<c  kept  the  faith:  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown 
°f  righteoufnefs — and  not  for  me  on/y9  but  for  all  them  that 

f  CompL  Hift.  p.  202.  Fachard,  p.  68 9. 
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“  love  the  appearance  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl ,  through  whofe 
blood  I  expert  falvation,  and  remiffion  of  fins.  And  fo  the 
Lord  bids  you  all.” 

After  this  he  prayed  with  an  audible  voice  for  himfelf  and 
his  feliow-fufferer  Mr.  Gibbon,  for  the  profperity  of  Eng¬ 
land,  for  his  covenanting  brethren  in  Scotland,  and  for  an 
happy  union  between  the  two  nations,  making  no  mention  of 
the  king.  He  then  rofe  from  his  knees,  and  having  taken 
leave  of  the  minilters,  and  others  who  attended  him, "he  laid 
his  head  upon  the  block,  which  the  executioner  took  off  at 
one  blow,  before  he  had  attained  the  age  of  forty  years. f 
h'b .  Love  was  a  zealous  prefbyterian,  a  popular  preacher, 
and  highly  efteemed  by  his  brethren.  His  funeral  fermon 
was  preached  by  Dr.  Manton,  and  pnblifhed  under  the  title 
of  The  Saints  triumph  over  death ;  but  his  memory  has  buf¬ 
fered  very  much  by  lord  Clarendon's  character,*  who  repre¬ 
sents  him  as  guilty  of  as  much  “  treafon  againft  the  late  king 
“  as  the  pulpit  could  contain;  and  delighting  himfelf  with 
the  recital  of  it  to  the  laft,  as  dying  with  falfe  courage,  or 
“  (as  he  calls  it)  in  a  raving  fit  of  fatisfa&ion,  for  having 
“  purfued  the  ends  of  the  fructified  obligation  the  covenant, 
“  without  praying  for  the  king,  any  further  than  he  propa- 
“  gated  the  covenant.”  - 

To  return  to  more  publick  affairs.  After  the  battle  of 
Dunbar,  general  Cromwell ,  through  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and,  his  great  fatigues,  was  feized  with  an  ague 
which  hung  upon  him  all  the  fpring,  but  as  the  fummer  ad¬ 
vanced  he  recovered,  and  in  the  month  of  July  marched  his 
army  towards  the  king’s  at  Sterlin;  but  not  thinking  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  attempt  his  camp,  he  tranfported  part  of  his  forces 

f  Mr.  Love  was  born  at  Cardiff  in  Glamorganlhire :  became  a  fervitor 
of* New- Inn,  Oxford,  1635,  aged  17.  In  1642  he  proceeded  mailer  of 
arts.  ^  He  was,  at  the  beginning  of  his  miniftry,  preacher  to  the  garrifon 
of  Windfor,,  then  under  the  command  of  colonel  John  Venn ,  and  was  called 
by  the  royalijts  V  knn’s  principal  fireman  at  Windfor.  He  was,  afterwards, 
lucceffively  miniller  of  St.  Ann’s  near  Alderfgate,  and  St.  Lawrence- Jewry, 
in  London.  He  was  the  author  of  fermons  and  fome  pieces  pf  praflical 
divinity,  which  gained  him  a  confiderable  reputation.  He  was  buried  with 
great  lamentation  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  of  St.  Lawrence- Jewry. 
Wood's  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  74,  and  Granger's  Hiftory,  vpl.  iii.  p. 
43,  8vq.  Ed. 

*  Vol.  iii.  p.  434, 
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over  the  Frith  into  Fife,  who  upon  their  landing  defeated 
the  Scots,  killing  two  thoufand,  and  taking  twelve  hundred 
priLners.  After  that,  without  waiting  any  longer  on  the 
king,  he  reduced  Johnftown,  and  almoft  all  the  garrifons  in 

the  north/’ 

While  the  general  was  employed  in  thefe.parts,  the  Scots 
committee,  that  directed  the  marches  of  their  army,  fearing 
the  (form  would  quickly  fall  upon  themfelves,  refolved  to 
march  their  army  into  England,  and  try  the  loyalty  of  the 
Englifh  prelbyterians;  for  this  purpofe  colonel  Majfey  was 
fent  before  into  Lancafhire,  to  prepare  them  for  a  revolt; 
and  the  king  himfelf  entered  England  by  the  way  of  Carlifle, 
Augufl  6,  at  the  head  of  fixteen  thoufand  men ;  but  when 
the  committee  of  minijiers  that  attended  the  army,  obferved 
that  the  king  and  his  friends,  upon-  their  entering  England, 
were  for  dropping  the  covenant ,  they  fent  an  exprefs  to 
Majfey  without  the  king’s  knowledge,  (fays  lord  Clarendon *) 
requiring  him  to  publifh  a  declaration,  to  allure  the  people 
of  their  refolution  to  profecute  the  ends  of  the  covenant. 
The  king  had  no  looner  notice  of  this,  but  he  fent  to  Majfey , 
forbidding  him  to  publilh  the  declaration,  and  to  behave 
with  equal  civility  towards  all  men  who  were  forward  to 
ferve  him;  “  but  before  this  inhibition,  (fays  his  lordlhip) 
ct  the  matter  had  taken  air  in  all  places,  and  was  fpread  over 
“  the  whole  kingdom,  which  made  all  m cm  fly  from  their 
“  houfes,  or  conceal  themlelves,  who  wilhed  the  king  well.” 
But  his  lordlhip  is  furely  miftaken,  for  the  king’s  chief 
hopes  under  Ala  fey  were  from  the  prelbyterians,  who  were 
fo  far  from  being  difpleafed  with  his  majefly’s  declaring  for 
the  covenant,  that  it  gave  them  all  the  lpirit  he  could  wilh 
for;  but  when  it  was  known  that  the  covenant  was  to  be 
laid  afide,  Mafef  s  meafures  were  broken,  many  of  the  Scots 
deferted  and  returned  home;  and  not  one  in  ten  of  the  En- 
glilh  would  hazard  his  life  in  the  quarrel.f  Mr.  Baxter, \ 
who  was  a  much  better  judge  of  the  temper  of  the  people 
than  his  lordlhip,  fays,  “  the*Eng!ilh  knew  that  the  Scots 
coming  into  England  was  rather  a  flight  than  a  march. 
u  They  considered  likewife,  that  the  implacable  cavaliers  had 


*  Vol.  iii.  p.  400,  406.  f  Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p.  585,  folio. 
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made  no  preparation  of  the  people’s  minds,  by  propofmn 
“  any  terms  of  a  future  reconciliation.  That  the  prelatical 
divines  weie  gone  further  from  the  prefbyterians  by  Dr. 
Hammond  s  new  way,  than  their  predeceffors ;  and  that 
the  caufe  they  contended  for  being  not  concord  but  go- 
vernment,  they  had  given  the  prefbyterian  clergy  and  peo- 
pie  no  hopes  of  finding  any  abatement  of  their  former 
burthens;  and  it  is  hard  to  perfuade  men  to  venture  their 
“  i*ves  in  order  to  bring  themfelves  into  a  prifon  or  banifh-  ^ 
“  ment.”  However,  thefe  were  the  true  reafons,  fays  Mr. 
Baxter ,  that  no  more  came  into  the  king  at  prefent;  and 
had  the  prefbyterians  obferved  them  at  the  reftoration,  they 
had  made  better  terms  for  themfelves  than  they  did. 

The  parliament  at  Weftminfter  were  quickly  advifed  of 
the  king’s  march,  and  by  way  of  precaution  expelled  all  de¬ 
linquents  out  of  the  city;  they  raifed  the  militia;  they  muf- 
tered  the  trained  bands,  to  the  number  of  fourteen  thoufand; 
and  in  a  few  weeks  had  got  together  an  army  of  near  fixty 
thoufand  brave  foldiers.  Mr.  Eachard  reprefents  the  par¬ 
liament  as  in  a  terrible  panic,  and  proje&ing  means  to  efcape 
out  Oi  the  land;  whereas,  in  reality,  the  unhappy  king  was 
the  pity  of  his  friends,  and  the  contempt  of  his  enemies. 
General  Cromwell  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  parliament,  to  have 
a  watchful  eye  over  the  prefbyterians,  who  were  in  confede¬ 
racy.  with  the  Scots,  and  told  them,  that  the  reafon  of  his 
not  interpofing  between  the  enemy  and  England  was,  becaufe 
he  was  refolved  to  reduce  Scotland  effe&ually  before  winter. 
He  defired  the  houfe  to  colleft  their  forces  together,  and 
make  the  bell  Hand  they  could  till  he  could  come  up  with 
the  enemy,  when  he  doubted  not  but  to  give  a  good  account 
of  them.  At  the  fame  time  he  fent  major-general  Lambert 
with  a  flrong  body  of  horfe  to  barrafs  the  king’s  forces, 
whilfl  himfelf  with  the  body  of  the  army,  haftened  after, 
leaving  lieutenant-general  Monk  with  a  fufficient  force  to 
fecure  his  conquefts,  and  reduce  the  reft  of  the  country, 
which  he  quickly  accomplifh^l.  Bifhop  Burnet  lays , [ |  there 
was  an  order  and  difcipline  among  the  Englifh,  and  a  face  of 
gravity  and  piety  that  amazed  all  people;  moft  of  them  were 
independants  and  baptifts,  but  all  gifted  men,  and  preached 
*  P.  689.  ||  Burnet,  p.  80. 
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as  they  were  moved,  but  never  above  once  diftui  bcu  the 

publick  worfhip.  .  „  ,  ,  , 

The  earl  of  Derby  was  the  only  nobleman  m  England  who 

raifed  1 500  men  for  the  young  king,  who  before,  he  could 
ioin  the  royal  army,  was  defeated  by  colonel  Lilburn ,  near 
Wimtn  in  Lancashire,  and  his  forces  entirely  djfperfed.  1  he 
earLbeing  wounded  retired  into  Chefhire,  and  from  thence 
uot  to  the  king,  who  had  marched  his  army  as  far  as  Wor- 
cefter  which  opened  its  gates,  and  gave  him  an  honourable 
reception;  from  thence  his  majefty  fent  letters  to  London, 
commanding  all  his  fubjefts  between  the  age  of  fifteen  and 
fixty  to  repair  to  his  royal  ftandard;  but  few  had  the  cou¬ 
rage  to  appear,  the  parliament  having  declared  all  iucli  re¬ 
bels,  and  burnt  the  king’s  fummons  by  the  hands  o,  the 
common  hangman.  His  majefty’s  affairs  were  now  at  a  enfis. 
Lambert  was  in  his  rear  with  a  great  body  of  horfe,  and 
Cromwell  followed  with  ten  thoufand  foot,  which,  together 
with  the  forces  that  joined  him  by  order  of  parliament,  made 
an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men.  The  king,  being  unable 
to  keep  the  field,  fortified  the  city  of  Worcefter,  and  en¬ 
camped  almoft  under  the  walls.  September  3,  CronvwcU  at¬ 
tacked  Powick  bridge,  within  two  miles  of  the  city,  \\  nidi 
drew  out  the  king’s  forces  and  occafiohed  a  gt.nei  al  battle, 
in  which  his  majefty’s  army  was  entirely  deftroyed;  four 
thoufand  being  flain,  feven  thoufand  taken  priloners,  with 
the  king’s  ftandard,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  colours. 
Never  was  a  greater  rout  and  difperfion,  nor  a  more  fatal 
blow  to  the  royal  caufe.  The  account  which  the  general 
gave  to  the  parliament  was,  “  that  the  battle  was  fought 
«  with  various  fuccefs  for  fome  hours,  but  ftill  hopeful  on 
our  part,  and  in  the  end  became  an  abfolute  victoi  y,  the 
enemy’s  army  being  totally  defeated,  and  the  town  in  our 
“  pofleffion,  our  men  entering  at  the  enemy’s  heels,  aud 
“  fighting  with  them  in  the  ftreets,  took  all  their  baggage 
“  and  artillery.  The  difpute  was  long  and  very  often  at 
“  pufli  of  pike  from  one  defence  to  another.  There  are 
“  about  fix  or  feven  thoufand  prifoners,  among  whom  are 
“  mgny  officers  and  perfons  of  quality.  I  his,  for  ought  I 
“  know,  may  be  a  crowning  mercy”  All  poflible  diligence 

was  ufed  to  leize  the  perfon  of  the  king;  it  was  declared 

high 


the  history 


Chap,  ji. 


,  ^ 

-  ,  _  /  1m* 

nnn  ,treafonrt0  collceaI  him,  and  a  reward  of  a  thoufand 

cfcnx  forafterT'l  ^  head,;,  ^  providence  ordained  his 
cape  tor  after  he  had  travelled  up  and  down  the  count™ 

one°orfetwn  L1  ndcr  var iou s  d i f gui fes,  i n  company  with 

one  or  two  confidents,  and  eicaped  a  thoufand  dangers  ho 

fnd  Cnfs  the  .channel  a£  Brighthelmfton  in  SufTev 

arter  tie  embarked;  from  whence  he  travelled  by  land  to  Paris 

- of  *’*■*£% 

„"sr  SS.XS! 

ons  m  America,  Were  reduced  this  fummer  to  the  obedience 

r  the  Pariiament,  m  fo  much  that  his  majefty  had  neither 
ort  nor  caftle,  nor  a  foot  of  land  in  all  his  dominion  The 

murgy  of  the  church  of  England  was  alfo  under*  a  to  d 
echpfe,  the  ttfe  of  it  being  forbid  only  i„  Stad  in 
ccen  to  the  royal  family  in  France,  which  had  hither’toan 

^  Louvre  feparated  to  that  purpofe;  but  after 
the  battle  of  Worcefter  an  order  was  fent  from  the  queen 
egent  to  Ihut  up  the  chapel,  it  being  the  king’s  pleafure  not 

Jick  h^nvofT  fhfe  f  any  rdigi.on  but  the  roman  catho- 
ick  in  any  of  his  houfes;  nor  could  chancellor  Hyde  obtain 

uf^het  end  ^  prT‘fe’, that  the  queen  of  England  would 
ufe  her  endeavours,  that  the  protefiants  of  the  family  fl10uld 

have  liberty  to  exercife  their  devotions  in  fome  private  room 
belonging  to  the  lodgings. 

Upon  the  king’s  arrival  in  France,  he  immediately  threw 
o  e  mafic  of  a  prefbytenan,  and  never  went  once  to  the 
protefiant  church  at  Charenton,  though  they  invited  him  in 
the  moll:  refpeftful  manner;  but  lord  Clarendon  diffuaded 
him  became  the  bugonots  had  not  been  hearty  in  his  interefi 
and  becaufe  it  might  look  difrefpe&ful  to  the  old  church  of 

t  This  muft  be  underftood  only  of  the  king’s  fir  ft  arrival:  for  her  pen- 
fion  was  fo  fmall  and  fo  ill  paid,  that  when  cardinal  de  Ret*  vifned  hefon 
a  ime,  m  the  month  of  January,  the  princefs  Henrietta  could  not  rife  for 
want  of  a  fire.  When  her  fon  arrived,  (he  had  not  money  enough  to  buy 
him  a  change  of  linen  for  the  next  day.  The  French  court  was  obliged 

ne/month  ifr'c  ^  0n  ^  3  PeIifio"  °f  6°0O  liS 

per  month.  Dr.  Grey,  vol.  nu  p.  134,  5.  Clarendon’s  Hiflory,  vol.  iii, 

p.  44I.  U.D.  J 
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England.  In  truth,  there  being  no  further  profpeft  of  the 
king’s  refloration  by  the  prefbyterians,  the  eyes  of  the  court 
were  turned  to  th$  Roman  catholicks,  and  many  of  his  ma~ 
jelly’s  retinue  changed  their  religion,  as  appears  by  the 
Legenda  Lignea ,  publiflied  about  this  time,  with  a  lift  of 
fifty-three  new  converts,  among  whom  were  ihe  following 
names  in  red  capitals;  the  Countefs  of  Derby,  /WyKilmjchin, 
Lord  Cottington,  Sir  Marm.  Langdale,  Sir  Fr.  Doddington, 
Sir  Theoph.  Gilby,  Capt .  Tho.  Cook,  Tlio.  Vane,  D.  D . 
DeCrefly,  preb.  c/'Windfor,  Dr.  Bayley,  Dr.  Colins,  jun. 
D.  Goffe,  and  many  others,  not  to  mention  the  king  himfdf 
of  whom  father  Huddlefion  his  confeiTor  writes  in  his  treatife, 
intitled,  A  jhort.and  plain  way  to  the  faith  of  the  Churchy 
publiflied  1685,  that  he  put  it  into  the  king’s  hands  in  his 
retirement,  and  that  when  his  majefty  had  read  it,  he  de¬ 
clared  he  could  not  fee  how  it  could  be  anfwered.*  Thus 
early,  fays  a  reverend  prelate  of  tlie  church  of  England,  was 
the  king’s  advance  towards  popery,  of  which  we  (hall,  meet 
with  a  fuller  demonftration  hereafter.  |j 

General  Monk ,  whom  Cromwell  left  in  Scotland  with  fix 
thoufand  men,  quickly  reduced  that  kingdom,  which  was 
foon  after  united  to  the  commonwealth  of  England,  the  de¬ 
puties  of  the  feveral  counties  confenting  to  be  governed  by 
authority  of  parliament,  without  a  king  or  houfe  of  lords. § 
The  power  of  the  kirk  was  likewife  retrained  within  a  nar¬ 
row  compafs ;  for  though  they  had  liberty  to  excommunicate 
offenders,  or  debar  them  the  communion,  they  might  not 
feize  their  eftates,  or  deprive  them  of  their  civil  rights  and 
privileges.  No  oaths  or  covenants  were  to  be  impofed  but 
by  diredtion  from  Weftminfter;  and  as  all  fitting  encourage- 
ment  was  to  be  given  to  the  minifters  of  the  eflablifbed  kirk, 
fo  others  not  fatisfied  with  their  form  of  church  government 
had  liberty  to  ferve  God  after  their  own  manner;  and  all 
who  would  live  peaceably,  Rnd  yield  obedience  to  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  were  protected  in  their  feveral  perfuafions.  This 
occafioned  a  great  commotion  among  the  clergy,  who  com¬ 
plained  of  the  lofs  of  their  covenant,  and  church  difciplinej 


*  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  444. 

||  Kennet,  p.200,  210.  Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p.  586,  folio. 
§  Whitlocke^  p.  503,  504,  498. 
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<md  exclaimed  againft  the  toleration,  as  opening  a  door  to 
all  kinds  of  error  and  herefy:  but  the  Englifh  fupported 
then  fi  lends  agamft  all  oppofltion. 

f  he  laird  of  Drum ,  being  threatened  with  excommunica- 
t-on  for  fpeaking  agamft  the  kirk,  and  for  refufing  to  fwear 
that  its  difciplme  was  of  divine  authority ,  fled  to  the  Englifh 
for  protection,  and  then  wrote  the  affembly  word,  that  their 
opprefhon  was  equal  to  that  of  the  late  bifhops,  but  that  the 
commonwealth  of  England  would  not  permit  them  to  enflave 
me  confciences  of  men  any  longer.  The  prefbytery  would 
have  proceeded  to  extremities  with  him,  but  Monk  brandilhed 
his  lword  over  their  heads,  and  threatened  to  treat  them  as 
enemies  to  the  ftate,  upon  which  they  defifted  for  the  pre- 
ient.*  Soon  after  this,  commiffioners  chiefly  of  the  indepen¬ 
dent  perfuafion  were  lent  into  Scotland,  to  vifit  the  univer- 
hties,  and  to  fettle  liberty  of  confluence  in  that  kingdom, 
againil  the  coercive  claim  of  the  kirk,  by  whofe  influence  a 
declaration  was  prefented  to  the  affembly  at  Edinburgh,  July 
26,  m  favour  of  the  congregational  difeipline,  and  for  liberty 
of  confcience',  but  the  ftubborn  affembly-men,  inftead  of 
yielding  to  the  declaration,  publilhed  a  paper  called  a  Tefti- 
mony  againft  the  prefent  encroachments  of  the  civil  power  upon 
tve  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidion,  occafioned  by  a  proclamation  of 
the  Englilh  cornmillioners  appointing  a  committee  for  vifiting 
their  univerfities,  which  they  take  to  be  a  fpecial  flower  of 
the_  kirk  prerogative.  The  fynod  of  Fife  alfo  protefted 
againft  the  publick  refolutions  of  the  civil  power ;  but  the 
fworcl  of  the  Englilh  kept  them  in  awe;  for  when  the  fynod 
of  Peith  cited  before  them  feveral  perfons  for  flighting  the 
admonitions  of  the  kirk,  Mr.  Whitlocke  fays,j-  that  upon  the 
clay  of  appearance,  their  wives,  to  the  number  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty,  with  clubs  in  their  hands,  came  and 
befieged  the  church  where  the  fynod  flu;  that  they  abufed 
one  of  the  miniiters  who  was  fent  out  to  treat  with  them, 
and  threatened  to  excommunicate  them;  and  that  they  beat 
tue  clerk  and  difperfed  the  affembly;  upon  which  thirteen 
of  the  minifters  met  at  a  village  about  four  miles  diftant,  and 
having  agreed  that  no  more  fynods  fhould  be  held  in  that 
place,  they  pronounced  the  village  accurfed.  When  the 


*  Whitlocke,  p.  500,  505,515, 


f  P.  511,  512. 


general 


CHAP.  II,  OF  THE  PURITANS.  59 

general  aflembly  met  again  at  Edinburgh  next  {runnier,  and 
were  juft  entering  upon  bufinefs,  lieutenant-colonel  Cotterel 
went  into  the  church,  and  Handing  up  upon  one  of  the 
benches,  told  them  that  no  eccleliallical  judicatories  were  to 
fit  there,  but  by  authority  of  the  parliament  of  England ; 
and  without  giving  them  leave  to  reply,  he  commanded  them 
to  retire,  and  conduced  them  out  of  the  weft  gate  of  the  city 
with  a  troop  of  horfe  and  a  company  of  foot;  and  having- 
taken  away  the  commifiions  from  their  feveral  clafles,  enjoin¬ 
ed  them  not  to  affemble  any  more  above  three  in  a  company. 

But  with  all  thefe  commotions,  bifliop  Burnet  obferves,* 
that  the  country  was  kept  in  great  order;  the  garrifons  in  rhe 
Highlands  obferved  an  exact  difeipline,  and  were  well  paid, 
which  brought  fo  much  money  into  the  kingdom,  that  it  con¬ 
tinued  all  the  time  of  the  ufurpation  in  a  flourilhing  condition ; 
juftice  was  carefully  adminiftered,  and  vice  was  fuppreffed 
and  punilhed;  there  was  a  great  appearance  of  devotion; 
the  fabbath  was  obferved  with  uncommon  flrictnefs;  none 
might  walk  the  ftreets  in  time  of  divine  fervice,  nor  frequent 
publick-houfes ;  the  evenings  of  the  Lord’s  days  were  fpent 
in  catechifmg  their  children,  finging  pfalms,  and  other  afts 
of  fainily  devotion,  in  fo  much  that  an  acquaintance  with  the 
principles  of  religion,  and  the  gift  of  prayer,  increafed  pro- 
digioufly  among  the  common  people. 

The  war  being  now  ended,  the  parliament  publifhed  an  aci 
of  indemnity  for  all  crimes  committed  before  June  30,  - 1 648, 
except  pirates,  Irifli  rebels,  the  murderers  of  Dr.  Dorijlaus 
and  Mr.  Afcham ,  and  fome  others,  provided  they  laid  hold 
of  it,  and  took  the  engagement  before  Feb.  i,  1652.  I11 

the  clofe  of  the  year  they  chofe  a  new  council  of  ftate  out 
of  their  own  body  for  the  next  year,  and  continued  them- 
felves,  inftead  of  dilTolving  and  giving  way  to  a  new  parlia¬ 
ment;  the  neglect  of  which  was  their  ruin. 

On  the  26th  of  Sept,  lieutenant-general  Ircton  died  at  Li¬ 
merick  in  Ireland,  after  he  had  reduced  that  city  to  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  the  commonwealth.  Lie  was  bred  to  the  law,  and 
was  a  perfon  of  great  integrity,  bold  and  intrepid  in  all  his 
enterprizes,  and  never  to  be  diverted  from  what  he  thought 
juft  and  right  by  any  arguments  or  perfuafions.  He  was  a 

*  Hiftory>  vol.  i.  p.  84,'Edin.  edition. 
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horougn  commonwealth’s  man.  Bifhop  Burnet  fays  he 
had  the  principles  and  temper  of  a  Cajfms*  and  wal  moft 
liber al  in  employing  his  purfe  and  hazarding  his  perfon  in  the 
iervice  of  the  publick.  He  died  in  the  midft  Hfe  of  a 
ouinmg  fever, §  after  ten  days  ficknefs.  His  body  beino- 
brought  over  into  England  was  laid  in  hate  at  Somerfet 
f  Ioufe,  ana  buried  in  Weftminller-Abbey  with  a  pomp  and 
magnificence  fuited  to  the  dignity  of  his  ftation;  but  after 
.he  rdtoration  of  the  royal  family,  his  body  was  taken  out 
J,e  gravKe  ";,th  Cromwell’s,  and  buried  under  the  gallows. 

Ch}ft°mr  e  famf  d'ed  Mr*  Francis  Woodcock,  born  in 
■  her  1613,  and  educated  in  Brazen-Nofe  college,  Oxford 

where  he  took  a  degree  in  arts,  entered  into  orders,  and  had 

a  cure  of  fouk  behowed  upon  him+  In  the  beginning  of 

C^'1  ™rs  ^.i,ded  WIth  Ae  parliament,  and  was  om  of 
the  affembly  of  divines,  being  then  le&urer  of  St.  Lawrence- 

*  Hiflory,  vol.  i.  p.  63,  Edin.  edition. 

§  Lord  Clarendon  afcribes  the  death  of  Ireton  to  the  infeflion  of  the 
p.ague,  which  was  gotten  into  his  army.  He  was  of  Trinity  college  in 
Oxford,  and  on  leaving  the  umverfity  he  ftudied  at  the  Middle-Temple 
He  and  Lambert  difhnguifhed  themfelves  at  the  battle  of  Nafeby,  and  wwe 
/  n  concerned  in  drawing  up  the  remonftrance  of  the  army  to  the  narlia 

“  had  the  gteateft  hand  in  preparing  the  ordinance  for  thekinv’s 

t.ial,  and  the  precept  for  proclaiming  the  high  court  of  juftice,  in  which  he 
at  a;,  a  judge.  His  authority  was  fo  great,  that  he  was  entirely  fubmitted 
to  in  all  the  civil  as  well  as  martial  affiiirs :  though  his  parts  were  confidered 
y  om,  a,  more  fitted  for  modelling  a  government,  than  for  the  conduct 
of  an  army  The  Oxford  hxftor.an  defcribes  him  as  of  a  turbulent  and 
ucy  difpofitmn,  nurtured  to  mifchief,  and  a  profound  thorough-paced  dif- 

e?lb,,crvundcr  *he  of  religion.  .  His  corpfe  was  carried  from  the  fhip,  in 
w.iich  it  was  brought  to  Briftol,  m  a  hearfe  of  velvet,  attended  b/the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  council  in  their  formalities,  and  the  governor  and 

officers,  to  tne  Cable :  from  whence  it  was  removed  to  London  with  great 
pomp  T  he  parliament  fettled  on  his  widow  and  children  2000I.  per  an n. 
ou.  of  the  lands  belonging  to  George  duke  of  Bucks.  His  daughter,  who 
married  Thomas  Bendijb ,  efq;  of  Gray’s-inn,  wasamoft  fmgular  charafter 
and  bore  a  greater  refemblance,  in  countenance  and  difpofitions,  to  he? 
grandfather,  Oli  ver  Cromwell,  than  did  any  of  his  defendants.  A  curious 
ftetch  of  her  charadter,  drawn  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Say,  is  preferved  in  the 
fecond  volume  of-  Letters”  publifhed  by  Mr.  Duncombe.  ‘  Dr.  Grev,  vol. 

111.  p.  141,  Sec.  Lord  Clarendon’s  Hiflory,  vol.  iii.  p.  467.  Wood’s 

Aj^nIr-?XOn-  P;  ?.>*  8z-  Whitlocke;s ;  Mem.  p.  49,,  49J.  'and  Gran- 

j  I. tftcry,  vol.  n.  p.  239.  and  vol.  iii.  p.  16,  17.  Ed. 

f  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  81,  82. 
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Jewry.  He  was  afterwards,  by  ordinance  of  parliament 
dated  July  10,  1646,  made  parfon  of  St.  Olave’s,  South¬ 
wark;  having  the  efteem  of  being  a  good  fcholar,  and  an 
excellent  preacher.  He  died  in  the  midlt  of  his  days  and 
ufefulnefs,  at  at  is  38. 

Mr.  George  Walker  proceeded  B.  D.  in  St.  John’s  college, 
Cambridge.  He  was  famous  for  his  ikill  in  the  oriental  lan¬ 
guages,  and  was  an  excellent  logician  and  theologiJl\  being 
very  much  noted  for  his  deputations  with  the  jefuit  Fijher , 
and  others  of  the  Romilh  church;  and  afterwards  for  his 
ftrift  fabbatarian  principles.  He  was  a  member  of  the  afTem- 
bly  of  divines,  where  he  gained  great  reputation  by  his  mu¬ 
nificent  and  generous  behaviour. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wilfon  was  born  in  Cumberland  1601,  and 
educated  in  Chrift’s  college,  Cambridge,  where  he  proceeded 
in  arts.  He  was  firft  minifter  of  Capel  in  Surry,  and  after 
feveral  other  removes  fixed  at  Maidftone  in  Kent,  where  he 
was  fufpended  for  refufmg  to  read  the  book  of  fports,  and 
not  abfolved  till  the  Scots  troubles  in  1639.  I11  1643,  he 

was  appointed  one  of  the  affembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfler, 
being  reputed  a  good  linguift,  and  well  read  in  ancient  and 
modern  authors.  He  was  of  a  robuft  conflitution,  and  took 
vafl  pains  in  preaching  and  catechifing;  he  had  a  great  deal 
of  natural  courage,  and  was  in  every  refpeft  a  chearful  and 
a&ive  chriflian,  but1  he  trefpaffed  too  much  upon  his  con- 
ftitution,  which  wore  him  out  when  he  was  little  more  than 
fifty  years  old.  He  died  comfortably  and  chearfully  towards 
the  end' of  the  year  1651.  Sir  Edward  Deering  gave  him 
this  character  in  the  houfe  of  commons;  “  Mr.  Wilfon  is  as 
u  ^orthodox  in  do&rine,  and  laborious  in  preaching,  as  any 
“  we  have,  and  of  an  unblemifhed  life.” 

The  terms  of  conformity  in  England  were  now  lower  than 
they  had  been  fmee  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars;  the  co¬ 
venant  was  laid  afide,  and  no  other  civil  qualification  for  a 
living  required,  but  the  engagement ,  fo  that  many  epifcopal 
divines  complied  with  the  government;  for  though  they 
might  not  read  the  liturgy  in  form,  they  might  frame  their 
prayers  as  near  as  it  they  pleafed.  Many  epifcopal  affemblies 
were  connived  at,  where  the  liturgy  was  read,  till  they  were 
found  plotting  againfl  the  government;  nor  would  they  have 

beer 
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been  denied  an  open  toleration,  if  they  would  have  given 

fecurity  for  their  peaceable  behaviour,  and  not  meddling 
With  politicks.  6 

The  parliament  having  voted,  in  the  year  1649,  that  tithes 
Jhoula  be  taken  away  as  foon  as  another  maintenance  for  the 
clergy  could  be  agreed  upon,  feveral  petitions  came  out  of 
the  country  praying  the  houfe  to  bring  this  affair  to  an  ifl'ue; 
One  advned,  that  all  the  tithes  over  the  whole  kingdom 
might  be  collected  into  a  treafury,  and  that  the  minifters 
might  be  paid  their  falaries  out  of  it.  Others  looking  upon 
tithes  unlawful,  would  have  the  livings  valued,  and  the  parilh 
engaged  to  pay  the  minifter.  This'  was  fufpefted  to  come 
.  10m  the  icctai  ics,  and  awakened  the  fears  of  the  eftablifhed 
c'ergy-  Mr.  Baxter  printed  the  Worcefter  petition  on  the 
benalf  of  the  minifters,*  which  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  by 
colonel  Bridges  and  Mr.  Foley,  and  Mr.  Boreman ,  B.  D.  and 
lellow  of  Trinity-college,  Cambridge,  publilhed  The  Country 
man  s  Catecbiftn ,  or  the  (church  s  Plea  for  Tithes ,  dedicated 
to  the  nobnity,  gentry,  and  commons  of  the  realm;  in  which 

infills  upon  tneir  divine  right •  But  the  clergy  were  more 
atiaid  than  hurt;  ioi  tnough  the  commons  were  of  opinion 
with  Mi.  Selden ,  that  tithes  were  abolifhed  with  the  old  law, 
yet  the  committee  not  agreeing  upon  an  expedient  to  fatisfy 
the  lay-impropriators,  the  affair  was  dropt  for  the  prefent. 

Upon  complaint  of  the  expence  and  tediou f  iefs  of  law  fuits, 
it  was  moved  in  the  houfe,  that  courts  of  juftice  might  be 
fettled  in  every  county,  and  maintained  at  the  publick  charge ; 
and  that  all  controversies  between  man  and  man  might  be 
heard  and  determined  free,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land ; 
and  that  clerks  of  all  courts  and  committees  might  do  their 
duty  without  delay,  or  taking  any  thing  more  than  their 
fettled  fees.  Accordingly,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
confider  of  the  inconveniencies  and  delays  of  law-fuits,  and 
how  they  might  be  remedied.  The  committee  came  to  fe¬ 
veral  resolutions  upon  this  head;  but  the  dilfolution  of  the 
parliament,  which  happened  the  next  year,  prevented  their 
bringing  it  to  -perfeftion.  -  .  - 

An  aft  had  paffed  in  the  year  1649,  for  '  propagating  the 
gofpel  in  Wales;  and  commiffioners  were  appointed  for  ejeft- 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  115.  , 
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ing  ignorant  and  fcandalous  minifters,  and  placing  others  in 
tlieir  room;  purfuant  to  which,  Mr.  Whitlocke  writes, §  4C  that 
44  by  this  time  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  good  preach- 
44  ers  in  the  thirteen  Welch  counties,  molt  of  whom  preached 
44  three  or  four  times  a  week;  that  in  every  market-town 
44  there  was  placed  one,  and  in  moft  great  towns  two  fchool- 
44  mailers,  able,  learned,  and  univerfity  men;  that  the  tithes 
44  were  all  employed  to  the  ufes  direfted  by  aft  of  parlia- 
44  meat;  that  is,  to  the  maintenance  of  godly  minifters;  to 
44  the  payment  of  taxes  and  officer's;  to  fchool-maflers;  and 
44  the  fifths  to  the  wives  and  children  of  the  ejefted  clergy:” 
Of  which  we  ihall  meet  with  a  more  particular  relation  in  its 
proper  place. 

The  commonwealth  was  now  very  powerful,  and  the  na¬ 
tion  in  as  flour iihing  a  condition  (fays  Mr.  Rapin *)  as  under 
queen  Elizabeth .  The  form  of  government  indeed  was  al¬ 
tered  contrary  to  law,  and  without  confent  of  the  people, 
the  majority  of  whom  were  difaffefted,  preferring  a  mixed 
monarchy  to  an  abfolute  commonwealth;  but  the  admini- 
ftration  was  in  the  hands  of  the  ableft  men  England  had 
beheld  for  many  years;  all  their  enemies  were  in  a  manner 
fubdued,  and  the  two  kingdoms  incorporated  into  one  com¬ 
monwealth:  but  ftill  there  were -two  things  that  gave  them 
uneafinefs;  one  was  the  growing  power  of  the  army,  who 
were  now  at  leifure,  and  expefted  rewards  fuitable  to  their 
fuccefles;  the  other,  the  neceffity  they  were  under  to  diffolve 

themfelves  in  a  little  time,  and  put  the  power  into  other 
hands. 

With  regard  to  the  army,  it  was  refolved  to  reduce  the 
land  forces,  and  augment  the  fleet  with  them,  in  order  to 
fecure  the  nation  againil  the  Dutch;  for  the  parliament  ha¬ 
ving  a  defire  to  llrengthen  their  hands,  by  uniting  with  the 
commonwealth  of  Holland,  fent  over  Oliver  St.  John,  and 
Sir  Walter  Strickland \  with  propofals  for  this  purpofe;  but 
the  Dutch  treated  them  withnegieft,jj  as  their  younger  fifier, 

which 

§  Memoirs,  p.  518.  *  Vol.  ii.  p.  586,  folio  edition. 

.  11  Grey>  evidently  with  a  view  to  controvert  Mr.  Neal's  reprefen  ta- 
tion,  as  well  as  from  prejudice  againft  thefe  ambailadors  and  the  power  from 
whom  they  received  their  coixhmffibn,  fays,  «  the  ftates  of  Holland  treated 

then?. 
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which  the  parliament  relenting,  demanded  fatisfaftion  for  the 
damages  the  Englifli  had  fuftained  at  Amboyna,  and  other 
paits  of  the  Eaft-Indies;  and  to  cramp  them  in  their  trade, 
palled  the  famous  aft  of  navigation,  prohibiting  the  importing 
goods  of  foreign  growth  in  any  but  Englijh  bottoms ;  or  fitch  as 
were  of  the  country  from  whence  they  came .  Upon  this  the 
Dutch  lent  over  ambafladors,  defiring  a  claufe  of  exception 
for  themfelves,  who  were  the  carriers  of  Europe;  but  the 
parliament  in  their  turn  treated  them  coldly,  and  put  them  in 
mind  of  the  murder  of  their  envoy  Dr.  Doriflaus,  Both 
commonwealths  being  dilfatisfied  with  each  other,  prepared 
for  war;  and  Van  Trump  the  Dutch  admiral,  with  a  convoy 
of  merchant-men,  meeting  admiral  Blake  in  the  channel, 
and  refilling  him  the  flag,  an  engagement  enfued  May  17, 
which  continued  four  hours  till  the  night  parted  them.  The 
Dutch  excufed  the  accioent,  as  done  without  their  know¬ 
ledge;  but  the  parliament  was  fo  enraged,  that  they  refolved 
to  humble  them.  In  thefe  circumftances  it  was  thought  rea¬ 
sonable  to  augment  the  fleet  out  of  the  land  forces,  who  had 

nothing  to  do,  and  would  in  a  little  time  be  a  burthen  to  the 
nation. 

Cromwell,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  army,  quickly 
difeovered  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  muft  be  his  ruin, 
by  difarming  him  of  his  power,  and  reducing  him  from  a 
great  general  to  the  condition  of  a  private  gentleman.  Be¬ 
sides,  Mr.  Rapin  obferves,  that  he  had  fecret  information  of 
a  confpiracy  againft  his  life;  and  without  all  queftion,  if  the 
army  had  not  agreed  to  Hand  by  their  general,  his  ruin  had 
been  unavoidable;  the  officers  therefore  determined  to  com¬ 
bine  together,  and  not  fuffer  their  men  to  be  diflbanded  or 


them  with  much  more  regard  and  civility  than  was  due  to  them:”  and  gives, 
as  proofs  of  this,  two  of  their  own  letters,  in  his  Appendix,  No.  50,  and  51. 
But  all  which  thefe  letters  prove  is,  that  the  firft  reception  given  to  thefe 
gentlemen  was  both  refpe&ful  and  pompous.  Mr.  AW  is  to  be  underhand 
of  the  attention  paid  to  their  propofals:  vyith  refpeft  to  which  the  condudl* 
of  the  Dutch  was  cold  and  evafive.  And' even  the  perfons  of  the  ambaffa- 
dors  did  not  efcape  infults,  which  the  Hates  did  not  properly  refent.  Mr. 
Strickland's  life  was  threatened.  A  plot  was  formed  to  affaffinate  Mr.  St. 
John :  and  an  affront  was  offered  to  him  by  prince  Ed<ward>  one  of  the  pa¬ 
latinate,  as  he  was  paffmg  the  ttreets.  Mrs.  Macaulay’s  Hiftory,  vol.  v.  p. 
83,  4,  note,  and  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  4to.  1771,  p.  148.  Ed. 
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fent  to  fea,  till  the  arrears  of  the  whole  army  were  paid; 
for  this  purpofe  they  prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe,  which 
they  refented,  and  inftead  of  giving  them  foft  language,  and 
encouragement  to  hope  for  fome  fuitable  rewards  for  their 
part  fervices,  ordered  them  to  be  reprimanded,  for  prefuming 
to  meddle  in  affairs  of  (late  that  did  not  belong  to  them.  Bait 
the  officers  proving  as  refolute  as  their  matters,  inftead  of 
fubmitting,  prefented  another  petition,  in  which,  having 
juftified  their  behaviour,  they  boldly  ftrike  at  the  parliament's 
continuance ,  and  put  them  in  mind  how  many  years  they  had 
fat;  that  they  had  engroffed  all  preferments  and  places  of 
profit  to  themfelves  and  their  friends;  that  it  was  a  manifeft 
injury  to  The  gentlemen  of  the  nation,  to  be  excluded  the 
fervice  of  their  country,  and  an  invafion  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  of  frequent  choofing 
new  reprefentati  ves ;  they  therefore  inlitt  upon  their  fettling 
a  new  council  of  ftate  for  the  adminiftration  of  publick  af¬ 
fairs;  and  upon  their  fixing  a  peremptory  day  for  the  choice 
of  a  new  parliament. 

This  was  a  new  and  delicate  crifis;  the  civil  and  military 
powers  being  engaged  againft  each  other,  and  refolved  to 
maintain  their  refpeftive  pretenfions:  If  Cromwell ,  with  the 
fword  in  his  hand,  had  fecured  the  election  of  a  free  repre¬ 
fentati  ve  of  the  people,  and  left  the  fettlement  of  the  nation 
to  them,  all  men  would  have  honoured  and  bleffed  him,  for 
the  people  were  certainly  weary  of  the  parliament.  But  when 
the  officers  had  deftroyed  this  form  of  government,  they  were 
not  agreed  what  to  eftablifh,  whether  a  monarchy ,  or  a  new 
republick ;  the  general,  being  for  a  mixed  monarchy,  had  no 
doubt,  fome  ambitious  views  to  himfelf,  and  therefore  called 
together  fome  feleft  friends  of  feveral  profeffions  to  advife  on 
the  affair,  when  Sir  Tho .  Widdrington ,  lord  chief  juftice  57. 
John^  and  the  reft  of  the  lawyers,  declared  for  monarchy, 
as  moft  agreeable  to  the  old  conftitution,  and  propofed  the 
duke  of  Gloucejler  for  king;  but  the  officers  of  the  army 
then  prefent  declared  for  a  republick.  Cromwell  himfelf, 
after  much  hefitation,  gave  his  opinion  for  fomething  of  a 
monarchical  power,  as  moft  agreeable  to  the  genius  of  the 
Englifh,  if  it  might  be  accomplished  with  fafety  to  their  rights 
and  privileges  as  Englifhmen  and  chriftians. 

vol.  iv.  f  Some 
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Some  time  after  Cromwell  defired  Mr.  Whitlocke' s  opinion 
upon  the  prefent  iituation  of  affairs:  “  My  lord,  ( fays  he')  it 

tt  I!  t'me1t0  confider  of  our  prefent  danger,  that  we  may  not 
be  broken  in  pieces  by  our  particular  quarrels  after  we 
have  gained  an  entire  conqueft  over  the  enemy.”  Whit¬ 
locke  replied,  “  that  all  their  danger  was  from  the  army,  who 
w.  re  men  of  emulation,  and  had  now  nothing  to  do.” 
Cromwell  anfwered,  “  that  the  officers  thought  themfelves 
not  rewarded  according  to  their  deferts;  that  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  engroffed  all  places  of  honour  and  truft  among 
them. elves;  that  they  delayed  the  publick  bufmefs,  and 
defigned to  perpetuate  themfelves;  that  the  officers  thought 
c  it  impoffible  to  keep  them  within  the  bounds  of  iuftice, 
law,  01  leafon,  unlefs  there  was  fome  authority  or  power 
“  1°  which  they  might  be  accountable.”  Whitlocke  faid, 
^  he  believed  the  parliament  were  honed  men,  and  defigned 
the  publick  good,  though  fome  particular  perfons  might  be 
to  blame,  but  that  it  was  abfurd  for  the  officers  who  were 
private  men,  and  had  received  their  commilfions  from  the 
parliament,  to  pretend  to  controul  them.5’  “  But,  fays 
Cromwell ,  what  if  a  man  fhould  take  upon  him  to  be 
“  king?”  Whitlocke  anfwered,  that  the  remedy  was  worfe 
than  the  difeaie ;  and  that  the  general  had  already  all  the 
power  of  a  king  without  the  envy,  danger,  and  pomp  of 
the  title.  But,  fays  he,  the  title  of  king  would  make 
all  acts  done  by  him  legal ;  it  would  indemnify  thofe  that 
fhould  a£t  under  him  at  all  events,  and  be  of  advantage  to 
cuib  the  infolence  of  thofe  whom  the  prefent  powers  could, 
not  controul.”  Whitlocke  agreed  to  the  general’s  reafons, 
but  defired  him  to  confider,  cc  Whether  the  title  of  king 
would  not  lofe  him  his  bed  friends  in  the  army,  as  well 
as  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  for  fettling  a  free  common- 
C6  wealth;  but  if  we  muff  have  a  king,  (fays  he)  the  quedion 
“  wall  be,  whether  it  (hall  be  Cromwell  or  Stuart?” f  The 
general  aiking  his  opinion  upon  this,  Whitlocke  propofed  a 
private  treaty  with  the  king  of  Scots,  with  whom  he  might 
make  his  own  terms,  a;  d  raife  his  family  to  what  pitch  of 
greatnefs  he  pleafed;  but  Crotnzvell  was  fo  apprehenfive  of 
the  danger  of  this  propolal,  that  he  broke  off  the  converfa- 

f  Whitlocke,  p.  523,  Sec, 
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tion  with  fome  marks  of  diflatisfaftion,  and  never  made  ufe 
of  Wbitlocke  with  confidence  afterwards. 

Thus  things  remained \  throughout  the  whole  winter;  the 
army  having  little  to  do  after  the  battle  of  Worcefter  drew 
near  to  London,  but  there  was  no  treaty  of  accommodation 
between  them  and  the  parliament;  one  would  not  difband 
without  their  full  pay;  nor  the  other  diffblve  by  the  direftion 
of  their  own  fervants,  but  voted  the  expedience  of  filling  up 
their  numbers,  and  that  it  Ihould  be  high  treafon  to  petition 
for  their  diflolution.  When  th c general  heard  this,  he  called 
a  council  of  officers  to  Whitehall,  who  all  agreed  that  it 
was  not  Jit  the  parliament  Jhould  continue  any  longer .  This 
was  publiflied  in  hopes  of  frightening  the  houle  to  make 
fome  advances  towards  a  diflolution;  but  when  colonel  In- 
goldjhy  informed  the  general  next  morning,  that  they  were 
concluding  upon  an  aft  to  prolong  the  feflion  for  another 
year,  he  rofe  up  in  a  heat,  and  with  afmall  retinue  of  officers 
and  foldiers  marched  to  the  parliament-houfe  April  20,  and 
having  .placed  his  men  without  doors,  went  into  the  houfe, 
and  heard  the  debates.  After  fome  time  he  beckoned  to 
colonel  Harr  if  on,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  and  told 
him  in  his  ear,  that  he  thought  the  parliament  was  ripe  for 
diflolution,  and  that  this  wTas  the  time  for  doing  it.  Harri - 
fon  replied,  that  the  work  was  dangerous,  and  defired  him 
to  think  better  of  it.  Upon  this  he  fat  down  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  then  laid,  this  is  the  time ,  I  muji  do  it ;  and 
riling  up  in  his  place,  he  told  the  houfe,  that  he  was  come 
to  put  an  end  to  their  powrer,  of  which  they  had  made  fo 
ill  an  ufe;  that  fome  of  them  were  whore-mafters,  looking 
towards  Harry  Martin  and  Sir  Peter  Wentworth ;  others  were 


t  Here  may  be  inferted,  from  Wbitlocke,  two  anecdotes,1  which  afford  a 
pleafing  fpecimen  of  the  temper  of  the  quake rs  under  ill-treatment.  Feb.  3, 
*653,  they  were  affaulted  and  beaten  by  fome  people  in  the  north.  Feb. 
4.3,  1654,  a  fnnilar  outrage  was  offered  to  others  of  them,  at  Hafington  in 
Northumberland,  for  fpeaking  to  the  minifters  on  the  fabbath-day:  fo  that 
one  or  two  of  them  were  almoft  killed.  The  quakers  fell  on  their  knees 
and  prayed  to  God  to  forgive  the  people,  as  thofe  who  knew  not  what  they 
did;  and  remonftrated  with  them  fo  as  to  convince  them  of  the  evil  of  their 
condud,  on  which  they  ceafed  from  their  violence,  and  began  to  reproach  each 
other  with  being  the  occafions  of  it :  and.  in  the  lafl  inftance,  beat  ope  ano¬ 
ther  more  than  they  had  before  the  quakers .  Memorials,  p.  564,  599.  Ed. 
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drunkards,  and  fome  corrupt  and  unjuft  men,  who  had  not 
at  heart  the  pubiick  good,  but  were  only  for  perpetuating 
their  own  power.  Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  they  had 
fat  long  enough,  and  therefore  defined  them  to  retire  and  o-c> 
away.  \Vhen  fome  of  the  members  began  to  reply,  he  ftept 
into  the  middle  of  thehoufe,  and  faid.  Come ,  come^  I  will  put 
an  end  to  your  prating ;  you  are  710  parliament ;  / fay  you  are 
no  parliament ;  and  damping  with  his  foot,  a  file  of  mufque- 
teeis  entered  the  houle;  one  of  whom  he  commanded  to 
take  away  that  foods  bauble  the  mace.  And  major  Harrifon 
taking  the  fpeaker  by  the  arm,  conduced  him  out  of  the 
chair.  Cromwell  then  feizing  upon  their  papers  oblined  them 
to  walk  out  of  the  houfe;  and  having  caufed  the  "doors  to 
be  locked  upon  them,  returned  to  Whitehall. 

In  the  *  afid  noon  the  general  went  to  the  council  of  flute , 
attended  by  major-general  Lambert  and  Harrifon ,  and  as  he 
entered  the  room,  faid,  Gentlemen,  if  you  are  met  here  as 
“  private  perfons  you  fliall  not  be  difturbed,  but  if  as  a  coun- 
“  °f  this  is  no  place  for  you;  and  fince  you  cannot 
ic  but  know  what  was  done  in  the  morning,  fo  take  notice 
“  the  parliament  is  diffolved.”  Serjeant  Bradfmw  replied, 
Sir,  we  have  heard  what  you  did  in  the  morning,  but  you 
“  are  miftaken  to  think  the  parliament  is  diffolved,  for  no 
power  can  diffolve  them  but  themfelves;  therefore  take 
you  notice  of  that.”  But  the  general  not  being  terrified 
with  big  words,  the  council  thought  it  their  wifeft  way  to 
rife  up  and  go  home.  o 

Thus  ended  the  commonwealth  of  England,  after  it  had 
continued  four  years,  two  months,  and  twenty  days,  which, 
though  no  better  than  an  ufurpaiion ,  had  raifed  the  credit  of 
the  nation  to  a  very  high  pitch  of  glory  and  renown;  and 
with  the  commonwealth  ended  the  remains  of  the  long  par¬ 
liament  for  the  prefent ;  an  aflembly  famous  throughout  all 
the  world  for  its  undertakings,  actions,  and  fucceffes:*  «  the 

“  afts 

*  Mrs.  Macaulay ,  after  quoting  the  high  eulogiums  made  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  parliament,  adds,  “  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  to  them  is 
“  dueihe  fmgular  praife  of  having  purfued  the  true  intereft  of  their  country 
in  attending  particularly  to  its  maritime  ftrength,  and  carrying  on  its 
**  foreign  wars  by  its  naval  power.  This  example,  which  raifed  England 
*c  to  fo  great  an  height  of  glory  and  prosperity,  has  never  yet  been  followed, 

“  and 
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cc  aCts  of  this  parliament  (fays  Mr.  Coke #)  will  hardly  find  be- 
“  lief  in  future  ages;  and  to  fay  the  truth,  they  were  a  race 
«  of  men  moft  indefatigable  and  induftrious  in  bufinefs,  al- 
u  ways  feeking  men  fit  for  it,  and  never  preferring  any  for 
(C  favour  or  importunity:  you  hardly  ever  heard  of  any  revolt 
cc  from  them;  no  foldiers  or  feamen  being  1  ver  preffed.  And 
“  as  they  excelled  in  civil  affairs,  fo  it  muff  be  confeffed,  they 
u  exercifed  in  matters  ecclefiaftical  no  fuch  feverities  as  others 
“  before  them  did  upon  fuch  as  diffented  from  them.” 

But  their  foundation  was  bad,  and  many  of  their  actions 
highly  criminal ;  they  were  a  packed  alfembly,  many  of  their 
members  being  excluded  by  force,  before  they  could  be  fe- 
cure  of  a  vote  to  put  the  late  king  to  death — they  fubverted 
the  conftitution,  by  fetting  up  themfelves,  and  continuing 
their  feffions  after  his  majefty’s  demife — by  erecting  high 
courts  of  juftice  of  their  own  nomination  for  capital  offences 
— by  raifing  taxes,  and  doing  all  other  a£ts  of  fovereignty 
without  confent  of  the  people;  all  which  they  defigned  to 
perpetuate  among  themfelves,  without  being  accountable  to 
any  fuperior,  or  giving  place  to  a  new  body  of  reprefentatives. 
If  then  it  be  enquired,  what  right  or  authority  general  Croni • 
well  and  his  officers  had  to  offer  violence  to  this  parliament, 
it  may  be  replied,  1.  The  right  of  felf-prefervation,  the  ruin 
of  one  or  the  other  being  unavoidable.  2.  The  right  that 
every  Englifhman  has  to  put  an  end  to  an  ufurpation  when 
it  is  in  his  power,  provided  he  can  fubftitute  fomething  better 
in  its  room;  and  if  Cromwell  could  by  this  method  have  re- 
ftored  the  conftitution,  and  referred  the  fettlement  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  a  free  and  full  reprefentative  of  the  people,  no 
wife  man  would  have  blamed  him.  It  was  not  therefore  his 
turning  out  the  old  parliament  that  was  criminal,  but  his  not 
fummoning  a  new  one,  by  a  fair  and  free  eleftion  of  the 
people;  and  yet  Mr.  Rapin\  is  of  opinion,  that  even  this  was 

and  in  all  probability  never  will,  by  the  fucceeaing  monarchs.  The  aim 
of  princes  is  to  make  conquells  on  their  fubje&s,  not  to  enlarge  the  em- 
“  pire  of  a  free  people.  A  Handing  army  is  a  never-failing  inftrument  of 
“  domeftick  triumph;  and  it  is  very  doubtful,  whether  a  naval  force  could  be 
te  rendered  ufeful  in  any  capacity  but  that  of  extending  the  power  and  prcf- 
perky  of  the  country.”  Hill,  of  England,  vol.  v.  p.  106,  note,  Bvo.  Ed. 

*  Detect,  p.  363.  f  VqL  in  p.  2 89,  folio  edition. 
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impracticable,  there  being  three  oppofite  interefts  in  the  na¬ 
tion;  the  republicans ,  who  were  for  an  abfolute  common¬ 
wealth;  the  prejhyterians,  who  were  for  reftoring  thin  o  s  to 
tne  condition  they  were  in,  in  1 648 ;  and  the  cavaliers,  who 
were  for  fetting  the  king  upon  the  throne,  as  before  the  civil 
wars ;  it  was  by  no  means  poffible  (fays  he*)  to  reconcile  the 
three  parties,  and  if  they  had  been  let  loofe  they  would  have 
deftroyed  each  other,  and  thrown  the  whole  nation  into  blood 
and  coniufion;  nothing  therefore  but  giving  a  forcible  fupe- 
rioi  itv  to  one,  was  capable  to  hold  the  other  two  in  fubjeCtion. 
a  he  king  was  no  way  interefted  in  the  change,  for  it  was 
not  Charles  Stuart ,  but  a  republican  usurpation  that  was  dif- 
poftcllea  of  the  fupreme  power.  If  the  general  had  failed 
in  his  deficrn,  and  loft  his  life  in  the  attempt,  the  king  would 
have  received  no  manner  of  advantage,  for  the  nation  was 
by  no  means  difpofed  to  reflore  him  at  this  time.  Suppofmg 
then  it  was  not  practicable  to  choofe  a  free  parliament,  nor 
fit  to  let  the  old  one  perpetuate  themfelves,  Oliver  Cromwell 
had  no  other  choice,  but  to  abandon  the  ftate,  or  to  take  the 
adminiftration  upon  himfelf;  or  put  it  into  the  hands  of  fome 
other  peri  on  who  had  no  better  title.  How  far  private  am¬ 
bition  took  place  of  the  publick  good  in  the  choice,  mull  be 
left  to  the  judgment  of  every  reader;  but  if  it  was  neceffary 
that  there  fhould  be  a  fupreme  authority,  capable  of  enforcing 
obedience,  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  general  Cromwell 
was  more  capable  of  governing  the  ftate  in  fuch  a  florm, 
than  any  man  then  living.  No  objection  can  be  railed  againft: 
him,  which  might  not  with  more  juftice  have  been  urged 
againft  any  other  Angle  perfon,  or  body  of  men  in  the  nation, 
except  the  right  heir.  However,  all  the  three  parties  of 
cavaliers ,  prejhyterians,  and  republicans,  were  difpleafed  with 
his  conduct,  loaded  him  with  inveCtives,  and  formed  con- 
fpiracies  againft  his  perfon,  though  they  could  never  agree 
in  any  other  fcheme,  which  in  the  prefent  crifis  was  more 
practicable. 

The  parliament  being  thus  violently  difperfed,  the  fove- 
reign  power  devolved  on  the  council  of  officers,  of  which 
Cromwell  was  head,  who  publilhed  a  declaration,  juftifying 
his  diftblution  of  the  late  parliament,  and  promifmg  to  put 

*  Rapin,  p.  149. 
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the  adminiftration  into  the  hands  of  perfons  of  approved 
fidelity  and  honefty,  and  leave  them  to  form  it  into  what 
fliape  they  pleafed.  Accordingly,  April  30,  another  declara¬ 
tion  was  pubiifhed,  figned  by  Oliver  Cromwell ,  and  thirty  of 
his  officers,  nominating  a  new  council  of  ftate  to  take  care 
of  the  government,  till  a  new  reprefentative  body  of  men 
could  be  called  together;  and  June  8,  the  general,  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  fent  the  following  fummons  to  one 
hundred  and  forty  feleft  perfons,  out  of  the  feveral  counties 
of  England,  to  meet  at  Weftminfter,  in  order  to  fettle  the 
nation:  “  I  Oliver  Cromwell,  captain-gene, ral,  &c.  do  hereby 

“  fummon  >  and  require  you - being  one  of  the  perfons  110- 

tc  minated  by  myfelf,  with  the  advice  of  my  council,  perfon- 
“  ally  to  appear  at  the  council-chamber  at  Whitehall,  upon 
“  the  fourth  of  July  next  enfuing  the  date  hereof,  to  take 
(C  upon  you  the  truft  of  the  affairs  of  the  commonwealth ; 
cc  to  which  you  are  hereby  called  and  appointed  to  ferve  as 

<c  a  member  for  the  county  of - 3  and  hereof  you  are  not 

u  to  fail.  Given  under  my  hand  this  8th  of  June  1653. 

O.  Cromwell. ” 

Thefe  were  high  afts  of  fovereignty,  and  not  to  be  juftified 
but  upon  the  fuppofition  of  extreme  necejfity .  The  diffolu- 
tion  of  the  long-parliament  was  an  aft  of  violence,  but  not 
unacceptable  to  the  people,  as  appeared  by  the  numerous 
addreffes  from  the  army,  the  fleet,  and  other  places,  approv¬ 
ing  the  general’s  conduft  and  promiflng  to  (land  by  him  and 
his  council  in  their  proceedings;  but  then  for  the  general 
himfelf,  and  thirty  officers,  to  chufe  reprefentatives  for  the 
whole  nation,  without  interefting  any  of  the  counties  or  cor¬ 
porations  of  England  in  the  choice,  would  have  deferved  the 
highefl:  cenfure  under  any  other  circumftances. 

About  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  new  reprefentatives 
appeared  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  when  the  general , 
after  a  fhort  fpeech,  delivered  them  an  injlrument  in  parch¬ 
ment  under  his  hand  and  feal,  refigning  into  their  hands,  or 
the  hands  of  any  forty  of  them,  the  fupreme  authority  and 
government  of  the  commonwealth,  limiting  the  time  of  their 
continuance  to  November  3,  1654,  and  empowering  them, 
three  months  before  their  diffolution,  to  make  choice  of  others 

to 
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to  fucceed  them  for  a  year,  and  they  to  provide  for  a  future 
lucceiiion.  It  was  much  wondered,  fays  Whitlocke J  that  thefe 
gentlemen,  many  of  whom  were  perfons  of  fortune  and 
ekate,*  Ihould  accept  of  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  nation, 
upon  Inch  a  fummons,  and  from  fuch  hands.  Moft  of  them 
were  men  ol  piety,  but  no  great  politicians,  and  were  there¬ 
fore  m  contempt  called  fometimes  the  little  parliament-,  and 
by  others,  Barebone’ s  parliament,  from  a  leatherfeller  of  that 
name, j  who  was  one  of  the  moft  active  members.  When  the 

general 

||  Memoirs,  p.  534. 

*  Dr .  Grey  ,  after  Lord  Clarendon  and  others,  and  Mr.  Hume  fince  them, 
have  fpoken  in  fevere  and  contemptuous  terms  of  this  affembly  and  their 
proceedings.  “  The  major  part  of  them,”  fays  his  lordftiip,  “  confided 
“  ,  interior  perfons,  ot  no  quality  or  name,  artificers  of  the  meaneft  name, 
“  known  omy  by  their  gifts  in  praying  and  preaching.”  But  many  of 
Cromwed  s  after  counfellors,  many  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  were 
m  this  aflembiy.  They  were  treated  as  the  fupreme  authority  of  the  nation 
by  iovereign  princes,  and  had  the  moft  humble  applications  made  to  them  bv 
the  chief  cavaliers,  as  by  the  Earls  of  Worcefier ,  Derby,  and  Shre^wfbury 
-i^ord  Mansfield  and  the  Countefs  of  Derby ;  and  they  were,  during  their 
Jhoit  feldon,  employed  aoout  points  of  the  higheft  national  concernment ; 
iuen  as,  abolishing  the  court  of  chancery  on  account  of  its  expenfivenefs  and 
delays,  the  forming  a  new  body  of  the  law,  the  union  of  Scotland  with  Eno-. 
land\  regulation  of  marriages,  and  the  inveding  the  folemnization  and 
cognizance  or  them  in  the  civil  magidrate,  with  other  matters  of  moment, 
Harris’s  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  335—337.  En.  * 

f  There  were  three  brothers  of  this  family,  each  of  whom  had  a  lentence, 
for  his  name,  viz.  “  Praife  God  Barebone;  Chrid  came  into  the  world  tc> 

“  lave  Barebone;  and,  if  Chrid  had  not  died  thou  had’d  been  damned 
“  Barebone.”  In  this  dyle  were  the  chridian  names  of  very  many  perfons 
formed  in  the  times  of  the  civil  w  ars.  It  was  faid,  that  the  genealogy  of 
our  Saviour  might  he  learnt  from  the  names  in  Cromivell1  s  regiments;  and 
that  the  muder-mader  ufed  no  other  lid  than  the  drd  chapter  of" Matthew* 

A  jury  was  returned  in  the  county  of  Sulfex  of  the  following  names  : 

Accepted ,  T revor  of  Norfham. 

Redeemed,  Compton  of  Battle. 

Faint  not,  Hewet  of  Heathfield. 

Make  peace,  Eleaton  of  HareJ 
God-re-ward,  Smart  of  Fivehurd 
Stand  fiafi  o?i  High,  Stringer 
Crowhurd. 

Farth,  Adams  of  Warbleton. 

Called ,  Lower  of  Warbleton. 
f  Kill  Sin,  Pimple  of  Witham. 


of 


Return,  Spelman  of  Wading. 

Be  Faithful,  Joyner  of  Ending. 
Fly  Debate,  Pvobert  of  Ending. 
Fight  the  good  Fight  ofi  Faith > 
White  of  Emer. 

More  Fruit,  Fowler  of  Ead-Hadley*. 
Hope  fior.  Bending  of  ditto. 
Graceful,  Harding  of  Lewes. 

Weep  not,  Billings,  ditto. 

Meek,  Brewer  of  Okeharn. 
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general  was  withdrawn,  they  chofe  Mr.  Roufe  an  aged  and 
venerable  man,  member  in  the  late  parliament  for  Truro  in 
Cornwall,  their  fpeaker,  and  then  voted  themfelves  the  par- 
'  liament  of  the  commonwealth  of  England.  Mr.  Baxter § 
places  them  in  a  contemptible  light,  and  fays,  “  they  intended 
«  to  ejeft  all  the  parifh  minifters,  and  to  encourage  the  ga- 
«  thering  independant  churches;  that  they  call  out  all  the 
«  minifters  in  Wales,  which,  though  bad  enough  for  the 
“  moft  part,  were  yet  better  than  none,  or  the  few  itinerants 
«  they  fet  up  in  their  room;  and  that  they  attempted,  and 
“  had  almoft  accomplifhed  the  fame  in  England.”  But  no¬ 
thing  of  this  appears  among  their  afts.  When  the  city  of 
London  petitioned,  that  more  learned  and  approved  minifters 
might  be  fent  into  the  country  to  preach  the  gofpel;  that 
their  fettled  maintenance  by  law  might  be  confirmed;  and 
their  juft  properties  preferved;  and  that  the  univerfities 
might  be  zealoufly  countenanced  and  encouraged;  the  peti¬ 
tioners  had  the  thanks  of  that  houfe;  and  the  committee 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  commiffioners  fhould  be  fent 
into  the  feveral  counties,  who  fhould  have  power  to  eject 
fcandalous  and  infufficient  minifters,  and  to  fettle  others  in 
their  room.  They  were  to  appoint  preaching  in  ail  vacant 
places,  that  none  might  live  above  three  miles  from  a  place 
of  worfhip.  That  fuch  as  were  approved  for  publick  mi¬ 
nifters  fhould  enjoy  the  maintenance  provided  by  the  laws; 
and  that  if  any  fcrupled  the  payment  of  tithes,  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  juftices  of  peace  fhould  fettle  the  value,  which  the 
owner  of  the  land  fhould  be  obliged  to  pay;  but  as  for  the 
tithes  themfelves  they  were  of  opinion,  that  the  incumbents 
and  impropriators  had  a  right  in  them,  and  therefore  they 
could  not  be  taken  away  till  they  were  fatisfied. 

July  23,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee,  to  confider  of  a 
repeal  of  fuch  laws  as  hindered  the  progrefs  of  the  gofpel ; 
that  is,  (fays  bifhop  Rennet')  to  take  away  the  few  remaining 


Granger’s  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  68,  3vo.  note,  and  Dr.  Grey,  p. 
286,  7,  note.  Mr.  Hume  has  alfo  given  this  lift  of  the  Suftex  jury.  But 
the  ridicule,  which  falls  on  this  mode  of  naming  children,  belongs  not  to 
thefe  times  only:  for  the  pra&ice  was" in  ufe  long  before.  Harris’s  Life  of 
Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  342,  the  note.  Ed. 
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rules  of  decency  and  order;  or,  in  other  language,  the  penal 
laws.  This  was  done  at  the  inftance  of  the  independants, 
who  petitioned  for  protection  againft  the  prefbyteries;  upon 
which  it  was  voted,  that  a  declaration  fhould  be  publilhed 
for  giving  proper  liberty  to  all  that  feared  God;  and  for 
pieventing  their  impofing  hardships  on  one  another. 

Mr.  Eachard ,  and  others  of  his  principles,  write,  that  this 
parliament  had  under  deliberation  the  taking  away  the  old 
Englifh  lav,s,  as  badges  of  the  Norman  conqueft,  and  fubfti- 
tutmg  the  Mofaick  laws  of  government  in  their  place;  and 
mat  all  fchools  of  learning,  and  titles  of  honour,  fhould  be 
extinguifhed,  as  not  agreeing  with  the  chriftian  limplicity. 

ut  no  fuch  pj  opofals  were  made  to  the  houfe,  and  therefore 
it  is  unjuft  to  lay  them  to  their  charge. 

i  he  folemnizing  of  matrimony  had  hitherto  been  engroffed 
by  the  clergy;  but  this  convention  confidered  it  a  civil  con- 
udift,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  juftices  of  peace,  by  an 
ordinance,  which  enacts,  LC  that  after  the  2pth  of  September, 

perfons  who  fliall  agree  to  be  married  within 
“  Ae  commonwealth  of  England,  fliall  deliver  in  their  names 
and  places  of  abode,  with  the  names  of  their  parents, 
guardians,  and  overieers,  to  the  regifter  of  the  parifh 
t\here  each  paity  lives,  who  fliall  pubhfli  the  bans  in  the 
<£  church  or  chapel  three  feveral  Lord’s  days,  after  the 
“  morning  fervice;  or  elfe  in  the  market-place  three  feveral 
“  weeks  fucceffively,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  two, 

“  on  a  market-day  if  the  party  defire  it.  The  regifter  fhall 
“  make  out  a  certificate  of  the  due  performance  of  one  or 
the  other,  at  the  requeft  of  the  parties  concerned,  without 
“  which  they  fhall  not  proceed  to  marriage. 

“  h  is  further  enafted,  that  all  perfons  intending  to  marry 
“  fhall  come  before  fome  juftice  of  peace  within  the  county, 

“  city,  or  town  corporate,  where  publication  has  been  made; 

“  as  aforefaid,  with  their  certificate,  and  with  fufficient  proof 
“  of  the  confent  of  the  parents,  if  either  party  be  under  age, 

“  and  then  tne  marriage  fhall  proceed  in  this  manner : 

“  The  man  to  be  married  fliall  take  the  woman  by  the 
“  hand,  and  diftinctly  pronounce  thefe  words,  I  A.  B.  do 
“  here  in  the  prefence  of  God,  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts, 

“  tahe  thee  C.  D.  for  my  wedded  wife;  and  do  alfo,  in  the 

'  -  “  prefence 
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44  prefence  of  God,  and  before  thefe  witnelfes,  promife  to 
44  be  to  thee  a  loving  and  faithful  hufband. 

44  Then  the  woman  taking  the  man  by  the  hand,  ftiall 
44  plainly  and  diftin&Iy  pronounce  thefe  words,  I  C.  D.  do 
44  here  in  the  prefence  of  God,  the  fearcher  of  all  hearts, 
44  take  thee  A .  B .  for  my  wedded  hufband;  -and  do  alfo  in 
44  the  prefence  of  God,  and  before  thefe  witnelfes,  promife 
44  to  be  to  thee  a  loving,  faithful,  and  obedient  wife. 

44  After  this,  the  juftice  may  and  {hall  declare  the  faid 
44  man  and  woman  to  be  from  henceforth  hufband  and  wife; 
44  and  from  and  after  fuch  confent  fo  expreffed,'  and  fuch  de- 
44  claration  made  of  the  fame,  (as  to  the  form  of  marriage)  it 
44  {hall  be  good  and  effectual  in  law;  and  no  other  marriage 
44  whatfoever,  within  the  commonwealth  of  England,  after 
44  the  29th  of  Sept.  1653,  {hall  be  held  or  accounted  a  mar- 
44  riage,  according  to  the  law  of  England.” 

This  ordinance  was  confirmed  by  the  prote&or’s  parlia¬ 
ment  in  the  year  1656,  except  the  claufc,  that  no  other  mar¬ 
riage  whatfoever  within  the  commonwealth  of  England  /ball 
be  held ,  or  accounted  a  legal  marriage ;  and  it  was  wifely  done 
of  the  parliament  at  the  reftoration,  to  confirm  thefe  mar¬ 
riages,  in  order  to  prevent  illegitimacy,  and  vexatious  Iaw- 
fuits  in  future  times.  But  the  a£ts  of  this  convention  were 
of  little  fignificance,  for  when  they  found  the  affairs  of  the 
nation  too  intricate,  and  the  feveral  parties  too  ftubborn  to 
yield  to  their  ordinances,  they  wifely  religned,  and  furren- 
dered  back  their  fovereignty  into  the  fame  hands  that  gave 
it  them,  after  they  had  fat  five  months  and  twelve  days. 

The  general  and  his  officers  finding  themfelves  reinvefted 
with  the  fupreme  authority,  by  what  they  fancied  a  more 
parliamentary  delegation,  took  upon  them  to  ffrike  out  anew 
form  of  government,  a  little  tending  towards  monarchy,  con¬ 
tained  in  a  large  inftrument  of  forty-two  articles,  entitled, 
The  Government  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England ,  Scotland , 
and  Ireland .  It  appoints  the  government  to  be  in  a  fingle  per- 
fon; — that  the  fingle  perfcn  be  the  general  O.  Cromwell, 
whofe  (file  and  title  Ihould  be  his  highnefs ,  lord  protestor  of 
the  commonwealth  of  England ,  Scotland ,  and  Ireland ,.  and  of 
the  dominions  thereunto  belonging— that  the  lord  proteftor 
ihould  have  a  council,  confiding  of  no  more  than  twenty-one 

perfons, 
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perfons,  nor  lefs  than  thirteen,  to  affift  him  in  the  admin  i- 
ftration.  A  parliament  was  to  be  chofen  out  of  the  three 
kingdoms  every  three  years  at  longed,  and  not  to  be  diffolved 
without  their  confent  in  lefs  than  five  months.  It  was  to 
confift  of  four  hundred  members  for  England  and  Wales ; 
thirty  for  Scotland,  and  thirty  for  Ireland;  whereof  fixty 
were  to  make  a  houfe.  The  counties  of  England  and  Wales 
were  to  choofe  two  hundred  thirty-nine;  the  other  elections 
to  be  diftributed  among  the  chief  cities  and  market  towns, 
without  regard  to  ancient  cudom.  The  county  of  Dorfet 
was  to  choofe  eleven  members;  Cornwall  eight;  Bedford- 
ihire  five;  the  feveral  ridings  of  Yorkfliire  fourteen;  Mid- 
dlefex  four ;  the  city  of  London  fix ;  Wedminder  two;  the 
whole  number  of  cities  and  boroughs  which  had  privilege 
of  ele&ion  were  one  hundred  and  ten,  and  the  number  of 

reprefentatives  to  be  chofen  by  them  one  hundred  and  fixty _ 

If  the  protestor  refufed  to  ifl'ue  out  writs,  the  commifiioners 
of  the  0teat  leal,  or  the  high  fheriff  of  the  county,  was  to 
do  it  under  pain  of  treafon — none  to  have  votes  but  fuch  as 
were  worth  two  hundred  pounds.  This  regulation,  being 
wifely  proportioned,  met  with  univerfal  approbation.  Lord 
Clarendon  lays,  it  was  fit  to  be  more  warrantably  made,  and 
in  a  better  time — all  the  great  officers  of  Hate,  as  chancellor, 
treafurer,  &c.  if  they  became  vacant  in  time  of  parliament, 
to  be  fupplied  with  their  approbation ;  and  in  the  intervals 
with  the  approbation  of  the  council — fuch  bills  as"  were  of¬ 
fered  to  the  protector  by  the  parliament,  if  not  figned  in 
twenty  days,  were  to  be  laws  without  him,  if  not  contrary 
to  this  inftrument. — In  the  prefent  crifis,  the  proteftor  and 
his  council  might  publilh  ordinances  which  fhould  have  force 
till  the  fird  feffions  of  parliament — the  protestor  was  to  have 
power  to  make  war  and  peace,  to  confer  titles  of  honour,  to 
pardon  all  crimes  except  treafon  and  murder;  the  militia  was 
intruded  with  him  and  his  council,  except  during  the  feffions 
of  parliament,  when  it  was  to  be  jointly  in  both.  In  fhort, 
the  prote&or  had  almoft  all  the  royalties  of  a  king-*-but  then 
the  proteftorfhip  was  to  be  elective,  and  no  prote&or  after 
the  prefent  to  be  general  of  the  army. 

The  articles  relating  to  religion  wrere  thefe: 


Art. 
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Art.  35.  “  That  the  Chriftian  religion  contained  in  the 
“  fcriptures  be  held  forth  and  recommended  as  the  publick 
*e  profeflion  of  thefe  nations,  and  that  as  foon  as  may  be,  a 
“  provifion  lefs  fubjeft  to  contention,  and  more  certain  than 
“  the  prefent  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  minifters ;  and 
that  till  fuch  provifion  be  made,  the  prefent  maintenance 
“  continue. 

Art.  36.  “  That  none  be  compelled  to  conform  to  the 
“  publick  religion  by  penalties  or  otherwife;  but  that  en- 
“  deavours  be  uled  to  win  them  by  found  doctrine,  and  the 
“  example  of  a  good  cor.verfation. 

Art.  37.  “  That  fuch  as  profefs  faith  in  God  by  Jefus 
“  Chrift,  though  differing  in  judgment  from  the  doctrine, 
“  worfhip,  or  difcipline,  publickly  held  forth,  {hall  not  be 
“  reftrained  from,  but  fhall  be  protected  in  the  profeffion  of 
“  their  faith,  andexercife  of  their  religion,  fo  as  they  abufe 
“  not  this  liberty  to  the  civil  injury  of  others,  and  to  the 
“  aftual  difturbance  of  the  publick  peace  on  their  parts;  pro- 
“  vided  this  liberty  be  not  extended  to  popery  or  prelacy, 
or  to  fuch  as  under  a  profeffion  of  Chrift  hold  forth  and 
“  praftife  licentioufnefs. 

Art  38.  “  That  all  laws,  ftatutes,  ordinances,  and  claufes 
cc  in  any  law,  ftatute  or  ordinance, *to  the  contrary  of  the 
“  aforefaid  liberty,  ffiall  be  efteemed  null  and  void.” 

The  protedor  was  inftalled  with  great  magnificence  Dec. 

1 6,  1653,  'n  the  court  of  chancery ,  by  order  of  the  council 
of  officers,  in  prefence  of  the  lord-mayor  and  aldermen  of 
London,  the  judges,  the  commiffioners  of  the  great  feal,  and 
other  great  officers,  who 'were  fummoned  to  attend  on  this 
occafion.  O.  Cromwell,  ftanding  uncovered  on  the  left 
hand  of  a  chair  of  ftate  fet  for  him,  firft  fubfcribed  the  in- 
ftrument  of  government  in  the  face  of  the  court,  and  then 
took  the  following  oath : 


_  “  WHEREAS  the  major  part  of  the  laft  parliament 
“  (judging  that  their  fitting  any  longer  as  then  conftituted, 
“  would  not  be  for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth)  did  diC- 
“  f°'vc  the  fame;  and  by  a  writing  under  their  hands,  dated 
“  the  1 2th  of  this  inftant  December,  refigned  to  me  their 
powers  and  authorities.  And  whereas  it  was  neceftary 

“  thereupon, 
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thereupon,  that  fome  fpeedy  courfe  fhould  be  taken  for  the 
fettlement  of  thefe  nations  upon  fuch  a  bafis  and  founda¬ 
tion,  as,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  might  be  lading,  fecurepro- 
perty,  and  anfwer  thofe  great  ends  of  religion  and  liberty, 
^  fo  long  contended  for  ;  and  upon  full  and  mature  confider- 
*c  at  ion  had  of  the  form  of  government  hereunto  annexed, 
bt mg  fatisfied  that  the  fame,  through  divine  affiftance,  may 
<c  anfwer  the  ends^  afore-mentioned.  And  having  alfo  been 
defired  and  advifed,  as  well  by  feveral  perfons  of  intereft 
and  fidelity  in  the  commonwealth,  as  the  officers  of  the 
aiiny,  to  take  upon  me  the  proteftion  and  government  of 
<c  thefe  nations  in  the  manner  expreffed  in  the  faid  form  of 
government,  I  have  accepted  thereof,  and  do  hereby  declare 
my  acceptance  accordingly;  and  do  promife,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  God,  that  I  will  not  violate,  or  infringe  the  matters 
and  things  contained  therein,  but  to  my  power  bbfbrye  the 
<c  fame,  and  caufe  them  to  be  obferved;  and  {hall  in  all  other 
things,  to  the  bell  of  my  underflanding,  govern  thefe  na- 
“  tions  according  to  the  laws,  ftatutes  and  cuftoms,  feeking 
their  peace,  and  caufing  juflice  and  law  to  be  equally  ad- 
tc  miniftered.” 

After  this  he  fat  do\Yn  in  the  chair  of  Jlate  covered,  and 
the  commiiiioners  delivered  him  the  great  feal,  and  the  lord- 
mayor  his  fword  and  cap  of  maintenance;  which  he  returned 
in  a  very  obliging  manner.  The  ceremony  being  over,  the 
foldiers,  with  a  fhout,  cried  out,  God  blcfs  the  lord  protestor 
of  the  commonwealth  of  England ,  Scotland ,  and  IrelancL  In 
their  return  to  Whitehall  the  lord-mayor  carried  the  fword 
before  his  highness  uncovered,  and  prefently  after  he  was 
proclaimed  in  the  city  of  London,  and  throughout  all  the 
Britifh  dominions. 

Thus  did  this  wonderful  man*  by  furprizing  management, 
fiipported  only  by  the  fword,  advance  himfelf  to  the  fupreme 
government  of  three  kingdoms  without  confent  of  parliament 
or  people.  His  birth  feemed  to  promife  nothing  of  this  kind; 
nor  does  it  appear  that  he  had  formed  the  project,  till  after 
the  battle  of  Worcefter,  when  he  apprehended  the  parliament 
liad  projecled  his  ruin  by  difbanding  the  army,  and  perpe¬ 
tuating  their  authority  among  themfelves:  which  of  the  two 
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ufurpations  was  molt  eligible  mud  be  left  with  the  reader; 
but  how  he  brought  the  officers  into  his  meafures,  and  fup- 
ported  his  fovereignty  by  an  army  of  enthufiafls,  anabaptifts, 
fifth  monarchy  men,  and  republicans,  will  be  the  admiration 
of  all  pofterity;  and  though  by  this  adventurous  aft  lie  drew 
upon  himfelf  the  plots  and  confpipaeks  of  the  feveral  factions 
in  the  nation,  yet  his  genius  ;fmd,  refolution  furmounted  all 
difficulties,  his  fhort  empire  btswgqone  continued  blaze  of 
glory  and  renown  to  the  Britifli  illes;  and  of  terror  to  the  reft 
of  Europe. 

The  reader  will  make  his  own  remarks  upon  the  new  in- 
Jlrument  of  government,  and  will  neceffarily  obferve,  that  it 
was  a  creature  of  Cromwell' s  and  his  council  of  officers,  and 
not  drawn  up  by  a  proper  reprefentative  of  the  people.  How 
far  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  nation  made  this  necef- 
fary,  muff  be  concluded  from  the  remarks  we  have  made 
upon  the  change  of  government;  but  the  articles  relating  to 
religion  can  hardly  be  complained  of,  though  they  difgufled 
all  that  part  of  the  clergy  who  were  for  church  power;  the 
prefbyterians  preached  and  wrote  again  ft  the  36th  and  37th 
articles,  as  inconfiftent  with  their  eftabli fitment,  and  finking 
it  almoft  to  a  level  with  the  feftaries.  The  republicans  were 
diftatisfied  becaufe  the  engagement,  by  which  they  had 
fworn  fidelity  to  a  commonwealth,  without  a  fingle  perfon, 
or  houfe  of  lords,  was  fet  afide.  Bifhop  Kennel  is  angry  with 
the  proteftor’s  latitude,  becaufe  there  was  no  teft  or  barrier 
to  the  eftablifhment.  “  How  little  religion  was  the  concern, 

“  or  fo  much  as  any  longer  the  pretence  of  Cromwell  and  his’ 

“  officers  (fays  his  lordfliip)  appears  from  hence,  that  in  the 
“  large  inftrument  of  the  government  of  the  commonwealth, 

“  which  was  the  magna  charta  of  the  new  conftitution,  there 
‘k  is  not  a  word  of  churches  or  fynods,  -or  minifters,  nor  any 
“  thing  but  the  chriftian  religion  in  general,  with  liberty  to 
“  al!  differing  in  judgment,  from  the  doftrine,  worfhip,  or 
“  difeipline,  publickly  held  forth.”  Strange,  that  this  fhould 
difpleafe  a  chriftian  bifhop !  But  his  lordfliip  fhould  have  re¬ 
membered,  that  this  liberty  was  not  to  extend  to  any  kinds 
of  immoralities,  nor  to  fuch  as  injured  the  civil  rights  of 
others,  nor  to  fuch  as  difturbed  the  publick  peace.  And  do 
the  failures  authorize  us  to  go  further?  The  fixth  article 
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provides,  that  the  laws  in  being  relating  to  the  prefbyterian 
“  religion  were  not  to  be  fufpended,  altered,  abrogated  or 
“  repealed ;  nor  any  new  law  made,  but  by  confent  of  par- 
“  liament.”  The  36th  adds,  “  that  until  a  better  provifion 
66  can  be  made  for  the  encouragement  and  maintenance  of 
46  able  and  painful  teachmpthe  prefent  maintenance  fhall  not 
u  be  taken  away  noiompdfffhed.”  And  tryers  were  ap¬ 
pointed  foon  after  for*  planting  fcandalous  and  unlearned 
perfons  invading  the  pulpiff  This  part  of  the  inftrument  is, 
in  my  opinion,  fo  far  from  being  criminal,  that  it  breathes  a 
noble  fpirit  of  chriftian  liberty,  though  it  was  undoubtedly 
faulty,  in  putting  popery, prelacy,  and  licentioufnefs  of  manners , 
upon  a  level.  The  open  toleration  of  popery  is  hardly  con¬ 
fident  with  the  fafety  of  a  proteffant  government;  otherwife, 
confidered  merely  as  a  religious  inditution,  I  fee  not  why  it 
fhould  be  cradled  by  the  civil  power:  and  licentioufnefs  of 
manners  is  not  to  be  indulged  in  any  civilized  nation;  but  if 
the  epifcopalians  would  have  given  fecurity  for  their  living 
peaceably  under  their* new  maders,  they  ought  undoubtedly 
to  have  been  protected;  however,  the  protector  did  not  in 
every  indance  adhere  driftly  to  the  inftrument . 

But  though  in  point  of  policy  the  epifcopalians  were  at  this 
time  excepted  from  a  legal  toleration,  their  affemblies  were 
connived  at;  and  feveral  of  their  clergy  indulged  the  publick 
exercife  of  their  minidry  without  the  fetters  of  oaths,  fub- 
fcriptions,  or  engagements;  as  Dr.  Hall,  afterwards  bifiiop 
of  Chefter ,  Dr.  Wild,  Pearfon ,  Ball ,  Hardy ,  Griffith ,  Far  ring- 
don,  and  others.  Several  of  the  bidiops,  who  had  been  kept 
from  publick  fervice  by  the  covenant  and  engagement,  preached 
again  publickly  in  the  city,  as  archbifhop  Ujher ,  bifhop 
Brownri^ge,  and  others.  Mr.  Baxter ,  who  was  very  far 
from  being  a  friend  of  the  protector’s,  fays,  u  that  all  men 
were  differed  to  live  quietly,  and  enjoy  their  properties 
under  his  government— —that  he  removed  the  terrors  and 
prejudices  which  hindered  the  fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  efpe- 
LC  dally  confideriim  that  godlinefs  had  countenance  and  re- 
putation  as  well  as  liberty,  whereas  before,  if  it  did  not 
appear  in  all  the  fetters  and  formalities  of  the  times,  it 
was  the  way  to  common  fhame  and  ruin.  It  is  well  known 
u  that  the  prefbyterians  did  not  approve  of  the  nj:P potion 

“  but 
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<c  but  when  they  faw  that  Cromwell’ s  defign  was  to  do  good 
«  in  the  main,  and  encourage  religion  as  far  as  his  caufe 
“  would  admit,  they  acquiefced.”  And  then  comparing  tliefe 
times  with  thofe  after  the  reftoration,  he  adds,  “  1  fhall  for 
“  the  future  think  that  land  happy,  where  the  people  have 
“  but  bare  liberty  to  be  as  good  as  they  are  willing;  and  if 
“  countenance  and  maintenance  be  but  added  to  liberty,  and 
u  tolerated  errors  and  fefts  be  but  forced  to  keep  the  peace, 
£C  I  fhall  not  hereafter  much  fear  filch  a  toleration,  nor  de* 

fpair  that  truth  will  bear  down  its  adverfaries.55*  This 
was  a  confiderable  teflimony  to  the  protedor’s  adminiflration 
from  the  pen  of  an  adverfary. 

The  protector’s  firft  council  were,  major-general  Lambert , 
lieutenant-general  F/eetzvood ,  colonel  A dontague,  afterwards 
earl  of  Sandwich ;  Philip  lord  vifcount  Lijle^  fmce  earl  of 
Leicejler ;  colonel  Dejboroughy  fir  Gilbert  Pickerings  fir  An¬ 
thony  Afhley  Cooper ,  afterwards  earl  of  Shaftjbury ;  fir  Charles 
Wooljleys  major-general  Skippon ,  Mr.  Strickland ,  colonel  Sy- 
denham ,  colonel  Jones ,  Mr.  Roufe ,  Mr.  Lawrence ,  and  Mr. 
Major:  men  of  great  name  in  thofe  times;  fome  of  whom 
made  a  confiderable  figure  after  the  refloration.  The  pro- 
te&or’s  wife  conduct  appeared  in  nothing  more  than  his  un¬ 
wearied  endeavours  to  make  all  .religious  parties  eafy.  He 
indulged  the  army  in  their  enthufiaftick  raptures,  and  fome- 
times  joined  in  their  prayers  and  fermons.  He  countenanced 
the  prejbyterianss  by  alluring  them  he  would  maintain  the 
publick  miniftry,  and  give  them  all  due  encouragement.  He 
fnpported  the  independants ,  by  making  them  his  chaplains; 
by  preferring  them  to  confiderable  livings  in  the  church  and 
univerfities;  and  by  joining  them  in  one  commiffion  with  the 
prefbyterians  as  tryers  of  all  fuch  as  defired  to  be  admitted 
to  benefices.  But  he  abfolutely  forbad  the  clergy  of  every 
denomination  dealing  in  politicks,  as  not  belonging  to  their 
profeffion ;  and  when  he  perceived  the  managing p rejbyterians 
took  too  much  upon  them,  he  always  found  means  to  mortify 
them;  and  would  fometimes  glory  that  he  had  curbed  that 
infolent  feft,  that  would  fuffer  none  but  itfelf. 

It  was  happy  for  the  wife  and  moderate  prefbyterians,  that 
the  protedor  difarmed  their  difeipline  of  its  coercive  power, 

x  -  *  Life,  p.  '86,  87. 
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or  he  ftill  left  them  all  that  was  fufficient  for  the  purpofes 
ct  religion;  they  had  their  monthly  or  quarterly  claffical 
Presbyteries  in  every  county,  for  the  ordination  of  minifters 
y  impofition  of  hands,  according  to  th £■  directory ,  to  whom 
they  gave  certificates,  or  teftimonials,  in  the  following  words: 


“  WE  the  minifters  of  the  prefbytery  of _  j-ja 

“  ving  examined  Mr - according  to  the  tenor  of  the 

„  °rdinance  for  that  purpofe,  and  finding  him  duly  qualified 
and  gifted  for  tnat  holy  office  and  employment,  (no  juft 
cxccption  having  been  made  to  his  ordination)  have  ap- 
.  Proyed  him,  and  accordingly,  on  the  day  and  year  hereafter 
expreffed,  have  proceeded  folemnly  to  fet  him  apart  to  the 
°^eofa  preaching  prefbyter,  and  work  of  the  miniftry, 
^  with  falling  and  prayer,  and  impofition  of  hands;  and  do 
hereby  aftually  admit  him  (as  far  as  concerns  us)  to  per- 
“  ™rn?  ali  the  offices  and  duties  of  a  faithful  minifter  of  Jefus 
<C  Chrift.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  hereunto  fubfcribed 
“  our  names  this - day  of  Sept.  16^” 

Other  teftimonials  were  in  this  form: 


AVE  the  minifters  of  Chrift,  who  are  called  to  watch 

*£  °ver  this  part  of  his  flock  in  the  city  of - with  the  aft 

ic  fiance  of  fome  others,  tha#t  we  might  not  be  wanting  to  the 
fervice  of  the  church  in  its  neceflity,  having  received  cre- 
4C  dible  teftimonials,  under  the  hands  of  divers  minifters  of  the 
“  gofpel,  and  others,  of  thefober,  righteous,  and  godly  con- 

“  verfation  of - ,  as  alfo  concerning  his  gifts  for  the  mi- 

* 1 c  n;ftry5  have  proceeded  to  make  further  trial  of  his  fitnefs  for 
great  a  work;  and  being  in  fome  good  meafure  fatisfied 
“  concerning  his  piety  and  ability,  have,  upon  the  day  of  — 
^  —  1653,  proceeded  folemnly  to  fet  him  apart  to  the  office 
of  a  prefbyter,  and  work  of  the  miniftry,  by  laying  on  our 
hands  with  faffing  and  prayer;  by  virtue  whereof  we  do 
efteem  and  declare  him  a  lawful  minifter  of  Chrift,  and 

“  hereby  recommend  him  to  the  church  of - .  In  wit- 

nefs  whereof  we  have  fet  our  hands,  &c.” 


When  the  prefbyterians  found  that  their  daffies  could  obtain 
no  power  to  inflid  pains  and  penalties  on  thofe  wTho  refufed 
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to  fubmit  to  their  difeipline,  the  miniflers  of  the  feveral  de¬ 
nominations  in  the  country  began  to  enter  into  friendly 
affociations  for  brotherly  council  and  advice.  Mr.  Baxter, 
and  his  brethren  of  Worcefterfhire,  formed  a  fcheme  upon 
fuch  general  principles  as  all  good  men  were  agreed  in,  which 
ihe  communicated  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Vines  and  Gataker, 
and  when  he  had  drawn  up  articles  of  concord,  he  fubmitted 
them  to  the  correftion  of  archbifhop  UJher,  and  other  epis¬ 
copal  divines,  who  agreed  with  him,  that  no  more  difeipline 
Should  be  pra&ifed  than  the  epifcopalian,  prefbyterian,  and 
independant  divines  agreed  in ;  that  they  fhould  not  meddle 
with  politicks ,  or  affairs  of  civil  government  in  their  affemblies , 
nor  pretend  to  exercife  the  power  of  the  keys ,  or  any  church 
cenfures;  but  only  to  affift ,  advife ,  and  encourage  each  other  in 
propagating  truth  and  holinefs ,  and  in  keeping  their  churches 
from  prophane  and fcandalous  communicants .§  Their  meetings 
were  appointed  to  be  once  a  month  in  fome  market  town, 
where  there  was  a  fermon  in  the  morning;  and  after  dinner 
the  converfation  was  upon  fuch  points  of  do&rine  or  difeipline 
as  required  advice;  or  elfe  an  hour  was  fpent  in  difputing 
upon  fome  theological  queftion  which  had  been  appointed 
the  preceding  month.  Doftor  Warmeftry ,  afterwards  dean 
of  Worcefter,  and  Dr.  Good ,  one  of  the  prebendaries  of  He¬ 
reford,  fent  Mr. Baxter  a  letter  dated  Sept,  20,  1 653,  wherein 
they  teftify  their  approbation  of  the  affociation  abovemen- 
tioned,  and  of  the  articles  of  concord.* 

In  the  Weft  of  England,  Mr.  Hughes  of  Plymouth,  and 
Mr.  Good  of  Exeter,  prevailed  with  the  miniflers  of  the  fe¬ 
veral  perfuafions  in  thofe  parts,  to  follow  the  example  of 
Worcefterfhire;  accordingly  they  parcelled  themfelves  into 
four  divifions,  which  met  once  a  quarter;  and  all  four  had 
a  general  meeting  for  concord  once  a  year:  The  reverend 
Mr.  Hughes  prefided  ifi  thofe  of  1655,  and  1656.  The  mo¬ 
derator  began  and  ended  with  prayer,  and  feveral  of  the  epiff 
copal  divines  of  the  belt  character,  as  well  as  independants , 
joined  with  them;  cc  The  chief  of  the  prefbyterian  and  in- 
dependant  divines,  who  were  weary  of  divifions,  and  wil- 
ling  to  ftrengthen  each  other’s  hands,  united  in  thefe  affem* 

§  Baxter’s  Life,  partii.  p,  147,  &c.  p.  167,  &c. 
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the  history 


«  Svrd?U§h  thA  fXafpCrrted  Prelatifts>  the  more  rigid 
«  Fe^yftnans,  and  feverer  fort  of  independants,  kept  at  a 

u  plLmCV  Bu.t  ,m1anJr  remarkable  advantages  (fays  Mr. 

Baxter)  attended  thefe  affociations;”  they  opened  and  pre- 
feived  a  friendly  correfpondence  among  the  minifters;  they 
removed  a  great  many  prejudices  and  mifunderfhndings,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  controverfies  and  heats  of  angry  men  Wan 

to  be  allayed  their  fpirits  bettered,  and  the  ends  of  relijon 
more  generally  promoted.  & 

But  thefe  country  affociations  were  not  countenanced  by 
ne  more  zealous  prefbyterians  of  London,  who  met  weekly 
at  Sion  college;  they  could  hardly  digeft  a  toleration  of  the 
fmaries,  much  lefs  fubmit  to  a  coalition,  but  refolved  to 
keep  clo.e  to  the  ordinances  of  parliament,  and  to  the  a&s 
°.1  their  provincial  aflembly :  They  wanted  the  fword  of  dif- 
ciphne,  and  were  impatient  under  the  prefent  reftraint;  and 
nothing  but  the  piercing  eye  of  the  protedlor,  whofe  fpies 
were  in  every  corner  kept  them  from  preaching,  praying, 
and _ plotting  againft  the  government.  However,  the  country 
numbers  being  eafy  in  their  poffeffions,  cultivated  good  neioh- 
bourhood,  and  fpread  the  affociation's  through  Wiltllifre, 
f .ilex,  Hamplhire,  Doi-fetlhire,  Cumberland,  Welhnordand 
and  other  parts;  and  if  I  am  not  mifmformed,  there  are  the 

Ime  brotherly  affociations  among  the  diffenters  in  feveral 
counties  to  this  day. 

d  his  yeat  died  old  Dr.  William  Gouge ,  born  at  Stratford- 
Bow  in  the  year  1575,  and  educated  at  King’s  college.  Cam- 
oridge,  of  which  he  was  fellow.  He  entered  into  orders 
1607,  and  the  very  next  year  was  fettled  at  Black-Figars, 
London,  where  he  continued  to  his  death.  He  commenced 
dotf-or  of  divinity  in  the  year  1628,  about  which  time  he 
became  one  of  the  feohees  for  buying  up  impropriations,  for 
which  he  was  ordered  to  be  profecuted  in  the  Jlar-chamber. 
In  the  year  1 643  he  was  nominated  one  of  the  affembly  of 
divines,  and  was  in  fuch  reputation,  that  he  often  filled  the 
moderator’s  chair  in  his  abfence.  He  was  a  modeft,  humble 
and  affable  perfon,  of  ftrift  and  exemplary  piety,  an  univerfal 
fcholar,  and  a  raoft  conlfant  preacher,  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  get  up  into  the  pulpit.  For  many  years  he  was  efteemed 
the  fdi her  of  the  London  miniflers,  and  died  comfortably 

and 
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and  pioufly  December  12,  1 653,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age, 
having  been  minifter  of  Black-Friars  almoft  forty-fix  years. 

Doctor  Thomas  Hill,  of  whom  mention  has  been  made 
before,  was  born  in  Worcejlerjhire ,  and  educated  in  Emanuel- 
college,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  a  fellow,  and  tutor  to 
young  fcholars  for  many  years.  He  was  afterwards  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  living  of  Tichmarlh  in  Northamptonfhire,  and 
was  chofen  into  the  affembly  of  divines  for  that  county. 
While  he  was  at  London  he  preached  every  day  at  St.  Mar- 
tin’s-in-the-Fields,  and  was  one  of  the  morning  lefturers  at 
Weftminfter- Abbey.  He  was  afterwards  chofen  to  be  mafter 
of  Emanuel  college,  Cambridge,  and  from  thence  removed 
to  Trinity  college;  in  which  ftations  he  behaved  with  great 
prudence  and  circumfpeftion.  He  was  a  good  fcholar,  and 
very  careful  of  the  antiquities  and  privileges  of  the  univer- 
fity;  a  firi<ft  cahinijl ,  a  plain,  powerful,  and  praftical  preacher, 
and  of  an  holy  and  unblameable  converfation.  He  died  of 
a  quartan  ague  December  18,  1653,  in  dn  advanced  age, 
very  much  lamented  by  his  acquaintance  and  brethren.* 


*  He  fpent  nine  years  in  King’s-college ;  and  was  never  abfe'nt  from 
publick  prayers  at  the  chapel,  and  conftantly  read  fifteen  chapters  in  the 
Bible  every  day.  He  was  the  laborious,  exemplary,  and  much-loved  mi- 
miller,  of  whom  none  thought  or  fpoke  ill,  fays  Mr.  Granger,  “  but  fuch 
“  as  were  inclined  to  think  or  fpeak  ill  of  religion  itfelf.”  He  refufed  the 
provoftfhip  of  King’s-college  in  Cambridge;  and  had  eight  children,  who 
lived  to  man’s  and  woman’s  ellate.  Clarke’s  Lives  in  his  General  Martyro- 

Iogy,p.  234.— and  Granger’s  Hillory  of  England,  vol.ii.  p.  179,  8vo.  Ed 
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CHAP.  III. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  Protect  or  ftp  of  Oliver 

Cromwell  to  his  Death. 

>  '  .  -  '  ,  ,  v- 

IF  the  reader  will  carefully  review  the  divided  ftate  of  the 
nation  at  this  time,  the  flrength  of  the  feveral  parties  in 
oppollte  interefts,  and  almoft  equal  in  power,  each  fanguine 
for  his  own  icheme  of  fettlement,  and  all  confpiring  againfl 
the  prefent,  he  will  be  furprifed  that  any  wife  man  fhould  be 
prevailed  with  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fuch  a  diftrafted 
body;  and  yet  more,  that  fuch  a  genius  fhould  arife,  who 
without  any  foreign  alliances  fhould  be  capable  of  guarding 
againfl  fo  many  foreign  and  domeftick  enemies,  and  of  fleer¬ 
ing  the  commonwealth  through  fuch  an  hurricane,  clear  of 
the  rocks  and  quickfands  which  threatened  its  ruin.  , 

This  was  the  province  that  the  enterprifing  Oliver  un¬ 
dertook,  with  the  flile  and  title  of  lord  prote&or  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  He  affumed 
all  the  date  and  ceremony  of  a  crowned  head;  his  houfhold 
officers  and  guards  attended  in  their  places,  and  his  court  ap¬ 
peared  in  as  great  fplendor,  and  more  order,  than  had  been 
feen  at  Whitehall  frnce  queen  Elizabeth* s  reign.  His  find 
concern  was  to  fill  the  courts  of  juftice  with  the  ableft  lawyers; 
fir  Matthew  Hales  was  made  lord  chief  juftice  of  the  common 
pleas;  Mr.  Maynard ,  Twifden ,  Newdigate  and  Windham , 
ferjeants  at  law,  Mr.  Thurioe ,  feceretary  of  ftate;  and  Monk , 
governor  of  Scotland.  His  next  care  was  to  deliver  himfelf 
from  his  foreign  enemies;  for  this  purpofe  he  gave  peace  to 
the  Dutch,  which  the  fame  of  his  power  enabled  him  to 
accompiifbt  without  the  ceremony  of  a  formal  treaty;  he 
therefore  fent  his  fecretary  Thurioe  with  the  conditions  to 
which  they  were  to  fubmit;  the  Dutch  pleaded  for  abate¬ 
ments,  but  his  Highness  was  at  a  point,  and  obliged  them 
to  deliver  up  the  ifland  of  Polerone  in  the  Eaft-Indies;  to  pay 

three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  affair  of  Amboyna; 

to 
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to  abandon  the  interefts  of  king  Charles  II.  to  exclude  the 
prince  of  Orange  from  being  ftadtholder,  and  to  yield  up  the 
fovereignty  of  the  feas. 

When  this  was  accomplifhed  mofl  of  the  fovereign  princes 
in  Europe  fent  to  compliment  his  Highnefs  upon  his  advance¬ 
ment,  and  to  cultivate  his  friendfhip:  the  king  of  Portugal 
afked  pardon  for  receiving  prince  Rupert  into  his  ports;  the 
Danes  got  themfelves  included  in  the  Dutch  treaty,  and  be-, 
came  fecurity  for  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds 
damages  done  to  the  Englifh  (hipping;  the  Swedes  fued  for 
an  alliance,  which  was  concluded  with  their  ambaffador;  the 
crown  of  Spain  made  offers  which  the  protestor  rejected;  but 
the  addrefs  of  the  French  ambaffador  was  moll  extraordinary; 
the  proteftor  received  him  in  the  Banquetting-houfe  at 
Whitehall,  with  all  the  ftate  and  magnificence  of  a  crowned 
head;  and  the  ambaffador,  having  made  his  obeifance,  ac¬ 
quainted  his  Highnefs  with  the  king  his  mailer’s  defire  to 
eftablifh  a  correspondence  between  his  dominions  and  Eng¬ 
land.  He  mentioned  the  value  of  the  friendfhip  of  France, 
and  how  much  it  was  courted  by  the  greateft  potentates  of 
the  earth;  “  but  (fays  the  ambaffador)  the  king  my  mafter 
fiC  communicates  his  refolutions  to  none  with  fo  much  joy  and 

cheerfulnefs,  as  to  thofe  whofe  virtuous  actions,  and  extra- 
“  ordinary  merits,  render  them  more  confpicuoufly  famous 
“  than  the  largenefs  of  their  dominions.  His  majefty  is  fen- 
“  fible,  that  all  thefe  advantages  do  wholly  relide  in  your 

highness,  and  that  the  divine  providence,  after  fo  many 
**  calamities,  could  not  deal  more  favourably  with  thefe  three 
u  nations,  nor  caufe  them  to  forget  their  pad  miferies  with 
cc  greater  fatisfaftion,  than  by  fubje&ing  them  to  fo  juft  a 
**  government- — - — ” 

The  prote£lor’$  moft  dangerous  enemies  were  the  royalifts, 
prefbyterians,  and  republicans  at  home;  the  former  menaced 
him  with  an  affaffmation,  upon  which  he  declared  openly, 
that  though  he  would  never  begin  fo  deteftable  a  practice,  yet 
if  any  of  the  king’s  party  fhould  attempt  it  and  fail,  he  would 
inake  an  affaffinating  war  of  it,  and  exterminate  the  whole 
family,  which  his  fervants  were  ready  to  execute;  the  terror 
of  this  threatening  was  a  greater  fecurity  to  him  than  his 
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cpa  of  mail  or  guards.  The  proteftor  had  the  /kill  always 
to  chfcover  themoft  fgcret  defigns  of  the  royalifts  by  fome  of 
taeir  own  number  whom  he  fpared  no  coft  to  gain  over  to 

?: 1S  Sir  &ukard  Willis  was  chancellor  Hyde’s  chief 

consent,  to  whom  he  wrote  often,  and  in  whom  all  the  party 
.confided,  as  m  an  able  and  .wifedlatefmah;  but  the  protestor 
gained  him  with  twp  hundred  pounds  a  year,  by  which  means 

k.C  ^d.an  •tJe  s  Party  i.n"a  net,  and  let  them  dance  in  it 
a.t  plealtrre...  He  had  another  correfpondent  in  the  kina’s 
little  family,  one  Manning  a  roman  catholic,  who  gave  fecre- 
tary  Tmrloe  intelligence  of  all  his  majefty’s  councils  and  pro¬ 
ceedings.  But  though  the  king’s  friends  were  always  in  one 
plot  or  other  agamft  the  protector’s  perfon  and  government 
he  always  behaved  with  decency  towards  them,  as  long  as 
they  kept  within  tolerable  bounds;  and  without  all  qu^fion 
the  fevere  laws  that  were  made  againft  the  epifcopal  party 

were  not  on  the  account  of  religion,  but  of  their  irreconcile- 
abiC  averfion  to  the  government. 

1  he  whole  body  of  the prejhyierians  were  in  principle  for 
tne  king  and  the  covenant,  but  after  the  battle  of  Worcefter 
ana  tne  execution  of  Mr.  Love ,  they  were  terrified  into  a 
compliance  with  the  commonwealth,  though  they  difallowed 
their  proceedings,  and  were  pleafed  to  fee  them,  broken  in 
pieces;  but  the  furprifing  advancement  of  Cromwell  to  the 
proteftorihip  filled  them  with  new  terrors,  and  threatened rthe 
overthrow  of  their  church  power ,  for  they  copfidered  him  pot 
only  as.  an  ufurper ,  but  a  fedarian,  who.  would  countenance 
the  free  exefeife  of  religion  to  all  that  would  live  peaceably 
under  Ids  government;  and  though  he  affured  them  he  would 
continue  religion  upon  the  foot  of  the  prefent  eflablifhment, 

yet  nothing  would  fatisfy  them  as  long  as- their  difeipiine  waji 
difarmed  of  its  coercive  power. 

But  the  proteftor’s  moft  determined  adverfaries  were  the 
conwionibeh! th  party  ;  thefe  were  divided  into  two  branches* 
one  had  little  or  no  religion,  but  were  for  a  democracy  in  the 
fhite,  and  uniyer/al  liberty  of  conference  In  religion ;  the  heads 
of  them  were  deijls,  or  in  the  language  of  the  protg&or,  hea - 
ihens,^  Algernoon  Sidney ,  Henry  Neville,  Martin,  Wildman, , 
and  Harington.  It  was  imppffible  to  work  upon  thefe  men 

*  Burnet,  p.  91,  vol.  i.  Edin.  Ed. 
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or  reconcile  them  to  the  government  of  a  fingle  perfon,  and 
therefore  he  dilarmed  them  of  their  power.  The  other  were 
high  enthuiiafts,  and  fifth  monarchy  men,  who  were  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  king  Jefus,  and  of  a  glorious  thoufand  years  reign 
of  Chrift  upon  earth.  They  were  for  pulling  down  churches, 
(fays  bilhop  Burnet*)  for  difcharging  tithes,  and  leaving  re¬ 
ligion  free  (as  they  called  it)  without  either  encouragement 
or  reftraint.  Molt  of  them  were  for  deftroying  the  clergy, 
and  for  breaking  every  thing  that  looked  like  a  national  efta- 
blilhment.  Thefe  the  protector  endeavoured  to  gain,  by  af- 
furing  them  in  private  converfation,  “  that  he  had  no  manner 
“  of  inclination  to  affume  the  government,  but  had  rather 
“  have  been  content  with  a  lliepherd’s  ftaff,  were  it  not  ab- 
“  folutely  neceffary  to  keep  the  nation  from  falling  to  pieces, 
“  and  becoming  a  prey  to  the  common  enemy;  that  he  only 
“  hept  in  between  the  living  and  the  dead,  as  he  expreffed  it. 
“  and  this  only  till  God  fliould  direft  them  on  what  bottom 
“  to  fettle,  when  he  would  furrender  his  dignity  with  a  joy 
“  equal  to  the  l'orrow  with  which  he  had  taken  it  up.”  With 
the  chiefs  of  this  party  he  affected  to  converfe  upon  terms  of 
great  familiarity,  {hutting  the  door,  and  making  them  fit  down 
covered  in  his  prefence,  to  let  them  fee  how  little  he  valued 
thofe  diftan.ces  he  was  bound  to  obferve  for  form  fake  with 
others;  he  talked  with  them  in  their  own  language,  and  the 
converfation  commonly  ended  with  a  long  prayer.^ 

The  protector’s  chief  fupport  againft  thefe  powerful  adver- 
fai  i.es  were  the  itidependants ,  t lie  city  ol  Bondon ,  and  the  army  ^ 
the  foimei  looked  upon  him  as  the  head  of  their  party, 
though, he  was  no  mote  tneir  s  than  as  he  was  averte  to^ 
church  power,  and  for  an  univerfal  toleration.  He  courted 
the  city  of  London  with  a  decent  refpeCt,  declaring,  upon  all 
occafions,  his  refolution  to  confirm  Tteir  privileges,  and  con- 
fnlt  meafures  for  promoting  trade  and  commerce.  Thefe,  in 
return,  aftei  his  initalment,  entertained  him  at  dinner  in  a 
rnoft  magnificent  and  princelike  manner,  and  by  decrees 
modelled  their  magiftrates  to  his  mind.  But  his  -hief  de- 
pendance  was  upon  the  army,  which  being  made  up  of  dif¬ 
ferent  parties,  he  topic  care  to  reform  by  degrees,  till  they 
Mere  m  a  manner  entitely  at  his  devotion.  He  paid  the 

#  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  93. 
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foldiers  well,  and  advanced  them  according  to  their  merits. 

and  zeal  for  his  government,  without  regard  to  their  birth 
or  feniority. 

.  was  the  proteftor’s  felicity,  that  the  parties  above-men¬ 
tioned  had  as  great  an  enmity  to  each  other  as  to  him;  the 
cavaliers  hated  the  prefbyterians  and  republicans,  as  the’fe  did 
the  cavaliers;  the  royalifls  fancied  that  all  who  were  againft 
the  protector  mud  join  with  them  in  reftoring  the  king; 
while  the  prefbyterians  were  pulhing  for  their  covenant  uni¬ 
formity,  and  the  republicans  for  a  commonwealth.  Cromwell 
had  the  fkill  not  only  to  keep  them  divided,  but  to  increafe 
their  jealouftes  of  each  other,  and  by  that  means  to  difconcert 
all  their  meafures  againft  himfelf.  Let  the  reader  recolleft 
what  a  difficult  iituation  this  was;  and  what  a  genius  it  muft 
require  to  maintain  fo  high  a  reputation  abroad,  in  the  midft 

of  fo  many  domeftick  enemies,  who  were  continually  plotting 
his  deftru&ion.  & 

In  purfuance  of  the  injlrument  of  government,  the  protector 
publ iflicd  an  ordinance,  April  12,  to  incorporate  the  two 
kingdoms  ot  Scotland  and  England.  The  ordinance  fets  forth, 
“  that  whereas  the  parliament  in  1651  had  fent  commiffioners 
{c  into  Scotland,  to  invite  that  nation  to  an  union  with  Eno-- 
“  land  under  one  government;  and  wdiereas  the  confent  of 
“  the  Aides  and  boroughs  wnts  then  obtained,  therefore  for 
“  compleating  that  work,  he  ordains,  that  the  people  ofScot- 
“  fand,  and  all  the  territories  thereunto  belonging,  fliall  be 
“  incorporated  into  one  commonwealth  with  England,  and 
“  that  in  every  parliament  to  be  held  fucceffively  for  the  faid 
“  commonwealth  thirty  members  fliall  be  called  from  thence 
“  to  ferve  for  Scotland. — ”  Shortly  after  Ireland  was  in¬ 
corporated  after  the  fame  manner;  and  from  this  time  the 
•arms  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  were  quartered  with  thofe  of 
England. 

o 

But  the  proteftor  was  hardly  fixed  in  his  chair  before  an 
aflaflination  plot  of  the  royalifls  was  difeovered,  and  three  of 
the  confpirators  (viz.)  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Gerhard,  and  Mr.  Vowel, 
were  apprehended,  and  tried  before  an  high  court  of  juftice, 
for  confpiring  to  murder  the  lord  protector  as  he  was  going 
to  Hampton-Court,  to  feize  the  guards,  and  the  tower  of 
London ;  and  to  proclaim  the  king.  Mr.  Fox,  who  confefTed 

moft 
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moft  of  what  was  alledged  againft  him,  pleaded  guilty,  and 
was  reprieved ;  hut  the  other  two,  pucting  thcmfclvcs  on  their 
trial,  though  they  denied  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  court,  were 
convicted,  and  executed  July  io.  Gerhard ,  a  young  hot¬ 
headed  enfign  in  the  late  king’s  army  being  beheaded;  and 
Vowel,  a  fchool-mafter  at  Mington,  hanged  at  Charing-crofs: 
Gerhard  confefled  he  knew  of  the  plot,  but  Vowel  was  iilent.* 
Thefe  commotions  were  the  occafion  of  the  lurdfliips  the 
royalifts  underwent  fome  time  after. 

Don  Pantaleon  Sa ,  brother  of  the  Portugncze  ambaflador, 
was  beheaded  the  fame  day,  upon  account  of  a  riot  and  mur- 
'  der  in  the  new  Exchange.  Pantaleon  had  quarrelled  with  the 
above-mentioned  Gerhard ,  and  to  revenge himfelf,  brought  his 
fervants  next  day  armed  with  fwords  and  piftois  to  kill  him; 
but  inftead  of  Gerhard,  they  killed  another  man,  and  wounded 
feveral  others.  The  Portugueze  knight,  and  his  affociates, 
fled  to  his  brother  the  ambaflador’ s  houfe  for  fanftuary,  but 
the  mob  followed  them,  and  threatened  to  pull  down  the 
houfe,  unlefs  they  were  delivered  up  to  juftice.  The  protec¬ 
tor,  being  informed  of  the  tumult,  fent  an  officer  with  a  party 
of  foldiers  to  demand  the  murderers.  The  ambaflador  pleaded 
his  publick  charafter,  but  the  protector  would  admit  of  no 
excufe;  and  therefore  being  forced  to  deliver  them  up,  they 
were  all  tried  and  convicted,  by  a  jury  half  Englijh  and  half 
foreigners;  the  fervants  (fays  Whitlocke f)  were  reprieved  and 
pardoned;  but  the  ambaflador’s  brother,  who  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal,  notwithftanding  all  the  interceflion  that  could  be  made 
for  his  life,  was  carried  in  a  mourning-coach  to  Tower-hill, 
and  beheaded.  This  remarkable  aft  of  juftice  raifed  the 
people’s  efteem  of  the  proteftor’s  refolution,  and  of  the  jul- 
tice  of  his  government. 

*  Mr.  AW’s  .account,  as  Dr.  Grey  remarks*  does  not  agree  with  lord  Cla¬ 
rendon:  who  reprefents  Vovuel  as  earneftly  and  pathetically  addrefling  the 
people,  and  the  foldiers,  exhorting  them  to  loyalty:  and  Gerhard  as  dc-t 
daring,  “  that  he  was  innocent,  and  had  not  entered  into  or  confented  to 
€t  any  plot,  nor  given  any  countenance  to  any  difeourfe  to  that  purpofe.”' 
Whitlocke  fays,  that  when  they  were  brought  before  the  High  Court,  they 
both  denied  all  the  charges  alledged  againlt  them.  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  vol. 
ii£.  p.  492;  Whitlocke’ s  Memoirs,  p.  575. 

fMem,  p.  577- 
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In  order  to  a  further  fettlement  of  the  nation,  the  protestor 
lummoned  a  parliament  to  .meet  at  Weftminfter,  Sept.  *d- 
.which  being  reckoned  one  of  his  aufpicious  days,  he  would 
not  alter,  though  it  fell  on  a  Sunday;  the  houfe  met  accor- 
thugly*  ana  having  waited  upon  the  protector  in  the  painted 
chamber,  adjourned  to  the  next  day,  September  4,  when  his 
Highness  rode  from  Whitehall -to  Weftminfter  with  all  the 
pomp  and  ftate  of  the  greateft  monarch;  fome  hundreds  of 
gentlemen  went  before  him  uncovered;  his  pages  and  lac 
queys  m  the  richeft  liveries;  the -captains  of  his  guards  on 
each  fide  his  coach,  with  their  attendants,  all  uncovered: 
then  followed  the  commiftioners  of  the  treafury,  mafter  of 
ceremonies,  and  otner  officers.  I  he  fword,  the  great  feal 

the  purle,  and  four  maces,  were  carried  before  him  by  their 
proper  officers.  •  3 

Aftei  a  fermon  preached  by  Dr.  Tho.  Goodwin ,  his  High* 
nefs*  repaired  to  the  painted  chamber,  and  being  feated  in  a 
chair  of  ftate,  railed  lay  fundry  fteps,  he  made  a  fpeech  to  the 
members,  in  which  he  complained  of  the  levellers  and  fifth 
monarchy  men,  who  were  for  fubverting  the  eftabliffied 
laws,  and  for-  throwing  all  things  back  into  confufion. 
He  put  them  in  mind  of  the  difficulties  in  which  the  nation 
was  involved  at  the  time  he  affumed  the  government.  “  That 
“  it  was  at  war  with  Portugal,  Holland,  and  France;  which 
“  together  with  the  divifion  among  ourfelves  (fays  he) 

“  begat  a  confidence  in  the  enemy  that  we  could  not  hold 
<£  out  long.  In  this  heap  of  confufion  it  was  neceflary  to 
“  apply  fome  remedy,  that  the  nation  might  not  fink;  and 
“  the  remedy  (fays  he)  is  this  government,  which  is 
“  calculated  for  the  intereft  of  the  people  alone,  without 
“  regard  to  any  other,  let  men  fay  what  they  will;  I  can 
“  fpeak  with  comfort  before  a  greater  than  you  all  as  to  my 
“  own  intention.  Since  this  government  ’has  been  erected, 
men  of  the  moil  known  integrity  and  ability  have  been 
“  put  into  feats  of  juitice.  The  chancery  has  been  reform- 
ed.  it  nas  put  a  flop  to  that  neady  way  for  every  man 
“  that  will,  to  .  make  himfelf  a  preacher,  by  fettling  a  way 
“  for  approbation  of  men  of  piety  and  fitnefs  for  the  work. 

<c  It  hath  taken  care  to  expunge  men  unfit  for  that  work; 

*  Whitlocke,  p.  582. 
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and  now,  at  length,  it  has  been  inftrumenta]  of  calling  a  free 
:£  parliament. 

“  A  peace  is  now  made  with  Sweden,  and  with  the  Danes; 
:£  a  peace  honourable  to  the  nation,  and  fatisfaftory  to  the 

merchants.  A  peace  is  made  with  the  Dutch,  and  with 
£  Portugal;  and  fuch  an  one  that  the  people  that  trade  thither 
£  have  liberty  of  confidence*  without  being  fubjcft  to  the 
‘  bloody  inquifition.”  He  then  advifes  them  to  concert  rnea- 
ures  for  the  fupport  of  the  prefent  government,  and  defires 
hem  to  believe,  that. he  fpoke  to  them  not  as  one  that  in- 
ended  to  be  a  lord  over  them,  but  as  one  that  was  refolved 
o  be  a  fellow-fervant  with  them  for  the  interefl:  of  their  coun¬ 
ty;  and  then,  having  exhorted  them  to  unanimity,  he  dif- 
niffed  them  to  their  houfe  to  choofe  a  fpeaker. 

William  Lenthal ,  efq;  mafter.of  the  rolls,  and  fpeaker  of  the  • 
ong  parliament,  was  chofen  without  oppofition.  The  firft 
soint  the  houfe  entered  on  was  the  injlrument  of  government ; 
idiich  occafioned  many  warm  debates,  and  was  like  to  have 
iceafioned  a  fatal  breach  among!!  them.  To  prevent  this  the 
rotector  gave  orders,  Sept.  12,  that  as  the  members  came 
a  the  houfe  they  lhould  be  directed  to  attend  his  highnefs.iir 
tie  painted  chamber,  where  he  made  the  following  remarkable 
jeech,  which  is  deferring  the  reader’s  careful  attention: 
Gentlemen,  I  am  furprifed  at  your  conduct,  in  debating  fo* 
freely  the  injlrument  of  government,  for  the  fame  power  that 
has  made  you  a  parliament  has  appointed  me  protector, 
fo  that  ii  you  difpute  tne  one,  you  mult  difown  the  other.* 
Pie  added,  that  he  was  a  gentleman  by  birth,  and  had  been' 
cal.ed  to  feveral  employments  in  parliament,  and  in  the 
wais,  which  being  at  an  end,  he  was  willing  to  retire  to  a 
private  life,  and  prayed  to  be  difmilfed,  but°couId  not  ob- 
tam  it.  That  he  had  preffed  the  long  parliament ,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber,  to  diffolve  themfelves;  but  finding  they  intended  to 
continue  their  feffions,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  dif- 
mr Is  them,  and  to  call  fome  perfons  together  from  the 
feveral  parts  of  the  nation,  to  fee  if  they  could  fall  upon  a 
better  Settlement.  Accordingly  he  refigned  ud  all  his 
power  into  their  hands,  but  they  after  fome  timeVeturned 
it  ack  to  him.  After  this  (fays  he)  divers  gentlemen  hav- 
*  Dugdale’s  Late  Troubles,  p.  426,  Sec. 
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confulted  together ,  framed  the  prefent  model  without  m 
privity ,  and  told  me,  that  unlefs  I  would  undertake  the  fame 
blood  and  confufion  would  break  in  upon  them;  but  I  re 
fufed  again  and  again,  till  confidering  that  it  did  not  pu 
me  into  an  higher  capacity  than  I  was  in  before,  I  con 
“  fen  ted ;  fince  which  time  I  have  had  the  thanks  of  the  army 
"  the  fleet  y  the  city  of  London,  and  of  great  numbers  of  gen 
try  in  the  three  nations.  Now  the  government  bemi 
thus  fettled,  I  apprehend  there  are  four  fundamentals  whici 
may  not  be  examined  into,  or  altered,  (i.)  That  the  gc 
vernment  be  in  a  fingle  perfon  and  a  parliament.  (2.)  Tha 
parliaments  be  not  perpetual.  (3.)  The  article  relatin 
to  the  militia.  And,  (4.)  A  due  liberty  of  confcience  i; 
matters  of  religion.  Other  things  in  the  government  ma; 
cc  be  changed  as  occafion  requires.  For  as  much  therefor 
as  you  have  gone  about  to  fubvert  the  fundamentals  of  thi 
government,  and  throw  all  things  back  into  confufion,  r 
prevent  the  like  for  the  future  I  am  neceffitated  to  appoin 
you  a  tejl ,  or  recognition  of  the  government,  by  which  yoi 
are  made  a  parliament,  before  you  go  any  more  into  th 
cc  houfe.”*  Accordingly  at  their  return,  they  found  a  guar 
at  the  door  denying  entrance  to  any  who  would  not  firft  figi 
the  following  engagement.  I  A.  B.  do  hereby  freely  promife 
and  engage  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  lord  proteBor  of  th 
commonwealth  of  England ,  Scotland ,  and  Ireland ,  and  will  no 
propofe  or  give  my  confent  to  alter  the  government ,  as  it  is  fettle < 
in  one  fingle  perfion  and  a  parliament .  About  three  hundrei 
of  the  members  figned  the  recognition,  and  having  taken  thei 
places  in  the  houfe,  with  fome  difficulty  confirmed  the  infir u 
ment  of  government  almoft  in  every  thing,  but  the  right  0 
nominating  a  fucceffor  to  the  prefent  prote&or;  which  the; 
referved  to  the  parliament.  They  voted  the  prefent  lor 
protector  to  continue  for  life.  They  continued  the  ftandim 
army  of  ten  thoufand  horfe  and  twenty  thoufand  foot,  am 
fixty  thoufand  pounds  a  month  for  their  maintenance.  The; 
gave  the  protestor  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  to 
fiis  civil  lift,  and  affigned  Whitehall,  St.  James’s,  and  the  rel 
of  the  late  king’s  houfes  for  his  ufe;  but  they  were  out  0 
humour,  and  were  fa  far  from  {hewing  refpeft  to  the  court 
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that  they  held  no  manner  of  correfpondence  with  it;  which 
together  with  their  voting,  that  no  one  claufe  of  what  they  had 
agieed  uponjhould  be  binding ,  uniefs  the  whole  were  confentcd 
to,  provoked  the  protector  f  as  derogating  from  his  power  of 
confenting  to,  or  refufmg  particular  bills,  anti  therefore  ha¬ 
ving  difcovered  feveral  plots  againft  his  government  ready  to 
bleak  out,  in  which  feme  oi  the  members  were  concerned 
hefent  for  them  into  the  painted  chamber,  Jan.  22 ;  and  after 
a  long  and  intricate  fpeech,  in  which,  after  fome  ffrong  ex- 
preffions  in  favour  of  liberty  to  men  of  the  fame  faith,  though 
of  different  judgments  in  leffer  matters,  he  complained  that 
they  had  taken  no  more  notice  of  him,  either  by  meffane  or 
addiefs,  than  if  mere  had  been  no  fuch  perfon  in  being;  that 
they  had  done  nothing  for  the  honour  and  fupport  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  but  fpent  their  time  in  fruitltfs  debates  of  little 
confequence,  wdiile  the  nation  was  bleeding  to  death;  and  in- 
ftead  of  making  things  eafy,  that  they  had  laid  a  foundation 
for  future  diffatisfafhons;  he  therefore  diffolved  them  with¬ 
out  confirming  any  of  their  afts,  after  they  had  fat  five  months 
according  to  the  injlrument  of  government,  reckoning  twenty, 
eight  days  to  a  month.  This  was  deemed  an  unpopular  ac¬ 
tion  and  a  renouncing  the  additional  title  the  parliament 
would  have  given  him;  but  this  great  man  with  the  fword 
m  his  hand  was  not  to  be  joftled  out  of  the  fiddle  with  votes 
and  resolutions;  and  if  one  may  credit  his  fpeech,  his  affu- 
m.ng  the  government  was  not  fo  much  the  efffft  of  his  own 

ambition,  as  of  a  bold  refolution  to  prevent  the  nation’s  fall¬ 
ing  back  into  anarchy  and  blood. 

„AT\^§r°fvthe  parliament  major-generaI  Harr  for, 
”,  M  ^publicans,  was  taken  into  cullody; 

d  Mi .  John  E  ildman,  who  had  been  expelled  the  houfe 
was  apprehended  as  he  was  drawing  up  a  paper,  entitled,  A 
Dec,  a,  ation  of  the  free  and  well-affetled  people  of  England  now 
in  arms  againf  the  tyrant  Oliver  Cromwell  ;  which  pre¬ 
vented  the  riling  of  that  party. f  P 

Jf he  royalifis  \vcrc  buying  up  arms  at  the  fame  time,  and 
preparing  to  rife  m  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom.!  They 
had  procured  commiffiqns  from  the  young  king  at  Colo  J 

*  Life  of  Qromwell,  p.  29i.  +  Whitlocke/p.  600.  °  ’ 

t  Clarendon,  vol,  iii.  p.  551. 
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and  defired  his  majefty  to  be  ready  on  the  fea-coab  by  the 
nth  of  March,  when  there  would  be  a  revolt  in  the  army, 
and  when  Dover  cable  would  be  delivered  into  their  hands. 
The  king  accordingly  removed  to  Middleburgh  in  Zealand; 
but  the  proteftor  had  intelligence  of  it  from  his  fpies,  and 
declared  it  openly  as  foon  as  he  was  arrived,  which  intimi¬ 
dated  the  confpirators,  and  made  them  fear  they  were  dis¬ 
covered  :  however,  about  the  time  appointed,  feme  fmall 
parties  of  royalibs  got  together  in  Shropfhire  with  an  intent 
to  furprife  Shrewsbury  and  Chirk  cable.  A  cart-load  of  arms 
was  brought  to  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  northern  parts, 
where  they  were  to  be  headed  by  Wilmot  earl  of  Rcchejler ; 
but  they  no  fooner  met  but  they  difperfed  for  fear  of  being 
fallen  upon  by  the  regular  troops.  In  the  web  fir  Jofeph 
Wagstaffe ,  colonel  Penruddock ,  captain  Hugh  Grove ,  Mr. 
Jones,  and  others,  entered  the  city  of  Salifbury,  with  200 
horfe  well  armed,  in  the  time  of  the  affizes,  and  feized  the 
judges  Rolls  and  Nichols ,  with  the  fheriff  of  the  county,  whom 
they  refolved  to  hang.  They  proclaimed  the  king,  and  threa¬ 
tened  violence  to  fuch  as  would  not  join  them;  but  the  country 
Trot  coming  in  according  to  their  expeftations  they  were  in¬ 
timidated,  and  after  five  or  fix  hours  marched  away  into 
Dorfetbiire,  and  from  thence  to  Devonfhire,  where  captain 
Crook  overtook  them,  and  with  one  fmgle  troop  of  horfe  de¬ 
feated,  and  took  mob  of  them  prifoners;  Penruddock  and 
Grove  were  beheaded  at  Exeter;  and  fome  few  others  wrere 
executed  at  Salifbury,  the  place  where  they  had  fo  lately 
triumphed. 

The  vigilance  of  the  proteftor  on  this  occafion  is  almob 
incredible;  he  caufed  a  great  many  fufpefted  lords  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  be  fecured;  he  fent  letters  to  the  jubices  of  peace 
in  every  county,  wbiom  he  had  already  changed  to  his  mind, 
commanding  them  to  look  out,  and  fecure  all  perfons  who 
ffiould  make  the  leab  diburbance.  And  his  private  intelli¬ 
gence  of  people’s  difeourfe  and  behaviour,  in  every  corner  of 

the  land,  never  failed.*  ^ 

If  the  reader  will  duly  confider  the  danger  arifing  from 
thefe  commotions,  and  the  neceffity  of  briking  fome  terror 
into  the  authors  of  them,  he  will  eafily  account  for  the  pro- 

*  Whitlocke,  p.  60 2. 
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tedlor’s  feverity  againft  the  royalifts;  when  therefore  the  ir>- 
furreftion  was  quaflied,  he  relblved  to  make  the  whole  party 
pay  the  expence;  and  accordingly,  with  the  ccinfent  of  his 
council,  publifhed  an  order,  “  that  all  who  had  been  in  amis 
“  for  the  king,  or  had  declared  themfelves  of  th  c  royal  party, 
“  fliould  be  decimated;  that  is,  pay  a  tenth  parr  of  their 
efhites,  to  fupport  the  charge  of  fuch  extraordinary  forces 
as  their  turbulent  and  feditious  practices  obliged  him  to 
keep  up ;  for  which  purpofe  commiffioners  were  appointed 
in  every  county,  and  confiderable  fums  were  brought  into 
the  treafury.”  To  juftify  this  extraordinary  procedure, 
the  protedlor  publillied  another  declaration;  in  which  he 
complains  of  the  irreconcileablehefs  of  thofe  who  had  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  king,  towards  all  thofe  who  had  ferved  their 
country  on  the  fide  of  the  parliament;  that  they  were  now 
to  be  looked  upon  as  publick  enemies,  and  to  be  kept  from 
being  able  to  do  mifehief,  fince  it  fufficiently  appeared  that 
they  were  always  difpofed  to  do  all  they  could.  Upon  thefe 
accounts  he  thought  it  highly  jeafonable,  and  declares  it  to 
be  his  refolution,  that  if  any  defperate  attempts  were  under¬ 
taken  by  them  for  the  future,  the  whole  party  Ihould  fuller 
for  it. 

.  / 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  religion:  though  the  prefbyte- 
rian  difeipline  was  at  a  low  ebb,  it  was  Hill  the  eftablifhed 
religion  of  the  nation.  The  provincial  affembly  of  London 
continued  their  feffons  at  Sion  college  every'  half  year,  and 
endeavoured  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  minifierial  office. 
Complaint  having  been  made  that  the  pulpit  doors  were  let 
open  to  laymen,  and  gifted  brethren,  they  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  colleft  materials  for  the  vindication  of  the  minifterial 
character,  which  being  revifed  by  the  fynod,  was  publifhed 
this  fummer  under  the  title  of  Jus  Divinum  Mlniflerii  Evan - 
gelid,  or,  the  Divine  Right  of  an  iLvetngeacat  Mrni/lry,  in  two 
parts ,  By  the  provincial  tvjenibly  of  hondon,  FI  ith  art  appen¬ 
dix,  of  the  judgment  and  pradlice  of  antiquity, 

^  the  debates  of  path. intent  upetn  the  in  flvitment  d  Govern- 
ment  it  was  obferved,  that  by  the  thirtv-f.  v,  .th  artu  V  ad  ' 
who  profefed faith  in  God  by  Jefus .  Chrt/i  (hooid  he  froicEted 
in  then  religion**  1  liis  w<is  interpreted  to  imply  &c*rec- 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  19.7. 
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ment  in  fundamentals .  Upon  which  it  was  voted,  that  all 
Jhould  be  tolerated ,  or  indulged ,  who  prof ejfed  the  fundamentals 
of  chrijlianity  ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  nominate 
certain  divines  to  draw  up  a  catalogue  of  fundamentals  to  be 
prefented  to  the  houfe:  the  committee  being  about  fourteen, 
named  each  of  them  a  divine;  among  others  archbifhop  UJher 
was  nominated,  but  he  declining  the  affair,  Mr.  Baxter  was 
appointed  in  his  room:  the  reft  who  afted  were 


Dr.  Owen 
Dr.  Goodwin 
Dr.  Cheynel 
Mr..  Marfhal 
Mr.  Reyner 


Mr.  Nye 

Mr.  Sydrach  Simpfon 
Mr.  Vines 
Mr.  Manton 
Mr.  Jacomb . 


Mr.  Baxter *  would  have  perfuaded  his  brethren  to  offer 
the  committee  the  apoftles 3  creed ,  the  Lord's  prayer ,  and  the 
ten  commandments  alone,  as  containing  the  fundamentals  of 
religion ;  but  it  was  objected,  that  this  would  include focinians 
and  papijls.  Mr.  Baxter  replied,  that  it  was  fo  much  fitter 
for  a  centre  of  unity  or  concord,  becaufe  it  was  impoffible, 
in  his  opinion,  to  devife  a  form  of  words  which  hereticks 
would  not  fubfcribe,  when  they  had  perverted  them  to  their 
own  fenfe.  Thefe  arguments  not  prevailing,  the  following 
articles  were  prefented  to  the  committee,  but  not  brought 
into  the  houfe;  under  the  title  of  The  Principles  of  Faith ,  pre¬ 
fented  by  Mr .  Tho.  Goodwin,  Mr.  Nye,  Mr .  Sydrach 
Simpson,  and  other  minifters ,  to  the  committee  of  parliament 
for  religion ,  by  way  of  explanation  to  the  propofals for  propagating 
the  gofpeh  ' 

ijl .  That  the  holy  fcripture  is  that  rule  of  knowing  God ,  and 
living  unto  him ,  which  whofo  does  not  believe  cannot  be  faved. 

2  Theff.  ii.  10,  11,  12,  15.  1  Cor.  xv,  1,  2,  3.  2  Cor* 

i.  13.  John  v.  39.  2  Peter  ii.  1. 

adly.  That  there  is  a  God ,  who  is  the  creator ,  governor , 
and  judge  of  the  worlds  which  is  to  be  received  by  faith ,  and 
every  other  way  of  the  knowledge  of  him  is  infirfficient . 

Heb.  xi.  3,  6.  Rom.  i.  19,  20,  21,  22.  1  Cor.  i.  21* 

2  Theff.  i.  8. 


*  Life,  part  ii.  p.  198. 
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gdly.  That  this  God ,  who  is  the  creator ,  is  eternally  dif- 
tindt  from  all  creatures  in  his  being  and  bleJJ'ednefs . 

Rom.  i.  1 8,  25.  1  Cor.  viii.  5,  6. 

4 thly.  That  this  God  is  one  in  three  perfons  or  fuhfijlences. 
1  John  v.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  compared  with  John  viii.  17,  x8, 
19,  21.  Matth.  xxviii.  19,  compared  with  Ephcf.  iv.  4, 
5,  6.1  John  ii.  22,  23.  2  John,  ver.  9,  10. 

5/A/y.  •  That  Chrijl  is  the  only  mediator  between  God 
and  man ,  without  the  knowledge  of  whom  there  no  falvation . 

1  Tim.  ii.  4,  5,  6.  2  Tim.  iii.  15.  1  Jolm,  ii.  22.  A&$  iv. 

10,  12.  1  Cor.  iii.  10,  1 1. 

6  th  ly.  That  this  Jefus  Chrijl  is  the  true  God . 

1  John,  v.  29.  Ifaiah  xlv.  21,  22,  23,  24,  25. 
ythly.  That  this  Jefus  Chrijl  is  alfo  true  man . 

1  John,  iv.  2,  3.  2  John,  ver.  7. 

8  thly.  That  this  Jefus  Chrijl  is  God  and  man  in  one  p  erf  on. 

I  Tim.  iii.  16.  Matth.#xvi.  13,  14,  15,  \  6,  17,  18. 

9 thly*  That  this  'Jefus  Chrijl  is  our  redeemer ,  who  by 
paying  a  ranfom ,  and  bearing  our  fins ,  has  made  fatisfaffion 
for  them . 

Ifa.  liii.  11.  1  Pet.  ii.  24,  25.  1  Cor.  xv.  2,  3.  1  Tim.  ii. 
4?  5? 

lothly.  That  this  fame  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl  is  he  that  was  cru¬ 
cified  at  Jerufalem ,  and  rofe  again ,  #72^  afcended  into  heaven. 
John  viii.  24.  A&s  iv.  10,  11,  12.  A&s  x.  38,  39,  40, 
41,  42,  43.  1  Cor.  xv.  2,  3,  4*  5,  6,  7,  8.  A&s  xxii. 
8.  A&s  ii.  36. 

II  thly.  That  this  fame  Jefus  Chrijl ,  being  the  only  God 
and  man  in  one  perfon ,  remains  for  ever  a  dijlindt  perfon  from 
all  faints  and  angels ,  notwithjlanding  their  union  and  commu¬ 
nion  with  him. 

Col.  ii.  8,  9,  10,  19.  1  Tim.  iii.  16. 

1 2thly.  That  all  men  by  nature  are  dead  in  fins  and  tref- 

paffes;  and  no  man  can  befaved  unlefs  he  be  horn  again ,  repent , 
and  believe. 

John  iii.  3,  5,  6,  7,  10.  A&s  xvii.  30,  31.  A&sxxvi.  17, 

18,  19,  20.  Luke  xxiv.  47.  A&s  xx.  20,  21.  >  John 
v.  24,  25. 

1  gthly.  That  we  are  jujlified  and  faved  by  grace ,  and  faith 
in  Jefus  Chrijl ,  and  not  by  works. 

h  2  A&s 
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Afts  xv.  24,  compared  with  Gal.  i.  6,  7,  8,  9.  Gal.  v.  2, 
4?  5*  Rom.  ix.  31,  32,  33.  Rom.  x.  3,  4.  Rom.  i. 
16,  17.  Gal.  iii.  11.  Ephef.  ii.  8,9,  10, 

14 thly*  That  to  continue  in  any  known fiti^  upon  what  pre¬ 
tence  or  principle  fever ,  is  damnable. 

Rom.  i.  32.  Rom.  vi.  1,  2,  15,  16.  1  John,  i.  6,  8. 

1  J oho,  iii.  3 — 8.  2  Pet.  ii.  19,  20.  Rom.  viii.  13. 

1 5 thly.  That  God  is  to  be  worjhipped  according  to  his  own 
will;  'and  whofoever Jhall  forfake  and  defpife  all  the  duties  of  his 
worjhip  cannot  be  famed. 

Jer.  x.  15.  Pfalm  xiv.  4.  Jude,  ver.  18,  19,  20,  21. 
Rom.  x.  13. 

1 6thly.  1  hat  the  dead  Jhall  rife  ;  and  that  there  is  a  day  of 
judgment ,  wherein  all  fall  appear  fome  to  go  into  everlajling 
life ,  and  fome  into  everlajling  condemnation. 

1  Tim.  i.  19,  20,  compared  with  2  Tim.  ii.  17,  18.  A£ts 
xvii.  30,  31.  John  v.  28,  29.#  1  Cor.  xv.  19. 


Mr.  Baxter *  fays,  Dr.  Owen  worded  thefe  articles;  that 
Dr.  Goodwin ,  Mr.  Nye  and  Mr.  Simpfon  were  his  affiftants; 
that  Dr.  Cheynel  was  ferine;  and  that  Mr.  MarJhaJ  afober* 
worthy  man,  did  fomething;  but  that  the  reft  were  little  bet¬ 
ter  than  paffive.  He  adds,  that  twenty  of  their  propofitions 
were  printed,  though  in  my  copy,  licenfed  by  Scobel ,  there 
are  only  fixteen:  however,  the  parliament  being  abruptly  dif- 
folved  they  were  all  buried  in  oblivion. 

It  appears  by  thefe  articles,  that  thefe  divines  intended  to 
exclude,  not  only  deijls ^  focinians ,  and  papifts ,  but  arians ,  an - 
tinomians ,  quakers ,  and  others.  Into  fuch  difficulties  do  wife 
and  good  men  fall,  when  they  ufurp  the  kingly  office  of 
Chrift,  and  pretend  to  reftrain  that  liberty  which  is  the  birth¬ 
right  of  every  reafonable  creature.  It  is  an  unwarrantable 
prefumption  for  any  number  of  men  to  declare  what  is  fun¬ 
damental  in  the  chriftian  religion,  any  further  than  the  ferip- 
tures  have  exprefsly  declared  it.  It  is  one  thing  to  maintain 
a  doftrine  to  be  true,  and  another  to  declare,  that  without  the 
belief  of  it  no  man  can  be  faved:  none  may  fay  this  but  God 
himfelf.  Befides,  why  fhould  the  civil  magiftrate  protect  none 
but  thofe  who  profefs  faith  in  God  by  Jefus  Chrift ?  If  a  co¬ 
lony  of  Englifto  merchants  fbouid  fettle  among  the  Mahometans 

*  Life,  p.  205*  or 
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or  Chinefe ,  fliould  we  not  think  that  the  government  of  thofe 
countries  ought  to  protect  them  in  their  religion  as  long  as 
they  invaded  no  man’s  property,  and  paid  obedience  and  fub- 
miffion  to  the  government  under  which  they  lived?  Why 
then  fliould  chriflians  deny  others  the  fame  liberty? 

The  prote&or  and  his  council  were  in  more  generous  fen- 
timents  of  liberty,  as  will  appear  hereafter.4  Mr.  Baxter 
fays, |  the  protector  and  his  friends  gave  out,  that  they  could 
not  understand  what  the  magiftrates  had  to  do  in  matters  of  re¬ 
ligion ;  they  thought  that  all  men  Jhould  be  left  to  the  liberty  of 
their  own  confciences ,  and  that  the  magistrate  could  not  mterpofe 
without  enfnaring  himfelf  in  the  guilt  of  perf edition.  And  were 
not  thefe  juft  and  noble  fentiments,  though  the  parliament 
would  not  accept  them?  His  higlmefs  therefore,  in  his  fpeech 

at  their  diffolution,  reproaches  them  in  thefe  words  - 

cc  How  proper  is  it  to  labour  for  liberty,  that  men  fliould  not 
“  be  trampled  upon  for  their  confciences?  Had  we  not  lately 
<c  laboured  under  the  weight  of  perfecution;  and  is  it  fit  then 
“  to  fit  heavy  upon  others?  Is  it  ingenuous  to  afk  liberty,  and 
“  not  to  give  it?  What  greater  hypocrify,  than  for  thofe 
cc  who  were  oppreffed  by  the  bifliops  to  become  the  greatefl 
“  oppreffors  themfelves,  fo  foon  as  their  yoke  is  removed? 
“  I  could  wifh,  that  they  who  call  for  liberty  now  alfo,  had 
“  not  too  much  of  that  fpirit,  if  the  power  were  in  their  hands: 
£C  As  for  profane  perfons,  blafphemers,  fuch  as  preach  fedi- 
“  tion,  contentious  railers,  evil-fpeakers,  who  feek  by  evil 
cc  words  to  corrupt  good  manners,  and  perfons  of  loofe  con- 
<c  verfation,  punifhment  from  the  civil  magiftrate  ought  to 
“  meet  with  them;  becaufe  if  thefe  pretend  confcience,  yet 
£f  walking  diforderly,  and  not  according,  but  contrary  to  the 
cc  gofpel  and  natural  light,  they  are  judged  of  all,  and  their 
“  fins  being  open,  make  them  the  fubjeft  of  the  magiftrates* 
“  fword,  who  ought  not  to  bear  it  in  vain - ” 

Agreeable  to  thefe  principles.  Dr.  George  Bates ,  an  eminent 
royalift,  and  a  great  enemy  of  Cromwell's,  writes,  “  that  the 
“  proteftor  indulged  the  ufe  of  the  common-prayer  in  families, 

*  Bigotry,”  fays  Dr.  Harris ,  made  no  part  of  Cromwell's  chara&er:” 
and  he  proves  the  truth  of  his  aflertion  by  a  full  elucidation  and  a  minute 
detail.  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  37 — 45.  Ed. 

t  Life,  p.  193.  J  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  307, 

and 
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“  and  in  private  conventicles;  and  though  the  condition  of 
“  the  church  of  England  was  but  melancholy,  yet  (fays  the 
“■  doctor)  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  they  had  a  great  deal  more 
“  favour  and  indulgence  than  under  the  parliament;  which 
“  would  never  have  been  interrupted  had  they  not  infulted 
“  t5ie  Protector,  and  forfeited  their  liberty  by  their  feditious 
“  pra&oeSj  and  plottings  again  ft  his  perfon  and  government.” 

i  he  approbation  of  publick  minifters  had  been  hitherto 
referved  to  the  feveral  prefbyteries  in  city  and  country;  but 
the  prote&or  obferving  fome  inconvenience  in  this  method, 
and  not  being  willing  to  entruft  the  qualification  of  candidates 
al!  over  England  to  a  number  of prejbyterians  only,  who  might 
admit  none  but  thole  of  their  own  perfuafion,  contrived  a 
middle  way  of  joining  the  feveral  parties  together,  and  in¬ 
truding  the  affair  with  certain  commiflioners  of  each  deno¬ 
mination,  men  of  as  known  abilities  and  integrity  as  any  the 
nation  had.*  This  was  done  by  an  ordinance  of  council, 
bearing  date  March  20,  1653-4;  the  preamble  to  which  fets 
forth,  “  that  whereas  for  fome  time  part,  there  had  not  been 
“  any  certain  courfe  eftablifhed  for  fupplying  vacant  places 
“  with  able  and  fit  perfons  to  preach  the  gofpel,  by  reafon 
■  •  whereof  the  rights  and  titles  of  patrons  were  prejudiced, 
and  many  weak,  fcandalous,  popiflr,  and  ill-affected  perfons 
“  had  intruded  themfelves,  or  been  brought  in;  for  remedy 
“  of  which  it  is  ordained  by  his  highnefs  the  lord  protestor, 
“•  by  and  with  the  confent  of  his  council,  that  every  perfon 
“  who  fliall,  after  the  25th  of  March,  1654,  be  prefented, 

“  nominated,  chofen,  or  appointed  to  any  benefice  with  care 
“  of  fouls,  or  to  any  publick  fettled  ledture  in  England  or 
“  Wales,  fliall,  before  he  be  admitted,  be  examined  and  ap- 
“  proved  by  the  perfons  hereafter  named,  to  be  a  perfon,  for 
“  the  grace  of  God  in  him,  his  holy  and  unblamable  con- 
“  verfation,as  alfo  for  his  knowledge  and  utterance,  able  and 
“  fit  to  preach  the  gofpel.”  Among  the  commillioners  were 
eight  or  nine  laymen,  the  reft  minifters;  their  names  were, 


Francis  Rou/e,  efq; 
Alderman  Titchbourne 
Mark  Hildejley,  efq; 


Thomas  Wood ,  efq; 
John  Sadler,  efq; 
William  Gojfe ,  efq; 


*  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  72.  f  Scobel,  p.  279. 
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Thomas  St.  Nicholas ,  efq; 

William  Packer ,  efq; 

Edward  Crejfet ,  efq; 

Rev.  Dr.  John  Owen 

Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin 
Dr.  Arrowfmith 
Dr.  Tuckney 
Dr.  Horten 
Thankful  Owen ,  M.  A. 
Mr.  Jofeph  Caryl 
Mr.  Philip  Nye 
Mr.  William  Carter 
Mr.  Sydrach  Simpfon 
Mr.  William  Greenhill 
Mr.  William  Strong 
Dr.  Thomas  Manton 


Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Slater 
Mr.  William  Cooper 
Mr.  Stephen  Marjhall 
John  lombes ,  B.  D. 

Mr.  Walter  Craddock 
Mr.  Samuel  Fairclough 
Mr.  Hu  Hi  Peters 
Mr.  Peter  S terry 
Mr.  Samuel  Bamjord 
Thomas  Valentine,  o^Cha - 
ford ,  B.  D. 

Mr.  Henry  JeJfe 
Mr.  Obadiah  Sedgwick 
Mr.  Nicholas  Lockyer 
Mr.  Dan .  Dike 
Mr.  James  Ruff  el 
Mr.  Nath.  Campfield. 


Thefe  were  commonly  called  tryers;  in  all  thirty-eight; 
of  whom  fome  were  prefbyterians,  others  independants,  and 
two  or  three  were  baptifts.  Any  five  were  fufficient  to  ap¬ 
prove;  but  no  number  under  nine  had  power  to  rejeft  a  per¬ 
son  as  unqualified.  In  cafe  of  death,  or  removal  of  any  of 
the  commiflioners,  their  numbers  were  to  be  filled  up  by  the 
proteftor  and  his  council;  or  by  the  parliament  if  fitting. 
But  fome  of  the  prefbyterian  divines  declined  afting,  for  want 
of  a  better  authority;  or  becaufe  they  did  not  like  the  com¬ 
pany;  though  the  authority  was  as  good  as  any  thefe  times 
could  produce  till  the  next  feflfions  of  parliament.*  By  an 
ordinance  of  Sept.  2, 1654,  I  find  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Rowe , 
Mr.  John  Bond ,  Mr.  George  Griffith  of  the  Charter-houfe , 
Mr.  John  Turner ,  and  Godfrey  Bofville ,  efq;  added  to  the 
commiflioners  above-mentioned. 

To  fuch  as  were  approved,  the  commiflioners  gave  an  in- 
Jlrument  in  writing  under  a  common  feal  for  that  purpofe,  by 
virtue  of  which  they  were  put  into  as  full  pofleffion  of  the 
living  to  which  they  were  nominated  or  chofen,  as  if  they 
had  been  admitted  by  inflitution  and  induction. 

It  was  further  provided,  that  all  who  prefented  themfelves 
for  approbation  fliould  produce  a  certificate  figned  by  three 
perfons  at  leafl  of  known  integrity,  one  of  whom  to  be  a 


*  Scobef  p.  366, 


preacher 
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preacher  of  the  gofpel  in  fome  fettled  place,  teftifying  on 
r  Pedonal  knowledge,  the  holy  and  good  converfation  of 
the  perfon  to  be  admitted;  which  certificate  was  to  be  re- 
gutered  and  filed. ,  And  all  penalties  for  not  fubfcribing,  or 
reading  the  articles  of  religion,  according  to  the  a£l  of  1 7th  £liz. 
were  to  ceaje  and  be  void . 

And  lor  as  much  as  fome  perfons  might  have  been  prefer¬ 
red  to  livings  within  the  lait  twelvemonth,  when  there  was 
no  fettled  method  of  approbation,  the  ordinance  looks  back, 
ff  01  dams,  “  that  no  perfon  who  had  been  placed  in  any 
benefice  or  lecture  fince  April  i,  1653,  Should  be  allowed 
to  continue  in  it,  unlefs  he  got  liimfelf  approved  by  the 
“  24th  of  June,  or  at  furtheft  the  23d  of  July,  1654.” 

„  It  is  opfervable,  that  this  ordinance  provides  no  fecurity 
tor  the  civil  government,  the  commiffioners  not  being  im- 
powered  to  adminifter  an  oath  of  allegiance  or  fidelity  to  the 
pioteftor.  By  this  means  fome  of  the  fequeftered  clergy, 
taking  advantage  of  the  aft  of  oblivion  in  1651,  paffedtheir 
trials  before  the  commiffioners  and  returned  to  their  livings. 
The  protcftor  being  advifed  of  this  defeft,  by  advice  of  his 
council,  publilhed  an  additional  ordinance.  Sept.  2,  1654,  re¬ 
quiring  the  commiffioners  not  to  give  admiffion  to  any  who 
had  been  fequeftered  from  their  ecclefiaftical  benefices  for 
delinquency,  til!  by  experience  of  their  conformity,  andfub- 
milhon  to  the  prefect  government,  his  highnefs  and  his  council 
fhquld  be  fatisfied  of  their  fitnefs  to  be  admitted  into  ecclefi¬ 
aftical  promotions;  and  the  fame  to  be  fignified  to  the  laid 
commiffioners.*'  Both  thefe  ordinances  were  confirmed  by 
parliament  in  the  year  1656,  with  this  provifo,  “  that  the 
“  commiffioners  appointed  by  his  highnefs  in  the  intervals  of 
tc  parliament  fhould  afterwards  be  confirmed  by  the  fucceed- 
“  mg  parliament.”  Another  defeft  in  the  ordinance  was, 
that  it  did  not  appoint  fome  ftandard  or  rule  for  the  tryers 
to  go  by;  this  would  have  taken  off  all  odium  from  them- 
felves,  and  prevented  a  great  many  needlefs  difputes;  but  as 
matters  now  flood,  men’s  qualifications  were  perhaps  left  too 
much  to  the  arbitrary  opinions  and  votes  of  the  commiffioners. 
After  examination  they  gave  the  candidate  a  copy  of  the  pre- 
fentation  in  thefe  words  :f  “  Know  all  men  by  thefe  prefents, 

*  Scobel,  p.  366.  f  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  247. 
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<c  that  the  - - -  day  of" - —  in  the  year  - — there  was 

•  <c  exhibited  to  the  commiffioners  for  examination  of  publick 

“  minift ers,  a  prefentation  of  Mr. - to  the  reftory  of 

€c - 5  in  the  county  of - made  to  him  by  Mr. - , 

the  patron  thereof,  under  his  hand  and  feal,  together  with 
a  teftimony  of  his  holy  and  godly  converfation.  Upon  pe- 
rufal,  and  due  confideration  of  the  premifesj  and  finding 
€C  him  to  be  a  perfon  qualified,  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance  for 
cc  fuch  qualifications  is  required,  the  commiffioners  above- 
mentioned  have  adjudged  and  approved  the  faid  Mr.  — 
“  —  to  be  a  fit  perfon  to  preach  the  gofpel,  and  have  granted 

“  him  admiffion,  and  do  admit  the  faid  Mr. - to 

“  the  reflory  of - aforefaid,  to  be  full  and  perfeft  pof- 

feffor  and  incumbent  thereof:  and  do  hereby  fignify  to  all 
**  perfons  concerned  therein,  that  he  is  hereby  intitled  to  all 
the  profits  and  perquifites,  and  to  all  rights  and  dues  inci- 
dent  and  belonging  to  the  faid  reftory,  as  fully  and  effec- 
tually  as  if  he  had  been  inflituted  and  inducted  according 
4C  to  any  fuch  laws  and  cuftoms  as  have  in  this  cafe  formerly 
been  made  or  ufed  in  this  realm.  In  witnefs  whereof  they 
have  caufed  the  common  feal  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
<c  the  fame  to  be  attefted  by  the  hand  of  the  regifier,  by  his 

<c  bigbnefs  in  that  behalf  appointed.  Dated  at - the 

~ — —  day  of  — t —  in  the  year - 

(£•  S.)  yohn  Nye ,  Reg. 


Loud  complaints  have  been  made  again!!:  fto^fe  tryers; 
Mr.  Collier  objects  to  there  being  eight  laymen  among  the 
commiffioners,  and  that  any  five  having  power  to  aft,  it  might 
fometimes  happen  that  none  but  fecular  men  might  determine 
the  qualifications  of  fuch  who  were  to  preach  and  adminiiter 
the  facraments. 

Mr.  John  Goodwin ,  an  independant  divine  of  arminian 
principles,  obferves,  the  fryers  made  their  own  narrow  cal- 
•vinian  fentiments  in  divinity  the  door  of  admiffion  to  all  church 
preferments;  and  that  their  power  was  greater  titan  that  of 
the  bilhops,  becaufe  the  laws  had  provided  a  remedy  againfit 
their  arbitrary  proceedings,  by  a  quare  impedit;  or  if  the  bi- 
ffiop  might  determine  abfolutely  of  the  qualifications  of  the 
candidate  or  clerk  to  be  admitted  into  a  living,  yet  thefe  qua- 

lifications 
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lifications  were  fufficiently  fpecified,  and  particularized  in  the 
ccclefiafti'cal  laws  or  canons,  and  the  bifliop  might  be  obliged, 
by  due  courfe  of  law,  to  affign  the  reafons  of  his  refufal; 
whereas  the  determinations  of  thefe  commiffioners  for  -appro* 
button  were  final ;  nor  were  they  obliged  fo  much  as  to  fpecify 
any  reafon  for  their  rejefting  any  perfon,  but  only  their  vote, 
not  approved . 

It  was  further  complained  of  as  a  very  great  hardfhip,  that 
4t  there  was  but  one  fet  of  fryers  for  the  whole  nation,  who 
“  refided  always  at  London,  which  muft  occafion  great  ex* 
“  pence,  and  long  journies,  to  fuch  as  lived  in  the  remoter 
44  countries.”  But  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  Dr.  Walker 
fays,*  they  appointed  fub-commiffioners  in  the  remoter  coun¬ 
tries.  And  (according  to  Mr.  Baxter )  if  any  were  unable 
to  come  to  London,  or  were  of  doubtful  qualifications,  the 
commiffioners  of  London  ufed  to  refer  them  to  fome  minifters 
in  the  country  where  they  lived;  and  under  their  teftimonial 
they  approved  or  rejefted  them.  Amidfl:  fuch  variety  of  fen- 
timents  it  was  next  to  impoffible  to  pleafe  all  parties;  when 
there  were  no  fryers ,  the  complaint  was,  that  the  pulpit  doors 
were  left  open  to  all  intruders,  and  now  they  cannot  agree 
upon  any  one  method  of  examination.  And  it  mull  be  left 
to  every  one’s  judgment,  whether  a  bifliop  and  his  chaplain, 
or  a  claffis  of  prefoyters,  or  the  prefent  mixture,  of  laity  and 
clergy  be  mod  eligible. 

The  chief  obL^lions  againft  thefe  tryers  has  been  to  the 
manner  of^^uting  their  powers.  Bifliop  Kennet  fays,f 
44  that  thfSnoly  inquifition  was  turned  into  a  fnare  to  catch 
44  men  of  probity  and  lenfe,  and  found  divinity,  and  to  let 
44  none  efcape  but  ignorant,  bold,  canting  fellows;  for  thefe 
44  tryers  (fays  the  bifliop)  afked  few  or  no  queftions  in  know- 
4C  ledge  or  learning,  but  only  about  converfion,  and  the  grace. 
44  of  God  in  the  heart,  to  which  the  readied  anfwers  would 
44  arife  from  infatuation  in  fome,  and  the  trade  of  hypocrify 
44  in  others.  By  this  means  the  rights  of  patronage  were  at 
44  their  pleafure,  and  the  charafter  and  abilities  of  divines 
44  whatever  they  pleafed  to  make  them,  and  churches  were 
44  filled  with  little  creatures  of  the  ftate-”  But  the  bifliop 
has  produced  no  examples  of  this;  nor  were  any  of  thefe 

*  Walker,  p,  172.  +  Complete  Hiftory,  p.  209. 
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canting  little  creatures  turned  out  for  infufficiency  at  the  re- 
ftoration.  Dr.  George  Bates ,  an  eminent  royalift,  with  a  little 
more  temper  and  truth,  fays,  44  that  they  enquired  more  nar- 
44  rowly  into  their  affe&ion  to  the  prefent  government,  and 
44  into  the  internal  marks  and  charafter  of  the  grace  of  God 
44  in  their  heart,  than  into  their  learning;  by  which  means 
44  many  ignorant  laicks,  mechanicks,  and  pedlars,  were  ad- 
44  mitted  to  livings,  when  perfons  of  greater  merit  were  re- 
44  jefted.”  But  it  may  be  obferved  again,  ‘that,  ignorant, 
as  they  were,  not  one  of  the  mechanicks  or  pedlars  who  con¬ 
formed  at  the  reftoration  was  ejefted  for  infufficiency.  When 
the  commiffioners  had  to  do  with  perfons  of  known  learning, 
fobriety,  reputed  orthodoxy,  and  a  peaceable  behaviour,  they 
made  but  little  enquiry  into  the  marks  of  their  converfion ; 
as  appears  from  the  example  of  Mr.  Fuller  the  hiftorian,  who 
being  prefented  to  a  living  was  approved  by  the  fryers,  with¬ 
out  giving  any  other  evidence  of  the  grace  of  God  in  him 
than  this,  that  he  made  confcience  of  his  thoughts . 

Dr.  Walker  has  publiffied  the  examinations  of  two  or  three 
clergymen,  who  were  notorious  for  their  malignity  and  dif- 
affeftion  to  the  government,  whom  the  commiffioners  puzzled 
with  dark  and  abflrufe  questions  in  divinity,  that  they  might 
fet  them  afide,  without  encountering  their  political  principles ; 
for  when  they  had  private  intimations  of  notorious  malignants 
to  come  before  them,  they  frequently  had  recourfe  to  this 
method;  though  it  is  not  unlikely  that  upon  fome  other  oc- 
cafions,  they  might  lay  too  great  ftrefs  upon  the  internal 
charaftersof  regeneration,  the  truth  of  which  depends  entire¬ 
ly  upon  the  integrity  of  the  refpondent.  But  I  believe  not  a 
fingle  inftance  can  be  produced,  of  any  who  were  rejected  for 
infufficiency  without  being  firft  convifted  either  of  immorality, 
of  obnoxious  fentiments  in  the  focinian  or  pelagian  contro- 
verfy,  or  of  difaffeftion  to  the  prefent  government.  Mr.  Sadler , 
who  was  prelented  to  a  living  in  Dorfetffiire,  butrejefted  by 
ihe  tryers ,  publiffied  his  examination  in  a  pamphlet,  which  he 
calls,  Inquifitio  Anglic  ana,  wherein  he  endeavours  to  expofe 
the  commiffioners  in  a  very  contemptuous  manner;  but  Mr. 
John  Nye ,  clerk  to  the  commiffioners,  followed  him  with  an 
anfwer,  intitled,  Sadler  examined ;  or,  his  difguife  dif covered: 
{hewing  the  grofs  miftakes,  and  molt  notorious  falfehoods 
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in  his  dealings  with  the  commiffioners  for  approbation  of 
publick  preachers,*  in  his  Inquifitio  Anglicana .  To  which 
Mr.  Sadler  never  replied. 

Doctor  George  Bates ,  and  Dr.  Walker ,  have  charged  the 
fryers,  with  fimony,  upon  no  other  proof,  but  that  Hugh 
Peters  faid  once  to  Mr.  Campling  a  clergyman  of  Somerfet- 
ilrire,  upon  his  applying  to  him,  by  a  friend,  for  difpatch. 
Has  thy  friend  any  money?  A  (lender  proof  of  fo  heavy  a 
charge.  They'who  are  acquainted  with  the  jocofe  conver¬ 
sion  of  Hugh  Peters ,  will  not  wonder  at  fuch  an  expreffion. 
But  I  refer  the  reader  back  to  the  names  and  characters  of 
the  commiflioners,  inoft  of  whom  were  men  of  unqueflionable 
probity,  for  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  this  calumny. 

No  doubt  the  tryers  did  commit  fundry  miftakes,  which  it 
was  hardly  poffible  to  avoid  in  their  nation.  I  am  far  from 
vindicating  all  their  proceedings;  they  had  a  difficult  work 
on  their  hands,  lived  in  times  when  the  extent  of  chriifian  li¬ 
berty  was  not  well  underflood,  had  to  deal  with  men  of  diffe¬ 
rent  principles  in  religion  and  politicks;  and  thofe  who  were 
not  approved ,  would  of  courfe  complain.  Had  this  power  been 
lodged  with  the  bifhops  of  thefe  times,  or  their  chaplains;  or 
with  the  high  prefbyterians,  would  they  not  have  had  their 
Jhibboleth ,  for  which  ill-natured  men  might  have  called  them  an 
holy  inquifition?  But  Mr.  Baxter  has  given  a  very  fair  and  can¬ 
did  account  of  them;  his  words  are  thefe,  cc  Becaufe  this  af- 
fembly  of  tryers  is  mofl  heavily  accufed  and  reproached  by 
cc  fome  men,  I  fhall  fpeak  the  truth  of  them,  and  fuppofe  my 
“  word  will  be  taken,  becaufe  mofl  of  them  took  me  for  one  of 
cc  their  boldefl  adverfaries:  the  truth  is,  though  their  au- 
thority  was  null,  and  though  fome  few  over-rigid  and  over- 
“  bufy  independants  among  them  were  too  fevere  againfl  all 
that  were  arminians ,  and  too  particular  in  enquiring  after 
evidences  of  fanctification  in  thofe  whom  they  examined; 
u  and  fomewhat  .too  lax  in  admitting  of  unlearned  and  erro- 
neous  men,  that  favoured  antimonianifm  or  anabaptifm ;  yet, 
to  give  them  their  due,  they  did  abundance  of  good  to  the 
church.  They  faved  many  a  congregation  from  ignorant, 

“  ungodly,  drunken  teachers,  that  fort  of  men  who  intend 
no  more  in  the  miniflry  than  to  fay  a  fermon,  as  readers 

*  A  then.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  370. 
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46  fay  their  common  prayers  on  Sunday ,  and  all  the  reft  of 
“  the  week  go  with  the  people  to  the  ale-houfe,  and  harden 
«  them  in  fin;  and  that  fort  of  minifters  who  either  preached 
“  againft  a  holy  life,  or  preached  as  men  that  were  never 
«  acquainted  with  it:  thefe  they  dually  rejected,  and  in  their 
44  ftead  admitted  of  any  that  were  able,  ferious  preachers, 
“  and  lived  a  godly  life,  of  what  tolerable  opinion  foever  they 
44  were;  fo  that  though  many  of  them  were  a  little  partial  for 
44  the  independants,  feparatifts,  fifth  monarchy  men,  and  an- 
44  abap tills,  and  againft  the  prelatifts  and  arminians,  yet  fo 
44  great  was  the  benefit  above  the  hurt  which  they  brought 
44  to  the  church,  that  many  thoufands  of  fouls  bleffed  God 
44  for  the  faithful  minifters  whom  they  let  in,  and  grieved 
44  when  the  prelatifts  afterwards  call  them  out  again/5* 

-  The  commiffioners  were  not  empowered  to  look  further 
back  than  one  year,  before  the  date  of  the  ordinance  that 
conftituted  them.  All  who  were  in  poffeffion  of  livings  be¬ 
fore  that  time  were  out  of  their  reach;  nor  would  xht  pro¬ 
testor  have  given  thefe  any  difturbance,  had  he  not  received 
certain  information  of  their  ftirring  up  the  people,  to  join  the 
infurre&ion  that  was  now  on  foot  for  the  reftoration  of  the 
king.  They  continued  fitting  at  Whitehall  till  the  protector’s 
death,  or  the  year  1659,  and  were  then  difcontinued. 

But  to  humble  the  clergy  yet  further,  and  keep  them  within 
the  bounds  of  their  fpiritual  fun&ion,  his  highnefs,  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  publilhed  an  ordinance,  bearing  date 
Aug.  28,  1 65 4f  entitled,  an  ordinance  for  ejefting fcandalousy 
ignorant ,  and  infiifficient  minifters  and  fchool-m  afters.  The 
ordinance  appoints  and  nominates  certain  lay-commijftoners  for 
every  county y  and  joins  with  them  ten  or  more  of  the  graved, 
and  moft  noted  minifters,  as  their  affiftants,  and  empowers 
any  five,  or  more  of  them,  to  call  before  them  any  publick 
preacher,  le&urer,  parfon,  vicar,  curate,  or  fchool-mafter, 
who  is  or  {hall  be  reputed  ignorant,  fcandalous ,  infiifficient , 
or  negligent ;  and  to  receive  all  articles  or  charges  that  lhall 
be  exhibited  againft  them  on  this  account;  and  to  proceed  to 
the  examination  aud  determination  of  fuch  offences,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  following  rules,  f. 

•  • 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  72.  f  Scobel,  p.  335,  340. 
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“  Such  minifters  and  fchool-mafters  (hall  be  accounted 
Jcandalous  m  their  lives  and  converfations,  as  ihall  hold  or 
maintain  fuch  blaiphemous  or  atheiftical  opinions,  as  are 
punifhable  by  the  act,  entitled  an  aft  againft  feveral  blaf- 
“  phemous  and  atheiftical  opinions,  &c.  or  that  {hall  be  guilty 
2  of  profane  fwearing  and  curbing,  peijury,  and  fubornation 
oi*  perjui  y  j  fuch  as  maintain  any  popifli  opinions,  required 
“  to  be  abjured  by  the  oath  of  abjuration;  or  are  guilty  of 
adultery,  fornication,  drunkennefs,  common  haunting  of 
taverns,  or  ale-houfes;  frequent  quarrellings  or  fightings  * 
“  frequent  playing  at  cards  or  dice;  profaning  of  the  fabbath 5 
“  or  that  do  allow  and  countenance  the  fame  in  their  families, 
or  in  theii  panfhes.  Such  as  have  frequently  read  or  ufed 
“  the  common  prayer  book  in  publick  fmce  thefirjl  of  Jan.  lajl ; 

or  fhall  at  any  time  hereafter  do  the  fame.  Such  as  pub- 
“  hckly  and  profanely  feoff  at  the  drift  profeffion,  or  pro- 
“  feffors  of  godiinefs.  Such  as  encourage,  or  countenance 
“  Whitfon-ales ,  wakes ,  morrice-dancing,  may-poles  ,fiage-pla^ 
“  or  fuch-like  licentious  praftices.  Such  as  have  declared, 
“  or  |hall  declare  by  writing,  preaching,  or  otherwife  pub- 
“  lifhing,  their  difaffeftion  to  the  prefent  government. 

“  Such  minifters  fliall  be  accounted  negligent ,  as  omit  the 
“  publick  exercife  of  preaching  and  praying  on  the  Lord’s 
“  day  (not  being  hindered  by  neceffary  abfence  or  infirmity 
“  of  body;)  or  that  are,  or  fhall  be  non-refidents.  Such 
“  fchool-mafters  fhall  be  accounted  negligent  as  abfent  them- 
“  felves  from  their  fchools,  and  wilfully  negleft  to  teach  their 
“  fcholars.  ' 

“  Such  minifters  or  fchool-mafters  fliall  be  accounted  igno- 
“  rant  and  mfufficient ,  as  fliall  be  fo  declared  and  adjudged  by 
“  the  commiflioners  in  every  county,  or  any  five  of  them, 

“  together  with  five  of  the  minifters  mentioned  in  the  ordi- 
te  nance.”  \ 

The  lay-commifiioners  were  to  proceed  upon  oath,  both 
for  and  againft  the  perfon  accufed ;  but  in  cafes  of  ignorance 
or  infufficiency ,  they  were  to  be  joined  by  five  of  the  affiftant 
clergy  at  leaft;  and  if  ten  of  the  commiflioners,  whereof  five 
to  be  minifters,  gave  it  under  their  hands,  that  the  party  was 
ignorant  or  infufficient ,  then  the  faid  minifter  or  fchool-mafter 
was  to  be  ejefted,  and  the  faid  judgment  entered  in  a  regifter- 
,  v  T  book 
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book  with  the  reafons  thereof.  After  ejectment,  the  party 
might  not  preach  or  teach  fchool  in  the  parifh  from  whence 
he  was  ejected;  but  convenient  time  was  to  be  allowed  for 
his  removal,  and  the  fifths  referved  for  the  fupport  of  his 
family.  The  rightful  patron  was  to  prefent  to  the  vacant 
living  an  approved  preacher;  and  in  cafe  of  lapfe  it  fell  to 
the  proteftor  and  his  council. 

.This  ordinance  being  confirmed  by  the  parliament  of  1656, 
gave  great  offence  to  the  old  clergy ;  Mr.  G afford ,  the  fequef- 
tered  reftor  of  Denington,  publifhed  a  pamphlet,  entitled  a 
Petition  for  the  vindication  of  the  ufe  of  Common-Prayer ,  &c. 
occafioned  by  the  late  ordinance  for  ejecting  fcandalous  mi- 
nifters;  as  alfo  tliirty-feven  queries  concerning  thefaid  ordi¬ 
nance;  which  he  prefented  to  the  parliament,  which  met 
2$ept.  3,  1654;  but  they  took  no  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  Gatford  obferves,  that  the  proteftor  and  his  council 
had  no  legal  authority  to  make  this,  or  any  other  ordinance, 
without  confent  of  a  parliament:  whereas  the  injlrument  of 
government  empowered  them  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate,  by  making  laws  till  the  parliament  fhould  meet.  He 
obferves  further,  that  fuch  a  proceeding  muff  juftify  his  late 
majefly  and  council  in  all  their  illegal  proceedings  before  the 
civil  wars;  that  it  would  juftify  the  high  commiffion  court; 
and  that  by  the  fame  authority,  an  ordinance  might  be  pub- 
Jifhed  to  ejeft  freeholders  out  of  their  eftates. 

He  complains,  that  the  power  of  the  commiffioners  is  final, 
and  admits  of  no  appeal;  that  it  looks  back  to  crimes  ante¬ 
cedent  to  the  law  for  a  twelvemonth ;  whereas  it  ought  only 
to  declare,  that  for  the  future  fuch  offences  {hall  be  punifhed 
with  deprivation, 

That  the  commiffioners  who  were  to  fit  in  judgment  upon 
the  clergy  were  all  laymen ,  the  minifters  being  called  in  only 
in  cafes  of  ignorance  and  infufficiency;  that  the  ordinance 
admits  of  the  oath  of  one  witnefs,  provided  it  be  fupported 
with  other  concurrent  evidence,  which  is  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  God  and  man. 

That  fome  crimes  in  the  ordinance  were  none  at  all,  and 
others  of  a  very  doubtful  nature;  as  how  often  a  minilfer 
omitting  to  pray  and  preach  in  his  pulpit  fhould"  render  him 
negligent;  and  what  fhouid  be  deemed  non-re fid'ence .  Above 
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all,  he  complains  that  the  publick  reading  of  the  common- 
prayer  fhould  be  ranked  with  the  fins  of  fwearing  and  drunk- 
cnnefs,  and  be  an  evidence  of  a  fcandalous  life  and  conver- 


A 


fation ;  which  obfervation  was  unqueftionably  juft. 

To  give  the  reader  an  example  or  two  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  commiffioners:  thofe  for  Berkfhire  fummoned  Dr. 
Pordage ,  reftor  of  Bradfield,  to  appear  before  them  at  Speen- 
liam-Land,  near  Newbury,  to  anfwer  to  divers  articles  of 
blafphemy  and  herefy .  After  fevera!  days  hearing,  and  wit- 
nefles  produced  on  both  fides,  the  commiffioners  determined 
Dec.  8,  1654,  that  the  faidilo&or  was  guilty  qf  denying  the 
deity  of  Chrift;  the  merits  of  his  precious  blood  and  paffion; 
and  feveral  other  fuch-like  opinions.  It  is  further  declared 
under  the  hands  of  fix  of  the  commiffioners,  and  a  fufficient 
number  of  mintfters  their  affiftants,  that  the  laid  doftor  was 


ignorant,  and  infufficient  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry;  it  is 
therefore  ordered,  that  the  faid  doftor  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
ejected  out  of  the  reftory  of  Bradfield,  and  the  profits  thereof; 
but  the  faid  commiffioners  do  grant  him  time,  till  the  2d  of 
Feb.  to  remove  himfelf,  his  family,  his  goods  and  chattels, 
out  of  the  faid  parfonage-houfe;  and  further  time  to  remove 
his  corn  out  of  the  bams,  till  the  23d  of  March. 

The  Oxford  hiftorian  fa)  rs,  this  Pordage  was  a  Dottor  by 
Charientifmus ,  and  had  been  preacher  of  St.  Lawrence  church 
in  Reading  before  he  came  to  Bradfield.*  That  he  was  a 
inyflick  enthufiaft,  andufed  to  talk  of  the  fiery  deity  ofChri/i 
dwelling  in  the  foul ,  and  mixing  itfelf  with  our  fiejhft  He 
dealt  much  in  aftrology ,  and  pretended  to  eonverfe  with  the 
world  of  fpirits.  After  his  ejeftment  he  wrote  againft  the 
commiffioners  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  hmocency  appearing; 
which  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Chrifiopher  Fowler ,  vicar  of  St, 


*  Athens  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  450. 

f  Mr.  Neal  is  not  correct  here.  For,  as  Dr.  Grey  obferves,  this  paflage 
is  not  in  the  Oxford  hiftorian.  It  is  probable  that  Mr,  Neal  took  this  charge 
againft  Dr.  Pordage ,  either  from  his  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
iniftidners,  or  from  Mr*  Fowler* s  animadverlions:  though,  by  not  fpecifying 
his  author,  the  reader  is  led  to  fuppofe  that  the  whole  paragraph  is  grounded 
on  the  reprefen  ration  of  the  Oxford  hiftorian.  He,  it  fhould  be  alfo  noticed, 
does  not  afcribe  a.fkill  in  aftrology  to  Dr.  Pordage ;  but  fays,  that  “  Mr. 
“  Jftjmoh  commended  him  for  his  knowledge  in,  or  great  afFeflion  to, 
“  aftronomy N  Ed. 
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*  Mary  Reading  in  his  dominium  meridianum .  However,  the 
doftor  wa§  reftorcd  to  his  living  at  Bradfield  at  the  reftoration. 

The  Wiltfhire  commiflioners  fummoned  Mr  .Walter  Bujh - 
tlbIi  vicar  of  Box  near  Malmfbury,  before  them,  to  anfv,  ci  to 
a  charge  of  drunkennefs,  profanation  of  the  fab  bath,  gaming, 
and  difaffettion  to  the  government ;*  and  alter  a  full  hearing, 
and  proof  upon  oath,  they  ejected  him.  I  he  vicai  prepared 
for  the  prefs,  4  a  Narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
miflioners  appointed  by  0.  Cromwell  lor  ejecting  fcandalous 
and  ignorant  minifters,  in  the  cafe  of  Walter  Bufmel ,  &c.  but 
it  was  not  printed  till  the  king’s  reftoration;  and  even  then 
the  commiflioners  did  themfelves  jultice  in  a  reply,  which 
they  entitled,  a, vindication  of  the  Marlborough  conuniffonei  s, 
by  the  commiffioners  thenf elves .  And  Dr.  Chambers,  who  was 
reproached  by  the  faid  . Sujhfiel,  did  himfeh"  juftice  in  a  diftmff 
vindication.  -However,  the  vicar  was  relfoi  ed  to  his  vicai  age 
in  a  lump  with  the  reft  at  the  reitoration. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  induftrious  Dr.  Walker  fays,  he  can 
find  no  footfteps  of  the  numbers  of  the  clergy  that  were 
-ejefted  by  the  commiflioners,  though  he  imagines  they  might 
be  conflderable.  But  I  am  well  fatisfied  there  were  none  of 
any  conflderable  character ;  for  there  were  not  a  great  many 
zealous  loyalifts  in  livings  at  this  time ;  and  thofe  that  were 
♦had  the  wifdom  to  be  fiient  about  publick  affairs,  while  they 
faw  the  eyes  of  the  government  were  upon  them  in  every 
corner  of  the  land.  The  commiflioners  continued  to  aft  till 
feme  time  after  the  protector’s  death,  and  were  a  greater 
terror  to  the  fanatic*  and  vifionaries  of  thofe  times  ,thau  to  the 
regular  clergy  of  any  denomination. 

The  protector  and  his  council  paffed  another  ordinance, 
Auguft  30,  for  the  fervice  of  Wales,  appointing  fir  Hugh 
Owen ,  and  about  eighteen  other  commiflioners,  for  the  fix 
'  counties  of  South-Wales,  with  the  county  of  Monmouth; 
and  Matthew  Morgan,vt\lh  abouttwelve  other  commiflioners, 
for  the  fix  counties  of  North- Wales;  any  three  of  which 
were  empowered  to  call  before  them  all  fuch  who,*  by  au- 

. .  A  s'  <!• 

*  This  laft,  Dr.  Grey  fuppofes,  was  the  main  reafon ;  For  JVi 'nod  fays,  “  he 
c<  continued  at  Box  in^W  efteem  the  greateftpart  of  the  interrupted  times, 
“  but  was  at  length  eje&ed  From  Ms  living  in  the  reign  of  Oliver”  Athene 
Oxon,  vol.  ii,  p.  273,  Ed. 
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thority  of  th< fad  for  propagating  the  gofpel  in  Wales,  had 

received  or  difpofed  of  any  of  the  profits  of  the  reftories 

vicarages,  & c.  m  that  principality;  and  to  give  an  account 

upon  oath,  of  all  fuch  rents  and  profits;  and  the  furplus 

money  in  the  hands  of  the  commilhoners,  to  be  paid  into  the 
exchequer.*  m 

.  T.°  fet  t.h‘^afair  before  the  reader  in  one  view:  The  prin- 
cipahty  of  Wales,  by  reafon  of  the  poverty  of  the  people, 
and  the  fmall  endowments  of  church  livings,  was  never  well 
upp  le  wit  a  learned  or  pious  clergy;  the  people  were 
generally  very  ignorant,  and  only  one  remove  from  heathens. 
ln, !  64ia  petition  was  prefented  to  the  king  and  parliament, 
■which  declares,  that  there  were  not  fo  many  confcientious 
and  conftant  preachers  in  Wales  as  there  were  counties;  and 
that  thefe  were  either  filenced,  or  much  perfecuted.f  The 
civil  wars  had  made  their  condition  worfe;  for  as  they  pe- 
nerally  adhered  to  the  king,  and  received  great  numbers  of 
Irijh  papifts  into  their  country,  their  preachers  went  into  his 
majefty’s  fervice,  or  fled  from  their  cures,  when  the  parlia¬ 
ment  f 01  ces  took  pofleffion  of  it.  After  the  kingJs  death  the 
parliament  pafled  the  ordinance  already  mentioned,  for  the 
better  propagating  of  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  in  Wales, 
and  for  ejecting  fcandalous  minifters  and  fchool-mafters,  and 
for  redrefs  of  fome  grievances;  it  bears  date  Feb.  22,  1649, 
and  empowers  the  commifiioners  therein  mentioned,  or  any 
twelve  of  them,  to  receiveand  difpoie  of  all  and  lingular  rents, 
iflues,  and  profits,  of  all  ecclefiaftical  livings,  impropriations, 
and  glebe  lands,  within  the  find  counties,  which  then  were, 
or  afterwards  fliould  be  under  fequeftration,  or  in  the  difpofal 
of  the  parliament,  and  out  of  them  to  order  and  appoint  a 
conftant  yearly  maintenance  for  fuch  perfons  as  fliould  be  re¬ 
commended,  and  approved  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  or 
education  of  children;  and  for  fuch  other  minifters  as  were 
then  refiding  in  the  faid  counties.  The  ordinance  to  continue 
in  force  for  three  years,  from  March  25,  1650. 

By  Virtue  of  this  ordinance  many  clergymen  were  ejefted, 
fiut  not  all,  for  in  Montgomeryftiire  eleven  or  twelve  re¬ 
mained,  as  did  feveral  in  other  counties ;  but  all  who  were 

*  Scobel,  p.  347. 

f  Calamy’s  Com,  of  Church  and  Diifenters,  p.  47,  note. 
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qefted  for  manifeft  fcandal.*  Afterwards  complaints  being 
made,  that  the  people  were  turning  papijls  or  heathens ,  lor 
want  of  the  word  of  God,  feveral  were  fent  into  Montgome- 
rylhire,  where  there  were  at  leaft  fixteen  preachers,  of  which 
ten  were  univerfity  men,  the  meaneft  of  whom  were  approved 
and  fettled  in  parilhes  at  the  reftoration.  The  commiffioners 
were  empowered  to  examine  into  the  behaviour  of  fuch  as 
were  reputed  ignorant ,  inefficient ,  non-refident,fcandalou$ ,  or 
enemies  to  the  prefent  government .  And  it  being  impoflible 
to  fill  up  the  vacant  livings  with  fuch  as  could  preach  in  the 
Welch  language,  the  revenues  were  to  be  collected  and 
brought  into  a  common  treafury,  out  of  which  one  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  was  to  be  given  to  fundry  itinerant 
preachers  in  each  county. 

Dr.  Walker  fays,  that,  from  the  account  drawn  up  by  the 
commiffioners  themfelves  in  April  1652,  it  appears  that  there 
had  been  ejefted  in  South-Wales,  and  Monmouthlhire,  one 
hundred  feventy-five  minilters;  that  is,  fifty-fix  from  thr 
year  1645  to  the  time  when  this  a ft  took  place,  and  one 
hundred  and  nineteen  by  the  prefent  commiffioners.  Mr. 
Vavafor  Powel^  who  had  a  chief  hand  in  the  fequeftrations, 
fays,  that  by  virtue  of  this  aft  between  fifty  and  fixty  of  the 
#.  old  clergy  were  difpoffeffed  of  their  livings  when  he  wrote. 
Upon  the  whole,  the  commiffioners,  who  continued  to  aft  as 
long  as  the  protector  lived,  charge  themfelves  with  between 
three  hundred  and  twenty,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty  fe¬ 
veral  and  diftinft  livings;  but  there  could  not  be  an  equal 
number  of  fequeftered  clergymen,  becaufe  in  the  compafs  of 
feven  years  a  great  many  muft  die;  fome  fled,  or  were  killed 
in  the  wars;  in  many  parilhes  the  tithes  were  not  duly  paid 
by  reafon  of  the  confufion  of  the  times,  and  the  livings  being 
but  from  five  to  ten  or  twenty  pounds  a  year,  moft  of  the  in¬ 
cumbents  were  pluralifis.  It  is  computed  that  about  one 
half  of  the  church  lands  and  revenues  in  the  principality  of 
Wales,  by  the  feveral  accidents  of  death,  defertion,  feqncf- 
tration,  &c.  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  government  before  the 
expiration  of  this  ordinance  in  1653,  profits  of  which,  if 
duly  collefted  and  paid,  muft  amount  to  a  very  confiderable 
fum.  There  were  thirteen  counties  in  North  and  South 

♦  Calamy’e  Comp,  of  Church  and  DiiTcnters,  p.  47. 
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Wales  within  the  limits  of  the  commiffion;  but  the  large  ft 
lunj  ^hat  t^e  fequeftrators  and  agents  charge  themfelves 
with  for  the  county  of  Brecknock,  in  any  one  year,  till  the 
year  1658,  when  the  propagation  had  fubfifted  eight  years 
is  one  thoufand  five  hundred  forty-three  pounds,  by  which 
the  reader  may  make  a  tolerable  computation  of  the  whole  * 
and  if  we  may  believe  Mr.  Whitlocke*  who  lived  through 
thefe  times,  in  the  year  1 653  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty 
good  preachers  in  the  thirteen  Welch  counties,  moft  of 
whom  preached  thiee  or  four  times  a  week 5  that  in  every 
market- town  there  was  a  fchool-mafter,  and  in  moft  great 
towns  two  able,  learned,  and  univerfity  men;  and  that  the 
tithes  were  all  employed  to  the  ufes  dire&ed  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment,j-  there  can  be  no  great  reafon  to  complain  of  the  neg¬ 
ligence  of  the  commilfioners. 

The  crimes  for  which  the  old  clergy  were  ejected,  were 
malignancy,  insufficiency,  drunkennefs ,  and  negligence  off  their 
cures.  Mr.  Vavafor  Powel  fays,  that  of  all  the  men  they  had 
put  out  in  North-Wales,  he  knew  not  any  that  had  the  tower 
cf  godliriefs,  and  very  few  the form;  but  that  mojl  of  them  were 
zmpreaching  curates,  or  fcandalous  in  their  morals.  The  com- 
miffioners  affirm,  that  of  the  fixteen  they  had  difpojejed  in 
Cardiganfhire,  there  were  but  three  that  were  preachers,  and 
ihofe  moft  fcadalous  livers.  And  Mr.  Baxter  admits,  that  they 
were  all  weak,  and  bad  enough  for  the  moft  part.  But  the 
writers  on  the  other  fide  fay,  that  the  commilfioners  had  no 
regard  to  ability  in  preaching,  or  fobriety  in  converfation. 
And  Dr.  Walker  thinks,  the  fequeftered  Welch  clergy  need 
no  other  vindication  than  to  let  thA world  know,  that  many 
of  them  were  graduates  in  the  univerfity ;  as  if  every  graduate 
muft  of  courfe  be  poflefied  of  all  minifterial  qualifications. 
There  might  poffibly  be  fome  few  pious  and  induftrious 

*  Memor.  p.  518. 

4  Thefe  ufes  and  the  proportions  of  the  appropriation^  were  as  follows ; 
viz.  The  tithes  were  divided  into  fix  parts ;  one  of  which  went  to  the  ejedled 
minifiers ;  a  fecond  to  other  fettled  and  itinerant  minifiers ;  a  third  to  main¬ 
tain  fchools,  of  fome  of  which  the  ejedled  minifiers  and  their  fons  were  inaf¬ 
ters  ;  a  fourth  to  the  widows  and  children  of  the  eje&ed  minifiers;  a  fifth 
to  under  officers,  as  treafurers,  folicitors,  fequeftrators.  Sec. :  and  a  fixth  to 
the  widows  of  minifiers  deceafed.  Whitlocke’s  Mein.  p.  518;  Calamy’s 
Church  and  Diftenters  compared,  p.  47,  note,  Ed, 
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preachers  among  the  ejefted  Welch  clergy;  but  they  who 
will  argue  very  ftrenuoufly  in  favour  of  the  body  of  them, 
mud  know  very  little  of  the  country,  or  their  manner  of  life. 

It  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  commiflioners  to  find  a  fuc- 
cdfion  of  pious  and  learned  preachersin  the  Welch  language; 
but  to  remedy  this  in  the  beft  manner  they  could,  they  ap¬ 
pointed  fix  itinerant  preachers  of  univerfity  education  for  each 
county,  to  whom  they  allowed  one  hundred  pounds  a  year; 
befides  which,  they  fent  out  thirty-two  minifters,  of  whom 
twenty-four  were  univerfity  men,  and  fome  or  the  left  good 
fcholars ;  but  thefe  were  too  few  for  the  work,  though  they 
were  indefatigable  in  their  labours.  To  fupply  what  was 
further  wanting,  they  approved  of  feveral  gifted  laymen ,  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches,  to  travel  into  the  neighbourhood,  and  affift 
the  people’s  devotions,  and  to  thefe  they  allowed  from  feven- 
teen  to  twenty  pounds  per  annum .  In  an  article  of  the  fe- 
queftrators’  accompts  there  appears  three  hundred  and  forty 
pounds  per  annum  diftributed  among  godly  members  of  the 
church  of  Lanvacles,  and  Myntliift  Loyn,  who  had  been  fent 
out  to  exercife  their  gifts  among  the  Welch  mountaineers, 
and  to  help  forward  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Many  others 
of  the  fame  quality  were  approved  by  the  commiflioners,  who 
went  through  great  difficulties  and  hardfhips  in  their  work. 
Mr.  Powel  fays,  that  fome  hundreds,  if  not  thoufands,  had 
been  converted  and  reformed  by  xht  propagators**  But  after 
all,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  at  firfl  the  number  of  itinerants, 
both  fcholars  and  others,  was  by  no  means  equal  to  their 
Work ;  the  parifhes  in  that  mountainous  country  are  large 
and  wide,  and  there  being  but  one  itinerant  to  feveral  of  thofe 
parifhes,  the  people  muft  have  been  negle&ed,  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  too  much  without  inftru&ion;  but  this  was  owing  to  the 
neceffity  of  the  times. 

When  the  commiflioners  had  afted  about  two  years,  a  pe- 
*  tition  was  prefented  to  the  parliament  by  the  inhabitants  of 
South-Wales,  figned  by  above  a  thoufand  hands,  in  favour 
of  the  old  ejefted  clergy,  fetting  forth,  the  numbers  that  had 
been  difpoffefifed,  and  the  want  of  a  competent  number  of 
preachers  in  their  places,  upon  which  account  the  country  ‘ 
was  reduced  to  a  very  miferable  condition®  They  therefore 

*  Calamy’s  Comp.  p.  48. 
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pray  thehoufe  to  take  lome  courfe  for  a  futurefupply  of  godly 
an  a  r,e  preachus;  and  to  call  thofe  perfons  to  account  who 
rad  received  all  the  profits  of  church  livings  into  their  hands.* 
he  houfe  received  the  petition,  and  referred  it  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  plundered  minijiers,  who  were  empowered  to  ex¬ 
amine  witnefles,  and  to  authorize  other  commiffioners  in  the 
country  to  examine  witnefles  upon  oath,  touching  the  matters 
contained  in  the  petition.  The  committee  ordered  the  com- 
rmihoners  to  bring  in  their  accounts  in  a  month’s  time,  which 
t  ley  did  accordingly.  And  the  petitioners  were  ordered  to 
delivei  in  the  particulars  on  which  the  defired  witnefles  might 
_  examined,  within  two  days;  but  not  being  provided,  they 
ucuied  liberty  to  make  frtod  their  allegations  in  the  country ; 
to  which  the  commiffioners  willingly  agreed.  But  this  taking 
up  ionrn  time,  the  long  parliament  was  diffolved,  and  the 
piofecution  of  this  enquiry  lufpended  for  the  prefent;  but  as 
icon  as  the  protector  was  fixed  in  his  government,  he  pub- 
li fhed  an  ordinance,  Aug.  20,  16^4,  to  bring  the  propagators 
to  an  account ;  purfuant  to  which  the  fequeftrators  *-  nd  trea- 
furer  for  South-Wales  delivered  in  their  accounts  ,or  the 
years  1 6  50,  165 1 ,  1652,  which  was  all  the  time  the  ordinance 
continued  in  force;  and  the  commiffioners  appointed  by  the 
protector  having  received  and  examined  them,  after  a  full  en¬ 
quiry  allowed  and  palled  them,  Aug.  10,  1695.  * 

It  is  hard  to  read  with  temper,  the  reproaches  cafi  upon 
thefe  commiffioners  by  our  angry  hiftorians,  who  have 
charged  them  with  all  manner  of  corruption,  as  if  they  had 
got  great  eftates  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  church,  though 
without  producing  a  Angle  example,  Mr.  Powel,  who  took 
more  pains  among  them  than  any  man  of  his  time,  declares, 
that  he  never  received  for  all  his  preaching  in  Wales,  by  fa- 
iary,  above  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds ;  that  he  never  had 
any  thing  from  the  tithes.  And  whereas  it  was  faid,  that  he 
had  enriched  himfelf  by  purchafing  fome  thoufands  a  year  of 
crowm  lands,  he  protells,  that  he  never  purchafed  above 
feventy  pounds  a  year,  which  he  loft  at  the  reftoration.f 

#  Walker,  p.  1 68. 

f  Mr.  Po~vel  vindicated  his  chani&er  in,  two  publications:  one  entitled 
iC  Exa?nen  &  Pur  game  n  Vavaforis  ”  1651  :  wherein  he  was  cleared  bv  the 
"  :hentic  cr.rtifjrsitcs.  r.r  perfons  of  great  credit,  and  many  of  them  pentlemen 
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And  if  Mr.  Powel  did  not  enrich  himfelf,  I  apprehend,  none 
of  his  brethren  could.  Befides,  if  this  had  been  true,  the 
proteftor’s  commiffioners  would  have  difcovered  them;  or  if 
they  had  efcaped  the  protestor’s  enquiry,  their  enemies  would 
have  expofed  them  at  the  reiteration,  when  king  Charles  ap¬ 
pointed  a  commiffion  to  make  the  ftrifteft  enquiry  into  their 
management.  “  AU  perfons  who  had  acted  as* commiffioners 
«  for  propagating  the  gofpel,  were  by  his  majefty’s  inftruc- 
«  tions  to  be  fummoned  before  his  commiffioners;  and  all 
<c  that  had  a£tcd  under  them  as  farmers,  tenants,  fee.  all  that 
«  had  fucceeded  in  the  fequeftered  livings,  or  received  any 
«  of  the  profits;  all  parifhioners,  who  had  kept  any  of  the 
«  tithes  in  their  hands;  the  heirs,  executors,  or  adminiftra- 
“  tors,  of  any  of  the  aforefaid  perfons ;  and  all  credible  per- 
«  fons,  who  could  give  evidence  of  any  of  thefe  matters. 
“  They  were  likewife  to  enquire  after  books  and  writings; 
“  and  to  fignify  to  all  perfons  concerned,  that  if  they  would 
«  forthwith  apply  to  his  majefty’s  commiffioners,  they  might 
“  compound  for  what  they  flood  charged  with,  and  fo  avoid 
«  the  expence  of  a  law-fuit.”  But  after  all  this  mighty  outcry 
and  ferutiny,  nothing  of  any  confequence  appeared,  and 
therefore  it  was  thought  proper  to  drop  the  commiffion,  and 
bury  the  whole  affair  in  filence.  Mr.  Vavafor  Powel ,  above- 
mentioned,  was  cruelly  handled  by  the  Welch  clergy,  but  he 
did  himfelf  juftice  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  Examen  &  Purga- 
men  Vavaforis ,  publiffied  1653,  wherein  he  vindicates  his 
proceedings  in  the  propagation .f  And  when  he  was  in  the 
Fleet  after  the  refloration,  he  publifhed  a  brief  narrative  con¬ 
cerning  the  proceedings  of  the  commiffioners  in  Wales  againfl 
the  ejefted  clergy,  occafioned  by  a  report  that  he  had  been 
thrown  into  that  prifon  for  feme  of  the  revenues;  which  was 
never  anfwered. 

fit  ,|te 

of  good  landed  property :  the  other  called,  “  the  Bird  in  the  Cage  chirping : 

or  a  Brief  Narrative  of  the  former  propagation  and  late  rellridtion  of  the 
“  Gofpel  in  Wales,”  izmo.  1661.  The  author  of  his  life,  in  1671,  fays, 
“  that  he  received  nothing  from  the  churches  in  Wales  but  neighbourly  and 
“  brotherly  kindnefs.  The  parliament  ordered  him  £  1 00  per  annum,  out 
“  of  a  linecure,  whereof  he  received  about  £ 60 ,  for  feven  or  eight  years: 
“  many  confiderable  gifts  he  refufed ;  and  never  did  he  get  any  thing  by  the 
“  a£t  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  Wales.”  Life,  p.  112;  Calamy ’s 
Church  and  Diflenters  compared,  p.  47 — 8,  note.  Ed. 

f  Walker,  p.  149.  By 
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x>y  an  ordinance  of  Sept.  2,  commiffioners  were  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  yearly  value  of  all  cccldiallical  livings  and 
benefices  without  cure  of  fouls;  what  perfon  or  perfons  re¬ 
ceived  the  profits,  and  who  was  the  patron;  and  to  cerdfv 
tae  ame  into  chancery;  and  if,  upon  a  careful  confideration 
of  things,  it  {hall  be  found  convenient  and  advantageous  to 
unite  two  pan  flies  or  more  into  one,  and  that  the  whole  ec- 
deliakical  revenues,  tithes,  and  profits,  belonging  to  the  faid 
panflies  fo  united,  fliould  be  applied  for  a  provision  for  one 
.  S°dly  a>ld  painful  mmifler,  to  preach  in  the  faid  united  pa- 
nlhes,  then  the  truftees,  or  commiffioners  appointed  by  this 
act,  mail  repreient  the  W  to  his  highness  and  council,  upon 
whole  approbation  they  fliall,  by  an  inftrument  under  the 
iiandb  and  feals  of  any  five  or  more  of  them,  declare,  that 
they  do  thereby  unite  fuch  pariflies  into  one;  which  IWru 
ment  being  enrolled  in  chancery ,  the  faid  pariflies  from  thence¬ 
forth  mail  oe  adjudged  and  taken  to  be  confolidated  into  one 
it  there  happen  to  be  more  patrons  than  one  in  the  pariflies 
thus  united,  the  patrons  fliall  prefent  by  turns;  but  the  union 
fliall  not  take  place  till  the  avoidance  of  one  of  the  livings  by 
the  death  of  the  incumbent.*  5  J 

On  the  other  hand,  where  pariflies  were  too  laro-e,  the 
truftfees  for  the  augmentation  of  poor  livings  were  empowered 

to  divide  them  into  two,  or  more,  upon  their  avoidance 
by  death.  | 

Further,  if,  when  two  or  more  pariflies  were  united  into 
one,  the  income  or  falary  did  not  amount  to  one  hundred 
pounds  per  annum ,  the  truftees  for  receiving  impropriations 
tithes,  firft-fruits,  and  tenths,  ike.  were  difefted  to  make  up’ 
the  deficiency-;  and  where  there  was  a  confiderable  furplus, 
they  might  take  olf  the  augmentations  formerly  granted*. 
Provided  this  ordinance  be  not  conftrued  to  refirain "the  faid 
truftees  from  granting  augmentations  to  preachers  in  cities 
and  market-towns,  where  there  fliall  be  caufe,  to  a  greater 
proportion,  with  the  confent  of  the  protector  and  his  council. 
This  was  a  noble  and  generous  defign;  and  if  the  protector 
had  lived  to  have  feen  it  executed,  mull  have  been  of  general 

ter  vice  to  the  body  of  the  clergy- 

1  :  ,  %  ,  *  /  <  * 

*  Sccbeb  p.  353* 
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Though  his  highness  himfelf  was  no  great  fcholar,  he 
was  a  patron  of  learning  and  learned  men.* * * §  He  fettled  one 
hundred  pounds  a  year  on  a  divinity  profeffor  in  Oxford; 
and  gave  twenty-four  rare  manuferipts  to  the  Bodleian  library. 
He  erefted  and  endowed  a  college  in  Durham  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Northern  counties,  Mr.  Frankland ,  M.  A.  being  one  of 
the  firft  fellows.  But  thefe,  and  fome  other  defigns  that  he 
had  formed  for  the  advancement  of  learning,  died  with  him.f 
In  order  to  fecure  the  education  of  youth  he  took  car<g 
to  regulate  both  univerfities,  by  appointing  new  vifitors, 
the  former  ceafing  with  the  diflblution  of  the  long  parlia¬ 
ment,  viz. 

For  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford 

tThe  Vice-Chancellor  for  the  time  being, 

risj  prefident  of  Trinity 
college 

Dr.  Rogers ,  principal  of  New- 
inn  Hall 

Dr.  T.  Goodwin ,  prefident  of 
Magdalen  college 
Dr.  John  Owen ,  dean  of  Chrifb 
church 

Dr.  Henry  JVilhinfon ,  Margaret 
profelforof  divinity 
Dr.  Peter  French ,  prebend  of 
Chrift- church 

Dr.  John  Conant ,  reHor  of  Exeter 
college 

Dr.  John  Goddard ,  warden  of 
Merton  college 

Mr.  Thankful  Owen ,  prefident  of 
St.  John’s 

*  To  the  proofs  which  Mr.  Neal  produces  of  the  patronage  Crcm'weli 
afforded  to  learning,  may  be  added,  that  he  permitted  the  paper  for  Dr. 

Walton's  Polyglott  to  be  imported  free  of  duty;  and  that  when,  through  his 
pre- engagement  to  another.  Dr.-  Seth  Ward,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Exeter, 
loft  the  principalfnip  of  Jefus’  college  in  Oxford,  in  1 567 :  on  being  informed 
of  his  merit  and  learning  he  promifed  him  an  annuity  equal  to  the  value  of 
the  principalfhip.  Dr.  Harris’s  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  429,  431; 
and  Calamy’s  Life  of  Mr.  Howe,  p.  19.  Ed. 

f  Whitlocke,  p.  588.  J  Scobel,  p.  366. 

§  Add  from  Grey,  fir  Charles  W dfeUy>  bart.  Humphry  Mackmorth,  efq. 


Mr.  Stephens ,  principal  of  Hart- 
hall 

Mr.  James  Baron,  of  Magdalen 
college 

Mr.  Francis  Howe/ ,  fellow  of  Ex¬ 
eter  college 

William ,  vifcount.&zy  and  Sele  4 
Nathaniel  Fiennes ,  efq; 

Bulftr  ode  Whitlocke,  comm,  of  the 
great  feal 

Samuel  Hunch ,  efq; 

Sir  John  Dresden 
Richard  Ingolf  by, 

John  Crew, 

George  Fleetwood, 

John  Bright , 

-  Jenkinfon , 

— : — -  Greenfield ,§ 
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For  the  XJniverfity  of  Cambridge . 

The  Vice-Chancellor  for  the  time  being, 


Dr.  Tuckney ,  mailer  of  St.  John’s 
college 

Dr..  Arrowfmith ,  mailer  of  Tri- 
■  nity  college 

Dr.  Horton ,  prefident  of  Queen’s 
college 

,  Dr.  Sa?n .  Bolton ,  mailer  of  ChrilTs 
college 

Dr.  Law .  Seaman ,  mailer  of  Peter 
houfe 

Dr.  Lightfoot,vc&Sk£x  of  Katherine 
hall 

,  Mr.  John  Sadler,  mailer  of  Mag¬ 
dalen  college 

Dr.  Whitchcot 

Dr.  Cudworth 

Mr.  Worthington,  mailer  of  Jefus 
college 

Mr.  Dillingham ,  mailer  of  Ema¬ 
nuel  college 

Mr.  Simp/on,  mailer  of  Pembroke 
hall 

Mr.  Templer ,  fellow  of  Trinity  c. 


Mr.  Mowbrey ,  fellow  of  St.  John  s 

college 

Mr.  Wi Sham  Mofes,  fellow  of  Pem¬ 
broke  hall 

Mr.  Wood,  fellow  of  Magdalen 
college. 

Henry  Cromwell 

Henry  Lawrence,  lord  prelident  of 
his  highnefs’s  council 
J*  Lambert,  1  r 
y*  Dejborough ,  J  e  fi1  s* 

Sir  Gilbert  Pickering 
Col.  Ed.  Montague 
Francis  Roufe,  efq; 

[  Oliver  St.John,  lord  chief  juftice 
of  the  common-pleas 
J.  Thurloe , 

Robert  Cajlle , 

Tho.  Bendijhy  Vefqrs. 

Rob.  Finer, 

Griffith  Lloyd, 

Sir  William  Strickland. 


Any  feven  or  more  of  the  commiflioners  above-named 
were  authori  fed  to  vifit  all  colleges  and  halls  within  their  re- 
fpeftive  universities;  to  examine  what  ftatutes  were  fit  to  be 
abrogated,  altered,  or  added,  and  to  exhibit  the  fame' to  his 
highness,  and  the  parliament.  They  are  further  au¬ 
thor!  fed,  to  explain  fuch  flatutes  as  are  ambiguous  and 
oh  feu  re;  to  determine  appeals;  and  are  to  be  affifted  upon 
ail  occafions  by  the  mayor,  fheriffs,  and  juftices  of  peace. 
I  he  laid  vifitors ,  or  any  four  of  them,  are  authorifed  to  vifit 
Weftminfler  fchool,  Winchefter  fchool,  Merchant  Taylors 
fchool,  and  Eton  college;  and  to  confider  of  fuch  flatutes  of 
the  faid  fchools  as  are  fit  to  be  abrogated,  and  of  others  that 
may  be  proper  to  be  added,  for  the  well-government  of  the 
faid  fchools  and  colleges. 

I  he  vifitors  difeharged  their  duty  with  great  fidelity;  and 
the  heads  of  colleges  had  a  watchful  eye  over  their  feveral 

houfes; 
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houfes;  drunkennefs,  fw earing,  gaming,  and  all  kinds  of 
immorality,  were  feverely  punifhed;  all  ftudents,  graduates, 
and  others,  were  obliged  to  be  at  home  in  proper  hours;  the 
publick-houfes  were  fearched;  and  the  practice  of  religion 
in  the  feveral  colleges  enforced  with  rigour.  One  of  the  pro- 
feffors  writes,  that  there  was  more  frequent  praftical  preach¬ 
ing  in  the  colleges  than  ever  had  been  known.  On  the  Lord’s 
s  day,  at  different  hours,  there  were  three  or  four  fermons  in  fe~ 

,  veral  churches;  and  on  the  week  days,  le&ures  on  Tuefdays, 
Thurfdays,  Fridays,  and  Saturdays.  The  tutors  were  very  di¬ 
ligent  in  difcharge  of  their  duty;  the  publick  le&ures  were 
well  attended,  and  the  ftudents  under  ftrift  difcipline;  learning* 
revived,  and  the  mufes  returned  to  their  feats,  as  appears  by 
the  numbers  of  learned  men  who  flourifhed  in  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  II.  and  owed  their  education  to  thefe  times. 

The  proteftor’s  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  proteftant 
churches  abroad  deferves  a  particular  notice,  and  was  highly 
valued  by  all  the  reformed  in  foreign  countries.*  He  took 
all  imaginable  care  to  appear  at  the  head  of  that  intereft  on 
all  occafions,  and  to  ftiew  his  power  in  protecting  them. 
The  prince  of  Tarente  having  written  a  refpeftful  letter  to  the 
proteftor,  his  highnefs  returned  him  the  following  anfwer. 
“  that  it  was  with  extreme  pleafure  he  had  learned  by  letters 
cc  his  inviolable  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  reformed  churches, 
for  which  his  praife  was  the  greater,  in  as  much  as  he 
cc  fliewed  that  zeal  at  a  time,  and  in  a  place,  where  fuch  flat- 
tering  hopes  were  given  to  perfons  of  his  rank,  if  they 
tc  would  forfake  the  orthodox  faith;  a.nd  where  thofe  who 
“  continue  ftedfaft  are  threatened  with  fo  many  troubles. 
“  He  rejoices  that  his  own  conduct  in  religion  was  fo  pleaflng 
<c  to  him;  he  calls  God  to  witnefs,  that  he  defirdd  nothing 
“  fo  much  as  an  opportunity  to  anfwer  the  favourable  opinion 
“  the  churches  have  of  his  zeal  and  piety,  by  endeavouring 
to  propagate  the  true  faith,  and  procure  reft  and  peace  for 
cc  the  church.  He  exhorts  the  prince  to  hold  out  firm  to 
*c  the  end  in  the  orthodox  religion  which  he  received  from 
iC  his  fathers ;  and  adds,  that  nothing  would  bring  him  greater 
u  glory,  than  to  protect  it  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power.” 

*  Hiftory  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  423. 
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What  projects  the  protector  formed  for  this  purpofe  will  be 
feed  hereafter. 

But  the  royal  interefl:  abroad  was  inclining  towards  popery; 
the  duke  of  York  was  already  perverted  to  the  Romijh  faith;* 
no  attempts  were  uneflayed  by  the  queen  mother,  the  queen 
of  France,  and  others,  to  gain  the  young  duke  of  Gloucelter, 
who  had  been  under  the  inltruftion  of  parliamentary  tutors 
-till  the  laft  year:|  but  this  young  prince  was  too  well  efta- 
blilhed  in  his  religion  to  be  perverted  at  prefent,];  upon  which 
the  queen  forbad  him  her  prefence;  and  the  marquis  of  Or¬ 
mond  conduced  him  to  his  brother  at’Cologne.  The  king  was 
a  man  of  no  religion,  and  having  little  to  do,  devoted  his  lei- 
fure  hours  to  the  ladies,  and  other  private  pleafures.  His 
majefty  had  forne  trial  (fays  bifliop  Rennet §  )  of  his  confcience 
and  courage5  in  refilling  the  little  arguments,  or  rather  im¬ 
portunities  of  popery.  The  papifts  put  him  in  mind,  that  all 
his  hopes  from  the  proteflant  party  were  at  an  end;  that  the 
bilhops  were  dead,  except  a  very  few;  and  the  church  lands 
fold;  and  that  fmce  the  late  defeat  at  Worceller  the  prefby- 
terian  power  was  dellroyed;  all  his  hopes  therefore  mull  be 
from  the  roman  catholicks,  from  whofe  afSflance  only  he  could 
now  hope  for  his  relloration.  But  the  profpeft  was  fo  diflant, 
that  the  king,  by  advice  of  lord  Clarendon ,  was  prevailed 
with  not  to  declare  himfelf  openly  at  prefent. 

On  the  lafl  of  November  died  the  learned  Mr.  John  Selden,  ' 
the  glory  of  the  Eizglifh  nation:  ||  he  was  born  in  Suffex  Dec. 
6,  1584,  and  educated  in  Hart-hall,  Oxford;  after  which  he 
was  tranfplanted  to  the  Inner-Temple,  where  he  became  a 

*  Comp!.  Kill:,  p.  203.  f  Kennet’s Chron.  p.  599. 

X  The  manner  of  exprcffion  ufed  by  Mr.  Neal  may  lead  the  reader.  Dr. 
Grey  obferves,  to  think,  that  the  duke  of  *  Gloucefter  was  at  laft  perverted: 
which  he  apprehends  was  not  the  cafe.  For  Eachard  affirms,  that  the  duke 
was  an  invincible  aJ/Prter*b£ his  father’s  faith:  and  Carte  reprefents  him  as 
withftanding  the  arguments  of  the  abbot  of  Pontoife,  and  rejecting  the  offers 
of  a  cardinal’s  hat,  and  even  the  promife  of  placing  him  on  the  throne.  But* 
on  the  other  hand,  Oldmixon  affures  his  reader,  on  the  authority  of  a  minifter 
of  ftate,  a  man  of  known  wifdom  and  probity,  who  was  a  particular  favourite 
with  the  prince  of  Orange,  at  the  Hague,  from  whofe  mouth  he  had  the  in^ 
formation,  that  the  duke  was  afterwards  reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rome* 
Grey,  vol.  iii.  p.  175.  Hiftory  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  489.  Ed. 

$  Compl.  Hift,  p,  213.  [J  Athens  Oxon.  vol,  ii,  p.  107,  8. 
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prodigy  in  the  moft  uncommon  parts  of  fcicnce.  He  was  a 
great  philologift,  antiquary,  herald,  linguift,  ftatefman,  and 
lawyer,  but  feldom  appeared  at  the  bar.  He  wras  chofen  bur- 
gefs  for  feveral  parliaments,  where  he  difplayed  his  profound 
erudition  in  fpeeches  and  debates  in  favour  of  the  liberties 
of  his  country;  for  which  he  was  imprifoned,  jand  feverely 
fined  with  Mr.  Pym  in  the  parliament  of  1618,  and  1628. 
He  was  chofen  again  in  the  long  parliament,  and  appeared 
againft  the  prerogative ,  as  he  had  formerly  done.  He  was 
one  of  the  lay  members  of  the  aflembly  of  divines,  and  by  his 
vaft  fkill  in  the  oriental  learning,  and  jewijh  antiquities,  fre¬ 
quently  filenced  the  moft  able  divines.  He  wrote  on  various 
fubjedts,  which  gained  him  the  title  among  foreigners  of  the 
dictator  of  learning  in  the  Englijh  nation .*  Among  other  re¬ 
markable  pieces,  we  may  reckon  ••his  Hi/lory  of  Tithes ,  pub- 
lifhed  1618,  in  which  he  proves  them^not  to  be  due  to  the 
chriftian  clergy  by  divine  inftitution:  for  this  he  was  fum- 
moned  before  the  high  commijfion  court,  and  obliged  to  make 
a  public  recantation.-)-  But  after  fome  time  his  reputation 

was  fo  great,  that  it  was  thought  worth  while  to  gain  him 

.....  ^  • 

*  It  does  honour  to  Grotius ,  his  antagonift,  that  he  pronounced  Mr.  Selden 
to  be  “  the  glory  of  the  English  nation.”  Like  a  man  of  genius,  he  was 
for  linking  out  new  paths  of  learning,  and  enlarging  the  territories  of  fci- 
ence.  The  greater  part  of  his  works  are  011  uncommon  fubje&s.  But 
towards  the  ciofe  of  life  he  faw  the  emptinefs  of  all  human  learning;  and 
owned;  that,  out  of  the  numberlefs  volumes  he  had  read  and  digefled,  no¬ 
thing  duck  fo  ciofe  to  his  heart,  or  gave  him  fuch  folid  fatisfa&ion,  as  a 
lingle  paffage  of  Paul’s  Epiftles:  Tit.  ii.  u — 14.  Granger’s  Hilt.  of  En¬ 
gland,  vol.  ii.  p.  228 — 9.  8vo.  Ed. 

f  It  is  judicioufly  remarked  by  Le  Clerc ,  that  it  was  great  impolicy  in  the 
church  and  court  party  to  offend  and  irritate  fuch  a  man  as  Selden :  a  man  of 
deep  learning,  not  in  Jew  iff  antiquities  only,  but  in  thofe  of  his  own  country, 
the  laws  of  which  he  underilood  to  their  firft  grounds  Such  perfons  ouo-ht  at 
all  times  to  be  courted  and  favoured,  on  account  of  the  great  ufe  which  may 
be  made  of  them  on  all  occafions ;  but  efpecially  in  feafons  of  public  difcon- 
tents,  when  they  can  turn  the  balance  on  the  fide  which  they  join.  Whereas 
it  generally  happens,  that  they  are  ill-treated,  and  the  court  favours  are  be¬ 
llowed  on  thofe  only  who  are  fit  for  nothing  but  to  feed  on  a  great  benefice 
or  a  good  penfion.  It  would  have  been  the  more  wife  to  have  fecured  &?/- 
den,  fince  he  was  by  no  means  a  fanatick,  as  many  places  in  his  ‘  Table-Talk’ 
ff  ew ;  and  even  was  partial  to  the  old  ecclefiaftical  government,  in  oppofition 
to  thofe  who  often  fet  it  at  nought.  Bibliotheque  Ancienne  Sc  Moderne, 
tom.  vi.  p.  253.  Ed. 
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over  to  the  court;  and  upon  the  new  civilities  he  received  at 
Lambeth,  he  was  prevailed  with  to  publilhhis  Mare  claufum 
againft  Hugo  Grotius,  which  was  efteemed  fuch  an  invaluable 
treafure,  that  it  was  ordered  to  be  laid  up  in  the  court  of 
records.  The  archbilhop  offered  him  preferments,  but  he 
would  accept  of  nothing.  Upon  the  firft  preffures  againft 
the  bilhops,  he  publilhed  his  Eutychius  in  Greek  and  Lathi, 
with  notes,  in  which  he  proves  that  bijhops  and prejbyters  differ 
only  in  degree.  He  afterwards  anfwered  his  majefty’s  decla¬ 
ration  about  the  commffion  of  array ,  and  was  made  mafter  of 
the  rolls  by  the  long  parliament.  He  had  a  large  and  curious 
library  of  books:  in  the  frontifpiece  of  each  he  ufed  to  write 
this  motto,  ITeo;  ? ravlog  eXevQeotav,  above  all,  liberty.  At 
length  being  worn  out  with  age,  and  hard  ftudy,  he  died  at 
his  houfe  in  the  White-Fryars,  aged  feventy  years,  and  was 
magnificently  interred  in  the  Temple  church  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  round  walk,  according  to  the  diredory ,  in  the  prefence 
of  all  the  judges,  fome  parliament-men,  benchers,  and  great 
officers.  His  funeral  fermon  was  preached  by  archbifhop 
IJJher ,  who  acknowledged  he  was  not  worthy  to  carry  his 
books  after  him.  His  works  are  lately  collefted,  and  printed 
together  in  fix  volumes  folio. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gataker  was  born  in  London  1574,  and  was 
educated  in  St.  John’s  college,  Cambridge,  where  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  M.  A.  and  was  afterwards  removed  to  Sidney  college, 
where  he  becmne  remarkable  for  his  /kill  in  the  Hebrew  and 
Greek  languages.*  After  his  ordination  he  was  chofen  mi¬ 
ni  fie  r  of  LincolnVinn,  and  occupied  that  ftation  ten  years; 
but  in  the  year  1611  he  was  prefented  to  the  redtory  of  Ro- 
therhithe,  where  he  continued  till  his  death.  In  the  year 
1643  he  was  chofen  a  member  of  the  affembly  of  divines,  and 
was  an  ornament  and  reputation  to  "it.  When  the  earl  of 
Manchefrer  vifited  and  reformed  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
he  offered  Mr.  Gataker  the  mafterfhip  of  Trinity  college,  but 
he  refufed  it  on  the  account  of  his  health.  Mr.  Gataker  was 
a  very  learned  man,  and  a  confiderable  critic  and  linguift,  as 
appears  by  his  writings,  which  were  very  numerous,  confi- 
dering  his  infirm  ftate  of  health.  He  was  a  conflant  preacher, 
of  a  rnofi  holy  and  exemplary  deportment,  but  withal  of  great 
♦  Clarke’s  General  Martyrology,  p.  248,  &c.  of  the  Lives. 
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modefty.  It  is  hard,  fays  Mr.  Eachard,  to  fay,  which  was 
moft  remarkable,  his  exemplary  piety  and  charity,  his  polite 
literature,  or  his  humility  and  modelty  in  refilling  prefer¬ 
ments.  He  maintained  a  correfpondence  with  Salmqfius , 
Hornbeck ,  and  other  learned  foreigners,  and  was  in  high 
elleem  both  at  home  and  in  the  Low  Countries,  where  he  had 
travelled.  He  died  of  age,  and  a  complication  of  infirmities, 
July  27,  1654,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age.* 

Mr.  William  Strong  was  educated  in  Katherine  hall,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  of  which  he  was  fellow.  He  was  afterwards  rector 
of  More-Crichel  in  Dorfetlhire,  where  he  continued  till  he 
was  forced  to  fly  from  the  cavaliers  he  then  came  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  was  chofen  one  of  the  aflembly  of  divines,  and  mi- 
niff  er  of  St.  Dunftan’s  in  the  Weft.  After  fome  time  he 
became  preacher  at  Weflminfter- Abbey,  where  he  died  fud- 
denlyin  thevigourof  life, and  was  buried  intheAbbey  church 
July  4,  1 654.  His  funeral  fermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  Ob. 
Sedgwick,  who  fays,  that  he  was  Jo  plain  in  heart,  fo  deep  in 
judgment,  fo  painful  in  fludy,  fo  exact  in  preaching,  and  in 
a  woid,  fo  fit  for  all  the  parts  of  the  minifterial  fervice,  that 
he  did  not  know  his  ecjual.  But  after  the  refforation  his 
bones  were  dug  up,  and  removed  to  St.  Margaret’s  church 
yard,  with  thofe  of  other  eminent  prefbyterian  divines.  He 
publifhed  feveral  fermons  and  theological  treatifes  in  his  life¬ 
time;  and  after  his  death  there  was  a  pofthumous  one  upon 
the  covenants,  in  the  preface  to  which  Mr.  Theothilvs  Gale 
obferves,  that  the  author  was  a  wonder  of  nature  for  natural 
parts,  and  a  miracle  of  grace  for  his  deep  infight  into  the 
more  profound  myfteries  of  the  gofpel.  His  thoughts  were 

lubhme,  but  clear  and  penetrating,  Specially  in  interpreting 
difficult  texts.  1  5 

Mr.  Andrew  Pern  was  educated  in  Cambridge,  and  from 
thence  removed  to  Welby  in  Northamptonfhire,  where  he 
maintained  the  charafter  of  a  zealous,  laborious  and  fuccefsful 


The  moft  celebrated  of  his  works  is  a  valuable  edition  of  Marcus  Anto- 
mmts,  with  a  Latin  tranflation  and  commentary,  and  a  preliminary  difeourfe 
on  the  philofophy  of  the  Stoics,  which  is  much  efteemed.  His  houfe  was  a 
private  feminary  for  divers  young  gentlemen  of  this  nation,  and  many  fo¬ 
reigners  reforted  to  him,  and  lodged  at  his  houfe  in  order  to  receive  from  him 
advice  in  their  ftudies.  Britiih  Biography,  vol.  iv.  p.  3J4,  note  En 


f  Athens,  Oxon.  p,  218, 


preacher. 
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preacher,  for  twenty-feven  years.  In  the  year  1643,  he  was 
chofen  a  member  of  the  aiTembiy  of  divines  at  Weftminfter. 
When  he  was  at  London  he  was  offered  feveral  confiderable 
preferments,  but  refufed  them,  refolving  to  return  to  his 
people  at  Welby,  who  honoured  him  as  a  father;  for  by  his 
awakening  fermons,  and  exemplary  life  and  conversation,  he 
accomplifhed  a  great  reformation  of  manners  in  that  town. 
He  was  full  of  fpiritual  warmth,  (fays  the  preacher  of  his  fu¬ 
neral  fermon)  filled  with  an  holy  indignation  againft  fin, 
active  in  his  work,  and  never  more  in  his  element  than  in 
the  pulpit.  As  his  life  was  holy,  fo  his  death  was  comfort- 
able.  He  bleffed  God  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  die;  nay, 
he  earndlly  defired  to  be  gone,  often  crying  out,  in  his  laft 
ficknefs.  When  will  that  hour  come?  One  ajfault  more ,  and  this 
earthen  ve(jel  will  be  broken ,  and  I  jhall  be  with  God.  He 
died  the  beginning  of  December,  1654,  before  he  was  ar¬ 
rived  to  the  age  of  fixty. 

Dr.  Samuel  Bolton  was  educated  in  Cambridge,  and  from 
thence  removed  to  the  living  of  St.Martin’s,  Ludgate.  Upon 
his  coming  to  the  city  he  was  chofen  one  of  the  additional 
members  of  the  affembly  of  divines,  being  a  perfon  of  great 
name  and  chara&er  for  learning  and  practical  preaching.  He 
was  a  burning  and  Alining  light,  (fays  Mr.  Clarke j)  an  inter¬ 
preter  one  of  a  thoufand,  an  admirable  preacher,  and- his 
life  was  an  excellent  commentary  upon  his  fermons.  Upon 
the  death  of  Dr.  Bainbrigge  he  was  chofen  mailer  of  Chrilt’s 
college,  Cambridge,  which  he  governed  with  great  wifdom 
and  prudence  tilf  his  death,  which  happened  about  the  10th 
of  October,,  1654.  He  was  buried  with  great  folemnity  in 
his  parilh  church  of  Ludgate  on  the  16th  of  the  fame  month, 
very  much  lamented  by  the  London  clergy  or  thofe  times. 

Mr.  Jer.  Whitaker  was  born  at  Wakefield  in  Yorklhire, 
1 599,  and  educated  in  Sidney  college,  Cambridge,  where  he 
proceeded  in  arts.  He  taught  the  free-fchool  at  Okeham  in 
Rutlandfnire  feven  years,  and  then  became  miniller  of  Stret- 
ron  in  the  lame  county,  where  he  continued  thirteen  years. 
In  1643,  he  was  nominated  one  of  the  affembly  of  divines  at 
Weftminfter,  which  brought  him  to  London,  where  he  was 
chofen  to  the  rectory  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Bermondfey, 
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in  Southwark.  He  preached  three  or  four  fermonS  every 
week;  two  in  Southwark,  one  at  Wertminfter,  and  one  at 
Chrift  church,  London.  He  never  withdrew  from  any  op¬ 
portunity  of  preaching  if  he  was  in  health;  and  though  he 
preached  often,  his  fermons  were  folid  and  judicious.  He 
was  an  univerfal  fcholar,  both  in  arts  and  languages;  well 
acquainted  with  the  fathers  and  fchool-men,  an  acute  dif- 
putant,  and  inferior  to  none  in  his  acquaintance  with  the 
holy  fcriptures.*  He  was  of  the  prejbyterian  perfuafion,  and 
had  a  chief  hand  in  compofing  the  defence  of  the  gofpel  mini - 
Jlry,  published  this  year  by  the  provincial  fynod  of  London. 
He  refufed  the  engagement ,  and  lamented  the  wars  between 
England,  Scotland,  and  Holland.  No  man  was  more  be¬ 
loved  by  the  prejbyterian  minifters  of  London  than  Mr.  Whi¬ 
taker .  When  he  was  feized  with  the  violent  and  acute  pain 
of  the  (tone  about  the  beginning  of  November,  many  days 
of  prayer  and  farting  were  obferved  for  his  recovery,  but 
the  diftemper  was  incurable.  He  bore  his  pains  with  uncom-  j 
mon  patience,  fearing  nothing  more  than  to  diftionour  God 
by  unreafonable  complaints.  When  his  dillemper 'was  moft 
violent  he  would  defire  his  friends  to  withdraw,  that  they 
might  not  be  affefted  with  his  roarings.  At  length  nature 
being  quite  fpent,  he  cheerfully  refigned.  his  foul  into  the 
hands  .of  his  Redeemer,  about  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

H  is  funeral  fermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  Ca!amyv  who  gave 
him  a  large  and  deferved  encomium. 

Mr.  Richard  Vines ,  of  whom  mention  has  been  made  al¬ 
ready,  was  born  at  Blazon  in  Leicefterfhire,  and  educated  in 
Magdalen  college,  Cambridge,  where  he  commenced  M.A. 
H  e  was  firft  fchool-marter  at  Hinckley,  then  mmifter  of  Wed- 
dington  in  Warwickfhire,  At  the.  beginning  of  the  civil 
war  he  wass  driven  from  his  parifh,  and  forced  to  take  {belter 
in  Coventry.  When  the  aiTembly  of  divines  was  convened 
he  was  cl\ofen  one  of  their  number;  and,' as  Fuller  fays,f  was 
the  champion  of  their  party.  While  he  was  at  London  he 
became  minifter  of 'St.  Clement’s  Danes;  afterwards  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Watton  in  Hertfordlhire,  and  was  chofen  mafter 
of  Pembroke  hail  in  Cambridge,  but  refigned  that,  and  his 

*  Clarke’s  General  Martyrology,  in  the  Lives,,  p.  264.  ■ 

f  Fuller’s  Worthies,  p.  134. 
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living  of  Sr.  Lawrence  Jewry,  on  account  of  the  engagement . 
He  was  a  fon  of  thunder,  and  therefore  compared  to  Luther ; 
but  moderate  and  charitable  to  thofe  who  differed  from  him 
in  judgment.  The  parliament  employed  him  in  all  their 
treaties  with  the  king;  and  his  majefty,  though  of  a  different 
judgment,  valued  him  for  his  ingenuity,  feldom  fpeaking  to 
him  without  touching  his  hat,  which  Mr.  Vines  returned 
with  mofl  refpeftful  language  and  geftures.  He  was  an  ad¬ 
mirable  fcholar;  holy  and  pious  in  his  converfation,  and  in¬ 
defatigable  in  his  labours,  which  walled  his  flrength,  and 
brought  him  into  a  confumption,  when  he  had  lived  but 
about  fifty -fix  years.  He  was  buried  in  his  own  parifh  church, 
Feb.  7,  1655,  his  funeral  fermon  being  preached  by  Dr. 
jacomb ,  who  gave  him  his  juft  commendation.  He  was  a 
perfect  mailer  of  the  Greek  tongue,  a  good  philologifl,  and 
an  admirable  difputant.  He  was  a  thorough  ctzlvinijl ,  and 
a  bold  honeft  man  without  pride  or  flattery.*  Mr.  Newcomen 
calls  him  difputator  acutiffimus ,  concionator  felicijjimus ,  theo¬ 
logies  eximius.  Many  funeral  poems  and  elegies  were  pub- 
lifhed  on  his  death.f , 

I  he  protestor  having  diffolved  his  fecond  parliament  with¬ 
out  confirming  their  acls,  was  obliged  flill  to  rely  on  the  mi¬ 
litary  arm; •  this,  together  with  the  infurreftions  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  country,  induced  him,  for  his  greater  fecurity,  to 
canton  the  nation  into  eleven  diflrifts,  and  place  over  ahem 
major-generals ,  whofe  commiflion  was  to  infpeft  the  beha- 


7  Dr.  Grey  indnuates  a  reflexion  on  Mr.  Vines' s  dmplicity  and  inte¬ 
grity,  by  a  dory  of  his  pra>ing  in  the  morning  of  an  Eafter  Sunday,  before 
the  marquis  of  Hertford ,  for  the  king’s  redoration  to  his  throne  and  regal 
rights;  but,  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  marquis  was  abfent,  and  lord  Fair¬ 
fax  came  to  church,  praying,  in  fylo  parliamentarian  that  God  would  turn 
the  heart  of  the  king,  and  give  him  grace  to  repent  of  his  grievous  fins, 
eipecially  all  the  blood  fhed  in  thofe  civil,  uncivil  wars.  On  which  it  was 
obferved,  that  Mr.  Vines  was  much  more  altered  between  the  forenoon  and 
afternoon,  than  the  difference  between  an  Englidi  marquis  and  an  Irifh 
baron .  The  reader,  perhaps,  will  think,  that  each  prayer  might  very  con¬ 
fidently  be  formed  by  the  fame  perfon.  Not  a  week  before  Mr.  Vines' s 
death,  as  he  was  preaching  at  St.  Gregory’s,  a  rude  fellow  cried  out  to  him, 
“  Tift  up  your  voice,  for  1  cannot  hear  you  to  whom  Mr.  Vines  returned, 
€t  Lift  up  your  ears,  for  I  can  fpeak  no  louder.”  Fuller’s  Worthies,  p. 
44.6,  8vo.  edition,  1684.  Ed. 


f  Clarke’s  Lives  of  Eminent  ferfons,  p.  48. 
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viour  of  the  inferior  commiflioners  within  their  chflrifts ;  to 
commit  to  prifon  all  fufpefted  perfons;  to  take  care  of  col- 
lefting  the  publick  taxes;  and  to  fequefter  fuch  as  did  not 
pay  their  decimation.  They  were  to  enquire  after  ail  pri¬ 
vate  aflfemblies  of  fufpefted  perfons,  and  after  fuch  as  bought 
up  arms;  after  vagabonds  and  idle  perfons;  after  fuch  as 
lived  at  an  higher  rate  than  they  could  afford;  after 
fuch  as  frequented  taverns  and'gaming-houfcs,  and  after 
fcandalous  and  unlearned  minifters  and  fchool-mafters;  and 
there  was  no  appeal  from  them  but  to  the  proteftor  and  his 
Council.  They  were  ordered  to  lilt  a  body  of  referves  both 
horfe  and  foot  at  half-pay,  who  were  to  be  called  together 
upon  any  fudden  emergency,  and  to  attend  fo  many  days  at 
their  own  expence,  but  if  they  were  detained  longer  to  have 
full  pay;  by  which  means  the  protestor  had  a  fecond  army 
in  view,  if  any  dilalter  Ihould  befal  the  firfl;  but  thefe  of¬ 
ficers  became  fo  fevere  and  arbitrary,  that  his  highnefs  found 
it  neceffary  after  fome  time  to  reduce  their  power,  and  when 
affairs  were  a  little  more  fettled  to  diffolve  them. 

Having  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  his  government  at 
home,  the  protector  concluded  an  alliance  with  France,  061:. 
23,  in  which  it  is  remarkable  that  Lewis  XIV.  is  not  allow¬ 
ed  to  flile  himfelf  king  of  France,  but  king  of  the  French, 
his  highnefs  claiming  the  prote6torfhip  of  that  kingdom 
among  his  other  titles;  and,  which  is  more  furprifing,  the 
name  of  Oliver  hands  in  the  treaty  before  that  of  the 
French  king.  At  the  fame  time  he  fent  admiral  Blake  with 
a  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean,  who  fpread  the  terror  of  the 
Englifh  name  over  all  Italy,  even  to  Rome  itfelf;  proceflions 
being  made,  and  the  hofl  expofed  for  forty  hours,  to  avert 
the  judgments  of  heaven,  and  preferve  the  patrimony  of  the 
church.  But  Blake's  commiffion  was  only  to  demand  fixty 
thoufand  pounds  of  the  duke  of  Life  any,  for  damages  fuf- 
tained  by  the  Englifh  merchants  while  he  harboured  prince 
Rupert ,  which  he  paid  immediately.  The  admiral  releafed 
all  the  Englifh  flaves  on  the  coafl  of  Barbary  to  the  number 
of  four  hundred,  and  obtained  fatisfadlion  for  the  (hips  taken 
by  the  pirates  of  Algiers,  dunis,  &c.  Upon  the  whole  he 
brought  home  fifteen  fhips  laden  with  booty,  which  failed 
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up  the  river  Thames  to  the  port  of  London,  as  a  grateful 
fpe&acle  of  triumph  to  the  people. 

While  Blake  was  in  the  Mediterranean,  admiral  Pen  and 
Venables ,  with  thirty  men  of  war  and  feme  land  forces,  failed 
to  the  Weft-Indies,  with  a  defign  to  furprize  the  town  of 
Hifpaniola;  but  milcarrying  in  the  attempt,  they  re-imbark- 
ed  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  which  is  in 
poffeffion  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain  to  this  day. 

The  protestor  did  not  commiflion  Blake  to  ’aflault  the 
Spanifh  coafts  in  the  Mediterranean,  becaufe  there  was  no 
open  rupture  between  the  two  nations  in  Europe;  but  the 
Weft-Indies  not  being  included  in  the  treaty,  he  thought 
himfelf  at  liberty  in  thofe  parts;  which  occasioned  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  war,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  with  all  the  Englilh  do¬ 
minions;  upon  which  Blake  wras  ordered  to  cruife  upon  the 
Spanifh  coafts,  and  to  wait  for  the  return  of  the  Plate  fleet, 
of  which  he  gave  a  very  good  account  the  next  fummer. 

To  fupport  thefe  additional  expences,  the  proteftor,-  by 
advice  of  his  council,  raifed  fome  extraordinary  taxes  before 
the  parliament  met,  which  he  knew  to  be  illegal,  and  did 
not  pretend  to  juftify  upon  any  other  foot  than  the  abfolute 
necefity  of  the  publick  fafety ;  the  dijlr acted  condition  of  the 
nation ;  that  it  was  impracticable  in  the  prefent  juncture  to 
call  a  parliament ,  or  to  proceed  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  law ; 
and  that  in  extraordinary  cafes ,  wherein  all  was  at  flake , 
fome  extraordinary  methods  were  allowable .  How  far  this 
reafoning  will  excufe  the  protestor,  or  vindicate  his  conduft, 
muft  be  left  with  the  reader.  But  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  in  things  that  did  not  affeft  the  very  being  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  he  never  interpofed,  but  let  the  laws  have  their 
free  courfe.  He  had  a  zeal  for  trade  and  commerce  beyond 
all  his  predeceflfors,  and  appointed  a  Handing  committee  of 
merchants  for  advancing  it,  which  met  for  the  firft  time  in 
the  painted  chamber  Nov*  27,  1655,  an^  continued  to  his 
death. 

The  provincial  aflembly  of  London,  finding  their  attempts 
to  eftablifh  their  difcipline  ineffefiual,  employed  themfelves 
this  year  in  promoting  the  religious  education  of  youth;  for 
which  purpofe  they  publifhed  an  exhortation  to  catechifmg ;  w  ith 
the  following  dire&ions  for  the  more  orderly  carrying  it  on. 

1.  “  That 
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1.  “  That  the  minifters  on  Tome  Lord’s  day  prove  in  their 
«  fermons  the  neceffity  and  ufefulnefs  of  fuch  a  work,  and 
“  exhort  all  parents,  and  mafters  of  families,  to  prepare 
«  their  children  and  fervants  for  it,  by  catechifing  them  at 
«  home,  that  they  may  more  readily  make  their  anfwers  in 

“  publick.  r 

2.  “  That  the  catechifm  to  be  ufed  be  the  lejfer  catcchifm 
“  of  the  aflembly  of  divines.  This  catechifm  excelling  all 
«  others  in  this  refpeft,  that  every  anfwer  is  a  perfect  pro- 
“  pofition  without  the  queltion. 

3.  “  That  the  perfons  to  be  catechifed  be  children  and 
“  fervants,  that  have  not  been  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  fupper 
“  by  the  elderlhip. 

4.  “  That  the  time  of  catechifing  be  on  the  Lord’s  day 
“  in  the  afternoon,  before  the  fermon,  to  the  end  that  the 
“  whole  congregation  may  receive  benefit  thereby. 

5.  “  That  the  catechifm  may  be  explained  briefly ,  at  the 
“  firft  going  over,  that  the  people  may  in  a  fhort  time  have 

a  notion  of  the  whole  body  of  divinity. 

6.  “  That  the  parifli  be  defired  at  the  common  charge, 
to  provide  catechifms  for  the  poorer  fort,  who  cannot 

‘  well  provide  for  tlremfelves,  and  that  the  dillribution  of 
them  be  referred  to  the  refpective  minifters. 

7.  “  It  is  defired,  that  an  account  in  writing,  what  pro- 
grefs  is  made  in  the  premifes  may  be  returned  from  the 
clafles  to  the  provincial  aflembly  within  forty  days  after 
the  receipt  hereof. 

“  Signed  in  the  name,  and  by  the  appointment  of  the  af- 
fembly, 

Edmund  Calamy ,  moderator. 
William  Harrifon, 

William  Black?nore, 
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Thefe  mftru&ions  were  fent  to  the  feveral  claffes  of  Lon¬ 
don;  and  after  their  example,  the  alfociated  minifters  in  the 
feveral  counties  of  England  publiflied  the  like  exhortations 
to  their  brethren. 

The  occafion  of  this  proceeding  was  the  publiftiing  two  ca¬ 
techifms  of  Mr.  John  Biddle ,  a  focinian,  one  called  a  Scripture 
Catechifm ;  and  the  other,  a  Brief  Scripture  Catechifm,  for  the 
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vje  of  children.  Complaints  of  which  being  made  to  the  laft 

parliament,  they  were  ordered  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman,  and  the  author  to  be  imprifoned  in 
the  Gate-houfe.  Mr.  Biddle  had  been  in  cuftody  for  his 
opinions  before  the  late  king’s  death.  While  he  was  there, 
lie  had  published  twelve  queftions  or  arguments  againft  the 
de/t}  of  the  holy  fpirit,  in  quarto,  1647,  which  were  an¬ 
swered  by  Mr*  Pool ,  and  the  book  ordered  to  be  burnt.  Next 
year,  being  flill  in  prifon,  he  publifhed  feven  articles  againft 
the  deity  of  Chrift,  with  the  teftimonies  of  feveral  of  the 
fatheis  on  this  head;  upon  which  fome  zealous  in  the  af- 
fembly  moved,  that  he  might  be  put  to  death  as  an  heretick; 
but  he  went  on,  and  being  fet  at  liberty,  in  the  year  1651, 
he  compofed  and  publifhed  the  catechifms  abovementioned, 
in  which  he  maintains,  66  (1.)  That  God  is  confined  to  a 
“  certain  place.  (2.)  That  he  has  a  bodily  fhape.  (3.)  That 
ne  has  paffions.  (4*)  -l  hat  he  is  neither  omnipotent  nor 
4C  unchangeable.  (5.)  That  we  are  not  to  believe  three 
“  perfons  in  the  godhead.  *  (6.)  That  Jefus  Chrift  has  not 
“  the  nature  of  God,  but  only  a  divine  lordfliip.  (7.)  That 
“  he  was  not  a  prieft  while  upon  earth,  nor  did  reconcile 
64  men  to  God.  And,  (8.)  That  there  is  no  deity  in  the 
“  Holy  Ghoft.”  Thefe  propofitions||  were  condemned  by 
the  parliament,  and  the  author  committed  to  the  Gate-houfe. 
But  as  foon  as  the  protector  had  dilfolved  his  parliament  h^ 
gave  him  his  liberty. 

After  this,  being  of  a  reftlefs  fpirit,*  he  challenged  Mr. 
Griffin ,  a  baptift  preacher,  to  difpute  with  him  in  St.  Paul’s 

cathedral, 

|j  Mr.  Biddle  was  a  pious,  holy,  and  humble  man ;  a  confcientious  fuf- 
ferer  for  what  appeared  to  him  divine  and  important.  The  proportions 
objected  to  him  above  do  not -appear  in  his  catechifms  under  the  form  of 
principles  which  he  a  Herts,  but  of  queftions,  which  he  propofes,  and  the 
anfwers  to  which  are  numerous  texts  of  fcripture,  that  appear  to  fpeak  to 
the  point.  E.  g.  The  ftrft  propofttion  is  this  queftion:  f*  Is  not  God,  ac- 
*  fi  cording  to  the  current  of  the  fcripture*  in  a  certain  place,  namely  in  hea- 
£C  ven?,?  T  he  anfwer  confifts  of  29  paftages  of  fcripture,  which  reprefent 
God,  as  “  looking  from  heaven,  as  our  father  who  art  in  heaven,”  and  the 
like.  For  a  full  account  of  thefe  catechifms  I  would  refer  the  reader  to 
my  Preview  of  the  Life,  Character,  and  Writings  of  Mr.  John  Biddle,” 
feffion  8.  Ed. 

*  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  Mr,  Neal  fhould  fpeak  in  this  manner  of 
one,  who  thought  it  his  duty,  by  the  fair  and  peaceable  means  of  preaching 

and 
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cathedral,  on  this  option.  Whether  Je/us  Chnfl  be  the  mojl 
Hi"h  or  Almighty  God?  This  occafioning  new  difturbances, 
the  council  committed  him  to  Newgate;  but  the  proteftor 
though  it  belt  to  fend  him  out  of  the  way,  and  accordingly 
tranfported  him  to  Scilly,  and  allowed  him  one  hundred 
crowns  a  year  for  his  maintenance.  Here  he  lemaint  ti 
the  year  1658,  when  the  noife  being  over,  he  was  fet  at 
liberty  ;  his  catechifms  having  been  anfwered  by  Dr.  Owen , 
in  a  learned  and  elaborate  treatife,  entitled  V indicia  Evange- 

Uca^  &c.  _ 

After  the  proteftor’s  death,  Biddle  fet  up  a  private  con¬ 
venticle  in  London,  which  continued  till  the  refhoration, 
when  the  church  being  reftored  to  its  coercive  powei,  he 
was  apprehended  while  preaching,  and  committed  to  prifon, 
where  he  died  in  September  1662,  and  was  buried  in. the 
burying-ground  m  Old  Bedlam.  He  had  fuch  a  piodigious 
memory  (Lays  Woods')  that  he  could  lepeat  all  ot.  Paul  s  epif- 
tles  in  Greek,  and  was  reckoned  by  thofe  of  his  perfuafion 
a  fober  man,  and  fo  devout,  that  he  feldom  prayed  without 

lying  proftrate  on  the  ground. 

Though  it  was  well  known  by  this,  as  well  as  other  ex¬ 
amples,  that  the  proteftor  was  averfe  to  all  afts  of  feverity 
on  the  account  of  religion,  yet  fuch  was  the  turbulent  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  royalifts,  who  threatened  an  alfaffinatTon,  pub- 
lifhed  the  molt  daring  libels  againft  the  government,  and 
were  actually  in  arms,  that  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  crufh 
them,  and  therefore  an  order  was  published  November  24, 
“  That  no  perfons  after  Jan.  1,  1655-6,  {hall  keep  in  their 
«  houfes  or  families  as  chaplains  or  fchool-mafters,  for  the 

and  writing,  to  advance  and  difteminate  fentiments^  which  he  judged  to  be 
the  truths  of  feripture,  and  only  called  men  to  enquire  and  examine.  Such 
language  fixes  a  iligma  upon  the  honeit  advocate  for  truth,  and  is  the  illi¬ 
beral  cry  of  thofe  who  cannot  bear  to  have  eftablifhed  opinions  attacked. 
The  firft  teachers  of  chriftianity  were  reproached  as  men  of  reftlefs  fpirits; 
as  men  who  iC  would  turn  the  world  upfide  down.  Adis  xvii.  6.— — — 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  term  was  not  deferved,  Mr.  Neal  has  misftated  the 
tranfa&ion.  Mr.  Biddle  was  not  the  firft  in  the  bufinefs.  .  The  challenge 
came  from  Mr.  Griffin ,  and  Mr.  Biddle  waved  accepting  it.  and  declined 
the  deputation  for  fome  time.  And  when  he  entered  the  lifts,  there  were 
in  the  auditory  many  of  his  bitter  and  fiery  adverfaries.  See  “  Review  of 
"  his  Life,”  p.  117,  18,  or  a  modem  "  Colleftion  of  Unitarian  Tra&s,” 
in  izmo.  vol.  iv.  p.  91.  Ed. 

<c  education 
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“  education  of  then-  children,  any  fequeftered  or  ejected  mi¬ 
ce  Afte!,,e  !OW  °’,a  colle§e’  or  fchool-mafter,  nor  permit 

«  Su  m!  t0,be  ;aught  hJ.  fuch-  That  no  fuch  perfons 
cc  •  heep  fchool  either  pubhckly  or  privately,  nor  preach 

*,  '?  anry,  Pfb  'd;  Place’  or  Prival'e  meeting,  of  any  others 
cc  tha“  th°fe  g  hls  own  family;  nor  fliall  adminifter  baptifm, 
t{  ,°r  \rte  T°ra  3  -upper,  or  marry  any  perfons,  or  ufe  the 
<c  0ok.°  common-prayer,  or  the  forms  of  prayer  therein 
contained,  on  pain  of  being  profecuted,  according  to  the 
„c  rrde”  atdf  publifhed  by  his  highnefs  and  council,  for 
<c  -ecunng  the  peace  of  the  commonwealth.  Neverthele/s 
his  highnefs  declares,  that  towards  fuch  of  the  faid  perfons 

M  aSr  havfffce_  their  ejectment  or  fequejlration,  given,  or  here- 
cc  ajfrPallgfe->  a  real  tejlimony  of  theif  godlinefs,  and  good 
afcLion  to  the  prefent  government ,  fo  much  tendernefs  (ball  be 
ujea  as  may  confijl  with  the  fafety  and  good  of  the  nation .”+ 
I  his  was  a  fevere  and  terrible  order||  upon  the  epifeopa- 
mms,  and  abfolutely  unjuftifiable  in  itfelf;  but  the  title"  of 
the  act,  which  is  an  Ordinance  for  fecuring  the  peace  of  the 
commonwealth,  as  well  as  the  laft  claufe,  {hews  it  was  made 
for  the  fafety  of  the  government,  again!!  a  number  of  men 
who  were  undermining  it,  and  was  publiflred  chiefly  in  ter - 
rorem,  for  no  perfon  was  profecuted  upon  it;  and  the  par¬ 
liament  which  met  next  year,  not  confirming  it,  it  became 
abfomtely  void. 

Dr.  Gauden  presented  a  petitionary  remonftrance  to  the 
prpteflot  againft  this  order;  and  archbifliop  UJher  was  de- 
fdcd  to  life  his  intereft  with  his  highnefs  in  behalf  of  the  epif- 
copal  clergy ;  upon  which  (fays  the  writer  of  the  archbifliop^ 
hfe§)  the  proteftor  promifed  either  to  recal  his  declaration, 
or  to  prevent  its  being  put  in  execution,  provided  the  clergy 
were  inoffenfive  in  their  language  and  fermons ,  and- flood  clear 
in  medaling  with  matters  of  ft  ate.  His  highness  accord¬ 
ingly  laid  the  matter  before  his  council,  who  were  of  opi- 

V  ‘  *  '■  V  •  (  '  - 

fl  — *  (  yflct)  s  exact  Abridgement  of  publick  A£ts  and  Ordinances,  4to.  P-597- 

|(  6  It  would  be  ufelefs,”  fays  Dr.  Harris ,  c<  to  fpend  words  in  expofincr 
the  cruelty  of  this  declaration.  Perfection  is  written  on  the  face  of 

"  it,  nor  is  it  capable  of  a  vindication.1 ”  “  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell  ” 

p.  438.  Ed. 

J  Parr’s  Life  of  Ulher,  p*  75. 
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nion,*  that  it  was  not  fafe  for  him  to  recal  his  declaration, 
and  give  open  liberty  to  men  who  were  dcclcii  td  enemies  to 
his  government,  but  that  he  Ihould  fufpend  the  execution  of 
it  as  far  as  their  behaviour  ihould  defer vc ;  fo  that  in  tiie 
event  here  was  no  great  caufe  of  complaint;  for  notwith- 
ftanding  this  ordinance,  the  fiber  epifcopal  clergy  preached 
publickly  in  the  churches,  at  London  and  in  the  country,  as 
Dr.  Hal! ,  afterwards  biihop  of  Chefter,  Dr.  Ball,  Hr.  H  dd. 
Dr.  Hardy,  Dr.  Griffith,  Dr.  Pearfon ,  biihop  of  Chefter, 
and  others.  Remarkable  are  the  words  of  biihop  Rennet 
to  this  purpofe;/*4  It  is  certain,  fays  his  lordilup,  tuat  tne 
protector  was  for  liberty,  and  the  utmofl:  latitude  to  all 
parties,  fo  far  as  confijicd  with  the  peace  and  fafety  of  his 
perfon  and  government,  and  therefore  he  wiis  never  jealous  < 
<■'•  of  any  caufe  or  feft  on  the  account  of  herefy  and  falfnood, 
but  on  his  wifer  accounts  of  political  peace  and  quiet;  and 
even  the  prejudice  he  had  againft  the  epifcopal  party  was 
“  more  for  their  being  royaliils,  than  for  being  of  the  good 
old  church.  Dr.  Gunning,  afterwards  biihop  of  Ely,  kept 
a  conventicle  in  London,  in  as  open  a  manner  as  diiTenters 
did  after  the  toleration ;  and  fo  did  feveral  other  epifcopal 
cc  divines.' 

For  the  fame  reafons  his  highnejs  girt  the  laws  clofe  upon 
the  papifls,  not  upon  account  of  tlieir  religion,  but  becauie 

*  On  this  ground  when  the  lord  primate  went  to  him  a  fecond  time  to 
get  the  promife,  which  the  proteflor,  on  the  iirft  application  had  made  of 
taking  off  thefe  reftraints,  ratified  and  put  into  writing,  he  retraced  his  en- 
o-agement,  which  both  grieved  and  irritated  the  archbifhop.  He  nad,  in¬ 
deed,  good  reafon  to  be  difpleafed.  By  tiffs  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Neal's 
ffatement  above  is  not  Accurate.  T^ie  ordinance  was  executed :  and  though 
fome  worthy  epifcopal ians  were  permitted  to  officiate,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  many  innocent  and  worthy  men  muff  have  received  very-  hard  rrreafure. 
The  ordinance  was  marked  with  horrid  feverity:  and  it  is  “  a  barbarous 
“thing  to  prohibit  men  the  life  of  thofe  forms  of  addrefs  to  the  Deity, 
“  which  they  imagine  are  moil  honourable  and  acceptable  to  him.”  Befides 
men  ought  not  to  fuffer  in  their  moll  valuable  and  unalienable  rights  on  fuf- 
picion ;  and  inffead  of  being  amenable  for  overt-a5ls,  be  punilhed,  as  it  were, 
for  crimes  they  have  'never  committed.  This  is  in] office  and  cruelty:  has 
its  origin  in  fear  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  oppreffive  government:  and  tends 
to  make  the  government,  which  it  would  protect  from  dafiger,  odious  and 
hateful.  Grey's  Remarks,  vol.  iff.  p.  1 77,  8.  Harris’s  Life  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  p.  438,  9.  Ed. 
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X  Conf.  Pica,  part  iv.  p.  510.  Compl.  Hill.  p.  223. 


they 


*38 


the  history 


-•CHAP.  HI. 


s-l 


they  were  enemies  to  his  government;  for  in  the  month  of 
May  a  proclamation  was  publilhed  for  the  better  executing 
the  laws  agamft  jefuits  and  priefts,  and  for  the  conviftion  of 
popilh  reeufants;  the  reafons  of  which  the  protector  gives 
m  his  declaration  of  October  3 1  ft,  publilhed  with  the  advice 

°  Vs  council»  111  tllde  words;  Becaufe  it  was  not  only  com- 
manly '  obferved, ,  but  there  remains  with  us  fomewhat  of  proof. \ 

tbat.  Jefmts  have  been  found  among  difeontented  parties  of  this 
nation  who  are  obferved  to  quarrel ,  and  fall  out  with  every 
form  oj  adminijlr at  ion  in  church  and  Jlatefi  The  protestor 
gave  notice  ot  the  like  kind  to  the  republicans,  fifth  monarchy 
men,  levellers,  and  to  the  prejbyterians ,  that  they  lliould  Hand 

upon  the  fame  foot  with  the  royalilts,  in  cafe  of  anv  future 
delinquencies. 

.  Such  was  tlle  proteftor’s  latitude,  that  he  was  for  indul¬ 
ging  the  Jews,  who  petitioned  for  liberty  of  their  religion 
and  for  carrying  on  a  trade  in  London.  M ana  (Teh  Ben 

Ifrae!,  one  of  their  chief  rabbi's,  with  feme  others,  came 
fiom.  Amflerdam  to  Whitehall  for  this  purpofe,  whom  the 
protecioi  tieated  witn  refpeft,  and  fummoned  an '  alfembly 
of  divines,  lawyers,  and  merchants,  to  confult  upon  the  af¬ 
fair.  §  The  divines  were  to  confider  it  as  a  cafe  of  confcience; 
the  lawyers  to  report  how  far  it  was  confident  with  the  laws 
ot  England;  and  tne  merchants,  whetner  it  was  for  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  tiaac  and  commerce.  Bifhop  Burnet  apprehends, 
that  the  proteffo^  defigned  the  Jews  for  fpies  m  the  feveral 
nations  of  Europe  ;  however,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  their 
admiffton  under  certain  limitations  might  be  for  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  commerce;  and  told  the  divines,  that  lince  there  was 
a  promife  in  holy  feripture  of  the  converfion  of  the  Jews,  he 
did  not  know,  but  the  preaching  of  the  chriftian  religion,  as 
it  was  then  in  England,  without  idolatry  or  fuperftition^  might 
conduce  to  it.  But  the  alfembly  not  agreeing  in  their  opi¬ 
nions,  the  affair  was  dropt,  and  the  petitioners  returned  to 
.Holland,  where  Manajfeh  Ben  Ifrael  wrote  a  handfome  letter, 

f  Compl.  Hift.  p.  255,  in  Marg. 

§  It  is  a  proof  of  the  protestor’s  good  difpofitions  towards  this  bulinefs, 
and  of  his  refpedt  for  the  rabbi  who  came  to  negotiate  it,  that,  by  an  order 
of  the  24th  of  March  1655,  l*e  diredted  200I.  to  be  paid  to  him  out  of  th« 
treafury.  Whitlocke’s  Memorials,  p.  673.  Ed. 

now 
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now  before  me,  which  he  calls,  An  anfwer  to  certain  quef- 
tions  propounded  by  a  noble  and  learned  gentleman ,  touching  the 
reproaches  caft  upon  the  nation  of  the  Jews ,  wherein  all  ob¬ 
jections  are  candidly  and  fully  Jiated .  The  famous  Mr.  Prynne 
and  Mr.  Dury  a  prefbyterian  minifter,  wrote  fiercely  agairift 
the  admiffion  of  the  Jews;  but  other  divines,  whom  the 
protestor  confulted,  were  for  admitting  them  .with  fome  li¬ 
mitations.  I  {hall  report  their  refolution  on  this  point  in 
their  own  lang  uage. 

Queftion,  Whether  the  Jews,  at  their  defire ,  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  this  nation  to  traffck  and  dwell  among  us ,  as  Pro¬ 
vidence  Jhall  give  occafion  ? 

The  anfwer  of  thofe  who  were  againft  it  was,  that  they 
could  not  think  it  lawful  for  the  following  reafons : 

1.  44  Becaufe  the  motives  on  which  Manajfeh  Ben  Ifrael , 
44  in  his  book  lately  printed,  defires  their  admiffion  into  this 
44  commonwealth,  are  fuch  as  we  conceive  to  be  very  finful. 

2.  44  The  danger  of  feducing  the  people  of  this  nation, 
44  by  their  admiffion,  is  very  great. 

3.  44  Their  having  fynagogues,  or  any  publick  meetings 
44  for  the  exercife  of  their  religion,  is  not  only  evil  in  itfelf, 
44  but  likewife  very  fcandalous  to  other  chriftian  churches. 

4.  44  Their  cuftoms  and  practices  concerning  marriage 
44  and  divorce  are  unlawful,  and  will  be  of  very  evil  example 
44  amongft  us. 

5.  44  The  principles  of  not  making  conference  of  oaths 
44  made,  and  injuries  done  to  chriftians  in  life,  chaftity,  goods, 
44  or  good  name,  have  been  very  notorioufly  charged  upon 
44  them  by  valuable  teftimony. 

6.  44  Great  prejudice  is  like  to  arife  to  the  natives  of  this 
44  commonwealth  in  matters  of  trade,  which,  befides  other 
54  dangers  here  mentioned,  we  find  very  commonly  fuggefted 

; 44  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  London.55 

Other  divines  were  of  opinion,  that  the  civil  magifitrate 
might  tolerate  them  under  the  following  limitations:  * 

i-  44  That  they  be  not  admitted  to  have  any  publick  ju- 
44  dicatories  civil  or  ecclefiaftical. 

2.  44  That  they  be  not  permitted  to  fpeak,  or  do  any  thing 
44  to  the  defamation,  or  diffionour.  of  the  names  of  our  Lord 
44  Jefus  Chrift,  or  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
g  '  ;  -  “  3.  64  That 
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3*  cc  That  they  be  not  permitted  to  do  any  work,  or  any 
thing,  to  the  open  prophanation  of  the  Lord’s  dav,  or 


chriflian  fabbath. 

4.  “  That  they  be  not  permitted  to  have  any  chriftians 
“  dwell  with  them  as  their  fervants. 

44 


5.  Wk  That  they  have  no  publick  office  or  truffc  in  this 
commonwealth.  0 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


44 


6.  c<*  That  they  be  not  allowed  to  print  any  thing  in  our 
language  againft  the  chriftian  religion. 

7.  “  That  fo  far  as  may  be,  they  be  not  fuffered  to  dis¬ 
courage  any  of  their  own  from  ufing  any  proper  means, 
or  applying  themfelves  to  any  who  may  convince  them  of 
their  error,  and  turn  them  to  chriflianity.  And  that  fome 

“  fevere  penalty  be  impofed  upon  them  who  {hall  apoftatize 
“  from  chriflianity  to  judaifm.” 

Mr.  Archdeacon  Eachard  fay ts,*  The  Jews  offered  the 
protestor  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds ,  provided  they  might 
have  St .  Paul's  Cathedral  for  a  Jetilement .  And  he  adds 

the  following  malicious  reflection,  that  u  the  money  made  his 
highnefs  look  upon  it  as  the  caufe  of  God ,  but  that  both  the 
clergy  and  laity  fo  declaimed  againft  them,  that  the  religious 
juggle  would  not  take  placed 5  This  the  archdeacon  himfelf 
could  not  believe,  as  being  quite  out  of  chara&er,  for  he 
knew  that  the  proteftor  did  not  inrich  his  family,  nor  value 
but  for  the  publick  fervice.  He  concludes,  that 
the  fews  could  never  be  permitted  to  live  long  in  a  wellfet - 
tied  monarchy.”  What  then  does  he  call  the  monarchy 
of  England  ?  where  the  Jews  have  been  indulged  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  without  doing  any  damage  to  the 
religion  or  commerce  of  the  nation  for  above  fixty  years. 

The  proteftor’s  zeal  for  the  reformed  religion  made  him 
the  refuge  of  perfecuted  proteftants  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
The  duke  of  Savoy ,  at  the  inftance  of  his  duchefs,  lifter  to 
the  queen  of  England,  determined  to  oblige  his  reformed 
fubjefts  in  the  valleys  of  Piedmont  to  embrace  the  Roman 
-  cat h click  religion  or  depart  the  country.  For  this  purpofe 
he  quartered  an  army  upon  them,  which  ate  up  their  fub- 
ftance.  The  proteftants  making  fome  little  refiftance  to  the 
rudenefs  of  the  foldiers,  the  duke  gave  orders,  that  all  the 
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proteftant  families  in  the  valley  of  Lucern  fhould  go  into 
banifh'ment,  which  fome  obeyed,  whilft  the  reft  fent  deputies 
to  the  court  of  Turin,  to  implore  mercy;  but  the  pope,  and 
the  princes  of  Italy,  advifcd  the  duke  to  improve  the  prefent 
opportunity  for  extirpating  the  reformed,  and  making  all 
his  fubjects  of  one  religion.  The  duke  accordingly  fent  exprefs 
orders  to  his  general  to  drive  them  all  out  of  the  country, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  and  to  put  to  death  fuch  as 
fliould  remain.  This  was  executed  with  great  feverity,  April 
20,  1655.  Thofe  who  efcaped  the  fword  fled  into  the  moun¬ 
tains,  from  whence,  being  ready  to  perifh  with  hunger  and 
cold,  they  fent  their  agents  to  the  lord  protedor  of  England, 
and  other  proteftant  powers,  for  relief.  It  was  the  beginning 
of  May  when  his  highnefs  was  firft  made  acquainted  with  their 
diftrefs,  whereupon  he  appointed  a  general  fait,  and  chari¬ 
table  contributions  throughout  all  England  for  their  prefent 
afliftance;  and  fuch  was  the  compaflion  of  the  people,  that 
the  colleftion  amounted  to  thirty -f even  thoufand  and  ninety - 
/ 'even  pounds  feven  /killings  and  three  pence .  About  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  was  remitted  to  their  deputies  at  feveral 
payments,  in  this  and  the  next  year;  but  the  confufions  which 
followed  upon  the  protector’s  death  prevented  the  clearing 
the  whole  account  till  the  convention  parliament  at  the  re^ 
{location,  who  ordered  the  remaining  feven  thoufand  pounds 
to  be  paid.  The  proteftor  applied  to  the  proteftant  kings 
of  Sweden  and  Denmark;  to  the  ftates  of  Holland,  the  can¬ 
tons  of  Switzerland,  and  the  reformed  churches  of  Germany 
and  France;  and  by  his  powerful  inftances  procured  large 
contributions  from  thofe  parts.  He  wrote  to  the  king  of 
France,  and  to  cardinal  Mazarine ;  and  being  glad  of  an 
opportunity  to  ftrike  terror  into  the  Roman  catholick  powers, 
he  fent  Samuel  Moreland ,  efq;  with  a  letter  to  the  duke  of 
Savoy ,  in  which,  having  reprefented  the  cruelty  and  injuftice 
of  his*behayiour  towards  the  proteftants  in  the  valleys,  he 
tells  him,  cc  That  he  was  pierced  with  grief  at  the  news  of 
ci  the  fufferings  of  the  Voudois,  being  united  to  them  not 
cc  only  by  the  common  ties  of  humanity,  but  by  the  profef- 
<c  fion  of  the  fame  faith ,  which  obliged  him  to  regard  them 
cc  as  his  brethren;  and  he  fliould  think  himfelf  wanting  in 
cc  his  duty  to  God,  to  charity,  and  to  his  religion,  if  he 

<c  fliould 
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“  fhould  be  fatisfied  with  pitying  them  only  (whofe  miferable 
cc  condition  was  enough  to  raife  companion  in  the  moft  bar* 
barous  minds  ;)  unlefs  he  alfo  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft 
“  of  his  ability  to  deliver  them  out  of  it.”  This  awakened 
the  popifh  powers,  infomuch  that  Mazarine  wrote  in  the 
moil  preffing  language  to  the  court  of  Turin,  to  give  the 
proteftor  immediate  fatisfaftioh;  with  which  the  duchefs  re¬ 
proached  him,  becaufe  he  had  made  no  terms  for  the  Englifh 
papifts;*  but  his  eminence  replied,  “  We  muft  leave  to  God 
“  the  care  of  defending  the  catholicks,  whofe  caufe  is  moft 
cc  juft  >  but  that  of  the  hereticks  needs  for  its  fupport  the 
“  clemency  of  princes.”  Upon  this  the  perfecution  imme¬ 
diately  ceafed;  the  duke  recalled  his  army  out  of  the  valleys, 
and  reftored  their  goods;  the  poor  people  returned  to  their 
houfes,  and  recovered  all  their  ancient  rights  and  privileges. 
But  to  ftrike  fome  further  terror  into  the  pope,  and  the  little 
princes  of  Italy,  the  proteftor  gave  out,  that  for  as  much  as 
he  was  fatisfied  they  had  been  the  promoters  of  this  perfe¬ 
cution,  he  would  keep  it  in  mind,  and  lay  hold  of  the  firft 
opportunity  to  fend  his  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean  to  vifit 
Chita  Vecchia ,  and  other  parts  of  the  ecclefiaftical  territories; 
and  that  the  found  of  his  cannon  fhould  be  heard  in  Rome 
itfelf.  He  declared  publickly  that  he  would  not  fuffer  the 
proteftant  faith  to  be  infulted  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  and 
therefore  procured  liberty  to  the  reformed  in  Bohemia  and 
France;  rior  was  there  any  potentate  in  Europe  fo  hardy 
as  to  rifle  his  difpleafure  by  denying  his  requefts. 

The  charitable  fociety  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
children  of  clergymen,  fince  known  by  the  name  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  for  the  Sons  of  the  Clergy ,  had  its  beginning  this  year; 
the  firft  fermon  being  preached  by  the  reverend  Mr.  George 
Hally  fon  of  the  famous  Jofeph  Hall  bifliop  of  Exeter,  then 
minifter  of  Alderfgate,  afterwards  archdeacon  of  Canterbury, 
and  bifliop  of  Chefter.  The  fermon  was  entitled,  God's  ap¬ 
pearing  for  the  tribe  of  Levi ,  improved  in  a  fermon  preached 
at  St.  Paul's,  November  8,  1655,  to  the  fotis  of  ministers 
then  folemnly  afembled,  from  Numb .  xvii.  8.  The  Rod  of 
Aaron  budded ,  and  bloomed  bloffoms,  and  yielded  almonds.  The 
preacher’s  defign  was  to  enforce  the  neceffity  and  ufefulnefs 

*  Burnet,  vol,  i.  p,  108,  Edin.  edit. 
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of  a  fettled  miniftry;  and  though  there  were  feme  paflages 
that  difcovered  him  to  be  a  prelatijl ,  the  main  part  of  the  fer- 
mon  breathes  moderation;  u  Let  thofe  ill-invented  terms 
(fays  he)  whereby  we  have  been  dijftinguifned  from  each 
<c  other,  be  fwallowed  up  in  that  name  which  will  lead  us 
hand  in  hand  to  heaven,  the  name  of  Christians.  If 
“  my  flomach,  or  any  of  yours,  rife  againft  tjie  name  of 
cc  brotherly  communion,  which  may  confift  with  our  feveral 
u  principles  retained,  not  differing  in  fubftantials,  God  take 
u  down  that  ftomach,  and  make  us  lee  how  much  we  are 
concerned  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of 
cc  peace.— Why  fliould  feme,  in  the  height  of  their  zeal  for 
cc  a  liturgy,  fuppofe  there  can  be  no  iervice  of  God  but 
where  that  is  ufed  ?  Why  Ihculd  others,  again,  think  their 
cc  piety  concerned  and  treipaffed  upon,  if  I  prefer,  and  think 
u  fit  to  ufe  a  fet  form?  There  muff  be  abatements  and  al- 
“  lowances  of  each  other;  a  coming  down  from  our  punc- 
u  tilios,  or  we  fliall  never  give'up  a  good  account  to  God.” 
From  this  time  fermons  have  been  preached  annually  and 
large  contributions  made  for  the  fervice  of  this  charity.  In 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  they  became  a  body  corporate  % 
and  their  prefent  grandeur  is  fufficiently  known  to  the  whole 
nation. 

On  the  2 1 ft  of  March  this  year,  died  the  mod  reverend 
and  learned  archbifhop  UJher ,  born  in  Dublin  i  380,  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  Trinity-college.*  He  proceeded  M.  A.  in  the  year 
1600,  and  next  year  was  ordained  deacon  and  prieft  by  his 
uncle  Henry  UJher ,  then  archbifhop  of  Armagh.  In  the 
year  1620  he  was  made  bifhop  of  Meath,  and  four  years 
after  archbifhop  of  Armagh;  in  which  ftation  he  remained 
till  the  dilfolution  of  the  hierarchy  during  the  civil  wars 
In  his  younger,  years  lie  was  a  calvinifi ,  but  in  his  advanced 

*  It  is  a  curious  and  lingular  circumftance,  that  archbifhop  UJher  re¬ 
ceived  his  firil  elements  of  learning  from  two  aunts,  who  were  both  born 
blind,  yet  found  out  a  method  of  teaching  him  to  read  Englifh  Thefe  la¬ 
dies  had  vail  memories,  and  could  repeat  moil  part  of  the  feripture  by  heart 
diftin&Iy  and  without  miftake.  When  it  was  debated,  whether  Dr.  UJher 
Ihould  be  nominated  one  of  the  aflembly  at  Weftminfter,  Mr.  SeUcn  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  faid^  “  that  they  had  as  good  enquire?,  whether  they  had 
“  bell  admit  Inigo  Jones,  the  king’s  architect,  to  the  company  of  moufetrap- 
■f  makers.”  Britifh  Biography,  vol.iv.  p.  336,  350.  Ed. 

age 
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age  he. embraced  the  middle  way  between  Calvin  and  Armi- 
nius.  He  was  one  of  the  mod  moderate  prelates  of  his  time, 
and  allowed  of  the  ordinations  of  foreign  proteftants;  which 
none  but  he  and  biflxop  Davenant ,  'and  one  or  two  more 
among  the  biihops  of  thole  times,  would  admit.  The  arch- 
bilhop  having  loll  all  his  revenues  by  the  Irifh  rebellion,  the 
king  conferred  upon  him  the  bilhoprick  of  Carlifle  in  com- 
mendam.  In  1643  was  nominated  one  of  the  aflembly 
of  divines  at  Weftminfter,  but  did  not  appear  among  them. 
As  long  as  the  king  was  at  Oxford  he  continued  with  him, 

but  when  the  war  was  ended . he  returned  to  London  and 

lived  privately,  without  any  molcfhition.  He  affifted  at  the 
treaty  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  but  could  do  no  fervice,  the 
contending  parties  being  then- at  too  great  a  diflance  to  be 
reconciled.  A  little  before  the  king’s  death,  the  archbilhop 
was  chofen  preacher  to  the  honourable  fociety  of  Lincoln’s- 
Inn,  preaching  conftantly  ail  term  time,  till  his  eyes  failing, 
he  quitted  that  poll:,  about  a  year  and  a  half  before  his  death, 
and  retired  with  the  countefs  of  '"Peterborough  to  her  houfe 
at  Ryegate.  The  prote&or  had  a*high  efteem  for  this  excel¬ 
lent  prelate,  and  confulted  him  about  proper  meafures  for 
advancing  the  proteftant  intereft  at  home  and  abroad:  He 
allowed  him  a  penfion,  and  promifed  him  a  leafe  of.part  of 
the  lands  of  his  archbifhoprick  in  Ireland  for-  twenty-one 
years;  but  his  death  prevented  the  accomplifhment  of  his 
defign.  About  the  middle  of  February  the  archbilhop  went 
down  to  Ryegate,  and  on  the  20th  of  March  was  feized  with 
a  pleurify,  of  which  he  died  tire  next  day,  in  the  feventy- 
fixth  year  of  his' age,  having  been  fifty-five  years  a  preacher, 
four  years  biihop  of  .Meath,  and  thirty-one  years  archbilhop 
of  Armagh.  The  archbilhop  was  one  of  the  moll  learned 
men  of  his  age ,  he  had  a  penetrating  judgment,  a  tenacious 
memory;  afiove  all,  he  was  a  moll  pious,  humble,  exemplary 
chriftian.*  His  body  was  of  the  fmaller  fize,  his  complexion 

fan  spline, 

O  J 

— -  '  \  x 

*  #<  With  his  wreat  and  vaft  learning:.' it  is  (aid,  “  no  man  had  abetter 
«  foul  and  a  more  apoftolieal  mind,  Pafliojv  pride,  felf-will,  or  the  love 
of  the  world,  feerned  not  to  be  fo  much  as  in  his  nature.  He  had  all  the 
innocence  of  the  dove  in  him.  f.  But  no  man  is  entirely  perfect.  He  was 
not  made , for  the  governing  part  of  his  function.  His  foul  was  too  gentle 
to  manage  the  rovfgh  work  of  reforming  abufes therefore  he  left  things 
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fan?uirie,'but  'his  prefence  always  commanded  reverence.  The 
proteftor  did  him  the  honour  of  a  publick  funeral,  and  bu¬ 
ried  him  at  his  own  expence,*  in  king  Henry  the  VIFs 

chapel.-}-  f'  5  • 

'Stephen  Marjhall ,  B.  D.  was  born  at  Godmanchefter  in 

Huntin'gdonlhire,  and  was  educated  in  Cambridge,  and  after¬ 
wards  beneficed  at  Finchingfield  in  Effex,  where  he  acquired 
fuch  reputation  by  his  preaching,  that  he  was  often  called  to 
preach  before  the  long  parliament,  who  confulted  him  in  all 
affairs  relating  to  religion.  He  was  one  of  the  affembly  of 
divines,  and  employed  inmoft,  if  not  all  the  treaties  between 
the  king  and  parliament.  Mr.  Eachard ,  according  to  his 
ufual  candour,  calls  him  “  a  famous  incendiary,  and  affiftant 
“  to  the  parliamentarians,  their  trumpet  in  their  fads,  their 
“  confeffor  in  their  ficknefs,  their  counfellor  in  their  aflem- 
“  blies,  their  chaplain  in  their  treaties,  and  their  champion 


«  as  he  found  them.  He  faw  the  necelfity  of  cutting'off  many  abufes,  and 
«  hoped  for  a  time  of  reformation,  yet  he  did  not  exert  himfelf  to  correft 
«  or  remove  thofe'  corruptions  which,  he  apprehended  would  bring  a  curfe 
“  and  ruin  upon  the  church.  It  feems  that  this  fat  heavy  upon  his  mind  in 
«  his  laft  illnefs';  for  he  prayed  often  and  with  great  humility,  that  God 
«  would  forgive  his  fms.  of  omifiion,  and  his  failings  in  his  duty.”  Life  of 
Ep.  Bedel,  p.  86,  7.  Ed. 


*  Here  Mr.  Neal  was,  it  feems,  in' a  miftake.  The  protestor,  though 
he  directed  that  this  prelate  fhould  be  buried  with  great  pomp  in  Weftminfter 
Abbey;  bore  but  half  the  expence  of  the  funeral;  the  other  half  fell  very 
heavily  upon  his  relations.  His  Annals  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  is 
efteemed  the  moft  valuable  of  his  numerous  works ;  and  the  firft  draught  of 
this  work  was  drawn  up  by  him,  when  he  was  only  fifteen  years  of  age. 
The  Welle rn  world  owes  its  firft  acquaintance  with  the  Samaritan  bible  to 
this  prelate.  Four  copies  were  procured  for  him  by  a  factor,  and  fent  to 
him,  from  Syria,  in  1625.  He  gave  one  copy  to  the  library  at  Oxford:  a 
fecond  he  lodged  in  fir  Robert  Cotton’s  library:  he  fent  a  third  to  Leyden, 
and  referved  the  fourth  for  himfelf.  The  Old  Teftament  in  Syriac  was 
obtained  for  him  not  long  after.  Clarke’s  Martyrology,  in  the  Lives,  p. 
280,  and  292.  Granger’s  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  27.  Svo. 

Cromwell  prevented  the  faleof  Archb.  Ujber’s  valuable  library  of  prints 
and  manuferipts  to  foreigners;  and  caufed  it  to  be  purchafed  and  fent  over 
to  Dublin,  with  an  intention  to  beftow  it  on  a  new  college,  or  hall,  which 
he  propofed  to  build  and  endow  there.  The  leafe,  which,  as  Mr.  Neal  fays, 
Cromwell  promifed  to  the  archbilhop,  was  never  executed :  and  it  admits 
a  doubt,  whether  the  penfion  was  ever  enjoyed.  Dr.  Grey ,  on  the  authority 
of.  Dr.  Parr ,  the  primate’s  biographer.  Ed. 


f  Clarke’s  General  Martyrology,  p.  277,  &c.  of  the  Lives. 
VCfr,.  IV.  L 


I*. 


\ 


i4  6 


THE  HISTORY 


CHAP.  III. 


“  !n  their  disputations;”*  and  then  adds,  “  This  great 
Soimci ,  being  taken  with  a  defperate  ficknefs,  departed  the 
“  world  mad  and  raving.”  An  unjuft  afperfion!  for  he  was 
a  perfon  of  fober  and  moderate  principles,  infomuch  that  Mr. 
Baxter  ufc  d  to  fay,  that  if  all  the  bifhops  had  been  of  the 
fptnt  and  temper  of  archbiihop  Ujher ,  the  prdbyterians-  of 
tlie  temper  of  Mr.  Marjhal! ,  and  the  independents  like  Mr. 
Jen  Burroughs,  the  divifions  of  the  church  would  have  been 
eafily  compromised.  When  he  was  taken  ill,  and  obliged 
to  retire  into  the  country  for  the  air,  the  Oxford  Mercury 
faid  he  was  diftrafted,  and  in  his  rage  conftantiy  cried  out, 
that  he  was  damned  for  adhering  to  the  parliament  in  their 
wai  ngainft  tne  king.  But  he  lived  to  confute  the  calumny, 
and  published  a  treatife  to  prove  the  lawfulnels  of  defenfive 
arms  in  cafes  of  necefnty.  He  was  an  admired  preacher, 
and  tar  from  running  into  the  extremes  of  the  times.  In  the 
decline  of  his  life  he  retired  from  the  city,  and  Spent 'the  two 
laft  years  of  his  life  in  Ipfwich.  The  reverend  Mr.  G.  Firmin, 
in  a  preface  to  one  of  Mr.  Marjha/l’s  pofthumous  fermons’ 
writes,  that  he  had  left  few  fuch  labourers  as  himfelf  behind 
him;  that  he  was  a  chriftian  by  practice  as  well  as  profeflion; 
tout  he  lived  by  faith,  and  died  by  faith,  and  was  an  example 
to  the  bglievers  in  word,  in  converfation,  in  charity,  in  faith, 
and  puiity.  lhat  wnen  he  and  others  were  talking  with 
Mr.  Marjha.il  about  his  death,  he  replied,  I  cannot  Jay,  as 
he,  1  have  not  fo  lived  that  I  Jhould  now  be  afraid  to  die;  but 
this  I  can  fay,  I  have  fo  learned  Chrift,  that  1  am  not  afraid 
to  die.  He  enjoyed  the  full  ufe  of  his  underftanding  to  the 
laft;  but  loft  the  ufe  of  his  hands  and  appetite,  in  fo  much 
that  he  could  eat  nothing  for  fome  months  before  he  died. 
Mr.  Fuller  fays,  that  he  performed  his  exercife  for  batchelor 
of  divinity  with  general  applaufe;  that  he  was  a  good 

preacher,  but  fo  fupple,  that  he  brake  not  a  joint  in  all  the 

’  \  . 

*  I  words  of  Mr.  Eachard  are  almoft  ‘verbatim  borrowed  from  Fuller . 
Dr.  Grey,  to  confute  the  character  given  of  Mr.  Marpall ,  as  an  admired 
preacher,  quotes  fome  palTages  from  his  fermons;  which  certainly  are  not 
in  the  tafte  of  modem  eloquence:  but  tjiey  had  a  point  in  them,  and 
abounded  in  antithsfes  and  comparifons,  which,  it  is  eafyto  conceive,  mio-ht 
gain  admiration.  Belides,  compofitions  fhould  be,  in  part,  at  leaft,  judged  of 
by  the  fpirit  and  taite  of  the  age,  to  which  they  were  adapted.  Ed. 
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alteration  of  the  times;  and  although  fome  fufpefted  him  of 
deferting  his  prefbyterian  principles,  yet  upon  his  death-bed 
he  gave  them  full  fatisfaftion  that  he  had  not.*  His  remains 
werfc  folemnly  interred  in  Weftminftcr- Abbey,  but  were  dug 
up  again  at  the  reftoration. 

The  protestor  having  as  yet  no  better  than  a  military  title 
'  to  his  high  dignity,  refolved  to  obtain  a  mofe  legal  one  as 
foon  as  the  times  would  admit.  He  had  now  cut  his  way 
through  a  great  many  difficulties,  and  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms 
this  fummer  having  raifed  his  reputation  to  an  uncommon 
'  pitch  of  greatnefs,  he  refolved  to  fummon  a  new  parliament  to 
meet  at  Weftminfter,Sept.  17,1656,  to  confirm  his  title  to  the 
proteftorfhip ;  and  the  republicans  being  his  mod  dangerous 
enemies,  the  proteftor  fent  for  fir  H.  Vane  and  major-general 
Ludlow,  to  give  fecurity  not  to  act  againft  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernment.!  He  afked  Ludlow ,  what  made  him  uneafy?  or 
what  he  would  have?  Ludlow  anfwered,  He  would  have 
the  nation  governed  by  its  own  confent.  I  am,  faid  the 
proteftor,  as  much  for  a  government  by  confent  as  any  man; 
but  where  fhall  we  find  that  confent;  among  the  prelatical, 
prefbyterian,  independent,  anabaptift,  qr  levelling  parties? 
The  other  replied,  among  thofe  of  all  forts  who  have  afted 
with  fidelity  and  affeftion  to  the  publick.  The  protector , 
apprehending  that  he  was  for  throwing  all  things  back  into 
confufion,  told  him,  that  all  men  now  enjoyed  as  much  liberty 
and  protection  as  they  could  defire,  and  that  he  was  refolved 
to  keep  the  nation  from  being  embrued  again  in  blood.  “  I 
ic  defire  not,  fays  he,  to  put  any  more  hardfhips  upon  you 
than  upon  myfelf;  nor  do  I  aim  at  any  thing  by  this  pro- 
4C  ceeding  but  the  publick  quiet  and  fecurity.  As  to  my 
<c  own  circumftances  in  the  world,  I  have  not  much  improved 
them,  as  thefe  gentlemen  (pointing  to  his  council)  well 
^  know/’  But  Ludlow ,  fir  Henry  Vane ,  and  colonel  Rich, 
perfifting  in  their  refufal  to  give  fecurity,  were  taken  into 
cuftody.  Bifhop  Burnet  fays,  that  others  folicited  him  to 
reftore  the  young  king,  and  that  the  earl  of  Orrery  told  him 
he  might  make  his  own  terms;  but  that  Cromwell  replied, 
that  the  fon  coidd  never  forgive  his  father's  blood ;  and  that  he 

*  Fuller’s  Worthies,  book  II.  p.  53.  f  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  340. 
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zoasfo  debauched  he  would  undo  every  thing ,  It  was  therefore 
refolved  to  fet  him  afide,  and  proceed  upon  the  prefent  plan. 

W  hen  the  parliament  met  according  to  appointment,  the 
reverend  Dr.  Owen  preached  before  them;  his  text  was,  Ifa. 
X]V*  32*  ?d hat  jhall  one  then  anfwer  the  meffengers  of  the 
nation  ?  that  the  Lord  hath  founded  Zion ,  and  the  poor  of  his 
people  fload  truji  in  it,  from  the  Abbey,  the  protector  went 
w  ith  the  members  to  the  painted  chamber,  where  he  made  a 
fpeech  and  then  difmilfed  them  to  their  houfe:  but  to  prevent 
their  entering  into  debates  about  his  title,  a  guard  was  placed 
at  the  door,  with  a  paper  of  recognition  for  each  member 
to  fubfcribe,  wherein  they  promife,  not  to  act  any  thing  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  government  as  it  was  ejiablijhed  under  a  pro¬ 
tector.  Upon  their  fubfcribing  this,  if  they  were  under 
no  disqualification,  they  had  a  certificate  of  their  return,  and 
of  their  being  approved  by  his  highness  and  council.* 
This  meafure  was  certainly  inconfiftent  with  the  freedom  of 
parliaments:  for  if  the  crown  has  a  negative  upon  the  return 
of  the  members,  they  are  tools  of  the  crown,  and  not  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  people;  becaufe,  though  they  are  legally 
chofen  and  returned  by  the  proper  officer,  a  Superior  tribunal 
may  let  them  afide.  Befides,  if  the  parliament  was  to  give 
a  fan  ft  ion  to  the  new  government,  the  recognition  was  abfurd, 
becaufe  it  obliged  them  to  confent  to  that  which  they,  had 
no  liberty  to  debate.  It  muff  therefore  be  allowed,  that 
Cromwell’s  protedtorfdp  was  built  folely  upon  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  council  of  (officers:  this  being  one  of  thofe  funda¬ 
mentals  which  his.  highnefs  would  not  Suffer  any  of  his 
parliaments  to  debate.  But  it  is,  highly  probable  that  thefe 
firetches  of  power  might  be  abfolutely  unavoidable  at  this 
time,  to  maintain  government  under  any  form;  and  that 
without  them  the  Several  parties  would  have  fallen  to  pieces, 
and  involved  the  nation  in  confufion  and  a  new  war.  The 
parliament,  in  their  humble  petition  and  advice ,  guarded  again  ft 
the  exciuiion  of  their  members  for  the  future,  except  by  a 
vote  of  tlte  houfe,  which  the  proteftor  freely  confented  to;  fo 
that  this  was  only  a  temporary  expedient,  and  not  to  be  made 
a  precedent  of:  but  at  prefent  almoft  one  hundred  members 
refufed  to  fubfcribe,  and' were  therefore  excluded.  Thefe 

*  Whitlocke,  p.  639. 
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prefented  a  petition  to  the  fitting  members  for  redrefs,  and 
were  anfwered,  that  the  protestor  had  promifed  to  relieve  1 
them  if  they  could  {hew  caufe  of  complaint.  But  inftead  of 
this,  they  appealed  to  the  people  in  a  fevere  remembrance, 
charging  his  highnefs  with  invading  their  fundamental  rights 
and  liberties,  and  preventing  the  free  meeting  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people  in  parliament.  To  which  it  was 
replied,  that  if  they  would  not  fo  much  as  own  the  protector, 
they  had  no  'colour  or  pretence  to  call  themfelves  members 
of  parliament. 

The  fitting  members  having  chofen  fir  Thomas  WiddrhrHon 

O  O  o 

their  fpeak'er,  approved  of  the  war  with  Spain,  and  voted 
fupplies  to  fupport  / his  highnefs  in  the  profecution  of  it. 
They  renounced  and  difannulled  the  title  of  Charles 
Stuart;  and  paffed  an  aft,  making  it  high  treafon  tocom- 
pafs  or  imagine  the  death  of  the  lord  protector.  They  . 
reviewed  the  orders  and  ordinances  of  the  proteftor,  and  his 
council,  in  the  intervals  of  parliament,  and  confirmed  mod 
of.  them.  They  abrogated  the  authority  and  power  of  the 
major-generals,  conceiving  it  inconfiftent  with  the  laws  of 
England,~and  liberties  of  the  people.  Thefe,  and  fome  other 
afts  hereafter  mentioned,  were  prefented  to  his  highnefs, 
Nov.  27,  for  confirmation;  and  as  he  was  pleafed  to  confirm 
them  all,  he  told  them,  that  as  it  had  been  the  cujiom  of  the 
chief  governors  to  acknowledge  the  care  and  kindnefs  of  the 
commons  upon  fuch  occafions Jo  he  did  very  heartily  and  thank¬ 
fully  acknowledge  their  kindnefs  therein .  But  the  parliament 
continued  fitting  till  next  year,  when  wre  fhall  meet  wd th¬ 
in  ore  important  tranfaftions. 

The  aft  for  fecurity  of  the  proteftor’ s  perfon"  was  no 
fooner  paffed  than  a  plot  was  difcovered  againfl  his  life. 
Miles  Syndercomb  a  leveller,  a  bold  refolute  man,  having  been 
difbanded  in  Scotland,  combined  with  one  Cecil,  and  another 
of  the  proteftor* s  life-guards,  to  affaffmate  him  as  he  was 
going  to  Hampton-court;  but  being  dillippointed  once  and 
again  by  fome  unexpefted  accidents,  the  other  eonfpirators 
betrayed  the  defign.  Syndercomb  put  himfelf  on  his  trfiifi 
and  was  condemned  on  the  flatute  125  th  of  Edward  III  the 
chief  juftice  Glynne  declaring,  that  by  the  word  king  in  the 
ffatute,  any  chief  magiftrate  was  underftood.  But  Synder - 

.  N  comb 
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comb  prevented  the  execution  ;  for  the  very  morning  he  was 
to  differ,  he  was  found  dead  in  his  bed;  whereupon  his  body 
was  tied  to  a  horfe’s  tail,  and  dragged  naked  to  the  fcaffold 
on  rower-hill,  and  then  buried  with  a  flake  driven  throueh 
it.  However,  a  day  of  publick  thankfgiving  was  appointed 
for  the  prote&ors  deliverance,  Feb.  20;  when  his  highnefs 
gave  the  fpeaker  and  members  of  parliament  a  fplendid  en¬ 
tertainment  at  the  banqugting-houfe. 

The  war  with  Spain  this  dimmer  was  attended  with  vafl 
fuccefs,  for  no  fooner  had  the  king  of  Spain  feized  the  effects 
of  the  Englijh  merchants  in  his  country,  than  the  proiedor 
ordered  his  admirals,  Blake  and  Montague^  to  block  up  the 
harbour  of  Cadiz,  and  look  out  for  the  Plate  fleet,  which 
captain  Stayner ,  who  was  left  with  feven  men  of  war  upon 
the  coafl,  while  the  admirals  were  gone  to  Portugal  for  frefh 
water,  difcovered,  confiding  of  eight  men  of  war,  making  di¬ 
rectly  for  Cadiz;  Stayner  bore  up  to  them  with  all  the  fail 
he  could  make,  and  engaged  them  within  four  leagues  of 
their  port;  the  Spanifh  admiral  run  his  fhip  afliore  with  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  eight;  but  the  vice-admiral, with 
twelve  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  and  another  gal¬ 
leon,  were  fired  and  funk ;  the  rear-admiral,  with  two  millions 
of  plate  in  her, , was  taken;  and  upon  the  whole,  fix  of  the 
eight  Chips  were  dedroyed;  the  plate  to  the  value  of  two  mil¬ 
lions,  wqs  brought  to  Portfmouth,-  and  conveyed  in  carts  to 
London,  and  carried  through  the  city  to  the  Tower  to  be 
coined.  Admiral  Blake ,  with  the  red  of  the  fleet,  wintered 
upon  the  coad  of  Spain,  and  dedroyed  another  fleet  of  much 
greater  value  the  next  fummer. 

After  the  difcovery  of  SyndercomV s  plot,  the  prelatijls , 
prejbyterians ,  and  levellers ,  were  pretty  quiet,  but  the  quakers 
began  to  be  very  troublefome.  The  reader  has  been  in¬ 
formed  under  the  year  1650,  that  George  Fox  travelled  the 
countries,  declaiming  in  the  market-places,  and  in  churches, 
againd  all  ordained  miniders,  and  placing  the  whole  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  an  inward  light ,  and  an  extraordinary  impulfe  of  the 
holy  fpirit .  In  the  year  1652  the  quakers  fet  up  feparate 
aflemblies  in  Lancafhire,  and  the  adjacent  parts.  In  1654 
they  opened  the  fird  feparatb  meeting  of  the  people  called 
quakers  in  the  houfe  of  Robert  Dring ,  in  W atling'-dreet,  Lon-  - 
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don.  Thefe  unwary  people,  by  interrupting  publick  worfhip, 
and  refilling  to  pay  any  refpect  to  the  magiftrate,  frequently 
expofed  themfelves  to  fufferings.*  One  of  them,  in  a  letter  to 
the  proteftor,  fays,  “  that  though  there  are  no  penal  laws 
“  in  force,  obliging  men  to  comply  with  the  eftablifhed  re- 
“  ligion,  yet  the  quakers  are  expofed  upon  other  accounts; 

“  they  are  fined  and  imprifoned  for  refilling  to  take  an  oath; 

“  for  not  paying  their  tithes;  for  difturbing  the  publick  af- 
“  femblies,  and  meeting  in  thefireets,  and  places  of  publick 
cc  refort;  fome  of  them  have  been  whipped  for  vagabonds,  * 
<c  and  for  their  plain  fpeeches  to  the  magiftrate.”  But  the 
quakers  were  fo  far  from  being  difeouraged,  that  they  opened 
a  publick  meeting  under  favour  of  the  toleration,  at  the  Bull 
and  Mouth  inn,  in  Alderfgate-ftreet,  where  women  as  well  as 
men  fpake  as  they  were  moved;  and  when  none  were  moved, 
there  was  no  fpeaking  at  all.f  The  novelty  of  this  afifembly 
drew  great  numbers  of  people  thither  out  of  curiofity;  nor 
did  any  give  them  difturbance,  as  long  as  they  continued 
quiet  within  themfelves;  but  in  feveral  places  where  they 
had  no  bufinefs,  the  extravagance  of  their  fpeakers  was  in- 
fufferable;  one  of  them  interrupted  the  minifter  in  White¬ 
chapel  church,  and  difturbed  the  whole  affembly.  A  female 
came  into  Whitehall  chapel,  ftark  naked ,  in  the  mjdft  of 


\ 

*  Gough  fays/  “  that  moll,  (though  not  always)  they  waited  till  the 
c*'  worfhip  was  ended.”  The  quakers,  he  obferves,  were  not  lingular  con¬ 
cerning  the  gofpel-liberty  of  prophefying.  The  baptifis  and  independents 
adopted  the  opinion,  that  ordained  minifters  had  not,  either  from  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Chrift,  or  the  practice  of  the  primitive  chriftians,  an  exclufive 
'right  of  fpeaking  in  the  church;  but  that  all  properly  gifted  might  freak 
one  by  one.  During  the  civil  wars  it  had  been  ufual  for  layman,  foldiers, 
and  others,  with  the  connivance,  if  not  with  the  approbation  of  the  ruling 
powers,  to  fpeak  or  preach  in  the  publick  places  of  worftiip,  or  elfewhere. 
Oliver  'Cromwell,  in  his  correfpondence  with  the  minifters  of  Scotland,  in 
1650,  had  vindicated  the  pra&ice.  The  members  of  this  infan  t-fociety, 
who  thought  it  their  duty  to  declare  the  burden  of  the  word  on  their  minds, 
were  fanftioned  by  the  opinions  and  manners  of  the  age.  They  were  re- 
prehenfible  only  when  the  impetuofity  of  their  zeal  interrupted  the  fervice 
as  it  was  proceeding.  And  then  the  irregularity  and  rudenefs  of  this 
conduct  did  not  juftify  the  violence  and  outrage  with  which  they  were  often 
treated :  as  contrary  to  humanity  and  civilization  as  to  the  profefted  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religious  liberty. 

Gough’s  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  i.  p.  87.  Ed. 
f  Sew  el’s  Hiftory,  p. 
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publiek  Worlhip-jJ  the  lord  prote&or  himfelf  being  prefect* 
Another  came  into  the  parliament-houfe  with  a  trenchard  in 
her  hand,  which  flic  broke  in  pieces,  faying,  Thus  Jhall  ye  be 
broke  in  pieces .  Thomas  Aldam ,  having  complained  to  the 
ppoteftor  of  the  imprisonment  of  feme  friends  in  the  country, 
and  not  finding- redrefs,  took  oft'  his  cap  and  tore  it  in  pieces, 
faying,  So  Jhall  thy  government  be  torn  from  thee  and  thy 
houfe .  Several  pretending  an  extraordinary  mefiage  from 
heaven,  went  about  the  ftreets  of  London,  denouncing  the 
judgments  of  God  againft  the  prote&or  and  his  council. 
One  came  to  the  door  of  the  parliament-houfe  with  a 


drawn  ./word,  and  wounded  feveral  who  were  prefent,  fay¬ 
ing,  he  was  infpired  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  kill  every  man  that 
fat  in  the  houfe  A  Others  in  their  prophetick  raptures  de¬ 
nounced  judgments  on  the  whole  nation,  and  frequently 
difturbed  the  publiek  aflemblies  where  the  chief  magiftratb 
himfelf  was  prefent.  Many  opened  their  ftiops  on  the  Lord’s 
day,  in  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  were  fo  very  obftinate  and 
intractable,  that  it  was  impofftble  to  keep  the  peace  without 
fome  marks  of  feverity. 


But  the  mod  extravagant  quaker  that  appeared  at  this  time 
was  fames  Naylor ,  formerly  an  officer  in  major-general  Lam - 
'herd s  troop/  in  Scotland,  a  man  of  good  natural  parts,  and  an 
admired  fpeak'er  among  thefe  people ;  feme  of  whom  had 


%  It  does  not  appear  on  what  authority  Mr.  Neal  brings  forward  this 
JlorV.  It  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  Sequel,  who  does  relate  the  two  following 
fads:  p.  144.  If  it  were  a  well-authenticated  fad,  and  if  this  female  were 
a  quaker ,  the  impropriety  and  indecency  of  her  condud  ought  not  to  be 
Imputed  to  the  fociety,  unlefs  it  diredly  arofe  from  their  avowed  principles, 
and  had  been  fandioned  by  their  approbation.  Mr.  Neal,  further  on, 
fpeaks  of  <c  other  extravagancies  of  this  people  recorded  by  our  hidorianfc 
<c  about  that  time.”  The  matter  of  enquiry  will  be,  whether  thofe  hiftori- 
ans  wrote  on  good  evidence,  and  were  candid  and  fair  in  their  reprefen- 
tations?  He  fays,  that  “  the  protedor  was  continually  teazed  with  their 
“  importunities:”  others  may  applaud  the  firmnefs  and  perfeverance  with 
which  their  remondrances,  on  the  perfections  they  differed,  here  called 
teazing  importunities ,  were  renewed.  “  Fox  and  others,”  he  adds,  “  wrote 
<f  letters  to  him,  filed  with  denunciations  of  the  divine  judgments.”  If  we 
may  judge  by  the  fpecimens  of  thefe  letters,  which  Senvel  and  Gough  have 
given  us,  the  candid  reader  will  find  reafon  rather  to  applaud  the  honed 
Simplicity,  and  undifguifed  plain  dealing  in  them,  than  contempt  of  autho¬ 
rity,  or  bitter  invedives.  Ed. 


'*  Whitlocke,  p.  592. 


fuch 


1 


CHAP*  IIP.  '  OF  THE  PURITANS.  ,  153 

< 

fuch  a  veneration  for  him,  that  they  {tiled  him  in  blafphemous 
language,  the  everlajling.  Sun  of  righteoufnefs ;  the  Prince  of 
■peace;  the  only  begotten  [on  of  God ;  the  fairefl  among  ten  thou - 
fund .  Some  of  the  friends  killed  his  feet  in  the  prifon  at 
Exeteia  and  after  his  releafe  went  before  him  into  the  citv 

/  j 

of  Briftol, ;  after  the  manner  of  our  Saviour’s  entrance  into 
Jerufklem:  one  walked  bareheaded;  another  of  the  women 
led  his  horfe;  others  fpread  their  fcarves  and  handkerchiefs 
before  him  in  the  way, -crying  continually  as  they  went  on. 
Holy,  holy ,  hoi y,  is  the  -Lord  God  of  Hojls;  'Hoy anna  in  the 
higheft;  holy ,  holy,  is  the  Lord  God  of  Jfraeh *  Upon  this 
the  magiftrates  of  Briftol  caufed  him  to'  be  apprehended, 
and  fent  up  to  the  parliament,  who  appointed  a  committee 
to  examine  witneiTes  againft  him,  upon  a  charge  of  blaf- 
phemy;  (1.)  For  admitting  religious  worfnip  vto  be  paid  to 
him;  and,  (2.)  For  affuming  the  names  and  incommunica¬ 
ble  titles  and  attributes  of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  as  the  name 
Jesus,  the  fairefl  amongst  ten  thoufand ,  the  only-begotten  Son 
of  God,  the  prophet  of  the  ?ncfl  High ,  the  king  cf  Ifrael ,  the 
everlafling  Sun  of  right e 61  fnefs ,  the  Prince  of  peace .  All 

-  ,  which 
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*  The  (lory  of  James  Naylor  was  too  remarkable,  both  on  account 
of  the  extravagant  delulions  which  milled  him  and  his  admirers,  and  the 
fevere  and  illegal  fentenCe  under  which  he  fuftered,  not  to  be  recorded. 
But  to  give  it^s  a  picture  of  quakerifm  isvnot  fair  or  candid:  for  not  only 
Seuoel  himfe’if  condemns  the  behaviour  of  Naylor  and  his  followers,  2nd  ru¬ 
le  Ives  it  into  his  being  ftupifted  in  his  underilanding,  and  beguiled  by  the 
wiles  of  Satan;  but  informs  us  that  the  quakers  in  general  fpoke  againft 
him  ahd  his  doings.  They  difowned  him  and  his  adherents'.  Gough  there¬ 
fore,  not  without  reafen,  complains  that  this  has  been  palled  over  unnoticed, 
while  the  enormities  of  this  man,  inftead  of  being  overlooked,  have  been 
rather  exaggerated.  The  reflection die  makes  on  this  is  juft,  and  deferves 
ferious  attention.  “  There  feems  to  be  a  pride  and  malignity  in  human 
“  nature,  while  unreformed  by  religion,  diametrically  oppofite  to  chriftian 
(C  charity,  which,  unconfcious  of  fublime  virtue  in  itfelf,  and  aiming  to 
“  deprefs  the  reft' -of  mankind  below- its  own  level,  delights  to  dwell  on  the 
dark  fide  of  characters,  to  magnify  the  failings  of  men,  and  draw  a  fuf- 
picious  {hade  over  their  virtues,  or  the  mitigating  cireumflances  of  their 
c‘  defeats;  and  this  malevolent  difpofttion  receives  new  force  from  the 
“  fpirit  of  party,  which  peculiarly  charaCterifed  this  age,  and  raged  with 

<c  unabated  violence  againft  the  quakers.” - It  may  be  added,  though  it 

(hould  be  with  deep  concern,  that  even  good  and  liberal  minds  do  not  al¬ 
ways  rife  wholly  fuperior  to  the  influence  of  thefe  difpofitions. 

Gough’s  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  251,  247,  8.  Sewel’s  Hiftory, 

p.143,150.  Ed. 
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which  he  confefled,j-  but  alledged  in  his  own  defence,  that 

-  thefe  honours  were  not  paid  to  him,  but  to  Chrift  who 

'  dwelt  in  him. 

The  committee  aJTced  him,  why  he  came  in  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  a  manner  into  Briftol?  To  which  he  replied,  that  he 
might  not  refife  any  honours  which  others  who  were  moved 
by  the  Lord  gave  him.  Being  further  afked  whether  he 
had^  reproved  the  perfons  who  gave  him  thofe  titles  and 
attributes?  He  anfvvered,  if  they  had  it  from  the  Lord ,  what 
had '  I  to  do.  to  reprove  them?  If  the  Father  has  moved  them 
«  ~  g^e '  thefe  honours  to  Chri/l,  I  may  not  deny  them;  if  they 

have  given  them  to  any  other  but  to  Chriji,  I  df own  them. 
He  concluded  his  defence  thus;  I  do  abhor  that  any  honours 
auk  io  God  fcould  be  given  to  me  as  I  am  a  creature;  but  it 
pleafed  the  Lord  to  fet  me  up  as  a  fign  of  the  coming  of  the 
Ligate ous  one ,  and  what  has  been  done  to.  me  pajjing  through" 
the  town,  I  was  commanded  by  the  power  of  the  Lord  to  fuff  er 
to  ue  done  to  the  outward  man ,  as  a  fign;  but  I  abhor  any  ho - 
,  nour  as  a  creature. 

From  the  committee,  he  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
houfe,  where  the  report  being  read,  he  confeffed  it;  upon 
which  the  houfe  voted  him  guilty  of  blafphemy ,  and  ordered 
him  to  be  fet  in  the  pillory  two  hours  at  Weflmmfter,  and 
two  hours  at  the  Old  Exchange;  that  he  fhould  be  whipped 
thi ough  the  flreets  from  W eflminfter  to  the  Old  Exchange; 
that  his  tongue  fhould  be  bored  through  with  an  hot  iron, 
and  his  forehead  ftigmatized  with  the  letter  B ;  he  was  after¬ 
wards  to  be  fent  to  Briftol,  and  to  ride  through  the  city  with 
his  face  to  the  horfe’s  tail,  and  to  be  whipped  the  next 

market-day  after  he  came  thither.  Laft  of  all,  he  was  to  be 

\  ■ 

■f  Tliis  is  not  accurate.  WEen  the  fpeaker  ffldddrington  was  s^oing  to 
pronounce  the  fentence,  J.  Naylor  faid,  “  he  did  not  know  his  offence.” 
To  which  the  fpe&ker  replied,  “  he  fhould  know  his  offence  by  his  punifh- 
■“  ment.”  The  trial  was  publifhed,  but  the  extravagancy  of  the  fentence 
countenances  the  fufpicion,  that  the  account  was  partially  taken  and  pub¬ 
lifhed  to  juflify  the  cruelty  of  it.  Some  of  his  anfwers  were  innocent 
enough :  fome  not  clear,  and  fome  wrefted  and  aggravated  by  his  adverfaries : 
they  reported  the  work,  and  more  than  was  true:  adding  and  diminifhing, 
it  is  faid,  as  they  were  minded;  and  leaving  out  much  of  what  was  fpoken 
to  the  committee.  His  words  were  perverted,  and  enfnaring  queftions 
propofed  to  him.  Sewel’s  Hiftory,  p;.  139,  note,  and  p.  140;  or  Gough, 
voj.  i.  p,  237,  8,  note.  Ed. 

committed 
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committed  to  Bridewell  in  London,  to  be  retrained  from 
company,  and  to  be  put  to  hard  labour  till  1  1C  fhould  be  re- 
leafed  by  parliament;  during  which  time  he  was  to  be  de¬ 
barred  from  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  to  have  no  fuflenance 
but  what  he  got  by  his  daily  labour.*  A  fentence  much  too 
fevere  for  fuch  a  wrong-headed  obftinate  creature,  f 

December  18,  James  Naylor  flood  in  the  pillory  in  the 
Palace-yard,  Weflminfler,  and  was  whipped  to  the  Old  Ex¬ 
change;  the  remainder  of  his  fentence  being  refpited  for  a 
week,  in  which  time  the  reverend  Mr.  Caryl ,  M ant  on,  Nye, 
Griffith ,  and  Reynolds,  went  to  him,  in  order  to  bring  him 
to  fome  acknowledgment  of  his  crime;  J  but  not  being  able  to 

reclaim 

*  It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  to  the  honour  of  humanity,  and  as  a  proof 
that  fome  perfons  of  equity  and  moderation  exifted  in  thofe  times  \  that, 
feveral  perfons  of  different  perfuafions  had  offered  petitions  to  parliament 
on  Ms  behalf,  but  it  was  refolved  not  to  read  them  till  fentence  had  been 
palTed:  when  by  the  execution  of  the  firft  part  of  it  he  was  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  extreme  weaknefs,  many  again  interpofed  in  his  favour  by  a  petition"', 
which  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  by  more  than  an  hundred  on  behalf  of 
the  fubferibers,  while  the  execution  of  the  remaining  part  was  refpited  for 
a  week,  pleading  that  this  refpite  had  refrefhed  the  hearts  of  many  thou- 
fands  altogether  unconcerned  in  his  practice,  and  praying  that  it  might  be 
wholly  remitted.  But  intolerance  and  vindiftivenels  refilled  thefe  folici- 
tations.  The  proteftor  was  then  addreffed;  on  which  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  houfe;  but  this,  though  it  occafioned  fome  debate,  obtained  no  refla¬ 
tion  in  favour  of  the  prisoner.  On  this  the  petitioners  prefented  a  fecond 
addrefs  to  the  protettor:  but  it  is  faid,  the  publick  preachers  by  their 
influence  prevented  its  effedl.  Sewel,  p.  141 ;  and  Gough,  vol.  i.  p.  240, 
41.  Edit.  ' 

t  Mr.  Neal’s  cenfure  of  this  fentence  is  too  gentle.  It  was  repugnant 
to  humanity,  equity,  and  wifdom.  For  though  the  religious  extravagancies 
of  Naylor  might  reafonably  (hock  pious  and  fober  minds.  His  criminality 
ought  to  have  been  eftimated  not -by  the  found  of  the  titles  and  claims  he 
affumed,  or  which  were  given  to  him;  but  by  the  deluflon  and  phrenfy 
which  had  feized  his  brain:  and  on  this  ground  he  was  an  objeft  of  pity, 
not  of  indignation;  and  he  fhould  have  been  affigned  over  to  a  phyliciant 
for  a  cure  of  his  madnefs,  and  not  to  the  executioner  of  publick  juftice  to 
be  punifhed.  His  features,  we  are  told,  bore  a  near  refemblance  to  the 
common  pictures  of  Chrift;  which  is  candidly*  mentioned  by  Mr.  Granger 
to  account  for  his  imagining  that  he  was  transformed  into  Chrift;  and 
which  circumftance  ought  to  have  had  its  influence  with  his  judges.  Iiiftory 
of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  149,  8vo.  Ed. 

t  Thefe  gentlemen,  in  many  refpefts  excellent  chara&ers,  did  not  manage 
this  interview  in  a  manner  worthy  of  themfelves,  or  honourable  to  their  ' 
memory.  For  they  would  admit  no  friend  of  Ms,  nor  any  other  perfon 
into  the  room,  although  requefted.  When  Naylor  infifted  that  what  palled 

fhould 
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reclaim  him,  the  remainder  of  his  fetltence  was  executed 
Dec.  27,  when  fome  of  his  followers  licked  his  wounds,  and 
paid  him  other  Jionouis  both  ridiculous  and  fuperflitious. 
He  was  afterwards  fent  to'  Eriftql,  and  whipped  from  the 
middle  of  ThomaS-ilreet,  over  the  bridge,  to  the  middle  of 
Broad-rtreet.  From  Briftol  he  was  brought  back  to  Bride¬ 
well,  London,  where  he  remained,  fullen  for  three  days, 

and  \\  oulu  not  woik,  out  then  Degged  for  victuals,  and  was 
content  to  labour.  •  r  .  . 

At  length,  after  two  years  imprifonment,  he  recanted  his 
cri 01  s  lo  fai  as  10  acknowledge^  that  the  honours  he  received 
at  his  entrance  into  Brill oi  were  wrong;  “  and  all  thofe  rant- 
“  mg,  wild  fpirits,  which  gathered  about  me  (fays  he)  at  that 
“  time  of  darknefs,  with  all  their  wild  acts, .and  wicked  works 

again!!  the  honour  of  God,  and  his  pure  Fpirit  and  people, 
“  I  renounce.  And  whereas  1  gave  advantage,  through 
“  want  of  judgment,  to  that  evil  fpirit,  I  take  fhame  to  my- 
“  feif.  A:  ter  the  protector’s  death  fames  Naylor  was  re- 
lealed  out  of  prifon,  and  wrote  feveral  things  in  defence  of 
the  quakers ,  who  owned  him  as  a  friend ,  notwithstanding  his 
extravagant  behaviour;*  but  he  did  not  long  furvive: his  en¬ 
largement,  for  retiring  into  Huntingdonfhire,  he  died  there 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 660,  about  the  forty- 
fourth  year  of  ‘his  age.f  Mr.  Wbithcke  obferves  very  juftly, 

•  that 

fhould  be  put  in  writing,  and  a  copy  left  with  him  or  the  jailor,  they 
confented:  but  on  his  remarking  afterwards  in  the  courfe  of  the  conver¬ 
sation,  on  perceiving  they  meant  to  wreft  his  words,  £C  how  foon  they 
“  forgot  the  work  of  the  bifhops,  who  were  now  treading  the  fame  jfeps, 
“  feeking  to  enfnaret  he  innocent/’  they  rofe  up  in  a  rage,  and  burnt  what 
they  had  written.  Sewel,  p.  142.  Gough,  vol.  i.  p.  242.  Ed. 

*  The  reflection  infmuated  here  again#  the  quakers  might  have  been 
well  fpared :  and  it  would  have  been  more  handfome  in  our  author  to  have 
flated  the  matter  as  Sewel  h  as:  “  Janies  Naylor”  fays  he,  t£  came  to  very 
“  great  forrow  and  deep  humiliation  of  mind:  and  therefore,  becaufe  God 
<£  forgives  the  tranfgreffions  of  the  penitent,  .and  bjotteth  them  out,  and  re- 
“  membereth  them  no  more,  fo  could  James  Naylor  s  friends  do  no  other 
“  than  forgive  his  crime,  and  thus  take  back  the  loll  £heep  into  their 
“  fociety.”  SewePs  HiAory,  p.  153.  Ed. 

f  The  jexpreffiohs  uttered  by  James  Naylor ,  about  two  hours  before  his 
death,  both  in  juflice  to  his  name,  and  on  account  of  their  own  excellence, 
deferve  to  be  preferved  here.  “  There  is  a  fpirit  which  I  feel,”  he  laid, 

“  that  delights  to  do  no  evil,  nor  to  revenge  any  wrong,  but  (delights  to 

“  endure 
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that  many  thought  he  was  too  furioufly  profecuted  by  fome 
rigid  men.* 

Other  extravagancies  of  this  people,  about  this  time,  are 
recorded  by  our  hifiorians.  The  proteftor  was  continually 
teized  with  their  importunities;  they  waited  for  him  on  the 
road,  and  watched  about  his  palace,  till  they  got  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  fpeak  to  him.  George  Fox ,  and  others,  wrote  letters 
filled  with  denunciations  of  divine  judgments,  unlefs  he 
would  pull  down  the  remains  of  antichrift,  by  which  they 
underflood  \church  minifters ,  and  church  maintenance.  To 
which  the  proteftor  paid  no  regard. 

As  new  inroads  were  made  upon  the  ordinances  for  obfer- 
vation  of  the  fabbath,  the  parliament  took  care  to  amend 
them.  This  year  they  ordained,  that  u  the  fabbath  fliould 
be1  deemed  to  extend  from  twelve  of  the  clock  on  Saturday 
“  night,  to  twelve  of  the  clock  on  Lord’s  day  night;  and 

tc  endure- all  things,  in  hopes  to  enjoy  its  own  to  the  end:  Its  hope  is  to 
fC  outlive  all  wrath  and  contention,  and  to  weary  out  all  exaltation  and 
(<  cruelty,  .or  whatever  is  of  a  nature  contrary  to  itfelf.  It  fees  to  the  end 
of  all  temptation :  As  it  bears  no  evil  in  itfelf,  fo  it  conceives  none  in 
t(  thought. t:o  any  other:  if  it  be  betrayed,  it  bears  it;  for  its  ground  and 
(C  fpring  is  the  mercies  and  forgivenefs  of  God:  Its, crown  is  meeknefs,  its 
<c  life  is  everlafling  love  unfeigned,  and  takes  its  kingdom  with  intreaty 
“  and  not  with  contention,  and  keeps  it  by  lowlinefs  of  mind.  In  God 
te  alone  it  can  rejoice,  though  none  elfe  regard  it,  or  can  own  its  life:  It  is 
“  conceived  in  forrow,  and  brought  forth  without  any  pity  to  it;  nor  doth 
it  murmur  at  grief  and  oppreffion.  It  never  rejoiceth,  but  through  fuf- 
“  ferings,  for  with  the  world's  joy  it  is  murdered:  I  found  it  alone  being 
“  forfaken;  I  have  fellowlhip  therein  with  them  who  lived  in  dens  and 
<e  defolate  places  in  the  earth,  who  through  death  obtained  this  refurre&ion 
e{  and  eternal  life.”  *  After  his  fall  'Ja?nes  Naylor  was  a  man  of  great  felf- 
denial,  and  very  diffident  and  jealous  of  himfelf.  Sewel,  p.  159.  Gough’s 
Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  246.  Ep. 

*  Whitlocke's  obfervation  on  Naylor  s  fentenc.e,  juft  as  it  is,  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong  and  •  poignant.  In  its  cruelty  this  fentence  bore  a  great 
refemblance  to  that  palled  on  Dr.  Leighton  by  the  infamous  court  of  Star- 
chamber:  and  it  vied  with  it  in  illegality ,  for  the  houfe  of  commons,  as 
Gough  remarks,  is  no  court  of  judicature,  nor  hath  hny  power  to  inflidl  a 
punilhment  beyoftd  imprifonment  during  its  feffion.  Elift.  of  the  Quakers, 
vol.  i.  p.  239.  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  many  of  the  members 
were  very  averfe  to  the  feverity  of  the  meafures  taken  again!!  this  perfected 
man,  whom  a  temporary  phrenfy  milled.  Though  it  may  be  added  here, 

bewildered  victim  was  not  publillied  till  after  his 
releafe,  yet  that  and  other  pieces  were  written  by  him  while  he  was  in 
prifon:  during  which  period  he  recovered  a  found  Hate  of  mind,  and. re¬ 
pented  of  his  errors.  Sewel,  p,  144.  Ed.  within 
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“  within  that  compafs  of  time  they  prohibited  all  kinds  of 
<c  bufmefs  and  diverfions,  except' works  of  neceffity  and 
<c  mercy.  No  eleftion  of  magiftrates  is  to  be  on  the  Lord’s 
“  day;  no  holding  of  courts,  or  return  of  writs,  but  if,  ac- 
“  cording  to  their  charters,  they  fall  upon  the  Lord’s  day, 
they  are  to  be  deterred  to  Monday.  It  is  further  enafted, 
Ci  That  all  perfons  not  having  a  reafonable  excufe,  to  be  al- 
“  lowed  by  a  juftice  of  peace,  fliall  refort  to  fome  church  or 
€C  chapel,  where  the  true  worfhip  of  God  is  performed,  or 
to  fome  meeting-place  of  chriflians  not  differing  in  matters 
of  faith  from  the  publick  profeffion  of  the  nation,  on  pe- 
nalty  of  two  fhillings  and  fixpence  for  every  offence.  It  is 
cc  further  ordered,  that  no  miiiifier  fliall  be  molefled,  or  dif- 
<c  turbed  in  the  difcharge  of  his  office  on  the  Lord’s  day,  or 
ci  on  any  other  day,  when  he  is  performing  his  duty,  or  in 
“  going  or  coming  from  the  place  of  publick  worfhip.  Nor 
“  fhall  any  wilful  difturbance  be  given  to  the  congregation, 
cc  on  penalty  of  five  pounds,  or  being  fent  to  the  workhoufe 
cc  for  fi*  inonths,  provided  the  information  be  within  one 
<c  month  after  the  offence  is  committed.”*  This  ordinance 
to  be  read  in  every  church  or  chapel  of  this  nation  annually, 
the  firff  Lord’s  day  in  every  March. 

The  oath  of  abjuration,  for  difcovering  popifli  recufants, 
not  being  effeftual,  it  was  now'  further  ordained,  u  that  all 
juftices  of  peace,  at  the  quarter-feffions,  fhould  charge  the 
grand  juries  to  prefent  all  perfons  whom  they  fufpefted  to 
“  be  popifliiy  afiefted;  and  that  every  fuch  perfon  fliould. 
appear  at  the  next  quarter-feffions,  and  take  and  fubfcribe 
the  following  oath  of  abjuration,  on  penalty  of  being  ad- 
judged  popifli  recufants  convift,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
4 4  whatfoever.” 


u  I  A .  B.  do  abjure  and  renounce  the  pope’s  fupremacy 
and  authority  over  the  catholick  church  in  general,  and  over 
4C  myfelf  in  particular.  And  I  do  believe  the  church  of  Rome 
is  not  the  true  church;  and  that  there  is  not  any  tranfub- 
ftantiation  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper,  or  in  the 
“  elements  of  bread  and  wine  after  confecration  thereof,  by 
any  perfon  whatfoever.  And  I  do  alfo  believe,  that  there 
u  is  not  any  purgatory  ;  and  that  confecrated  hofls,  cruci- 

*  Scobeb  p.  43$«  “  fixes, 
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“  fixes,  or  images,  ought  not  to  be  worfhipped ;  neither  that 
“  any  worffiip  is  due  unto  them.  ’  And  I  aifo  believe,  that 
falvation  cannot  be  merited  by  works.  And  I  do  fincerely 
tefiify  and  declare,  that  the  pope,  neither  of  himfelf,  nor 
by  any  authority  of  the  church  or  lee  of  Rome,  or  by  any 
other  means,  with  any  other,  hath  any  power  or  authority 
to  depole  the  chief  magiftrate  of  thefe  nations,‘or  to  difpofe 
of  any  of  the  countries  or  territories  thereunto  belonging  - 
or  to  authorize  any  foreign  prince  or  hate  to  invade  or  an¬ 
noy  him,  or  them;  or  to  difcharge  any  of  the  people  of 
thefe  nations  from  their  obedience  to  the  chief  nuvAjtrate  - 
or  to  give  licence  or  leave  to  any  of  the  laid  people"  to  bear- 
arms,  raile  tumults,  or  to  offer  any  violence  or  hurt  to  the 
perfon  of  the  faid  chief  magi/irate,  or  to  the  hate  or  go- 
vernment  of  thefe  nations,  or  to  any  of  the  people  thereof. 

«  farther  fwear’ that  1  do  from  my  heart  abhor,  de- 

telt  and  abjure,  this  damnable  doctrine  and  pofition,  that 
princes,  rulers  or  governors,  which  be  excommunicated  or 
deprived  by  the  pope,  may,  by  virtue  of  fuch  excommuni- 
cation  or  deprivation,  be  killed,  murdered,  or  depofed  from 

tt  thei£  ruIe  or  government;  or  any  outrage  or  violence  done 
to  them  by  the  people  that  are  under  them;  or  by  anv 
other  whatfoever  upon  fuch  pretence.  And  I  do  further 
u  wear,  that  I  do  believe  that  the  pope,  or  bilhop  of  Rome 
«  haJ.  n°  ^thorny,  power,  or  jurifdiftipn  whatfoever’ 
<c  r!'  hin  El3.g]and,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  or  any  or  either  of 
tt  hem’  or  the  dominions  or  territories  thereunto  belonoing 
or  any  or  either  of  them.  And  ail  doctrines  in  affirmation 
of  the  fame  points  I  do  abjure  and  renounce,  without  any 
equivocation,  mental  refervation,  or  fecret  evafion  what- 

£C  f0CVer’  takj,;Srl!lf  words  by  me  fpoken,  according  to  the 
tt  comm°r‘  and  moal  meaning  of  them.  And  I  do  believe  no 
«  p°wer  derived  from  the  pope  or  church  of  Rome,  or  any 
other  perion,  can  abiolve  me  from  this  mine  oath.  /  nd 

So  M°p  meGodP''*r<i0°S a”d difp“fatkm! *° <h' 

U“aI  f.  this  oa,h;  >t*o  proteftor  and  his  fuccelTors 
S  ’  by  piocefs  m  the  Exchequer,  feize  upon  two-thirds  of 
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their  eftates  both  real  and  perfonal,  for  the  ufe  of  the  publick, 
during  the  time  df  their  recufancy;  but  after  their  deceafe, 
the  fame  were  to  return  to  the  right  heir,  provided  they  took 
the  abovementioned  oath.  It  was  further  ordained,  66  that 
“  no  iubject  of  this  commonwealth  {hall  at  any  time  be  pre- 
66  lent  at  mafs,  in  the  houfe  of  any  foreign  ambaffador,  or 
“  agent,  or  at  any  other  place,  on  penalty  of  one  hundred 
“pounds,  and  imprifonment  for  fix' months,  half  to  the 
cc  proteftor,  and  half  to  the  informer.”  ’  , 

How  far  thefe  feverities  were  needful  or  juftifiable  I  leave 
with  the  judgment  of  the  reader. 

,  The  protector  had  an  opportunity  this  year,  of  appearing 
for  the  proteftants  of  France,*  as  he  had  done  laft  year  for 
thofe  of  the  Valleys;  there  happened  a  quarrel  between  the 
burghers  of  Nifmes,  who  were  moftly  hugonots ,  and  the  ma- 
giflrates  and  bifliop  of  the  city;  the  intendant  of  the  province? 
being  informed  of  it,  repaired  thither  to  prevent  an  infurrec- 
tion;  but  the  burghers  {landing  in  their  own  defence  railed  a 
tumult,  of  which  the  intendant  fent  an  account  to  court.  The 
burghers,  being  foon  fenfible  of  their  folly,  fubmitted  and 
♦  begged  pardon  5  but  the  court ,  laying  hold  of  the  opportunity, 
refolved  to  ruin  them..  Upon  which  they  difpatched  a  mef- 
fenger  privately  to  Cromwell,  and  begged  his  interpofition/ 
The  protestor,  having  heard  the  whole  account,  bid  the  mef- 
fenger  hay  and  refreih  himfelf,  and  before  he  could  return  to 
Paris,  his'bufmefs  Ihould  be  done.  Accordingly,  an  exprefs 
was  immediately  difpatched  with  a  letter  to  the  king  of 
France,  under  cover  of  the  following  tb  cardinal  Mazarine. 

1  *  •  \ 

To  his  eminence  the  Lord  Cardinal  Mazarine. 

“  HAVING  thought  neceffary  to  aifpatch  this  gentle- 
man  to  the  king  with  the  inclofed  letter,  I  commanded  him 

*  The  conduct  of  Cromwell,,  in  this  in^ance,  does  him  the  more  honour, 
as  unhappily  for  the  fullering  proteftants  of  France,  it  is  unparalleled.  It  was 
not  formed  on  any  precedent  ;  nor  has  his  generous  example  been  followed. 
«  When  an  opportunity,”  obferves  an  ingenious  writer,  “  offered  for 
tc  doing  fomething  for  them'* at  the  peace  of  Ryfivick,  in  169/  •  and.  again. 
“  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  at  which  time  four  hundred  were  Hill  groaning.on 
u  board  the  gallies,  or  perifhing  in  dungeons,  there  was  not  one  ftipulation 
«<  in  their  favour.”  Bicheno’s  Signs  of  the  Times,  part  I.  p.  46  3  no*-c*  Ed. 

“  to 
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to  falute  your  eminence  on  my  part;  and  have  charged  him 
cc  to  communicate  to  you  certain  affairs  which  I  have  entrufted 
cc  him  with:  I  therefore  pray  your  highnefs  to  give  credit 
“  to  what  he  fhall  fay,  having  an  entire  confidence  in  him. 

44  Tour  eminence' s  moft  affedionate , 
u  O.  Cromwell,  proiedor'of  the 
44  Commonwealth  of.  England,  &c. 

44  Whitehall,  Dec.  28 th,  .1656. ” 

•  I 

The  prote&or  added  the  following  poflfcript  with  his  own 
hand;  44  I  have  been  informed  of  the  tumult  at  Nifmes:  I 
64  recommend  to  your  highnefs  the  intereft  of  the  reformed T 
And  in  his  inftruftions  to  his  ambaffador  Lockhart ,  he  com¬ 
manded  him  to  infill  peremptorily,  that  the  tumult  of  Nifmes 
be  forgiven ,  or  elfe  to  leavp  the  court  immediately.  Mazarine 
complained  of  this  ufage,  as  too  high  and  imperious ;  but  his 
eminence  ftood  in  too  much  awe  of  the  prote&or  to  quarrel 
with  him,  and  therefore  Tent  orders  to  the  intendant  to  make 
up  the  matter  as  well  as  he  could.  Mr.  Welwood  fays,  the 
cardinal  would  change  countenance  whenever  he  heard  the 
name  of  the  protector,  infomuch  that  it  became  a  proverb 
in  France,  that  Mazarine  was  not  fo  much  afraid  of  the  de¬ 
vil  as  of  O.  Cromwell.  Such  was  the  terror  of  this  great 
man’s  name  in  the  principal  courts  of  Europe! 

This  year*  died  the  right  reverend  and  pious  Dr.  Jofeph 
Hall  bifhop  of  Norwich,  whofe  practical  works  have  been 

in 

*  In  September,  this  year,  [16.56]  there  happened  at  Abingdon  in  Berk¬ 
shire  a  tumult^  which  was  attended  with  fingular  circumftances,  expreffive  of 
the  political  as  well  as  religious  phrenfy  of  the  times.  It  was  occafioned  by 
the  burial  of  Mr.  Pendarnjis,  the  pallor  of  the  baptift  church  in  that  town ; 
who  died  in  London,  and  was  brought  down  to  Abingdon  bv  water,  in  a 
fugar-calk  fsjle.d  up  with  fand,  to  be  interred.  As  he  was  one  pf  xhz  fifth- 
monarchy  men,  and  the  people  to  whom  he  miniltered  were  of  that  ftamp, 
and  famous  among  the  party  in  general,  his  interment  drew  together  fo 
vaft  a  concourfe  of  people,  even  from  the  remotell  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
that  the  governing  powers  took  notice  of  it,  and  fent  major-general  Bridges 
with  a  party  of  foldiers  to  attend  on  the  occafion.  Several  days  were  fpent 
by  the  people  in  religious  exercifes,  in  which  were  thrown  out,  many  railing 
accufations  againft  the  exilting  government,  and  exhortations  to  “  arire  and 

fight  the  Lord’s  battles,”, &c.  At  laft  the  major-general  fent  an  order 
to  dilfolve  the  meeting  in  thefe_  words :  It  is  the  order  of  the  fate,  that  you 
depart  to  your  habitations .  They  refufed  to  obey  this  order,  and  perfilled 
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in  great  efteem  among  the  diffenters.  He  was  born  as  Afhby 
ue  la  Zouch  in  Leicefterlhire,  and  educated  in  Emanuel  col- 
lege,  Cambridge.  When  he  left  the  univerfity,  he  travelled 
with  fir  Edmund  Bacon  to  the  Spa  in  Germany.  Upon  his 
v  letuin,  he  was  taken  into  the  lervice  of  prince  Henry ,  and 
preferred  to  the  reftory  of  Waltham  in  Efiex,  which  he  held 
twenty-two  years.  King  James  j'ent  him  to  the  fynod  of  Dort 
with  other  Englilh  divines,  where  he  preached  a  Latin  fermon; 
but  was  forced  to  retire  to  England  before  the  fynod  broke 
up,  on  the  account  of  his  health.  Some  time  after  his  return, 
fie  was  pieferred  to  the  bifhopnck  of  Exeter,  and  from  thence 
tranflated  to  Norwich.  At  the  beginning  of  the  troubles  be¬ 
tween  the  king  and  parliament,  the  bifliop  publilhed  feveral 
treatifes  in  favour  of  diocefan  epifcopacy,  which  were  an- 
fwered  by  Sniccly  maims ,  as  has  been  already  related.  He  was 
afterwards  imprifoned  in  the  Tower  with  the  reff  of  the pro- 
tejling  biihops;  upon  his  releafe  he  retired  to  Norwich,  the 
revenues  of  which  biflioprick  being  foon  fequeftered,  together 
with  his  own  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  he  was  forced  to  be 
content  with  the  fifths.  The  foldiers  ufed  him  feverely, 
turning  him  out  of  his  palace,  and  threatening  to  fell  his  books’ 
if  a  friend  had  not  given  bond  for  the  money,  at  which  they 
were  appraifed.  The  bifliop  complained  very  juflly  of  this 
ufage,  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  Hard  Meafure.  At  length  the 
parliament,  to  make  him  fome  amends,  voted  him  40/.  per 
annum ;  and  when  the  war  was  ended,  in  the  year  1 647,  they 

took  oft'  the  fequeftratfon  from  his  eftate,  and  the  bifhop 

/ 

in  their  exercifes.  .  A  guard  was  then  fet  upon  the  houfe,  where  they  were 
aftembled.  On  this  they  repaired  to  the  market-place,  and  continued  in 
the  moft  infolent  manner,  to  rail  at  the  prote&or,  and  abufe  the  foldiers; 
crying  out;  Now,  Lord ,  appear ;  down  with  the  Briefs ,  Sec.  the  very 
women  exciting  the  men  to  violence.  The  foldiers,  at  la  ft,  pulled  down 
the  men  from  their  ftools.  A  fray  enfued,  and  fwords  and  canes  were  bran- 
difhed  together  in  the  greateft  confufion,  and  fome  few  flightly  hurt.  The 
major-general  then  entered  the  town  with  his  whole  brigade  of  horfe. 
The  ringleaders  were  apprehended  and  brought  before  him:  with  whom 
he  reafoned  and  expollulated  in  the  moil  friendly  manner,  but  without 
fuccefs.  For  none  of  them  would  own  their  fault,  or  acknowledge  the  ex¬ 
iting  government,  nor  even  promife  to  behave  peaceably,  having,  they 
knew  not  how  foon  they  might  he  called  forth  to  do  the  Lord's  work.  How¬ 
ever,  five  only  were  committed  to  prifon,  and  they  were  foon  afterwards 
releafed.  Thompfon’s  Colle&ions,  under  the  word  Abingdon  MSS.  Ed. 
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lived  peaceably  upon  it  afterwards,  fpending  his  folitude  in 
afts  of  charity  and  divine  meditation.  He  was  a  learned  and 
pious  man,  and  of  great  humility  and  goodnefs  in  conver¬ 
sation;  but  his  being  the  tool  of  archbifliop  Laud ,  in  fupr 
porting  the  divine  right  of  diocefan  epifcopacy,  leffened  him 
in  the  efteem  of  the  parliament.  Mr.  Fuller  fays,*  he  was 
frequently  called  our  Englifh  Seneca ,  for  the  purenefs,  plain- 
nefs,  and  fulnefs  of  his  dile.f  He  was  more  happy  in  his 
practical  than  polemical  writings.  There  is  one  remarkable 
paflage  in  his  will,  which  is  this,  after  having  defined  a  private 
funeral,  he  adds,  I  do  not  hold  God's  hGufe  a  meet  repofitory for 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  greatefl  faints .  In  his  lad  licknefs  he 
was  afflifted  with  violent  pains  of  the  (lone  and  dranguary, 
which  he  bore  with  wonderful  patience,  till  death  put  an  end 
to  all  his  troubles,  Sept.  8,  1656,  in  the  eighty-fecond  year 
of  his  age. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year  died  the  reverend  Mr. 
Richard  Capel ,  born  at  Glouceder  1586,  and  educated  in 
Magdalen  college,  Oxon,  where  he  proceeded  M.  A.\  His 
eminence  in  the  univerfity  (fays  the  Oxford  hidorian)  was 
great;  he  had  divers  learned  men  for  his  pupils,  who  were 
afterwards  famous  in  the  church,  as  Accepted  Frewen ,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Tork^  William  Pemble ,  and  others.  He  left  the 
univerfity  for  the  reftory  of  Eadington  in  his  own  county, 
where  he  became  celebrated  for  his  painful  and  practical 
preaching,  as  well  as  for  his  exemplary  life.  When  the  book 
of  fports  came  out  1633,  he  refufed  to  read  it,  but  refigned 
his  re&ory,  and  commenced  phyfician.  In  1641  he  clofed 
with  the  parliament,  and  was  chofen  one  of  the  affembly  of 
divines,  but  declined  fitting  among  them,  chufing  to  refide  at 
his  living, at  Pitchcomb,  near  Stroud,  where  he  was  in  great 
reputation  as  a  phyfician  and  divine,  preaching  gratis  to  his 
congregation.  He  publiflied  feveral  valuable  treatifes,  and 
among  others  a  celebrated  one,  of  Temptations ,  their  yiature , 
dange? ,  and  cure .  He  was  a  good  old  puritan ,  of  the  damp 

*  Fuller’s  Worthies,  book  II.  p.  1 30. 

f  In  his  younger  years  he  compofed  a  book  of  Satires,  and  was  the  fird 
writer  in  that  kind,  of  our  Englifh  poets.  Mr.  Pope  laid  high  things  of 
this  performance.  Granger’s  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  157,  8 vo. 

t  Fuller’s  Worthies,  p.  260. 
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oi  Mr.  Dod,  Cleaver,  and  Hilderjham;  and  died  at  Pitchcomb 
in  Gloucefterihire,  September  21,  1656,*  as?ed  feventy- 
two  years.-)-  The 


X 

*  Mr.  Neal  has  palled  over  here  a  name  of  great  worth  and  eminence, 
Vv  men  ought  not  co  be  rorgotten  in  an  hi  (lory  of  the  progrefs  of  reliorous 
liberty;  that  of  the  “  ever-mernorable”  John  Hales,  of  Eton,  as  he  has 
been  ufually  called,  who  died  on  the  19th  of  May,  1656,  aged  feventy- 
two  years;  whole  writings,  though  not  numerous,  efpecially  his  c<  Dif- 

courle  on  Schifm,”  have  much  contributed  to  promote  juft  fentiments 
arm  a  boeiality  of  fpirit.  Ire  was  born  at  Bath,  m  and  made  io 

early  a  proficiency  in  grammar  learning,  that  at  1  3  years  of  age  he  was  fent 
to  Corpus-ChriftL  college  in  Oxford;  and  ftudied  under  George  Abbot, 
afterwards  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  under  whom  he  imbibed  an  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  do&riues  of  caliinifm .  In  1605,  by  the.  interefl  of  fir  Henry 
Seville,  warden  of  Merton  college,  whofe  notice  and  patronage  his  merit 
and  learning  had  attracted,  he  was'chofen  fellow  of  "the  fame:  and  his 
afiiftance  was  engaged  in  the  excellent  edition  of  Chryfoftom\  work  by  fir 
Henry ;  which  is  the  befe  printed  Greek  book  England  can  boaft,  and’eoft 
the  learned  Editor  feveral  thoufand  pounds.*  Mr.  Hales  was  alfo  ap¬ 
pointed  to  read  the  Greek  le&ure  in  his  college,  and  in  1612  he  was  defied 
Greek  profeffor  to  the  univerfify.  In  1612-13  he  was  called  upon  to 
compofe  and  fpeak  the  Funeral  Oration  for  lir  thojnas  Bodley ,  founder  of 
the  Bodleian  library,  whofe  corpfe  the  univerfity  determined  to  inter  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner.  On  the  24th  of  May  in  that  year,  he  was  admitted 
fellow  of  Eton  college,  being  then  in  holy  orders.  In  1618  he  accom¬ 
panied  fir  Dudley  Carleton ,  king  James7  s  am  ballad  or  to  the  States  of  Hol¬ 
land,  as  his  chaplain;  and  was  prefent  at  many  of  the  feffions  of  the  Synod 
of  Dort;  from  whence  he  returned  an  Arminian:  “  There,”  he  faid,  “  I 
“  bid  John  Calvin  good  night.”  On  the  27th  of  June,  1639/by  the  in¬ 
terefl:  of  Archb.  Laud ,  he  was  inftalled  a  Canon  of  Windfor:  but  he  enjoyed 
this  preferment,  which  he  reludantly  accepted,  little  more  than  two  years, 
till  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars  in  1642.  About  the  beginning  of 
1645  retired  into  a  private  chamber  at  Eton;  where  he  remained  a 
quarter  of  a  year  in  a  very  obfcure  manner,  and  is  faid,  during  that  time* 
to  have  lived  only  upon  bread  and  beer.  His  fellowlhip  was  continued, 
though  he  refufed  to  fign  the  covenant ;  but  he  was  ejected  from  it  on 
refufmg  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  commonwealth.  His  neceffities 
at  length  obliged  him  to  fell  his  admirable  library  for  700I.  which  had  coft 
him  2500I.  His  love  of  retirement  and  ftudy  induced  him  to  decline  a 
generous  olfer  of  one  of  the  Sedleian  Family.  When  he  held  the  fellow- 
ihip  and  burfar’s  place  of  his  college,  he  was  wont  to  fay,  they  were  worth 
to  him  50I.  a  year  more  than  he  could  fpend.  His  body,  it  is  reported, 
was  well-proportioned,  and  his  motion  briik  and  lively.  Elis  countenance 
vras  fanguine,  cheerful,  and  full  of  air.  His  parts  were  great:  his  genius 
acute  and  piercing:  his  judgment  profound:  his  learning  various,  polite, 
and  umverfal;  fo  that  he  was  called  “  a  walking  library.”  His  manners 
were  mod  amiable  and  engaging.  He  was  moft  exemplarily  meek  and 

*  Harwood's  View  of  the  Editions  of  the  daffies,  fecond  edit.  p.  143* 
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The  parliament  which  met  Sept.  17,  continued  fitting  till 
the  next  year,  having  before  them  an  affair  of  the  greateft 
confequence,  which  was  confirming  the  government  under 
Cromwell  as  lord  protector,  or  changing  it  for  the 
title  of  king.  Col.  Jephfon ,  one  of  the  members  from  Ice¬ 
land,  moved,  that  the  proteftor  might  have  the  crown,  with 
the  title  of  king,  and  was  feconded  by  aklerrfian  Pack,  one 
of  the  reprefentatives  for  the  city  of  London;  but  the  re¬ 
publicans  in  the  houfe  oppofed  it  with  great  vehemence; 
however,  upon  putting  the  queftion,  it  was  carried  for  a  king; 
mod  of  the  lawyers,  as  ferjeant  G/jw,  Maynard ,  Fountain ,  St. 
John ,  and  others,  being  on  that  fide.  April  4,  a  petition  was 
prefented  to  the  profedor ,  recommending  the  title  and  office 
of  a  king,  as  bed  fitted  to  the  laws  and  temper  of  the  people 
of  England;  and  upon  his  defiring  time  to  confider  of  it,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  give  him  fatisfaction  in  any  diffi- 

*  s 

humble;  and  beyond  all  example  charitable:  of  great  candour  and  mode¬ 
ration;  judging  for  himfelf,  but  not  others;  none  more  ftudious  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  or  more  curious  in  the  fearch:  of  the  ftrifteft 
integrity,  and  fmcerely  pious.  He  had  a  great  deteflation  of  an  impofing, 
cenforious  and  intolerant  fpirit:  and  would  often  fay,  that  “  he  would 
€€  renounce  the  religion  of  the  church  of  England  to-morrow,  if  it  obliged 
“  him  to  believe  that  any  other  Ch rift ians  would  be  damned:  and  that  no- 
tc  body  would  conclude  another  man  to  be  damned,  who  did  not  wifh  him 
“  fo.”  The  force,  eloquence,  and  fimplicity,  with  which  he  wrote  to  Abp. 
Laud ,  give  a  pidure  of  his  mind,  as  well  as  convey  excellent  inftrii&ion. 

“  The  purfuic  of  truth,”  fays  he,  44  has  been  my  only  care  ever  fince  I 
“  underwood  the  meaning  of  the  word.  For  this  1  have  forfaken  all  hones, 

all  friends,  all  defires,  which  might  biafs  me,  and  hinder  me  from  dri- 
“  ving  right  at  what  I  aimed.  For  this  I  have  fpent  my  money,  my  means, 

“  my  youth,  my  age,-  and  all  that  I  have. — If  with  all  this  coft  and  pains, 

“  my  purchafe  is  but  error,  I  may  fafely  fay*  to  err  has  coft  me  more  than 
“  it  has  many  to  find  the  truth;  and  truth  fhall  give  me  this  teftimonv  at 
“  laft,  that  if  I  have  miffed  of  her,  it  is  not  my  fault,  but  my  misfortune.” 
He  was  buried,  according  to  his  defire,  in  Eton  college  church-yard,  on  the 
day  after  his  death:  and  a  monument  was  erefted  over  his  grave  by  Mr. 
Peter  Curwen.  A  complete  edition  of  his  works  was,  for  the  firft  time, 
offered  to  the  publick,  from  the  prefs  of  the  Foulis  at  Glafgow,  176;.  in 
three  volumes  iamo.  undertaken  with  the  approbation  of  Dr.  'War burton , 
tiie  bifhop  of  Gloucefter.  44  The  greatnefs  of  his  character,”  obferves  Mr. 
Granger ,  44  has  ftamped  a  value  upon  fome  of  his  compofitions,  which  are 
“  thought  to  have  but  little  merit  in  themfeives.”  Hift.  of  England,  vol. 
u.  8vo.  p.,1'72..  Britifh  Biography,  vol.  iv.  p.  368—375;  and  Works, 
vol.  i.  Teftimonies  prefixed,  and  p.  137,  8. 

t  Clarke’s  General  Martyrology,  p.  303,  of  the  annexed  Lives.  Ed. 
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culties  that  might  arife,  who  urged,  that  “  the  name  of 
“  protestor  was  unknown  to  our  Englifh  conftitution— that 
his  highnefs  had  already  the  office  and  power  of  a  king, 
“  and  therefore  the  difpute  was  only  about  a  name, — That 
“  his  per fon  would  never  befecure  till  he  affirmed  it,  becaufe 
the  laws  did  not  take  notice  of  him  as  chief  mcigijlrute^  and 
jut tes  were  backward  to  find  perfons  guilty  of  treafon  where 
“  there  was  no  king. — They  urged  the  advantages  of  a  mixed 
“  monarchy,  and  infilled  onthefafety  and  fecurity  of  himfelf 
“  and  his  friends — That  by  the  laws  of  Edw.  IV.  and  Henry 
“  VII.  whatever  was  done  by  a  king  in  poffeffion,  with  the 
“  eonfent  of  a  houfe  of  lords  and  commons,  was  valid,  and  all 

that  ferved  under  him  were  exempt  from  punifhment _ 

“  That  without  this  title  all  the  grants  and  fales  that  had 
“  been  made  were  null  and  void;  and  all  who  had  colle&ed 
the  publick  moneys  were  accountable. — In  ffiort,  that  the 
“  inclinations  of  the  nation  were  for  a  king — That  his  not 
accepting  the  office  would  occafion  the  changing  many  an- 
“  cient  laws,  cuftoms,  and  formalities — That  there  would  be 
no  lafling  fettlement  till  things  reverted  to  this  channel— 
<w  To  all  which  they  added,  that  it  was  the  advice  and  opinion 
“  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  three  nations;  and  fince  the 
6C  parliament  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  advifed  arid 
“  deiired  him  to  accept  the  title,  he  ought  not  in  reafon  or 
6 4  equity  to  decline  it.”* 

The  protestor  attended  to  thefe  arguments,  and  would  no 
doubt  have  complied,  if  he  could  have  relied  upon  the  army, 
but  the  chief  officers  remonlfrated  ftrongly  againfl  it,  and 
many  of  his  old  friends,  among  whom  was  his  own  fon-in-law 
Fleetwood ,  threatened  to  lay  down  their  commiffions.  All  the 
republicans  declaimed  loudly  againfl  his  accepting  the  crown, 
and  prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe  againfl  it,  drawn  up  by 
Dr,  Owen ,  and  prefented  by  lieutenant-general  Mafon:  They 
laid,  “  they  had  pulled  down  monarchy  with  the  monarch, 
and  fhould  they  now  build  it  up? — They  had  appealed  to 
“  God  in  the  late  war,  who  had  anfwered  in  their  favour,  and 
“  fhould  they  now  diflrufl  him? — They  had  voted  to  be  true 
to  the  commonwealth,  without  king  or  kingfhip,  and 
fhould  they  break  their  vows,  and  go  back  to  Egypt  for 

*  Whitlocke,  p.  646. 
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«  fecurity? — They  thought  it  rather  their  happinefs  to  be 
«  under  a  legal  danger ,  which  might  make  them  more  cau- 
“  tious  and  diligent. — Some  faid,  if  they  mull:  have  a  king, 
“  why  not  the  legal  one?’,# — Upon  thefe  grounds  they  hood 
out,  and  rejected  with  fcorn  all  limitations  of  the  prerogative 
under  monarchy.  So  that  whatever  might  be  the  protector’s 
inclination,!  he  judged  it  mod  prudent  to  decline  the  crown 
at  prefent;  and  accordingly,  May  8,  he  fent  for  the  houfe, 
and  acquainted  them,  that  as  the  circumjlances  of  affairs  then 
Jlood,  he  could  not  undertake  the  government  with  the  title 

of  KING. | 

Some  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the  protector’s  great  ge¬ 
nius  forfook  him  in  this  affair;  but  it  is  impoffihle,  at  this 
dihance  of  time,  to  judge  of  the  hrength  of  the  reafons  that 
determined  him  the  other  way.  Had  he  affumed  the  title  of 
king,  the  army  would  have  revolted;  the  cavaliers  would 
have  joined  the  republicans  to  have  pulled  him  down  from 
the  throne,  the  whole  nation  would  in  all  probability  have 
been  thrown  into  confufion,  and  himfelf  have  been  the  facri- 
fice.  The  protestor  had  made  large  advances  in  power  al¬ 
ready,  and  he  might  apprehend  it  not  worth  while  at  prefent, 
to  rifle  ihe  whole  for  the  fake  of  a  name;  though  I  make  no 
quehion,  but  if  he  had  lived  to  fee  his  government  eftablifhed, 
and  the  fpirits  of  the  people  calmed,  he  would  in  a  proper 
time  have  accepted  of  the  {file  and  title,  as  he  had  already 
done  the  office  of  king.  Nay,  Mr.  Welwood §  fays,  that  a 
crown  was  aft u ally  made,  and  brought  to  Whitehall  for  that 
purpofe. 

Upon  Cromwell’s  declining  the  title  of  king,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  concluded  upon  an  humble  petition  and  advice ,  which 

*  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  98,  i2mo.  Edinb.  edit. 

f  The  inclinations  of  Cromwell  were  ftrongly  in  favour  of  kingffiip :  for 
he  ufed  all  poffible  means  to  prevail  with  the  officers  of  the  army  to  concur 
with  hi^feheme  of  royalty.  With  this  view  he  invited  himfelf  to  dine  with 
colonel  DeJboroughf  and  carried  lieutenant-general  Fleetwood  with  him,  as 
he  knew  the  influence  of  thefe  officers  and  their  averfion  to  his  wearing 
the  crown.  He  then  even  ftooped  to  folicit  their  indulgence:  “  It  is  but 
“  a  feather  in  a  man’s  cap,”  faid  he,  “  and  therefore  he  wondered  that 
“  men  would  not  pleafe  children,  and  permit  them  to  enjoy  their  rattle.” 
Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  4to.  p.  248.  Ed. 

X  Whitlocke,  p.  646.  $  Memoirs,  p,  1 1 1. 
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was  prefented  to  tne  protefior  May  25,  containing,  amonp* 
others,  the  following  articles.— «  That  his  Ughnefi  would 
“  exerale  the  office  of  chief  magiftrate  of  this  nation  under 
the  title  of  lord  protector;  and  that  during  life  he 
“  would  declare  his  fucceffor— ' That  for  the  future  he  would 
be  pleated  to  call  parliaments,  confiding  of  two  houfes,  to 
“  meet  once  m  Three  years,  and  oftener,  if  there  be  occaiion 
That  the  antient  liberties  of  parliament  may  be  prefer- 
ved;  and  that  none  who  are  chofen  may  be  excluded  but 
“  bY  the  judgment  and  confent  of  the  houfe  of  which  they 
are  members-  lhat  no  papift,  no  perioirthat  has  borne 


ai 


x  x  j  —  1  UV/llMj 

rms  againfr  the  parliament,  unlefs  he  has  dirice' given  proof 
of  his  good  atfehion  to  the  commonwealth ;  no  clergyman, 
no  atheiff,  or  openly  profane  perfon,  be  qualified  to  be 
“  chofen  member  of  parliament—' That  the  other  houfe  of 


parliament  be  not  more  than  fe verity,  nor  lefs  than  forty, 
*  of  which  twenty-one  to  make  a  houfe— That  they  may  not 
vote  by  proxy— That  as  any  of  them  die,  no  new  ones  be 
i#  admitted  but  by  confent  of  the  houfe  itfelf,  but  the  nomi- 
“  nation  to  be  in  the  protefoo-r;  and  that  they  may- not  pro- 
cee^  in  arty  criminal  caufcs  but  by  impeachment  of  the 
46  commons — That  no  laws  be  abrogated,  fufpended,  or  re- 
pealed,  but  by  act  of  parliament;  and  that  no  perfon  be 
“  compelled  to  contribute  to  any  gift,  Joans,  benevolences, 
C£  or  taxes,  without  confent  of  parliament — That  the  number 
of  his  highnef/ s  council  be  not  more  than  twenty-one,  of 
which  feven  to  be  a  quorum;  and  that  no  privy  counielior 
u  be  removed  but  by  confent  of  parliament;  though  in  the 
^  intervals  of  parliament  they  may  be  fufpended — -That  the 
ci  chancellor,  or  keeper  of  the  great  feal,  the  commiffioners 
“  of  the  treafury,  and  other  chief  officers  of  hate,  may  be 

44  approved  by  both  houfes  of  parliament - 

The  article  relating  to  religion  was  in  thefe  words;  That 
66  the  proteilant  chriftian  religion  contained  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
66  tures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  and  no  other,  be  affer- 
ted  and  held  forth,  as  the  pubiick  profeffion  of  this  nation; 
u  and  that  a  confeffion  of  faith,  to  be  agreed  upon  by  your 
highnefs  and  this  prefent  parliament,  be  afferted,  and  re- 
<c  commended  to  the  people  of  the  nation;  and  that  none  fliall 
u  be  permitted  by  opprobrious  words  or  writing  to  revile  or 

66  reproach 
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cc  reproach  the  faid  confelhon.  That  fuch  who  profcTs  faith 
u  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jefus  Chrift  his  eternal  Son,  the 
“  true  God,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghofi,  God  co-equal  and  co^ 
“  eternal  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  one  God  hlcil,  d  far 
66  ever,  and  do  acknowledge  the  holy  feriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  'Teftament  to  be  the  revealed  will  and  word  of  God, 
“  though  in  other  things  they  may  differ  in  word  and  doc- 
44  trine^  or  discipline,  from  the  publick  profeflion  held  forth, 
4C  lhall  not  be  compelled  by  penalties  or  reftraims,  iroimth  ir 
44  profeflion,  but  (hall  be  protected  from  all  i.  .lines  a  k-I  mo- 
44  leftations  in  the  profeflion  of  their  faith,  and  exercife  of 
44  their  religion,  while  they  abide  not  this  liberty  to  the  civil 
46  injury  of  others,  or  the  difturbance  of  the  publick  peace; 
44  provided  this  liberty  do  not  extend  to  popery  or  prelacy, 
44  or  to  the  countenance  of  fuch  who  pubhlh  horrid  blalphe- 
44  mies;  or  who  pra&ile  or  hold  forth  licentioufnefs  or  pro- 
44  fanenefs,  under  the  profeflion  of  Chrilf;  and  thofe  mini- 
44  ders,  or  publick  preachers,  who  agree  with  the  publick 
44  profeflion  aforefaid  in  matters  of  faith,  though  they  differ 
44  in  matters  of  worfliip  or  difeipline,  fhall  not  only  have  pro¬ 
tection  in  the  way  of  their  churches  or  worfliip,  bur  Shall 
be  deemed  equally  fit  and  capable  (being  otherwife  quali¬ 
fied)  of  any  truth,  promotion,  or  employment  in  this  nation, 
44  with  thofe  who  agree  with  the  publick  profeffion  of  faith, 
only  they  fhall  not  be  capable  of  receiving  the  publick 
maintenance  appointed  for  the  minrfiry.  And  all  min  filers 
4£  lhall  remain  disqualified  from  holding  any  civil  employment, 
44  according  to  the  aft  for  difabling  all  perfons  in  holy  orders 
44  to  exercife  any  temporal  jurifdiftion  and  authority,  which 
4C  is  hereby  confirmed.9 ># 

The  proteftor  having  confented  to  thefe,  and  fome  other 
articles,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  an  oath  was  appointed 
to  be  taken  by  all  privy  counfdlors  and  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  future,  To  maintain  the protejl ant  religion ;  to  he 
faithful  to  the  lord  protea  or ;  and  to  preferve  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people;  arid  a  few  days  after  O.  Cromwell 
was  proclaimed  a  fecond  time  lord  protector  in  the  cities 
of  London  and  Weftminfter;  this  being  efteemed  a  new,  and 
more  parliamentary  title;  and  if  the  houfe  had  been  full  and 

*  Whitlocke’s  Memoirs,  p.  678. 
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hee  it  might  have  been  fo,  but  the  council's  afTuming  a  power 
to  approve  or  difapprove  of  the  members  after  they  were 
returned ;  their  forbidding  them  to  debate  the  fundamentals 
of  the  new  government,  and  obliging  them  to  fign  a  recognition 
of  it  before  they  entered  the  houfe,  looks  like  a  force,  or 
taking  the  election  out  of  their  hands.  But  lame  and  im- 
perfeft  as  the  protestor’s  title  may  feem,  it  was  as  good  as 
that  of  the  Roman  emperors,  or  the  original  claims  of  many 
o  t  re  loya  houfes  of  Europe;  and  in  the  prefent  disjointed 

u6!  a 1 1  ^  ^  nal*on,  not  only  neceflary,  but  it  may  be  - 

the  belt  thing  that  could  be  done;  for  if  the  prote&orfhip 

had  been  fct  afide,  there  was  hardly  a  man  in  the  houfe  who 
would  have  ventured  to  vote  for  the  king;  an  abfolute  com¬ 
monwealth  could  not  have  been  fupported,  and  therefore 
anarchy  would  inevitably  have  enfued. 

I  his  being  the  lafh  fettlement  of  government  in  the  pro¬ 
tector’s  time,  the  reader  will  obferve,  that  the  four  funda¬ 
mental  articles  already  mentioned,  (viz.)  (1.)  That  the 
government  be  in  a  fingle  perfon  and  a  parliament.  (2.) 
That  parliaments  be  not  perpetual.  (3.)  The  militia.  And 
(4*)  Libei  ty  of  confcience  in  matters  of  religion ;  were  not 
fuffered  to  be  examined  or  altered,  but  were  fuppofed  as  the 
bafis  upon  which  the  new  government  was  founded.  That 
though  Oliver’s  title  to  the  government  had  the  fanftion 
and  confirmation  of  the  prefent  parliament,  it  was  derived 
oiigmally  from  the  choice  of  the  council  of  officers ,  and  wras 
nevei  fuffered  to  be  debated  in  the  houfe  afterwards— 

1  hat  the  humble  petition  and  advice  approaches  nearer  the 
old  legal  conflitution,  by  appointing  two  houfes  of  parliament, 
and  would  moll;  likely,  in  time,  have  been  converted  into  it 
~Ihat  the  regulations  it  makes  in  the  conflitution  are  for 
the  molt  part  reafonable— That  the  prefbyterians  were  (till 
left  in  polfeflion  of  all  the  ecclefiaflical  revenues  of  the  king^ 
dom,  though  an  open  and  free  liberty  was  granted  to  all 
chriftians,  except  papifls  and  prelatifls,  who  were  excluded 
for  reafons  of  ftate;  and  the  penal  laws  made  againft  the 
latter  were  dropt,  by  the  parliament’s  not-  confirming  them. 
Remarkable  are  the  words  of  the  lord  commiffioner  "Fiennes, 
at  fhe  opening  of  the  fecond  feflion  of  this  parliament,  in 
which  he  warns  the  houfes  of  the  rock  on  which  many 

“  had 


I 

CHAP.  III.  OF-  THE  PURITANS.  17I 

“  had  fplit,  which  was  a  fpirit  of  impofmg  upon  men’s  con- 
“  fciences  in  things  wherein  God  leaves  them  a  latitude,  and 
“  would  have  them  free.  The  .prelates  and  their  adherents, 
«  nay,  and  their  mailer  and  fupporter,  with  all  his  pofterity, 
«  have  fplit  upon  it.  The  bloody  rebels  in  Ireland,  who 
“  would  endure  no  religion  but  their  own,  have  fplit  upon 
“  it;  and  we  doubt  not  but  the  prince  of  thofe  fatanical  fpirits 
“  will  in  due  time  fplit  upon  it,  and  be  brought  to  the 
4C  ground  with  his  bloody  inquilition.  But  as  God  is  no  re- 
“  fpecter  of  perfons,  fo  he  is  no  refpefter  of  forms,  but  in 
et  what  form  foever  the  fpirit  of  imposition  appears,  he  would 
“  tellify  again!!  it.  If  men,  though  otherwife  good,  will  turn 
*c  ceremony  into  fublfance,  and  make  the  kingdom  of  Chrift 
confift  in  circumftances,  in  difcipline  and  in  forms;  and  if 
<c  they  carry  their  animofities  to  fuch  an  height,  that  if  one 
“  fays  Sibboleth  inflead  of  Shibboleth ,  it  (hall  be  accounted 
(C  ground  enough  to  cut  his  throat:  if  they  fliall  account  fuch 
“  devils,  or  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  that  are  not  within  fuch 
cc  a  circle  or  of  fuch  an  opinion,  in  vain  do  they  proteft 
againft  the  perfecution  of  God’s  people,  when  they  make 
the  definition  of  God's  people  fo  narrow7,  that  their  perfe- 
“  cution  is  as  broad  as  any  other,  and  ufualiy  more  fierce, 
cc  becaufe  edged  with  k  lliarp  temper  of  fpirit.  Bleffed  there- 
u  fore  be  God,  who  in  mercy  to  us  and  them,  has  placed  the 
“  power  in  fuch  hands  as  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  preferve 
“  peace,  and  hinder  men  from  biting  and  devouring  one  an- 

other. - —It  is  good  to  hold  forth  a  publick  profefiion  of 

the  truth,  but  not  fo  as  to  exclude  thofe  that  cannot  come 
up  to  it  in  all  points,  from  the  privilege  that  belongs  to 
u  them  as  chriftians,  much  lefs  from  the  privilege  that  be- 
**  longs  to  them  as  men.”* 

His  highnefs  having  now  a  more  parliamentary  title,  it  was 
thought  proper  that  he  ftiould  have  a  more  folemn  inaugu¬ 
ration,  which  tvas  accordingly  appointed  to  be  celebrated  ou 
June  26,  in  Weftminfter-hall,  which  was  adorned  and  beau¬ 
tified  for  this  purpofe  as  for  a  coronation.  At  the  upper  end 
there  was  an  afeent  of  two  degrees  covered  writh  carpets,  in 
the  midft  of  which  there  was  a  rich  canopy,  and  under  it  a 
chair  of  {late.  Before  the  canopy  there  was  a  table  and 

*  Wfutlocke’s  Memoirs,  p.  93. 
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clum  foi  the  fpcakcr ,  and  on  each  fide  feats  for  the  members 
or  parliament,  tor  the  judges,  for  the  lord-mayor  and  aldermen 
eh  Lonaon.  I  he  protector  was  conducted  from  the  houfe 
of  lords  with  all  the  hate  and  grandeur  of  aldftg:  and  beina 


ftated  under,  the  canopy  of  It  ate,  the  fpeaker  of  the  parlia! 
ment,  the  earl  of  Warwick,  and  commiflbner  Whklocke,  vetted 
him  with  a  purple  velvet  robe 'lined  with  ermine:  they  deli¬ 
vered  into  one  bf  his  hands  a  bible  richly  gilt,  and  emboffed 
with  gold;  and  into  the  other  a  (center  of  maffy  gold;  and, 
laftly,  they  girt  nim  with  a  rich  fword;  after  this  they  ad- 
m.iniftered  an  oath  to  the  proteftor,  to  govern  according  to 
f  foie  inn  i  tv  concluded  with  a  fliort  prayer  pronoun- 
ccvi  by  Di.  hi  anion;  and  then  the  herald  having  proclaimed 
his  high  fiefs  s  titles,  the  people  fhouted  with  loud  acclama¬ 
tions,  Long. live  i  he  lord  protestor,  &c.  and' the  day  concluded 
with  feaftings,  and  all  other  hinds  of  publick  rejoicing. 

The  proteftor,  having  waded  through  all  thefe  difficulties 
to  he  f up  re  me  government  of  thefe  nations,  appeared  on  a 
fudden  like  a  comet  or  blazing fiarp;  raifed  up  by  providence 
to  exalt  this  nation  to  a  diftinguifhed  pitch  of  glory,  and  to 
hi  ike  terror  into  the  reft  of  Europe.  J  His  management  for 
the  little  time  he  furvived,  was  the  admiration  of  all  mankind; 
for  though  he  would  never  fufter  his  title  to  the  fupreme  go¬ 
vernment  to  be  difputed,  yet  his  greateft  enemies  have  con- 
feffed,  that  in  all  other  caies  diftributive  juftice  was  reftored 
to  its  antient  fplendor.  The  judges  executed  their  duty 
according  to  equity,  without  partiality  or  bribery;  the  laws 
had  their  full  and  free  courfe  without  impediment  or  delay; 
men’s  manners  were  wonderfully  reformed,  and  the  protec¬ 
tor’s  court  kept  under  an  exadt  difcipline.  Trade  fiourifhed, 
and  the  arts  of  peace  were  cultivated  throughout  the  whole 
nation;  the  publick  money  was  managed  with  frugality,  and 
to  the  beft  advantage;  the  army  and  navy  were  well  paid, 
and  ferved  accordingly.  §  As  the  protestor  proceeded  with 

great 

o 

f  Dr.  Grey  gives  at  length  the  fpeech  with  which  the  fpeaker*  lord 
Widdrington ,  addrelfed  the  protebor.  Ed. 

f  Eachard*  p.  7  19,  l  Complete  Hift.  p.  223. 

§  Dr.  Grey  controverts  the  truth  of  this  reprefentation  of  the  happy  fate 
of  things  under  Cromwell* s  government;  though  Mr,  Neal  courts  Eachard 
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great  fteadinefs  and  refolution  againft  the  enemies  of  his  go¬ 
vernment,  he  was  no  lefs  generous  and  bountiful  to  thofe  of 
all  parties  who  fubmitted  to  it;  for  as  he  would  not  declare 
himfelf  of  any  particular  feft,  he  gave  out,  that  it  was  his  only 
wijh ,  that  all  would  gather  into  one  jhccpfold,  under  one  Jhcp- 
herd ,  Jefus  Chrift ,  and  love  one ,  another .  He  refpefted  the 
clergy  in  their  places,  but  confined  them  to  their  fpiritual 
funftion.  Nor  was  he  jealous  of  any  who  did  not  meddle  in 
politics,  and  endeavour  to  raife  difturbances  in  the  ftate:  even 
the  prejudice  he  had  againft  the  epifcopal  party,  (fays  bifhop 
Kcnnet )  was  more  for  their  being  royalifts,  than  being  of  the 
church  of  England.  But  when  one  party  of  the  clergy  began 
to  lift  up  their  heads  above  their  brethren,  or  to  act  out  of 
their  fphere,  he  always  found  ’means  to  take  them  down. 
He  had  a  watchful  eye  over  the  royalifts  and  republicans,  who 
were  always  plotting  againft  his  perfon  and  government;  but 
his  creeling  a  houfe  of  lords ,  or  upper  houfe ,  fo  quickly  after 
his  inftalment,  roufed  the  malecontents,  and  had  like  to  have 
fubverted  his  government  in  its  infancy. 

The  protestor  was  in  high  reputation  abroad,  and  carried 
victory  with  his  armies  and  navies  wherever  they  appeared. 
There  had  been  a  negotiation  with  France  concerning  an  ah 
liance  againft  Spain,  begun  at  London  16^5,  but  not  con¬ 
cluded  till  March  13,  1657,  by  which  the  protestor  obliged 
himfelf  to  join  fix  thoufand  men  with  the  French  army,  and 
to  furnifh  fifty  men  of  war  to  conquer  the  maritime  towns 
'belonging  to  Spain  in  the  Low  Countries,  on  this  condition, 
that  Dunkirk  and  Mardyke  flrould  be  put  into  his  hands,  and 
the  family  of  the  Stuarts  depart  the  territories  of  France. 
That  which  determined  him  to  join  with  France  rather  than 
Spain,  was  the  numerous  parties  that  were  againft  him  at 
home;  for  if  the  young  king,  aflifted  by  France3  fliould  have 
made  a  defeem  upon  England  with  an  armyvof  French  pro* 
tejlanis ,  ir  might  have  been  of  fatal  con  feculence  to  his  infant 

and  Kennet"\  whofF  authority  Dr.  Grey  does  not  attempt  AO  invalidate. 
He  refers  principally,  to  a  fpeech  of  Cromwell,  25  Tan.  1657,'  complaining 
that  the  army  was  unpaid,  and  that  Ireland  and'  S  cotian  d  ,  we  re  fuffering  by 
poverty.  For  a  review  of  the  admini  drat  ion  of  Cromwell ,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  Dr.  Harris’  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  41 2-— 75:  and  Mrs.  Macau¬ 
lay’s  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  5,  8vo.  p,  194—203,  who  is  by  no  means 
partial  to  the  protedor.  Ed. 
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government;  whereas  the  Spaniards  were  at  a  didance,  and 
having  no  protedant  fubje&s,  were  lefs  to  be  feared.  Upon 
the  cdnclufion  of  this  treaty,  king  Charles  entered  into  an 
alliance  with  the  Spaniards,  who  allowed  him  a  fmall  penfion, 
and  promifed  him  the  command  of  fix  thoufand  men,  as  foon 
as  he  was  poffeffed  of  any  fea-port  in  England.  In  confe- 

](  *  „  5^^  tli^?  royalids  inlided  in  the 

Spam  Hi  fervice.  But  the  prote£or’s  fix  thoufand  men  in 
Flanders  behaved  with  undaunted  bravery,  and  took  St.  Ve- 
nant,  IVIaidyke,  and  feme  other  places  from  the  Spaniards 
this  dimmer.* 

Admiral  Blake  was  no  lefs  fuccefsrul  at  fea,  for  having ' 
received  advice  of  the  return  of  the  Spanifh  Wed-India  fleet, 
he  failed  to  the  Canaries  with  twenty-five  men  of  war,  and 
on  the  20th  of  April  arrived  at  the  Bay  of  Sancla  Cruz,  in 
the  ifland  of  renerift,  where  the  galleons,  to  the  number  of 
fixteen,  richly  laden,  lay  clofe  under  a  flrong  caftle,  defended 
by  feven  forts  mounted  with  cannon;  the  admiral,  finding  it 
impoffible  to  make  them  prize,  had  the  good  fortune  to  burn 
and  dedroy  them  all,  only  with  the  lofs  of  one  (hip,  and  one 
hundred  and  fixty  men.  When  the  news  of  this  fuccefs  ar¬ 
rived  in  England,  a  day  of  thankfgiving  was  appointed,  and 
a  rich  prefent  ordered  the  admiral  upon  his  return;  but  this 
great  fea-officer,  having  been  three  years  at  fea,  died  as  he 
was  entering  Plymouth  found  Aug.  17,  in  the  fixty-feventh 
year  of  his  age.f  He  was  of  the  antient  family  of  the  Blakes, 
of  Planchfield,  Somerfetlhire,  and  was  educated  in  Wadham 
college,  Oxford.];  He  was  fmall  of  dature,  but  the  braved  and 
bolded  fail  or  that  England  ever  bred,  and  confuited  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  country  beyond  all  his  predecefl'ors.  When  fome 
of  his  men  being  adrore  at  Malaga,  refufed  to  do  honour  to 
the  hojl  as  it  paffed  by,  one  of  the  prieds  railed  the  mob  upon 
them.  Upon  which  Blake  fent  a  trumpet  to  the  viceroy  to 
demand  the  pried,  who  faying  he  had  no  authority  to  deliver 
him  up,  the  admiral  anfwered,  that  if  he  did  not  fend  him 
abroad  in  three  hours  he  would  burn  the  town  about  their 
ears ;  upon  which  he  came,  and  begged  pardon :  the  admiral, 

*  Burnet,  p.  73. 

f  Other  accounts  fay  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age.  Ed. 

X  Eachard,  p,  725. 
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after  a  fevere  reprimand,  told  him,  that  if  he  had  complained 
to  him  of  his  failors  he  would  have  punifhed  them,  but  he 
would  have  all  the  world  know ,  that  an  Englijhman  was  only 
to  be  punifhed  by  an  Englijhman ,  and  fo  difmifled  him,  being 
fatisfied  with  having  (truck  terror  into  the  prieft,  and  had  him 
at  his  mercy.  When  Oliver  read  this  paflage  of  Blake’s 
letter  in  council,  he  faid,  he  hoped  to  maize  the  name  of  an 
Englijhman  as  great  as  ever  that  of  a  Roman  had  been.\  The 
admiral  preferved  an  exaft  difcipline  in  the  fleet,  and  taught 
his  men  to  defpife  caflles  on  fliore,  as  well  as  {hips  at  fea.§ 
Valour  feldom  milled  its  reward  with  him,  nor  cowardice  its 
punifliment.  He  had  a  noble  publick  fpirit,  for  after  all  his 
fervices  for  his  country,  and  opportunities  of  acquiring  im- 
menfe  riches  from  the  Spaniards,  he  died  not  five  hundred 
pounds  richer  than  his  father  left  him.  His  body  was 
brought  by  water  to  Greenwich,  and  depofited  in  a  molt 
magnificent  manner,  in  a  vault  made  on  purpofe  in  king  Henry 
feventh’s  chapel,  at  the  publick  expence;  but  at  the  reftora- 
tion  his  body  was  taken  out  of  the  grave,  and  flung  with 
others  into  a  common  pit;||  and  his  brother,  being  a  diflen- 
ter,  fuffered  fo  many  hardlhips  for  religion  in  king  Charles 
[he  fecond’s  reign,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fell  the  little  eftate 

-he  admiral  left  him,  and  tranfport  himfelf  and  children  to 
Carolina. 


I  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  113,  14. 


§  It  is  remarkable,  that  Blake  did  not  take  the  command  of  the  fleet 
Ill  he  was  above  fifty  years  of  age.  “  His  want  of  experience,”  fays  Mr. 
Granger,  “  feems  to  have  been  of  great  advantage  to  him ;  he  followed 
the  light  of  his  own  genius  only,  and  was  prefently  feen  to  have  all  the 
f  courage,  the  condutt,  and  precipitancy  of  a  good  fea-odicer.”  Ed. 

||  Bilhop  AWr,  whom  Dr.  Grey  quotes  here,  being  albamed,  it  is  pro- 
>able,  of  the  bafe  contempt  with  which  the  body  of  Blake  was  treated, 
ays,  “it  was  taken  up  and  buried  in  the  church-yard.”  But  Wood  plainly 
ays,  that  his :  body  with  others,  by  his  majeily’s  exprefs  command  fent  to 
be  dean  or  Weltminlter,  was  taken  up  and  buried  in  a  Sr  r./i _ 


Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  400.  Wood’s  Achen.  Oxon.  vol. 
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By  the  fecond  article  of  the  humble  advice ,  which  appoints 
all  future  parliaments  to  confift  of  two  houfes,  the  form  of 
the  prefent  government  began  to  change  in  favour  of  the 
antient  conftimtion'.  The  protedo r,  purfu'ant  to  the  powders 
given  him,  made  feveral  promotions  of  knights,  and  Iprds, 
and  in  the  month  of  December  iffued  out  writs,  by  advice  of 
his  council,  to  divers  lords  and  gentlemen,  to  fit  as  members 
of  the  other  houfe, ||  at  the  next  feflion  of  parliament,  Jan.  20. 
His  intention  was  to  have  this  houfe  conlidered  as  a  houfe  of 
peers,  though  he  declined  giving  it  that  name  till  a  mQre  fa¬ 
vourable  conjun&ure.  Some  declined  the  honour,  and  chofe 
to  fit  in  the  lower  houfe,  bur  between  fifty  and  fixty  appeared, 
among  whom  were  feven  or  eight  of  the  antient  peers,  divers 
knights  and  gentlemen  of  good  families,  and  fome  few  chief 
officers  of  the  army.  They  met  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  whi¬ 
ther  his  highnefs  came  at  the  time  of  their  meeting,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  antient  cuiiom,  fent  the  ujher  of  the  black  rod  to 
bring  up  the  commons,  to  whom  he  made  a  fliort  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  beginning  with  the  ufual  form,  My  lords ,  and 
you  the  knights ,  citizens ,  and  burgejfes ,  &c.  and  then  as  our 


kings  ufed  to  do,  he  referred  them  to  the  lord  commiffioner 


Fiennes ,  who  tired  them  with  a  long  and  perplexed  harangue 
before  they  entered  upon  bufinefs. 

This  hafty  refolution  of  the  protestor  and  his  council  had 
like  to  have  fubverted  the  infant  government,  for  many  of 
the  protector's  bell  friends  being  called  out  of  the  lower 
houfe  to  the  upper,  the  balance  of  power  among  the  com¬ 
mons  was  changed;  whereas,  if  he  had  deferred  the  fettling 
of  the  upper  houfe  till  the  prefent  parliament  had  been  dif- 
folved,  they  would  have  gone  through  their  bufinefs  without 
interruption;  but  the  lower  houfe  was  now  in  a  flame,  fome 
being  difappo.inted  of  their  expectations,  and  others  envied 
for  their  advancement,  infomuch  that  as  foon  as  they  returned 
to  <  heir  houfe,  they  called  for  the  third  article  of  the  humble 
advice r  which  lays,  that  no  members  legally  chofen,  Jhall  be 
excluded  from  performing  their  duty ,  but  by  confent  of  the  houfe 
of  which  they  are  members;  and  then  to  ftrengthen  their 
party,  they  ordered  all  thofe  who  had  been  excluded  laft  feb 


]\  Dr.  Grey  gives  a  catalogue  of  the  names  of  the  perfons  whom  the  writ 
fummoned;  with  degrading  anecdotes  of  lome  of  them.  Ed. 

fions 
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fions,  becaufe  they  would  not  recognize  the  new  government 
to  return  to  their  places;  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than 
they  began  to  call  in  queflion  the  authority  and  jurifdiCtion 
of  the  other  houfe,  though  themfelves  had  advifed  it,  and 
though  there  was  almolt  as  good  reafon  for  their  being  an 
upper,  as  for  the  other  being  a  lower  houfe ;  but  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  determined  tb  ereft  an  abfolute  commonwealth, 
on  the  ruins  of  the  prefent  family.  Many  degrading  fpeeches 
were  made  in  the  lower  houfe  again!!  the  perfons  who  had 
been  thus  promoted,  who  were  no  lefs  refolute  in  defending 
their  honours  and  characters;  fo  that  there  was  no  profpeCl 
of  an  agreement,  till  the  proteOor  himfelf  appeared,  and  ha¬ 
ving  fent  for  them  to  Whitehall,  fpoke  with  fuch  an  accent 
in  favour  of  the  other  houfe,  that  they  returned  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  it;  but  then  they  went  on  to  re-examine  the  validity 
of  the  whole  inflrument  of  government,  as  being  made  when 
many  members  were  excluded.  Upon  which  the  proteftor, 
being  out  of  all  patience,  went  to  the  houfe  and  dilfolved 
them,  after  they  had  fat  about  fifteen  days. 

The  protector’s  fpeech  upon  this  occafion  will  give  the 
reader  the  bed  idea  of  the  ftate  of  the  nation:  “  I  had  com- 
“  fortable  expectations  that  God  would  make  the  meeting 
“  of  this  parliament  a  bleffing  for  the  improvement  of  mercy, 
“  truth,  righteoufnefs  and  peace.  I  was  drawn  into  this 
“  office  of  protector  by  your  petition  and  advice ;  there  is 
“  not  a  man  living  that  can  fay  I  fought  it;  but  after  I  was 
“  petitioned  and  advifed  to  take  the  government  upon  me, 
“  I  expeCted  that  the  fame  men  that  made  the  frame,  lhould 
“  make  it  good  to  me. — I  told  you  a^a  conference,  that  I 
“  would  not  accept  the  government,  unlefs  there  might  be 
“  fome  perfons  to  interpofe  between  me  and  the  houfe  of 
“  commons,  and  it  was  granted  I  lhould  name  another  houfe , 
“  which  I  did,  of  men  of  your  own  rank  and  quality,  who 
“  will  drake  hands  with  you  while  you  love  the  interefl  of 

“  England  and  religion. - Again,  I  would  not  have  ac- 

“  cepted  the  government,  unlefs  mutual  oaths  were  taken  to 
“  make  good  what  was  agreed  upon  in  the  petition  and  ad~ 
“  vice;  and,  G  od  knows,  I  took  the  oath  upon  the  condition 
“  expreffed,  and  thought  we  had  now  been  Upon  a  founda- 
“  tion  and  bottom,  otherwife  we  mull  neceffarily  have  been 
voL.  iv.  n  in 
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“  111  confufion.  I  do  not  fay  what  the  meaning  of  the  oath 
<£  nwas  tc*  y°uJ  that  were  to  go  againft  my  own  principles 
“  hut  God  will  judge  between  us;  but  if  there  had  beenany 

“  intention  in  you  of  a  fettlement,  you  would  have  fettled 
“  on  this  bafis. 


“  Bttt  there  have  been  contrivances  in  the  army  againft 
this  fettlement  by  your  confent.  I  fpeak  not  this  to  the 
gentlemen,  01  lords, (pointing  to  his  right  hand)whatfoever 
44  you  whl  call  them,  of  the  other  houfe ,  but  to  you;  you  ad- 
vifed  me  to  accept  of  this  office,  and  now  you  difpute  the 
“  thing  that  was  taken  for  granted,  and  are  in  danger  of 
running  the  nation  back  into  more  confufion  within  thefe 
“  fifteen  days  you  have  fat,  than  it  has  been  in  fince  the  ri- 
“  fiug  °f  the  laft  feffion,  from  an  immoderate  defign  of  re- 
“  ftoring  a  commonwealth,  that  fome  people  might  be  the 
men  that  might  pule  all,  and  they  are  endeavouring  to  en- 
“  g'age  the  army  in  the  defign;  which  is  hardly  confident 
with  the  oath  you  have  taken  to  the  prefent  government. 
“  Has  that  man  been  true  to  the  nation,  whofoever  he  is, 
“  that  has  taken  an  oath,  thus  to  prevaricate?  Thefe  things 
“  are  not  according  to  truth,  pretend  what  you  will,  but  tend 
“  to  play  the  king  of  Scots  game,  which  I  think  myfelf  bound 
befoie  God  to  do  what  I  can  to  prevent.  There  are  pre- 
“  parations  of  force  to  invade  us;  the  king  of  Scots  has  an 
“  army  at  the  water-fide,  ready  to  be  lhipped  for  England. 
“  I  have  it  from  thofe  who  have  been  eye-witnefles  of  it; 
“  and  while  this  is  doing,  there  are  endeavours  of  fome  not 
t£  far  from  this  place,  to  ftir  up  the  people  of  this  town  into 
<£  tumulting,  what  if  I  had  faid  rebellion,  and  I  hope  to  make 
“  it  appear  to  be  no  better,  if  God  affift  me.  You  have 
££  not  only  endeavoured  to  pervert  the  army  while  you  have 
4£  been  fitting,  but  fome  of  you  have  been  lifting  perfons  by 
££  commiffion  from  Charles  Stuart  to  join  with  any  infurrec- 
“  tion  that  may  be  made;  and  what  is  like  to  be  the  end  of 
“  this  but  blood  and  confufion!  Now  if  this  be  the  cafe,  I 
“  think  it  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  your  fitting,  and  I  do 
“  accordingly  diflolve  this  parliament;  and  let  God  judge 
“  between  me  and  you.”§ 


§  Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p,  598,  folio* 
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The  protestor ,  being  now  convinced  that  the  difturbances 
in  parliament  arofe  from  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  who 
clogged  his  affairs,  in  order  to  introduce  a  commonwealth 
government,  refolved  to  clear  his  hands  of  them  at  once; 
Harrifon  and  Ludlow  were  laid  afide;  Fleetwood  was  recalled 
from  his  government  in  Ireland;  major-general  Lambert  was 
ordered  to  furrender  his  commiflion;  and  the  reft  were  obli¬ 
ged  to  take  an  oath  not  to  oppofe  the  prefent  government. 
By  fuch  methods  he  went  on  purging  the  army  and  navy; 
and  if  he  had  lived  a  little  longer  would,  have  had  none  in 
power,  but  fuch  as  were  thoroughly  attached  to  his  perfon 
and  government.  It  was  obferved  after  this,  that  all  things 
fucceeded  at  home  and  abroad  according  to  his  wifh;  and 
that  his  power  and  greatnefs  were  better  eftablifhed  than  ever, 
though  there  were  a  few  ihalecontents  who  were  hardy 
enough  to  attempt  fome  little  difturbances;  but  the  difafters 
that  befel  the  proteftor’s  family  foon  after  broke  the  firmnefs 
of  his  conftitution,  and  haftened  his  end. 

It  was  bis  highnefs’s  ambition,  not  only  to  fet  himfelf  at  the 
head,  but  to  ftrengthen  the  whole  body  of  the  proteftant  in- 
tereft,  and  unite  its  feveral  members,  fo  that  it  might  maintain 
its  ground  againft  the  church  of  Rome.  Biftiop  Burnet §  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  he  had  projected  a  fort  of  general  council,  to  be 
fet  up  in  oppofition  to  the  congregation  de  Propaganda  Fide 
at  Rome:  it  was  to  confift  of  feven  counfellors,  and  four  fe- 
cretaries  for  different  provinces;  the  firft  was  for  France, 
Switzerland,  and  the  Vallies;  the  fecond  for  the  Palatinate, 
and  other  calvinifts ;  the  third  for  Germany,  for  the  North, 
and  for  Turkey;  the  fourth  for  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies. 
The  fecretaries  were  to  have  five  hundred  pounds  a  year  each, 
and  to  hold  a  correfpondence  every  where,  to  acquaint  them- 
felves  with  the  ftate  of  religion  all  over  the  world,  that  fo  all 
good  defigns  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole,  and  of  the  feveral 
parts,  might  by  their  means  be  protected  and  encouraged. 
They  were  to  have  a  fund  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
and  to  be  further  fupplied  as  occafion  Ihould  require.  Chel- 
fea  college  was  to  be  fitted  up  for  them.  This  was  a  noble 
project,  (fays  the  bifhop)  and  muft  have  been  attended 
with  extraordinary  effeas  under  the  proteaion  of  a  power , 

It  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  109,  izmo. 

n  2  which. 
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which  was  formidable  and  terrible  to  all  nations  to  whom  it 
was  known. 

About  the  beginning  of  this  year  Dr.  Bryan  Walton ,  after¬ 
wards  bifhop  of  Chefter,  publifhed  the  Blblia  Polyglotta,  in  fix 
volumes  in  folio,  wherein  the  facred  text  is  printed  in  the  vul- 
gar  Latin,,  Hebrew ,  Greek ,  Syriac ,  Chaldee ,  Samaritan , 

JEthiopic ,  and  Perfic  languages ,  each  having  its  peculiar 
Latin  tranllation,  with  an  apparatus  for  the  better  under- 
handing  thofe  tongues.  This  laborious  performance,  by  the 
affillance  of  feveral  who  engaged  in  it,  was  compleated  in 
about  four  years,  and  was  reckoned  the  molt  abfolute  edition 
of  the  bibie  that  the  world  had  ever  feen.  Several  learned 
pei  ions,  both  puritans  afid  others,  affifted  in  correcting  the 
pi  els,  and  in  collating  the  copies.  Many  noblemen,  and 
-  gentlemen  of  quality,  contributed  to  the  expence  of  printing 
this  work,  without  which  it  could  not  have  feen  the  light.]} 
After  the  reftoration,  the  do&or  prefented  king  Charles  II. 
with  the  fix  volumes,  which  his  majefty  received  very  graci¬ 
ously,  and  rewarded  the  author  with  the  bifhoprick  of  Chefter. 

The  learned  Dr.  Owen  made  fome  remarks  on  the  prole¬ 
gomena  of  this  work;  but  after  an  high  commendation  of  the 
performance  in  general,  complains  that  he  had  weakened  the 
certainty  of  the  facred  text,  (i.)  By  maintaining  that  the 
points  or  vowels  of  the  Hebrew  language  were  of  novel  in¬ 
vention.  (2.)  By  producing  a  great  number  of  various 
readings  from  antient  copies  of  little  moment.  (3.)  By  his 
own  critical  remarks  and  amendments  not  fupported  by  an¬ 
tient  authorities.  The  doftor  maintains,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  antiquity  of  the  Hebrew  points,  and  their  abfolute  necef- 
fity  to  fix  the  determinate  fenfe  of  feripture;  that  the  various 
readings  are  of  little  confequence,  and  that  conje&ural 
amendments  ought  not  to  be  admitted  without  the  authority 
of  antient  copies.  The  doCtor  writes  with  great  modefty, 
but  the  validity  of  his  arguments  muff  be  fubmitted  to  the 
learned  reader. 

On  the  third  of  July  the  protestor  refigned  his  chancellor- 
fhip  of  Oxford,  and  upon  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  fame 

||  c<r  I  his,’5  Mr.  Granger  fays,  <c  was  the  firft  book  publifhed  in  England 
by  fubfeription.  The  defign  of  this  great  work  was  formed  in  1645. 

“  Dr.  Walton  died  1661.”  Hill,  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  29,  8vo.  Ed. 
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month  his  eldeft  fbn  Richard  was  chofen  his  fucccffor,  and 
inftalled*  at  Whitehall  on  the  twenty-ninth.  About  fix  weeks 
►after,  the  new  chancellor  dilmifled  Dr.  Owen ,  who  had  been 
vice-chancellor  of  the  univerfity  about  five  years,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  Ytv.John  Conant ,  rettor  of  Exeter  college,  to  fucceed 
him.  This  gentleman,  fays  the  Oxford  hiftorian:|  was  a  good 
Latini/i  and  Grecian ,  a  profound  theologift ,  a  learned,  pious, 
and  meek  divine ,  and  an  excellent  preacher .  He  had  been 
one  of  the  aflembly  of  divines,  and  was  eletted  rettor  of  this 
college,  up'on  the  death  of  Dr.  Hakewel! ,  in  June  1649. 
the  latter  end  of  the  year  1 654,  he  became  king’s  profelfor 
of  divinity  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Hoyle.  He  continued  in  the 
vice-chancellorlhip  two  years  with  due  commendation,  keep¬ 
ing  a  fevere  difeipline  in  his  college,  as  did  all  the  heads  of 
colleges  in  thefe  times.  He  was  ejetted  out  of  every  thing 
in  1662  for  non-conformity;  but  fome  time  after,  being  per¬ 
suaded  to  comply  with  the  eftabliihment,  he  became  vicar  of 
All-S  aints  in  Northampton,  archdeacon  of  Norwich,  and  pre¬ 
bendary  of  Worcelder;  which  places  he  held  till  his  death, 
which  did  not  happen  till  1693. 

Nov.  24,  his  highnefs  figned  a  coinmiflion,  appointing  his 
younger  fon  Henry  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  a 
power  of  conferring  the  honour  of  knighthood.  Henry 
was  a  wife  and  difereet  governor,  and  by  his  prudent  beha¬ 
viour  kept  the  Irifli  in  awe,  and  brought  the  nation  into  a 
flourifhing  condition.  Upon  the  acceffion  of  Richard  to 
the  prote&orlhip,  he  advifed  him  to  abide  by  the  parliament, 
and  have  a  watchful  eye  over  the  army,  whom  he  fufpefted 
to  be  defigning  mifehief  (as  appears  by  his  letters  now  be¬ 
fore  me.)  Nay,  he  offered  to  come  over  to  his  abidance, 
but  was  foibid  till  it  was  too  late.  When  Richard  was 
depofed,  his  brother  Henry  laid  down  his  charge,  and  came 
over  to  England,  and  lived  privately  upon  an  edate  of  his 
own,  of  about  600I.  a  year,  at  Spinny-Abbey  in  Cambridpe- 
Ihire,  not  far  from  Newmarket,  tilhhis  death.  While  he 
was  in  Ireland  he  behaved  with  fuch  a  generous  impartiality 
as  gained  him  the  edeem  even  of  the  royalids  themlelvesj 

*  The  ceremonial  of  the  inftalment  may  be  feen  in  Dr;  Grey  vol  iii 
p.  200,  note.  Ed. 

f  Athen,  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p,  785. 
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and  after  his  retirement  king  Charles  II.  did  him  once  the 
honour  of  a  viiit :  he  had  a  fon  Henry ,  who  was  bred  to 
arms,  and  had  a  major’s  commiffion,  and  died  in  the  fervice 
of  the  crown  about  the  year  171 1,  and  left  behind  him  le~ 
vend  children;  fome  of  the  fons  are  yet  living  in  good  re- 
putation  in  the  city  of  London,  and  are  the  only  male  de¬ 
scendants  of  the protedor  Cromwell ,  the  pollerity  of  Richard 
being  extintt.  v 

The  royal  society,  which  has  been  the  ornament  of 
the  Englifh  nation,  by  the  vaft  improvements  it  has  made  in 
natural  and  experimental  philofophy,  was  formed  at  Oxford 
in  thefe  times,  which  fome  have  reprefented  as  covered  with 
ignorance,  barbarifm,  and  pedantry:  The  w7ords  of  bilhop 
Sprat, §  their  hiftorian,  are  thefe:  44  It  was  fome  fpace  after 
44  the  end  of  the  civil  wars  at  Oxford,  in  Dr.  Wilkins’s 
44  lodgings,  in  Wadharn  college,  which  was  then  the  place 
44  of  refort  for  virtuous  and  learned  men,  that  the  firfi  meet - 
44  ings  were  made  which  laid  the  foundation  of  all  that  followed. 

44  The  univerfity  had,  at  that  time,  many  members  of  its 
44  own,  who  had  begun  a  free  way  of  reafoning,  and  was 
44  alfo  frequented  by  fome  gentlemen  of  philofophical  minds, 

44  whom  the  misfortune  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  fecurity 
44  and  eafe  of  a  retirement  among  gowmfmen,  had  drawn  thi- 
44  ther.  The  principal  and  mod  confhmt  of  them  were,  Dr. 

*  44  Seth  Ward ,  Mr.  Boyle ,  Dr.  Wilkins ,*  Sir  William  Petty,  Mr. 

44  Matthew  Wren ,  Dr.  Wallis ,  Dr.  Goddard ,  Dr.  Willis ,  Dr. 

46  Bathurjl,  Dr.  Chriftopher  Wren ,  and  Mr.  Rook ,  befides  fe- 
44  veral  others  who  joined  them  on  occafions. — -Their  meet- 
44  ings  were  as  frequent  as  their  occafions  would  permit;  their 
44  proceedings  were  upon  fome  particular  trials  in  chymiftry 
44  or  mechanicks ,  which  they  communicated1  to  each  other, 

44  They  continued  without  any  great  interruption  till  the 
44  death  of  the  proteftor,  when  their  meetings  were  tran.s- 
44  ferred  to  London.;,,  Here  they  began  to  enlarge  their 
defign,  and  formed  the  platform  of  a  philofophical  college, 
to  enquire  into  the  works  of  nature ;  They  fet  up  a  corre- 
fpondence  with  learned  foreigners,  and  admitted  fuch  into 
their  numbers  without  diflinftion  of  names  or  parties  in  re¬ 
ligion;  and  were  at  length  incorporated  by  royal  patent  or 
charter,  in  the  year  1663. 

§  P.  53,  57.  This 
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This  year  [1657]  died  Mr.  John  Langley ,  the  noted  matter 
of  St.  Paul’s  fchool,  London;  he  was  born  near  Banbury  in 
Oxfordfhire,and  becamea  commoner  or  brother  of  Magdalen- 
hall  about  1612;  was  alfo  prebendary  of  Glocetter,  where 
he  kept  the  college  fchool  for  twenty  years.  In  the  year 
1640  he  fucceeded  Dr.  Gill,  chief  matter  of  St.  Paul’s  fchool, 
where  he  educated  many  who  were  afterwards  eminent  in 
church  and  ftate.  He  was  an  univerfal  fcholar,  an  excellent 
linguift,  grammarian,  hiftorian,  cofmographer,  a  rnott  judi¬ 
cious  divine,  and  fo  great  an  antiquarian,  (fays  the  Oxford 
hiftorian)  that  his  delight  and  acquaintance  in  antiquity 
deferves  greater  commendation  than  can  be  given  in  a  few 
lines. ||  He  was  efteemed  by  learned  men,  and  particularly 
by  Mr.  Selden ;  but  was  not  regarded  by  the  clergy,  becaufe 
he  was  a  puritan,  and  a  witnefs  againft  archbifhop  Laud  at 
his  trial.  He  was  a  member  of  the  affembly  of  divines,  and 
died  at  his  houfe  next  adjoining  to  St.  Paul’s  fchool  Sept.  1 3, 
1657.  Dr.  Reynolds  preached  his  funeral  lennon,  and  gave 
him  a  very  high  encomium.* 

Mr.  Obadiah  Sedgwick  was  born  at  Marlborough  in  the 
year  1600,  and  educated  in  Magdalen  college,  Oxford, 
where  he  took  the  degree's  in  arts,  and  was  afterwards  chap¬ 
lain  to  Sir  Horatio  Vere,  with  whom  he  travelled  into  the 
Low  Countries.  After  his  return  he  became  reader  of  the 
fentences  1629,  and  was  afterwards  chofen  preacher  to  the 
inhabitants  of  St.  Mildred,  Bread-ftreet,  London;  but  being 
driven  from  thence  by  the  feverity  of  the  governors  of  the 
church,  he  retired  to  Coggelhall  in  Effex,  where  he  conti¬ 
nued  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars.  In  1643  he 
was  chofen  a  member  of  the  affembly  of  divines.  In  1646 
he  became  preacher  at  St.  Paul’s  Covent-garden:  Lie  often 
preached  before  the  parliament,  and  was  efteemed  an  ortlio- 

-  dox, 

||  Wood’s  Athen.  Oxon.  vol,  ii.  p.  135. 

.  *  Dr.  Fuller  calls  him  “  the  able  and  religious  fchoolmafter.”  He 
had  a  very  awful  prefence' and  fpeech,  that  ftruck  a  mighty  refpe£t  and  fear 
in  his  fcholars;  yet  his  behaviour  towards  them  was  fuch,  that  they  both 
loved  and  feared  him.  When  he  was  buried,  all  the  fcholars  attended  his 
funeral,  walking  before  the  corps,  hung  with  verfes  inllead  of  efcutcheons, 
with  white  gloves,  as  he  died  a  fingle  man,  from  the  ichool  thro’  Cheapfide 
to  Mercer’s  chapel ;  where  he  was  buried.  He  was  fo  much  in  favour  with 
the  worfhipful  company  of  Mercers,  that  they  accepted  his  recommendation 
of  his  fuccdfor,  Knight’s  Life  of  Dr,  John  Colet,  p.  379,  &c.  Ed. 


THE  HISTORY 


CHAP.  HI. 


dox,  as  well  as  an  admired  preacher.*  In  the  year  165?  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  triers ,  and  the  year  after,  one  of 
the  commiffioners  for  ejefting  fcandalous  miniflers;  but  find- 
ing  his  health  declining  he  refigned  his  preferments,  and 
retired  to  his  native  town  of  Marlborough,  where  he  died 
the  beginning  of  January  1657.J 

Mr.  Edward  Corbet  was  born  in  Shropfhire,  and  educated 
in  Merton  college,  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degrees  in 
arts,  and  was  made  probationer  fellow  of  his  college. j-  In 
1638  he  was  one  of  the  pro&ors  of  the  univerfity;  but  be¬ 
ing  a  puritan  divine,  was  denied  the  rectory  of  Chatham  by 
archbifhop  Laud ,  then  111  the  lower  ;  upon  winch  an  ordi¬ 
nance  of  parliament  came  out  May  17,  1643,  appointing 
him  lecloi  of  Chatham.  Ide  was  a  member  of  the  affemhly 
of  divines,  a  witnefs  againft  the  archbifhop  at  his  trial  ;  one 
of  the  preachers  appointed  to  reconcile  the  Oxford  fcholars 
to  the  pailiament;  and  afterwards  one  of  the  vifitors,  orator, 
and  canon  of  Chrifl-church,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Hammond , 
which  he  foon  after  quitted,  and  became  re&or  of  Great- 
Hafely  in  Oxfordfhire,  where  he  continued  to  his  death. 
He  was  a  very  confiderable  divine,  a  valuable  preacher,  and 
a  perfon  of  remarkable  integrity  and  fteadinefs  of  confcience. 

Mr.  James  Cranford  was  born  in  Coventry,  and  fometime 
mafter  of  the  free-fchool  there:  He  was  educated  in  Baliol 
college,  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degrees  in  arts,  and  was 
at  length  reftor  of  St.  Chriftopher’s  le  Stocks,  near  the  Old 
Exchange,  London.  §  He  was  an  exaft  linguift,  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  fathers  and  fchoolmen,  as  well  as  with  the 
modern  divines;  a  zealous  prefbyterian,  and  a  laborious 
preacher.  Mr.  Fuller  adds, j)  that  he  was  a  fubtle  difputant, 
orthodox  in  judgment,  and  a  perfon  of  great  humility,  cha¬ 
rity,  and  moderation  towards  all  men.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  civil  wars,  he  was  appointed  licenfer  of  the  prefs  in 
London,  which  gave  him  an  occafion  to  write  feveral  epjfiles 
before  books,  befides  fome  treatifes  that  he  pubjifhed  of  his 
own.  He  died  April  27,  1657,  aged  about  fifty-five  years. 


#  Dr.  Grey  quotes  paffages  from  fome  of  Mr.  Sedgwick' s  fermons  to 
ihew,  that  he  was  a  preacher  of  treafon,  rebellion,  and  nonfenfe.  Ed. 

t  Wood’s  A  then.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  138.  J  Ibid.  749. 

5  Ibid.  p.  133.  ||  Fuller’s  Worthies,  bookiii.  p.  128. 
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The  proteftor’s  arms  were  no  lefs  fuccefsful  this  fummer 
than  they  had  been  the  Lift,  for  in  the  month  of  June, 
marfhal  T urenne^  in  conjunction  with  the  Englilh  forces,  laid 
fiege  to  Dunkirk,  then  in  poffoflian  of  the  Spaniards,  which 
brought  on  an  engagement  between  the  two  armies:  The 
Spamfli  forces  confided  of  30,000  men,  but  ^major-general 
Morgan ,  who  covered  the  iiege,  attacked  the  "right  wing  of 
the  SpaniCh  army  which  came  to  relieve  it  with  6000  En- 
glifli,  who  routed  the  whole  army,  which  was  followed  with 
the  furrendcr  of  the  town  June  25.  l  ire  French  looked 
on,  and  faid,  they  never  faw  a  more  glorious  aft  ion  in  their 
lives.*  Cardinal  Mazarine  intended  to  keep  this  important 
place  in  French  hands,  contrary  to  the  late  treaty;  of  which 
his  highnefs  being  informed,  acquainted  the  ambaflador;  but 
his  excellency  denying  any  inch  intended  breach  of  contract, 
the  prpteftor  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  a  copy  of  the  cardi¬ 
nal’s  private  order,  and  dcfired  him  to  let  his  eminence  know, 
that  if  the  keys  of  Dunkirk  were  not  delivered  to  Lockhart 
within  an  hour  after  it  was  taken,  he  would  come  in  perfon, 
and  demand  them  at  the  gates  of  Paris ;f  and  the  cardinal 
had  too  great  a  dread  of  the  name  of  Cromwells  to  deny  any 

*  Dr.  Grej/y  though  he  allows  that  Mr.  Neal  had  the  authority  of  Ea - 
chard  for  the  merit  which  he  imputes  to  the  Engliih  forces  in  the  fiege 
of  Dunkirk,  yet  contends  that  the  French  had  their  fhare  in  the  glories  of 
the  day.  And,  to  prove  this,  he  gives  a  full  detail  of  the  action  from  the 
Hiftory  of  Vifc.  Turenne .  Impartial  Examination,  v.  iii.  p.  207 — 2 13.  Ep. 

f  Dr.  Grey ,  while  he  grants  that  Cromwell  was  a  vain  man,  very  much 
quelHons  the  truth  of  v/hat  is  faid  above;  as  it  does  not  agree  with  what 
Whitlocke  fays  concerning  the  furrender  of  Dunkirk.  The  ftory  Mr. 
Neal  relates  is  the  fame,  that  we  find  in  Welwood’s  Memoirs,  p.  97, 
6th  edition.  Dr  .Harris  treats  it  as  all  falfehood  and  invention;  and 
as,  authoritatively,  confuted  by  Thurloe’s  State-Papers,  vol.  vii.  p.  1 73; 
where  Lockhart ,  in  his  letter  to  Thurloe  written  the  day  before  the  fur- 
render  of  Dunkirk,  has  thefe  exprellions ;  “  To-morrow'  before  five  of 
“  the  clock  at  night,  his  Highnefs’s  forces  under  my  command  will  be 
“  poifeffed  of  Dunkirk.  ]  have  a  great  many  difpures  with  the  cardinal 
“  about  feveral  things; — neverthelefs,  I  mult  fay,  I  find  him  willing  to 

hear  reafon;  and  though  the  generality  of  court  and  arms  are  even  mad 
41  to  fee  themfelves  part  with  what  they  call  un  ft  bon  morceau ,  or  fo  delicate 
44  a  bit,  yet  he  is  ftill  cpnltant  to  his  promifes,  and  leems  to  be  as  glad  in 
44  the  generally  (notwithftanding  our  differences  in  little  particulars)  to 
€<  give  this  place  to  his  highnefs,  as  we  can  be  to  receive  it.  The  king 
44  is  alfo  exceeding  oblyging  and  civil,  and  hath  more  trew  worth  in  him 
Ai  than  I  could  have  imagined.”  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  402,  3.  Ed. 
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thing  lie  required.  By  this  oonqueft  the  protector  gained  im¬ 
mortal  glory  becauie  it  gave  the  Englifli  a  fettlemfnt  on  the 
continent,  and  made  them  mailers  of  both  fides  of  the  chan- 

will  bftaSafe  f0“  ^  IOrd  C'“rmdm  “  **  IV“d’> 

The  enthufiaftick  republicans,  or  fifth  monarchy  men, 
havmg  failed  m  them  defign  in  parliament,  agreed/  to  the 
numoer  of  three  hundred,  to  attempt  a  revolution  of  govern¬ 
ment  by  force  and  having  killed  the  protector,  to  proclaim 
king  Jesus;  but  fecretary  Thurloe,  who  never  fpared  ex¬ 
pence  to  gam  intelligence,  had  a  fpy  among  them,  who  dif¬ 
fered  their  intrigues,  and  feized  their  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  m  Shoreditch,  with  their  ftandard,  containing  a  lion 
couch  ant,  alluding  to  the  lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  with 
this  motto,  WHO  WILL  rouse  HIM  up?  The  chief  of  the 
confpirators,  as  Ve nner ,  Grey ,  Hopkins ,  &c.  were  imprifoned 
m  the  Gate-Houfe  till  the  protector’s  death,  with  their  ac¬ 
complices,  major-general  Harr  if  on,  colonel  Rich,  colonel 
Danvers,  and  others,  after  which  they  created  new  diftur- 

bances,  which  hailened  their  own  deftruction  foon  after  the 
King  s  reltoration.  1 

But  the  moil  formidable  confpiracy  againft  the  govern¬ 
ment,  was  a  new  one  of  the  cavaliers,  with  which  the  pro. 
tector  acquainted  the  lord-mayor  and  common-council  of  the 
city  m  a  fpeech,  wherein  he  takes  notice,  that  the  marquis 
or  Ormond  had  been  privately  in  London  three  weeks,  to 
promote  the  king’s  affairs,  who  lay  ready  on  the  coaft  with. 
an  army  of  eight  thoufand  men,  and  twenty-two  fiiips;  that 
there  was  a  defign  to  feize  the  Tower;  and  that  feveral  ill- 
afiecied  perlons  were  endeavouring  to  put  themfelves  in  arms 
for  that  purpofe ;  he  therefore  delired  them  to  put  the  city 
into  a  poflure  of  defence,  profeffing  a  more  paffionate  re¬ 
gal  d  fo»  tlieii  falety  than  his  own.  'I  he  citizens  returned 
his  highnefs  thanks,  and  in  an  addrefs  promifed  to  defend 
his  peifon  and  government  with  tlieir  lives  and  fortunes. 
The  like  addreffes  came  from  feveral  of  the  regiments  at 
home,  and  from  the  Englifli  army  in  Flanders.  "This  was 
the  plot  the  protector  mentioned  in  his  fpeech  to  the  par¬ 
liament,  and  was  difcovered  by  one  Staple y,  whole  father 

H  Compl.  Hift.  p.  223.  Eachardj  p.  ^30, 

had 
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had  been  one  of  the  king’s  judges.  Immediately  after  the 
diffolution  of  the  parliament,  three  of  the  confpirators  were 
apprehended,  and  tried  before  an  high  court  of  jujlicc ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  late  aft  for  the  fecurity  of  his  highncJYs  perfen. 
Mr.  Mordaunt ,  youngeft  fon  and  brother  of  the  earl  of 
Peterborough ,  was  acquitted  by  one  vote;  but  the  other 
two,  Sir  Henry  Slingsby  and  Ur.  Hewet  were  condemned. 
The  doftor  was  indifted  fur  holding  correfpondence  with 
Charles  Stuart,  for  publilhing  him  to  be  king  of  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  and  for  fending  him  money. 
He  behaved  with  great  boldnefs  towards  his  judges,  keeping 
his  hat  upon  his  head  while  the  indiftment  was  reading;  but 
an  officer  being  fent  to  take  it  off,  he  laved  him  the  trouble. 
The  doftor  then  refufed  to  plead  three  times,  difowning  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court;  but  though  they  read  the  claule  in 
the  late  aft,  by  which  they  were  empowered  to  be  his  judges, 
he  continued  mute;  upon  which  one  of  the  judges  fummed 
up  the  charge,  and  was  going  to  pronounce  fentence,  when 
he  offered  to  put  himfelf  upon  his  trial,  but  was  told  it  was 
then  too  late,  fo  judgment  was  given  againft  him  as  a  mute . 
The  doftor  had  prepared  a  plea  and  demurrer  to  the  jurif- 
diftion  and  proceedings  of  the  court,  and  exceptions  to  their 
judgment,  drawn  up  in  form  by  counfel,  and  ready  to  be 
engroffed,  but  was  not  fuffered  to  have  them  argued.  How¬ 
ever,  he  had  the  favour  of  being  beheaded  on  Tower-hill, 
June  8,  1658,  being  attended  by  Ur.  Wild,  Ur.  Warmeftry , 
and  Ur.  Barwick.  His  funeral  fermon  was  preached  the 

1 

Sunday  following,  by  Mr.  Nath .  Hardy ,  at  St.  Uionis  Back- 
Church,  in  Lime-ftreet;  and  foon  after,  both  the  fermon 
and  the  doftor’s  intended  defence  were  publifhed,  entitled. 
Beheaded  Dr .  John  Hewet’j  Ghoft  crying  for  ]uftice\  con¬ 
taining  his  legal  plea,  demurrer,  and  exceptions  to  the  jurif- 
diftion  of  the  court,  &c.  drawn  up  by  his  council  Mr.  Wm* 
Prynne .  The  doftor  was  a  Cambridge  divine,  but  lived  at 
Oxford,  and  in  the  army,  till  the  end  of  the  war,  when  he 
came  to  London,  and  was  permitted  to  preach  in  the  church 
of  St.  Gregory’s,  London,  though  he  was  known  to  be  a 
malignant.  After  his  donviftion,  the  lady  Claypole  and  lady 
Falconbridge ,  the  proteftor’s  daughters,  interceded  with  their 

*  Life  of  Barvyick,  p.  175. 
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father  for  his  life;  but  becaufe  he  difputed  the  authority  of 
the  court,  which  (buck  at  the  very  life  of  his  government  the 
proteftor  would  not  pardon  him.  He  told  Dr.  Mantonl  one 
ot  his  chaplains,  that  if  Dr.  He  wet  had  Ihewn  himfelf  an  in- 
genuous  perfon,  and  would  have  owned  what  he  knew  was 
his  ihare  in  the  defign  againft  him,  he  would  have  fpared  his 
lire;  but  he  faid  he  would  not  be  trifled  with,  and  the  doftor 
was  of  fo  obflinate  a  temper  that  he  was  refolved  he  fhould 
die;  and  the  proteftor  convinced  Dr.  M ant  on  before  they 
parted,  that  he  knew,  without  his  confeffion,  how  far  he  was 
engaged  in  the  plot.  Three  more  of  the  confpirators  were 

executed  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  but  the.  reft  were  par¬ 
doned.  r 


.  little  before  the  prote&or’s  death,  the  independants  pe¬ 
titioned  his  highnefs  for  liberty  to  hold  a  fynod,  in  order  to 
publifli  to  tne  world  an  uniform  confeftion  of  their  faith. 
They  were  now  become  a  confiderable  body,  their  churches 
being  mcreafed  both  in  city  and  country,*  by  the  addition 

.  of 

1  he  number  of  thefe  churches  was,  proportionally,  much  creator  in 
the  two  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  than  in  molt  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  This  was  owing  to  the  particular  intercourfe  which  thofe 
counties  have  with  the  city  of  Rotterdam  and  Holland,  where  the  more 
rigid  puritans,  who  were  driven  out  of  England  by  the  feverities  of  the 
times,  before  the  civil  wars  began,  had  taken  refuge,  and  formed  feveral 
congregational  churches.  On  the  return  of  the  Englifh  exiles  to  England, 
at  the  commencement  of  thofe  diffentions,  they  brought  with  them  their 
fentiments  on  church  government,  and  formed  churches  on  the  indebendant 
plan.  Of  thefe  the  molt  ancient  was  the  church  of  Yarmouth,  confiding 
of  members  refident  in  that  town  and  at  Norwich:  and  the  Lord’s  fupper 
was  adminidered  alternately  at  the  two  places.  This,  after  a  time,  was 
found  very  troublefome,  and  by  a  majority  of  votes  the  feat  of  the  church 
was  fixed  at  Yarmouth.  This  new  arrangement  was  attended  with  great 
inconvenience  to  thofe  who  lived  at  Norwich.  They  therefore,  with  the 
confent  of  the  other  part  who  redded  at  Y armouth,  formed  a  feparate  church, 
June  10,  1644.  This  confent  was  given  with  expreflions  of  the  mod  tender 
and  endeaied  affection;  as  having  been,  many  of  theni,  et  companions 
together  in  the  patience  of  our  Lord  Jefas  in  their  own  and  in  a  drange 
€t  land,  and  having  long  enjoyed  fvveet  communion  together  in  divine  or- 
et  dinances.”  On  thefe  models  other  churches  were  fettled  through  thefe 
counties.  As  at  Denton  in  May  or  June  of  the  year  1655.  At  Tundead, 
North- Walfh  am,  Wymondham,  and  Guedwick,  in  1652.  In  the  fame 
year  was  laid  the  foundation  of  the  congregational  church  of  Beccles  in 
Suffolk,  by  nine  perfons  joining  together  in  church  fellovvfhip,  and  by 
July  59,  1653,  their  number  was  increafed  to  forty.  The  church  at 
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of  great  numbers  of  rich  and  fubftantial  perfons ;  but  they 
were  not  agreed  upon  any  ftandard  of  faith  or  difcipline. 
The  prefbyterians  in  the  affembly  of  divines  had  urged  them 
to  this;  and  their  brethren  in  New-England  had  done  it  ten 
years  ago;  nor  were  the  Englifh  independants  infenfible  of 
the  defeft;  for  hitherto,  (fay  they)  there  have  “  been  no 
affociation  of  our  churches,  no  meetings  of  our  minifters 
u  to  promote  the  common  intereft;  our  churches  are  like 
“  fo  many  {hips  launched  fingly,  and  failing  apart  and  alone 
€C  in  the  vail:  ocean  of  thefe  tumultuous  times,  expofed  to 
“  every  wind  of  doftrine;  under  no  other  conduct  than  the 
“  word  and  fpirit,  and  their  particular  elders,  and  principal 
“  brethren,  without  aflbciations  among  themfelves,  or  fo 
“  much  as  holding  out  a  common  light  to  others,  whereby 
,!C  to  know  where  they  were/5*  To  remedy  this,  fome  of 
their  divines  and  principal  brethren  in  London  met  together, 
and  propofed  that  there  might  be  a  correfpondence  among 
their  churches  in  city  and  country  for  counfel  and  mutual 
edification;  and  for  as  much  as  all  fefts  and  parties  of  chrif- 
tians  had  publifhed  a  confejjion  of  their  faith ,  they  appre¬ 
hended  the  world  might  reasonably  expeft  it  from  them;  for 
thefe  reafons  they  petitioned  the  protector  for  liberty  to  af- 
femble  for  this  purpofe.  This  was  oppofed  by  fome  of  the 
court,  as  tending  to  eftablifh  a  feparation  between  them  and 
the  prefbyterians;  nor  was  the  proteftor  himfelf  fond  of  it; 
however,  he  gave  way  to  their  importunity;  and,  as  Mr, 
Eachard  reprefents  that  matter,  when  he  was  moved  upon 
his  death-bed  to  difcountenance  their  petition,  he  replied. 
They  mu  ft  be  fatisfed ,  they  muft  be  fatisfed ,  or  we  foal l  all 
run  back  into  blood  again . 

Walpole  was  fettled  into  fellowfhip  in  the  year  1647.  That  of  St.EdmundY 
Bury,  in  1648.  That  of  Woodbridge,  in  1651.  That  at  Wattesfield,  May 
2,  1678.  That  of  Wrentham  was  firft  gathered  Feb.  1,  1649,  under  Mr. 
John  Philip ,  and  one  of  its  fir  11  members  was  Francis  Brenxjier ,  efq;  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Wrentham,  who  gave  the  church  plate  which  bears  his 
arms;  and  fome  confiderable  legacies  were  left  by  him  and  different 
branches  of  his  iamily.  The  hail  was  a  place  of  refuge  and  concealment  for 
the  minifters  or  any  of  the  people  in  time  of  perfection.  Mr.  Thomffin'% 
MSS,  Collections,  under  the  words  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  En. 

*  Confe/T.  Pref.  p,  6. 
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However,  the  prote&or  did  not  live  to  fee  the  fruits  of  this 
affembiy,  which  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  the  Savoy, 
Oftooei  12,  1 6^8,  where  nuniflers  and  meffengers  from 
above  one  hundred  congregational  churches  met  together, 
of  which  the  majority  were  laymen,  the  reft  paftors  in 
churches,  and  feme  younger  divines  about  the  court,  as  the 
reverend  and  learned  Mr.  John  Howe ,  at  that  time  chaplain 
to  the  young  protecftor  and  others.*  They  opened  their  fy- 
nod  with  a  day  of  falling  and  prayer,  and  after  fome  debate, 
whether  they  fhould  adopt  the  doctrinal  articles  of  the 
Weflminfter  affembiy  for  their  own,  with  fome  amendments 
and  additions,  it  was  thought  more  advifeable  to  draw  up  a 
new  confeJjTion ,  but  to  keep  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  method 
and  order  of  the  other.  A  committee  of  the  mod  eminent 
divines  was  chofen  for  this  work,  viz.  Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin , 
Dr.  Owen ,  Mr.  Phil.  Nye ,  Mr.  William  Bridge  of  Yarmouth, 
Mr.  Jo/.  Caryl, '  and  Mr.  William  Greenhill.  While  thefe 
were  employed  in  preparing,  and  putting  together  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  their  confeffion,  the  fynod  heard  complaints,  and 
gave  advice  in  feveral  cafes  which  were  brought  before  them, 
relating  to  difputes  or  differences  in  their  churches.  The 
particular  heads  of  doctrine  agreed  to  by  the  committee, 
were  preferred  to  the  fynod  every  morning,  and  read  by  the 
reverend  Mr.  George  Griffith  their  fcribe.  There  were  fome 
fpeeches  and  debates  upon  words  and  phrafes,  but  at  length 
all  acquiefced,  and  the  whole  was  foon  after  publilhed  in 
quarto,  under  the  title  of  A  declaration  of  the  faith  and  order 
owned  and  pradifed  in  the  congregational  churches  in  England , 
agreed  upon ,  and  confented  unto  by  their  elders  and  'meffengers 
in  their  meeting  at  the  Savoy ,  October  12,  1658.  Next  year 
it  was  tranflated  into  Latin  by  profeffor  Hornbeck ,  and  pub¬ 
lilhed  at  the  end  of  his  Epiftola  ad  Durceum  de  Independent 
tiffimo .  Some  imputed  their  unanimity  to  the  authority  and 
influence  of  Dr.  Owen ,  Mr.  Nye ,  and  the  reft  of  the  elder 
divines  over  the  younger;  but  they  themfelves,  in  their  pre¬ 
face,  look  upon  it  as  a  great  and  fpecial  work  of  the  Holy 
ci  Ghoft,  that  fo  numerous  a  company  of  minifters,  and 
“  other  principal  brethren,  fhould  fo  readily,  fpeedily,  and 
cc  jointly  give  up  themfelves  to  fuch  a  whole  body  of  truths 

*  Calamy’s  Abridg.  vol.  ii.  p.  444. 
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“as  is  there  collefted.”  They  add  further,  «  that  this 
“  agreement  of  theirs  fell  out  without  their  having  held  any 
“  correfpondence  together,  or  prepared  confultation,  by 
“  which  they  might  be  adviled  of  one  another’s  minds.” 
Which  I  confefs  is  very  extraordinary,  confidering  the  con- 
feffion  confifts  of  thirty-three  chapters,  in  which  are  almoft 
two  hundred  diftinft  articles  of  faith  and  difcipline;  and  that 
the  whole  time  of  the  fynod’s  feffions  or  continuance,  was 
not  above  eleven  or  twelve  days. 

The  Savoy  confejfion  proceeds  upon  the  plan  of  the  Weft- 
mi  niter  affembly,  which  made  the  work  very  eafy;  and  in 
moll  places  retains  their  very  words.  They  tell  the  world 
in  their  preface,  that  they  fully  confent  to  the  Weftminfter 
confejjion  for  the  lubltance  of  it,  but  have  taken  liberty  to 
add  a  few  things,  in  order  to  obviate  fome  erroneous  opinions 
that  have  been  more  boldly  maintained  of  late  than  in  for¬ 
mer  times,  d  hey  have  hkewile  varied  the  mettiod  in  fome 
places,  and  have  here  and  there  expreffed  themfelves  more 
clearly,  as  they  found  occafion.  They  have  omitted  all  thofe 
chapters  in  the  alfembly’s  confeffion  which  relate-  to  difci¬ 
pline,  as  the  30th  and  3 ill,  with  part  of  the  20th  and  24th, 
relating  to  the  power  of  fynods,  councils ,  church  cenfures ,  mar¬ 
riage  and  divorce ,  and  the  power  of  the  civil  magifkrate  in 
matters  of  religion.  Thefe  (fay  they)  were  fuch  doubtful 
affertions,  and  fo  unfuited  to  a  confeffion  of  faith,  that  the- 
Engliffi  parliament  would  never  ratify  them,  there  being  no- 
thing  that  tends  more  to  heighten  diilentions  among  bre¬ 
thren,  than  to  place  thefe  doubtful  fpeculations  under  fo  high 
a  title  as  a  confeffion  of  faith.  After  the  1 9th  chapter  of  the 
affembly’s  confeffion,  of  the  law ,  the  Savoy  divines  have 
added  an  entire  chapter,  of  the  gofpel,  in  which  what  is  dif- 
peifed  up  and  down  the  alfembly’s  confeffion  is  collefted, 
and  put  together.  Upon  the  whole,  the  difference  between 
uiefe  two  confeffions,  in  points  of  doftrine,  is  fo  very  fmall, 
that  the  modern  independants  have  in  a  manner  laid  afide 
the  ufe  of  it  in  their  families,  and  agreed  with  the  prelbv- 
terians  in  the  ufe  of  the  allembly’s  catechifm. 

J.r4t,.tlie‘endTf  Ae  Savoy  confeffion  there  is  a  chapter  of 
dnctplme,  entitled,  of  the  injlitution  of  churches ,  and  the  order 
appointed  in  them  by  Jefus  Chrift ;  in  which  they  affert, 

“  That 


THE  HISTORY 


CHAP.  UU 


19* 

u  That  every  particular  fociety  of  vifible  profeffors  agtee- 
ct  mg  to  walk  together  in  the  faith  and  order  of  the  gofpel 
cc  is  a  complete  church,  and  has  full  power  within  itfelf  to 
u  eleft  and  ordain  all  church  officers,  to  exclude  all  offenders, 
“  and  to  do  all  other  afts  relating  to  the  edification  and  well- 
iC  being  of  the  church. 

“  That  the  way  of  ordaining  officers,  that  is,  pajiors , 
4C  teachers ,  or  elders ,  is  after  their  eleftion,  by  the  fuffrage 
<c  of  the  church,  to  fet  them  apait  with  faffing  and  prayer, 
cc  and  impofition  of  the  hands  of  the  elderfhip  of  the  church, 

though  if  there  be  no  impofition  of  hands,  they  are  never- 
u  thelefs  rightly  conftituted  minifters  of  Chrift;  but  they  do 
u  hot  allow  that  ordination  to  the  work  of  the  miniffry, 
“  though  it  be  by  perfons  rightly  ordained,  does  convey  any 
“  office-power,  without  a  previous  eleftion  of  the  church. 

“  That  i?o  perfons  may  admin  iff  er  the  facrament  but  fuch 
“  as  are  ordained  and  appointed  thereunto.  Nor  are  the 
u  paffors  of  one  church  obliged  to  adminifter  the  facraments 
44  to  any  other,  than  to  the  members  of  that  church  to  whom 
cc  they  (land  related  in  that  capacity.  Nor  may  any  perfon 
ct  be  added  to  the  church,  as  a  private  member,  but  by  the 
cc  confent  of  the  church,  after  a  confcffion  of  his  faith, f  de- 
44  dared  by  himfelf,  or  otherwife  manifefted. 

“  They  difallow  the  power  of  all  ftated  fynods,  prefby- 
44  teries,  convocations,  and  affemblies  of  divines,  over  par- 


vf  It  was  alfo  a  practice  of  the  independants ,  at  the  firft  formation  of  their 
churches,  to  fign  an  agreement,  or  covenant,  which  they  entered  on  their 
church-books.  This,  fometimes,  ran  out  into  various  articles,  expreffive  of 
their  devotednefs  to  the  fervice  of  God,  their  trull  in  Chrift>  their  deter¬ 
mination  to  fludy  the  fcriptures,  and  to  form  their  faith  and  worfhip  by  them, 
of  their  mutual  engagement  to  keep  the  chriilian  ordinances,  to  watch  over 
one  another  in  the  Lord,  to  bear  one  another’s  burthens,  and  to  preferve 
union  and  love,  and  of  their  refolutions  to  perfevere  in  a  courfe  of  faith  and 
holinefs.  Of  thefe  forms  of  agreement,  one  of  the  moft  fimple  is  that  which 
was  adopted  by  the  church  at  Wattesfield  in  Suffolk.  It  was  in  thefe  words: 

We  do  covenant  or  agree  in  the  prefence  of  God,  through  the  afliilance 
«  of  his  holy  fpirit,  to  walk  together  in  all  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord 
«  y efus ,  as  far  as  the  fame  are  made  clear  unto  us,  endeavouring  the  ad- 
te  vancement  of  the  glory  of  our  Father,  the  fubje&ion  of  our  will  to  the 
will  of  our  Redeemer,  and  the  mutual  edification  of  each  other  in  his 
“  mofl  holy  faith  and  fear.”  Mr.  Thompfon' s  MSS.  Colledions,  under  the 

name  Wattesfield.  Ed.  . 
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“  ticular  churches,  but  admit,  that  in  cafes  of  difficulty,  or 
“  difference  relating  to  doctrine  or  order,  churches  may  meet 
«  together  by  their  meffengers  in  fynods  or  councils,  to  con- 
«  fider  and  give  advice,  but  without  exercifmg  any  jurif- 
“  diCtion. 

“  And  ladly,  they  agree,  that  churches,  confiding  of  per- 
fons  found  in  the  faith  and  of  good  converfation,  ought 
not  to  refufe  communion  with  each  other,  though  they 
«  walk  not  in  all  things  according  to  the  fame  rule  of  church 
<c  order;  and  if  they  judge  other  churches  to  be  true 
churches,  though  lefs  pure,  they  may  receive  to  occafional 
cc  communion  fuch  members  of  thofe  churches  as  are  credi- 
u  bly  teftified  to  be  godly,  and  to  live  without  offence. 

“  Thefe  opinions  (fay  they)  may  appear  new  to  a  great 
many  people,  becaufe  they  have  not  been  openly  and  pub- 
“  lickly  profeffed  in  the  Englifh  nation,  but  we  are  able  to 
“  trace  the  footdeps  of  an  independant  congregational  way, 
**  in  the  antienteft  practice  of  the  church,  and  in  the  writings 
“  of  the  founded:  protedant  divines.”  lhey  add,  that 
“  their  principles  do  not  in  the  lead  interfere  with  the  autho- 
rity  of  the  civil  magidrate,  nor  do  they  concern  themfelves 
“  upon  any  occafions  with  him,  any  further  than  to  implore 
“  his  protection,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  and  li- 
“  berty  of  their  churches.”  They  glory  in  this,  that  ever 
fmce  they  appeared  in  the  world,  they  have  didinguidied 
themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  chridian  liberty.  “  We  have  al- 
“  wTays,  fay  they,  maintained  this  principle,  that  among  all 
“  chrijlian  fates  and  churches ,  there  ought  to  he  a  forbear- 
ance ,  and  mutual  indulgence  to  chrifians  of  all  perfua - 
iC  fionS)  that  keep  to ,  and  hold  fajl  the  necejfary  foundations  of 
“faith  and  holinefs .  This  principle  we  have  maintained  for 
“  the  fake  of  others,  when  we  ourfelves  had  no  need  of  it” 
They  conclude  with  thankfulnefs  to  their  prefent  governors, 
for  permitting  thofe  who  could  not  comply  with  the  prefby- 
terian  edablidiment  to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  their  confcicnces, 
and  equal  encouragement  and  protection  with  others;  and 
that  this  liberty  is  edablidied  by  a  law,  as  long  as  they  didurb 
not  the  publick  peace.  This  fliould  engage  us  (fay  they) 
to  promote  the  honour  and  profperity  of.  fuch  a  government, 
to  be  peaceably  difpofed  one  towards  another,  and  to  love 
vol.  iv.  o  '  as 
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as  brethren;  forafmuch  as  the  differences  between  prelby- 
tu  idns  and  independants  are  differences  between  fellow-fer- 
viints,  neither  of  then*,  having  authority  from  God  or  man, 
to  impofe  their  opinions  upon  one  another. 

Mi .  Baxter,  in  the  main  a  very  peaceable  and  candid  divine, 
lofes  all  temper  when  he  fpeaks  of  this  alfembly:  He  finds’ 
fault  with  their  definition  of  jujiification ,  and  makes  thefe 
remarks:  “  I  hey  thought  it  not  enough  exprefsly  to  con- 
4  trad'&  St.  James ,  and  to  fay  unlimitedly,  that  we  are  juf- 
“  tified  by  the  right eoifnefs  of  Ghriji  only,  and  not  by  any 
works ,  but  they  contradicted  St.  Paul  alfo,  who  fays, 
that  faith  is  imputed  for  righlebufnefi ;  and  not  only  fo, 
but  they  all  erred,  that  we  have  no  oilier  righteoufnefs  but 
that  of  Ch-'ift.  A  dottrine  abhorred  by  all  the  reformed 
and  cm  lftian  ciiurches,  and  which  (fays  he)  would  be  an 
u.tei  fhame  of  the  protellant  name,  if  what  fitch  men 
“  held  and  did,  were  imputable  to  fober  preteftants.”  But 
is  it  pofiible  that  Mr.  Baxter  could  believe,  that  the  Savoy 
divines  denied  the  necelfity  of  fanftification,  or  perfonal  ho- 
linefs?  when  they  have  a  whole  chapter  in  their  confeflion 
upon  fanBification ,  another  upon  repentance  and  good 
works.;  and  a  third  upon  the  moral  law,  which  they  declare 
does  for  ever  bind  all  men  to  obedience,  both  juftified  and 
unjufiified.  When  Mr.  Baxter  aiked  fome  honed  men 'who 
joined  them,  whether  they  fuMcribed  the  confeffion?  They 
faid,  no;  he  then  enquired,  why  they  did  not  contradift 
this  ?  To  which  they  anfwered,  becaufe  the  meaning  was, 
that  they  had  no  other  righteoufnefs  but  that  of  Chrift  to 
be  jtiftified  by ;  which  is  certainly  the  doctrine  of  the  Weft- 
minfier  alfembly.  What  does  Mr.  Baxter  reply  to  this? 
Why  nothing,  but  adds  very  uncharitably,  “  that  the  in- 
“  dependant  corifeifions  are  like  fuch  oaths  as  fpeak  one 
"  thing  and  mean  another;  fo  much  could  two  men,  [Dr. 
Owefr  and  Goodwin\  do  with  many  honefl:  traftable  young 
men,  Vvho  had  more  zeal  for  feparating  firiftnefs  than 
judgment  to  underftand  the  word  of  God,  the  intereft  of 
“  the  churches  and  of  themfelves.”  And  yet  there  wTere 
in  that  alfembly  many  divines  of  as  great  age  and  learning 
as  himfelf;  their  defign  w*as  not  to  undervalue  the  Weflmin- 

|[  Life,  p.  104. 
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Tier  confeffion,  but  rather  to  anfwer  the  defires  of  that  at 
fembly,  by  publishing  to  the  world  fuch  a  declaration  of 
their  faith  and  difcipline  as  they  had  demanded.  And  the 
confejjion  was  fo  far  from  raifing  any  new  divifions,  that  Mr. 
Philip  Henry  obferves,  upon  the  death  of  Cromwell ,  that 
there  was  a  great  change  in  the  tempers  of  good  people 
throughout  the  nation,  and  a  mighty  tendency  to  peace  and 
unity,  as  if  they  were  by  confent  weary  of  their  long  clafli- 
ings.  However,  the  independents  loft  their  bed  friend  in 
the  protedor,  who  was  not  only  their  patron  upon  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  liberty,  but  a  balance  to  the  prefbyterian  pretences 
to  ecclefraftical  power.  x 

The  hierarchy  of  the  church  of  England  was  now  at  a 
very  low  ebb,  and  in  danger  of  being  loft  beyond  recovery.; 
for  if  the  bifliops,  who  were  now  very  antient,  had  all  died 
off,  ^before  others  had  been  eonfecrated,  the  line  of  fuccef- 
fton  mull  have  failed;  for  the  church  of  Rome  was  fo  far 
from  fupporting  it,  that  they  publiihed  a  treatife  this  year, 
cf  the  nature  of  the  cat  ho  lick  faith ,  and  of  her  efy\  in  wdiich 
they  endeavour  to  invalidate  the  Englifh  ordinations,  and 
revived  the  ftory  of  the  Nags-head  club;  for  the  truth  of 
which  they  appealed  to  Dr.  Moreton ,  the  antient  bifhop  of 
Durham,  who  in  a  folemn  fpeech  made  in  full  parliament 
(fay  they)  declared  in  exprefs  words,  that  ourTrft  bifliops 
after  the  reformation  had  been  eonfecrated  in  a  tavern;  and 
that  this  was  fo  far  from  being  doubted,  that  it  was  a  ct 
moft  notorious  to  all  the  world;  adding,  that  the  reft  of  the 
bifliops  prefent  rather  approved,  than  in  the  leaft  eppofed 
what  he  had  faid.  The  bifliop,  then  in  the  ninety-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  being  advifed  of  this  calumny,  fent  for  a 
pubiick  notary  from  London,  and  in  the  prefence  of  proper 
witneffes,  made  a  folemn  proteftation  of  the  fahliood  of  this 
ftory,  and  figned  it  in  due  form  July  17,  1658.  He  then 
fent  his  chaplain  Dr.  Berwick ,  to  all  the  lords  fpiritual  and 
temporal  then  alive,  who  had  fat  in  that  parliament,  defiring, 
that  if  they  believed  him  undefervedly  afperfed,  they  wrould 
atteft  it  by  fubferibing  their  names;  which  was  done  by  fix 
bifliops,  and  fourteen  temporal  lords,  and  by  the  feveral 
clerks  and  regulars  of  the  houfe.  The  bifliop  died  foon 
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lifter,  but  his  proteflation,  with  the  proofs,  was  afterwards 
publilhed  by  Dr.  Bramhal ,  bilhop  of  Derry,  in  a  treatife 
entitled,  The  confecration  and  fuccejjfion  of  protejlant  bifhops 
jujlijied;  the  bi/hop  of  Durefme  vindicated;  and  the  fable  of 
the  ordination  of  the  Nags-head  club  clearly  confuted.  This 
awakened  the  clergy  to  enter  upon  meafures  for  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  a  fucceflion  of  hilltops,  though  they  could  not  be 
regularly  chofen,  left  the  validity  of  the  epifcopal  miniftry 
lhould  ceafe;  which  will  come  under  conlideration  in  the 
tranfaftions  of  the  next  year. 

Lord  Clarendon  mentions  an  addrefs  of  the  anabaptijls  to 
the  king,  who,  being  difappointed  in  their  expectations  of  a 
commonwealth,  threw  themfelves  at  his  majefty’s  feet,  of¬ 
fering  their  affiftance  to  pull  down  the  prefent  government. 
In  their  addrefs  they  fay,  “  they  took  up  arms  in  the  late 
“  war  for  liberty  and  reformation,  but  affure  his  majefty 
“  that  they  were  fo  far  from  entertaining  any  thoughts  of 
“  calling  off  their  allegiance,  or  extirpating  the  royal  fa- 
“  mily,  that  they  had  not  the  leaft  intent  to"  abridge  him  of 
“  his  juft  prerogatives,  but  only  the  reftraining  thofe  ex- 
“  ceffes  of  government,  which  were  nothing  but  the  ex- 
“  crefcencies  of  a  wanton  power,  and  were  rather  a  burthen, 
“  than  an  ornament  to  the  royal  diadem.”  They  then  go 
on  to  declaim  againft  the  protector,  calling  him,  that  grand 
impojlor,  that  loathfome  hypocrite,  that  deiejlable  traitor,  the 
prodigy  of  nature,  the  opprobrium  of  mankind,  a  landfkip  of 
iniquity ,  a  fink  of  fin,  a  compendium  of  bafenefs.  And  then, 
begging  pardon  for  their  former  offences,  they  promife  to 
facrifice  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  his  majefty’s  reftoration, 

■  provided  his  majefty  would  be  fo  gracious  as  to  tsftore  the 
remains  of  the  long  parliament ;  to  ratify  the  treaty  of  the 
Ifle  of  Wight;  to  eftablilh  liberty  of  confcience;  to  take 
away  tithes,  and  provide  fome  other  maintenance  for  the 
national  clergy;  and  to  pafs  an  aft  of  oblivion,  for  all  who 
had  been  in  arms  againft  his  father  and  himfelf,  except  thofe 
who  lhould  adhere  to  that  ungodly  tyrant  who  calls  himfelf 
protcclor.  His  lordlhip  adds,  that  the  meffenger  that  brought 
thefe  propofitions,  alking  the  fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds 
to  carry  on  the  projeft,  his  majefty  difmiffed  him  with  civil 
exprellions,  telling  him,  he  had  no  defigns  to  trouble  any 
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ni3.il  for  his  opinion.  However,  if  theie  had  been  fuch  an 
add  refs  from,  the  body  of  the  anabaptifls,  it  is  a  little  ft  range 
that  after  the  refloration  it  was  not  remembered  to  then  ad¬ 
vantage.  But  his  lordfhip  feems  to  have  had  no  great  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  thefe  men,  when  he  fays,  they  always  pre¬ 
tended  a  juft  efleem  and  value  for  all  men  who  faithfully 
adhered  to  the  king,  whereas  they  were  of  all  fefls  the  moft 
zealous  for  a  commonwealth,  and  were  enemies  to  the  pro¬ 
testor  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  he  was  for  govern¬ 
ment  by  a  frngle  perfon.  In  truth,  this  whole  affair  feems 
no  more  than  an  artifice  to  get  a  little  money  out  of  the 
poor  king’s  purfe.§ 

The  proteftor’s  health  was  now  declining,  through  his 
advanced  age,  and  exceflive  toils  and  fatigues.  Ihe  reftlefs 
fpirits  of  the  royal  ills  and  republicans  put  him  upon  his 
guard,  infomuch  that  he  ufually  wore  under  his  clothes  a 
piece  of  armour,  or  a  coat  of  mail.  The  lofs  of  his  be¬ 
loved  daughter  Glaypole ,  who  died  this  fummer,  had  alfo  a 
very  fenfible  influence  on  his  health.  About  the  middle  of 
Augufl  he  was  feized  with  a  flow  fever,  which  turned  to  a 
tertian  ague;  but  the  diftemper  appeared  fo  favourable  for  a 
while,  that  he  walked  abroad  in  the  gardens  at  Hampton- 
court.  Ludlow  fays,  the  protector  had  a  humour  in  his  leg* 
which  he  defired  the  phyficians  to  difperfe,  by  which  means  it 
was  thrown  into  his  blood :  ^\t  length  his  pulfe  began  to  in¬ 
termit,  and  he  was  advifed  to  keep  his  bed;  and  his  ague  fits 
growing  ftronger,  it  was  thought  proper  to  remove  him  to 
Whitehall,  where  he  began  to  be  light-headed;  upon  which 
his  phyficians  declared  his  life  in  danger,  and  the  council  be¬ 
ing  fummoned  to  defire  him  to  nominate  his  fuccefibr,  he  ap¬ 
pointed  his  eldeft  fon  Richard \  In  the  intervals  of  his  fits,  he 
behaved  with  great  devotion  and  piety,  but  manifefted  no 
remorfefor  his  publick  aftions;  he  declared  in  general,  that 
he  defigned  the  good  of  the  nation,  and  to  preferve  it  from 
anarchy  and  a  new  war.  He  once  afked  Dr.  Goodwin,  who 
attended  at  his  bed-fide,  and  is  faid  to  have  expreffed  an  un* 

§  Notwithftanding  the  fufpicions  which  reft  upon  this  affair,  Crojby  has 
feen  fit  to  preferve  the  addrefs,  proportions,  and,  letter,  in  the  Appendix 
to  his  firft  volume.  No.  v.  Ed. 
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becoming  afiurancef  to  Almighty  God  in  prayer  of  his  re¬ 
covery,  whether  a  man  could  fad  from  grace ?  which  the 
doctor  aniwermg  m  the  negative,  the  protector  replied,  then 
1  am  ffe,  for  1  am  fur e  /  was  once  in  a  Jlaiewf  graced  About 
twelve  hours  before  he  died  he  lay  very  quiet,  when  major 
Butler  being  in  his  chamber,  fays  he  heard 'him  make  his 
iait  prayer  to  this  purpofe:  “  Lord,  I  am  a  poor  foolifn 
creatUie;  this  people  would  fain  have  me  live ;  they  think 
it  belt  for  them,  and  that  it  will  redound  much  to  thy 
gloiy,  and  all  the  ftir  is  about  this.  Others  would  fain 
“  have  me  d>e_;  Lord  pardon  them,  and  pardon  thy  fooliflr 
people,  forgive  their  fins,  and  do  not  forfake  them,  but 
love  and  bltfs,  and  give  them  reft,  and  bring  them  to  a 
“  confiftency,  and  give  me  reft,  for  fefus  Chrift’s  fake,  to 
“  whom,  with  thee,  and  thy  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  honour  and 
“  glory,  now  and  for  ever,  Amen.”  The  protestor  died, 
c,eP1,  3->  *6 about  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  day  on 
which  he  had  triumphed  in  the  battles  of  Marfton-Moor,§ 
Dunbar,  and  Worcefter,  when  he  had  lived  fifty-nine  years, 
four  months,  and  eight  days:  four  years  and  eight  months 
after  he  had  been  declared  proteftor  by  the  injlmment  of  go¬ 
vernment-,  and  one  year  and  three  months  after  his  confir¬ 
mation  by  the  humble  petition  and  advice.  As  he  had  lived 
moft  part  of  his  life  in  a  (form,  his  death  was  attended  with 
one  of  the  greateft  hurricane^  that  had  been  known  for 

-  T  '  ' '  ,  *  -  »  i  ......  1 

f  The  language  of  Dr  Goodwin  was  thus  extravagant:  “  Lord,  we 
beg  not  for  his- recovery ;  for  that  thou  had  already  granted  and  afliired 
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us  cf;  but  for  his  fpeedy  recovery.”  And  when  news  was  brought  of 
his  death.  Mr.  Peter  S terry  flood  up,  and  deft red  them  not  to  be  troubled. 

For”  faid  he,  ce  this  is  good  news:  became  if  he  was  of  great  ufe  to  the 
**  people  of  God  when  he  was  among!!  us,  now  he  will  be  much  more  fo, 
“  being  afcended  to  heaven  to  fit  at  the  right  hand  of  Jcfus  Chrifl,  there  to 
intercede  for  us,  and  to  be  mindful  of  us  on  all  occaflons.”  Ludlow' \ s 
Memoirs,  4-to.  p.  258,  9  Dr  Grey  does  not  fail  to  notice  thefe  Arango 
flights.  And  Sewel  the  hiflorian’s  reflexion  on  this  lafl  inflance  of  the 
flattery,  or  phrenfy,  of  thefe  -courtiers,  was  juft.  “  O  horrid  flattery! 
<e  Thus  I  call  it,  though  he  had  been  the  gr.eateft  faint  on  earth;  which 
“  he  came  much  fhort  of  though  he  was  once  endued  with  fome  eminent 
“  virtues.”  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers,  p.  189  Ed. 

X  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  98. 

§  This,  as  Dr.  Grey  notices,  is  an  error;  the  battle  of  Marfton-Mcor 
was  fought  on  the  2d  of  July,  1644.  Ed. 

many 
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many  years.*  Some  have  fkid,  that  next  night  after  his 
death,  his  body  was  wrapped  up  in  lead  and  buried  in  Nafeby- 
field,  according  to  his  delire.  Others,  more  probably,  that  it 
was  depofited  privately  in  a  vault  in  king  Henry  the  fcventh’s 
chapel,  fometime  before  the  publick  funeral,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  Nov.  23,  with  all  imaginable  grandeur  and  military 
pomp,];  from  Somerfet-houfe,  where  he  had  lain  in  hate,  to 
the  Abbey-church  in  Weflminfter,  where  a  fine  maufoleum 
was  erefted  for  him,  on  which  his  effigies  was  placed,  and 
exhibited  to  the  view  of  all  lpecfators  for  a  time ;  but  after 
the  king’s  reftoration,  his  coffin  was  taken  out  of  the  vault, 
and  drawn  upon  a  fledge  to  Tyburn,  where  he  was  hanged 
up  till  fun-fet,  and  then  buried  under  the  gallows. 

Thus  died  the  mighty- Oliver  Cromwell,  the  greateft 
foldier  and  ffatefimm  of  his  age,  after  he  had  undergone  ex- 
ceffive  fatigues  and  labours  in  a  long  courfe  of  warlike 
actions,  and  elcaped  innumerable  dangers  from  the  plots  and 
confpiracies  of  domeftick  enemies.  hew  hiftorians  have 
fpoken  'of  him  with  temper,  though  no  other  genius,  it  may 
be,  could  have  held  the  reins',  or  fleered  the  commonwealth, 
through  fo  many  {forms  and  hurricanes,  as  the  factions  of 
thefe  times  had  raifed  in  the  nation.  He  was  born  at  Hun- 

*  .  h 

*  Dr.  Grey  tells  us  alfo,  that  on  the  day  his  coffin  was  taken  up  and  hung 
at  Tyburn,  almofl  as  remarkable  a  dorm  role  in  the  northern  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  Superflition  and  a  hatred  of  Cromwell  conflrued  thefe  circum- 
fiances  as  appearances  of  nature  or  the  God  of  nature,  by  phytical  phoeno- 
mena,  exprefling  an  abhorrence  of  his  character.  But  found  philefophy 
fees  nothing  but  a  lingular  coincidence  of  events,  happening  together,  but 
without  any  correfpondence  in  their  caufes :  and  will  reflect,  how  many 
florms  dikurb  the  elements,  when  no  wicked  tyrant  dies  in  the  political 
world  l  Ed. 

X  The  expences  of  Cromwell’ s  funeral  amounted  to  6o,oool.  The 
body  laid  in  a  more  private  apartment,  till  the  firfl  of  November;  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  the  folemnities  ufed  upon  the  like  occafion  for  Philip  II  king  of 
Spain,  who  was  thus  reprefented  to  be  in  purgatory  for  two  months.  It 
was  then  removed  into  the  great  hall  of  Somerfetddoufe  ;  the  part  where 
tjie  bed  flood  was  railed  in,  and  the  rails  and  ground  within  covered  with 
crimfon  velvet:  Four  or  five  hundred  candles  fet  in  llat  fhinine  candleilicks 

o 

were  fo  placed  round  near  the  roof  of  the  hall,  that  the  light  they  gave 
feemed  like  the  rays  of  the  fun:  by  all  which  he  was  reprelented  to  be  in  a 
flate  of  glory.  This  folly  and  profufion  fo  far  provoked  the  people,  that 
they  threw  dirt,  in-  the  night,  on  his  efcutcheon,  placed  over  the  great  gate. 
Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  410.  p.  260.  Ed. 
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£^on,  April  25,  1599,  and  dcfcended  of  the  family  of 
Williams ,  of  Glamorgan  in  Wales,  which  affumed  the  name 
o  Cromwell  by  marrying  with  a  daughter  of  Cromwell  earl  of 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  The  feat  of  the 
eldelt  branch  of  the  family  was  called  Hinchinbrook,  now 
belonging  to  the  earl  of  Sandwich ,  who  were  reputed  to 
polTefs  an  eftate  of  30,000k  a  year.  Oliver ,  who  was  de¬ 
fended  of  a  younger  branch,  was  educated  in  Cambridge, 
and  from  thence  became  a  ftudent  of  Lincoln’s-Inn,  being  a 
wild,  and  extravagant  youth  till  about  the  thirty-fifth  year 
of  his  age,  when  he  quitted  his  irregular  life,  and  became 
remarkably  fober.  In  the  year  1640,  he  was  chofen  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  the  town  of  Cambridge,  and  fat 
two  years  undiftinguifhcd  in  the  houfe,  as  a  mere  country 
gentleman,  appearing  (fays  Sir  Philip  Warwick )  in  a  plain 
cloth  fuit  of  clothes  made  by  a  country  taylor,  his  linen  not 
very  clean,  his  band  unfafhionable,  his  hat  without  an  hat¬ 
band,  and  his  fword  clofe  by  his  fide;  his  countenance  was 
fwoin  and  reddifh,  his  voice  hoarfe  and  untunable,  but  his 
elocution  was  full  of  fervor  and  warmth,  and  he  was  well 
heard  in  the  houfe.  His  perfon  fomewhat  exceeded  the 
middle  ftature,*  but  was  well  proportioned,  compaft,  and 
flrong.  He  had  a  mafculine  countenance,  a  fparkling  eye, 
a  manly  ftern  look,  a  vigorous  conftitution,  and  was  an  ene¬ 
my  to  eafe  and  excefs;  the  motto  upon  his  coat  of  arms  w^as, 
pax  queer itur  hello , 


*  Sir  John  Rcrejby  calls  Cromwell  iC  one  of  the  greated  and  braved: 
“  men,  had  hjs  caufe  been  good,  the  world  ever  faw.  His  figure  did  not 
tf  come  up  to  character ;  he  was  indeed  a  likely  perfon,  but  not  hand- 
“  fome,  nor  had  he  a  very  bold  look  with  him.  He  was  plain  in  his  ap- 
“  parel,  and  rather  negligent  than  not.  Tears  he  had  at  will,  and  w os, 

■ ‘  doubtlefs,  the  greated  diflembler  on  earth.”  Memoirs,  p.  2.  Since  Mr. 
Neal  wrote,  various  hidorians  have  reviewed  the  actions  and  character  of 
Cromwell.  Amongft  whom  the  faithful  and  judicious  Dr.  Harris  deferves 
particular  mention.  The  candid  and  copious  account  of  this  extraordinary 
man  in  the  firft  edition  of  the  “  Biographia  Britannica,”  has  been  en¬ 
riched  with  new  and  curious  matter  by  the  learned  and  accurate  pen,  which 
has  conduced  the  fecond  edition.  rl  he  hiilory  of  the  Cromwell  family  has 
been  accurately  invedigated  by  Mr.  Noble ,  in  his  “  Memoirs  of  the'Pro- 
tc&oral  Houfe  of  Cromwell not  to  mention  other  writers,  who  have 
elucidated  this  fubjedh  Toother  particulars,  with  which  Dr.  Ktppis  has 
improved  the  article  Cromwell,  in  the  Biogr.  Britan,  is  added  an  ample 
exhibition  of  the  chara&ers  of  him,  drawn  by  foreigners  and  natives.  Ed. 
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Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  he  took  arms  for 
the  parliament,  and  though  he  was  forty-three  years  of  age 
before  he  drew  a  fword,  he  foon  became  colonel  of  a  regi¬ 
ment  of  chofen  men,  who  declared  they  fought  not  for  gain, 
but  for  the  caufe  of  religion  and  liberty .  He  always  went  to 
prayer  before  battle,  and  returned  folemn  thanks  for  his 
fuccefs  afterwards.  He  was  careful  to  promote  an  exadi: 
difcipline  in  the  army,  and  would  not  have  pardoned  his  own 
brother,  (fays  my  author*)  if  he  had  found  him  plundering 
the  country  people.  The  army  had  not  an  officer  who  faced 
danger  with  greater  intrepidity,  or  more  eagerly  fought  oc- 
cafions  to  diftinguiffi  his  perfonal  valour.  He  had  a  great 
prefence  of  mind  in  the  heat  of  action,  and  taught  his  fol- 
diers  to  fight  in  a  more  defperate  manner  than  ufual,  not  al¬ 
lowing  them  to  difcharge  their  mufquets,  till  they  were  fo 
near  the  enemy  as  to  be  fure  of  doing  execution.  His  re¬ 
putation  rofe  fo  raft,  that  he  quickly  became  a  major-general, 
then  lieutenant-general  under  Fairfax ,  and  at  laid  fupplanted 
him.  His  troops  believed  themfelves  invincible  under  his 
conduft;  he  never  loft  a  battle  where  he  had  the  chief  com¬ 
mand.  The  viftory  of  Marfton-Moor  was  chiefly  afcribed 
to  his  valour.  The  reduftion  of  Ireland  in  lefs  than  a  year 
made  him  the  terror  of  his  enemies;  and  the  battles  of 
Dunbar  and  Worcefter  compleated  his  martial  glory. 

How  far  his  ufurping  the protedorJJ:ip  of  the  three  nations, 
without  the  previous  confent  of  a  free  parliament,  was  the 
refult  of  ambition  or  neceffity,  has  been  confidered  already; 
but  if  we  view  him  as  a  ft  at  ef man,  he  was  an  able  politician, 
a  fteady  refolute  governor;  and  though  he  had  more  nume¬ 
rous  and  powerful  enemies  than  any  man  of  the  age,  he  was 
never  intimidated,  having  a  peculiar  art  of  keeping  men 
quiet,  and  giving  them  by  turns  hopes  of  his  favour.  He 
had  a  wonderful  knowledge  of  mankind,  and  an  inimitable 
fagacity  and  penetration.  If  there  was  a  man  in  England 
who  excelled  in  any  faculty  or  fcience,  he  would  find  him 
out,  and  reward  him  according  to  his  merit.  In  nothing 
was  his  good  underftanding  better  difcovered  (fays  bifliop 
Burnet)  than  in  feeking  out  able  and  worthy  men  for  all  em¬ 
ployments,  which  gave  a  general  fatisfaftion.  By  thefe  me- 

*  Carrington’s  Life  of  Cromwell,  p.  243.  Wei  wood’s  Mem.  p.  104. 
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ihods,  in  the  fpace  of  four  or  five  years,  he  carried  the  re¬ 
putation  and  glory  of  the  Englifh  nation  as  high  as  it  was 
capable  oi  ^eiiig  railed.  He  was  equally  dreaded  by  France, 
Spam,  and- the  United  Provinces,  who  conddcended  to  fer- 
vne  compliances  to  obtain  his  friendfhip;  Charles  Gujiavus , 
king  oi  Sweden,  thought  himfelf  honoured  by  his  alliance- 
and  cardinal  Mazarine  laid,  that  nothing  but  the  kino-  0f 
France’s  having  the  fmall-pox  could  have  hindered  him  from 
coming  over  to  England,  that  he  might  have  the  honour  of  ' 
waiting  on  one  of  the  greateft  men. 

I  he  pi  otedoi  had  an  uncommon  command  of  his  paffions, 
and  knew  how  to  behave  in  character  upon  all  occafions ; 
though  in  private  lite  he  would  be  jocofe  and  merry  with  his 
iuftnors ;  jet  no  prince  was  more  jealous  of  his  dignity  on 
pubhek  occafions.  Ills  amhailadors  m  foreign  courts  had 
all  the  rcfpe&s  paid  them  that  our  kings  ever  had.  All  Eu- 
2 ope  trembled  at  his  name!  And  though  he  could  converfe 
with  no  foreigners  but  in  broken  Latin,  yet  no  man  ever 
had  better  intelligence,  nor  underftood  the  views  and  interefts 
of  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe  better  than  himfelf.  h  Fie  had 
ipiGc>  at  Madrid  and  Paris,  and  was  fo  happy  as  to  fix  upon 
pencils  who  never  failed  him.  Mr.  Algernon  Sydney ,  who 
Wets  not  inclined  to  tnmk  or  fpeak  wrell  of  kings,  commended 
him  to  bifliop  Burnet ,  as  one  who  had  juft  notions  of  publick 
liberty;  and  though  he  made  fome  fevere  and  cruel  laws 
againft  the  epifcopal  clergy,  it  was  not  for  their  religion, 
but  becaufe  they  were  open  and  declared  enemies  to  his" per- 
fon  and  government. 

The  prote&or  was  a  proteftant,  but  affefted  to  go  under 
no  denomination  or  party :  He  had  chaplains  of  all  perfua- 
Jions;  and  though  he  was  by  principle  an  independant ,  he 
efteemed  all  reformed  churches  as  part  of  the  catholick 
church;  and  without  aiming  to  eftablifh  any  tenets  by  force- 
or  violence,  he  witneffed,  on  all  occafions,  an  extreme  zeal 
for  the  proteftant  religion,  and  a  juft  regard  for  liberty  of 
eonfcience. 

As  to  his  moral  character,  his  greateft  enemies  have  not 
charged  him  with  any  publick  vices.  Dr.  Welwood  admits, 
that  he  was  not  addicted  to  fwearing,  gluttony,  drunkennefs, 
gaming,  avarice,  or  the  love  of  women,  but  kept’clofe  to  his 
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marriage  bed.  Nor  is  he  chargeable  with  cove’toufnefs,  for 
it  has  been  computed  (fays  the  writer  of  his  lifef)  that  lie 
diftributed  forty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  out  of  his  privy 
purfe  to  charitable  ufes.§  lie  promoted  virtuous  men,  and 
was  inflexible  in  his  punifhment  of  if  actions.  His  court 
was  regulated  according  to  a  mod  drift  difeipline  (fays  Mr. 
Eachard )  where  every  vice  was  banifhed  or  Severely  pu- 
niflied.  He  maintained  a  conftant  appearance  of  piety,  and 
was  regular  in  his  private  and  publick  devotions:  He  re¬ 
tired  conflantiy  every  day  to  read  the  feriptures  and  prayer; 
and  feme  who  watched  him  narrowly  have  reported,  that 
after  he  had  read  and  expounded  a  chapter,  he  profliated 
himfelf  with  his  face  on  the  ground,  and  with  tears  poured 
out  his  foul  to  God  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  He  was  a 
drift  obferver  of  the  fabbath,  and  an  encourager  of  good- 
nefs  and  auderity  of  life.§  Mr.  Baxter  admits,  that  44  he 
44  kept  as  much  honedy  and  godlinefs  as  his  caufe  and  m- 
44  tered  would  allow;  that  he  had  a  zeal  for  religion,  meant 
honedly  in  the  main,  and  was  pious  in  the  main  courfe  of 
his  life,|  till  profperity  corrupted  him.** 

But  with  all  thefe  good  qualities  it  is  certain,  the  protec¬ 
tor  was  a  drong  enthufiad,  and  did  not  take  up  his  religion 

f  Carrington,  p.  248. 

§  An  obfervation  of  Dr.  Gibbons,  as  juft  in  itfelf  and  doing  honour  to 
C romkuell,  deferves  to  be  mentioned  here.  It  is  this;  “  that  it  does  not 
appear  that  in  the  height  of  his  power  he  ever  diverted  any  part  of  the 
“  national  property  to  the  private  emolument  of  himfelf  or  family  as  he 
<e  left  them  polled  of  the  fma.ll  edates  Only  which  he  enjoyed  before  he 
“  arrived  to  the  protectorate.”  Funeral  Sermon  for  William  Crom  well, 
p.  48.  Ed. 

§  To  this  mud  be  aferibed  his  prohibition  of  all  theatrical  exhibitions. 
There  was,  indeed,  a  remarkable  exception,  in  his  permitting,  from  hatred 
to  the  Spaniards,  the  reprtfentation  of  a  performance  entitled,  “  The 
‘^Cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  in  Peru.”  Rofcius  Anglicanus,  p.  29,  in  the 
Literary  Mufeum,  8vo.  printed  in  1792.  Ed. 

X  That  his  religious  charatter  was  not  originally  aflhmed,  however  it 
might  afterwards  be  abufed,  to  carry  political  views,  and  was  prior  to  his 
dignity  and  power,  it  has  been  obferved,  is  evinced  from  his  letters  written 


cc 


_  pure  religion  and  integrity 

“  of  life,  he  was  gT'>wn  wealthy  in  retirement  at  home.”  Gibbons' s  Fu¬ 
neral  Sermon  for  William  Cromwell,  p.  47,  8.  Ed. 
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upon  rational  or  folid  principles,  which  led  him  into  fundry 
miftakes,  not  fupported  by  reafon  or  fcripture.  One  of  his 
favourite  principles  was  a  particular  faith',  that  is,  if  any 
tiling  was. fli ongly  irnprefled  upon  his  mind  in  prayer,  he 
apprehended  it  came  immediately  from  God,  and  was  a  rule 
of  aftion but  if  there  were  no  impreffions,  but  a  flatnefs  iir 
his  devotions,  it  w*as  a  denial .  Upon  this  maxim  he  is  faid 
to  fuffer  the  late  king  to  be  put  to  death,  in  an  arbitrary  and 
illegal  manner. — Another  maxim  was,  that  in  extraordinary 
cafes  fomething  extraordinary ,  or  beyond  the  common  rules  of 
juflice ,  may  he  done;  that  the  moral  laws ,  which  are  binding 
in  ordinary  cafes ,  may  then  be  difpenfed  with ;  and  that  pri¬ 
vate  justice  mujl  give  way  to  publick  necessity. 
Which  was  the  prote&or’s  governing  principle  in  all  his  un¬ 
warrantable  ftretches  of  power.  A  third  principle  by  which 
the  protector  was  milled,  was,  his  determining  the  goodnefs 
cf  a  caufe  by  the  fuccefs .  An  appeal  to  the  fword  was  with 
him  an  appeal  to  God ;  and  as  viftory  inclined,  God  owned 
or  difcountenanced  the  caufe. — It  is  impoffible  that  a  man’s 
conduft  could  be  juft  or  confident,  while  it  was  directed  by 
fuch  miftaken  principles. 

It  has  been  further  objefted  to  the  prote&or’s  charafter, 
that  he  was  notorioufly  guilty  of  hypocrify  and  dijjimulation 
both  to  God  and  man;  that  he  mocked  God  by  the  pretence  of 
piety  and  devotion ,  and  by  long  prayers  full  of  hypocritical  zeal . 
But  who  can  penetrate  the  heart,  to  fee  whether  the  outward 
a&ions  flow  from  an  inward  principle  ?  With  regard  to  men, 
it  is  certain  the  protefror  knew  how  to  addrefs  their  paf- 
fions,  and  talk  to  them  in  their  own  way ;  and  if  in  his  de¬ 
votions  he  uttered  with  his  mouth  what  his  heart  never 
meant,  no  one  can  vindicate  him:  But  men  are  not  flightly 
to  be  arraigned  (fays  Rapin')  for  the  inward  motions  of  their 
heart,  which  pals  all  human  knowledge. — Befides,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  conceive  the  watchful  eyes  that  were  upon  him,  and 
the  vaft  difficulties  he  had  to  contend  with.  Queen  Eliza - 
hath? s  diflimulation  has  been  extolled,  for  the  very  fame  rea¬ 
fon  that  the  proteftor’s  is  condemned:  If  therefore  fuch  a 
conduft  was  neceflary  ;o  govern  the  feveral  parties,  there  is 
nothing  greatly  blame-worthy  in  it,  (fays  the  fame  author) 

unlefs 
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unlefs  it  was  a  crime  in  him  not  to  put  it  into  the  power  of 
his  enemies,  to  deftroy  him  with  the  greater  eafe. 

Ambition  and  thirjl  of  glory  might  fometimes  lead  the  protec¬ 
tor  afide,  for  he  imagined  himfelf  to  be  a  fecond  Phineas ,  raifed 
up  by  Providence  to  be  the  fcourge  of  idolatry  and  fuper- 
ftition,  and  in  climbing  up  to  the  pinnacle  of  fupreme  power, 
did  not  always  keep  within  the  bounds  of  law-and  equity: 
To  this  pafiion  fome  have  afcribed  his  afluming  the  protec- 
torffiip,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  three  kingdoms; 
though  others  are  of  opinion,  it  was  owing  to  hard  necejfity 
and  felf-prefervation .  I  wiil  not  venture  to  decide  in  this 
cafe;  poflibiy  there  might  be  a  mixture  of  both.  When  he 
was  in  pofleffion  of  the  fovereign  power,  no  man  ever  ufed 
it  to  greater  publick  advantage,  for  he  had  a  due  veneration 
for  the  laws  of  his  country,  in  all  things  wherein  the  life  of 
his  jurifdiftitin  was  not  concerned:  And  though  he  kept  a 
handing  army,  they  were  under  an  exaft  difciplme,  and  very 
little  burthen  to  the  people. 

The  charge  of  cruelty ,  which  is  brought  againft  him,  for 
having  put  fome  men  to  death  for  confpiring  againft  his  per- 
fon  and  government,  deferves  no  confutation,  unlefs  they 
would  have  had  him  fit  (till,  till  fome  confpiracy  or  other 
had  fucceeded.  Cruelty  was  not  in  his  nature; |J  he  was  not 
for  unneceffary  effufion  of  blood.  Lord  Clarendon  allures 
us,  that  when  a  general  maflacre  of  the  royalifts  was  pro- 
pofed  ’by  the  officers  in  council,  he  warmly  oppofed  and 
prevented  it. 

Dr.  Welwood  compares  the  protestor  to  an  unufual  me¬ 
teor,  which  with  its  lurprifmg  influences  over-awed  not  only- 
three  kingdoms,  but  the  moft  powerful  princes  and  flares 
about  us.  A  great  man  he  was,  (fays  he)  and  poflerity 
might  have  paid  a  juft  homage  to  his  memory,  if  he  had 

[|  Such  was  the  fenfibility  of  his  fpirit,  that  if  an  account  were  criven  him 
of  a  diftrefted  cafe,  the  narration  would  draw  tears  from  his  eyes.  f  leaks 
ftrongly  in  favour  of  his  temper  and  his  domeftick  deportment,  that"  the 
daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Ruffe},  married  to  his  fecond  fon  Henry,  who  be¬ 
fore  her  marriage  had  entertained  an  ill  opinion  of  his  father  Oliver  unon 
her  coming  into  the  family  felt  all  her  prejudice  removed  and  changed  into 
a  molt  affe&ionate  efteem  for  her  father-in-law,  as  the  moft  amiable  of  pa¬ 
rents.  Gibbon? s  Funeral  Sermon  for  William  Cromwell,  efc^  p.  46.  Ed. 
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not  embrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  prince,  and  tram¬ 
pled  upon  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  great  man  has  been  tranfmitted  down  to  pos¬ 
terity  with  fome  difadvantage,  by. the  federal  rations  of  roy - 
alijls,  prejbytcrians ,  and  republicans,  becaufe  each  were  dis¬ 
appointed,  and  enraged  >to  fee- the  fupreme  power  wrefted 
from  them;  but  his  management  is  a  convincing  proof  of 
his  great  abilities:  He  was  at  the  helm  in  the  moft  ftormy 
and  tempeftucus  feafon  that  England  ever  few;  but  by  his 
confummate  wifdom  and  valour,  he  difconcerted  the  meafures 
and  dcfigns  of  his  enemies,  and  prcferved  both  himfelf  and 
the  commonwealth  from  fhipwreck.  1  fhall  only  obferve 
further,  with  Rapin ,  that  the  cbtffufions  which  prevailed  in 
England  after  the  death  of  Cromwell ,  clearly  evidence  the 
neceffuy  of  this  ufurpation,  atJeaft  till  the  contention  could 
be  rellored.  After  his  death  his  great  achievements  were 
celebrated  in  verfc,  by  the  greateft  wits  of  the  age,  as  Dr. 
Sprat ,  afterwards  biftiop  of  Rochefter,  Waller ,  Dry  den,  and 
others,  who  in  their  panegyricks  out-did  every  thing,  which 
till  that  time  had  been  written  in  the  Englifh  language. 

Four  divines  of  the  affembly  died  this  year:  Dr.  John 
Harris ,  fon  of  Richard  Harris  of  Buckinghamshire',  born  in 
the  parfonage-houfe  of  Hardwick  in  the  fame  county,  edu¬ 
cated  in  Wickham  fchool  near  Winchefter,  and  in  the  year 
1606  admitted  perpetual  fellow  of  New-colfege.  El e  was 
fo  admirable  a  Grecian,  and  eloquent  a  preacher,  that  Sir 
Henry  Saville  called  him  a  fecond  St.  Chryjoftom .  In  1619 
he  was  chofen  Greek  profeffor  of  the  uxiiverfity.  He  was 
afterwards  prebendary  of  Winchefter,  reftor  of  Meonftoke 
in  Hampfhire,  and  in  the  year  1630,  warden  of  Wickham- 
college  near  Winchefter;  in  all  which  places  he  behaved 
with  great  reputation.  In  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars  he 
took  part  with  the  parliament,  was  chofen  one  of  the  affem¬ 
bly  of  divines,  took  the  covenant,  and  other  oaths,  and 
kept  his  wardenfhip  till  his  death;  he  published  feveral 
learned  works,  and  died  at  Winchefter,  Auguft  n,  1658, 
aged  feventy  years. 

Mr.  Sydrach  Sympfon ,  a  meek  and  quiet  divine,  of  the  in¬ 
dependant  perfuafion,  was  educated  in  Cambridge,  but  forced 
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to  fly  his  country  for  non-conformity,  in  the  times  of  art-h- 
bifhop*  Laud .  He  was  one  of  the  diflenting  brethren  in  the 


aflembly,  and  behaved  with  great  temper  and  moderation. 
Biihop  Kcnnet  fays,  he  was  filenced  for  home  time  from 
preaching,  becaufe  he  differed  in  judgment  from  the  aflem- 
bly  in  points  of  church  difcipline,  but  was  reflored  to  his 
liberty  Oftober  28,  1646.  He  afterwards  gathered  a  cdn- 

•  t  i  v*  1  *  j  n  1  .  -r 


gregation  in  London,  after  the' manner  of  the  hide  pendants , 


which  met  in  Ab-church  near  Canon-flreet.  Upon  the  ro 
Agnation  of  Mr.  Vines  in- the  year  1650',  for  refilling  the  en¬ 
gagement^  he  was  by  the  vifitors  made  mailer  of  Pembroke- 
hall,  Cambridge.  He 'was  a  divine  of  confiderabie  learning, 
and  of  great  piety  and  devotion.  In  his  laft  ficknefs  he  was 
under  lome  darknefs,  and  melancholy  apprehenfions ;  upon 
which  account  fome  of  his  friends  and  brethren  aflembled  in 
his  own  houfe  to  aflill  him  with  their  prayers;  and  in  the 
evening,  when  they  took  their  leave,  he  thanked  them,  and 
faid,  he  was  now  fatisfied  in  his  foul;  and  lifting  up  his  hands 
towards  heaven  faid,  Lie  is  come ,  be  his  come .  And  that 
night  died.  "  •  - 

Dr.  Robert  Harris  was  born  at  Broad-Campden  in  dou¬ 
ce  Aerfhi  re,  1578,  and  educated  in  Magdalen-coliege,  Oxom 
He  preached  for  fome  time  about  Oxford,  and  fettled  aftcr^ 
wards  at  Hanwell,  in  the  place  of  famous  Mr.  Dodd ,  then 
lufpended  for  non-conformity;  here  he  continued  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars,-  when  by  the  king’s  foldiers 
he  was  driven  to  London.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the 
aflembly  of  divines,  and  minifler  of  St.  Botolph,  Bifhopf- 
gate.  In  the  year  1646,  he  was  one  of  the  fix  preachers 
to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  next  year  one  of  their  vi¬ 
fitors,  when  he  was  created  D.  D.  and  made  prefident  of 
1  rinity-college,  and  reftor  of  Garlington  near  Oxford,  which 
is  always  annexed  to  it.  Here  he  continued  till  his  death, 
governing  his  college  with  a  paternal  afle&ion,  being  reve¬ 
renced  by  the  fludents  as  a  father.  The  infeription  over  his 
grave  gives  him  a  great  character;  but  the  royalifts  charge 
him,  and  I  believe  juflly,  with  being  a  notorious  pluraliiL* 


*  Agamjl  this  charge,  if  the  truth  of  it  fhould  be  admitted,  ouvht  to  be 
let  his  charity ;  which,  we  are  told,  exceeded  the  ordinary  proportion  of 
ms  revenues.  Ed.  r  r 
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He  died  December  11,  1658,  in  the  eightieth  year  of 
his  age.§ 

Mr.  William  Carter  was  educated  in  Cambridge,  and  after¬ 
wards  a  very  popular  preacher  in  London.  He  was  a  good 
fcholar,  of  great  ferioufnefs,  and  though  a  young  man*  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  afTembly  of  divines.  After  fome  time  he 
joined  the  independants ,  and  became  one  of  the  diffenting 
brethren  in  the  afTembly.  He  had  offers  of  many  livings 
but  refufed  them,  being  diffatisfied  with  theparochial  difci- 
pline  of  thofe  times ;  neverthelefs,  he  was  indefatigable  in 
his  miniftry,  preaching  twice  every  Lord’s-day  to  two  large 
congregations  in  the  city,  befides  lectures  on  the  week  days : 
This  wafted  his  ftrength,  and  put  an  end  to  his  life  about 
Midfummer  1658,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age.  His 
family  were  afterwards  great  fufferers  by  the  purchafe  of 
bifhops  lands. 


§  Clarke’s  Lives  in  his  Martyrology,  p.  314 — 339. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

The  Inter-Regnum  from  the  Death  of  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well  to  the  Rejioration  of  King  Charles  II.  and 
the  Re -EJl abli foment  of  the  Church  of  England. 

—1659.— 

UPON  the  death  of  the  protector ,  all  the  difcontentcd 
fpirits  who  had  been  fubdued  by  his  adminiftration 
relumed  their  courage,  and  within  the  compafs  of  one  year, 
revived  the  confufions  of  the  preceding  ten.  Richard 
Cromwell,  being  proclaimed  protector  upon  his  father’s 
deceafe,  received  numberlefs  addreffes  front  all  parts, *  con¬ 
gratulating  his  accelhon  to  the  dignity  of  protestor,  with 
affurances  of  lives  and  fortunes  cliearfully  devoted  to  fup- 
port  his  title.  He  was  a  young  gentleman  of  a  calm  and 
peaceable  temper,  but  had  by  no  means  the  capacity  or  re- 
folution  of  his  father,  and  was  therefore  unfit  to  be  at  the 
helm  in  fuch  boifterous  times.  He  was  highly  carefled  by 
the  prefbyterians,  though  he  fet  out  upon  the  principles  of 
general  toleration,  as  appears  by  his  declaration  of  Nov;  25, 
entitled,  A  proclamation  for  the  better  encouraging  godly  mi- 
nifters  and  others  ;  and  for  their  enjoying  their  dues  and  li¬ 
berties  according  to  law,  without  being  molefted  with  in¬ 
dictments  for  not  ufing  the  common-prayer  book. 

The  young  proteftor  fummoned  a  parliament  to  meet  on 
the  27th  of  Jan.  1658-9.  The  elections  were  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  method  praCtifed  by  his  father,  but  according 
to  the  old  conftitution,  becaufe  it  was  apprehended  that 
the  fmaller  boroughs  might  be  more  eafily  influenced  than 

*  Of  thefe  addreffes,  Dr.  Grey  fays,  (t  nothing  ever  exceeded  them  in 
4<  point  of  fiattery,  except  thofe  canting  addreffes  of  the  diffenters  to  king1 
<c  James  upon  his  indulgence:”  and  he  gives  feveral  at  length,  as  fpecimens 
of  the  drain  of  adulation  in  which  they  were  drawn  up,  from  different 
corporations:  from  which  the  reader  will  fee  that  mayors,  recorders,  and 
aldermen  of  that  day  could  rival  the  independant  minijiers ,  whom  the  dcdlor 
reproaches  as  <e  mod  foully  guilty,”  in  their  efFufionsof  flattery.  In  truth, 
all  were  paying  their  devoirs  to  the  ridng  fun.  Ed. 
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t  itles  and  counties}  but  it  was  ill  judged  to  break  in  upon 
the  inftrument  of  government,  by  which  he  held  his  protec- 
toillup.  T.  he  pailiament  met  according  to  appointment, 
but  did  little  bufinefs,  the  lower  houfe  not  being  willing  to’ 
own  the  upper.  .  The  army  was  divided  into  two  grand°fac- 
tions}  the  Wallingford-houfe  party,  which  was  for  a  com- 
monwealth,  and  the  preibyterian,  which  with  tne  majority, 
of  the  parliament,  was  for  the  proteftor.  The  Wallingford- 
houfe  pnity,  or  which  Fleetwood  and  F)eJhorough  were  the 
head,  invited  Dr.  Owen  and  Dr.  Mantoti  to  their  confulta- 
tions.  Dr.  Owen  wont  to  prayer  before  they  entered  on 
bufinefs,  but  Dr.  Manton ,  being  late  before  he  came,  heard 
a  loud  voice  from  within,  faying.  He  mujl  down,  and  he  Jhall 
down.  M anion  knew  the  voice  to  be  Dr.  Owen’s,  and  un- 
derftood  him  to  mean  the  depofing  of  Richard,  and  there¬ 
fore  would  not  go  in.  But  the  writer  of  Dr.  Owen's  life 
uiferedns  this  floiy}  though,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  very  pro¬ 
bable,  for  the  doctor  inclined  to  a  republican  government 
lie  fided  with  the  army,  and  drew  up  their  addrefs  againft 
Oliver’s  being  king:  upon  which  he  declined  in  the  protec¬ 
tor’s  favour,  and  as  foon  as  Richard  became  chancellor  of 
Oxford,  he  turned  him  out  of  the  vice-chancellorlhip.  The 
cabinet  council  at  Wallingford-Houfe  having  gained  over 
feveral  to  their  party,  prevailed  with  Richard  to  confent  to 
their  erecting  a  general  council  of  officers,  though  he  could 
not  but  know  they  defigned  his  ruin,  being  all  republicans } 
and  therefore,  inftead  of  fupporting  the  proteftor,  they  pre- 
fented  a  remonflrance,  complaining  of  the  advancement  of 
c!i  fa  fleeted  perfons,  and  that  the  good  old  caufe  was  ridiculed. 
Richard ,  fenfible  of  his  fatal  miftake,  by  the  advice  of  lord 
Broghil,  diffolved  the  council,  and  then  the  parliament  voted 
they  fhould  meet  no  more;  but  the  officers  bid  him  defiance, 
and  like  a  company  of  fovereign  dilators  armed  with  power, 
fent  the  proteftor  a  peremptory  meffage  to  diffolve  the  par¬ 
liament,  telling  him  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  keep 
both  the  parliament  and  army  at  his  devotion,  but  that  he 
might  choofe  which  he  would  prefer}  if  he  diffolved  the 
parliament  he  might  depend  upon  the  army,  but  if  he  refufed, 
they  would  quickly  pull  him  out  of  Whitehall.  Upon  this 
the  timorous  gentleman  being  at  a  plunge,  and  deftitute  of 
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his  father’s  courage,  fubmitted  to  part  with  the  only  men 
who  could  fupport  him. 

After  the  diffolution  of  the  parliament,  Richard  became  a 
cypher  in  the  government;  lord  Broghil ,  afterwards  earl  of 
Orrery ,  adviffid  .him  to  the  laft  to  fupport  the  parliament  and 
declare  agamft  the  council  of  officers;  and  .if  he  had  allowed 
the  captain  of  his  guard  at  the  fame  time  to  have  fecured 
Fleetwood  and  Dejhorough ,  as  he.  undertook  to  do,  with  the 
hazard  of  his  life,  he  might  have  been  eftabli.fh.ed;  but  the 
poor-fpirited  proteftor  told  him,  that  he  was  cf raid  of  blood; 
upon  which  the  captain,  lord  Howard ,  made  his  peace  with 
the  king.  The  officers  at  Wallingford-houfe,  having  carried 
their  point,  publifheda  declaration  about  twelve  days  after, 
without  fo  much  as  afking  the  proteftor’s  leave,  inviting  the 
remains  of  the  long-parliament  to  refume  the  government, 
who  immediately  declared  their  resolutions  for  a  common¬ 
wealth  without  a  fingle  perfon,  or  houfe  of  peers.  Thus 
was  the  grandeur  of  Cromwell' s  family  deftroyed  by  the 
pride  and  refentment  of  fome  of  its  own  branches :  Fleetwood 
had  married  the  widow  of  Ireton.  one  of  Oliver’s  daughters, 

<  '  *  *  '  l  '  <  i  O  7 

and  being  difappointed  of  the  prote&orfliip  by  his  laft  will, 
was^determined.  that  no  fmgle  perfon  fhould  be  his  fuperior. 
Defboroagh ,  who  had  married  Oliver’s  filter,  joined  in  the 
*  fatal  confpiracy.  Lambert r  whom  Oliver  had  difmifled  the 
ajrmy,  was -called  from  his  retirement  to  take  his  .place  among 
the  council  of  officers.  Thefe,  with  Sir  IJ.  Vane ,  and  one 
or  two  more  behind  the  curtain,  fubverted  the  government, 
and  were  the  fprings  of  all  the  confufions  of  this  year 

*  j  ii  c  ^irr  T7  /~a  jt  i 
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evident  by  the  letters  of  Mr.  Henry  Cromwell ,  lord-lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  now  before  me,  who  law  farther  into  their  in¬ 
trigues  at  that  diftance,  than,  the  protector  who  was  upon 
the  fpot.  I  ihall  take  the  liberty  to  tranferibe  fome  paffages 
out  of  them  to  my  prefent  purpofe. 

Upon  the  furprilmg  news  of  Oliver’s  death  he  writes  to 

his  brother,  Sept.  18,  1658, - “  I  am  fo  altonilhed  at  the 

“  news  of  my  dear  father’s  ficknefs  and  death,  that  I  kno’# 
4C  not  what  to  fay  or  write  on  fo  fad  and  grievous  an  o'*ca- 
“  hon;  but  the  happy  news  of  leaving  your  highnds  his 
“  fuccelfor  gives  fome  relief,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
"  publick,  but  of  our  poor  family,  which  the  goodnefs  of 

p  2  “  God 
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tc  God  has  preferved  from  the  contempt  of  our  enemies.  I 
“  may  fay  without  vanity*  that  your  highnefs  has  been  pro- 
“  claimed  here  with  as  great  joy,  and  general  fatisfaftion  (I 
“  believe)  as  in  the  beft-affetted  places  of  England;  and  I 
“  make  no  doubt  of  the  dutiful  compliance  of  the  army. 
“  Now,  that  the  God  of  your  late  father  and  mine,  and 
“  your  highnefs’s  predeceffor,  would  fupport  you,  and  pour 
“  down  a  double  portion  of  the  fame  fpirit  that  was  fo  emi- 
“  nently  in  him,  and  would  enable  you  to  walk  in  his  Heps, 

and  do  worthily  for  his  name-fake  and  people,  and  conti- 
“  nually  preferve  you  in  fo  doing,  is  the  prayer  of 
■  '  “  Your’s,  &c. 

“  H.  C” 

in  another  letter  of  the  fame  date,  fent  by  an  exprefs  mef- 
fenger,  he  writes,  that  44  he  had  caufed  a  very  dutiful  addrefs 
44  to  be  fent  to  the  army,  which  had  been  already  figned  by 
44  feveral  of  the  field  officers,  and  when  perfefted,  fhould  be 
44  fent  to  him  as  a  witnefs  againft  any  Angle  officer  that  ftiould 
44  hereafter  warp  from  his  obedience;  fo  that  I  may  and  do 
44  allure  your  highnefs  of  the  aftive  fubjeftion  of  this  army  to 
44  your  government,  and  will  anfwer  for  it  with  my  life.—” 

In  his  letter  of  O&ober  20,  1658,  he  fays,  44  If  the  ac- 
44  count  be  true  which  I  have  received  of  the  date  of  affairs 
44  in  England,  I  confefs  it  is  no  more  than  I  looked  for,  only 
44  I  had  fome  hopes  it  might  have  been  prevented  by  keep- 
44  ing  all  officers  at  their  refpeftive  charges ;  but  as  things 
44  now  (land,  I  doubt  the  flood  is  fo  ftrong  you  can  neither 
44  Item  it,  nor  come  to  an  anchor,  but  mull  be  content  to  go 
44  adrift  and  expeft  the  ebb.  1  thought  thofe  whom  my  fa- 
44  ther  had  raifed  from  nothing  would  not  fo  foon  have  for- 
44  got  him,  and  endeavour  to  deftroy  his  family  before  he 
44  is  in  his  grave.  Why  do  I  fay  I  thought,  when  I  know 
44  ambition,  and  affeftion  of  empire,  never  had  any  bounds. 
44  I  cannot  think  thefe  men  will  ever  reft  till  they  are  in  the 
44  faddle;  and  we  have  of  late  years  been  fo  ufed  to  changes, 
44  that  it  will  be  but  a  nine  days’  wonder;  and  yet  I  fear  there 
44  is  no  remedy,  but  what  muft  be  ufed  gradually  and  pede- 
44  tentim .  Sometimes  I  think  of  a  parliament,  but  am  doubt- 
44  ful  whether  fober  men  will  venture  to  embark  themfelves 
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«  when  things  are  in  fo  high  a  diffraction ;  or  if  they  would, 
te  wllcther  the  army  can  be  reftrained  from  forcing  elections. 
«  __I  am  almoft  afraid  to  come  over  to  your  highnefs,  left 
«  J  {hould  be  kept  there,  and  fo  your  highnefs  lofe  this 
army,  which,  for  ought  I  know,  is  the  only  flay  you  have, 
4t  though  I  cannot  but  earneftly  defire  it.  I  alfo  think  it 
“  dangerous  to  write  freely  to  you,  for  I  make  no  queltion 
«  but  all  the  letters  will  be  opened  that  pafs  between  us, 
4t  unlefs  they  come  by  a  trufty  meflenger.  I  pray  God 

«  help  you,  and  blefs  your  councils. 

“I  remain,  your’s,  &c. 

«  H.  C 


In  a  letter  of  the  fame  date  to  his  brother-in-law  Fleetwood , 
he  writes : 


“  Dear  Brother, 

“  I  received  your  account  of  the  petition  of  the  officers; 
tc  but  pray  give  me  leave  to  expoftulate  with  you ;  how  came 
“  thefe  two  or  three  hundred  officers  together?  If  they  came 
«  of  their  own  heads,  their  being  abfent  from  their  charge 
“  without  licence  would  have  flown  in  their  face  when  they 
“  petitioned  for  a  due  obfervance  of  martial  difeipline.  If 
<c  they  were  called  together,  were  they  not  alfo  taught  what 
to  fay  and  do?  If  they  were  called,  was  it  with  his  high* 
“  nefs’s  privity?  If  they  met  without  leave  in  fo  great  a 
“  number,  were  they  told  their  error?  I  ftiall  not  meddle 
“  with  the  matter  of  their  petition ;  but,  dear  br other ,  I  muft 
**  tell  you,  I  hear  that  dirt  was  thrown  upon  his  late'  high- 
“  nefs  at  that  great  meeting:  that  they  were  exhorted  to 
“  Hand  up  for  that  good  old  caufe  which  had  long  lain  afleep. 
“  — I  thought  my  father  had  purfued  it  to  the  laft.  He 
“  died,  praying  for  thofe  that  defired  to  trample  on  his  duft. 
“  Let  us  then  not  render  evil  for  good,  and  make  his  me- 
“  mory  ftink  before  he  is  under  ground.  Let  us  remember 
“  his  laft  legacy,  and  for  his  fake  render  his  fucceflbr  confi- 
“  derable,  and  not  make  him  vile,  a  thing  of  nought,  and  a 
*c  by- word.  Whither  do  thefe  things  tend?  What  a  hurly- 
“  burly  is  there?  One  hundred  independant  minifters  called 
“  together;  a  council,  as  you  call  it,  of  two  or  three  hun- 
“  dred  officers  of  a  judgment.  Remember  what  has  always 

“  befidlcu 
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“  ^fallen  impofmg  fpifits.  Will  not  die  loins  of  an  impo- 
“  ^dependant,  or  anabaptift,  be  as  heavy  as  the  loins  of 


“  an  gmppfing  prelate,  or  prefby  tery  ?  And  is  it  a  dangerous 
opinion,  that  dominion  is  founded  in  grace ,  when  it  is  held 
by  the  chui*ch  of  Rome,  and  a  found  principle  when  it  is 
^  held  by^  tne  fifth  monarchy  men.  Dear  brother ,  let  us 
not  fall  into  the  fins  of  other  men,  left  we  partake  of  their 
“  Plagues-  Let  it  be  fo  carried,  that  all  the  people  of  God, 
“  though  under  different  forms;  yea,  even  thofe  whom  you 
“  count  without ,  may  enjoy  their  birthright  and  civil  liberty; 
6 6  an^  that  no  one  party  may  tread  upon  the  neck  of  ano- 
ther.  It  does  not  become  the  magiftrate  to  defcend  into 
<c  parties;.  but  can  the  things  you  do  tend  to  this  end?  Can 
cc  theie  things  be  done,  and  the  world  not  think  his  high- 
“  nefs  a  knave  or  a  fool,  or  opprefted  with  mutinous  fpirits? 
u  Dear  brother ,  my  fpirit  is  forely  oppreffed  with  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  innocent  people  of 
cc  thefe  nations :  What  have  thefe  fheep  done  that  their  blood 
“  fhould  be  the  price  of  our  luffc  and  ambition?  Let  me  beg 
you  to  remember,  how  his  late  highnefs  loved  you;  how 
“  he  honoured  you  with  the  highefl  truft,  by  leaving  the 
“  fword  in  your  hand,  which  muff  defend  or  deftroy  us. 
<c  And  his  declaring  his  highnefs  his  fucceffor,  fliews,  that 
Ci  he  left  it  there  to  preferve  him  and  his  reputation.  0 
“  brother  !  ufe  it  to  curb  extravagant  fpirits,  and  bufy-bodies, 
<c  but  let  not  the  nations  be  governed  by  it.  Let  us  take 
<c  heed  of  arbitrary  power;  let  us  be  governed  by  the  known 
“  laws  of  the  land;  and  let  all  things  be  kept  in  their  proper 
“  channels;  and  let  the  army  be  fo  governed,  that  the  world 
may  never  hear  of  them  unlefs  there  be  occafion  to  fight. 
“  And  truly,  brother ,  you  muff  pardon  me,  if  I  fay  God  and 
C(  man  may  require  this  duty  at  your  hand,  and  lay  all  mif- 
carriages  of  the  army,  in  point  of  difcipline,  at  your  door. 
“  You  fee  I  deal  freely  and  plainly  with  you,  as  becomes 
“  your  friend,  and  a  good  fubjeft.  And  the  great  God,  in 
u  whofe  prefence  I  fpeak,  knows  that  I  do  it  not  to  reproach 
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In  other  letters  to  lord  Broghil ,  afterwards  earl  of  0;  i  cry , 
with  whom  he  maintained  an  intimate  correfpondence,  44  he 
“  complains  of  his  being  forbid  to  come  over  into  England ; 
cc  and  that  the  claufe  in  his  new  commiffion  was  leu  out, 
^  namelv?  the  power  of  appointing  a  deputy,  or  Junes,  in 
«  order  to  prevent  his  coming  over  to  England,  which  he 
hopes  his  highnefs  will  permit,  there  being  much  more 
«  caufe  to  prefs  it  now  than  ever.”  4C  I  find  (fays  he  m  a 
“  letter  to  the  protestor)  that  my  enemies  have  fentenced 
44  me  to  an  honourable  banifhment;  I  am  not  confcious  o 
44  any  crime  which  might  deferve  it;  but  if  they  can  de- 
44  nounce  judgment  upon  my  innocence  they  will  eafily  be 
44  able  to  make  me  criminal.  They  have  already  begot  a 
44  doubt  among  my  friends,  whether  all  be  right;  but  I  will 
44  rather  fubroit  to  any  fullering  s  with  a  good  name,  than  be 
44  the  ureateft  man  upon  earth  without  it.  In  a  letter  to 
fecretary  Thurloe ,  he  writes,  44  that  fince  he  was  not  allowed 
44  to  leave  Ireland,  he  could  do  no  more  than  lit  ftill  and  look 
44  on.  The  eleftions  for  parliament  are  like  to  be  good  here, 
44  (fays  he)  though  I  could  wifh  the  writs  had  come  fo  timely 
44  that  the  members  might  have  been  there  before  they  had 
44  been  excluded  by  a  vpte,  which,  it  is  faid,  will  oe  tne  mft 
44  thing  brought  upon  the  ftage. — ”  From  thefe,  and  lome 
other  of  his  letters,  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  lieutenant- 
general  Fleetwood  was  at  the  head  of  the  councils  which  de- 
pofed  Richard ,  which  might  be  owing  either  to  his  repub¬ 
lican  principles,  or  to  his  difappointment  of  the  proteffoi- 
fhip.  However,  when  he  found  he  could  not  keep  the  army 
within  bounds,  who  were  for  new  changes,  he  retired  from 
publick  bufmefs,  and  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  life  pri¬ 
vately  among  his  friends  >  at  Stoke-Newington,  where  he 
died  foon  after  the  revolution,  being  more  remarkable  for 
piety  and  devotion  than  for  courage  and  deep  penetration 
in  politicks.f 


f  “  He  thought  that  prayers  fuperfeded  the  ufe  of  “  carnal  weapons,5’ 

'  and  that  “  it  was  fufficient  to  truft  in  the  hand  of  Providence  without  ex- 
“  erting  the  arm  of  flefh.”  <c  He  would  fall  on  his  knees  and  pray  when  he 
«  heard  of  a  mutiny  among  the  foldiers;  and  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
“  roufed  to  action  on  feveral  emergencies,”  Granger’s  Hilt,  of  England, 
voh  iii.  8vo.  p.  17.  Ed, 

'  ’  To 
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-To  return:— After  the  rump  parliament  had  fat  about  a 
week,  the  officers  petitioned  “  i.  That  the  laws  might  have 
t  eii  free  courfe.  2.  That  all  publick  debts  unfatisfied 
be  paid.  3.  T.hat  all  who  profels  faith  in  the  holy 
“  trinity,  and  acknowledge  the  holy  fcriptures  to  be  the  re- 
“  vealed  will  of  God,  may  have  protection  and  encourage- 
“  ment  in  the  profeffion  of  their  religion,  while  they  give'no 
“  difturbance  to  the  ftate,  except  papifts,  prelatifls,  and  per- 
cc  fons  who  teach  licentious  doCtrines.  4,  That  the  two 
universities,  and  all  fchools  of  learning,  may  be  counte¬ 
nanced.’  5.  That  thofe  who  took  part  with  the  king  in 
th*.  late  wais,  or  are  notorioufly  difaffected  to  the  parlia- 
66  men^s  caufe?  may  be  removed  from  all  places  of  truft. 

6.  I  uat  the  protector’s  debts  be  paid,  and  an  allowance 
<c  of  ten  thoufand.  pounds  per  ann.  be  allowed  to  Richard 
cc  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  7.  That  there  may  be  a  reprefen- 
tativc  of  the  people,  confifting  of  one  houfe,  fucceffively 
chofen  by  the  people;  and  that  the  government  of  the 
nation  may  be  placed  in  fuch  a  reprefen  tat  ive  body,  with  a 
46  feleCt  fenate  co-ordinate  in  power;  and  that  the  admini- 
“  flration  of  all  executive  power  of  government  may  be  in 
tw  a  council  of  hate,  confifting  of  a  convenient  number  of 
44  perfons  eminent  for  godlinefs,  and  who  are  in  principle  for 
“  the  prefent  caufe.” 

'  The  parliament  thanked  the  officers  for  their  petition,  but 
postponed  the  affair  relating  to  Richard ,  till  he  ffiould  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  change  of  government.  The  proteftor,  having 
parted  with  the  parliament  who  were  his  chief  fupport,  had 
not  the  refolution  to  ftrike  a  bold  ftroke  for  three  kingdoms, 
but  tamely  fubmittedto  refign  his  high  dignity ,§  by  a  writing 

under 

§  Richard  Cromwell  has  been  reproached  as  “  extremely  pufillanimous,” 
as  “  a  fool  and  a  fot,”  and  “  a  titmoufe  prince,”  becaufe  he  yielded  to  the 
times,  and  relinquifhed  power  and  royalty.  “  But,  in  the  name  of  common - 
“  fenfe,”  fays  Dr.  Harris,  with  virtuous  animation,  “  what  was  there 
weak  and  foolifh  in  laving  down  a  burthen  too  heavy  for  the  fhoulders  ? 
*s  What  in  preferring  the  peace  and  welfare  of  men,  to  blood  and  confu- 
fion,  the  neceflary  confequences  of  retaining  the  government  ?  Or  what, 

“  in  a  word,  in  refigning  the  power  to  fuch  as,  by  experience,  had  been 
found  fully  equal  to  it,  and  intent  on  promoting  the  common  welfare  ? 

“  Ambition,  glory,  fame,  found  well  in  the  ears  of  the  vulgar ;  and  men, 
n  excited  by  them,  have  feldom  failed  to  figure  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  : 

<f  but 
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under  his  hand,  after  he  had  enjoyed  it  eight  months.  How 
little  the  foul  of  Oliver  furvived  in  his  fon  Richard  may 
be  feen  by  this  conduft!  His  brother  Henry ,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  an  army  in  Ireland,  offered  to  come  immediately  to 
his  afliftance,  but  was  forbid,  and  the  timorous  young  gen- 
tleman  returned  to  a  private  life,  with  more  f^eming  fatis- 
fa&ion  than  he  had  accepted  the  fovereignty.  Upon  his 
quitting  Whitehall,  and  the  other  royal  palaces,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  voted  him  a  maintenance,  but  refufed  to  concern  them- 
felves  with  his  father’s  debts,*  the  payment  wdiereof  fwept 
away  the  greateft  part  of  his  eftate,  which  was  far  from  be¬ 
ing  large,  confidering  the  high  preferments  his  father  had 
enjoyed  for  feveral  years.  This  was  a  further  contempt 
thrown  upon  the  protestor* s  memory;  former  obligations 
were  forgotten,  and  a  new  council  of  ftate  being  chofen, 
the  nation  leaned  to  Aide  peaceably  into  a  commonwealth 
government. 

The  prefbyterians  would  have  been  content  with  Richard's 
government;  but  feeing  no  likelihood  of  reftoring  the  co¬ 
venant,  or  coming  into  power,  by  the  rump  parliament, 

but  the  man  who  Can  diveft  himfelf  of  empire  for  the  fake  of  his  fellow- 
“  men,  mult,  in  the  eye  of  reafon,  be  entitled  to  a  much  higher  renown, 
“  than  the  purpled  hero  who  leads  them  on  to  Haughter,  though  provinces 
t(  or  kingdoms  are  gained  to  him  thereby.”  / 

*  Ambition,  ceafe:  the  idle  conteft  end: 

€  ’Tis  but  a  kingdom  thoti  canft  win  or  lofe. 

*  And  why  mull  murder’d  myriads  lofe  their  all, 

‘  (If  life  be  all)  why  defolation  lour, 

*  With  famifh’d  frown  on  this  affrighted  ball, 

c  That  thou  may’ll:  flame  the  meteor  of  an  hour.’ 

Harris’s  Life  of  Charles  II.  vol.  i.  p.  214.  Ed.  Mason. 

*  The  parliament  militated,  however,  an  enquiry  into  the  debts  of 
Richard  Cromwell,  and  a  fchedule  of  them  was  given,  in;  bv  which  it 
appeared,  that  Richard ,  even  after  having  reduced  his  father’s  debts  from 
28,000k  to  23,550k  owed  29,640k  It  was  refolved  to  acquit  Richard 
Cromwell  from  this  debt,  and  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  it  by  the  flde 
of  the  plate,  hangings,  goods,  and  furniture,  in  Whitehall  and  Hampton- 
Court;  belonging  to  the  ftate,  which  could  be  conveniently  fpared.  It  was 
alfo  refolved  to  fettle  on  him  an  annuity  of  8700I.  fo  as  to  make  to  him 
with  his  own  fortune  a  yearly  income  of  10,000k  But,  through  the  changes 
that  followed,  Richard  Cromwell  derived  no  benefit  from  theft  refolutions. 
Grey’s  Examination,  vol.  iii.  p,  241,  Dr.  Harris’s  Life  of  Charles  II. 
vol,  i.  p«  208,  &c,  Ed. 
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which  was  chiefly- made  up  of  enthufiafts,  and  declared  ene¬ 
mies  to  monarchy,  they  entered  into  -a  kina  of  confederacy 
with  the  royalifts,  to  reitore  the  king  and  the  old  confdttition, 
i  he  particulars  of  this  union  (fays  Rapin')  are  not  known, 
becaufe  the  hiflorians  who  write  of  it,  being  all  royalifts,  have 
not  thought  fit  to  do  fo  much  honour  to  the  p rciby t erian s . 
But  it  is  generally  agreed,  that  from  this  time  the  prefbyte- 
rians  appeared  no  longer  among  the  king’s  enemies,  but 
very  much  promoted  his  reftoration.  Upon  the  foundation 
of  this  union,  an  infurreftion  was  formed  in  feveral  parts  of 
the  country,  which  was  difeovered  by  fir  Richard  Willis,  a 
correfpondent  of  fccretary  Thurlcd s,  fo  that  fir  George  Booth , 
a  prelbyterian,  had  an  opportunity  of  appearing  about  Chef- 
ter,  at  tlic  head  of  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  declaring  for  a 
free  parliament,  without  mentioning  the  king y  but  he  and 
fir  Thomas  Middleton ,  who  joined  him,  were  defeated  by 
Lambert ,  and  made  prifoners.*  The  king  and  duke  of  Tork 


came  to  Calais,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  embark  in  cafe  it  fuc- 
ceeded,  but  upon  the  news  of  its  mifcarrlage  they  retired, 
and  his  majefty,  in.ckfpair,  determined  to  rely  upon  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholick  powers  for  the  future.  Several  of  the  prefby- 
terian  minillers  appeared  in  this  infurreftion,  as  the  reverend 
Mr.  Newcomb  of  Manchefler,  Mr.  Eaton  of  Walton,  and 
Mr.  Finch  chaplain  to  fir  George  Booth ,  all  afterwards  ejefted 
by  the  aft  of  uniformity. 

The  parliament,  to  fecure  the  republican  government,  firil 
appointed  an  oath  of  abjuration,  whereby  they  renounced  al¬ 
legiance  to  Charles  Stuart ,  and  the  whole  race  of  king  "James, 
and  promifed  fidelity  to  the  commonwealth,  without  a  Angle 
perfon  or  the  houfe  of  peers.  They  then  attempted  the  re- 
duftion  of  the  army,  which  had  fet  them  up,  depending  upon 
the  affurances  general  Monk  had  given  them  from  Scotland, 
of  his  army’s  entire  fubmiffion  to  their  orders;  but  the  En¬ 
gl  hh  officers,  inftead  of  fubmitting,  flood  in  their  own  de¬ 
fence,  and  prefented  another  petition  to  the  houfe,  defiring 
their  former  addrefs  from  Wallingford-Houfe  might  not  lie 
Uleep,  but  that  Fleetwood ,  whom  they  had  chofen  for  their 
general,  might  be  confirmed  in  his  high  flation.  The  houfe 


*  The  parliament  fo  much  refented  this  infurreftion,  that  they  disfran- 
ihifed  the  city  of  Ch eider.  Dr.  Grey’s  Examination,  vokiii.  p.  242.  Ed. 
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iemurred  upon  the  petition,  and  feeing  there  was  like  to  be 
i  new  contell  for  dominion,  endeavoured  to  divide  the  of¬ 
ficers,  by  cafhiering  fome,  and  paying  others  their  arrears. 
Upon  this  the  officers  prefented  a  third  petition  to  the  fame 
purpofe;  but  the  parliament,  being  out  of  all  patience,  told 
hem  their  complaints  were  without  juft  grounds,  and  ca- 
liiered  nine  of  the  chiefs,  among  whom  were  liemenant-ge- 
leral  Fleetwood ,  Lambert?  Dejborough ,  Berry ,  lie  fey ,  Gobbet? 
md  others  of  the  firft  rank:  by  means  whereof  things  were 
Drought  to  this  crifis,  that  the  army  muft  fubmit  to  the  par- 
iament,  or  inftantly  diffolve  them.  The  difearded  officers 
refolved  on  the  latter,  for  which  purpofe,  October  13,  Lam¬ 
bert  with  his  forces  fecured  all  the  avenues  to  the  parliament 
houfe,  and  as  the  fpeaker  palled  by  Whitehall  he  rode  up  to 
his  coach,  and  haying  told  him  there  was  nothing  to  be  done 
it  Weftminfter,  commanded  major  Creed  to  condu£l  him 
lack  to  his  houfe.  At  the  fame  time  all  the  members  were 
topped  in  their  paffage,  and  prevented  from  taking  their  feats 
n  parliament;  Fleetwood  having  placed  a  ftrong  guard  at  the 
loor  of  the  parliament-houfe  for  that  purpofe.  Thus  the 
remains  of  the  long  parliament,  after  they  had  fat  five 
months  and  fix  days,  having  no  army  to  fupport  them,  were 
:urned  out  of  their  houfe  a  fecond  time,  by  a  company  of 
headftrong  officers,  who  knew  how  to  pull  down,  but  could 
lot  agree  upon  any  form  of  government  to  fet  up  in  its  place. 

There  being  now  a  perfeft  anarchy,  the  officers,  who  were 
Hallers  of  the  nation,  firft  appointed  a  council  of  ten  of  their 
3\vn  body  to  take  care  of  the  publick,  and  having  reftored 
heir  general  officers,  they  concluded  upon  a  felecl  number 
ff  men  to  albums  the  adminiftration,  under  the  title  of  a  Go?n- 
nitieeoffafety?  which  conliftedof  twenty-three  perfons,  who 
rad  the  fame  authority  and  power  that  the  late  council  of 
late  had,  to  manage  all  publick  affairs,  till  they  could  agree 
ipon  a  new  fettlement.  The  people  of  England  were  highly 
lifgufted  with  thefe  changes,  but  there  was  no  parliament 
lor  king  to  fly  to;  many  of  the  gentry  therefore  from  fe¬ 
deral  parts,  fent  letters  to  general  Monk  in  Scotland,  inviting 
him  to  march  his  army  into  England  to  obtain  a  free  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  promifing  him  all  neceffary  affiftance. 
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The  committee  of fafety ,  being  aware  of  this,  attempted  a 
accommodation  with  Monk  by  Clargcs  his  brother-in-la\* 
bat  without  fuccefs,  for  they  had  not  fat  above  a  fortniofi 
before  they  received  letters  from  Scotland,  full  of  reproache 
lor  their  late  violation  of  faith  to  the  parliament,  and  of  th 
general’s  refolution  to  march  his  army  into  England  to  re 
hore  them.  Upon  this  Lambert  was  fent  immediately  to  th 
bonders,  who,  quartering  his  foldiers  about  Newcaftle,  pu 
a  ft°P  to  Monk' s  march  for  about  a  month.  In  the  meai 
time,  the  general* in  order  to  gain  time,  fent  comraiffioners  t< 
London,  to  come  to  terms  with  the  committee  of  fafety ,  wh< 
were  lo  fupple,  that  a  treaty  was  concluded  November  1 5 
but  when  it  was  brought  to  Monk  he  pretended  his  com 
miffioners  had  exceeded  their  inftru&ions,  and  refufed  to  ra 
tiiy  it.  The  council  of fate ,  therefore,  which  fat  before  th< 
rump  parliament  was  interrupted,  taking  advantage  of  this 
refolved  to  gain  over  Monk  to  their  party,  and  being  alfem 
bled  privately,  fent  him  a  commiffion,  conftituting  him  ge 
neral  of  the  armies  of  England ,  Scotland,  and  Ireland ,  whicl 
was  the  very  thing  he  defired. 

At  this  juncture  died  ferjeant  Bradjhaw ,  who  fat  as  judg( 
and  pronounced  fentence  of  death  on  king  Charles  at  his 
trial:  He  died  with  a  firm  belief  of  the  juftice  of  putting  hi< 
majefty  to  death  in  the  manner  it  was  done,  and  faid  that  if  ii 
were  to  do  again,  he  would  be  the  firft  man  that  fliould  dc 
c>  h :  He  was  buried  in  a  very  pompous  manner  in  Weftminfter. 
Abbey,  being  attended  by  mod  of  the  members  of  the  long 
parliament,  and  other  gentlemen  of  quality,  Nov,  22,  1659, 
but  his  body  was  not  fuffered  to  reft  long  in  its  grave. 

The  general  having  fecured  Scotland,  and  put  garrifons  into 
the  fortified  places,  marched  to  the  borders  with  no  more  than 
five  thoufand  men;  but  while  Lambert  was  encamped  about 
Newcaftle  to  oppofe  his  progrefs,  it  appeared  that  the  nation 
was  lick  of  the  frenzies  of  the  officers,  and  willing  to  prefer 
any  government  to  the  prefent  anarchy;  Portfmouth,  and 
part  of  the  fleet  revolted,  and  declared  for  a  free  parliament, 
as  did  feveral  detachments  of  the  army;  upon  which  Lambert 
retired  towards  London,  and  made  way  for  Monk's  entering 
England.  The  committee  of  fafety,  feeing  all  things  in  con- 
fufion,  and  not  knowing  whom  to  truft,  refigned  their  au¬ 
thority* 
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ority,  and  reftored  the  parliament,  which  met  again  Dec. 

and  would  now  have  been  glad  to  have  had  Monk  back 
;ain  in  Scotland:  for  this  purpofe  they  fent  letters  to  ac- 
laint  him  with  their  reftoration,  and  that  now  he  might 
turn  to  his  government  in  Scotland:  but  the  general,  ha¬ 
ng  entered  England,  Jan.  2,  continued  his  march  towards 
andon,  defigning  a  new  a9  well  as  a  free  parliament:  When 
;  came  to  York,  lord  Fairfax  received  him  into  that  city, 
d  declared  for  a  new  and  free  parliament ;  as  did  the  Lon- 
>n  apprentices,  and  great  numbers  of  all  ranks  and  orders 
men  both  in  city  and  country.  The  rump,  being  fufpi- 
ms  that  Monk  had  fome  further  defign,  either  of  eltabliih- 
g  himfelf  after  the  example  of  Cromwell,  or  of  reftoring 
e  king,  obliged  him  to  take  the  oath  of  abjuration  of 
harles  Stuart,  already  mentioned,  and  to  fwear,  that  by  the 
ace  and  afhftance  of  Almighty  God,  he  would  be  true, 
tthful,  and  conftantto  the  parliament  and  commonwealth; 
d  that  he  would  oppofe  the  bringing  in,  or  letting  up  any 
igle  perfon  or  houfe  of  lords  in  this  commonwealth.  They 
fo  fent  Mr.  Scot  and  Robinfon  to  be  lpies  upon  his  conduff, 
bo  came  to  him  at  Leicefter,  where  he  received  addreffes 
am  divers  parts,  to  reftore  the  fecluded  prefbyterian  mem- 
:rs  of  1648,  which  was  the  firft  hep  towards  the  king's 
duration.  Thus  a  few  giddy  politicians  at  the  head  of  an 
my,  through  ambition,  envy,  lull  of  power,  or  becaufe 
ey  knew  not  what  to  carve  out  for  themfelves,  threw  the 
lole  kingdom  back  into  confufion,  and  made  way  for  that 
Iteration  they  were  mod:  afraid  of,  and  which,  without  their 
?n  quarrels,  and  infulting  every  form  of  government  that 
d  been  fet  up,  could  not  have  been  accompliflied. 

When  the  general  came  to  St.  Albans,  he  fent  a  mefTage 
defire  the  parliament  to  remove  the  regiments  quartered 
the  city  to  fome  didance,  which  they  weakly  complied 
th,  and  made  way  for  Monk’s  entrance  with  his  forces  in 
fort  of  triumph,  February  3,  1659-60.  Being  condu&ed 
the  parliament-houfe,  the  fpeaker  gave  him  thanks  for 
>  great  and  many  fervices;  and  the  general,  having  retu  rn- 
the  compliment,  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  feveral  ap¬ 
plications  had  been  made  to  him  in  his  march  from  Scot- 
land*  for  a  full  and  free  parliament;  for  the  admiflion  of 
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the  fecluded  members  in  1648,  without  any  previous  oath, 
or  engagement,  and  that  the  prefent  parliament  would  de* 
“  termine  their  fitting.  To  all  which  he  had  replied,  that 
66  they  were  now  a  free  parliament,  and  had  voted  to  fill  up 
“  their  houfe  in  order  to  their  being  a  full  parliament;  but 
“  to  reftore  the  fecluded  members  without  a  previous  oath 
“  to  the  prefent  government,  is  what  had  never  been  done 
<c  in  England ;  but  he  took  the  liberty  to  add,  that  he  was 
cc  of  opinion,  that  the  fewer  oaths  the  better,  provided  they, 
“  took  care  that  neither  the  cavaliers  nor  fanaticks  fhould 
“  have  any  Ihare  in  the  adminiilration.” 

The  citizens  of  London  being  prefbyterians  fell  in  with 
Monk,  in  hopes  of  a  better  eflablilhment,  and  came  to  a 
bold  refolution  in  couimon-councii  Feb.  17,  to  pay  no  more 
taxes  till  the  parliament  was  filled  up.  Upon  this  the  houfe, 
to  fiew  their  refentments,  ordered  the  general  to  march  into 
the  city;  to  feize  eleven  of  the  mofc  active  common-council- 
men,  and  to  pull  down  their  gates,  chains,  and  portcullifes.- 
This  .'was  bidding  them  defiance,  at  a  time  when  they  ought 
to  have  courted  their  friendlhip.  Mmk ,  having  arrefled  the 
common-councilmen,  prayed  the  parliament  to  fufpend  the 
execution  of  the  remaining  part,  but  they  infilling  upon  his 
compliance,  he  obeyed.  The  citizens  were  enraged  at  this 
aft  of  violence;  and  Monk’s  friends  told  him,  that  his  em¬ 
broiling  himfelf  with  the  city  in  this  manner  would  inevitably 
be  his  ruin,  for  without  their  affiftance  he  could  neither  fup- 
port  himfelf,  nor  obtain  another  parliament;  people  being 
now  generally  of  opinion  with  0.  Cromwell ,  that  the  rump 
'parliament  was  defigned  to  be  perpetual ,  and  their  government 
as  arbitrary  as  the  mofc  defpGtick  king .  Monk  therefore,  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  miflake,  relolved  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  the 
magiflracy  of  the  city,  in  order  to  which,  he  fent  his  bro¬ 
ther  Clarges  to  allure  them  of  his  concern  for  what  he  had 
done;  and  having  fummoned  a  council  of  officers  in  the 
night,  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  parliament,  infilling  upon  their 
iffuing  out  writs  to  fill  up  their  houfe,  and  when  filled,  to 
rife  at  an  appointed  time,  and  give  way  to  a  full  and  free 
parliament.  Upon  reading  this  letter  the  houfe  voted  him 
thanks,  and  fent  to  acquaint  him,  that  they  were  taking 

meafures  to  fatisfy  his  requell;  but  the  general ,  not  willing 
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to  trull  himfelf  in  their  hands,  broke  up  from  Whitehall 
and  having  been  invited  by  the  lord-mayor  of  London,  ;  d 
the  chief  prdbyterian  minifters,  marched  his  whole  army 
into  the  city;  and  a  common-council  being  called,  he  excuftd 
his  late  cohduft,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  letter  he  had 
lent  to  the  Jiouie,  alluring  them,  that  he  would  now  band 
by  them  to  the  mmole  of  his  power.  This  appealed  the  an¬ 
gry  citizens,  and  caufed  them  to  treat  him  as  their  friend, 
notwitbilanding  what  had  happened  the  day  before.  When 
the  news  of  this  reconciliation  was  fpread  through  the  town, 
the  parliament  were  [truck  with  fnrprize;  but  there  was  a 
perfect  triumph  among  the  people,  the  bells  rung,  bonfires 
were  made,  and  numbers  of  rumps  thrown  into  them,  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  the parliament;  -  -  '  1 

Ine  general,  being  now  fupported  by  the  citizens,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  reftore  the  fecluded  members  of  1648,  who  were 
of  the  prefbyterian  party  ;§  for  this  purpofe  he  appointed  a 
conference  between  them  and  fome  of  the  fitting  members, 
which  mifearried,  becauli  the  fitting  members  could  not  un! 
dertake  that  tlie  parliament  would  Hand  to  their  agreement. 
Upon  which  Alonk  refolved  to  reftore  them  immediately  by 
force,  left  the  parliament  and  their  army  lliould  come  to  an 
accommodation,  and.  diilodge  him  from  the  city.  Accord¬ 
ingly  he  fummoned  the  fecluded  members  to  'Whitehall,  Feb. 
21,  and  having  acquainted  them  with  his  defign,  exhorted 
them  to  take  care  of  the  true  inrerelt  of  the  nation,  and  told 
them,  “  that  the  citizens  ot  London  were  for  a  common¬ 
wealth,  the  old  foundations  of  monarchy  being  fo  broken 
that  it  couid  not  be  reflored  but  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
peopm,  who  had  engaged  for  the  parliament;  for  if  the 
-mg  -lould  return  (lays  he)  he  will  govern  by  arbitrary 
will  and  power.  Befides,  if  the  government  of  the  flate 
“  J)e  monarchical,  the  church  mull  follow,  and  prelacy  be 
,rou3‘lt  in?  which  I  know  the  nation  cannot  bear,  and 
::  ™  fworn  againft;.and  therefore  a  moderate,  not  a  rimd 
'  Prei«7ierian  government,  with  liberty  of  confcience,  will 
be  the  mob  acceptable  way  to  the  church’s  fettlement.” 
fie  then  obliged  them  to  fubferibe  the  following  articles : 

J  iT'GZ\8iVen  a  M  °f  th°fe  feduded  membs«-  Examination, 

'  Ms  111.  p,  25O,  JLD.  , 

*  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  63,  64.  «  1.  To 
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“  i.  To  fettle  the  armies  fo  as  to  preferve  the  peace,  i. 
“  To  provide  for  their  fupport,  and  pay  their  arrears.  3.. 
“  To  conftitute  a  council  of  ftate  for  Scotland  and  Ireland. 
“  And  4.  To  call  a  new  parliament  and  diffolve-the  prefent.” 
And  fo  difmiffed  them  with  a  ftrong  party  of  guards  to  fee 
them  take  their  places  in  the  houfe.  This  fpeech  was  very 
different  from  what  is  pretended  the  general  had  in  view, 
and  feems  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  fome  of  the  moderate 
preibyterians,  with  whom  he  kept  a  clofe  correfpondence. 
And  though  he  did  not  turn  the  members  out  of  the  houfe 
as  Cromwell  did,  yet  his  difcharging  the  parliament  guards, 
and  placing  a  ftrong  body  of  his  own  horfe  at  the  door, 
without  leave  of  the  parliament,  gave  them  fufficiently  to 
underhand,  what  would  be  the  confequence  of  their  making 
oppofition. 

The  houfe  thus  enlarged  became  entirely  prefbyterian. 
They  ratified  the  vote  of  December  1648,  viz.  That  the 
king’s  conceflions  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight  were  a  fufficient 
o-round  for  peace. — They  annulled  the  engagement  of  1649. 
—They  put  the  militia  into  new  hands,  -with  this  limitation, 
that  none  Jhould  be  employed  in  that  truft  but  who  would  Jirft 
declare  under  their  hands ,  that  they  believed  the  war  raifed 
by  both  houfes  of  parliament  againjl  the  king  was  juft  and  law¬ 
ful,  till  fuch  time  as  force  and  violence  was  ufed  upon  the  par¬ 
liament  in  1648. — They  repealed  the  oath  of  abjuration  of 
Charles  Stuart. — They  appointed  a  new  council  of  hate,  and 
declared  for  a  free  commonwealth — for  a  learned  and  pious 


miniitry — for  the  continuance  of  tithes,  and  for  the  augmen¬ 
tation  of  fmaller  livings  by  the  tenths  and  firft-fruits. — They 
refolved  to  encourage  the  two  univerfities,  and  all  other 
fchools  of  learning. — And  (to  content  the  independents )  they 
voted,  that  provifion  fhould  be  made  for  a  due  liberty  ot 
confidence  in  matters  of  religion,  according  to  the  word 

°f  God. 

Thus  all  things  feemed  to  return  to  the  condition  they 
were  in  at  the  treaty  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  The  prefbyte- 
rians  being  now  again, in  the  faddle,  a  day  of  thankfgiving 
was  kept;° after  which  the  city  minifters  petitioned  for  the 
redrefs  of  fundry  grievances;  as,  iv“  That  a  more  effeftual 
«  courfe  be  taken  again!!  papifts.  2.  That  the  quakers  be 

“  prohibited 
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<c  prohibited  opening  their  {hops  on  the  fabbath-dav.  3. 
“  That  the  publick  mirJfters  may  not  be  diftmbed  in  their 
“  publick  fervices.”  They  requeued  the  houfe  to  eit  Tiifli 
the  affembly’s  confeflion  of  faith,  direfiory*  and  cttecL  fins ; 
to  appoint  perfons  for  approbation  of  minifters,  till  tile  next 
parliament  fliould  take  further  order;  and  to  call  another 
affembly  of  divines,  to  be  chofen  by  the  min  liters  of  the  fe- 
veral  counties,  to  heal  the  divilions  of  the  nation.* 

•In  anfwer  to  thefe  requefts,  the  houfe  agreed  to  a  bill, 
March  2,  for  approbation  of  publick  minifters,  according  to 
the  directory,  and  named  Mr.  Mention,  and  feveral  others  of 
the  perfbyterian  perluafion,  for  that  fervice;  which  paffed 
into  an  aft  March  14.  They  declared  for  the  affembly’s 
confeffion  of  faith,  except  thdr  30th  and  31ft  chapters  of 
difeipline,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an  aft, 
declaring  it  to  be  the  publick  confeffton  of  faith  of  the  church 
of  England .  The  aft  paffed  the  houfe  March  5,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  printed;  Dr.  Reynolds ,  Mr.  Marti  on,  and  Mr, 
Calamy ,  to  have  the  care  of  the  prefs.  On  the  fame  day  they 
ordered  the  folemn  league  and  covenant  to  be  re-printed,  and 
fet  up  in  every  church  in  England,  and  read  publicity  by 
the  minifter  once  every  year. 

Thus  prefbytery  was  reftored  to  all  the  power  it  had  ever 
enjoyed;  and  the  minifters  of  that  perfuafion  were  in  full 
poffeftion  of  all  the  livings  in  England.  A  reform  was  made 
in  the  militia;  and  the  chief  places  of  profit,  truft,  and  ho¬ 
nour,  were  put  into  their  hands.  The  aimy  was  in  difgraee; 
the  independants  deprived  of  all  their  influence,  and  all  things 
managed  by  the  prefbyterians,  fupported  by  Monk' s  forces. 
After  this  the  long  parliament  paffed  an  aft  for  their  own 
diffolution,  and  for  calling  a  new  parliament  to  meet  April 
,  25,  1660,  the  candidates  for  which  were  to  declare  under 
their  hands,  that  the  war  again]}  the  late  king  was  juft  and 
lawful ;f  and  all  who  had  afjtjied  in  any  war  againji  the  par* 

*  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  52,  75. 

f  This  was  the  rsquifition  put  to  fuch  as  fought  a  commilTiori.  in  the  army, 

'  rather  than  to  candidates  for  a  feat  in  parliament:  though  Rennet,  in  his 
margin,  applies  it  to  the  eligibility  of  members.  lie  (ays  noth  in  2  of  the 
candidates  being  obliged  to  ifign  the  declaration.  So  that  Mr.  Real  is  not 
tquite  accurate  in  his  Eatement  of  this  matter.  Ed. 
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liament  fince  January  i,  1641,  they  and  their  fons,  were 
made  incapable  of  being  eleded ,  unlefs  they  had  fince  manifefed 
their  good  q fed  ion  to  the  parliament  They  then  appointed 
a  new  council  of  fate ,  confiding  of  thirty-one  perfons,  to  take 
care  of  the  government;  and  diffolved  themfelves  March  16, 
after  they  had  fat,  with  ftindry  mtermiliions,  nineteen  years, 
four  months,  and  thirteen  days* 

We  are  now  come  to  the  dawn  of  the  reftoration,  of 
which  general  Monk  has  had  the  reputation  of  being  the 
chief  inftrument.  This  gentleman  was  fon  of  fir  Thomas 
Monk ,  of  Potheridge  in  Devonihire,  and  ferved  the  king  in 
the  wars  for  fome  years,  but  being  taken  prifoner  he  changed 
Tides,  and  afted  for  the  parliament.  He  afterwards  ferved 
O.  Cromwell ,  and  was  by  him  left  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  in  Scotland,  from  whence  he  now  marched  into  Eng¬ 
land  to  reftore  the  parliament.  Lord  Clarendon  and  Eachard 
fay,  44  he  was  of  a  referved  nature,  of  deep  thoughts,  and 
“  of  few  words;  and  what  he  wanted  in  fine  elocution  he 
te  had  in  found  judgment.  That  he  had  a  natural  fecrecy  in 
44  him,  prevalent  upon  all  his  qualifications  of  a  foldier;  a 
44  ftrong  body,  a  mind  not  eafiiy  difordered,  an  invincible 
4 4  courage,  and  a  fedate  and  uniform  contempt  of  death, 
44  without  any  frenzy  of  fanaticifm  or  fuperfiition  to  turn 
44  his  head.”  This  is  the  language  of  flattery.  Others 
have  fet  him  forth  in  a  very  different  light;  they  admit,  that 
he  was  bold  and  enterprizing,  but  had  nothing  of  the  gen¬ 
tleman,  nor  had  any  depth  of  contrivance;  that  he  was  per¬ 
petually  wavering,  and  betrayed  all  whom  he  ferved  but- 
Cromwell .  Ludlow  fays,  he  was  a  man  of  a  covetous  tem¬ 
per,  and  of  no  principles;"  of  a  vicious  life  and  fcandalous 
converfation.  Father  Orleans  fays,  that  he  was  a  man  of 
How  underflanding.  And  Whitlocke  reports,  that  the  French 
ambaffador  faid,  he  had  neither  fenfe  nor  breeding.  The 
truth  is,  he  had  a  cloudy  head,  and  in  no  aftion  of  his  life 
difeovered  a  quick  or  fine  genius.  In  the  latter  part  of  life 
he  was  fordidly  covetous,  and  funk  into  mod  of  the  vices  cf 
the  times.  No  man  ever  went  beyond  him  in  diffimulation 
and  fahehood,  as  appears  in  this  very  affair  of  the  king’s 
reftoration.  He  took  the  abjuration  oath  once  under  Oliver $ 
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and  again  this  very  year,  whereby  he  renounced  the  title  of 
Charles  Stuart ,  and  fwore  to  be  true  to  the  commonwealth , 
without  a  Jingle  p erf  on  or  houfe  ff  lords .§  And  yet  in  his  firft 
meffage  to  the  king  by  fir  John  Grenville ,  he  allures  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  his  heart  had  been  ever  faithful  to  him ,  though  he 
had  not  been  in  a  condition  to  ferve  him  till  now*  When  he 
came  with  his  army  to  London,  he  allured  the  rump  parlia¬ 
ment  of  his  chearful  obedience  to  all  their  commands,  and 
defired  them  to  be  very  careful  that  the  cavalier  party  might 
have  no  lhare  in  the  civil  or  military  power.  When  he  re- 
ftored  the  fecluded  members,  he  promifed  the  parliament  to 
take  effectual  care  that  they  fhould  do  no  hurt .  When  the 
commonwealth' s  men  expreffed  their  fears,  and  alked  the  ge¬ 
neral  whether  he  would  join  with  them  againfl  the  king  ? 
he  replied,  I  have  often  declared  my  refolution  fo  to  do ;  and 
taking  fir  Arthur  Haferigge  by  the  hand,  he  faid,  I  do  here 
protefi  to  you ,  in  the  prefence  of  all  thefe  gentlemen ,  that  I  will 
oppofe  to  the  tttmoji ,  the  Jetting  up  of  Charles  Stuart,  a  Jingle 
perfon ,  or  a  houfe  of  peers .  He  then  expoftulated  with  them 
about  their  fufpicions ;  What  is  it  I  have  done  in  bringing 
thefe  members  into  the  houfe ,  (fays  he)  are  they  not  the  fame 
that  brought  the  king  to  the  block ,  though  others  cut  off  his  head , 
and  that  jufily?  And  yet  this  very  man,  within  fix  months, 
condemned  thefe  perfons  to  the  gallows.  Nay  further,  the 
general  fent  letters  to  all  the  regiments,  alfuring  them  that 
the  government  fhould  continue  a  commonwealth,  that  they 
had  no  purpofe  to  return  to  their  old  bondage ,  that  is ,  monarchy  $ 
and  if  any  made  difurbances  in  favour  of  Charles  Stuart,  he 
defired  they  might  be  fecured.  So  that  if  this  gentleman  was 
in  the  fecret  of  refloring  the  king  from  his  entrance  into  Eng¬ 
land,  or  his  firft  coming  to  London,  I  may  challenge  all  his¬ 
tory  to  produce  a  feene  of  hypocrify  and  dififimulation  equal 
to  his  conduct.  Dr.  Welwood  adds,f  that  he  a&ed  the  part 
of  a  politician  much  better  than  that  of  a  chriftian;  and 
carried  on  the  thread  of  diffimulation  with  wonderful  dex¬ 
terity.  Bifhop  Burnet  differs  from  the  doftor,  and  fays, 
that  “  though  he  had  both  the  praife  and  the  reward,  yet 
cc  a  very  fmall  {hare  of  the  refloration  belonged  to  him. — 
46  The  tide  ran  fo  ftrong  that  the  general  only  went  into  it 
§  Wei  wood’s  Mem.  p.  117,  &c.  *  Hifforv  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  459. 

t  Memoirs,  p.  117,120.  2  “  dexteroufly 
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dexteroufly  enough  to  get  much  fame  and  great  rewards. 
- — If  he  had  died  foon  after,  he  might  have  been  more 
juftly  admired;  but  he  lived  long  enough  to  make  it  known 
how  falfe  a  judgment  men  are  apt  to  make  upon  outward 
“  appearance.”* 

But  before  we  relate  the  particulars  of  the  reftoration,  it 
will  be  proper  to  conilder  the  abjeft  hate  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  the  religion  of  the  young  king.  If  Crom¬ 
well  had  lived  ten  or  twelve  years  longer,  epifcopacy  might 
have  been  loft  beyond  recovery,  for  by  that  time  the  whole 
bench  of  bifhops  would  have  been  dead,  and  there  would 
have  been  none  to  confecrate  or  ordain  for  the  future,  unlefs 
they  could  have  obtained  a  new  conveyance  from  the  church 
of  Rome,  or  admitted  the  validity  of  prefbyterian  ordina¬ 
tion.  This  was  the  cafe  in  view ,  which  induced  fome  of  the 
ancient  bifhops  to  petition  the  king  to  fill  up  the  vacant  fees 
with  all  expedition,  in  which  they  were  fupported  by  fir 
Edward  Hyde ,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ,  who  prevailed 
with  his  majefty  to  nominate  certain  clergymen  for  thofe 
high  preferments,  and  fent  over  a  lift  of  the  names  to  Dr. 
Barwick ,  to  be  communicated  by  him  to  the  bifliops  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Ely,  Sarum,  and  others  who  were  to  be  concerned  in 
the  confecration.  It  was  neceflary  to  carry  on  this  defign 
with  a  great  deal  of  fecrecy,  left  the  governing  powers  Ihould 
fecure  the  biftiops,  and  by  that  means  put  a  flop  to  the  work. 
It  was  no  lefs  difficult  to  provide  perfons  of  learning  and 
character  who  would  accept  the  charge,  when  it  would  ex- 
pofe  them  to  fufferings,  as  being  contrary  to  the  laws  in 
being,  and  when  there  was  no  profpeft  of  reftoring  the' 
church.  But  the  greateft  difficulty  of  aft  was,  how  to  do 
it  in  a  canonical  manner,  when  there  weje  no  deems  and  chap¬ 
ters  to  ele<ft,  and  confequently  no  perfons  to  receive  a  conge 
d9  dire ,  according  to  antient  cuftom. 

Several  expedients  were  propofed  for  removing  this  dif¬ 
ficulty.  /Sir  Edward  Hyde  was  of  opinion,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  fhould  be  by  a  mandate  from  the  king  to  any  three 
or  four  bifliops,  by  way  of  collation,  upon  the  lapfe,  for  the 
dean  and  chapters’  non-ele&ion.  But  it  was  objefted,  that 
the  fuppofal  of  a  lapfe  would  impair  the  king’s  prerogative 

*  Barnet’s  Hiilory,  vol,  i.  p.  126,  xzxno. 
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more  than  the  collation  would  advance  it,  becaufe  it  would 
prefuppofe  a  power  of  election  plena  jure  in  the  deans  and 
chapters,  which  they  have  only  de  facilitate  regia  ;  nor  could 
they  petition  for  fuch  a  licence,  becaufe  moll;  of  the  deans 
were  dead,  fome  chapters  extinguilhed,  and  all  of  them  fo 
difturbed,  that  they  could  not  meet  in  the  cliiipter-houfe* 
where  fuch  afts  regularly  are  to  be  performed. 

Dr.  Barwickf  who  was  in  England,  and  correfponded 
with  the  chancellor ,  propofed,  that  his  majefty  fliould  grant 
his  eommifiion  to  the  bifliops  of  each  province  refpe&ively, 
afifembled  in  provincial  council,  or  otherwife,  as  fhould  be 
moil;  convenient,  to  eleft  and  confecrate  fit  perfons  for  the 
vacant  fees,  with  fuch  difpenfative  claufes  as  fhould  be  found 
neceffary  upon  the  emergency  of  the  cafe,  (his  majefiy  fig* 

*  The  Dr.  Barwick,  to  whom  Mr.  Neal  refers,  was  a  fingular  and  emi¬ 
nent  character  at  this  period ;  an  aftive  and  zealous  adherent  to  the  kings 
Charles  I.  and  II.  He  managed  with  great  addrefs  aud  dexterity  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  the  fir  ft  with  the  city  of  London,  when  he  was  at  Oxford. 
He  correfponded  with  the  fecond,  while  he  was  abroad:  and  was  fent  by 
the  bifhops,  as  will  afterwards  appear,  with  their  inftru&ions  to  him  at  Breda, 
.  where  he  preached  before  him,  and  was  made  one  of  his  chaplains.  He  had 
the  chief  hand  in  the  “  Querela  Cantabrigienfis,”  and  wrrote  againft  the 
covenant.  It  was  much  owing  to  his  influence,  that  the  Cambridge  plate 
was  prefented  to  the  king:  and  he  is  faid  to  have  furnifhed  lord  Clarejidon 
with  a  great  part  of  the  materials  for  his  hiftory.  He  was  fo  dextrous  in 
all  his  communications,  as  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  Thurloe.  He  was  bom 
April  20,  1612,  at  Wethferflack  in  Weftmoreland,  and  received  his  claflical 
learning  at  Sedberg-School  in  Yorkfhire,  where  he  diftinguifhed  himfelfby 
adling  the  part  of  Hercules  in  one  of  Seneca's  tragedies.  In  the  eighteenth 
year  of  his  age. he  was  fent  to  St.  John’s  college,  Cambridge.  Where,  fo 
eminent  were  his  abilities  and  attainment,  he  v/as  chofen,  when  he  was  little 
more  than  twenty,  by  the  members  of  his  college,  to  be  their  advocate,  in 
a  controverted  eleaion  of  a  mafter,  which  was  heard  before  the  privy- 
council..  He  refided,  fome  time,  in  Durham-Houfe  in  London,  as  chaplain 
to  the  bifhop.  Dr.  Mortojt',  who  bellowed  on  him  a  prebend  in  his  cathe¬ 
dral,  and  the  rich  re&ories  of  Wolfingham  and  of  Houghton-in-le-Spring. 
In  1660,  Charles  II.  promoted  him  to  the  deanery  of  Durham;  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  he  was  removed  from  that  dignity  to  the  deanery  of  St. 
Paul  s.  On  the  1 8th  of  February,  1 66 1 ,  he  was  chofen  prolocutor  of  the 
convocation..  He  died  in  the  year  1 664,  aged  fifty-two.  He  united  in  his 
character,  with  his  loyalty,  fincere  devotion  with  fan&ity  of  manners,  and 
an  undaunted  fpirit  under  his  fufferings  in  the  royal  caufe,  for  which  he  was 
implifoned  in  a  dungeon  in  the  Tower.  He  was  then  far  gone  in  a  confump- 
tipn?  but  living  upon  gruel  and  vegetables,  he,  after  fome  time,  recovered 
to  a  miracle.  See  his  Life,  and  Granger’s  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii. 
p.  257,  Svo.  Ed,  0 
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xjlfying  his  pleafilr'c  concerning  the  perfons,  and  the  fees,) 
which  commiffiori  may  bare  date  before  the  aftion,  and  then 
afterward  upon  certificate,  and  petition  to  have  his  majefly’s 
ratification  and  confirmation  of  the  whole  procefs,  and  the 
regifler  to  be  drawn  up  accordingly  by  the  chief  aftuary, 
who  may  take  his  memorials  hence,  and  ('.  make  up  the  re¬ 
cord  there.* 

Dr.  Brannhall ,  bifhop  of  Derry,  was  for  the  Irifh  way, 
where  the  king  has  an  ahfolute  power  of  nomination,  and 
therefore  no  way  feemed  to  him  fo  fafe  as  confecrating  the 
perfons  nominated  to  void  fees  in  Ireland,  and  then  remov¬ 
ing  them  to  others  in  England,  which  he  apprehended  would 
clearly  elude  all  thofe  formalities  which  feemed  to  perplex 
the  affair;  but  this  was  thought  an  ill  precedent,  as  it  opened 
a  door  for  deftroying  the  privileges  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land  in  their' capitular  elections.  The  old  bilhop  of  Ely  was 
fo  far  from  wifhing,  with  Dr.  Bramhall ,  that  the  Irifh  me¬ 
thod  might  be  introduced  into  England,  that  he  faid,  if  he 
fhould  live  to  fee  the  church  reflored,  he  would  be  an  hum¬ 
ble  fuitor  to  his  majefty,  that  the  privileges  of  the  Englifh 
church,  in  their  elections  of  bifhops,  might  be  introduced 
into  Ireland. 

Dr.  Wren  bifhop  of  Ely,  and  Dr.  Cofins  of  Peterborough, 
were  for  an  expedient  fomething  like  the  fecond,  to  which 
the  court  agreed,  and  Mr.  chancellor  Hyde  wrote  to  Dr. 
Berwick  for  the  form  of  fiich  a  commiffion  as  they  judged 
proper,  and  urged,  that  it  might  be  difpatched  with  all  pofi 
fible  expedition.  The  chancellor  had  this  affair  very  much 
at  heart,  but  the  old  bifhops  were  fearful  left  it  fhould  be 
difcovered,  in  which  cafe  they  were  fare  to  be  the  fufferers. 
Dr.  Brownrigge  of  Exeter,  and  Dr.  Skinner  of  Oxford,  de¬ 
clined  meddling  in  the  affair;  the  reft  declared  their  willing- 
nefs  to  advance  the  work,  but  lived  in  hopes  there  might  be 
no  occafion  for  the  hazard.  The  chancellor,  in  one  of  his 
letters  fays,  the  king  was  much  troubled  that  no  7iiore  care 
was  taken  of  the  church ,  by  thofe  who  Jhould  be  the  guardians 
of  it .  He  cenfures  the  flownefs  of  the  clergy,  and  fays,  it 
was  very  indecent,  that  when  their  affiifted  mother  was  in 
extremity,  any  .of  her  fans  fhould  be  timorous  and  fearful. 

*  Life  of  Barwick,  p.  204.  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  14,  15* 
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Such  were  the  chancellors  narrow  principles,  who  feemed  to 
hang  the  effence  of  chriflianity,  and  the  virtue  of  ail  divine 
ordinances,  upon  the  conveyance  of  ecclefiafticai  power  by 
an  uninterrupted  fucceffion  from  the  apoftles. 

The  nonjurors  had  the  like  cafe  in  view  after  the  revo¬ 
lution,  and  provided  for  it  in  the  beft  manner  they  could. 
But  is  not  the  chriflian  world  in  a  fad  condition,  if  the  chrif- 
tian  bifhop  cannot  be  clioibn  or  confecrated  without  a  royal 
mandate,  and  the  fufFrage  of  a  dean  and  chapter,  when  thei*e 
v/ere  no  fuch  officers  in  the  church  for  three  hundred  years 
after  the  apoflles?  and  if  the  validity  of  all  facerdotal  mini- 
ftrations  mull  depend  on  a  regular  uninterrupted  fucceffion 
from  St.  Peter ?  efpecially  as  Baronius  a  popifh  hiftorian 
confeffcs/that  in  a  fucceffion  of  fifty  popes  not  one  pious  or 
virtuous  man  fat  in  the  chair;  that  there  had  been  no  popes 
for  fome  years  together;  and  at  other  times  two  or  three  at 
once;  and  when  the  fame  writer  admits,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  fchifms,  one  of  which  continued  fifty  years,  the  popes 
of  Avignon  and  Rome  excommunicating  each  other,  and 
yet  conferring  orders  upon  their  feveral  clergy.  How  im- 
poffible  is  it  to  trace  the  right  line  through  fo  much  confufion? 

But  with  regard  to  the  king,  his  concern  for  the  regular 
confecration  of  proteflant  bifhops  was  a  mere  farce ;  for  if 
he  was  not  a  papift  before  this  time,  it  is  certain  he  was  re¬ 
conciled  to  the  church  of  Rome  this  year,  at  the  Pyrenaan 
treaty  concluded  between  France  and  Spain  at  Fontarabia, 
whither  he  had  repaired  incognito  to  engage  them  in  his  in- 
terefL  Here  the  king  flayed  twenty  days,  in  which  time  his 
majefly,  with  the  earl  of  Brijiol  and  fir  H.  Bennct  embraced 
the  Roman-catholick  religion.  The  fecret  of  this  affair  was 
well  known  to  lord  Clarendon ,  though  he  is  pleafed  to  mention 
it  with  great  tendernefs.  “  It  is  believed,  fays  his  lordfhip,  by 
u  wife  men,  that  in  that  treaty  fomewhat  was  agreed  to  the 
iC  prejudice  of  the  proteflant  intereft;  and  that  in  a  fhort  time 

there  would  have  been  much  done  againfl  it,  both  in  France 
“  and  Germany,  if  the  meafures  they  had  then  taken  had  not 
66  been  fhortly  broken,  chiefly  by  the  furprizing  revolution 
u  in  England,  which  happened  the  next  year,  and  alfo  by 
“  the  death  of  the  two  great  favourites  of  the  two  crowns, 
u  Don  Lewis  de  Haro 5  and  cardinal  Mazarine ,  who  both 
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“  dk;d  not  lonS  a^er  it.”f  But  .the  fecret  of  the  king’s  re¬ 
conciliation,  to  me  church  of  Rome  has  been  more  fully  ac¬ 
knowledged  of  late  years,  by  the  eldeft  fon  of  lord  Glaren- 
doi^  and  b)  the  duke  of  Ormond ,  who  declared  to  feveral 
perfons  of  honour,  that  “  lie  himfeif,  to  his  great  furprife 
and  concern,  accidentally  m  a  morning  early,  faw  the  king 
in  the  great  church  on  his  knees  before  the  high  altar, 
C4  .with  feveral  priefls  and  ecclefiaif\cks  about  him.  That  he 
was  foon  after  confirmed  in  his  fentiments  by  fir  Henry 
<c  Bennet  and  the  earl  of  Brijiol ,  who  both  owned  the  king 
C(m  to  be  a  carhplick  as  well  as  themfelves ;  but  it  was  agreed, 
6C  that  this  change  fhould  be  kept  as  the  greateft  fecret  ima- 
tc  ginable.”  There  is  another  fiory  (fays  bifliop  Rennet) 
which  I  have  reafon  to  think  true:  Sir  77.  Bennefwas  foon 
c<m  after  feen  to  wait  on  the  king  from  mafs,  at  which  fight 
the  lord  Culpeper  had  fo  much  indignation,  that  he  went 
“  tip  to  Bennet ,  and  fooke  to  this  effect;  1  fee  what  you  are 
“  at;  is  this  the  way  to  bring  our  mafter  home  to  his  three 
u  kingdoms?  We  7,  &>,  if  ever  you  and  I  live  to  fee  England 
cc  together ,  7  wtl  have  your  head ,  or  you  Jhall  have  mine; 
“  which  words  brack  liich  a  terror  upon  fir  Harry  Bennet , 
<c  that  he  never  dinft  fet  his  foot  in  England  till  after  the 
e*  death  of  lord  Cu  b  per ,  who  met  with  a  very  furprifing 
cc  end  foon  after  the  king’s  return.” J 

But  :h'  ugh  the  prime  miniilers  of  France  and  Spain  were 
now  firft  witnefies  of  his  majefty’s  abjuring  the  proteftant 
religion,  there  are  ftrong  preemptions  that  he  was  a  papiffc 
long  before,  even  before  his  brother  James ,  if  we  may  cre¬ 
dit  the  teflimony  of  his  confeifor  Father  Huddlejlon .*  To 
the  proofs  of  this  fact  already  mentioned -unde?  the  year 
1652,  I  would  add  the  teflimony  of  the  author  of  the  My- 
flery  of  Iniquity,  printed  1689,  who  writes  thus;  ce  The 
€C  king’s  [ Charles^  the  fec-ond’s ]  apoftacy,  is  not  of  fo  late  a 
date  as  the  world  is  made  commonly  to  believe,  for  though 
•'  v  was -many  years  concealed,  and  the  contrary  pretended 
1  dilTembled,  yet  it  is  certain  he  abjured  the  proteftant 

u  religion  foon  after  the  exilement  of  the  royal  family,  and 
u  was  reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rome  at  St.  Germains  in 
f  Eachard,  p«  751*  t  Kennet,  p.  238. 

*  Wei  wood’s  Memoirs,  p.  126. 
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«  France.  Nor  were  feveral  of  the  then  fullering  bifhops 
“  and  clergy  ignorant  of  this,  though  they  had  'neither  in¬ 
tegrity  nor  courage  to  give  the  Ration  warning  of  it.”§ 
JJifhop  B  or  net,  in  the  Hijlory  of  his  Life  nnd  Limes,  confirms 
this  teftimony  from  the  cardinal  minifter,  who  fent  an  adver¬ 
tisement  of  it  to  the  bifhop  himfelf;  lie  fays,  “  that  before 
«  the  king  left  Paris,  (which  was  in  June  1634)  he  changed 
“  his  religion,  but  by  whofe  perfuafion  is  not  yet  known, 
“  only  cardinal  De  Retz  was  in  the  fecret,  and  lord  Aubigny 
‘  had  a  great  hand  in  it.  Chancellor  Hyde  had  fome  fufpi- 
‘  cion  of  : it,  but  would  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  believe  it  quite.”  jj 
And  fir  Allen  Broderick  declared  upon  his  death-bed,  that 
king  Charles  the  fecond  made  profeffion  of  the  popifli  re-, 
ligion  at  Fontainbleau,  before  he  was  fent  out  of  France  to 
Cologne. 

The  Dutch  proteftants  fufpefted’the  change,  but  the  king 
denied  it  in  the  mofl  publick  manner;  for  when  he  was  at 
Bruffels  in  the  year  1658,  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
the  reverend  Mr.  Cawton ,  the  prefbyterian  minifter  of  the 
Englifh  congregation  at  Rotterdam. 


CC 


“  Charles  r.ex. 

T  ' 

cc  TRUSTY  and  well-beloved,* we  greet  you  well.  We 
have  received  fo  full  teftimony  of  your  affe&ion  to  our  per- 
6C  fon,  and  zeal  for  our  fervice,  that  we  are  willing  to  recom- 
mend  an  affair  to  you  in  which  we  are  much  concerned. 
We  do  not  wonder,  that  the  malice  of  our  enemies  fliould 
u  continue  to  lay  all  manner  of  fcandals  upon  u$,  but  are 
concerned  that  they  fliould  find  credit  with  any  to  make 
our  affedion  to  the prot eft ant  religion  fufpeded ffince  the  zvorld 
cannot  but  take  notice  of  our  conjlant  and  uninterrupted  pro¬ 
feffion  of  it  in  all  places . — No  man  has ,  or  can  more  mani - 
fejl  his  affiedion  to ,  and  zeal  for  the  protefiant  religion  than 
we  have  done.  Now,  as  you  cannot  but  have  much  con- 
verfation  with  the  minifters  of  the  Dutch  church,  we 
prefume  and  expeft  that  you  will  ufe  your  utmoft  diligence 
and  dexterity  to  root  out  thofe  unworthy  afperfions,  fo  ma- 
licioufly  and  groundlefly  laid  upon  us  by  wicked  men; 

§  Kennet’s  Chron.  p,  598.  ||  Burnet,  voL  i.  p.  103,  4,  i2mo. 
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“  anc^  t^lat  you  aiTure  all  that  will  give  credit  to  you,  that 
tc  we  value  otirfelves  fo  much  upon  that  part  of  our  title  of 
being  defender  of  the  faith,  that  no  worldly  confiderat’ion 
can  ever  prevail  with  us  to  fwerve  from  it,  and  the  pro- 
teftant  religion  in  which  we  have  been  bred,  the  propap-a- 
tion  whereof-  we  fhall  endeavour  with  our  utmoft  power. 
GivL.11  at  Bi  uxels,  Isov.  7,  in  the  loth  year  of  our  reign.” 
i  o  carry  on  the  difguile.  Dr.  Morley ,  afterwards  bilhop 
of  Wmchefter,  was  employed  to  write  an  apologetical  letter 
to  Dr.  Trigland,  \ he  Dutch  minifter  at  the  Hague,  to  affert 
aiid  prove  the  king  s  ffedfaflnefs  to  the  reformed  faith  and 
communion.  The  letter  was  dated  June  7,  1659,  a  little  be¬ 
fore  the  king’s  going  to  the  Pyre  nee  an  treaty,  td  engage  the 
Roman  cathofick  powers  for  his  reiteration.  § 

But  to  confirm  the  prelbyterians  further,  and  to  put  an 
end  to  all  fufpicions  of  his  majeify’s  being  turned  papift,  fir 
Robert  Murray  and  the  countefs  of  Balcarres  were  employed 
to  engage  the  molt  eminent  reformed  minilters  in  France, 
(to  write  to  their  prefbyterian  brethren  in  England,  and  allure 
them  of  the  king’s  Jledfaftnefs  in  the  protef  ant  faith,  and  to 
excufe  his  not  joining  with  the  church  at  Charenton.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  thefe  credulous  minilters,  not  being  acquainted 
with  the  fecret,  wrote  to.  their  brethren  at  London  to  the 
following  purpofe: 

Monfieur  Raymond  Gaches,  pallor  of  the  reformed  church 
at  Paris,  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Baxter,  March  23,  1659-60. 
— “  I  know  what  odium  has  been  call  upon  the  king;  fome 
are  diffatisfied  in  his  conflancy  to  the  true  religion. — I 
£  will  not  anfwer  what  truly  may  be  faid,  that  it  belongs  not 
e  to  fubjefts  to  enquire  into  the  prince’s  religion;  "be  he 
t£  what  he  will,  if  the  right  of  reigning  belongs  to  him, 
obedience  in  civil  matters  is  his  due.  But  this  prince  never 
£i  departed  from  the  publick  profejfion  of  the  true  religion;  nor 
cc  did  he  difdain  to  be  prefent  at  our  religious  affemblies  at 
Roan  and  Rochel,  though  he  never  graced  our  church  at 
Paris  with  his  prefence,  which  truly  grieved  us. — ”* 
Monfieur  Drelincourt,' another  of  the  French  pallors  at 
Paris,  writes  March  24, — “  A  report  is  here,  that  the  thing 
“  which  v/iil  hinder  the  king’s  reltoration,  is  the  opinion 
§  Kenneys  Chron.  p.  95.  *  Ibid.  p.  91,  92. 
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C6  conceived  by  fome,  of  his  being  turned  Roman  catholick, 
“•  and  the  fear  that  in  time  he  will  ruin  the  proteftant  religion.- 
«  But  I  fee  no  ground  for  the  report,  his  majefty  making  no 
profeffion  of  it,  but  on  the  contrary  has  rejected  all  the 
aids  and  advantages  offered  him  upon  that  condition.  • 
c<  Charity  is  not  jealous,  and  if  it  forbids  us  to  fu(pe£t  on 
“  flight  grounds  private  perfons,  how  can  it  "approve  jea- 
«  loufles  upon  perfons  fo  facred!  Befides,  there  are  in  the 
“  king’s  family,  and  among  his  domefticks,  fome  gentlemen 
«  of  our  religion,  and  my  old  friends;  who  at  feveral  times 
«  have  given  me  affurances  of  the  piety  of  this  prince,  and 
“  his  liability  in  the  profeffion  he  makes.  Your  prelbyte- 
«  rians  are  now  entrulted  with  the  honour  of  our  churches; 
««  if  they  recal  this  prince  without  the  intervening  of  any 
tc  foreign  power,  they  will  acquire  to  themfelves  immortal 
«  glory,  and  Hop  their  mouths  for  ever,  who  charge  us 
«  falfely  as  enemies  to  royalty,  and  make  appear  that  the 
44  maxim,  No  bijhop ,  no  king ,  is  falfely  imputed  to  us. — ” 
The  famous  monfieur  Daille  of  Paris,  in  his  letter  of  April 
7,  1660,  writes  to  the  fame  purpofe: — 44  I  knove  it  is  re- 
44  ported  that  the  king  has  changed  his  religion ;  but  who 
44  can  believe  a  thing  fo  contrary  to  all  probability?  No- 
*c  thing  of  this  appears  to  us;  on  the  contrary  we  well  know, 
44  that  when  he  has  refided  in  places  where  the  exercife  of 
44  his  religion  is  not  permitted,  he  has  always  had  his  chap- 
44  lains  with  him,  who  have  regularly  performed  divine  fer- 
“  vice.  Moreover,  all  Paris  knows  the  anger  the  king  ex- 
46  preffed  at  the  endeavours  that  were  ufed  to  pervert  the 
duke  of  Glocefter.  And  though  it  is  obje&ed,  that  he 
“  never  came  to  our  church  at  Charenton,  yet  as  we  are 
44  better  informed  of  this  than  any  one,  we  can  teftify,  that 
4C  religion  wTas  not  the  caufe  of  it,  but  that  it  wras  upon  po- 
44  litical  and  prudential  confiderations,  which  may  be  pecu- 
* 4  liar  to  our  church,  for  he  has  gone  to  fermon  in  Caen, 
44  and  fome  other  towns;  and  in  Holland  he  heard  fome  fer- 
44  mons  from  the  famous  monfieur  More ,  our  prefent  col- 
44  league.  Thus,  fir,  it  is  more  clear  than  the  day,  that  what- 
44  foever  has  been  reported  till  this  time,  of  the  change  of 
V  this  prince’s  religion,  is  a  mere  calumny.— 

f  Kennet’s  Chroi;.  p.  94,  95, 
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_  Monileur-  de  V Angle,  minifter  of  the  proteftant  church  at 
Kouen,  wrote  upon  the  fame  lubjeft  to  his  friend  in  London 
more  fully  to  evidence  the  king’s  ftedfaflnefs  in  the  proteft- 
ant  religion.  lliefe  letters  were  printed  and  induftrioufly 
ipread  over  tae  whole  kingdom. 

The  king,  himfelf  in  his  letter-  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
r 0  y°u  acfire  the  advancement  of  the  proteftant  re- 
“  ¥1Qn>  have  by  our  cpnftant  profeffibn  and  practice 
££  given/nttic^nt  temmeny  to  the  world,  that  neither  the  un - 
.  kmdnefs  of  tapfa  of  the  fame  faith  towards  us,  nor  the  ci~ 
c(  vinties  and  pr  deflations  oj  thofe  of  a  contrary  trofeffion 

“  could  in  the  leaf  degree  far  tie  is,  or  make  us  f£rZ 
“  Jr 'em  it.”  J 
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fr  l;'  nrifing  reflection  of  Mr.  Baxter,*  upon  occafion 
of  tnefc  letters.  4  J  hefe  divines  (lays  he)  knew  nothing  of 
the  Late  of  affairs  in  England.  1  hey  knew  not  thofe 
4  men  who  were  to  be  reftored  with  the  king.  They  pray 
4  (fays  he)  for  the  fuccefs  of  my  labours,  when  they  are 
pei  fuacung  me  to  put  an  end  to  my  labours  by  letting  up 
thofe  prelates,  who  will  filence  me  and  many  hundreds 
rnoix.  d  hey  pci  made  me  to  that  which  will  feparate  me 
“  from  my  flock,  and  then  pray,  that  I  may  be  a  bleffing 
“  to  them;  and  yet  (fays  he)  I  am  for  reftoring  the  kingg 
“  that  when  we  are  filenced,  and  our  miniftry  at  an  end,  and 
"  fome  of  us  lie  in  prifons,  we  may  there  and  in  that  con¬ 
dition,  have  peace  of  confcience  in  the  difeharge  of  our 
duty,  and  the  exercife  of  faith,  patience,  and  charity  in  our 

y^^as  tlier  e  ever  fuch  reafoning  as  this !  But 
the  reader  will  make  his  own  remarks  upon  thefe  extraordi¬ 
nary  paragraphs. 

.  To  return  back  to  general  Monk  in  Scotland.  As  long  as 
the  army  governed  afrairs  at  Wbft  m i  n  ft  er ,  the  general  was 
on  their  fide,  and  entertained  Mr.  John  Collins ,  an  indepen-  . 
dant  minifter,  for  his  chaplain;  but  upon  the  quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  army  and  parliament,  and  M^Fs  declaring  for 
the  latter,,  it  was  apprehended  he  had  changed  fides^and 
would  fall  in  with  the  prejhyterians ;  upon  which  Mr.  Caryl 
and  Barker  were  fent  to  Scotland  with  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Owen ?  expreffing  their  fears  of  the  danger  of  their  religious 
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liberties  upon  a  revolution  of  government.  The  general 
received  them  with  all  the  marks'  of  efteem:  and  alter  a  few 
days  returned  the  following  anfwer,  in  a  letter  directed  to’ 
Dr.  Owen,  Mr.  Greenbill ,  and  Mr.  Hook,  to  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  churches,  in  and  about  London. 

t  # 

Hon.  and  dear  friends , 

a  I  Received  yours,  and  am  very  fenfible  of  your  kind¬ 
le  nefs  expreffed  to  the  army  in  Scotland,  in  fending  fuch 
£C  honourable  and  reverend  perfons,  whom  we  received  with 
«  thankfulnefs  and  great  joy  as  the  meflengers  of  the 
tc  churches,  and  the  minifters  of  Chri/l  of  thefe  three  na- 
4t  tions.  I  do  promife  you  for  myfelft  and  the  reft  of  the  officers 
u  here ,  that  your  inter  eft ,  liberty ,  and  encouragement  , Jhall  be 
44  very  dear  to  us.  And  we  fhall  take  this  as  a  renewed  ob* 
ligation  to  affert  to  the  utmoft,  what  we  have  already  de- 
“  dared  to  the  churches  of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  doubt  not,  but 
44  you  have  received  fatisfafiion  of  our  inclinations  to  a 
44  peaceable  accommodation.  I  do  hope,  that  fome  diffe- 
44  rences  being  obviated,  we  fhall  obtain  a  fair  compofure. 
66  I  do  afture  you ,  that  the  great  things  that  have  been  upon 
44  my  heart  to  fecure  and  provide  for ,  are  our  liberties  and 
“freedom,  as  the  fubjetls  and  fervants  of  Jefus  Chrift ,  which 
44  we  have  conveyed  to  us  in  the  covenant  of  grace ,  aftiired 
44  in  the  promifes  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  our  Saviour  for 
“us,  and  given  as  his  great  legacy  to  his  church  and  people; 
44  in-  comparifon  of  which  we  efteem  all  other  things  as 
44  dung  and  drofs,  but  as  they  have  a  relation  to,  and  de- 
44  pendance  upon  this  noble  end.  The  others  are  our  laws  * 
44  and  rights  as  men,  which  muft  have  their  efteem  in  the 
44  fecund  place;  for  which  many  members  of  the  churches 
44  have  been  eminent  inftruments  to  labour  in  fweat  and  blood 
44  for  thefe  eighteen  years  laft  paft,  and  our  anceftors  for 
44  many  hundred  years  before ;  the  fubftance  of  which  may 
44  be  reduced  to  a  parliamentary  government ,  and  the  people’s 
44  confenting  to  the  laws  by  which  they  are  governed.  That 
44  thefe  privileges  of  the  nation  may  be  fo  bounded,  that  the 
44  churches  may  have  both  fecurity  arid  fettlement,  is  my 
44  great  defire,  and  of  thofe  with  me.  So  that  I  hope  you 
“  will  own  thefe  juft  things,  and  give  u$  that  affiftance  that 

44  becomes 
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“  becomes  the  churches  of  Chrift,  in  purfuance  of  this  work. 
And  we  do  allure  you,  we  lhall  comply  as  far  as  poffible, 

*c  W1j  rt^Pe^  had  to  fecurity  and  fafety  of  the  nation, 
„  and  the  prefervation  of  our  ancient  birth-right  and  liberties. 
And  we  Avail  pray,  that  we  may  be  kept  from  going  out 
of  God’s  way  in  doing  God’s  work. 

“  1  do>  in  the  name  of  the  whole  army  and  myfelf,  give 
all  out  affe&ionate  thanks  for  this  your  work  of  love* 
and  though  we  are  not  able  to  make  fuch  returns  as  ar$ 

cc  u  T  ^earts  and  defires  to  do,  yet  we  lhall  endeavour 
‘  by  all  ways  and  means,  to  exprefs  our  care  and  love  to 
the  churches,  and  lhall  leave  the  reward  to  him  who  is 
“  the  God  of  peace,  and  has  in  fpecial  allured  all  bieffings 
**  to  the  peace-makers.  I  conclude  with  the  words  of 
<e  David,  i  Sam.  xxv.  32,  Blelfed  be  the  Lord  God  of 
“  Ifrael,  and  blelfed  be  your  advice,  and  blelfed  be  you  all. 
‘*  Now  the  Lord  God  be  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  you, 
“  and  let  his  prefence  be  in  his  churches,  and  they  filled  with 
t:  his  glory.  I  have  no  more,  but  to  intreat  your  prayers 
“  for  an  happy  ilfue  of  this  unhappy  difference;  which  is 
“  the  prayer  of  him,  who  is,  reverend  firs,  and  dear  friends, 
*c  your  very  affeftionate  brother  and  fervant, 

“  Edinburgh,  Nov.  23,  1659.  '  G.  Monk” 

In  one  of  the  general’s  letters  to  the  parliament,  written 
about  June  1659,  he  declares  ftrongly  for  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  and  an  abfolute  commonwealth,  in  language  which 
in  another  would  be  called  the  fumes  of  fanaticifm.  “  You 
are  the  people  (fays  he)  who  have  filled  the  world  with 
“  wonder,  but  nothing  is  difficult  to  faith ;  and  the  promifes 
“  of  God  are  fure  and  certain.  We  acknowledge  that  we 
“  ourfelves  have  very  much  contributed  to  the  Lord’s  de- 
“  parting  from  our  Ifrael,  but  we  fee  God’s  hour  is  come, 
*£  and  the  time  of  the  people’s  deliverance,  even  the  fet 
“  time  is  at  hand.  He  cometh  J, flipping  over  all  the  mountains 
“  of  fin,  and  umuorthinefs ,  (dc.  We  humbly  befeech  you, 
“  not  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  daughter  of  God’s  people 
“  llightly,  but  to  make  fo  fure  and  lafting  provifion  for  both 
“  chrifiian  and  civil  rights,  as  both  this  and  future  genera- 
“  tio.ns  may  have  caufe  to  rife  up  and  call  you  blelfed,  and 

“  the 
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cc  the  blacked  of  defigns  may  never  be  able  to  cad  dirt  in 
44  your  faces  any  more, — lie  then  defires  them  to  en¬ 
courage  none  but  godly  miniders  and  magidrates,  that  no 
yoke  may  be  impofed  upon  confcience  but  what  is  agree¬ 
able  to  the  word  of  God,  and  that  they  would  edablifh 
the  government  in  a  free  date  or  commonwealth.  Signed 
by  general  Monk  and  twenty-five  of  his  chief  officers. 

Upon  i\ic  general's  coming  to  London,  he  was  transformed 
at  once  into  a  zealous  prefbyterian,  and  thought  no  more 
of  the  independant  churches;  he  received  the  facrament  at 
Mr.  Calamf  s  church,  and  would  fuller  none  to  preach  be¬ 
fore  him  but  whom  he  approved.  He  confulted  the  prefby¬ 
terian  miniders,  and  alked  their  advice  in  all  important  affairs. 
It  feeras  thefe  vrere  the  gentlemen  that  beat  him  out  of  his 
commonwealth  principles,  if  we  may  believe  the  reverend 
Mr.  Sharps  afterwards  archbifhop  of  St.  Andrews ,  whofe 
words  are  thele,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  reverend  Mr* 
Douglas  in  Scotland,  “  Sunday  lad,  March  11,  the  general 
46  fent.  his  coach  for  Mr.  Calamy ,  Mr.  AJh ,  and  me;  we  had 
44  a  long  converfation  with  him  in  private,  and  convinced 
44  him,  that  a  commonwealth  was  impracticable ;  and  to  our 
44  fenfe  beat  him  off  that  fconce  he  has  hitherto  maintained. 
44  —We  urged  upon  him,  that  the  prefbyterian  inter eft  which 
44  he  had  efpmfed,  was  much  concerned  in  keeping  up  this 
44  houfe,  and  fettling  the  government  upon  terms.  But  the 
44  fubrle  general  replied,  that  in  regard  he  had  declared  fc 
44  lately  againft  a  houfe  of  lords,  and  the  continuing  this 
44  houfe  of  commons,  he  could  not  fo  reputably  do  it.”§ 
Afterwards,  when  fome  gentlemen  of  quality,  fufpe&ing  the 
king  to  be  at  the  bottom,  were  earned  with  the  general,  that 
tf  the  king  mud  be  brought  in  by  the  next  parliament,  k 
might  be  upon  the  terms  of  his  late  majefly* s  concejfions  at  the 
JJIe  of  Wight;  the  general  at  fird  recoiled,  and  declared  he 
would  adhere  to  a  commonwealth ;  but  at  lad  feeming  to  be 
conquered  into  a  compliance,  he  intimated  to  them,  that 
this  was  the  utmofl  line  he  could  or  woAd  advance  in  favour 
of  the  king ;  and  yet  when  this  was  moved  in  the  convention 
parliament  by  fir  Matthew  Haley  the  general  dood  up,  and 

f  Welwcod’s  Memoirs,  Appendix,  No.  xL 
f  KennetVChron.  p.  81. 
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declared  againft  all  conditions,  and  threatened  them  that 
fliould  encourage  Inch  a  motion  with  all  the  mifchiefs  that 
might  follow.  I  hus  the  credulous  prefbyterians  were  gra¬ 
dually  drawn  into  the  fnare,  and  made  to  believe,  that  f  rejby- 
tery  was  to  be  the  eftablilhed  government  of  the  church  of 
England  under  king  Charles  II. 

The  Scots  were  equally  concerned  in  this  affair,  and  much 
more  zealous  for  their  diicipline.  Th e  general  therefore  fent 
letters  to  the  kirk,  with  the  ftrongcfl  alfurances  that  he 
would  take  care  of  their  difcipline.*  But  the  Scots,  not  wil¬ 
ling  to  tfuft  him,  commiffioned  Mr.  S harp  to  be  their  agent, 
and  gave  him  initructions  to  ufe  his  beft  endeavours,  that  the 
kirk  of  Scotland  might,  without  interruption  or  encroach¬ 
ment,  enjoy  the  freedom  and  liberty  of  her  eftablilhed  judica¬ 
tories,  and  to  reprefent  the  finfulnefs  and  offenfivenefs  of  a 
toleration  in  that  kingdom.  Sharp  was  to  concert  meafures 
with  Mr.  Calamy ,  AJh,  Manton,  and  Cowper;  but  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  being  not  very  zealous  for  the  difcipline,  Sharp  in¬ 
formed  his  principals,  that  it  was  feared  the  king  would 
come  in,  and  with  him  moderate  epifcopacy,  at  leaft  in  Eng¬ 
land,  but  that  the  more  zealous  party  were  doing  what  they 
could  to  keep  on  foot  the  covenant.  To  which  Douglafs 
replied,  “  It  is  beft  that  the  prefbyterian  government  be  fet- 
“  tied  fimply,  for  you  know  that  the  judgment  of  honeft 
“  men  here  is  for  admitting  the  king  on  no  other  but  co- 
“  venant  terms.” 

The  independants  and  anabaptifts-  were  in  fuco  difgrace,  . 
that  their  leaders  had  not  the  honour  of  being  conlulted  in 

t  o 

this  weighty  affair.  General  Monk  and  the  prefbyterians 
were  united,  and  had  force  fufficient  to  fupport  their  claims: 
the  tide  was  with  them,  and  the  parliament  at  their  mercy. 
The  independants  offered  to  ffand  by  their  friends  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  to  raife  four  new  regiments  from  among  theni- 
felves,  to  force  the  general  back  into  Scotland.  Dr.  Owen 
and  Mr.  Nye  had  frequent  confutations  with  Mr.  Whhlccke 
and  St .  John ;  and  at  a  private  treaty  with  the  officers  at  - 
Wallin  gford-Houfe,  offered  to  raife  one  hundred  thou  land 
pounds  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  provided  they  would  protect 
them  iu  their  religious  liberties,,  which  they  were  apprehen- 
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five  Monk  and  the  prefbyterians  defigned  to  fubVert;  but 
thofe  officers  had  loll  their  credit;  their  meafures  were  dif- 
concerted  and  broken;  one  party  was  for  a  treaty  and  ano¬ 
ther  for  the  fword,  but  it  was  too  late;  their  old  veteran 
regiments  were  diflodged  from  the  city,  and  Monk  in  poffef- 
fion.  In  this  confufion  their  general  Fleetwood ,  who  had 
brought  them  into  this  diftrefs,  retired,  and  left  them  a  body 
without  a  head,  after  which  they  became  infignificant,  and 
in  a  few  months  quite  contemptible.  Here  ended  the  power 
of  the  army,  and  of  the  independants. 

Being  now  to  take  leave  of  this  people,  it  may  be  proper 
to  obferve,  that  the  independants  fprang  up  and  mightily  in- 
creafed  in  the  time  of  the  civil  wars,  and  had  the  reputation 
of  a  wife  and  politick  people:  they  divided  from  the  prefby¬ 
terians  upon  the  foot  of  difeipline,  and  fought  in  the  parlia¬ 
ment’s  quarrel,  not  fo  much  for  hire  and  reward,  as  from  a 
real  belief  that  it  was  the  caufe  of  God ;  this  infpired  their 
foldiers  with  courage,  and  made  them  face  death  with 
undaunted  bravery,  in  fo  much  that  when  the  army  was 
new  modelled,  and  filled  up  with  men  of  this  principle,  they 
carried  all  before  them.  When  the  war  was  ended,  they 
boldly  feized  the  perfon  of  the  king,  and  treated  him  with 
honour  till  they  found  him  unfleady  to  his  promifes  of  a 
toleration  of  their  principles ,  and  then  they  became  his  molt 
determined  enemies;  when  they  were  affured  afterwards  by 
the  treaty  of  the  Hie  of  Wight,  that  they  were  to  be  crufhed 
between  both  parties,  and  to  lofe  their  religious  liberty,  for 
which  they  had  been  fighting,  they  tore  up  the  government 
by  the  roots,  and  fubverted  the  whole  conftitution.  This 
they  did,  not  in  confequence  of  their  religious  principles, 
but  to  fectire  their  own  fafety  and  liberty.  After  the  king’s 
death  they  affumed  the  chief  management  of  publick  affairs, 
and  would  not  part  with  it  on  any  terms,  left  they  lhould  be 
difbanded  and  called  to  account  by  a  parliamentary  power, 
and  therefore  they  could  never  come  to  a  fettlement,  though 
they  attempted  it  under  feveral  forms:  the  firft  was  an  ab - 
folute  commonwealth ,  as  moft  agreeable  to  their  principles, 
but  when  the  commonwealth  began  to  clip  their  military 
wings,  they  difpoffeffed  them,  and  fet  up  their  own  general, 
with  the  title  of  protestor >  who  had  fkill  enough  to  keep 
vol.  iv.  r  •  them 


.'1  M 


i 


m 


THE  HISTORY 


-242 


CHAP.  IV. 


them  in  awe,  though  they  were  continually  plotting  againft 
his  government.  After  his  death  they  difpoffefled  his  fon, 
and  reftored  the  commonwealth.  When  thefe  again  at¬ 
tempted  to  difband  them,  they  turned  them  out  a  fecond 
time,  and  fet  up  themfelves  under  the  title  of  a  committee  of 
fafety;  but  they  wanted  Oliver’s  -  head,  their  new  general 
Fleetwood  having  neither  courage  nor  conduct  enough  to 
keep  them  united.  Thus  they  crumbled  into  factions,  while 
their  wanton  fporting  with  the  fupreme  power,  made  the 
nation  fick  of  fuch  diffractions,  and  yield  to  the  return  of  the 
old  conftitution. 

The  officers  were  made  up  chiefly  of  independants  and 
anabaptifts,  molt  of  them  of  mean  extraction,  and  far  from 
being  as  able  ftatefmen  as  they  had  been  fortunate  foldiers; 
they  were  brave  and  refolute  men,  who  had  the  caufe  of  re¬ 
ligion  and  liberty  at  heart ;  but  they  neglefted  the  old  no¬ 
bility  and  gentry  fo  much,  that  when  they  fell  to  pieces, 
there  was  hardly  a  gentleman  of  eflate  or  intereft  in  his 
country  that  would  (land  by  them.  As  to  their  moral  cha¬ 
racter,  they  feem  to  have  been  men  of  piety  and  prayer ; 
they  called  God  into  all  their  councils,  but  were  too  much 
governed  by  the  falfe  notions  they  had  imbibed,  and  the  en- 
thufiaftick  impulfes  of  their  own  minds.  I  do  not  find  that 
they  confulted  any  number  of  their  clergy,  though  many 
of  the  independent  minifters  were  among  the  nioft  learned 
and  eminent  preachers  of  the  times,  as  T)ic.  Goodwin ,  Owen , 
Nye>  and  Greenhill ,  &c.  fome  of  whom  had  no  final!  repu¬ 
tation  for  politicks;  but  their  pulling  down  fo  many  forms 
of  government,  without  adhering  fteadily  to  any,  ifiued  in 
their  ruin.  Thus  as  the  army  and  independants  outwitted  the 
preflay tcrians  in  1648,  the  prefbyterians  in  conjunction  with 
the  Scots  blew  up  the  independants  at  this  time;  and  next 
year  the  epsfcopal  party,  by  dexterous  management  of  the 
credulous  prefbyterians,  undermined  and  deceived  them  both. 

This  year  died  Dr.  Ralph  Brownrigge  bills  op  of  Exeter, 
born  at  Ipfwich  in  the  year  1 592,  educated  in  Pembroke-hall, 
Cambridge,  and  at  length  chofen  m after  of  Katherine-hall  in 
that  uuherfity.*  lie  was  alfo  prebendary  of  Durham,  and 

r-  '*  He  was  efteemed  one  of  the  created  ornaments  of  his  time  to  this  fe- 
He  was  one  of  thole  excellent  men  with  whom  archbifhop  77/- 
X*  v  lot  fon 
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reftor  of  Early  in  Hertfordfhire.  In  the  year  1641,  he  was 
nominated  to  the  fee  of  Exeter,  and  inftalled  June  1,  1642, 
but  the  wars  between  the  king  and  parliament  did  not  allow 
him  the  enjoyment  of  his  dignity.  He  was  nominated  one 
of  the  affemhly  of  divines;  and  was  vice-chancellor  of  the 
univerfity  of  Cambridge  in  the  year  1644,  when  the  earl  of 
Manchester  vifited  it;  and  complied  fo  far  as  to  keep  his 
mafterfliip  till  the  next  year,  when  he  was  deprived  for  a 
fermon  he  preached  upon  the  anniverfary  of  his  majefty’s 
inauguration.  He  was  no  favourer  of  archbifhop  Laud9 s  in¬ 
novations;!  for  while  he  was  vice-chancellor  he  font  for  one 
of  Mr.  Barwick9 s  pupils,  and  faid  to  him,  cc  I  wonder  your 
“  tutor,  no  ill  man  in  other  refpe£ls,’does  not  yet  abftain 
from  that  form  of  worfhip  [bowing  towards  the  Eaft  j 
u  which  he  knows  is  difagreeable  to  our  excellent  parlia- 
cc  ment,  and  not  very  acceptable  to  God  himfelf;  but  be 
you  careful  to  deer  your  courfe  clear  of  the  dangerous 
“  rock  of  every  error,  whether  it  favour  of  the  impiety  of 
arminianifm ,  or  of  the  fuperditioi)  of  popery.”j- 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Dr.  Spurjiow ;  and  differed  in 
common  with  the  red  of  the  bidiops;  but  being  a  eal- 
*vinift ,  and  a  perfon  of  great  temper  and  moderation,  he 
was  allowed  by  the  protestor  Crotnwell  to  be  a  preacher  at 
the  Temple,  in  which  employment  he  died,  Dec.  7,  1659, 
about  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his  age.  Dr.  Gauden  fays, 

lot/on  cultivated  an  acquaintance  at  his  firft  coming  to  London,  and  by  whole 
preaching  and  example  he  formed  himfelf.  His  fermons  were  not  exceeded 
by  any  publifhed  in  that  period ;  and  they  derived  great  advantage  in  the 
delivery,  from  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  and  the  juitnefs  of  his  elocution. 
Granger’s  Hillory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  16 1,  8vo.  Ed. 

t  Dr.  GreJ>  negle&s  not  to  inform  the  reader,  on  the  authority  of  Dr. 
Gauden ,  that  bifliop  Brownrigge  was  tenacious  of  the  dodlrine,  worlhip, 
devotion,  and  government  of  the  church  of  England ;  “  which,  he  faid,  he 
“  liked  better  and  better  as  he  grew  older.”  He  feems  to  have  been  very 
free  in  his  advice  to  Cromwell :  for  when  the  proteflor,  with  fome  fhew  of 
refpedt  to  him,  demanded  his  judgment  in  fome  publick  affairs,  then  at  a 
nonplus ,  bifhop  Brownrigge,  with  his  wonted  gravity  and  freedom,  replied, 

“  My  lord,  the  bed:  counfel  I  can  give  you  is  that  of  our  Saviour,  Render 
“  unto  Cjesar  the  things  that  are  Caesar’s,  and  unto  God  the  things  that 
“  are  Gpd’s with  which  free  anfwer  the  protedlor  reded  rather  filenced 
than  fatislied.  Dr.  Greys  Examination,  vol.  iii.  p.  258.  Ed. 

f  Life  of  Barwick,  p.  17. 
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he  was  a  perfon  of  great  candour,  fweetnefs,  gravity  and, 
folidity  of  judgment.  lie  was  conf  ulted  by  Mr.  Baxter ,  and 
others,  in  feveral  points  of  contra verfy,  and  was  indeed  a 
moll  humble  chriftian,  and  very  patient  under  molt  fevere 
fits  of  the  ftone,  which  were  very  acute  and  tedious  for  fome 
time  before  his  death. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Charles  Herle ,  fometime  prolocutor  of 
the  alTembly  of  divines  at  Weft  mi  niter,  was  born  of  ho¬ 
nourable  parents  at  Prideaux-Herle,  near  Lyftwithyel  in 
Cornwall,  in  the  year  1598.*  He  was  educated  in  Exeter 
college,  Oxon.  In  the  year  1618,  he  took  the  degrees  in 
arts,  and  was  afterwards  reftor  of  Winwick  in  Lancafhire, 
one  of  the  richeft  livings  in  England,  and  was  always  efteem- 
ed  a  puritan.  When  the  wars  broke  out,  he  took  part  with 
the  parliament,  was  defied  one  of  the  members  of  the  af- 
fembly  of  divines,  and  upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Twiffe  in  2  646, 
was  appointed  prolocutor.  After  the  king’s  death,  he  re¬ 
tired  to  his  living  at  Winwick,  and  was  in  very  high  efteem 
with  all  the  clergy  in  that  country.  In  the  year  1654,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  ailiftant  commiffioners  for  ejefling 
fcandalous  minifters,  together  with  Mr.  Ifaac  Ambrofe  and 
Mr.  Gee .  He  was  a  moderate  prefbyterian,  and  left  behind 
him  fome  praftical  and  controverfial  writings.  Mr.  Fuller 
fays, ||  he  was  fo  much  of  a  chriftian,  fcholar,  and  gentleman, 
that  lie  could  agree  in  affection  with  thofe  who  differed  from 
him  in  judgment.  Ele  died  at  his  parfonage  at  Winwick  in 
the  fixty-firft  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  his  own 
church,  Sept.  29,  1659. 

The  reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Cawton ,  born  at  Raynham  in 
Norfolk,  and  educated  in  Queen’s  college,  Cambridge;  he 
was- afterwards  minifler  of  Wivenhoe  in  Eflex,  1637,  and 
at  laft  of  St.  Bartholomew  behind  the  Exchange.  He  was 
(fays  the  Oxford  hiftorianf )  a  learned  and  religious  purltau, 
driven  into  exile  for  preaching  again!!  the  murder  of  king 
Charles,  I.  and  for  being  in  the  fame  plot  with  Mr.  Love , 
for  raifing  money  to  Ripply  the  army  of  king  Charles  II. 
when  he  was  coining  into  England  to  recover  his  right.  He 


#  Wood’s  Athene  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  15 1,  2. 
oiler’s  Worthies,  p.  205.  f  Wood’s  Athens;  Ox.  vol.  ii.  p.  432. 
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fled  to  Rotterdam,  and  became  preacher  to  the  Englilh 
church  there,  where  he  died  Auguft  7,  1659?  1,1  the  fifty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age.§ 

The  new  year  [1660]  began  with  the  reftoration  of  king 
Charles  II.  to  the  throne  of  his  anceflors.  The  long  parliament 
diffolved  themfelves  March  16,  and  while  the  people  were 
bufy  in  choofing  a  new  one,  general  Monk  was  "courted  by  all 
parties.  The  republicans  endeavoured  to  fix  him  for  a  com¬ 
monwealth  ;  the  French  ambsfiador  offered  him  the  afliflance 
of  France,  if  he  would  affume  the  government  cither  as  king 
or  proledor,  which,  it  is  faid,  he  would  have  accepted,  if  fir 
Anthony  A/hley  Cooper  had  not  prevented  it,  by  fummoning 
him  before  the  council,  and  keeping  the  doors  locked  till 
he  had  taken  away  the  commiflions  from  fome  of  his  mofl 
trufty  officers,  and  given  them  to  others  of  the  council’s 
nomination.  But  be  this  at  it  will,  it  is  certain  Monk,  had 
not  as  yet  given  the  king  any  encouragement  to  rely  uppn 
him,  though  his  majefty  had  fent  him  a  letter  as  long  ago  as 
July  21,  1659,  by  an  exprefs  meffenger,  with  the  largeft 
offers  of  reward.  < 

The  prefbyterians  were  now  in  poffeffion  of  the  whole 
power  of  England;  the  council  of  liate,  the  chief  officers 
of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  governors  of  the  chief  forts 
and  garrifons,  were  theirs;  their  clergy  were  in  pofieffion  of 
both  univerfities,  and  of  the  beft  li vines  in  the  kingdom. 
There  was  hardly  a  loyalift,  or  profefled  epifcopalian,  in  any 
pod  of  honour  or  trull;  nor  had  the  king  any  number  of 
friends  capable!  of  promoting  his  reftoration,  for  there  was 
a  difabling  claufe  in  the  qualification  aft,  that  all  who  had 
been  in  arms  againfl  the  long  parliament ,  Jhould  be  disqualified 
from  ferving  in  the  next .  The  whole  government  therefore 
was  with  the  prefbyterians,  who  were  Ihy  of  the  indepen¬ 
dants  as  of  a  body  of  men  more  diftant  from  the  church, 

•  *  » 

§  Mr.  Cawton  had  few  equals  in  learning,  and  fearcely  a  funerior  in  piety. 
Thofe  great  works  the  Polyglot  Bible,  and  Dr.  CaftlPs  Polyglot  Lexicon , 
owed  much  to  his  encouragement  and  exertions.  It  (hewed  a  moft  deep 
ferioufnefs  of  fpirit,  though  probably  mingled  with  fu perditions  notions  of 
the  Lord’s  (upper,  that  he  fainted,  when  he  frrft  received  it;  •  nd  he  ever 
afterwards  exprefled,  at  that  folemnity,  the  profoundc^  reverence  and  moll 
elevated  devotion*  Granger’s  Hid.  of  England,  yol,  iii.  8vo.  p,  47.  Ed. 

and 
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and  more  inclined  to  a  commonwealth.  They  were  no  lefs 
vigilant  to  keep  out  of  parliament  the  republicans  of  all  iorts5 
fome  of  whom,  fays  Burnet  *  ran  about  every  where  like 
men  that  were  giddy  or  amazed,  but  their  time  was  part. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  fecretly  courted  the  epifcopalians, 
who  difperfed  papers  among  the  people,  protefting  their  re- 
folutions  to  forget  all  paft  injuries,  and  to  bury  all  rancour, 
malice,  and  animofities,  under  the  foundation  of  his  majefty3s 
reiteration.  cc  We  refie£t  (lay  they)  upon  our  fufferings 
“  as  from  the  hand  of  God,  and  therefore  do  not  cherifh 
“  any  violent  thoughts  or  inclinations  againft  any  perfons 
"  whatfoever  who  have  been  inftrumental  in  them;  and  if 
the  indifcretion  of  any  particular  perfons  fhall  tranfport 
“  them  to  expreffions  contrary  to  this  general  fenfe,  we  fhall 
“  difclaim  them.”f  This  was  figned  by  eighteen  noblemen, 
and  about  fifty  knights  and  gentlemen.  [  Dr.  Morley  and 

fome  of  his  brethren  met  privately  with  the  prefbyterian  mi- 
nifters,  and  made  large  profeffions  of  lenity  and  moderation, 
but  without  defcending  to  particulars.  The  king  and  chan¬ 
cellor  Hyde  carried  on  the  intrigue.  The  chancellor  in  one 
of  his  letters  from  Breda,  dated  April  20,  1660,  fays,  that 
cc  the  king  very  well  approved  that  Dr.  Morley  and  fome  of 
his  brethren  fliould  enter  into  conferences,  and  have  fre¬ 
quent  converfation  with  the  prefbyterian  party,  in  order 
to  reduce  them  to  fuch  a  temper  as  is  confident  with  the 
good  of  the  church  ;  and  it  may  be  no  ill  expedient  (fays 
cs  he)  to  affure  them  of  prefent  good  preferments;  but  in 
my  opinion  you  fliould  rather  endeavour  to  win  over  thofe 
who,  being  recovered,  will  both  have  reputation,  and  de- 
cc  fire  to  merit  from  the  church,  than  be  over-folicitous  to 
comply  with  the  pride  and  paffion  of  thofe  who  propofe 
“  extravagant  tilings.' Such  was  the  fpirit  or  profeffions 
of  the  church  party,  while  they  were  decoying  the  others 
into  the  fnare!  The  prefbyterian  minifters  did  not  want  for 
cautions  from  the  indeoendants  and  others,  not  to  be  too 
forward  in  trufling  their  new  allies,  but  they  would  neither 
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*  Hillory,  vol.  i.  p.  123,  i2mo. 
f  Baxter,  p.  216,  218.  Hiftory  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  458. 

||  Kenneth  Chron.  p.  121,  144.  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p,  217. 
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hear,  fee,  or  believe,  till  it  was  too  late.  They  valued  them- 
felves  upon  their  fuperior  influence,  and  from  an  ambitious 
defire  of  grafping  all  the  merit  and  glory  of  the  reftoration 
to  themfelves,  they  would  fuffer  none  to  aft  openly  with 
them,  but  defired  the  epifcopal  clergy  to  lie  If  ill  lor  fear  of 
the  people,  and  leave  the  condufting  this  great  affair  to  the 
hands  it  was  in. 

Accordingly  the  prefbyterian  minifters  wrote  to  their  friends 
in  their  feveral  counties,  to  be  careful  that  men  of  repub¬ 
lican  principles  might  not  be  returned  to  ferve  in  the  next 
parliament,  f 6  that  in  fome  counties  the  elections  fell  upon 
men  void  of  all  religion.  And  in  other  places  the  people 
broke  through  the  difabling  caufe.  Dr.  Harwich  fays,  they 
paid  no  regard  to  it;  and  Monk  declared,  that  if  the  people 
made  ufe  of  their  natural  rights  in  choofmg  whom  they 
thought  fit,  without  referve,  no  injury  fhould  be  done  them.  , 
So  that  when  the  houfcs  met  it  was  evident  to  all  wife  men 
it  would  be  a  court  parliament. 

But  the  Scots  were  more  Heady  to  the  covenant ,  and  fent 
over  the  reverend  Mr.  Jatnes  Sharp ,  with  the  earls  of  Craw¬ 
ford  and  Lauderdale  to  Holland,  humbly  to  put  his  maiefly 
in  mind,  that  the  kirk  of  Scotland  expected  protection  upon 
the  footing  of  the  prefbyterian  eftabliffiment,  without  in¬ 
dulgence  to  feftaries .  Their  brethren  in  the  north  of  Ire¬ 
land  joined  in  the  addrefs  to  the  fame  purpofe:  And  fome 
of  the  Engl  iff  prefbyterians  were  of  the  fame  mind;  ten 
of  whom  met  the  Scots  commiflioners  at  London,  and  made 
earned:  applications  to  the  general,  not  to  reffore  the  king 
but  upon  the  concefiions  made  by  his  father  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight. §  But  this  was  only  the  refolution  of  a  few;  the  ma¬ 
jority  (lays  Mr.  Sharp)  were  for  moderate  epifcopacy,  upon 
the  fcheme  of  archbifhop  UJJjer ,  and  therefore  willing  to 
hearken  to  an  accommodation  with  the  church.  Dr.  Bar- 
wick  adds,^  What  the  prefbyterians  aimed  at,  who  were 
<c  now  fuperior  to  the  independants ,  was,  that  all  matters 
€C  fhould  be  fettled  accofding  to  the  treaty  of  the  Ifle  of 
“  Wight,55  which  gave  the  court  a  fair  opportunity  of  re¬ 
ferring  all  church  matters  to  a  conciliatory  fynod,  the  divines 
of  each  party  to  be  fummoned  when  the  king  fhould  be 
§  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  501,  104,  iio.  *  Life,  p.  256. 
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lettled  on  his  throne.  This  was  the  bait  that  was  laid  for 
the  prefbyterians,  and  was  the  ruin  of  their  caufe.  The 
Scots  kirk  flood  to  their  principles,  and  would  have  bid  de¬ 
fiance  to  the  old  clergy,  but  Mr.  Calamy,  Manton,  and  AJh, 
mjoimed  tnem,  in  the  ilame  of  the  London  minillers,  that 
the  general  flreani  and  current  being  for  the  old  prelacy, 
in  its  pomp  and  height,  it  was  in  vain  to  hope  for  eftablifh- 
prelbjteiy,  which  made  them  lay  afide  the  thoughts  of 
it,  and  fly  to  archbiflrop  UJloer’s  moderate  epifcopacy.  Thus 
they  were  beaten  from  their  firfl  works. 

But  if  the  tide  was  fo  ftrong  agamfl  them,  lhould  they 
have  opened  the  fluices  and  L  in  the  enemy  at  once,  without 
a  Angle  article  of  capitulation?  It  is  hard  to  account  for  this 
conduct  of  the  prefbyterians,  without  impeaching  their  un- 
derfeandings.  Indeed  the  epifcopal  clergy  gave  them  good 
woids,  a  flaring  them,  that  all  things  fhould  be  to  their  minds 
when  the  king  was  reflored;  and  that  their  relying  upon  the 
loyal  word,  would  be  a  mark  of  confidence  which  'his  majefly 
,  would  arways  remember,  and  would  do  honour  to  the  king, 
who  had  been.fo  long  neglected.  But  fhould  this  have  in¬ 
duced  the  miniflers  to  give  up  a  caufe  that  had  cofl  fo  much 
treafure  and  blood,  and  become  humble  petitioners,  to  thofe 
who  were  now  almoft  at  their  mercy  ?  For  they  could  not 
but  be  lenfible,  that  the  old  conflitution  mull  return  with  the 
.  king,  that  diocefan  epifcopacy  was  the  only  legal  eflablifh- 
ment,  that  all  which  had  been  done  in  favour  of  prefbytery 
not  having  had  the  royal  affent,  was  void  in  law,  therefore 
they  and  their  friends  who  had  not  epifcopal  ordination 
and  induction  into  their  livings,  mufl  be  looked  upon  as  in¬ 
truders,  and  not  legal  miniflers  of  the  church  of  England. 

But  notwithflanding  this  infatuation,  and  vain  confidence 
in  the  court  and  the  clergy,  Mr.  Eachard  would  fet  afide  all 
their  merit,  bv  faying,  “  Whatever  the  prefbyterians  did  in 
«  this  affair,  was  principally  to  relieve  themfelves  from  the 
opprefiion  of  the  independants ,  who  had  wrefted  the 
cc  power  out  of  their  hands,  and  not  out  of  any  affe&ion  to 
the  king  and  church/’  Direftly  contrary  to  his  ma- 
jeffy’s  declaration  concerning  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  which 
fays,  cc  When  we  were  in  Holland  we  were  attended  with 

||  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  228. 
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a  many  grave  and  learned  minifters  of  the  prefbyterian-per- 
“  fuafion,  whom  to  our  great  fatisfaftion  and  comfort  we 
found  to  be  full  of  affection  to  us ,  of  zeal  for  the  peace  of 
1  “  the  church  and  ftate ,  and  neither  enemies  (as  they  have  been 
«  given  out  to  be)  to  epifcopacy  or  liturgy/'  Biiliop  Burnet 
acknowledges,*  that  many  of  the  prefbyterian  minifters, 
chiefly  in  the  city  of  London,  had  gone  into  the  defign  of 
the  reftoration  in  fo  fignal  a  manner,  and  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  they  had  great  merit,  and  a  juft  title  to  very  high  pre¬ 
ferments.  Mr.  Baxter f  gives  the  following  reafons  of  their 
-  conduct.  “  The  prefbyterians  (fays  he)  were  influenced  by 
“  the  covenant,  by  which,  and  by  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
■«  to  the  king  and  his  heirs,  they  apprehended  themfelves 
“  bound  to  do  their  utmoft  to  reftore  the  king,  let  the  event 
be  what  it  will.”  But  then  he  adds,  u  Mofl  of  them  had 
€C  great  expectations  of  favour  and  refpeft;  and  becaufe  the 
66  king  had  taken  the  covenant,  they  hoped  he  would  re- 
move  fubfcriptions,  and  leave  the  common-prayer  and  ce- 
remonies  indifferent;  that  they  might  not  be  caff  out  of 
the  churches.  Some,  who  were  lefs  fanguine,  depended 
<c  on  fuch  a  liberty  as  the1  proteftants  had  in  France;  but 
others,  who  were  better  acquainted  with  the  principles  and 
tempers  of  the  prelates,  declared  that  they  expected  to 
be  filenced,  imprifoned,  and  baniflied,  but  yet  they  would 
do  their  parts  to  reftore  the  king,  becaufe  no  forefeen  ill 
confequence  ought  to  hinder  them  from  doing  their  duty.” 
Surely  thefe  were  better  chriftians  than  cafuifts !  When  the 
minifters  waited  on  his  majefty  in  Holland,  he  gave  them 
fuch  encouraging  promifes,  (fays  Mr.  Baxter )  as  raifed  in 
fome  of  them  high  expectations.  When  he  came  to  White¬ 
hall  he  made  ten  of  them  his  chaplains;  and  when  he  went 
to  the  houfe  to  quicken  the  palling  the  aft  of  indemnity, 
he  faid,  “  My  lords,  if  you  do  not  join  with  me  in  extin- 
“  guifhing  this  fear,  which  keeps  the  hearts  of  men  awake, 
cc  you  keep  me  from  performing  my  promife,  which  if  I  had 
6C  not  made,  neither  I  nor  you  had  been  now  here.  I pray 
let  us  not  deceive  thofe  who  brought  or  permitted  us  to  come 
hither,  ”  Here  is  a  royal 'declaration,  and  yet  all  came  to 
•nothing.  The  reader  will  judge  hereafter  who  were  mofl 
*  Vol.  i.  p.  259,  f  Life,  p.  216. 
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to  blame,  the  epifcopal  party,  for  breaking  through  fo  many 
ioiemn  vows  and  protections;  or  the  prefbyterians,  for 

ringing  m  the  kmg  without  a  previous  treaty,  and  truftinp- 
a  let  of  men,  whom  they  knew  to  be  their  implacable  ene¬ 
mies.  1  can  think  of  no  decent  excufe  for  the  former;  and 
tae  beh  apology  that  can  be  made  for  the  latter  is,  that  molt 

or  tiiem  lived  long  enough  to  fee  their  error  and  heartily 
repent  it.  J 

In  the  interval  between  the  diffolution  of  the  long  parlia¬ 
ment^  and  the  meeting  of  the  convention  which  brought  in 
tnc  king,  general  Monk ,  feeing  which  way  the  tide  ran,  fell 
m  with  the.ftream,  and  ventured  to  correfpond  more  freely 
with  ine  king  by  fir  j.  Grenville ,  who  brought  the  general 
a  letter,  and  was  lent  back  with  an  affurance'that  he°would 
lerve  his  majefty  in  the  belt  manner  he  could.  He- defined 
t  e  king  to  remove  out  of  the  Spanifh  dominions,  and  pro- 
rnnec,  that  if  his  majefty  wrote  letters  to  the  parliament,  he 
would  deliver  them  at  the  opening  of  the  feffions.  Bilhop 
bur  net ^  fays,  that  he  had  like  to  have  let  the  honour  flip 

througn  his  fingers,  and  that  a  very  fmall  fhare  of  it  really 
belonged  to  him.*  . 

The  convention  met  April  25,  the  earl  of  Manchefter 
being chofen  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  fir  Harbottle 
Gr  wifi  one  of  the  commons.  At  the  opening  the  feffions  Dr. 
Reynolds  preached  before  the  houfes.  April  30  was  ap¬ 
pointed  rox  a  fak,  when  Dr.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Hardy  preached 
before  the  lords,  and  Dr.  Gauden ,  Mr.  Calamy ,  and  Baxter , 
before  the  commons  ;  all  except  Gauden  of  the  prefbyterian. 
party.  Lord  Clarendon  fays,'  the  prefbyterian  party  in  the 
houfr  were  rather  troublefome  than  powerful ;  but  others 
With  great  piooabihty  affinn,  that  the  body  of  the  commons 
were  at  find  of  that  party.  Next  day  after  the  faff,  the  king 
by  the  advice  of  the  general,  haying  removed  privately  to 
Bieda,  and  addiefled  letters  to  both  houfes;  the  general 
flood  up  and  acquainted  the  fpeaker,  that  one  fir  f.  Grenville 
had  brought  him  a  letter  from  the  king,  but  that  he  had  not 
prefumed  to  open  it;  and  that  the  fame  gentleman  attended 
4it  the  door  with  another  to  the  houfe.  Sir  'fohn  was  im¬ 
mediately  called  in,  and  having  delivered  his  letter  at  the  bar 

*  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  123. 
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withdrew,  and  carried  another  to  the  loids.§  The  letter 
contained  an  eameft  invitation  to  the  commons  to  return  to 
their  duty,  as  the  only  way  to  a  fettled  peace;  his  majefty 
promifing  an  act  of  oblivion  for  what  was  pafr,  and  ail  the 
fecurity  they  could  delire  'for  their  liberties  and  properties, 
and  the  rights  of  parliament,  for  the  iuture. 

Under  the  fame  cover  was  inclofed  his  nrajeft-y’s  declara¬ 
tion  from  Breda,  granting  “  a  general  pardon  to  all  his  loving 
“  fubjefts  who  fliolild  lay  hold  of  it  within  forty  days,  ex- 
“  cept  fuch  who  fliould  be  excepted  by  parliament.  Tlipfe 
«  only  excepted,  (fays  he)  let  all  our  fubjefts,  how  faulty 
“  foever,  rely  upon  the  word  of  a  king  folemnly  given,  that 
“  no  crime  committed  againft  us,  or  our  royal  father,  fliall 
«  ever  be  brought  into  queftion  to  the  prejudice  of  their 
,  “  lives,  eftates,  or  reputation.  We  do  alfo  declare  a  liberty 
‘£  to  tender  consciences ,  and  that  no  man  Jhall  be  dif quieted  or 
“  called  in  queftion  for  differences  of  opinion  in  matters  of  re- 
“  ligion ,  which  do  not  diflurb  the  peace  cf  the  kingdom.  And 
“  we  fliall  be  ready  to  confent  to  fuch  an  aft  of  parliament 
“  as  upon  mature  deliberation  fliall  be  offered  to  us  for  the 
“  full  granting  that  indulgence. — ”  Upon  reading  thefe 

00  o  L  CJ 

letters,  the  commotu  voted,  that  according  to  the  ancient  con- 
ftitution,  the  government  of  this  kingdom  is,  and  ought  to 
be,  by  king,  lords,  and  commons;  and  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  draw  up  a  dutiful  letter,  inviting  his  majefty  to 
return  to  his  dominions:.  Money  wTas  voted  to  defray  his 
expences;  a  deputation  of  lords  and  commons  was  fent  to 
attend  his  majefty;  and  the  fleet  was  ordered  to  convey 
him  home.  Sir  Matthew  Hale  moved,  that  a  committee 
might  be  appointed  to  review  the  propofitions  of  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  and  was  feconded  in  the  motion,;  but  Monk ,  who 
was  prepared  for  fuch  a  motion,  flood  up  and  faid,  cc  the 
u  nation  was  now  quiet,  but  there  were  many  incendiaries 

upon  the  watch  trying  where  they  could  lirft  raife  a  flame; 

§  Two  days  after  fir  John  Grenville  received  the  thanks  cf  the  houfe, 
for  delivering  the  king’s  letter,  in  a  high  drain  of  joy  and  adulation :  and 
the  houfe  voted  him  500L  to  buy  a  jewel,  as  a  badge  of  the  honour  due 
to  the  perfon  whom  “  the  king  had  honoured  to  be  the  mefienger  of  his 
“  gracious  meftage.”  The  city  of  London  alfo  prefented  to  him  and  lord 
Mor daunt,  who  brought  them  his  majefty ’s  letter,  300I.  to  buy  them  rings. 
Dr.  Grey’s  Examination,  yol.iii.  p.  260,  61,  and  note  (°).  Ed. 
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^  tnat  he  could  not  anfwer  for  the  peace  of  the  kingdom 
CC  or  army^  ^  any  delays  were  put  to  the  fending  for  the 
“  kmg*  What  need  is  there  6f  it,  (fays  he)  when  he  is  to 
bring  neither  arms  nor  treafure  along  with  him.”  He 
l-ien  added,  that  he  fliould  lay  the  blame  of  all  the  blood 
mifchief  that  might  f  ollow,  on  the  heads  of  thofe  who 
cr>  mould  infill  upon  any  motion  that  might  retard  the  prefent 
fen :ement  of  the  nation.55-}-  Which  frightened  the  houfe 
into  compliance.  And  this  was  all  the  fervice  general 
jslonk  did  towards  tne  king’s  reiteration,  for  which  he  was 
rewaided  wim  a  garter ,  a  dukedom,  a  great  ejlate  in  land , 

and  xvii .o  one  of  the  higheft  pcfts  of  honour  and  profit  in  the 
kingdom, 

1  mis  v  as  the  king  voted  home  in  a  hurry,  which  was 
owing  to  the  flattering  reprefentations  made  by  lord  Claren 
don  in  his  letters  of  the  king’s  good-nature,  virtue,  probity, 
and  application  to  bufinefs ;  jj  fo  that  when  the  earl  of  South¬ 
ampton  faw  afterwards  what  the  king  was  like  to  prove,  he 
faid  once  in  great  wrath  to  the  chancellor ,  u  that  it  was  to 
him  they  owed  all  they  either  felt  or  feared;  for  if  he  had 
4C  not  poffeffed  them  in  ail  his  letters  withfuch  an  opinion  of 
cc  the  king,  they  would  have  taken  care  to  have  put  it  out  of 
his  power  either  to  do  himfelf  or  them  any  mifchief,  which 
“  was  like  to  be  the  effeft  of  their  trading  him  fo  entirely.” 
To  which  Hyde  anfwered,  that  “  he  thought  the  king  had 
cc  fo  true  a  judgment,  and  fo  much  good-nature,  that  when 
“  the  age  of  pleafure  fliould  be  over,  and  the  idlenefs  of  his 


<c  exile,  which  made  him  feek  new  diverfions  for  want  of 
“  other  employment,  was  turned  to  an  obligation  to  mind 
cc  affairs,  then  he  would  have  fhaken  off  thefe  entangle- 
cc  ments.”  But  here  the  chancellor  was  miflaken. 

When  the  lords  and  commons  fent  over  a  deputation  to 
the  king  at  Breda,  the  London  minifters  moved  that  a  pafs 
might  be  granted  to  fome  of  their  number,  to  wait  upon  his 
majefty  with  an  addrefs  from  their  brethren;  accordingly 
Dr.  Reynolds ,  Dr.  Spurftow ,  Mr.  Calamy ,  Mr.  Hall ,  Mr. 
Manton ,  and  Mr.  Cafe,  were  delegated,  who  went  over  with 
three  or  four  attendants,  and  had  an  audience  May  17, 
wherein,  according  to  lord  Clarendon ,  “  they  magnified  their 


f  Burnet,  vol.  i,  p.  123,  4,  izmo.  ||  Clarendon,  p.  88,  89. 
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“  own,  and  the  affection  of  their  friends,  who  had  always 
“  wifhed  his  majefly’ s  reftoration,  according  to  the  covenant, 
“  and  had- lately  informed  the  people  of  their  duty  to  invite 
“  him  home.  They  thanked  God  for  his  majefty’s  conftancy 
“  to  the  proteftant  religion,  and  declared  themfelves  no  ene- 
44  mies  to  moderate  epifcopacy,  only  they  defired  that  fuch 
<c  things  might  not  be  prefled  upon  them  in  God’s  wrorfhip, 
“  which  in  their  judgments  that  ufed  them  were"  indifferent, 
44  but  by  others  were  held  to  be  unlawful.”*  But  the  tables 
were  now  turned:  The  king  fpoke  kindly  to  them,  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  their  fervices,  but  told  them,  he  would  refer  all 
to  the  wifdom  of  the  parliament.  At  another  audience  (if 
we  may  believe  the  noble  hiftorian)  they  met  with  very  dif¬ 
ferent  ufage;  for  when  they  intreated  his  majefly  at  his  fil'd 
landing  not  to  ufe  the  book  of  common-prayer  entire  and 
formally  in  his  chapel,  it  having  been  long  laid  afide,  the 
king  replied  with  forne  warmth,  44  that  while  he  gave  them 
44  liberty  he  would  not  have  his  own  taken  away.  That 
44  he  had  always  ufed  that  form  of  fen/ice  which  he  thought 
44  the  befl  in  the  world,  and  had  never  difcontinued  it  in 
44  places  where  it  was  more  difliked  than  he  hoped  it  was 
44  by  them.  That  when  he  came  into  England  he  fhould 
44  not  feverely  enquire  how  it  was  ufed  in  other  churches, 
44  but  he  w'ould  have  no  other  ufed  in  his  own  chapel. ”f 
They  then  befought  him  with  more  importunity,  that  the 
ufe  of  the  furplice  might  be  difcontinued  by  his  chaplains, 
becaufe  it  would  give  offence;  but  the  king  was  as  inexora¬ 
ble  in  that  point  as  the  other,  and  told  them,  that  it  was  a 
decent  habit,  and  had  been  long  ufed  in  the  church;  that 
it  had  been  (till  retained  by  hi\n,  and  that  he  would  never 
difcountenance  that  good  old  practice  of  the  church  in 
which  he  had  been  bred.  Mr.  Baxter  fays,  the  king  gave 
them  fuch  encouraging  promifes  of  peace,  as  raifed  fome  of 
them  to  high  expectations.  He  never  refufed  them  a  private 
audience  when  they  defired  it;  and  to  amufe  them  further, 
while  they  were  once  waiting  in  an  anti-chamber,  his  majefly 
faid  his  prayers  with  fuch  an  audible  voice  in  the  room  ad¬ 
joining,  that  the  minifters  might  hear  him ;  44  he  thanked 
44  God  that  he  was  a  covenanted  king;  that  he  hoped  the 
*  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  139.  Compl.  Hid.  p.  247. 
f  Kenner’s  Chron.  p.  152. 


44  Lord 
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“  Lord  would  give  him  an  humble,  meek,  forgiving  fpirit; 
“  that  he  might  have-  forbearance  towards  his  offending  fub- 

jc£ls,  as  he  expected  forbearance  from  offended  heaven. ’’ 
Upon  hearing  which  old  Mr.  Cafe  lifted  up  his  hands  to  hea- 
ven,§  and  blelfed  God  who  had  given  them  a  -praying  king. 

1  hough  the  bn'hops  held  a  private  correfpondence  with 
chancellor  Hyde ,  and  by  him  were  affured  of  the  king’s  fa¬ 
vour,  they  were  not  lefs  forward  than  the  prefbyterians  in 
their  application  to  his  majefly  himfelf;  for  while  he  re¬ 
mained  at  Breda,  Mr.  Barwick  was  fent  over  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inflruftions: —  r  ■ ...  r 

x.  He  was  to  wait  upon  the  right  honourable  the  lord 
chancellor  of  England,  and  beg  his  lordfhip’s  affiftance  to 
prefent  a  mod  humble  petition  to  his  majedy  in  the  name  of 
the  bifhops,  and  then  to  deliver  their  lordfhips’  letters  to  the 
chancellor,  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  to  thefe- 
cretary  of  date,  wherein  they  returned  thofe  great  men 
their  mod  thankful  acknowledgments,  for  their  piety  and 
affe&ion  to  the  church  in  the  late  mod  afiMed  date. 

2.  He  was  then  to  give  his  majedy  a  diflinct  account  of 
the  prefent  date  of  the  church  in  all  the  particulars  wherein 
Ins  majedy  dedred  to  be  informed;  and  to  bring  the  bifhops 
back  his  majedy’s  commands,  with  regard  to  all  that  fhould 
be  thought  proper  for  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  do. 

3.  He  was  humbly  to  afk  his  majedy’s  pleafure,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  fome  of  the  bidiops  waiting  on  the  fea-coad  to  pay 
their  duty  to  his  majedy,  when  by  God’s  bleffing  he  fhould 
foon  land  in  England;  and  whether  it  was  his  royal  pleafure, 
that  they  fhould  attend  him  there  in  their  epifcopal  habits; 


§  Mr.  Daniel  Dyke ,  who,  Toon  after  the  refforation,  voluntarily  reflgned 
the  living  of  Hadham-Magna  in  Hertfordfhire,  ffiewed  more  difeernment 
and  judgment.  For  when  Mr.  Cafe ,  to  induce  him  to  continue  in  it,  re¬ 
lated  the  king’s  behaviour,  and  argued  what  a  hopeful  profpeft  it  gave  them, 
Mr.  Dyke  wifely  anfwered,  “  That  they  did  but  deceive  and  flatter  them- 
felves ;  that  if  the  king  was  flneere  in  his  fliew  of  piety  and  great  refpeft 
“  for  them  and  their  religion ;  yet,  when  he  came  to  be  fettled,  the  party 
f1  that  had  formerly  adhered  to  him,  and  the  creatures  that  would  come  over 


“  with  him,  would  have  the  management  of  publick  affairs,  and  would  cir- 
“  cumvent  all  their  deflgns,  and  in  all  probability  not  only  turn  them. out, 
**  but  take  away  their  liberty  too.”  Crofby’s  Hiffory  of  the  Baptiffs,  vol. 
i.  p.  357,  and  Palmer’s  Nonconformiffs’  Memorial,  vol.  ii.  p.  43.  Ed. 
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and  at  what  time  and  place,  and  how  many,  and  which  of 
them  his  majefty  pleafed  fliould  wait  his  arrival. 

4.  He  was  alfo  to  enquire  concerning  the  number  of  his 
majefty’s  chaplains;  whether  any  of  them,  befides  thofe  in 
waiting,  fliould  attend  his  arrival  upon  the  coaft;  and  to 
beg  that  his  majefty  would  vouchfafe  to  appoint  how  many, 
and  who. 

5.  He  was  moft  humbly  to  befeech  his  majefty,  that  if 
Dr.  Lufhington ,  formerly  the  king’s  chaplain,  fliould  offer 
to  officiate  in  that  capacity,  his  majefty  would  be  pleafed  not 
to  indulge  him  in  that  favour,  till  enquiry  fliould  be  made 
concerning  his  fufpefted  faith  and  principles.  [He  was  a 
focinian 

6.  Since  it  has  been  cuftomary  for  our  kings  to  celebrate 
publick  thankfgivings  in  St.  Paul’s  cathedral,  he  was  hum¬ 
bly  to  befeech  his  majefty,  to  fignify  what  was  his  royal 
pleafure  in  this  behalf,  confldering  the  ruinous  eftate  of  that 
church. 

7.  His  laft  inftruftion  was  to  give  a  juft  and  due  account 
to  his  majefty,  why  the  affair  of  filling  up  the  vacant  fees 
had  met  with  no  better  fuccefs. 

Mr.  j Barwick  was  moft  gracioufly  received  by  the  king 
and  his  minifters,  and  the  Sunday  after  his  arrival  at  Breda 
was  appointed  to  preach  before  his  majefty.*  The  court  was 
as  yet  very  much  upon  their  guard  with  refpeft  to  the  pref- 
byterians;  but  the  flames  began  to  kindle  at  home;  the  epis¬ 
copal  clergy  not  obferving  any  meafures  of  prudence  in 
their  fermons;  Dr.  Griffith,  having  preached  an  angry  fermon 
before  the  general  at  Mercers-Hall,  March  2.7,  on  Prov. 
xxiv.  21.  My  fon,  fear  thou  the  Lord  and  the  king,  and  med¬ 
dle  not  with  them  that  are  given  to  change ,  was  for  a  pretence 
confined  to  Newgate,  but  in  a  few  days  was  releafed,  and 

publifhed  his  fermon  with  a  dedication  to  the  general. _ 

Others  in  their  fermons  took  upon  them  to  threaten  thofe 
who  had  hitherto  had  the  power  in  their  hands ;  of  which 
the  king  being  advifed,  commanded  chancellor  Hyde  to  ac¬ 
quaint  his  correspondents,  that  he  was  extremely  apprehen- 
five  of  inconvenience  and  mifchief  to  the  church  and  him- 
felf,  from  offences  of  that  kind,  and  ordered  him  to  defire 

*  Life  of  Barwick,  p.  519,  note. 
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Mr.  Bar  wick  and  Dr.  Morley  to  ufe  their  credit  and  autho¬ 
rity  with  fuch  men,  and  to  let  them  know  from  his  majefty 
the  tendernefs  of  the  conjuncture.  The  chancellor  accord¬ 
ingly,  in  his  letter  from  Breda,  April  16,  1660,  wrote  the 
king’s  fenfe,  and  added,  that  if  occafion  required  they  were 
to  fpeak  to  the  bifhops  of  Ely  and  Salifbury  to  interpofe 
their  authority,  to  conjure  thefe  men,  to  make  a  better  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  feafon,  and  not  to  awaken  thofe  jealoufies  and 
apprehenfions  which  all  men  fh'ould  endeavour  to  extinguifli. 
“  And  truly  I  hope,  (fays  the  chancellor)  if  faults  of  this 
“  kind  are  not  committed,  that  both  the  church  and  the 
<c  kingdom  will  be  better  dealt  with  than  is  imagined;  and 
“  I  am  confident  thefe  good  men  will  be  more  troubled  that 
“  the  church  fhould  undergo  a  new  fiiffering  by  their  in- 
“  difcretion,  than  for  all  that  they  have  Suffered  hitherto 
cc  themfelves.” 

The  clouds  gathering  thus  thick  over  the  late  managers, 
every  one  began  to  fhift  for  himfelf.  Richard  Crom¬ 
well  refigned  his  chancellorfhip  of  the  university  of  Oxford 
the  very  day  the  king  was  invited  home,  and  retired  beyond 
fea :  he  had  offered  to  relinquifli  it  when  he  was  diverted 
of  the  proteftorfliip,  as  appears  by  his  letter  on  that  occa¬ 
fion,  which  fays, — “  You  ffiould  have  had  fuller  experience 
of  my  high  efteem  for  learning  and  learned  men,  if  Pro- 
cc  vidence  had  continued  me  in  my  high  ftation;  but  as  I  ac- 
<c  cepted  of  the  honour  of  being  your  chancellor  in  order 
to  promote  your  profperity,  I  affure  you  I  will  divert  my- 
“  felf  of  the  honour  when  it  will  contribute  to  your  advan- 
u  tage.”#  Accordingly,  as  foon  as  the  king’s  return  was 
voted,  he  fent  them  the  following  rellgnation : 

C£  Gentlemen ,  , 

I  SHALL  always  retain  a  hearty  fenfe  of  my  former 
cc  obligations  to  you,  in  your  free  eleftion  of  me  to  the 
C£  office  of  your  chancellor;  and  it  is  no  fmall  trouble  to  my 
thoughts,  when  I  confider  how  little  ferviceable  I  have 
been  to  you  in  that  relation.  But  fince  the  all-wife  pro- 
vidence  of  Cod,  which  I  defire  always  to  adore,  and  bow 
down  unto,  has  been  pleafed  to  change  my  condition, 

C  1  ,  '  >  . 

*  Rennet’s  Chron.  p.  141. 

“  that 
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“  that  I  am  not  in  a  capacity  to  anfwer  the  ends  of  the  of- 
“  fice. — I  do  therefore  mod  freely  refign,  and  give  up  all 
“  my  right  and  intereft  therein,  but  ihail  always  retain  my 
«  affeflion  and  die  cm  for  you,  with  my  prayers  for  your 
«  continual  profperity,  that,  amidft  the  many  examples  of  the 
“  inftability  and  revolutions  of  human  affairs,  you  may  Hill 
«  abide  flourifhing  and  fruitful.  Gentlemen ,  • 

“  Hurfley,  “  Tour  affectionate  friend  and  fervant , 

«  May  8,  1660.  “  Rich.  Cromwell.” 

Thus  Richard  went  off  the  flage  of  publick  aftion.  “  As 
“  he  was  innocent  of  all  the  evil  his  father  had  done  (fays 
“  Burnet *)  fo  there  was  no  prejudice  laid  againft  him.  Upon 
“  his  advancement  to  the  proteftorfhip,  the  city  of  London, 
“  and  almolt  all  the  counties  of  England,  fent  him  addreffes 
“  of  congratulation;  but  when  he  found  the  times  too  boif- 

terous  he  readily  withdrew,  and  became  a  private  man; 
<c  and  as  he  had  done  no  hurt  to  any  body,  fo  no-body  ever 
“  ftudied  to  hurt  him.  A  rare  inftance  of  the  inftabiiity  of 
“  human  greatnefs;  and  of  the  fecurity  of  innocence!55  In 
his  younger  years  he  had  not  all  that  zeal  for  religion  as  was 
the  fafliion  of  the  times;  but  thofe  who  knew  him  well  in 
the  latter  part  of  life  have  affured  me,  that  he  was  a  perfect 
gentleman  in  his  behaviour,  well  acquainted  with  publick 
affairs,  of  great  gravity,  and  real  piety  ;  but  fo  very  modefl, 
that  he  would  not  be  diftinguifhed  or  known  by  any  name 
but  the  feigned  one  of  Mr.  Clarke. \  He  died  at  Theobalds 
about  the  year  1712. 

The  king  landed  at  Dover,  May’ 26,  and  came  the  fame 
night  to  Canterbury,  where  he  refled  the  next  day,  and 
on  Tuefday,  May  29,  rode  in  triumph  with  his  two  brothers, 
through  the  city  of  London  to  Whitehall,  amidft  the  ac¬ 
clamations  of  an  innumerable  croud  of  fpeftators.J  As  he 

'  *  Barnet,  vcl.  i.  p.  116,  17. 

f  Under  this  name  he  lived,  for  fome  years,  privately  at  Hurfley  about 
feven  miles  from  Romfey,  now  the  feat  of  fir  Thomas  Heathccte ,  bart.  and 
attended  the  meeting-houfe  in  Romfey.  The  pew  in  which  he  ufed  to  fit 
is  ftill  in  being,  and  preferved  entire  at  the  church’s  removal  to  their  new 
houfe,  as  a  relick  worthy  of  notice.  Mr.  Thompfon’s  MS.  Uolle&ions, 
under  the  word  Romsey.  Ed. 

X  Dr.  Grey ,  gives  from  Eachard  and  Heath ,  a  defeription  of  the  pro- 
ceffion.  Ej>. 
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paffed  along,  old  Mr.  Arthur  Jackfon ,  an  eminent  prefbyte- 
nan  mmifter,  prefented  his  majefty  with  a  rich  emboffed  bibie, 
'which  he  was  pieafed  to  receive,  and  to  declare  it  his  refo-f 
lution  to  make  that  book  the  rule  of  his  conduft.* 

T.  wo  dajs  after  the  king  s  arrival  at  Whitehall,  his  majefty 
went  to  the  lioufe  of  peers,  and  after  a  jfhort  congratulatory 
fpeech  paffcd  an  acl,  turning  the  prefent  convention  into  a 
parliament.  After  winch  the  hoiifes  for  themfelves,  and  all 
the  commons  of:  England,  laid  hold  of  his  majefty5 s  moft 
gracious  pardon,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an 
aft  of  indemnity  for  all  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  commotions,  except  the  late  king’s  judges,  and  two 
or  three  others. 

Mad  the  directions  given  for  the  choice  of ,  this  parliament 
been  obferved,  no  royalift  could  have  fat  in  the  houfe;  how¬ 
ever,  their  numbers  were  i  neon  {id  era  b  1  e ;  the  convention  was 
a  prejhyterian  parliament ,  and  had  the  courage  to  avow  the 
juft  ice  and  lawfulnefs  of  taking  arms  againft  the  late  king 
till  the  year  1648;!  for  when  Mr.  Lenthall ,  fpeaker  of  the 
long  parliament,  in  order  to  fliew  the  fmcerity  of  his  repent¬ 
ance,  had  faid,  that  he  that  firft  drew  his  j word  againji  the 
:  late  king, ,  committed  as  great  an  offence  as  he  that  cut  off  his 
head;  he  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  received  the  follow¬ 
ing  reprimand  from  the  prefent  fpeaker,  by  order  of  the 
houfe. 


Six, 


-  *  ^  great  offence  at  what  you 

“  Have  faid,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  houfe,  contains 
cc  as  high  a  refleftion  upon  the  juftice  of  the  proceedings  of 
“  the  lords  and  commons  of  the  laft  parliament,  in  their  aft- 
“  mgs  before  1648,  as  could  be  expreffed.  They  appre- 
"  hend  there  is  much  poifon  in  the  faid  words,  and  that  they 
were  fpoken  out  of  defign  to  inflame,  and  to  render  them 
who  dr  eve  the  jword  to \  bring  delinquents  to  punijhment , 
<c  and  to  vindicate  their  juft  liberties ,  into  balance  with  them 
ct  who  cut  off  the  king’s  head;  of  which  they  exprefs  their 
€C  abhorrence  and  deteftation.  Therefore  I  am  commanded 
“  to  let  you  know,  that  had  thefe  words  fallen  out  at  any 


cc 


tt 


*  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  218. 


|  Eachard,  p,  765. 
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cc  other  time  in  this  parliament,  but  when  they  had  confide- 
u  rations  of  mercy  andindemnity,  you  might  have  expected  a 
lharper  and  feverer  fentence.  Neverthelefs,  I  am,  accord- 
cc  ing  to  command,  to  give  you  a  lharp  reprehenfion,  and  I 
“  do  as  lharply  and  feverely  as’ I  can  reprehend  you  for  it.” 

.  * 

But  it  was  to  little  purpofe  to  juftify  the  civil  war,  when 
they  were  yielding  up  all  they  had  been  contending  for  to 
the  court  $  j*  for  though  they  ftopt  Ihort  of  the  lengths  of  the 
next  parliament,  they  increafed  his  majelty's  revenues  fo 
much,  that  if  he  had  been  a  frugal  prince  he  might  have 
lived  without  parliaments  for  the  future.  The  reftoring  the 
king  after  this  manner  without  any  treaty,  or  one  Angle  ar¬ 
ticle  for  the  fecuring  men  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  religious 
and  civil  liberties,  was  (as  bilhop  Burnet  obferves*)  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  all  the  misfortunes  of  the  nation  under  this  reign. 
And  as  another  right  reverend  prelate  obferves,  the  reftora- 
tion  of  the  king  in  this  high  and  abfolute  manner,  laid  the 
foundation  of  all  the  king's  future  mifcarriages;  fo  that  if 
the  revolution  by  king  William  and  queen  Mary  had  not 
taken  place,  the  reiteration  had  been  no  bleffing  to  the 
nation. 

But  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  this,  was  not  a  legal 
parliament,  for  the  rump  had  no  power  to  appoint  keepers  cf 
the  liberties  of  England ;  nor  had  the  keepers  a  right  to  ilfue 
out  writs  for  election  of  a  new  parliament;  nor  could  the 
king's  writ,  without  the  fubfequent  choice  of  the  people, 
make  them  fo.  All  the  laws  therefore  made  by  this  conven¬ 
tion,  and  all  the  punilhments  infli&ed  upon  offenders  in  pur- 
fuance  of  them,  were  not  ftriftly  legal;  which  the  court  were 
fo.apprehenfive  of,  that  they  prevailed  with  the  next  parlia¬ 
ment  to  confirm  them.  When  this  convention  parliament 
had  fat  about  eight  months,  it  was  dilfolved  December  29, 
partly  becaufe  it  was  not  legally  chofen,  and  becaufe  it  was 
too  much  prefbyterian;  the  prime  minifter  [ 'Hyde ]  having 
now  formed  a  defign  in  concert  with  the  bilhops,  of  evacu¬ 
ating  the  church  of  all  the  prelbyterians. 

#  The  managing  prelbyterians  hill  buoyed  themfelves  up 
With  hopes  of  a  comprehenfion  within  the  church,  though 

f  Rapin,  p.  258.  *  Page  126. 
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they  had  parted  with  alt  their  weight  and  influence;  and 
from  directors  were  become  humble  fupplicants  to  thofe  very 
m-n  who  a  few  months  before  lay  at  their  feet.  They  had 
now  no  other  refuge  than  the  king’s  clemency,  which  was 
directed  by  chancellor  Hyde  and  the  bifliops;  but  to  keep 
them  quiet,  his  rn  ijefly  condefcended,  at  the  inftance  of  the 
earl  of  Manchejler ,  to  admit  ten  of  their  number  into  the 
lift  of  his  chaplains  in  ordinary,  viz. 


Dr.  Reynolds 
Dr.  Spurjlow 
Dr.  Wadis 
Dr.  M ant  on 
Dr.  Bates 


Mr.  C 


ailamy 
Mr.  Ajhe 
Mr.  Cafe 
Mr.  Baxter 
Mr.  Woodhridge.% 

Bw  none  of  theie  divines  were  called  to  preach  at  court, 
except  Dr.  Reynolds  ^  Dr.  Spurjlow y  Mr.  Cdlamy\  &nd  TAmBax- 
ter ,  each  cf  them  once.  Here  again  the  prefbyterians  were 
divided  m  their  podjticks,  fome  being  for  going  as  far  as 
they  could  with  the  court,  and  others  for  drawing  back. 
Of  the  former  fort  were  Mr.  Calamy,  Dr.  Reynolds ,  and  Mr. 
Afhe*  who  were  entirely  di refted  by  the  earl  of  Manchejler , 
and  had  frequent  aftembiies  at  liis  houfe;  to  them  were  joined 
Dr.  Bates ,  Dr.  M  ant  on ,  and  mod  of  the  city  minifters;  but 
Dr.  Seaman^  Mr.  Jenkins ,  and  others,  were  of  another  party; 
thefe  were  a  little  eftrariged  from  the  reft  of  their  brethren, 
and  meddled  not  with  politicks,  (fays  Mr.  Baxter *)  becaufe 
the  court  gave  them  no  encouragement,  their  defign  being 
only  to  divide  them  ;  but  the  former  had  more  confidence 
in  their  ioperiors,  and  carried  on  a  treaty,  till  by  force  and 
violence  they  were  beaten  out  ef  the  field. 

king’s  arrival  at  Whitehall,  the  liturgy  of  the 
church  of  England  was  reftored  in  his  majefty’s  chapel,  and 
in  feveral  churches  both  in  city  and  country;  for  it  was  juflly 
obierved,  that  all  afe  and  ordinances  of  the  long  parliament, 
which  had  not  the  royal  aflent,  were  in  themfelves  null,  and 
therefore  prelacy  was  frill  the  legal  eftablifhment,  and  the 
common-prayer  the  only  legal  form  of  worfhip,  and  that 
they  were  puniftiable  by  the  laws  of  the  land  who  officiated 
by  any  other.  The  king  in  his  declaration  had  defired,  that 

t  Kennefc’s  Chron.  p«  162.  #  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  229. 
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the  prefhyterians  would  read  fo  much  of  the  liturgy  as  they 
themfelves  had  110  exception  againft,  but  moft  of  them  de¬ 
clined  the  propofal.§  But  to  let  an  example  to  the  reft  of 
the  nation,  the  houfe  of  peers,  two  days  after  the  king  w7as 
proclaimed,  appointed  Mr.  Marjlon  to  read  divine  lervice 
before  them,  in  his  formalities,  according  to  the  common- 
prayer  book ;  and  the  Sunday  following  Dr.  Gauden  preach¬ 
ed,  and  adminiftered  the  facrament  to  feveral  of  the  peers, 
who  received  it  kneeling.  On  the  31ft  of  May  they  ordered, 
that  the  form  of  prayers  formerly  ufed,  fliould  be  conftantly 
read  in  theft  houfe,  provided  that  no  prejudice,  penalty,  or 
reflection,  (hall  be  on  any  who  are  not  prefan.  The  houfe 
of  commons  followed  the  example  of  the  lords;  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  many  of  the  parochial  clergy,  who  fcru-. 
pled  the  ufe  of  the  fervice-book,  were  profecuted  for  offend¬ 
ing  againft  the  ftatutes  made' in  that  behalf;  the  juftices  of 
the  peace  and  others  infilling,  that  the  laws  returned  with 
the  king,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be  difpenfed  with  in 
the  negleft  of  them. 

The  old  fequeftered  clergy  flocked  in  great  numbers  about 
the  court,  magnifying  their  fufferings,  and  making  intereft 
for  preferments ;  every  one  took  poffeflion  of  the  living  from 
which  he  had  been  eje<fted;  by  which  means  fome  hundreds 
of  the  prefbyterian  clergy  were  difpoffeffed  at  once.  Upon 
this  the  heads  of  that  party  waited  upon  the  kin?,  and 
prayed,  that  though  all  who  had  loft  their  livings  for  malig¬ 
nancy,  or  difaffeftion  to  the  late  powers,  were  reftored,  yet 
that  thofe  minifters  who  fucceeded  fuch  as*  had  been  eje&ed 
for fcandal ,  might  keep  their  places;  but  the  court  paid  no 
regard  to  their  petitions.  However,  where  the  incumbent 
was  dead,  his  majefty  yielded  that  the  living  fliould  be  con¬ 
firmed  to  the  prefen  t  poffeffor. 

The  heads  of  colleges  and  fellows  who  had  been  ejetted 
in  the  late  times,  wTere  no  lefs  forward  in  their  applications 
to  be  reftored ;  upon  which  the  parliament  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  leceive  their  petitions.  Dr.  Goodzvin  having  re- 
figned  his  prefidemftiip  of  Magdalen  college,  the  lords  or¬ 
dered,  u  that  Dr.  Oliver  be  reftored  in  as  full  and  ample 
“  manner  as  formerly  he  enjoyed  it,  till  the  pleafure  of  his 

§  Rennet’ s  Chron.  p.  432. 
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majefly  be  further  known.  And  the  three  fenior  fellows 
were  appointed  to  put  this  order  in  execution.”*  The  eject¬ 
ed  fellows  of  New  college,  Oxon,  petitioned  at  the  fame 
time  to  be  reftored;  upon  which  the  lords  ordered,  May  19, 
that  “  Robert  Grove,  John  Lampjhire ,  &c.  late  fellows  of 
New  college,  Oxon,  and  all  odiers  who  were  unjuftly 
cc  ejefted  out  of  their  fellowships,  be  forthwith  reftored; 

and  that  all  filch  fellows  as  have  been  admitted  contrary 
“  to  the  ftatute  be  forthwith  ejefted;  and  that  no  new  fel- 
lows  be  admitted  contrary  to  the  ftatutes.”§  And  to  pre¬ 
vent  further  applications  of  this  kind,  the  lords  paffed  this 
general  order,  June  4,  66  That  the  chancellors  of  both  uni- 
verfities  (hall  take  care,  that  the  feveral  colleges  in  the  faid 
univerfities  fhall  be  governed  according  to  their  refpeftive 
ftatutes;  and  that  fuch  perfons  who  have  been  unjuftly 
put  out  of  their  headfhips,  fellowfliips,  or  other  offices  re- 
cc  lating  to  the  feveral  colleges  or  univerfities,  may  be  re~ 
ftored  according  to  the  faid  ftatutes  of  the  univerfity,  and 
cc  founders  of  colleges  therein.” || 

Purfuant  to  this  order,  there  followed  a  very  confiderable 
change  in  both  univerfities,  commiffioners  being  appointed 
by  the  king  to  hear  and  determine  all  caufes  relating  to  this 
affair,  who  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and  September  reftored 
all  fuch  as  were  unmarried  to  their  refpeftive  places.  In  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  befides  Dr.  Oliver  already  mentioned, 
the  following  heads  of  colleges  were  reftored,  and  the  prer 
fent  poffeffors  ejefted. 


cc 


Heads  of  colleges 
reftored,  Aug.  3, 

Dr.  Hannibal  Potter , 
Dr.  Richard  Bayly , 
Dr.  Francis  Manfel , 
Dr.  Robert  New/in , 
Dr.  Gilbert  Sheldon , 
Dr.  Thomas  Tate , 


Prefident  of  In  the  place  of  beads 

ejefled, 

Trinity  coll.  Dr.  Seth  Ward 
St.John’s  coll.  Mr.  Thank .  Owen  * 
Jefus  college  Mr.  Fran.  Howel 
Corp.  Ch.coll.  Dr.  Edw.  Staunton 
All  Souls  coll.  Dr.  Meredith ,  dec . 


Br.  Nofe  coll.  Dr,  D .  Greenwood 
Mr.  Henry  Wightwick,  Pemb.  coll.  Dr.  Henry  Langley, 

JY*  Bf  This  Mr.  Wightwick  was  ejected  a  feconcj  time  1664. 


§  Ibid.  153. 


||  Ibid. p.  173. 
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- - - - — -  St.  Mary's  hall  Mr.  Thomas  Cole 

Dr.  Robert  Saun-  f  Regius  Prof,  in  )  Dr  yojm  Comnf 


Befides  thefe,  all  furviving  ejected  fellows  of  colleges  were 
reftored  without  exceptions,  and  fuch  as  had  been  nominated 
by  the  commiflioners  in  1648,  or  defied  in  any  other  manner 
than  according  to  the  ftatutes,  were  ejected,  and  their  places 
declared  vacant. 

The  like  alterations  were  made  in  the  univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  The  earl  of  Manchefter  chancellor,  was  oblig  to 
fend  the  following  letter  to  the  nniverfity,  dated  Auguft  3, 
for  reftoring  Dr.  Martin  to  the  mafterfliip  of  Queen's  col¬ 
lege,  vdiom  he  had  ejefred  for  fcandal  by  letters  under  his 
hand,  dated  March  13,  1643. 

“  Whereas  I  am  informed,  that  Dr.  Ed.  Martin  has  been 
u  wrongfully  put  out  of  his  mafterfliip;  thefe  are  to  fignify 
cc  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  I  do,  by  virtue  of  an  au- 
cc  thority  given  to  me,  by  the  lords  allembled  in  parliament, 
“  reftore  him  to  his  laid  mafterfliip,  together  with  all  lodgings, 


“  &c.  appertaining  to  his  place,  from  henceforth  to  hare 


cc  and  enjoy  all  profits,  rights,  privileges,  and  advantages, 
c  ■  belonging  thereunto,  unlefs  caufe  be  fhewm  to  the  contrary 
6C  within  ten  days  after  the  dkte  hereof.”  j-  This  gentleman 
was  accordingly  reftored,  and  with  him  feveral  others ;  as. 


Heads  of  coll,  reftored,  Mafter  of 

Dr.  J.  Cofins  Peter-houfe 

Dr.  Tho.  Bafke  Clare  hall 


Mafter  of  In  place  of  heads  ejeded, 

>  - 

Peter-houfe  Dr.  Laz.  Seaman 
rWS.11  (  Refigned  to  Dr.  The, 


Clare  hall  \  Tdm  ) 

{  Dillingham 

Pembroke  hall  Mr.  Will.  Mofes 

Trinity  hall  Mr.  Bond 


Dr.  Benj.  Laney  Pembroke 


Dr.  Rob.  King  Trinity  hall 


Dr.  Rich .  Sterne  Jefus  college  Mr.  J.  Worthington 


Dr.  Edw.  Rainbowe  Mr.  John  Sadleir. 


f  Keiwet’s  Cliron.  221,  22. 
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All  the  lurviving  fellows  unmarried  were  reftored,  as  in 
the  other  univerfity,  by  which  means  moll  of  the  prefby- 
teiians  were  ciilpofleffed,  and  the  education  of  youth  taken 
out  of  their  hands. f  To  make  way  for  the  filling  up  thefe 
and  other  vacancies  m  tne  church,  the  honours  oj  the  univer - 
Jit  16^  were  offered  to  almoll  any,  who  would  declare  their 
aver  lion  to  prefbytery,  and  hearty  affection  for  epifcopal  go, 
vernment. *  It  was  his  xnajefty’s  pleafure,  and  the  chancel, 
ior’s,  that  there  fliould  be  a  creation  in  all  faculties  of  fuch 
as  had  fuffered  for  the  royal  caufe,  and  had  been  ejected 
from  the  univerfity  by  the  vifitors  in  1648.  Accordingly 
between  feventy  and  eighty  matters  of  arts  werd  created 
tnis  year,  among  whom  (fays  the  Oxford  hiflorian)  fome  that 
had  not  been  fufferers  thruft  themfelves  into  the  croud  for 
their  money;  others,  yet  few,  were  gentlemen,  and  created 
by  the  favour  or  the  chancellor’s  letters  only;  eighteen  were 
created  batcnelors  of  divinity,  feventy  doftors  of  divinity, 
twenty-two  dodlors  of  phyfick,  befides  do&ors  of  laws.  The 
creations  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  were  yet  more  nu¬ 
merous.  On  Midfummer-day,  a  grace  paffed  in  the  univerfity 
in  favour  of  fome  candidates  for  degrees.^  Auguft  2,  the 
king  fent  letters  to  Cambridge  for  creating  nine  or  ten  per- 
fons,  doftors  of  divinity  ;§  and  on  the  fifth  of  September 
there  were  created,  by  virtue  of  his  majefty’s  mandamus ,  no 
lefs  than  feventy-one  doctors  of  divinity,  nine  doctors  of  civil 
law,  five  doctors  of  phyfick,  and  five  batchelors  of  divinity.  - 
So  tnat  within  the  compafs  of  little  more  than  fix  months, 
the  univerfities  conferred  one  hundred  and  fifty  doctors  of  di¬ 
vinity  degrees,  and  as  many  more  in  the  other  faculties. — 
Some  of  thefe  were  deferving  perfons,but  the  names  of  mo  ft  of 
them  are  no  where  to  be  found  but  in  the  univerfity  regifters. 
Had  the  parliament  vifitors  in  1 648,  or  0.  Cromwell  in  his  pro- 
teeforfhip,  made  fo  free  with  the  honours  of  the  univerfities, 
they  might  juftly  have  been  fuppofed  to  countenance  the 
illiterate ,  and  proftitute  the  honour  of  the  two  great  lumi¬ 
naries  of  this  kingdom;  but.  his  majefty’s  promoting  fuch 
numbers  in  fo  (hort  a  time  by  a  royal  mandamus ,  without 
enquiring  into  their  qualifications,  or  infilling  upon  their  per- 

f  Fafci,  p.  120.  *  Kenneth  Chron.  p.  220,  221,  &c. 
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forming  any  academical  exercife,  mu  ft  be  covered  with  a 
vail,  becaufe  it  was  for  the  fervice  of  the  church.  In  the 
midft  of  tliefe  promotions,  the  marquis  of  Hertford ,  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  died,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  fir  Edward  Hyde ,  now  lord  chancellor  of  England,  and 
created  about  this  time  earl  of  Clarendon .  Ele  was  inflated 
Nov.  15,  and  continued  in  this  office  till  he  retired  into  France 
in  the  year  1667. 

Thefe  promotions  made  way  for  filling  up  the  vacancies 
in  cathedrals;  July  5,  Dr.  Killigrew ,  Jones ,  Doughty,  and 
Bujby ,  were  inftalled  prebendaries  of  Weftminfter;  and 
within  a  month  or  fix  weeks  four  more  were  added.^  In  the 
months  of  July  and  Auguft,  all  the  dignities  in  the  cathedral 
of  St.  Paul’s  were  filled  up,  being  upwards  of  twenty.  *  July 
13,  twelve  divines  were  inftalled  prebendaries  in  the  cathe¬ 
dral  of  Canterbury;  and  before  the  end  of  the  year,  all  the 
dignities  in  the  cathedrals  of  Durham,  Chefter,  Litchfield, 
Briftol,  Hereford,  Worcefter,  Gloucefter,  &c.  were  fupplied 
with  younger  divines,  who  ran  violently  in  the  current  of 

the  times.* - There  were  only  nine  bifhops  alive  at  the 

king’s  reftoration,  viz. 

Dr.  William  Juxon ,  bifliop  of  London 
Dr.  William  Pierfe , 

Dr.  Matthew  Wren , 

Dr.  Robert  Skinner , 

Dr.  William  Roberts , 

Dr.  John  Warner, 

Dr.  Bryan  Dnppa, 

Dr.  Henry  King, 

Dr.  Accepted  Frewen , 

In  order  to  make  way  for  a  new  creation,  fome  of  the 
bifhops  abovementioned  were  tranflated  to  better  fees;  as, 

Dr.  Juxon,  bifhop  of  London,  to  Canterbury,  who  was 
promoted  more  out  of  decency  (fays  bifliop  Burnet  j)  as  be¬ 
ing  the  eideft  and  moft  eminent  of  the  furviving  bifhops:  He 
never  was  a  great  divine,  but  was  now  fuperannuated. 

Dr.  Accepted  Frewen  was  tranflated  to  York,  Sept.  22, 
and  confirmed  Oftober  4*  He  was  the  fon  of  a  puritanical 

}  Kennet’s  Chron,  p.  J99.  *  Ibid.  p.  204.  §  Ibid.  p.  252, 
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mmifter,  and  himfelf  inclined  that  way,  till  feme  time  after 
the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars,  when  he  became  a  great  loy- 
ahi!:,  and  was  promoted  in  the  year  1644  to  the  fee  of  Litch- 
field  and  Coventry:  He  made  no  figure  in  the  learned  world  Jj 
and  died  in  the  year  1664, 

Dr.  Bryan  Duppa  was  tranflated  to  Winchefter,  and  con- 
nrmed  October  4,  He  had  been  the  king’s  tutor,  though 
no  way  equal  to  the  fervice.  He  was  a  meek  humble  man, 
and  much  beloved  for  his  good  temper,  (fays  bifhop  Burnet f ) 
and  would  have  been  more  efteemed  if  he  had  died  before 
the  reftoration,  for  he  made  not  that  ufe  of  the  great  wealth 
that  flowed  in  upon  him,  as  was  expected.*" 

To  jmake  way  for  the  eie&ion  of  new  bifhops  in  a  regular 
and  canonical  manner,  it  was  firft  neceffary  to  reftore  to  every 
cathedral  a  dean  and  chapter;  which  being  done, 

Dr.  Gilbert  Sheldon  was  advanced  to  the  fee  of  London; 
he  was  efteemed  a  learned  man  before  the  civil  wars,  but  had 
fince  engaged  fo  deep  in  politicks,  (fays  bifhop  Burnei%)  that 
fcarce  any  prints  of  what  he  had  been  remained;  he  was  a 
dextrous  man  in  bufinefs,  arid  treated  all  men  in  an  obliging 
manner,  but  few  depended  much  on  his  profeffions  of  friend* 
fhip.  He  feemed  not  to  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  religion,  if 

f|  Dr.  Grey  obferves,  however,  on  the  authority  of  Wood,  that  Dr.  Freauen, 
though  he  publifhed  only  a  Latin  oration  with  fome  verfes  on  the  death  of 
prince  Henry ,  was  efteemed  a  general  fcholar  and  a  good  orator.  H^was 
buried  in  his  cathedral  church,  and  a  fplendid  monument  was  ere&ed  over 
his  grave.  He  bequeathed  1000I.  to  Magdalen  college,  Oxon,  of  which  he 
had  been  prefident.  Wood’s  Athens  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  663,  4.  GodwL 
"mis  de  Praefulibus  cura  Richardfon,  p.  714.  Ed. 

■  t  Page  2 5  8* 

*  Dr.  Grey  cenfures  Mr.  Neal  for  adopting  this  miftake  of  bifhop  Burnet , 
and  fays  that  Dr.  Duppa’ s  charities  were  extraordinary.  He  gave  for  re¬ 
deeming  of  captives,  building  and  endowing  alms-houfes,  with  oth^r  cha¬ 
ritable  deeds  in  benevolences,  repairs.  Sec.  i6,oool.  and  was  fo  good  to  his 
tenants  as  to  abate  30,000].  in  fines.  Richardfon  fays,  that  during  the  two 
years  he  lived  after  his  tranflation  to  the  fee  of  Winchefter,  he  expended* 
great  fums  in  puhlick  fervices ;  and  was  meditating  more  undertakings.  He 
built  an  alms-Houfe  at  Richmond ,  and  endowed  it  by  his  will  with  1  500I. 
He  bequeathed  200I.  to  the  alms-houfe  at  Pembridge  in  Herts;  and,  to  omit 
private  donations,  he  left  to  the  church  of  Salifbury  500I.  of  Winchefter 
200I.  of  St.  Paul’s,  London,  300I.  and  of  Cirencefler,  200I.  Grey’s 
Examination,  vol.  iii.  p.  276,  and  Godwin  de  Pnefulibus,  p.  243.  Ed. 
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any  at  all;  and  fpoke  of  it  mofl  commonly  as  an  engine  of 
~  government,  and  a  matter  of  policy,  for  which  reafon  the 
king  looked  upon  him  as  a  wife  and  honeft  clergyman.  He 
was  one  of  the  moil  powerful  and  implacable  adverfaries  of 

the  non-conformiils.  „ 

Dr.  Henchman  wts  confecrated  biiliop  of  Sarum,  and  Dr. 
George  Morley  bifhop  of  Worcester,  Oftobcr  e ,o .  Dec.  2, 
feven  bifhops  were  confecrated  together  in  St.Peter’s,  Wd 
minfler,  viz. 


Dr.  John  Cofins , 

Dr.  William  Lazues, 
Dr.  Benjamin  Laney , 
Dr.  Hugh  Lloyd , 

Dr.  Richard  Sterne , 
Dr.  Bryan  Walton , 
Dr.  John  Gauden , 


bifliop  of  Durham 

St.  David’s 

Peterborough 

Landaff 

Carlifle 

Chefter  ■/ 

Exeter. 


On  the  fixth  of  January  following  four  other  bifhops  were 
confecrated,  viz. 

Dr.  Gilbert  Ironfde ,  bifliop  of  Briflol 
Dr.  Edward  Reynolds ,  Norwich 

Dr.  Nicholas  Monk ,  Hereford 

Dr.  William  Nicholfon ,  Gloucefler 

Four  or  five  fees  were  kept  vacant  for  the  leading  divines 
*  among  the  prefbyterians,  if  they  would  conform;  but  they 
declined,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter.  In  Scotland  and  Ireland 
things  were  not  quite  fo  ripe  for  execution;  the  Scots  par¬ 
liament  difannulled  the  covenant,  but  epifcopacy  was  not 
eftablifhed  in  either  of  the  kingdoms  till  next  year. 

The  Englifh  hierarchy  being  reftored  to  its  former  pre* 
eminence,  except  the  peerage  of  the  bifhops,  it  remained 
only  to  confider  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  malecontents; 
the  independants  and  anabaptifs  petitioned  the  king  only  for 
a  toleration ;  ||  and  the  Englifh  papifts  depending  upon  their 
intereft  at  court,  offered  his  majefly  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  before  he  left  Breda,  to  take  off  the  penal  laws,  upon 
which  his  majefly  ordered  the  chancellor  to  infert  the  fol¬ 
lowing  claufe  in  his  declaration  concerning  ecclefiaflical  af- 
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ian-s,  that  others  alfo  be  permitted  to  meet  for  religious  worfhip 
jo  oe  it  they  do  it  not  to  the  d'tftur. bancs  of  the  peace;  and  that 
no  pijhce  oj  peace  offer  to  difturb  them*  When  this  was  de- 
bauxl  m  the  king’s  prefence  after  the  rtftoration,  the  bifhops 
wnf)’  ilry:a  taeir  peace;  but  Mr.  Baxter,  who  was  more 
zealous  man  prudent,  declared  plainly  his  dillrke  of  a  tolera- 
tion  of  papilis  and  iocinians;  which  his  majefty  took  fo  very 
til,  that  lie  laid,  the  prefbyterians  were  a  fet  of  men  who 
were  only  for  fetting  up  themfelves.  Thefe  Hill  flattered 
themle.ves  with  hopes  of  a  comprehenfion,  but  the  indepen- 
dants  and  baptijls  were  in  defpair. 

d^n.Q  beie  was  an  end  °f  thofe  didra&ed  times,  which  our 
hiitprians  have  loaded  with  all  the  inlfamy  and  reproach  that 
the  wit  of  man  could  invent.  The  puritan  miifteX 
T  been  decried  as  ignorant  mechanicks,  canting  preachers,  ene¬ 
mies  to  learning,  and  no  better  than  publick  robbers.  The 
univerfities  were  faid  to  .be  reduced  to  a  meer  Munfterl  and 
that  ifThe  Qolas  and  / cindals^  and  even  the  Turks ,  had  over¬ 
run  the  nation,  trey  could  not  have  done  more  to  introduce 
barbanfm,  diflbyaky,  and  ignorance;  and  yet  io  thefe  times, 
and  by  tue  men  w  uo  then  filled  the  univeriity  chairs,  were 
educated  the  mod  ieamed  divines  and  eloc|iieiit  preachers  of 
the,  J  aft  age,  as  tag  Stilling  fleets^  Tillotfons ,  Bulls ,  Barrows , 
Tf/bitbyS)  and  others,  who  retained  a  high  veneration  for  their 
learned  tutors  after  they  were  rejected  and  difplaced.  The 
religious  part  of  the  common  people  have  been  ftigmatized 
1  ^Ith  the  character  of  hypocrites  \  their  looks,  their  drefs  and 
behaviour,  have  oeen  reprefented  in  the  mod  odious  colours; 
and  yet  one  may  venture  to  challenge  thefe  declaimers  to 
produce  any  period  or  time  fince  the  reformation,  wherein 
there  was  left  open  profanenefs  and  impiety,  and  more  of 
the  fpmt  as  well  as  appearance  of  religion,  Perhaps  there 
was  too  much  rigour  and  preciienefs  in  indifferent  matters; 
but  the  lints  of  men  were  laid  under  a  vihble  redraint;  and 
though  the  legal  conftitution  was  unhappily  broken,  and 
men  were  governed  by  falfe  politicks,  yet  better  laws  were 
never  made  againd  vice,  or  more  vigoroufly  executed.  The 
drefs  and  converfation  of  people  was  fober  and  virtuous,  and 
their  manner  of  living  remarkably  frugal :  There  was  hardly 

*  Comp!.  Hilt.  p,  258.  . 
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aiingle  bankruptcy  to  be  heard  of  in  a  year;  and  in  fuch. 
a  cafe  the  bankrupt  had  a  mark  of  infamy  upon  him  that 
he  could  never  wipe  off.  Drunkennefs,  fornication,  pro¬ 
fane  fwearing,  and  every  kind  of  debauchery,  were  juftly 
deemed  infamous,  and  univerfally  difcouritenanced.  The 
clergy  were  laborious  to  excels  in  preaching  and  praying, 
and  catechifmg  youth,  and  vifiting  their  parities’1.  The  ma- 
giftrafes  did  their  duty  ill  fuppreffmg  all  kind  of  games,  ftage- 
plays,  and  abufes  in  publick  houfes.  There  was  not  a  play 
afted  on  any  theatre  in  England  for  almoft  twenty  years.  The 
Lovers -day  was  Goferved  with  unufual  reverence;  and  there 
were  a  fet  of  as  learned  and  pious  youths  training  up  in  the 
univerfity  as  had  ever  been  known.  So  that  if  fuch  a  refor¬ 
mation  of  manners  had  obtained  under  a  legal  adminiftration, 
they  would  have  deferved  the  character  of  the  bed  of  times. 

But  when  the  legal  conftitution  was  reftored,  there  re¬ 
turned  with  it  a  torrent  of  debauchery  and  wickednefs.  The 
times  which  followed  the  reiteration  were  the  reverfe  of 
thofe  that  preceded  it;  for  the  laws  which  had  been  enacted 
agaksft  vice  for  the  iafl  twenty  years  being  declared  null,  and 
the  magiftrates  changed,  men  fet  no  bounds  to  their  licen- 
tioufnefs.  A  proclamation  indeed  wras  published  againft  thofe 
loofe  and  riotous  cavaliers,  whofe  loyalty  confided  in  drink¬ 
ing  healths,  and  railing  at  thofe  who  would  not  revel  with 
them  ;  but  in  reality  the  king  was  at  the  head  of  thefe  dif- 
erders;  being  devoted  to  his  pleafures,  and  having  given 
himfelf  up  to  an  avowed  courfe  of  lewdnefs;  his  hiihops 
and  chaplains  faid,  that  he  ufualiy  came  from  his  midrefTes 
apartments  to  cfiurch,  even  on  facrament  days.f  There 
were  two  play'-houfes  erected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
court.  Women  aclrejfes  were  introduced  into  the  theatres, 
which  had  not  been  known  till  that  time;  the  mod  lewd  and 
obfeene  plays  were  brought  on  the  ftage;  and  the  more  ob^ 
feene,  the  better  was  the  king  pleafed,  who  graced  every  new 
play  with  his  royal  prefence.  Nothing  was  to  be  feen  at 
court  but  feading,  hard  drinking,  revelling,  and  amorous  in¬ 
trigues,  which  engendered  the  mold  enormous  vices.  From 
court  the  contagion  fpread  like  wildfire  among  the  people, 
infomuch  that  men  threw  off  the  very  prbfeffion  of  virtue 


f  Kenneth  Giron,  p.  167. 
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and  piety,  under  colour  of  drinking  the  king’s  health  • 
all  kinds  of  old  cavalier  rioting  and  debauchery  revived  • 
the  appearances  of  relig'ion  which  remained  with  fome,  fur- 
rum^d  matters  of  lidicule  to  libertines  and  IcoAers**  Some 
Who  had  been  concerned  in  the  former  changes,*  thought 
they  could  not  redeem  their  credit  better  than  by  deriding 
all  religion,  and  telling  or  making  ftories  to  render  their 
former  party  ridiculous.  To  appear  ferious,  or  make  con¬ 
fidence  either  of  woids  and  actions,  was  the  way  to  be 
accounted  a  fcnifmatick,  a  fanatick,  or  a  feftarian;  though 
if  there  was  any  real  religion  during  the  courfe  of  this  reign, 
it  was  chiefly  among  thofe  people.  They  who  did  not  ap- 
plaud  the  new  ceremonies  were  marked  out  for  prejbytcrians, 
and  every  prefbyterian  was  a  rebel  The  old  clergy  who’ 
had  been  fecjueAered  roi  fcandal,  having  taken  pofleflion  of 
their  livings,  were  intoxicated  with  their  new  felicity,  and 
threw  off  all  the  reflraints  of  their  order ;  every  week  (Tays 
Mr.  Baxter J)  produced  reports  of  one  or  other  clergyman 
who  was  taken  up  by  the  watch  drunk  at  night,  and  mobbed 
in  the  ftreets.  Some  were  taken  with  lewd  women;  and  one 
was  reported  ter  be  drunk  in  the  pulpit.||  Such  was  the 
general  diffojutenefs  of  manners  which  attended  the  deluge 
of  joy  which  overflowed  the  nation  upon  his  maieflv’s  re- 
ftoration ! 

About  this  time  died  the  reverend  Mr.  Francis  Taylor, 
fometime  rector  of  Claphanl  in  Surry,  and  afterwards  of 

i  /.  V 

*  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  493.  J  Life,  part  ii.  p.  288. 

||  Dr.  Grey  queftiens  the  truth  of  the  above  charge.  But  whoever  reads 
Mr.  Baxter's  account  of  the  matter,  and  of  the  conduct  of  himfelf  and  fome 
of  his  brethren  on  the  report  of  it,  which  rang  through  the  city,  will 
fcarcely  doubt  the  fact.  But  there  is  force  and  candour  in  what  Dr.  Grey  adds 
concerning  the  reply  of  Mr,  Selden  to  an  alderman  of  the  long  parliament 
on  the  fubje£t  of  epifcopacy.  The  alderman  faid,  cc  that  there  were  fo 
tc  many  clamours  againft  fuch  and  fuch  prelates ,  that  they  would  never  be 
te  quiet,  till  they  had  no  more  bifhops ”  On  this  Mr.  Selden  informed  the 
houfe,  what  grievous  complaint?  there  were  againft  fuch  and  fuch  aldermen ; 
and  therefore  by  parity  of  reafoning,  it  was  his  opinion,  he  faid,  that  they 
Ihould  have  no  more  aldermen.  Here  was  the  fault  transferred  to  the  office, 
which  is  a  dangerous  error ;  for  not  only  government,  but  human  fociety 
itfelf,  may  be  diffolved  by  the  fame  argument,  if  the  frailties  or  corrup¬ 
tions  of  particular  men  fhall  be  revenged  upon  the  whole  body.  Grey’s 
Examination,  voL  iii.  p.  267.  Ed, 
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Yalden,  from  whence  he  was  called  to  fit  in  the  affembly  of 
divines  at  Weftminfter,  and  had  a  confiderable  fliare  in  the 
annotations  which  go  under  their  name.  From  Yaldcn  Mn 
Taylor  removed  to  Canterbury,  and  became  preacher  of 
Chrift-Church  in  that  city,  where  I  prefume  he  died,  leaving 
behind  him  the  character  of  an  able  critick  in  the  oriental 
languages,  and  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  divines  of  the 
affembly.  He  publifhed  feveral  valuable  works,  and  among 
others  a  tranflation  of  the  Jerufalem  Tar  gum  on  the  Penta¬ 
teuch  out  of  the  Chaldee  into  Latin,  dedicated  to  the  learned 
Mr.  Gataker ,  of  Roiherhithe,  with  a  prefatory  epiftle  of 
Selden9 s,  and  feveral  others,  relating  to  Jewifli  antiquities. 
Among  the  letters  to'  archbifhop  UJher  there  is  one  from 
Mr.  Tayhr ,  dated  from  Clapham,  1635.  He  correfponded 
alfo  with  Boetius ,  and  moft  of  the  learned  men  of  his  time. 
He  left  behind  him  a  fon  who  was  blind, §  but  ejefted  for 
non-conformity  in  the  year  1662,  from  St.  Alphage  church 

fin  Canterbury,  where  he  lies  buried. 

«  -  ■* 

§  He  loft  his  fight  by  the*'  fmall-pox :  but  purfiied  his  ftudies  by  the  aid 
of  others,  who  read  to  him.  His  brother,  who  was  alfo  blind,  he  fupported. 
and  took  great  pains  to  inftruft  and  win  over  to  ferious  religion,  but  not 
with  all  the  {iceefs  he  defired:  He  was  a  man  of  good  abilities,  and  noted 
for  an  eloq^nt  preacher:  and  his  miniftry  was  much  valued  and  refpe&ed. 
He  did  not  long  furvive'  the  treatment  he  met  with,  in  being  feized  and 
carried  to  prifon;  but  was  cheerful  in  all  his  afllidions.  Palmer’s  Non- 
conformifl’s  Memorial,  vol.  ii.  p.  57,  8.  Ed. 
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MR.  NEAL  has  allowed  a  few  pages  only,  in  the  two 
preceding  chapters,  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers: 
and  they  are  chiefly  fpent  on  the  wild  extravagancies  and 
fufferings  of  James  Naylor.  But  the  lot  of  this  people, 
while  other  feftarifts  breathed  a  freer  air  under  the  protec- 
torfliip  of  Cromwell ,  was  peculiarly  hard  and  affii&ive.  The 
change  of  government,  on  his  taking  the  reins,  produced  no 
revolution  in  their  favour;  but  their  fufferings  continued  to 
increafe  with  the  increafe  of  their  numbers.  The  fubordi- 
nate  magiftrates  were  continued  in  office;  and  the  ecclefia- 
fticks,  their  former  perfecutors,  retained  power  to  be  trou- 
blefome  to  them.  The  proteftor  has  been  reps  efented  as 
the  friend  to  religious  liberty;  and  fo,  in  fome  ifffemces,  he 
certainly  {hewed  himfelf,  but  the  Quakers  derived  little  be¬ 
nefit  from  his  liberal  views  and  regard  to  the  rights  of  con¬ 
fluence.  For,  though  he  himfelf  did  not  openly  diflurb 
them  on  account  of  their  religious  opinions  and  practices; 
yet  thofe  who  afted  under  his  authority  grievoufly  perfecuted 
them,  and  he  gave  little  or  no  check  to  their  intolerance, 
although  he  had  the  power,  and  was  repeatedly  and  earneftly 
folicited  to  do  it.  The  dominant  parties  had  imbibed  a  fp'irit 
of  hatred  and  animofity  againft  this  people:  and  the  proteftor, 
it  is  fuppofed,  might  be  fearful  of  difobliging  them,  by  ani¬ 
madverting  on  their  oppreffive  meafures:  or  he  might  con- 
fider  the  quakep^s  as  too  contemptible  or  too  pacifick  a 
body  to  fear  any  danger  from,  even  under  the  greateft  pro¬ 
vocations.  § 

To  give  fome  colour  of  law  to  the  feverities  pra&ifed 
againft  them,  pretexts  were  drawn  from  fuppofed  violations 
§  Gough’s  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers.,  vol.  i.  p.  132,  198. 
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qf  tile  regulations  of  civil  policy.  “  A  chriftian  exhortation 
46  to  an  affembly,  after  the  prieft  had  done  and  the  worfhip 
64  was  over,  was  denominated  interrupting  publick  worfliip, 
«  and  difturbing  the  priejl  in  his  office:  an  honeft  teflimony 
“  againft  fin  in  the  flreets  or  markets,  was  ftyled  a  breach  of 
“  the  peace:  and  their  appearing  before  the  magiftrates  co- 
vered,  a  contempt  of  authority:  hence  proceeded  fines  ^  bn * 
44  prifonments ,  and  fpoiling  of  goods .  Nay,  fo  hot  for  perfe- 
“  cution  were  fome  magiftrates,  that  by  an  unparalleled 
“  mifconftru&ion  of  the  law  againft  vagrants,  they  tortured 
44  with  cruel  whippings  the  bodies  of  both  men  and  women 
44  of  good  eftate  and  reputation,  merely  becaufe  they  went 
44  under  the  denomination  of  quakers 

In  1656,  Henry  Clifton ,  only  riding  through  Upwell  in 
Cambridgefhire,  after  having  been  carried  before  two  juftices, 
was  fent  to  prifon,  where  he  lay  a  confiderable  time  in  the 
dungeon  am^ng  condemned  felons.  Richard  Hubberton  and 
Richard  Weaver ,  travelling  from  home  to  pay  a  friendly  vifit 
to  Ann  Blakely ,  who  was,  for  her  open  teftimony  againft  the 
dins  of  the  times,  imprifoned  at  Cambridge,  were  alfo  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon.  Thomas  Curtis ,  a  woollen-draper  of  Read¬ 
ing,  going  to  Plymouth  on  bufinefs,  and  from  thence  to 
Weft-Alvington,  accompanied  by  John  Martindale ,  they 
were  both  caft,  as  vagrants,  into  Exeter  gaol;  and,  at  the 
enfuing  aflizes,  brought  before  the  judge,  where  nothing 
was  laid  to  their  charge.  But,  for  not  taking  off  their  hats, 
they  were  fined  40I.  each  for  contempt,  and  for  non-payment 
detained  above  a  year  in  prifon.  During  this  term,  Mar - 
tindale ,  having  obtained  leave  of  the  jailor  to  vifit  a  friend 
at  Ilchefter,  went  to  a  meeting  at  Colyton;  where  he, 
Humphrey  Sprague ,  and  Thomas  Dyer ,  lodging  at  a  friend’s 
houfe,  were  apprehended  by  a  warrant,  and  carried  before 
the  juftices  at  the  quarter-feflions  at  Honiton;  and,  though 
one  of  them  was  but  two,  and  another  but  five  miles  from 
•home,  were  fentenced,  as  vagrants,  to  be  whipped  in  the 
market-place,  and  fent  with  a  pafs  from  tything  to  tything ; 
which  was  accordingly  done.  George  Whitehead ,  a  virtuous 
and  learned  young  man  of  a  reputable  family  in  Weftmorer 
land,  preaching  at  Nayland  in  Suffolk,  April  1657,  was 

*  Gough’s  Hiftory,  vol.  i,  p.  130,  140. 
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fentenced  by  two  judices  to  be  openly  whipped,  as  a  vagrant, 
till  his  body  were  bloody .  The  condable,  to  whom  the  war¬ 
rant  was  given,  employed  a  foolilh  fellow,  void  of  difcretion 
and  feeling,  to  execute  it;  who  laid  on  his  (tripes  with 
unmerciful  violence;  whereby  Whitehead’s  back  and  breads 
were  grievoufly  cut,  his  (kin  torn,  and  his  blood  ihed  in  abun¬ 
dance.  But  the  infenfible  fool  went  on,  unredrained  by  the 
condable,  till  his  hand  was  dayed  by  the  cry  of  the  fpefta- 
tors,  who,  affe&ed  with  the  cruelty,  called  out  to  him  to  dop. 
Humphrey  Smith  and  Samuel  Curtis ,  riding  together  near 
Axminder,  George  Bew/ey,  John  Ellis. J  and  Humphrey  Sprague , 
after  a  meeting  in  Bridport,  were  whipt  as  vagabonds,  and 
fent  away  with  paifes.  Joan  Edmunds ,  wife  of  Edward 
Edmunds ,  of  Totnefs,  about  ten  miles  from  home  being 
dopped  by  a  drunken  fellow,  who  took  away  her  horfe,  on 
complaining  to  a  judice,  was  fent  to  Exeter  goal,  becaufe  (he 
had  no  pafs:  her  horfe  was  ordered  to  be  fold,  and  part  of 
the  money  applied  to  defray  the  charge  of  carrying  her  to 
prifon.  Her  habitation  lying  in  the  direct  road,  die  was 
taken  fix  miles  about,  to  prevent  this  injudice  being  expofed 
amongd  her  neighbours,  who  well  knew  die  was  no  vagrant.* 
Another  pretext,  on  which  many  of  thefe  people  differed, 
under  the  form  of  law,  very  illegal  feverities,  was  that  of 
breaking  the  fabbath.  Their  religious  zeal,  in  frequenting 
their  affemblies  for  publick  wordiip,  obliged  them  to  travel 
to  the  places,  where  they  were  held,  fometim.es  at  a  confi- 
derable  didance  from  their  habitations.  This  was  called  a 
breach  of  the  fabbath:  and  it  was  punidied  by  impounding 
their  horfes,  by  didrefs  of  goods,  by  dnes,  by  imprifonment, 
by  whipping,  and  by  fetting  in  the  docks.f 

If  magidrates  could  be  guilty  of  fuch  unrighteous  feve- 
rities,  it  is  not  furpridng,  that  the  licentious  rabble  diould 
attack  this  people  with  violence  and  abufe.  In  numerous 
indances  and  in  various  places,  the  houfes,  in  which  they 
held  their  affemblies  for  religious  worihip,  were  riotoudy  af- 
fauked.  Their  fervices  were  interrupted  by  hallooing,  fing*  . 
ing,  and  railing:  the  windows  were  broken  by  dones  and 
bullets :  their  perfons  were  budeted  and  doned,  their  faces 
and  clothes  daubed  with  filth  and  excrements;  fome  were 

#  Gough’s  Hidory,  yok  i.  p.  225 — 232.  f  Ibid.  p.  271-2,  note. 

knocked 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  CHAP.  III.  AND  IV* 


275 

knocked  down,  and  others  had  their  teeth  beaten  out :  nor 
did  the  tendertiefs  of  fex  proteft  the  women.  The  rabble 
were,  too  often,  led  and  encouraged  by  clergymen. 

«  Many  of  thefe  abufes,”  obferves  the  hiftorian,  “  being 
<c  committed  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  the  day  they  called 
“  their  fabbath,  with  impunity,  under  a  government  and  by 
«  a  people  who  pretended  to  make  it  a  point  to  obferve  it 
«  with  all  the  pharifaical  ftriftnefs,  and  in  many  cafes  beyond 
“  the  ftri&nefs  which  the  mofaical  law  appointed  for  ob- 
«  ferving  the  feventhday,  furnifh  an  occafion  to  refleft  upon 
«  the  irrational  inconfiltency  of  fuperftition  in  every  fhape; 
“  by  which,  I  underhand  an  over-zealous  attachment  to  fome 
“  circumhantials  of  religion,  while  the  effential  part,  viz. 
cc  the  inwardly  fanclifying  power  thereof,  whereby  we  are 
fiC  taught  to  honour  God,  and  love  and  do  good  to  mankind, 
u  is  overlooked.  Thefe  men,  it  is  probable,  would  have 
66  thought  it  an  heinous  crime  to  have  been  employed  on  that 
cc  day  in  any  honed  labour,  though  in  itfelf  lawful,  and  in 
fome  fort  neceffary,  and  yet  {hewed  no  reluftance  or  com- 
€C  pun&ion  in  committing  unlawful  aftions,  as  oppofite  to 
c c  good  government  as  religion,  in  affaulting  perfons  and  de- 
cc  ftroying  the  property  of  inoffenfive,  unrefifting  neighbours 
cc  and  fellow-citizens  with  violence  and  outrage,  whofe  only 
“  crime  was  the  applying  the  day  to  the  beft  purpofe,  the 
6C  aflembling  to  worfliip  their  Maker  in  that  way  they  were 
cc  perfuaded  in  their  confciences  was  moft  acceptable  to 

So  general  was  the  perfecution,  under  which  this  people 
differed,  that  fcarcely  one  of  them,  whofe  travels  and  fervices 
to  the  fociety  are  preferved  on  record,  efcaped  perfonal  abufe 
or  cruel  imprifonment  in  any  quarter  of  the  nation. 

George  Fox ,  in  1653,  was  fummoned  before  the  magiftrates 
at  Carlifle,  and  committed  to  prifon  till  the  affizes,  as  a  biaf- 
phemer ,  an  heretick ,  and  a  feducer.  He  had  exafperated  them 
by  his  plain-dealing,  in  endeavouring  to  (hew  them,  that  al¬ 
though  they  (being  prejbyterians  and  independants )  were  high 
in  the  profeffion  of  religion,  they  were  without  the  profef- 
don  of  what  they  profeffed.  The  ground  of  his  being  fum¬ 
moned,  was  his  having  exhorted  the  people  to  truth  and 
*  Gough’s  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  267 — 271,  and  the  note. 
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uondly,  at  the  market-crofs  on  a  market-day,  and  having 
preached  to  tncm  on  the  Sunday,  after  the  fervice  was  con- 
^ u  which  he  had  been  afiaulted  by  rude  people  in 

Uie  church,  andrefcued  by  the  governor.  During  his  con¬ 
finement  the  general  wiih  was,  that  he  was  to  be  hanged: 
and  tae .  high-fheriff  declared,  with  rancour;  that  he  would 
guard  aim  to  execution  himfelf.  At  the  affizes,  it  was  found 
that  tne  charge  of  blafphemy  could  not  be  made  good,  and 
k  was, concluded  not  to  bring  him  to  trial;  and  he  was  left 
wiai  tne  mag ii trates  or  the'  town.  By  whofe  order  he  was 
put  among  tne  telons  and  murderers,  111  a  dungeon,  noifome 
ana  filthy  to  tne  la  ft  degree,  where  men  and  women  were 
kept  together,  one  of  whom  was  almcft  eaten  up  with  lice; 
miu  the  deputy  or  the  jailor  would  often  fall  on  him  and  the 
menus  wno  vifited  him  with  a  cudgel*  while  the  nfifoners 
vile  as  they  were,  behaved  afFeftionately  to  him,  received 
ti»s  admonitions  with  deference,  and  fome  embraced  his 
d  of  trine.  At  length,  the  parliament  having  inftituted  an 
enquiry  concerning  his  fituation,  and  the  governor  having 
remonftrated  on  it,  he  was  releafed.  In  1654,  at  Whet- 
ftone  in  Leicefterfture,  he  was  brought  before  colopel  Hacker, 
who  gave  him  liberty  to  go  home,  if  he  would  flay  there  and 
not  to  go  abroad  to  meetings .  To  this  Fox  replied,  “  if  he 
fliould  agree  thereto,  it  would  imply  that  he  was  guilty 
°J  ^fo inething,  for  which  his  home  was  made  his  prifon ; 
ana  ne  went  to  -meeting,  they  would  confider  that  as  a 
breacn  or  their  order;  therefore  he  plainly  told  them  he 
fhoUid  goj:o  meeting,  and  could  not  anfwer  their  requi-  . 
Ci  rings.  Upon  this  he  was,  next  day,  carried  prifoner  by 
captain  Drury  to  London.  \V  hen  Cromwell  was  informed 
v  of  his  arrival,  he  fent  to  him  this  meffage:  “  That  the  pro- 
“  te&or  required  of  George  Fox,  that  he  fhouid  promife  not 
to  take  up  the  fword,  or  any  other  weapon,  againft  him 
“  or  the  government,  as  it  then  was:  that  he  fliould  write  it 
“  in  what  words  he  faw  proper,  and  fet  his  hand  to  it.” 
Fox  returned  an  anfwer  to  this  effeft;  and  was  afterwards  in¬ 
troduced  to  Cromwell ,  and  they  had  much  difeourfe  about 
religion,  in  which  the  protestor  carried  himfelf  with  much 
moderation:  and  Fox  had  his  liberty  given  him.  f 

f  Gough’s  Iiiilory.  vol.  i.  p.  132 — 136,  p.  155-6. 
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In  1056,  Fox ,  accompanied  by  William  Salt  of  London, 
and  Edward  Pyoti  of  Briftol,  travelled  through  Devonfliirc 
into  Cornwall,  to  Market- Jew,  where  he  wrote  a  paper,  con¬ 
taining  an  exhortation  to  tear  God,  and  learn  of  Cbiijl  the 
light;  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  major  Ceely,  a  juflice  at 
St.  Ives,  who  committed  Fox  and  his  companions  to  Laun- 
ceflon  gaol,  on  the  charge  of  fpreading  papers  to  the  dis¬ 
turbance  of  the  publick  peace,  and  having  no  pafs,  though 
perfons  unknown,  for  travelling  up  and  down,  and  refuting 
to  take  the  oath  of.  abjuration  and  to  give  fureties  for  their 
good  behaviour.  After  nine  weeks  confinement  they  were 
brought  to  their  trial,  before  judge  Glyn ,  at  the  affizes:  here 
they  demanded  juflice  for  their  fake  imprifonment ;  and  major 
Ceely ,  not  adhering  to  the  charges  in  the  mittimus,  brought 
up  new  accufations  of  a  treafonable  propofal  and  an  aflault: 
and  they  were  indicled  for  coming,  by  force  and  arms,  into 
a  court,  into  which  they  were  conducted  as  prifoners.  But 
on  no  ground  could  any  illegal  criminality  be  proved  againft 
them.  The  judge  ordered  them  to  be  taken  away ;  and,  in 
their  abfence,  fined  them  twenty  marks  apiece  for  coming 
into  court  with  their  hats  on,  and  commanded  that  they 
fhould  be  detained  in  prifon  till  their  fines  were  paid.  See¬ 
ing  no  profpeft  of  an  immediate  releafe  from  fuch  a  com¬ 
mitment,  they  difeontinued  the  weekly  payment  of  feven 
(hillings  a-piece  for  themfelves  and  as  much  for  their  horfes, 
which  the  jailor  had  extorted.  Upon  this  they  were  turned 
into  a  difmal  and  moft  noifome  dungeon,  called  Doomfdale, 
where  the  excrements  of  former  prifoners  had  been  accumu¬ 
lating  for  many  years.  They  were  not  allowed  beds  or 
ftraw  to  lie  on;-  and,  the  filthinefs  of  the  place  not  allowing 
them  room  to  fit  down,  they  were  obliged  to  {land  all  night. 
Neither  were  they  permitted  to  cleanfe  it,  or  to  have  any 
viftuals  but  what  they  received,  with  difficulty,  through  the 
grate.  This  cruel  treatment  continued  till  the  feffions  at 
Bodmin, when,  on  a  reprefentation  of  their  cafe  to  the  juflices, 
an  order  was  obtained  for  opening  the  door  of  Doomfdale, 
and  for  permiffion  to  clean  it,  and  to  buy  their  provifions  in 
the  town.  About  the  end  of  thirty  weeks'  they  were  dis¬ 
charged  by  an  order  from  major-general  Dejborrow ,  in  con- 
fequence  of  applications  made  in  their  favour  to  Cromwell. 

During 
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Dining  tais  imprifonment  one  of  Fox’s  friends  offered  him- 
ieU  to  the  protestor  to  He  in  prilon,  body  for  body,  in  his 
head:  to  which  propofal  Cromwell  anfwered,  he  could  not 
grant  it,  being  contrary  to  law,  and  turning  to  fome  of  his 
council  Handing  by  him,  afked,  which  of  you  would  do  as 
much  for  me,  if  I  were  in  the  fame  condition  ?*  The  next 
places,  at  which  we  find  Fox ,  are  Cardiff,  Swanfea,  and 
Brecknock.  He  vifited  thefe  towns  in  1 657 ;  fettled  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Swanfea;  and,  at  the  latter  place,  met!  with  rude  treat¬ 
ment,  and  was  expofed  to  danger  from  the  populace,  raifed 
and  fiimulated  to  riot  and  tumult  by  the  magilfrates.f 
Another  fuff erer  amongft  the  quakers ,  was  Miles  Halhead , 
one  of  their  firfl  zealous  preachers;  who,  at  Skipton  and 
Doncafter,  was  forely  beaten  and  bruifed  by  the  populace, 
and  left  for  dead.  Thomas  Briggs ,  in  Lancafter,  Robert 
Widders  and  William  Dewjbury ,  in  Cumberland,  were  alfo 
feverally  abufed  in  like  manner,  [j  John  Cam  and  John  Aud- 
land  were  affaulted  at  Briftol,  to  the  great  rifle  of  their  lives, 
by  hundreds  of  the  rabble,  inftigated  by  Farmer ,  a  clergy¬ 
man.  William  Caton  and  John  Stubbs ,  befides  being  haled 
before  the  magiftrates  at  Dover,  were  at  Mai'dftone lent  to 
the  houfe  of  correction,  (tripped,  and  their  necks  and  arms 
put  into  the  (locks,  and  fo  cruelly  whipped  with  cords  as 
to  draw  tears  from  the  fpeftators.  After  this,  under  the 
plea  that  «  he  that  would  not  work  fliould  not  eat,”  they 
were  kept  feveral  days  without  victuals, only  on  the  allowance 
of  a  little  water  once  a  day :  and  foon  after  were  fent  out 
of  town,  by  different  ways,  with  a  pafs,  as  vagabonds. J 
At  Wymondham  in  Norfolk,  Richard  Hubberthorn  was 
committed  to  Bridewell  for  addrefiing  the  congregation  after 
fermon  in  the  parifh  church:  and  on  the  next  day,  removed 
to  a  very  incommodious  prifon,  being  a  poor  hole  in  a  crofs 
wall  of  Norwich-Caftle;  where  he  was  detained  till  the  fef- 
fions.  The  juftic  es  then,v  waving  the  original  ground  of 
his  commitment,  charged  him  with  contempt  of  authority, 
for  appearing  before  them  with  his  hat  on;  and  under  this 
pretence,  recommitted  him  to  prifori,  where  he  lay  a  loim 
time.§  ,  g 

*  Gough’s  Hiftory,  vol.  1.  p.  210 — 217.  f  Ibid.  p.  289. 

J!  Ihib.  p,  J37.  J  Ibid.  p.  162,  6 ,  7.  §  Ibid.  p.  169. 
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The  fufferings,  in  which  the  members  of  this  fociety  were 
involved  by  the  fentence  of  magistrates,  were,  m  many  in- 
fiances,  heightened  by  the  feverity  and  mjuftice  of  the  jail¬ 
ors:  James  Lancafter,  George  Whitehead,  and  Cbrijlopher 
Atkmfon ,  for  not  complying  with  the  jailor  s  exnavaga  t 
demands,  were  obliged  to  lie  in  their  clotnes  on  t  le  001, 
in  the  prifon  at  Norwich,  for  eight  weeks  in  the  cold  winter 
of  16  ka.*  At  St.  Edmundfbury,  1655,  the  fame  W  hue- 
head,  John  Harwood,  George  Roj'e,  George  Fox  the  younger, 
and  Henry  Mar  ft  mil,  becaufe  they  l-efufed  to  gratify  the  ava¬ 
ricious  demands  of  the  jailor  for  lodgings,  and  required  a 
free  prifon,  were  turned  down  to  the  common  ward  among 
the  felons,  in  a  low  dungeon,  with  a  damp  earthen  floor, 
where  they  lay  upon  rye-ftraw.  In  this  flotation  they  were 
expofed  to  abufe  from  the  prifoners,  who  frequently  took 
away  their  food  and  other  necc-ffaries,  alledging  the  jailor  s 
per  million:  onedefperate  fellow  frequently  kicked  and  fmote, 
and  in  a  drunken  fit  threatened  to  kill  them;  laying,  4  if  he 
«  killed  them,  he  ftiould  not  be  hanged  for  it.”  Alter  they 
had  been  in  prifon  thirty  weeks,  arrears  of  dues  of  fourteen 
pence  a  week  were  demanded  irom  each  of  them;  and  on 
their  remonftrating  againfi  it,  tne  turnkey  was  oidered  to  take 
away  their  clothes  and  boxes,  which  was  done,  with  a  tnic,at 
to  take  their  coats  from  off  their  backs.  Ana  lor  the  fpace 
of  twenty-four  weeks,  they  were  obliged  to  lie  upon  part 
of  their  body-clothes  on  draw.  Some  neceffaries  cf  linen 
brought  to  them  by  a  friend  were  feized,  and  the  provifions 
fent  to  them  were  examined,  I  heir  friends  were  not  ad¬ 
mitted  in;  and,  if  they  attempted  to  fpeak  to  them  at  the 
window  or  door  of  the  gaol,  water  was  frequently  tin  own 
on  them  to  drive  them  away,  At  length,  i n  confequence  of 
an  application  to  the  prote&or,  an  enquiry  into  the  treatment 
they  had  received  was  inftituted,  and  the  jailor  was  reftrained 
from  exercifing,  or  permitting,  the  cruel  abufe  they  had 
hitherto  differed.  After  an  imprifonment  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  months,  through  repeated  applications  to  Cromwell , 
feconded  by  the  private  felicitations  of  Mrs.  Mary  Sanders , 
a  waiting  gentlewoman  in  his  family,  an  order  for  their 
releafe  was  obtained,  direfted  to  fir  Francis  Ruffe  L ,  a  man 

*  Gough’s  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  170. 
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atdv  ctuSi°rh  Td  aVu Tkr  fr°m  Perfecution>  who  immedi- 
‘  r  I  n  t0  be  fet  at  fuli  'liberty.  I  But  the  cafe 
of  >jk«  Panel,*,  native  of  Retford  in  Nottinghamfhire 

ve' r  Tf  SJ  Cat  m  Ihe  [Ch°0,s  of  b^rature,  in  the  fixteenth 
T  of  his  age  joined  the  quakers,  and,  though  a  youth 

was  an  affedhng  preacher  and  able  dlfputant,  and  difcovered 

rmfTnffT' and'  Ua dCrftanrmg  °f  age  and  exPerience,  afforded 
h  flSaafeM  ng  111  Jances  of  the  feverities  a  cruel  jailor  could 
*  ft.  His  conftitution  was  tender,  and  after  ten  or  eleven 
montns  funk  under  the  multiplied  hardlhips  of  his  imprifon- 
ment,  about  the  age  of  nineteen;  the  confideration  of  his 
youth  exciting  no  comm iferat ion.*  . 

Betides  the  perfofial  injuries  thefe  virtuous  people  buffered 
they  were  expofed  to  great  depredations  in  their  property! 
by  unreafonable  fines  and  exorbitant  dfftraints,  efpecially  on 
account  of  tithes:  into  the  detail  of  which  we  have  not 
room  to  defcend.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  in  i6co,  where  e°l 
13s.  6d.  only  could  be  demanded,  13 81.  were  exafted.t ~ 

lo  fum  up  this  view  of  their  fufferings,  it  may  be  ob- 
ierved,  that  when  a  printed  account  of  them  was  prefented 
to  the  parliament  which  the  protefior  convened,  it  appeared 
that  one  hundred  and  forty  of  them  wmre  then  in  prifon- 
and  of  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  who  had  buffered  in  the 
preceding  fix  years,  twenty-one  had  died  in  prifon,  generally 
by  hardfhip  or  by  violent  abufes.§ 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  they  fupported  themfelves  under 
fevere  perfecution,  with  meeknefs,  patience,  and  fortitude, 

“  as  .tambs  dumb  before  their  fliearers:”  and  there  were  not 
wanting  inftances  of  their  being  fo  borne  up  by  inward  con- 
folation  and  peace,  by  faith  and  hope  in  their  affliflions,  as 
frequently  to  fing  praifes  to  God,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the 
fpeffators  and  of  their  fellow-prifoners. 

While  they  were  expofed  to  hatred,  contempt,  and  abufe 
from  without,  brotherly  kindnefs  and  unfeigned  charity  in- 
creafed,  and  connected  them  amongft  themfelves.  While 
each  feemed  regardlefs  of  his  own  liberty,  they  were  zea- 
Jous  advocates  for  that  of  their  brethren,  and  almofl  incef- 
fitnt  in  their  reprefentations  to  thofe  in  authority  of  the 

il  Gough’s  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  176—180.  *  Ibid.  p.  180—188. 

I  Ibid.  p.  284.  §  Ibid.  p.  274.  1 

»  '  1  fufferings. 
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fufferings  of  their  friends;  going  fo  far  in  their  charity,  as 
to  offer  themfelves  freely,  perfon  for  perfon,  to  lie  in  prifon, 
inftead  of  fuch  as  they  apprehended  were  in  danger  of 
perifhing  through  the  length  or  extremity  of  their  con- 
iinement.f 

This  mutual  and  generous  attachment  was  amiable:  their 
moral  conduct  was  regular:  and  their  confcienuqus  regard 
to  fidelity  in  their  commerce  begat  confidence.  They  were 
careful  to  manufacture  or  choofe  fuch  goods  as  were  fubftam 
tial  and  would  anfwer  the  expectations  of  the  purchafers; % 
moderate  in  their  profits;  (paring  in  their  commendations; 
punctual  in  their  payments;  they  afked  no  more  for  their 
ware  than  the  precife  fum  they  were  determined  to  accept ; 
and  they  took  no  advantage  of  ignorance.  So  that,  under 
all  their  fufferings,  they  profpered,  and  verified  the  proverb, 
that  honefty  is  the  bejl  policy /; 

It  was  alfo  a  diftinguiftiing  trait  in  the  character  of  this 
people,  that  they  attached  themfelves  to  none  of  the  political 
parties  of  the  day,  nor  entered  into  their  ambitious  views. 
It  was  with  them  a  principle  of  religion  to  have  no  inter¬ 
meddling  with  fecular  factions,  and  to  demean  themfelves 
quietly  and  peaceably  under  the  exifiing  government.  When 
the  nation  was  in  great  commotion  and  fluctuation,  on  the 
death  of  Cromwell ,  George  Fox  addreffed  an  exhortation  to 
his  friends  “  to  live  in  love  and  peace  with  all  men,,  to  keep 
“  clear  of  all  the  commotions  of  the  world,  and  not  to  in- 
“  termeddle  with  the  powers  of  the  earth,  but  to  let  their 
“  converfation  be  in  heaven.”  He  remarked,  that  “  all 
“  who  pretend  to  fight  for  Chrifl  are  deceived,  for  his  king- 
46  dom  is  not  of  this  world,  and  therefore  his  fervants  do 
“  not  fight.”  When  fir  George  Booth  rofe  in  arms  in  favour 
of  the  exiled  monarch,  the  committee  of  fafety  invited  the 
(junkers  to  take  up  arms,  offering  confiderable  pods  and  com¬ 
mands  to  fomc  of  them.  But  they  dteemed  war  and  violence 
to  be  inconfiffent  with  pure  chriltianity,  and  were  not  to  be 
corrupted  by  the  profpe&s  of  preferment  and  honours.* 

Unaffifted  by  any  alliance  with  the  date,  nay,  treated  with 
feverity  by  all  the  contending  powers  in  their  turn,  and 

•  *  Gough’s  Hiftory,  vol  i.  p.  140,  175,  76.  j  Ibid.  p.  141. 

*  Ibid.  p.  273,  4,  7. 
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every  where  purfued  with  contempt  and  cruel  abufe,  they 
increafed,  and  Ipread  themfelves  over  the  kingdom.  In  the 
year  1652,  meetings  of  them  were  fettled  in  many  of  the 
central  and  northern  parts  of  the  nation.  Their  preachers 
were  zealous  and  achve;  not  intimidated  by  fufferings,  nor 
wearied  by  jourmes  and  labours.  Francis  Howgill  and 
Echv.  Burroughs ,  with  Anthony  Pearfon ,  travelled  to  London; 
John  Cam  and  John  Audland,  to  Briftol ;  Richard  Hubber - 
thorn  and  George  Whitehead ,  to  Norwich;  and  others  to 
other  parts.  And  we  find  George  Fox  diffeminating  their 
principles,  and  meeting  the  fevered  fufferings,  in  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  evils,  which  this  people  endured 
with  Angular  meeknefs  and  patience,  had  great  effeft  in 
awakening  attention  to  their  preaching,  and  foftening  the 
minds  of  numbers  to  the  reception  of  their  do&rine.  It 
was  juftly  remarked  by  Hugh  Peters  to  Oliver  Cromwell , 
46  that  he  could  not  give  George  Fox  a  better  opportunity  of 
u  fpreading  his  principles  in  Cornwall,  than  by  imprifoning 
“  him  there/5*  7 

The  indances  of  the  perfecution  and  fufferings  they  en¬ 
dured,  which  we  have  felefted,  for  we  do  not"  pretend  to 
give  their  hidory  in  a  minute  detail,  refleft  difgrace  on  the 
magiftracy  of  the  age:  and  are  a  reproach  to  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice.  But  the  mayor  of  Oxford,  in  the  year 
1654,  deferves  to  be  mentioned  as  an  example  of  a  more 
equitable  and  humane  difpofition.  Elizabeth  Heavens  and 
Elizabeth  Fletcher ,  two  North-country  wTomen,  were  appre¬ 
hended  and  fent  to  Bocardo,  a  prifon  ufually  appropriated  to 
the  reception  of  felons  and  murderers,  for  having  exhorted 
the  people,  after  fervice,  in  one  of  the  churches.  The 
mayor  being  fent  for  to  meet  the  jurtices,  by  whofe  order 
they  had  been  committed,  to  examine  the  quakers ,  he  replied 
to  the  meffage:  “  Let  them  who  committed  them  deal  with 
46  them  according  to  law,  for  my  part  I  have  nothing  againft 
cc  them:  if  they  wanted  food,  money,  or  clothes,  I  would 
“  willingly  fupply  them.”  The  juftices,  however,  met,  at¬ 
tended  by  Dr.  Owen  the  vice-chancellor,  who  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  in  examining  them;  and  the  fentence  palled  on  them 
was,  that  they  Ihould  be  whipped  out  of  the  city.  This  fen- 

*  Gough’s  Hiitory,  p.  217, 
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nee,  according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  town,  was  not 
Jid  without  the  fignature  and  feal  of  the  mayor:  which, 
he  judged  it  unmerited  and  unjuft,  he  refufed  to  affix  to 
But  'by  the  order  of  the  vice-chancellor  and  his  coad- 
tors,  it  was  feverely  executed  without  being  legalifed  by 
s  fanftion :  though  the  conviction  of  their  innocence  af- 
cted  even  the  heart  of  the  executioner  to  that  degree,  that 
»  performed  his  office  with  m an i felt  relu&ance.j- 
Another  more  remarkable  and  more  publick  inftance  of 
roteftion  and  juftice,  which  this  people  were  fo  happy  as 
ice  to  receive  in  tliofe  times,  reflects  honour  on  the  name 
f  general  Monk.  On  a  complaint  againft  fome  of  his  fol- 
ers  for  difturbing  their  meetings,  he  iffued  out  this  order: 


u  St.  James’s,  March  9,  1659. 

cc  I  Do  require  all  officers  and  foldiers  to  forbear  to 
difturb  the  peaceable  meetings  of  the  quakers ,  they  doing 
nothing  prejudicial  to  the  parliament  or  commonwealth 
of  England.  George  Monk”* 


I  am  fenfible,  that  wild  flights  of  rudenefs  and  enthufiafm, 
lat  violations  of  decency,  decorum,  and  order,  are  imputed 
>  the  quakers  of  this  period.  Mojheim  ftigmatizes  them  as 
pernicious, fanaticks,”  and  fpeaks,  as  it  were  with  appro- 
ation,  of  their  being  cc  feverely  chaftifed  for  their  extra- 
vagance  and  folly.55  But  granting  the  juftnefs  of  thefe 
nputations,  which  I  conceive,  however,  are  by  no  means 
)  be  admitted  in  all  inftances  and  to  their  full  extent,  and 
ill  fcarcely  apply  to  tliofe  cafes  of  differing  which  we  have 
ated;  every  equitable  and  humane  mind  will  feel  indignant 
:  feeing  folly  illegally  chaftifed,  and  enthufiaftick  extrava- 
ancies  reftrained  by  ads  of  cruelty.  Extravagance  and  folly 


4  Thefe  women  had  a  few  days  before,  for  exhorting  the  inhabitants 
id  ftudents  to  repentance,  been  pumped  on  by  the  fcholars  of  St.  John’s 
allege,  till  they  were  aimoft  fufFocated:  they  were  then  tied  arm  to  arm, 
id  dragged  up  and  down  the  college,  and  through  a  pool  of  water:  and 
lizabeth  Fletcher ,  a  young  woman,  was  thrown  over  a  grave,  whereby 
e  received  a  contufion  on  her  fide  from  which  (lie  never  recovered,  but 
on  after  died.  Yet  it  does  not  appear  that  the  magiftrates  animadverted 
1  this  inhuman  outrage,  Gough’s  Hillory,  vol,  i.  p.  147 — 149. 

#  Ibid,  p.  270. 
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rank  almoft  with  wifdom  and  virtue,  when  compared  wit] 
the  inj uft ice  and  inhumanity  of  the  magistrates  fror 
whom  the  quakers  fufFered  perfecution,  (v  fl  f  1] 

^^c'u  ■1^l01T  during  this  period,  though  we  have  give] 
an  abi  tract  only  of  it,  has  carried  us  farther  than  we  intend 
cd.  but  we  fliall  not  be  long  detained  by  a  furvey  of  th 
filiation  °f  the  other  feftaries  at  this  time. 

An  a<ft  of  the  Scotch  prefbytery,  March  22,  16^2-3 
tended  to  convince  the  baptifts,  that  their  principles  wer< 
not  beheid  with  a  favourable  eye  in  that  nation:  for  one  0: 
three  declarations  it  then  'publiflied,  was  6i  againfl  the  nev 

Scots  GippCiS.  j|  Lying  under  an  odium,  and  animatec 
by  a  zeal  to  propagate  what  they  deemed  truth,  they  pm 


perly  went  on  to  exhibit,  from  time  to  time,  a  reprefen 


ta 


nor 


£6 


it 


<C 


and  defence  of  their  fentiments,  by  their  publications.  Ii 
the  year  1654,  the  reverend  William  Britten ,  who  had 'em 
braced  their  opinions,  printed^  treatife,  entitled  “  The  Mo 
derate  Baptift;  briefly  fhewing  fcripture-way  for  that  ini 
tiatory  faerament  of  baptifm;  together  with  divers  queries 
“  confiderations,  errors,  and  miftakes,  in  and  about  the  worl 
“  of  religion:  wherein  may  appear,  that  the  baptifts  of  0111 
**  times  hold  not  thofe  Arrange  opinions  as  many  heretofore 
have  done;  but  as  the  feriptures  are  ndw  more  clearly 
cc  underflood,  fo  they  defire  to  come  nearer  to  walk  by  the 
fame^  light.55  In  1656,  the  baptift  churches  in  Somer- 
fetfhire  publifhed  a  confeffion  of  their  faith. §  .  '  :  ’ 

When  Oliver  Cromwell  had  ufurped  the  government,  he 
difeharged  at  once  all  the  principal  officers  of  his  army,  upon 
this  among  other  reafons,  that  they  were  all  anabaptifts.* 
His  intention  of  difearding  them  was  firfl  communicated  to 
a  Scots  lord,  called  Twidle ,  and  reached  the  ears  pf  the 
baptifts  before,  it  was  executed.  This  occafioned  a  free  and 
ffrong  remonftrance  againfl  the  defign,  written,  it  is  fuppofed, 
by  an  officer,  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled  “'A  Short  Difcovery 
of  his  Highnefs  the  Lord  Proteftor’s  intention  touching 
the  Anabaptifts  in  the  Army,  &c.  upon  which  there  is 

II  Whitlock’s  Memorial,  p.  528.  W 

§  Crofby’s  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts,  vol.  i.  p.  254,  who  has  given  this 
confdlion  of  faith  in  the  Appendix,  No.  iii. 

*  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  5, 

propounded 
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propounded  thirty-five  queries  for  his  highnefs  to  anfwer 
to  his  own  confcience.  By  a  well-wiftier  to  the  Anabap- 
tifts*  profperity,  and  the  reft  of  the  feparates  in  England.” 
tis  pamphlet  is  given  at  length  by  Crofby.  ||  it  appears 
)m  it,  that  the  baptifts  were,  at  this  time,  a  numerous  body. 
>r  the  writer  of  it  aiks  the  protestor,  u  Have  they  not  filled 
your  towns,  your  cities,  your  provinces,  your  iflands,  your 
caftles,  your  navies,  your  tents,  your  armies,  your  court? 
your  very  council  is  not  free:  only  we  have  left  your  tem¬ 
ples  for  yourfelf  to  worfliip  in  them?” 

The  piece  is  on  the  fide  of  toleration  and  liberty.  Amidft 
2  fad  fcenes  of  fuffcring  for  confcience  and  perfecution 
licit  mark  this  period,  it  is  a  comfort  to  behold  fome 
^ams  of  light  from  the  dawn  of  the  day  of  liberty.  The 
dependants ,  while  the  prejbytei'ians  exclaimed  that  tolera¬ 
nt  was  but  an  indulgence  for  foul-murder,  were  early  and 
enuous  advocates  for  the  rights  of  confcience.  Dr.  John 
ven,  though,  in  the  cafe  of  the  women  whofe  fufferings 
:  have  mentioned,  he  did  not  aft  up  to  his  principles,  was 
longft  the  firft  of  our  countrymen  who  entertained  juft 
d  liberal  notions  on  this  fubjeft,  which  he  had  the  inte- 
ity  and  refolution  to  avow  and  publiftt,  when  the  times 
:re  the  leaft  encouraging:  and  the  celebrity  of  his  name, 
arafter,  and  learning,  gave  weight  to  his  writings.  In 
67,  when  the  diflenters  were  fufFering  perfecution  under 
mrles  II.  he  publiftied  two  “  Pleas  for  indulgence  and  to¬ 
leration.”  But  before  this,  he  had  argued  very  cogently 
ainft  intolerance,  in  an  Effay  for  the  praftice  of  Church  go- 
rnment,  and  a  Difcourfe  of  Toleration,  which  were,  proba- 
J->  firft  publiftied  about  the  beginning  of  1647,  when  the 
rliament  was  arrived  in  full  power  and  he  was  in  great  re- 
te.*  The  memorable  John  Hale’s  celebrated  «  Traft  on 
Schifm  breathed  a  liberal  catholick  fpiritj  and  much  in- 
ence,  in  advancing  the  fpread  of  juft  fcntiments  on  liberty, 
ty  be  juftly  afcribed  to  it.  "  5 

In  the  period,  of  which  we  are  particularly  fpeakinp-,  the 
rfecution  of  the  excellent  and  pious  Biddle  contributed  to 
pofe  the  evil  of  intolerance,  and  brought  forth  advocates 

II  Vol.  iii.  p.  232 — 242. 

*  Palmer’s  Nonconformifts’  Memorial,  vol.  i.  p.  137. 
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for  liberty  in  feveral  publications  to  which  it  gave  origin 
as,  “  A  Narrative  of  the  proceedings  againft  John  Biddle y 
Ihe  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  of  Liberty  of  Confcience  \ 

“  England;5’  and  44  The  Spirit  of  Spirit  of  Perfecutioi 
“  again  broke  loofe.55^ 

Mr.  Biddle's  own  publications,  though  they  were  chief!' 
controversial,  had  the  fame  good  tendency;  as  they  led  t< 
the  difcuffion  of  important  queflions,  promoted  religion 
enquiry,  and  called  men  to  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  pri 
vate  judgment.  Two  pieces  went  more  directly  to  elucidate 
eftabiifh,  and  diffeminate  the  principles  of  liberty;  namely 
“  A  Brief  Enquiry  touching  a  better  way  than  is  commonh 
made  ufe  of  to  refute  Papijis ,  and  to  reduce  Frotejiants  t< 
“  certainty  and  unity  in  religion.55  1653.  And  anothe 
traft,  entitled  44  A  Difcourfe  touching  the  Peace  and  Con 
“  cord  of  the  Church:  wherein  is  elegantly  and  acutel] 
“  argued,  that  not  fo  much  a  bad  opinion  as  a  bad  life  ex 
6C  eludes  a  chriftian  out  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  anc 
“  that  the  things  neceffary  to  be  known  for  the  attainmen 
“  of  falvation  are  very  few  and  eafy:  and  finally,  that  thofe 
44  who  pafs  amongfl  us  under  the  name  of  hereticks,  are 
cc  notwithflanding  to  be  tolerated.55  1653.  Thefe  wen 
tranflations,  the  former  of  a  piece  written  in  Latin  by  Joachim 
Stegman ,  a  German,  and  minifter  of  an  Unitarian  church,  at 
Claufenburg,  in  Saxony ;  the  latter  of  a  treatife,  originally 
compofed  in  Latin,  by  Przipcovius ,  a  popifli  knight.55 §  In 
this  connection  Ihould  be  mentioned  his  tranflation  of  the 
Racovian  catechifm,  drawn  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  Unitarian 
churches  in  Poland;  and  particularly  the  preface  to  it,  1652. 
This  catechifm  wars  reported  to  the  parliament,  and  voted  by 
them  to  44  contain  matters  that  are  blafphemous ,  erroneous , 
44  and  fcandalous  :yi  and  all  the  printed  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  burnt.  |j  1 

A  piece  on  the  fide  of  liberty,  published  in  1659,  deferv- 
mg  particular  notice,  was  44  A  Treatife  of  Civil  Power  in 
44  Ecclefiaftical  Caufes:  fhewing  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  any 
44  power  on  earth  to  compel  in  matters  of  religion.  By 


X  Crofby’s  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifls,  vol.  i.  p.  209—215. 

§  A  Review  of  the  Life,  Character,  and  Writings  of  John  Biddle,  fe&.  xi, 

||  Whitlocke’s  Memorials,  p.  505. 
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John  Milton.”  This  manual  lias  been  republifhed,  fo  lately 
as  in  1790,  addreffed  to  Dr.  Richard  Price .  It  is  written 
on  the  moft  liberal  principles,  in  the  ftrong  and  nervous  man* 
ner  of  the  author.* 

It  is  not  poffible  to  fay,  at  this  remote  period  from  their 
appearance,  what  impreffion  thefe  publications  made.  From 
the  nature  of  truth,  and  the  force  of  juft  reafoning,  they 
could  not  fail  to  be  ufeful:  and  though  the  immediate  effeft 
cannot  be  eftimated,  we  know  that  the  fpirit  of  liberty  has 
been  growing  and  improving  ever  fince  that  time. 

♦ 

#  I  am  tempted  here  to  quote  a  paflage  from  this  piece.  “  We  read  not 
<c  that  Chrift  ever  exercifed  force  but  once ;  and  that,”  fays  the  author, 
was  to  drive  profane  ones  out  of  his  temple,  not  to  force  them  in.”  €e  If 
cc  by  the  Apoftle,  (Rom.xii.  i.)  we  are  befeeched  as  brethren,  by  the  mer- 
“  cies  of  God,  to  prefent  our  bodies  a  living  facrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to 
€C  God,  which  is  our  reafonable  fervice  or  worlhip ;  then  is  no  man  to  be 
“  forced,  by  the  compulfive  laws  of  men,  to  prefent  his  body  a  dead  facri- 
cc  fice,  and  fo,  under  the  gofpel,  moft  unholy  and  unacceptable,  becaufe  it 
“  is  his  unreafonable  fervice,  that  is  to  fay,  not  only  unwilling,  but  uncon- 
“  fcionable.” 
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CHAP.  V. 

♦  1  ‘  •  *  . 
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From  the  'Rejloration  of  King  Charles  II.  to  the 

Conference  at  the  Savoy. . 


t 


1660. 


TpEFORE  we  relate  the  conference  between  the  epifcopal 
O  and  prefbyterian  divines  in  order  to  a  comprehenflon ,  it 
will  be  proper  to  reprefent  the  views  of  the  court,  and  of 
the  bifhops,  who  had  promifed  to  aft  with  temper,  and  to 
bury  all  paft  offences  under  the  foundation  of  the  reftoration. 
Ihe  point. in  debate  was,  Whether  conceffons  flooidd  be- made , 
and  pains  taken  to  gain  the  prefbyterians?  The  king  feemed 
to  be  for  it;  but  the  court  bilhops,  with  lord  Clarendon  at 
their  head,  were  abfolutely  againft  it:  Clarendon  was  a  man 
of  high  and  arbitrary  principles,  and  gave  himfelf  up  to  the 
bifhops,  for  the  fervice  they  had  done  him  in  reconciling  the 
king  to  his  daughter’s  clandeftine  marriage  with  the  duke  of 
2ft rk.  If  his  lordfhip  had  been  a  friend  to  moderate  mea- 
fures,  the  greatefl  part  of  the  prefbyterians  might  have  been 
gained;  but  he  would  not  difoblige  the  bifliops;  the  reafons 
•of  whole  angry  behaviour  were,  1.  Their  high  notions  of 
the  epifcopal  form  of  government ,  asaneceffary  to  the  very  effcnce 
of  a  chrijlian  church ,  2.  The  r-efentments  that  remained  in 

their  breajts  againft  all  who  had  engaged  with  the  long  par - 
liament ,  and  had  been  the  caufe  of  their  fujjerings.  3.  The 
prefbyterians  being  legally  poftfteffed  of  moft  of  the  benefices  in 
church  and  ft  ate ,  it  was  thought  necffary  to  difpojfefs  them; 
and  if  there  muft  be  a  fchifn,  rather  to  have  it  out  of  the 
church  than  ' within  ii\  for  it  had  been  obferved,  that  the 


half  conformity  of  the  puritans  before  the  xvar,  had,  in  moft 
cities  and  corporations,  occafioned  a  faftion  between  the 
incumbents  and  ledurers ,  which  latter  had  endeavoured  to 
render  themfelves  popular,  at  the  expence  of  the  hierarchy. 
4.  Befides,  they  had  too  much  influence  in  the  eledion  of  re- 

prefentatives 
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prefentatives  to  fcrve  in  parliament ;  therefore  inftead  of 
ufing  methods  to  bring  them  into  the  church  (fays  bilhop 
Burner])  they  refolved  to  feck  the  moft  effectual  ones  for 
carting  them  out.  Here  was  no  generpfity,  or  fpirit  of  ca- 
tholicifm,  no  remembrance  of  part  fervices,  no  compafllon 
for  weak  or  prejudiced  minds,  but  a  fixed  refolution  to  dif¬ 
arm  their  opponents  at  all  events;  fo  that  the  enfuing  con¬ 
ferences  with  the  prelbyterians  were  no  other  than  an 
amufement  to  keep  them  quiet,  till  they  could  obtain  a  law 
for  their  utter  expulfion. 

The  king  was  devoted  to  his  pleafures,  and  had  no  prin¬ 
ciples  of  real  religion;  his  grand  defign  was  to  lay  alleep 
the  former  controverfi.es,  and  to  unite  both  proteftant  and 
papift  under  his  government ;  with  this  view  he  fubmitted 
to  the  fcheme  of  the  bifhops,  in  hopes  of  making  it  fubfer- 
vient  to  a  general ■-  toleration-,  which  nothing  could  render 
more  neceflary,  than  having  great  bodies  of  men  fhut  out  of 
the  church,  and  put  under  fevere  penal  laws,  who  muft  then 
be  petitioners  for  a  toleration  which  the  legiflature  would 
probably  grant;  but  it  was  his  majerty’s  refolution,  that 
whatfoever  Jhould  be  granted  of  that  fort  Jhould  pafs  info  un¬ 
limited  a  manner,  that  papifts  as  well  as  other  fedlaries  Jhoidd 
be  comprehended  within  it.  The  duke  of  1'ork  and  all  the 
Roman  catholicks  were  in  this  fcheme;  they  declared  abfo- 
lutely  againrt  a  comprehenfton ,  but  were  very  much  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  toleration,  as  ■  what  was  neceflary  for  the  peace  of  the 
nation,  and  promoting  the  catholick  caufe. 

.  The  well-meaning  prelbyterians  were  all  this  while  rtri- 
ving  againrt  the  rtream,  and  making  intereft  with  a  fet  of  men 
who  were  now  laughing  in  their  fleeves  at  the  abject  condi¬ 
tion  to  which  their  egregious  credulity  had  reduced  them. 
They  offered  archbilhop  UJher’s  model  of  primitive  epifco- 
pucy  as  a  plan  of  accommodation;  that  the  furplice ,  the  cvfs 
in  baptifm,  and  kneeling  at  the  communion,  ihould  be  left 
indifferent.  j|  They  were  content  to  fet  afide  the  afembly’s 
confejfion,  and  let  the  articles  of  the  church  of  England  take 
place  with  fome  few  amendments.  About  the  middle  of  Tune 
Mr.  Calamy,  Dr.  Reynolds,  Mr .AJhe,  Mr.  Baxter,  Dr.  Wallis, 
Dr.  Manton,  and  Dr.  Spur/low,  waited  upon  the  king,  .being 

t  Vol.  i.  p.  259,  60,  izrao.  ||  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  17;.  " 
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introduced  by  the  earl  of  Manchefter ,  to  crave  his  majefty’s 
interpofition  for  reconciling  the  differences  in  the  church;  that 
the  people  might  not  be  deprived  of  their  faithful  pallors: 
Honeft  Mr.  Baxter  told  his  majefty,  that  the  intereft  of  the 
late  ufurpers  with  the  people  arofe  from  the  encouragement 
they  had  given  religion ;  and  he  hoped  the  king  would  not 
undo,  but  rather  go  beyond  the  good  which  Cromwell  or  any 
other  had  done.  J  They  laid  a  good  deal  of  llrefs  on  their  own 
loyalty,  and  carefully  diftinguifhed  between  their  own  behavi¬ 
our  and  that  of  other’feflaries,  who  had  been  difloyal  and  fac¬ 
tious.  The  king  replied,  that  cc  he  was  glad  to  hear  of  their 
cc  inclinations  to  an  agreement;  that  he  would  do  his  part  to 
“  bring  them  together,  but  this  muff  not  be  by  bringing  one 
“  party,  over  to  another,  but  by  abating  fomewhat  on  both 
“  {ides,  and  meeting  in  the  midway;  and  that  if  it  were  not 
“  accomplifhed  it  lhould  not  be  his  fault;  nay,  he  faid,  he 
“  was  refolved  to  fee  it  brought  to  pafs.”f  Accordingly  his 
majelty  required  them  to  draw  up  fuch  propofals  as  they 
thought  meet  for  an  agreement  about  church  government, 
and  to  fet  down  the  moll  they  could  yield;  promifmg  them 
a  meeting  with  fome  epifcopal  divines  in  his  majefly’s  pre¬ 
fence,  when  the  propofals  were  ready.  Upon  this  they  fum- 
moned  the  city  minifters  to  meet  and  confult  at  Sion  Col¬ 
lege,  not  excluding  fuch  of  their  country  brethren  as  would 
attend,  that  it  might  not  be  faid  afterwards  they  took  upon 
themfelves  the  concluding  fo  weighty  an  affair.*  After  two 
or  three  weeks  confutation  they  agreed  upon  a  paper  to  the 
following  purpofe,  drawn  up  chiefly  by  Dr.  Reynolds ,  Dr. 
Worth ,  and  Mr.  Calamy ,  which,  together  with  archbiftiop 
Ufher’s  reduction  of  epifcopacy,  they  offered  to  the  king, 
with  the  following  addrefs :  , 

'  “  May  it  pleafe  your  rnofl  excellent  majejly , 

“  WE  ypur  majefty’s  mod  loyal  fubjefts  cannot  but 
tc  acknowledge  it  as  a  very  great  mercy  of  God,  that  im- 
mediately  after  fo  wonderful  and  peaceable  reftoration  to 
your  throne  and  government  (for  which  we  blefs  his  name) 
u  he  has  flirted  up  your  royal  heart,  as  to  a  zealous  tefti- 

J  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  182.  )  Ibid,  p,  183. 

#  Baxter,  part  ii.  p.  232. 
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“  mony  againft  prophanenefs,  fo  to  endeavour  an  happy 
“  compofmg  of  the  differences,  and  healing  the  fad  breaches 
“  which  are  in  the  church.  And  we  {hall,  according  to  our 
“  bounded  duty,  become  humble  fuitors  to  the  throne  of 
“  grace,  that  the  God  of  peace,  who  has  put  fuch  a  tiling 
“  as  this  into  your  majefty’s  heart,  will,  by  his  heavenly 
“  wifdom  and  holy  fpirit,  affift  you  herein^  that  you  may 
“  bring  your  refolutions  to  a  perfeft  effect  and  iffue. — 

“  In  humble  conformity  to  your  majefty’s  chriftian  defigns, 
ic  we,  taking  it  for  granted  that  there  is  a  firm  agreement 
“  between  our  brethren  and  us  in  the  doftrinal  truths  of  the 
fiC  reformed  religion,  and  in  the  fubflantial  parts  of  divine 
“  worfhip,  humbly  defire, 


Firjl ,  “  That  we  may  be  fecured  of  thofe  things  in  prac- 
“  tice  of  which  we  feem  to  be  agreed  in  principle;  as, 

1.  “  lhat  thofe  of  our  flocks  that  are  ferious  in  matters 
of  their  falvation  may  not  be  reproachfully  handled  by 
words  of  fcorn,  or  any  abufive  language,  but  may  be  en¬ 
couraged  in  their  duties  of  exhorting  and  provoking  one 
another  in  their  mofl  holy  faith,  and  of  furthering  one 

“  another  in  the  ways  of  eternal  life. 

2.  “  1  hat  each  congregation  may  have  a  learned,  ortho¬ 
dox,  and  godly  pallor,  that  the  people  may  be  publickly 

“  mftruftea  by  preaching  every  Lord’s  day,  by  catechifing, 

by  frequent  adminiftering  the  Lord’s-fupper  and  baptifm; 

and  that  effectual  provilion  by  law  may  be  made,  that  fuch  as 

are  infufficient,  negligent,  or  fcandalous,  may  not  officiate. 

3*  That  none  may  be  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  fupper  till 

CC  tbey  perfonally  own  their  baptifma!  covenant  by  a  credible 

“  profeffion  of  faith  and  holinefs,  not  contradicted  by  a  fcan- 

dalous  life,  lhat  to  fuch  only  confirmation  may  be  ad- 

c  mmiftered;.  and  that  the  approbation  of  the  paftor  to 

whom  the  ^inftruCting  thole  under  his  charge  doth  apr-.r- 

“  tain,  may  be  produced  before  any  perfon  receives  confir¬ 
mation. 

"  Jh,at  an  effeftual  courfc  be  taken  for  the  fanCtifica- 
tion  of  the  Lord’s  day,  appropriating  the  fame  to  holy 
exercifes  both  in  publick  and  private,  without  any  unne- 
celiary  divertifements.”  v 

u  2  “Then 
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44  Then  for  matters  in  difference,  viz.  church-government, 
44  liturgy,  and  ceremonies,  we  humbly  reprefent, 

44  That  we  do  not  renounce  the  true  ancient  primitive 
44  epifcopacy  or  prefidency,  as  it  was  balanced  with  a  due 
44  commixtion  of  prefbyters.  If  therefore  your  majefty,  in 
44  your  grave  wifdom  and  moderation,  fhall  conflitute  fuch 
44  an  epifcopacy,  we  (hall  humbly  fubmit  thereunto.  And 
44  in  order  to  an  accommodation  in  this  weighty  affair,  we 
44  defire  humbly  to  offer  fome  particulars  which  we  conceive 
44  were  amifs  in  the  epifcopal  government  as  it  was  prac- 
44  tifed  before  the  year  1640. 

1.  44  The  great  extent  of  the  biffiop’s  diocefe,  which  we 
44  apprehend  too  large  for  his  perfonal  infpeftion. 

2.  44  That  by  reafon  of  this  difability  the  bifhops  did  de- 
46  pute  the  adminiftration,  in  matters  of  fpiritual  cognizance, 
44  to  commiffaries,  chancellors,  officials,  whereof  fome  are  fe- 
44  cular  perfons,  and  could  not  adminifter  that  power  that 
44  originally  belongs  to  the  officers  of  the  church. 

3.  44  That  the  biffiops  did  affume  the  foie  power  of  ordi- 
44  nation  and  jurifdiftion  to  themfelves. 

4.  44  That  fome  of  the  biffiops  exercifed  an  arbitrary 
44  power,  by  fending  forth  articles  of  vifitation,  enquiring 
44  unwarrantably  into  feveral  things;  and  fwearing  church- 
44  wardens  to  prefent  accordingly.  Alfo  many  innovations 
44  and  ceremonies  were  impofed  upon  minifters*  and  people 
44  not  required  by  law. 

44  For  remedy  of  thefe  evils  we  crave  leave  to  offer, 

1.  44  The  late  moft  reverend  primate  of  Ireland,  his  re- 
44  duftion  of  epifcopacy  into  the  form  of  fynodical  govern- 
44  ment. 

2.  44  We  humbly  defire,  that  the  fuffragans ,  or  chorepif- 
44  copi ,  may  be  chofen  by  the  refpe&ive  fynods. . 

3.  44  That  no  oaths,  or  promifes  of  obedience  to  the 

44  biffiops,  nor  any  unneceffary  fubfcriptions  or  engagements, 
44  be  made  neceffary  to  ordination,  inftitution,  or  induction, 
44  miniftration,  communion,  or  immunities  of  minifters,  they 
44  being  refponfible  for  any  tranfgreffion  of  the  law.  And 
44  that  no  biffiops  or  ecclefiaftical  governors  may  exercife 
44  their  government  by  their  private  will  or  pleafure,  but 
44  only  by  fuch  rules,  canons,  and  conftitutions,  as  ffiall  be 
44  eftabliffied  by  parliament.  Secondly , 
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Secondly ,  “  Concerning  Liturgy. 

1.  66  We  are  faltisfied  in  our  judgments  concerning  the 
cc  lawfulnefs  of  a  liturgy,  or  form  of  worfhip,  provided  it 
<c  be  for  matter  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and  fuited  td 
cc  the  nature  of  the  feveral  ordinances  and  neceffities  of  the 
cc  church,  neither  too  tedious,  nor  compofed  of  too  fhort 
ec  prayers  or  refponfals,  not  dilfonant  from  the  liturgies  of 
cc  other  reformed  churches,  nor  too  rigoroufly  impofed,  nor 
<c  the  minifter  confined  thereunto,  but  that  he  may  alfo 
“  make  ufe  of  his  gifts  for  prayer  and  exhortation. 

2.  “  Forafmuch  as  the  book  of  common-prayer  is  in  fome 
cc  things  juftly  offenfive,  and  needs  amendment,  we  moil 
“  humbly  pray,  that  fome  learned,  godly,  and  moderate  di- 

vines  of  both  perfuafions,  may  be  employed  to  compile 
<c  fuch  a  form  as  is  before  defcribed,  as  much  as  may  be  in 
66  Scripture  words;  or  at  lead  to  revife,  and  reform  the  old; 
“  together  with  an  addition  of  other  various  forms  in  fcrip- 
cc  ture  phrafe,  to  be  ufed  at  the  minifter’s  choice.” 
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Thirdly ,  “  Concerning  Ceremonies.  9 

“  We  hold  ourfelves  obliged,  in  every  part  of  divine  wor¬ 
fhip,  to  do  all  things  decently  and  in  order,  and' to  edifi¬ 
cation  ;  and  are  willing  to  be  determined  by  authority  in 
fuch  things  as  being  merely  circumftantial,  or  common  to 
human  aftions  and  focieties,  are  to  be  ordered  by  the 
light  of  nature,  and  human  prudence. 

“  As  to  divers  ceremonies  formerly  retained  in  the  church 
of  England,  we  do,  in  all  humility,  offer  to  your  majefty 
the  following  confiderations : 

“  That  the  worfhip  of  God  is  in  itfelf  pure  and  perfeft, 
and  decent,  without  any  fuch  ceremonies.  That  it  is  then 
moft  pure  and  acceptable  when  it  has  leaft  of  human  mix¬ 
tures.  That  thefe  ceremonies  have  been  impofed  and  ad¬ 
vanced  by  fome,  fo  as  to  draw  near  to  the.  fignificancy 
and  moral  efficacy  of  facraments.  That  they  have  been 
rejefted  by  many  of  the  reformed  churches  abroad,  and 
have  been  ever  the  Subject  of  contention  and  endlefs  dis¬ 
putes  in  this  church;  and  therefore  being  in  their  own 
nature  indifferent,  and  mutable,  they  ought  to  be  changed, 
left  in  time  they  fliould  be  apprehended  as  neceffary  2$ 
the  fubftantials  of  worfhip  themfelves.  46  May 
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May  it  therefore  pleafe  your  majefty  gracioufly  to  grant, 
that  kneelmg  at  the  Lord's  /upper ,  and  fuoh  holy-days  as 
are  but  of  human  inftitution,  may  not  be  impofed  on  fuch 
as  fcruple  them.  That  the  ufe  of  the  furplice  and  crofs  in 
baptifm ,  and  bowing  at  the  name  of  jefus ,  may  be  aboliflied. 

And  forafmuch  as  erefling  altars  and  bowing  towards 
them,  and  fuch  like,  (having  no  foundation  in  the  law  of 

*  the  land)  have  been  introduced  and  impofed,  we  humbly 
befeech  your  majefty,  that  fuch  innovations  may  not  be 
ufed  or  impofed  for  the  future.” 

When  the  prefbyterian  divines  came  to  court  with  thefe 
propofals,  the  king  received  them  favourably,  and  promifed 
to  bring  both  parties  together.  His  majefty  expreffed  a 
fatisfaftion  in  hearing  they  were  difpofed  to  a  liturgy,  and 
forms  of  prayer,  and  that  they  were  willing  to  yield  to  the 
elfence  of  epifcopacy,  and  therefore  doubted  not  of  procu¬ 
ring  an  accommodation.  The  minifters  expected  to  have  met 
the  bifhops  with  their  papers  of  propofals,  but  none  of  them 
appeared,  having  been  better  inftru&ed  in  a  private  confe¬ 
rence  with  the  lord  chancellor  Hydey  who  told  them,  it  was 
not  their  bufmefs  to  offer  propofals,  becaufe  they  were  in 
poffejfon  of  the  laws  of  the  land ;  that  the  hierarchy  and 
fervice  book ,  being  the  only  legal  eftabjifhment,  ought  to  be 
the  ftandard  of  agreement;  and  therefore  their  only  concern 
was  to  anfwer  the  exceptions  of  the  minifters  againft  it. 
Accordingly,  inftead  of  a  conference,  or  paper  of  propofals, 
which  the  minifters  expe&ed,  the  bifhops,  having  obtained  a 
copy  of  the  paper  of  the  prefbyterians,  drew  up  an  anfwer 
in  writing,  which  was  communicated  to  their  minifters,  July  8. 

In  this  anfwer,  the  bifhops  take  notice  of  the  minifters’ 
conceffions  in  their  preamble,  as  that  they ,  agree  with  them 
in  the  fabjlantials  of  dodlrine  and  worfoip\  and  infer  from 
thence;  that  their  particular  exceptions  are  of  lefs  import¬ 
ance,  and  ought  not  to  be  ftifly  infifted  on  to  the  diftur- 
bance  of  the  peace  of  the  church.* 

To  the  particulars  they  anfwer, 

i.  Concerning  church-government^  cc  That  they  never  heard 

any  juft  reafons  for  a  diffent  from  the  ecclefiaftical  hie- 

*  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  200,  Baxter’s  Life^  part  ii.  p.  24s*  rarchy 
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“  rarchy  of  this  kingdom,  which  they  believe  in  the  main  to 
«  be  the  true  primitive  epifcophcy ,  which  was  _  more  than  a 
“  meer  prefidency  of  order.  Nor  do  they  find  that  it  was 
“  balanced  by  an  authoritative  commixtion  ot  prclbytcrs, 
“  though  it  has  been  in  all  times  exercifed  with  the  alintance 
«  aild  counfel  of  preibyters  in  fubordination  to  01. hops. 
“  They  wonder  that  they  fhould  except  againft  the  govern- 
c‘  ment  by  one  fingle  perfort,  which,  if  applied  to  the  civil 
masriftrate,  is  a  molt  dangerous  infinuation. 

1 3  ' 


As  to  the  four  particular  inftances  of  things  amifs. 

1.  “  We  cannot  grant  the  extent  of  any  diocefe  is.fo 
great,  but  that  a  bijhop  may  well  perform  his  duty,  which 
is  not  a  perfonal  infpeftion  ol  every  man  s  foul,  but  the 
paboral  charge,  or  taking  care  that  the  numbers,  and 
other  ecclefiadical  officers  within  their  diocefe,  do  their 
duties;  and  if  fome  diocefes  ffiould  be  too  large,  the  law 

“  allows  fuffragans .  . 

2.  “  Concerning  lay-chanceltbrs ,  8cc.  we  confefs  the  bi- 
««  ffiops  did  depute  part  of  their  eccleliaftical  jurifdiftion  to 
cc  chancellors ,  conunifficiries ,  officials ,  &c.  as  men  better  fkmed 
«  in  the  civil  and  canon  laws;  but  as  for  matters  of  mere 
«  fpiritual  concernment,  as  excommunication ,  abfolution ,  and 
«  other  cenfures  of  the  church,  we  conceive  they  belong 
<c  properly  to  the  biffiop  himfelf,  or  his  iurrogate,  wiieiein, 
6C  if  any  thing  has  been  done  amifs,  wre  are  willing  it  ffiould 

be  reformed. 

3.  “  Whether  bijhops  are  a  didinft  order  from  prejbyters , 
“  or  not?  or,  whether  they  have  the  foie  power  of  ordi- 
<c  nation,  is  not  now  the  quebion;  but  we  affirm,  that  the 
"  biffiops  of  this  realm  have  conbantly  ordained  with  the 
«  affibance  of  preibyters,  and  the  impofition  of  their  hands 
“  together  with  the  biffiops,  and  for  this  purpofe  the  colleges 
u  of  deans  and  chapters  are  inbituted. 

4.  As  to  archbiffiop  UJher’ s  model  of  church-govern- 
“  ment,  we  decline  it,  as  not  confident  with  his  other  learned 
“  difeourfes  on  the  original  of  epifcopacy,  and  of  metro* 
“  politans;  nor  wTith  the  king’s  fupremacy  in  caufes  eccle- 

fiadical.” 

1  .  v  v 


*  Baxter,  p.  243. 
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II.  Concerning  Liturgy . 

«  “.We  e^cem  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England,  con- 

«  S-n  j  111  ,  rb0,°  4  °f  comm°n-prayer,  and  by  law  efta- 

bhlhed,  to  be  fuch  an  one  as  is  by  them  defired'  according 

to  the  qualifications  which  they  mention;  the  difufe  of 
w  ich  has  been  the  caufe  of  the  fad  divifions  of  the 
church,  and  the  refloring  it  may  be,  by  God’s  bleffing, 
a  ipecial  means  of  making  up  the  breach.  Nor  can  the 
impofition  of  it  be  called  rigorous,  as  long  as  clergymen 
“  have  the  ]i'ocrty  of  ufing  their  gifts  before  and  after  fer- 
mon.  Nevei  thelefs  we  are  not  againfi  revifing  the  liturgy 
“  by  fuch  difcreet  perfons  as  his  majelly  (half  think  fit  “to 
employ  therein. 

III.  Of  Ceremonies. 

Lawful  authority  has  already  determined  the  ceremonies 
in  quejiion  to  be  decent  and  orderly,  and  for  edification, 
and  confequently  to  be  agreeable  to  the  general  rules  of 
the  word.  We  allow  the  worlhip  of  God  is*in  itfelf  per¬ 
fect  in  effentials,  but  Hill  the  church  is  at  liberty  to  im- 
“  prove  it  with  cinjumlfantials  for  decency  and  order.  Ce- 
“  remonies  were  never  efleemed  to  be  facr aments,  nor 
impoied  as  fuch;  they  are  retained  by  mod  proteflant 
churches;  and  that  they  have  been  the  lubje£t  of  conten- 
“  tion  is  owing  to  men’s  weaknefs,  and  their  unwillingnefs 
“  to  fubmit  their  private  opinions  to  the  publick  judgment 
“  of  the  church.  We  acknowledge,  that  thefe  things  are 
“  in  their  nature  mutable,  but  we  can  by  no  means  think  it 
“  expedient  to  remove  them.  However,  as  we  are  no  way 
agairill  fuch  a  tender  and  religious  companion  in  things  of 
“  this  nature,  as  his  majefty’s  piety  and  wifdorn  fiiall  think 
“  fit  to  extend;  fo  we  cannot  think  that  the  fatisfaftion  of 
“  fome  private  perfons  is  to  be  laid  in  the  balance  againft 
“  the  publick  peace  and  uniformity  of  the  church. 

“  As  for  kneeling  at  the  Lord’s  /upper,  it  is  a  gefture  of 
“  the  greateft  reverence  and  devotion,  and  fo  mod  agreeable 
“  to  that  holy  fervice. 

“  Holy-days  of  human  infiitution  having  been  obferved  by 
“  the  people  of  God  in  the  Old  Teftament,  and  by  our 
“  blefifed  Saviour  himfelf  in 'the  gofpel,  and  by  all  the 

“  churches 
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u  churches  of  Chrift  in  the  primitive  and  following  times, 
<c  as  apt  means  to  preferve  the  memorials  of  the  chief  my- 
cc  fteries  of  the  chriftian  religion:  And  fuch  holy-days  alfo 
iC  being  fit  times  for  the  honefl  recreation  of  the  meaner 
“  fort  of  people;  for  thefe  reafons  we  humbly  defire  they 
“  may  be  continued  in  the  church. 

“  As  for  the  three  other  ceremonies,  the  furplice ,  the  crofs 
“  after  baptifm ,  and  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus ,  though  we 
“  fee  not  any  fufficient  reafon  why  they  fhould  be  utterly 
“  abolifhed,  neverthelefs,  how  farfortli,  in  regard  of  tender 
“  confciences,  a  liberty  may  be  thought  fit  to  be  indulged  to 
“  any,  his  majefty  is  held  able  to  judge. 

They  conclude  thus:  “  We  are  fo  far  from  believing  that 
“  his  majefty’s  condefcending  to  the  minifters  demands  will 
“  take  away  not  only  our  differences,  but  the  roots  and  caufes 
“  of  them,  that  we  are  confident  it  will  prove  the  feminary 
“  of  new  differences,  both  by  giving  diflatisfaftion  to  thofe 
“  that  are  well  pleafed  with  what  is  already  eftablilhed,  who 
“  are  much  the  greateft  part  of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts;  and 
“  by  encouraging  unquiet  fpirits,  when  thefe  things  final!  be 
“  granted,  to  make  further  demands;  there  being  no  affu- 
“  ranceby  them  given,  what  will  content  all  diffenters,  than 
“  which  nothing  is  more  neceffary  for  fettling  a  firm  peace 
“  in  the  church.”  , 

About  a  week  after,  the  prefbyterian  divines  fent  the 
hilltops  a  warm  remonftrance,  and  defence  of  their  propofals, 
drawn  up  chiefly  by  Mr.  Baxter,  to  the  following  purpefe: 

Concerning  the  preamble. 

“  We  are  not  infenfible  of  the  danger  of  the  church, 
“  through  the  doctrinal  errors  cf  thofe  with  whom  we  differ 
“  about  points  of  government  and  worfhip;  but  we  choofe 
“  to  fay  nothing  of  the  party  that  we  are  agreed  with  in 
“  do&rinals,  becaufe  we  both  fubferibe  the  fame  holy  ferip- 
“  tures,  articles  of  religion,  and  books  of  homilies;  and 
“  the  contradictions  to  their  own  confeffions,  which  too 

many  are  guilty  of, .  we  did  not  think  jufl  to  charge  upon 
«  the  whole.”*  0  1 

*  Kennet  s  Chron.  p.  205.  Baxter,  part  ii.  p.  24S. 
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C oncer ning  C hurch-governmeni. 

“  Had^you  read  Gerfon,  Bucer ,  Parker ,  Baynes ,  Salmafius , 
“  Blonde !,  &c.  you  would  have  leen  juft  reafon  given  for 

“  our  diffent  from  the  ecclefiaftical  hierarchy,  as  ftated  in 
“  England.” 

.  Injiances  of  things  amifs. 

“  You  would  eafily  grant  that  diocefes  are  too  great,  if 
“  you  had  ever  confcionably  tried  the  talk  which  Dr.  ifa/w- 
“  mond  defcribeth  as  the  bifhop’s  work;  or  had  ever  be- 
tc  lieved  Ignatius,  and  other  antient  descriptions  of  a  bifliop’s 
cc  church.  You  cannot  be  ignorant,  that  our  bilhops  have 
“  the  foie  government  of  pallors  and  people;  that  the  whole 
“  power  of  the  keys  is  in  their  hands,  and  that  their  pref- 
“  byters  are  but  cyphers.” 

Concerning  Ceremonies. 

“  Thefe  divines  argue  for  leaving  them  indifferent  for  the 
“  peace  of  the  church,  as  being  not  effential  to  the  perfec- 
“  tion  of  chriftian  worfhip,  efpecially  when  fo  many  looked 
“  upon  them  as  finful.” 

They  conclude  thus:  “  We  perceive  your  counfels  againji 
“  peace  are  not  likely  to  be  fruftrated.  Yourdefires  con- 
“  cerning  us  are  likely  to  be  accomplished.  You  are  like 
“  to  be  gratified  with  our  filence  and  ejection;  and  yet  we 
“  will  believe,  that  BleJJed  are  the  peace-makers-,  and  though 
“  we  are  prevented  by  you  in  our  purfuits  of  peace,  and 
“  are  never  like  thus  publickly  to  feek  it  more,  yet  are  we 
“  refolved,  as  much  as  pofiible,  to  live  peaceably  with  all 
es  men.” 

\  y 

The  eyes  of  the  prefbyterians  were  now  opened,  and  they 
began  to  difeern  their  weaknefs  in  expefting  an  agreement 
with  the  bilhops,  who  appeared  to  be  exafperated,  *and  de^ 
termined  to  tie  them  down  to  the  old  eflablifhment.  The 
former  feverities  began  already  to  be  revived,  and  the  laws 
were  put  in  execution  againft  fome  who  did  not  make  ufe  ' 
of  the  old  liturgy •  Many  were  fufpended  and  turned  out 
of  their  livings  on  this  account;  upon  which  the  leading 
prelbyterians  applied  to  the  king,  and  humbly  requeued, 

i.  “  That 
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1.  cc  That  they  might  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  fee  his 
c  majefly's  conclufions  upon  the  propolals  oi  mutual  con- 
£  defcenfions,  before  they  pafs  into  refolves. 

2.  “  That  his  majefty  would  publickly  declare  his  plea- 
‘  fore  for  the  fufpenfion  of  all  proceedings  upon  the  aft  of 
‘  uniformity,  againft  non-conformilts  to  the  liturgy  and  ce- 
<  remonies,  till  they  law  the  ilfue  of  their  hoped-jor  agree- 
c  ment. 

3.  “  That  until  the  faid  fettlement,  there  may  be  no  oath 
c  of  canonical  obedience,  nor  fubfeription  to  the  liturgy  and 
c  ceremonies  required,  nor  renunciation  of  their  ordination 
c  by  meer  prefbyters,  impofed  as  neceffary  to  inftitution, 
c  induftion  or  confirmation. 

4.  “  That  his  majelfy  would  caufe  the  broad  feal  to  be 
c  revoked,  where  perfons  had  been  put  into  the  pofleffion 
c  of  the  livings  of  others  not  void  by  fequeftation,  but  by 
:c  the  death  of  the  former  incumbents. 

5.  “  That  a  remedy  may  be  provided  againft  the  return  of 
c  feandalous  minifters,  into  the  places  from  whence  they  had 
c  been  ejected.’ ’f 

His  majefly  gave  them  a  civil  audience,  and  told  them  he 
ivould  put  what  he  thought  fit  to  grant  them  into  the 
"orm  of  a  declaration ,  which  they  fliould  have  the  liberty  of 
aerufing,  before  it  was  made  publicly  A  copy  of  this  was 
iccordingly  delivered  by  the  chancellor  to  Mr.  Baxter ,  and 
3ther  prefbyterian  divines,  Sept.  4,  with  liberty  to  make  ex- 
xpiions,  and  give  notice  of  what  they  difliked.J  Thefe  di- 
fines  petitioned  for  fome  further  amendments  and  alterations; 
ipon  which  the  king  appointed  a  day  to  hear  what  could  be 
aid  on  both  Tides,  and  came  to  the  chancellor’s  houfe,  Oft, 
22,  attended  by  the  dukes  of  Albemarle  and  Ormond ,  the 
*arls  -of  Manchejler ,  Anglefea ,  and  lord  Hollis . 

On  the  part  of  the  bifhops  were, 

Dr.  Sheldon ,  bifhop  of  London 

Dr.  M  or  ley ,  Worcdler 

Dr.  Henchman ,  Salilbury 

Dr.  Cofins ,  Durham 

f  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  241. 

}  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  246.  Baxter’s  Life,  p^rtii.  p.  275,  276. 
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Dr.  Gau den,  bilhop  of  Exeter 

Dr.  Hacket ,  Litchf.  and  Coventry 

Dr.  Bar-wick ,  dean  of  St.  Paul’s -Dr.  Gunning,  See. 

On  the  fide  of  the  prefbyterians  were, 

Dr.  Reynolds  Mr.  A/he  Mr.  Baxter 

Mr.  Calamy  Dr.  Manton  Dr.  Wallis 

Dr.  Spurjlow 

As  the  chancellor  read  over  the  declaration,  each  party 

their  exceptions,  and  the  king  to  determine. 
The  chief  debates  were  on  the  high  power  of  the  biflrops, 
and  the  neceffity  of  re-ordination.  Billiop  Morlcy  and  Dr! 
Gunning  fpoke  moll  on  one  fide;  and  Mr.  Calamy  and  Baxter 
on  the  other.*  Upon  hearing  the  whole,  his  majefty  deli¬ 
vered  his  judgment  as  to  what  he  thought  proper  mould 
ftand  in  the  declaration ;  and  appointed  bilhop  Morley  and 
Henchman ,  Dr.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  Calamy  to*  expre-fs  it  in 
proper  words ;  and  if  they  difagreed,  the  earl  of  Anglefea 
and  lord  Hollis  to  decide. 

At  length  the  declaration,  with  fuch  amendments  as  the 
king  wrould  admit,  was  publilhed  under  the  following  title: 

'  '  *  *  / 

His  majefty' s  declaration  to  all  his  loving  fubjecls  of  his  king¬ 
dom  of  England  and  dominion  of  Wales ,  concerning  ecclefi- 
aflical  affairs.  Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  Oft.  2 5, 
1660,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  our  reign. 

The  declaration  being  long,-)-  and  to  be  met  with  in  mod  of 
our  hiftorians,  I  fhall  give  the  reader  only  an  abftraft  of  it. 

“  Charles  rex. 

<c  IN  our  letter  from  Breda  we  promifed  in  due  time 
(C  to  propofe  fomething  to  the  world  for  the  propagation  of 
the  proteftant  religion ;  and  we  think  ourfelf  more  com- 
petent  to  propofe,  and  with  God’s  affiftance  determine 
many  things  now ’in  difference,  from  the  experience  we 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  278. 

f  This  declaration  was  drawn  up  by  lord  chancellor  Hyde:  but  many  of 
the  evafive  claufes  were  fuggefied  by  fome  of  the  king’s  more  fecret  advifers. 
Secret  Hiftory  of  the  Court  and  Reign  o i  Charles  II.  vol,  i.  p.  93.  Ed. 

“  have 
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c  have  had  in  moft  of  the  reformed  churches  abroad,  where 
«  we  have  had  frequent  conferences  with  the  moft  learned 
c  xtien,  who  have  unanimouily  lamented  the  diftempers,  and 
4  too  notorious  fchifms  in  matters  of  religion  in  England. 

“  When  we  were  in  Holland  we  were  attended  by  many 
«  grave  and  learned  minifters  from  hence  of  the  preibyterian 
6  opinion,  and  to  our  great  fatisfaftion  we  found  them  full 
‘  of  affe&ion  to  us,  no  enemies  to  epifcopacy  or  liturgy  (as 
c  they  have  been  reported  to  be)  but  modeftly  defiring  fuch 
‘  alterations  as,  without  {battering  foundations,  might  give 
c  eafe  to  the  tendernefs  of  fome  men’s  confciences.  For  the 
c  doing  of  this  we  intended  to  have  called  a  fynod  of  divines, 

‘  but  obferving  the  over-paffionate  and  turbulent  way  of 
,c  proceeding  of  fome  perfons,  and  the  impatience  of  others 
:c  for  a  fpeedy  determination  of  thefe  matters,  we  have  been 
u  prevailed  with  to  invert  the  method  we  propofed,  and  to 
give  fome  determination  ourfelf  to  the  matters  in  difference, 
till  fuch  a  fynod  may  be  called  as  may,  without  paffion  or 
“  prejudice,  give  us  fuch  further  affiftance  towards  a  perfeft 
•c  union  of  affeftions,  as  well  as  fubmiftion  to  authority,  as 
56  is  neceffary. 

“  We  muft,  for  the  honour  of  all  with  whom  we  have 
u  conferred,  declare,  that  the  profeffions  and  defires  of  all 
“  for  the  advancement  of  piety  and  true  godlinefs  are  the 
tc  fame;  their  profeffions  of  zeal  for  the  peace  of  the  church, 
u  and  of  affeftion  and  duty  to  us,  the  fame;  they  all  ap- 
“  prove  epifcopacy  and  a  liturgy,  and  difapprove  of  facri- 
u  lege,  and  the  alienation  of  the  revenues  of  the  church.”* 
His  majefty  then  declares  his  efteern  and  affe&ion  for  the 
church  of  England,  and  that  his  efteern  of  it  is  not  leffened 
by  his  condefcending  to  difpenfe  with  fome  particular  cere¬ 
monies,  and  then  proceeds  to  his  conceffions. 

1.  “  We  declare  our  purpofe  and  refolution  is,  and  fhall 
be,  to  promote  the  power  of  godlinefs,  to  encourage  the 
66  publick  and  private  exercifes  of  religion,  to  take  care  of 
u  the  due  obfervation  of  the  Lord’s  day;  and  that  infuffi- 
66  cient,  negligent,  and  fcandalous  minifters  be  not  permitted 
in  the  church.  We  {hall  take  care  to  prefer  none  to  the 
epifcopal  office  and  charge  but  men  of  learning,  virtue, 
#  Comp.  Hift.  vol.  iii.  p.  246.  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  259. 

j|  Kennet’s  Chron.  p,  289.  a  and 
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*[  and  piety;  and  we  fliall  provide  the  befl  we  can,  that  the 
bilhops  .  be  frequent  preachers,  and  that  they  do  often 
pieach  in  lome  church  or  other  of  their  diocefe. 

2.  “  Becaufe  fome  diocefes  may  be  of  too  laro-e  extent 
“  we  wiH  appoint  fuch  a  number  of  fuffragans  as  fliall  be 
Efficient  for  the  due  performance  of  their  work. 

3;  “  No  bifliops  fliall  ordain  or  exercife  any  part  of  jurifdic- 
“  non  which  appertains  to  the  cenfures  of  the  church,  with- 
“  out  advice  and  affiftan.ee  of  the  prefbyters.  No  chancellors 
“  commiflaries,  or  officials,  fliall  excommunicate,  abfolve,  or 
excicife  any  aft  of  fpiritual  jurifdiftion,  wherein  any  of  the 
minirtiy  are  concerned  with  reference  to  their  pafloral 
charge.  Noi  fliall  the  archdeacon  exercife  any  jurifdiftion 
“  without  the  advice  and  afliflance  of  fix  minifters  of  his  arch¬ 
deaconry^  three  to  be  nominated. by  the  bifliop,  and  three 
by  the  fuffiage  of  the  prefbyters  within  the  archdeaconry. 

4.  “  We  will  take  care,  that  the  preferment  of  deans  and 
chapters  fliall  be  given  to  the  moil  learned  and  pious  pref¬ 
byters  of  the  diocele,  and  that  an  equal  number  (to  thofe 
of  the  chapter)  of  the  moffc  learned  and  pious  prefbyters 
of  the  fame  diocefe,  annually  chofen  by  the  major  vote  of 

“  all  the  prefbyters  of  that  diocefe  prefent  at  fuch  elections, 
“  fliall  be  always  advifing  and  affifting,  together  with  thofe 
“  of  the  chapter,  in  all  ordinations,  at  all  church-cenfures, 
and  othei  important  afts  of  ecciefialtical  jurifdiftion  wherein 
u  any  of  the  miniffty  are  concerned.  Provided  that  at  all 
inch  meetings,  the  number  of  minifters  fo  elefted,  and 
<c  thofe  of  the  chapter -prefent,  be  equal;  and  to  make  the 
“  numbers  equal,  the  juniors  of  the  exceeding  number  fliall 
<c  withdraw  to  make  way  for  the  more  antient.  Nor  fliall 
“  any  fuffragan  bifliop  ordain,  or  exercife  any  jurifdiftion, 
cc  without  the  advice  and  afliflance  of  a  fufficient  number  of 
“  prefbyters  annually  chofen  as  before.  And  our  will  is, 
u  that  ordination  be  conflantly  and  folemnly  performed  by 
cc  the  bifliop  and  his  aforefaid  prefbytery  at  the  four  fet  times 
appointed  by  the  church  for  that  purpofe. 

5.  “  Confirmation  fliall  be  rightly  and  folemnly  performed, 

6C  by  the  information  and  with  the  confent  of  the  minifler 

of  the  place,  who  fliall  admit  none  to  the  Lord’s  fupper, 
u  till  they  have  made  a  credible  profeffion  of  their  faith, 

u  and 
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ic  and  promifed  obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  according  to 
“  the  rubrick  before  the  catechifm;  and  all  diligence  fhall  be 
“  ufed  for  the  inftru&ioft  and  reformation  of  fcandalous  of- 
“  fenders,  whom  the  minifter  (hall  not  fuffer  to  partake  of 
«  the  Lord’s  fupper  till  they  have  openly  declared  their  re- 
“  pentance,  and  refolutiotis  of  amendment;  provided  there 

be  place  for  appeals  to  fuperior  powers.  Every  rural 
“  dean  (to  be  nominated  by  the  bifhop  as  heretofore)  with 
6C  three  or  four  minifters  of  that  deanery  chofen  by  the  ma- 
“  jor  part  of  all  the  minifters  within  the  fame,  fhall  meet 
cc  once  a  month  to  receive  complaints  from  the  minifters  or 
u  churchwardens  of  pariflres,  and  to  compofe  fuch  diffe- 
“  rences  as  fliall  be  referred  to  them  for  arbitration,  and  to 
“  reform  fuch  things  as  are  amifs,  by  their  paftoral  reproofs 
“  and  admonitions,  and  what  they  cannot  reform  are  to  be 
66  prefented  to  the  bifhop.  Moreover,  the  rural  dean  and  , 
“  his  affiftants  are  to  take  care  of  the  catechifing  children 
“  4nd  youth,  and  that  they  can  give  a  good  account  of  their 
<c  faith  before  they  are  brought  to  the  bifhop  to  be  confirmed." 

6.  u  No  bifhop  fliall  exercife  any  arbitrary  power,  or  im- 
“  pofe  any  thing  upon  his  clergy  or  people,  but.  according 

to  the  law  of  the  land. 

7.  “  We  will  appoint  an  equal  number  of  divines  of  both 
“  perfuafions  to  review  the  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England, 
iC  and  to  make  fuch  alterations  as  fliall  be  thought  neceflary; 
ic  and  fome  additional  forms  in  the  feripture  phrafe,  as  near 
cc  as  may  be,  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  feveral  parts  of 
u  worfliip,  and  that  it  be  left  to  the  minifter’s  choice  to  ufe 
u  one  or  the  other  at  his  diferetion.  In  the  mean  time,  we 
“  defire  that  the  minifters  in  their  feveral  churches  will  not 
u  wholly  lay  afide  the  ufe  of  the  common-prayer,  but  will 
cc  read  thofe  parts  of  it  againft  which  they  have  no  excep- 
cc  tion;  yet  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  none  be  puniflied 

or  troubled  for  not  ufing  it  till  it  be  reviewed  and  effec- 
“  tually  reformed. 

8.  Lajlly ,  “  Concerning  ceremonies ,  if  any  are  pra&ifed 
“  contrary  to  law,  the  fame  fhall  ceafe.  Every  national 
fiC  church  has  a  power  to  appoint  ceremonies  for  its  members, 

“  which,  though  before  they  were  indifferent,  yet  ceafe  to 
u  be  fo  when  eftabliflied  by  law.  We  are  therefore  content 
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“  t0  indulge  tender  confidences,  fo  far  as  to  difpenfe  with 
4C  their  ufiog  fuch  ceremonies  as  are  an  offence  to  them,  but 
“  not  to  abolifh  them.  We  declare  therefore,  that  none 
“  fhall  be  compelled  to  receive  the  facrament  kneeling ,  nor 
“  to  ufe  the  crofs  in  baptifm ,  nor  to  bow  at  the  name  of  Jefus, 
nor  to  ufe  xhcfurplice ,  except  in  the  royal  chapel,  and  in 
cathedral  and  collegiate  churches.  Nor  fhall  fubfcription^ 
nor  tiie  oath  of  canonical  obedience,  be  required  at prefe?it^ 
in  order  to  ordination,  inflitution,  or  induction,  but  only 
the  taking  rhe  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy;  nor 
fhall  any  lofe  their  academical  degrees,  or  forfeit  a  prefen- 
t  at  ion,  or  be  deprived  of  a  benefice,  for  not  declaring  his 
“  affent  to  all  the  thirty-nine  articles,  provided  he  read  and 
cc  declare  his  affent  to  all  the  doctrinal  articles,  and  to  the 
facraments.  And  we  do  again  renew  our  declaration  from 
Breda ,  that  no  man  fhall  be  dif quieted  or  called  in  queftion 
“for  differences  of  opinion  in  matters  of  religion  which  do 
“  not  dtflurb  the  peace  of  the  kingdom . 

His  majelly  concludes,  with  conjuring  all  his  loving 
fubjecls,  to  acquiefce  and  fubmit  to  this  declaration,  con- 
“  cerning  the  differences  that  have  fo  much  difauieted  the 
nation  at  home,  and  given  offence  to  the  proteflant  chur- 
“  ches  abroad.”  ,  \  | 

Though  this  declaration  did  not  fatisfy  all  the  minifters , 
yet  the  greateft  numbers  were  content;  but  becaufe  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  upon  the  plan  of  diocefan  epfcopacy ,  which  they  had 
covenanted  againfl,  others  were  extremely  uneafy;  fome 
ventured  upon  a  fecond  addrefs  to  the  king,  in* which  they 
renew  their  requdts  for  archbifhop  Ujher  s  fcheme  of  primi¬ 
tive  epifcopacy,  as  molt  agreeable  to  fcripture;  moll  condu¬ 
cive  to  good  difcipline,  and  as  that  which  would  fave  the  na¬ 
tion  from  the  violation  of  the  folemrt  league  and  covenant , 
which,  whether  it  were  lawfully  impofed  or  no,  they  conceive 
now  to  be  binding.  f 

O  9 

Concerning  the  preamble  of  his  majefly’s  declaration  they 
tender  thefe  requefts : 

i.  “  That  as  they  are  perfuaded  it  is  not  in  his  majefly’s 
cc  thoughts  to  intimate  that  they  are  guilty  of  the  offences 
cc  therein  mentioned,  they  hope  it  will  be  a  motive  to  haften 
<c  the  union.  2.  “  Though 
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2.  “  Though  they  deleft  facrilege,  yet  they  will  not  de- 
“  termine,  whether  in  fome  cafes  of  fuperfluities  of  revenues, 
“  and  the  neceffity  of  the  church,  there  may  not  be  an  ali- 

u  enation,  which  is  no  fgcrilege. 

“  His  majefty  having  acknowledged  their  moderation, 
«■  they  ftill  hope  they  may  be  received  into  the  fettlemcnt, 

and  continue  their  ftations  in  the  church. 

4.  “  Since  his  majefty  has  declared,  that  the  offence  of 
“  epifcopacy  may  be  preferved,  though  the-  extent  of  the 
“  jurifdiftion  be  altered,  they  hope  his  majefty  will  confent 
“  to  inch  an  alteration  as:  may  fatisfy  their  confciences.35 

They  then  renew  their  requefts  for  promoting  of  piety ; 
of  a  religious  and  diligent  miniftry;  of  the  requifttes.  of 
church  communion;  and  for  the  obfervation  of  the  fab- 
bath.  They  complain  that  parifli  difcipline  is  nor.  fufficiently 
granted  in  his  majefty ’s  declaration,  that  inferior  fynods  are 
palled  by,  and  that  the  bifhop  is  not  epifcopus  pr&J'es ,  but 
epif copus  princeps ,  endued  with  foie  power  of  ordination  and 
jurifdiftion.  They  therefore  pray  again,  that  archbifhop 
UJher  s  form  of  church-government  may  be  eftabliftied,  at 
leaft  in  thefe  three  points  : 

1.  cc  That  the  paftors  of  parifhes  may  be  allowed  to 
<c  preach,  catechife,  and  deny  the  communion  of  the  church 
ic  to  the  impenitent,  fcandalous,  or  fuch  as  do  not  make  a 
cc  credible  profeflion  of  faith  and  obedience  to  the  commands 
u  of  Chrift. 

2.  cc  That  the  paftors  of  each  rural  deanery  may  meet 
cc  once  a  month,  to  receive  prefentments  and  appeals,  to 
66  admonifh  offenders,  and  after  due  patience  to  proceed  to 
u  excommunication. 

3.  “  That  a  diocefan  fynod  of  the  delegates  of  rural  fy- 
u  nods  may  be  called  as  often  as  need  requires;  that  the 
iC  bifhop  may  not  ordain  or  exercife  fpiritual  cenfures  with- 
■e  out  the  confent  of  the  majority;  and  that  neither  chan- 
u  cellars  ^  archdeacons ,  commiffaries ,  nor  officials ,  may  pais 
<c  cenfures  purely  fpiritual;  but  for  the  exercife  of  civil  go- 
4,6  vernment,  coercively  by  mulfts,  or  corporal  penalties,  by 

*  Hift.  of  the  Nonconf.  p,  14.  Baxter,  part  ii.  p,  268. 

vol.  iv*  x  power 
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<c  power  derived  from  your  majefty,  as  fupreme  over  all 

Perfons  and  things  ecclefiaftical,  we  prefume  not  at  all  to 
(<  interpofe.” 

u  As  to  the  Liturgy. 

“  They  rejoice  that  his  majefty  has  declared,  that  none 
Ihould  fuffer  for  not  ufing  the  common-prayer  and  cere- 
<c  monies;  but  then  it  grieves  us  (fay  they)  to  hear  that  it 
“ >s  given  in  charge  to  the  judges  at  the  aflizes,  to  indift 
“  men  upon  the  aft  of  uniformity  for  not  ufing  the- common- 
“  prayer,  lhat  it  is  not  only  fome  obfolete  words  and 
“  phrafes  that  are  offenfive,  but  that  other  things  need 
“  amendment ;  therefore  we  pray,  that  none  may  be  punilh- 
“  ed  for  not  ufing  the  book,  till  it  be  reformed  by  the  con- 
“  fent  of  divines  of  both  parties.” 

“  Concerning  Ceremonies. 

“  They  thank  his  majefty  for  his  gracious  conceflions, 
“  hut  pray  him  to  leave  out  of  his  declaration  thefe  words. 
That  we  do  not  believe  the  practice  of  the  particular  cere- 
monies  excepted  againf  unlawful ,  becaufe  we  are  not  all 
“  of  that  opinion;  but  we  defire;  that  there  may  be  no  law 
*-  nor  canon  for,  or  againft  them,  (being  allowed  by  our 
“  opponents  as  indifferent)  as  there  is  no  canon  againft  any 
**  particular  gefture  in  fmging  pfalms,  and  yet  there  is  an 
uninterrupted  unity.” 

“  For  particular  Ceremonies. 

i.  “  We  humbly  crave,  that  there  may  be  liberty  to  re- 
“  ceive  the  Lord’s  fupper  either  kneeling,  funding,  or  fitting. 
<c  2.  That  the  obfervation  of  holy  days  of  human  inftitu- 
“  tion  may  be  left  indifferent.  3.  We  thank  your  majefty 
“  for  liberty  as  to  the  crofs  in  baptifm,  the  furplice,  and 
“  bowing  at  the  name  of  fefus;  but  we  pray,  that  this  liberty 
“  may  extend  to  colleges  and  cathedrals  for  the  benefit  of 
“  youth  as  well  as  elder  perfons,  and  that  the  canons  which 
tc  impofe  thefe  ceremonies  may  be  repealed. 

We  thank  your  majefty  for  your  gracious  conceflion 
<c  of  the  forbearance  of  fubfcription;  though  we  do  not 
“  diflent  from  the  doftrinal  articles  of  the  church  of  F.ng- 

“  land 
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«  land;  nor  do  we  fcruple  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupre- 
“  macy,  nor  would  we  have  the  door  left  open  for  papifts 

tc  and  heretieks  to  come  in.  _ 

«  But  we  take  the  liberty  to  reprefent  to  your  majelty, 
«  that,  notwithftanding  your  gracious  conceffions,  our  mi- 
£c  nilters  cannot  procure  in/iitution  without  renouncing  their 
<{  ordination  by  projbyters ,  or  being  re-ordaincd ,  nor  without 
“  fubfcription  and  the  oaths  of  canonical  obedience.  And 
c<i  we  are  apprehenlive  that  your  majelty  s  indulgence  docs 
“  not  extend  to  the  abatement  of  re-ordination,  or  fubfcrip- 
cc  tion,  or  the  oath  of  canonical  obedience.  Wc  therefore 
“  earneftly  crave,  that  your  majelty  will  declare  your  plea¬ 
sure,  1.  That  ordination,  and  inllitution,  and  induction, 
cc  may  be  conferred  without  the  faid  fubfcription  and  oath. 
“  2.  That  none  may  be  urged  to  be  re-ordained,  or  denied 
“  inllitution  for  want  of  ordination  by  prelates,  that  have 
“  been  ordained  by  prelbyters.  3.  That  none  may  forfeit 
“  their  prefentation  or  benefice  for  not  reading  thofe  arti- 
«  cies  of  the  thirty-nine  that  relate  to  government  and  ce- 
{C  remonies.” 

However,  if  the  king’s  declaration,  without  any  amend¬ 
ments,  had  pafled  into  a  law,  it  would  have  prevented  in  a 
great  meafure  the  feparation  that  followed;  but  neither  the 
court  nor  ministry  intended  it,  if  they  could  hand  their 
ground  upon  the  foot  of  the  old  eftablilhment.  A  reve¬ 
rend  prelate  of  the  church  of  England  confeffes,  “  that  this 
“  declaration  has  in  it  a  fpirit  of  true  wifdom  and  charity 
f*  above  any  one  publick  confeffion  that  was  ever  made  in 
u  matters  of  religion.  It  fhews  the  admirable  temper  and 
“  prudence  of  the  king  and  his  council  in  that  tender  junc- 
“  ture  of  affairs;  it  proves  the  charity  and  moderation  of 
“  the  fuffering  bilhops,  in  thinking  fuch  conceffions  juft  and 
“  reafonable  for  peace  and  unity;  and  it  Ihews  a  dilpofition 
“  in  the  other  party  to  have  accepted  the  terms  of  union 
c‘  confiftent  with  our  epifcopacy  and  liturgy.  It  condemns 
“  the  unhappy  ferment  that  foon  after  followed  for  want  of 
“  this  temper;  and  it  may  Hand  for  a  pattern  to  pofterity, 
“  whenever  they  are  difpofed,  to  reltore  the  difcipline,  and 
“  heal  the  breaches  of  the  church.”  Another  conformift 

x  1  writer 
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writei'  adds,  “  If  ever  a  divine  fentence  was  in' the  month  of 
any  king,  and  his  mouth  erred  not  in  ‘judgment ;  I  verily 

bd;eye1,t  was  thus  Wlth  our  prefent  majedy  when  he  com-- 
poicd  that  admirable  declaration,  which  next  to  holy  fcrin- 

tUie  adofe>  and  thinlc  that  the  united  judgment  of  the 
“  whole  nation  cannot  frame  a  better,  or  a  more  unexcep¬ 
tionable  expedient,  for  a  firm  and  lading  concord  of  thefe 

*  drafted  churches.”  ■ 

Tllie  prefbyterians  about  London  were  fo  far  pleafed,  that 
they  drew  up  the  following  addrefs  of  thanks,  "in  the  name 
or  the  city  minifters,  and  prefented  it  to  the  king  Nov.  16 
by  the  hands  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Samuel  Clarke. 

c  c  Moji  dread  fovereign  ! 

.  “  WE  70Ur  majefty’s  mod  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefts, 
miniuers  of  the  gofpel  in  your  city  of  London,  havino- 
“  Pe™ft:d  y°ur  majedy’s  late  declaration,  and  finding  it  fo 
full  of  indulgence  and  gracious  condefcenfion,  we  cannot 
“  but  judge  ourfelves  highly  obliged  fird  to  render  our  un- 
'■*  feigned  thanks  to  God,  and  next  our  mod  humble  and 
“  hearty  acknowledgments  to  your  majedy,  that  we  mav 
“  certify  to  your  royal  felf,  and  all  the  world,  our  jud  refent- 

“  theiits  of  your  majedy’s  great  goodnefs  and  clemency 
“  therein  exprdled.”*  1 

The  addrefs  then  recites  the  feveral  condefcenfions  of  his 
majedy  in  the  declaration,  and  concludes  thus,  “  We  crave 
“  leave  to  profefs,  that  though  all  things  in  this  frame  of 
“  government  be  not  exactly  fuited  to  our  judgments,  vet 
“  your  majedy’s  moderation  has  fo  great  an  influence  on  us, 
<c  that  we  fhall  to  our  utmod  endeavour  the  healing  of  the 
“  breaches,  and  promoting  the  peace  and  union  of  the 
££  church. — We  would  beg  of  your  majedy,  with  all  humi-' 
“  hty  upon  our  knees,  that  re-ordination ,  and  the  furplice 
“  in  colleges,  might  not  be  impofed;  and  we  hopeGodNvill 
“  incline  your  majedy’s  heart  to  gratify  us  in  thefe  our  de- 
“  fires  alfo.”  Signed  by 

Samuel  Clark  yo.  Gibbon 

William  Cooper  William  Whitaker 

Thomas  Cafe  Thomas  facomb 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  279,  284.  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  31 1. 
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Jo.  Rawlinfon 
Jo.  Sheffield 
\ Thomas  Gouge 
Gab.  Sanger 
El.  Pledger 
Maith.  Pool 


Thomas  Lye 
John  Jackfon 
John  Mcriton 
William  Bates 
With  many  others. 


The  king  having  received  the  addrefs,  returned  this  an- 
fwer,  Gentlemen ,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  all  fatisfaftion , 
and  to  make  you  as  happy  as  my f elf.  * 

Upon  the  terms  of  this  declaration  Dr.  Reynolds  accepted 
of  the  bifhoprick  of  Norwich;  Mr.  Baxter  was  offered  the 
biflioprick  of  Hereford,  but  refufed  upon  other  reafonsj 
and  Mr.  Calamy  •  declined  the  biflioprick  of  Litchfield  and 
Coventry,  till  the  king’s  declaration  fhould  be  paffed  into  a 
law.  Dr.  Manton ,  having  been  prefen  ted  to  the  living  of 
Covent-Garden  by  the  earl  of  Bedford ,  accepted  it  upon 
the  terms  of  the  declaration,  and  received  epifcopal  inflitution 
from  Dr.  Sheldon  bifhop  of  London,  January  io,  1 66061. 
Having  firft  fubfcribed  the  dodrinal  articles  of  the  church  of 
England  only,  and  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy> 
and  of  canonical  obedience  in  all  things  lawful  and  honejl . 
The  doftor  was  alfo  content  that  the  common-prayer  fhould 
be  read  in  his  church.  Dr.  Bates  was  offered  the  deanery 
of  Litchfield:  Dr.  Manton  the  deanery  of  Rochefter;  and 
Mr.  Bowles  that  of  York;  but  finding  how  things  were, 
going  at  court,  after  fome  time,  they  refufed. 

The  lords  and  commons,  upon  reading  the  king's  declara¬ 
tion ,  agreed  to  wait  upon  his  majefly  in  a  body,  arid  return 
him  thanks;  and  the  commons  ordered  a  bill  into  their  houfe 
to  pafs  it  into  a  lav/;  but  when  the  bill  had  been  read  the 
firft  time,  the  queftion  being  put  for  a  fecond  reading,  it 
paffed  in  the  negative;  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  date  oppo- 
fmg  it,  which  was  a  fufficient  indication  (fays  Dr.  Bates')  of 
the  king  and  court’s  averfion  to  it.  Sir  Matthew  Hale ,  who 
was  zealous  for  the  declaration,  at  that  very  juncture  was 
taken  out  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  made  lord  chief 
baron  of  the  Exchequer,  that  he  might  not  oppofe  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  miniftry.  Strange!  that  an  houfe  of  com- 

*  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  315.  <§  Ibid.  ^58. 
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mons5  which  on  the  9th  of  November  had  given  the  king 
thanks  for  his  declaration  by  their  fpeaker  nem .  contradicente , 
fliould  on  the  a 8th  of  the  fame  month  rejeft  it  before  a  fe- 
cond  reading.  This  blafted  all  the  expectations  of  the  pref- 
byterian  clergy  at  once.  It  was  now  apparent  that  the  court 
did  not  defign  the  declaration  fhould  be  carried  into  execution, 
but  only  ierve  as  a  temporary  expedient  to  keep  them  quiet, 
till  the  church  fliould  be  in  circumftances  to  bid  them  defi¬ 
ance.  While  the  diocefan  dodlors  were  at  Breda  (fays  Mr. 
Baxter^)  they  did  not  dream  that  their  way  to  the  highefl 
grandeur  was  fo  fair;  then  they  would  have  been  glad  of  the 
terms  of  the  declaration  of  Breda;  when  they  came  in  they 
proceeded  by  flow  degrees,  that  they  might  feel  the  ground 
under  them;  for  this  purpofe  they  propofed  the  declaration , 
which  being  but  a  temporary  provifion  mud  give  place  to 
laws,  but  when  they  found  the  parliament  and  populace  ripe 
for  any  thing  they  fliould  propofe,  they  dropt  the  declara¬ 
tion,  and  all  further  thoughts  of  accommodation. 

The  court  and  bilhops  were  now  at  eafe,  and  went  on 
brilkly  with  reftoring  all  things  to  the  old  flandard;  the 
do&rines  of  pajfive  obedience  and  non-refijlance  were  revived; 
men  of  the  highefl  principles,  and  moft  inveterate  refent- 
ments,  were  preferred  to  bifhopricks,  by  which  they  were 
more  than  compenfated  for  their  fuflerings,  by  the  large 
fums  of  money  they  raifed  on  the  renewal  of  leafes,*  which 
after  fo  long  an  interval  were  almoft  all  expired;  but  what 
a  fad  ufe  they  made  of  their  riches,  I  clioofe  rather  to  re¬ 
late  in  the  words  of  bifhop  Burnet  than  my  own.  u  What 

the  bifhops  did  with  their  great  fines  was  a  pattern  to  all 
cc  their  lower  dignitaries,  who  generally  took  more  care  of 
“  themfclves  than  of  the  church ;  the  men  of  fervice  were 
“  loaded  with  many  livings,  and  many  dignities.  With  this; 

||  Life,  p.  287. 

*  The  terms  on  which  thefe  leafes  were  renewed,  were  high  and  oppref- 
five;  and  the  bifhops  ineurred  the  fevere  cenfure  of  the  prefbyterian  mini¬ 
vers,  and  raifed  againft  themfelves  the  clamour  of  the  fubordinate  and  de¬ 
pendant  clergy.  "The  fines  raifed  by  renewing  the  leafes  amounted  to  a 
million  and  half.  In  fo  me  fees  they  produced  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
which  were  applied  to  the  enriching  the  bifhops’  families.  Secret  Hiftory 
of  the  Court  and  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  vol.i.  p.  35<>54>  aild  Burnet’s 
Hiflorv  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  i.  p.  271,  izmo.  Ed. 

“  accefliun 
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«  acceffion  of  wealth,  there  broke  in  upon  the  church  a 
u  great  deal  of  luxury  and  high  living,  on  pretence  of  hof* 
“  pitality;  aftd  with  this  overfet  of  wealth,  and  pomp  that 
“  came  upon  men  in  the  decline  of  their  age,  they  who 

Were  now  growing  into  old  age,  became  lazy  and  negli* 
<c  gent  in  all  the  true  concerns  of  the  church.5** 

From  this  time,  fays  bifhop  Kennet ,  the  prefbyterians  be¬ 
gan  to  prepare  for  the  cry  of  perfecution,  and  not  without 
reafon,  for  March  23,  Mr.  Zach.  Croft  on,  minifter  of  Aldgate, 
was  fent  to  the  Tower  for  writing  in  favour  of  the  covenant ; 
where  he  lay  a  confidence  time  at  great  expence,  and 
was  at  laft  turned  out  of  his  parifli  without  any  confidera- 
tion,  though  he  had  a  wife  and  feven  children,  and  had 
been  very  zealous  for  the  king*s  refloration.J  Mr.  Andrew 
Parfons ,  re&or  of  Wem  in  Shropfhire,  a  noted  loyalift,  was 
fetched  from  his  houfe  in  the  month  of  December  by  fix 
foldiers,  for  feditious  preaching,  and  non-conformity  to  the 
ceremonies;  for  which  he  was  fined  two  hundred  pounds* 
and  to  continue  in  prifon  till  it  was  paid. 

*  Dr.  Grey  endeavours  to  Ihew,  that  bilhop  Burnet* s  reprefentation, 
quoted  above,  was  founded  in  a  miftake :  and,  with  this  view,  he  ftates 
the  benefactions  and  charities  of  fome  of  the  bifhops,  deans  and  chapters. 
According  to  his  authorities,  befides  the  expenditures  of  bilhop  Duppa, 
which  we  have  mentioned  before.  Dr.  Juxon ,  archbilhop  of  Canterbury, 
gave  to  various  purpofes  and  publick  works  48,0001.  and  abated  in  fines 
l6,oool.  Dr.  Sheldon,  while  bifhop  of  London,  expended  40,000!.  and 
abated  to  his  tenants  17,000b  Dr.  Frewen,  archbilhop  of  York,  difburfed 
in  publick  payments,  befides  abatements  to  tenants,  15,0001.  Dr.  Cojins, 
bifliop  of  Durham’s,  expenditures  in  building  and  repairing  publick  edifices 
and  in  charities  amounted  to  44,0001.  Dr.  Warner,  bilhop  of  Rochefter, 
though  his  fines  were  fmall,  gave  in  royal  prefents,  benevolences  and  fub- 
fidies  and  redeeming  captives  25,000b  The  liberalities  of  various  deans 
and  chapters  made  the  fum  of  191,300b  Thefe  expenditures  befpeak  mu¬ 
nificence  and  generofity ;  and  they  appear  to  take  off  much  of  the  edge  of 
bilhop  Burnet’s  cenfure.  He  allows,  that  “  fome  few  exceptions  are  to 
“  be  made:  but  fo  few,”  he  adds,  “  that  if  a  new  fet  of  men  had  not  ap- 
“  peared  of  another  ftamp,  the  church  had  quite  loll  her  efteem  over  the 
“  nation.”  The  reader  will  alfo  reflect,  that  the  proportion  not  of  the 
number  of  dignitaries  only,  who  made  a  difplay  of  charity,  or  liberality, 
but  of  the  fums  they  expended  to  the  acceflion  ol  wealth,  is  to  be  taken  into 
-the  account.  The  above  fums  fall  more  than  a  million  fhort  of  the  amount 
of  the  fines  that  were  raifed  :  to  thefe  mull  be  added  the  annual  incomes  of 
the  ecclefiafiical  eftates  to  which  they  were  preferred.  Grey’s  Examination, 
vol.iii.  p.269-274.  Burnet’s  Hiltory,  vol.  i.  p.  271.  Ed. 

|  Rennet’s  Chron.  p.  397.  Conf.  Plea,  p.  34.  Spies 
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Spies  were  fent  into  all  the  congregations  of  prefbyterians 
throughout  England,  to  obferve  and  report  their  behaviour 
to  the  bit  hops;  and  if  a  minifter  lamented  the  degeneracy 
ot  the  times,  or  expreffed  his  concern  for  the  ark  of  God , 
it  he  preached  againft  perfidioufnefs,  or  glanced  at  the  vices 
of  the  court,  he  was  marked  for  an  enemy  to  the  king  and 
government.  IVlany  eminent  and  loyal  prefbyterians  were 
lent  to  prifon  upon  fuch  informations,  among  whom  was  the 
learned  and  prudent  Mr.  John  Howe ,  and  when  they  came 
to  their,  trials,  the  court  was  guarded  with  foldiers,  and  their 
friends  not  fuffered  to  attend  them.  Many  were  fequeftered 
t  tc  1  livings,  and  cited  into  the  ecclefiaftical  courts, 
for  not  ufing  the  furplice  arid  other  ceremonies ,  while  the  difci- 
pline  of  the  church  was  under  a  kind  of  fufpenfion.  So 
eager  were  the  fpiritual  courts  to  renew  the  exercife  of  the 
fword ;  and  fo  fiercely  was  it  brandiihed  againft  the  falling 
prefbyterians! 

The  convention  parliament  puffed  fundry  acts  with  re¬ 
lation  to  the  late  times,  of  which  thefe  following  deferve 
to  be  remembered:  An  aft  for  the  confirming  and  reftor- 
ing  of  minijlers ,  which  enafts,  among  other  things,  “  that 
“  every  fequeftered  minifter,  who  has  not  juftified  the  late 
“  king’s  murder,  or  declared  againft  infant  baptifm,  fhajl  be 
“  reftored  to  his  living  before  the  25th  of  December  next 
“  enfuing,  and  the  prefent  incumbent  fha.ll  peaceably  quit 
“  it,  and  be  accountable  for  dilapidations,  and  all  arrears 
“  of  fifths  not  paid.”  By  this  aft  fome  hundred  of  noncon- 
formift  minifters  were  difpoffeffed  of'  their  livings,  before 
the  aft  of  uniformity  was  penned.  Here  was  no  diftinftion 
between  good  or  bad ;  but  if  the  parfon  had  been  epifcopally 
ordained,  and  in  poffeffion,  he  muft  be  reftored,  though  he 
had  been  ejefted  upon  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  immorality 
or  fcandal. 

The  aft  for  confirmation  of  marriages  was  very,  expedient 
for  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  order  and  harmony 
of  families.  It  enafts,  “  that  all  marriages  fince  May  1, 
“  1642,  folemnized  before  a  juftice  of  peace,  or  reputed 
“  juftice ;  and  all  marriages  fince  the  faid  time,  had  or  fo- 

lemnized  according  to  the  direftion  of  any  ordinance,  or 
“  reputed  aft  or  ordinance  of  one  or  both  houfes  of  parlia- 

“  ment 
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<c  ment,  (hall  be  adjudged  and  efteemed  to  be  of  the  fame 
«  force  and  effect,  as  if  they  had  been  folemnized  accord- 
“  ing  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England.” 

An  aft  for  the  attainder  of  fever al  perfons  guilty  of  the  hor¬ 
rid  murder  of  his  late  facred  majcjly  king  Charles  I.  and  for 
the  perpetual  ohfervation  of  the  30 th  of  January  V  This  was 
the  fubjeft  of  many  conferences  between  the  two  lioufes,  in 
one  of  which  chancellor  Hyde  declared,  that  the  Icing  having 
fent  him  in  embaffy  to  the  king  of  Spain,  charged  him  to  tell 
that  monarch  exprefsly,  “  that  the  horrible  murder  of  his 
“  father  ought  not  to  be  deemed  as  the  aft  of  the  parliament, 
“  or  people  of  England,  but  of  a  fmall  crew  of  wretches 
cc  and  mifcreants  who  had  ufurped  the  fovereign  power,  and 
*c  rendered  themfelves  matters  of  the  kingdom;”)  for  which 
the  commons  fent  a  deputation  with  thanks  to  the  king. 
After  the  preamble,  the  aft  goes  on  to  attaint  the  king’s 
judges,  dead  or  alive,  except  colonel  Ingoldfhy\  and  Thompfon , 
who  for  their  late  good  fervices  were  pardoned,  but  in  their 
room  were  included  colonel  Lambert ,  Sir  Harry  Vane ,  and 
Hugh  Peters ,  who  were  not  of  the  judges.  Oil  the  30th  of 

*  The  fervice  for  this  day,  it  has  been  remarked,  was  framed  on  the  jure 
dinjino  plan,  confequently  on  principles  inconfiftent  with  thofe  of  the  revo¬ 
lution.  It  was  drawn  up  by  archbifhop  Bancroft,  whole  influence  procured 
it  to  be  adopted  and  publiftied  by  the,  king’s  authority,  though  another  of 
a  more  moderate  flrain  was  at  firft  preferred  to  it.  When  Bancroft  himfelf 
was  laid  aftde  for  adopting  or  adjuring  to  principles  Suitable  to  his  ftyle, 
what  had  we  to  do  any  longer  with  Sancrofds  ofKce  ?  Letters  and  EfTays 
in  Favour  of  Publick  Liberty,  vol.  i".r  p.  32.  Ed. 

-  ||  This  plea,  it  has  been  obferved  by  a  late  writer,  would  have  been  pre¬ 
cluded,  had  the  parliament  of  1 proceeded  againft  the  king  by  way  of 
attainder,  about' the*  time  that  Strafford' and  Laud  were  impeached.  For 
then  they  were  conflitutionally  invefted  with  the  legiflative  and  judicial 
powers  of  a  national  reprefentatiye:  and  they  had  /Efficient  o<vert-a£ls  be¬ 
fore  them  to  convift  him  of  the  blackejl  treafon  againji  the  majejy  of  the 
people  of  England .  Memoirs  of  Hollis,  vol.  ii.  p.  591.  Ed. 

f  Dr.  observes,  on  the  authority  of  lord  Clarendon ,  that  the  cafe 
of  colonel  Ingoldfby  was  fmgular.  He  was  drawn  into  the  army  about  the 
time  when  he  carne  firft  of  age.  by  Cromwell,  to  whom  he  was  nearly  al¬ 
lied.  Though  appointed  to  it/he'never  fat  with  the  judges  cf  the  king  : 
and  his  fignature  to  the  warrant  for  the  king’s  death  was  obtained  by  vio¬ 
lence  ;  Cromwell  feized  his  hand,  put  the  pen  between  his  fingers,  and  with 
his  own  hand  wrote  Richard  Ingoldfby ,  he  making  all  the  reiiftance  he 
could.  Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  voL  iii.  p.  763.  Ed. 
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.Tan.  this  year,  the  bodies  of  0.  Cromwell ,  Bradjhaw ,  and 
Jreton,  were  taken  out  of  their  graves,  and  drawn  upon 
hurdles  to  Tyburn,  where  they  were  hung  up  from  ten  in  the 
morning  till  fun-fet  of  the  next  day,  after  which  their  heads 
were  cut  off,  and  their  trunks  buried  all  together  in  one 
hole  under  the  gallows.*  Colonel  Lambert  was  fent  to  the 
ifte  of  Jerfey,  where  he  continued  Ihut  up  a  patient  prifoner 
almofl:  thirty  years;  nineteen  made  their  efcape  beyond 
fea;  feven  were  made  objefts  of  the  king’s  clemency;  nine¬ 
teen  others,  who  furrendered  on  the  king’s  proclamation  of 
.  Juiae  b,  had  their  lives  faved  after  trial;  but  underwent  other 
penalties,  as  imprifonment,  banilhment,  and  forfeiture  of 
'  e^atesi  that  ten  only  were  executed  in  the  month  of 
October,  after  the  new  Iheriffs  were  entered  upon  their  of¬ 
fice,  viz.  Col.  Harrifon,  Mr.  Carew,  Cook ,  Hush  Peters  Mr 
Scot,  Clement,  Scroop,  Jones,  Hacker,  znd  jJel.  ’ 
Bifhop  Burnet  fays,§  “  the  trials  and  executions  of  the 
firfi  that  fuffered,  were  attended  by  vail  crouds  of  people. 

“  A!1  men  feemed  pleafed  with  the  fight;  but  the  firmnefs 
“  and  faew  of  piety  of  the  fufferers,  who  went  out  of  the 
“  world  with  a  fort  of  triumph  in  the  caufe  for  which  they 
fuffei  ed,  turned  the  minds  of  the  populace,  infomuch  that 
“  the  king  was  advifed  to  proceed  no  further.”  The  pri- 
loners  were  ruddy  treated  in  court;  the  fpedators  with 
their  noife  and  clamour  endeavouring  to  put  them  out  of 
countenance.  None  of  them  denied  the  faft,  but  all  pleaded 
not  guilty  to  the  treofon ,  becaufe,  as  they  faid,  they  afted  by 
authority  of  parliament;-  not  confidering,  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  is  no  court  of  judicature;  or  if  it  was,  that  it  was 
packed  and  purged  before  the  king  was  brought  to  his  trial. 
Thofe  who  guarded  the  fcaffold,  pleaded  that  they  a&ed  by 
command  of  their  fuperior  officers,  who  would  have  cafhiered 
or  put  them  to  death,  if  they  had  not  obeyed.  They  were 
not  permitted  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  caufe  between 
the  king  and  parliament,  but  were  condemned  upon  the  fta- 
tute  of  the  25th  Edward  III.  for  compaffing  and  imagining 
the  king’s  death. 

*  This,  was  done,  fays  Dr.  Grey,  upon  a  30th  of  January ;  a  circmnltance 
which  Mr  .Neal  might  probably  think  below  his  notice.  "  Ed. 

*  Rennet’s  Chron.  p.  367.  §  Vol.  i.  p.  234. 
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The  behaviour  of  the  regicides  at  their  execution  was  bold 
and  refolute:  Colonel  Harrifon  declared  at  the  gibbet,  that 
he  was  fully  perfuaded  that  what  he  had  done  was  the  caufe 
and  work  of  God,  which  he  was  confident  God  would  own 
and  raife  up  again,  how  much  foeycr  it  fuffered  at  that  time. 
He  went  through  all  the  indignities  and  feverities  orhis  (ur- 
ferin°rs,  with  a  calmnefs  or  rather  cliearfulnefs,  that  aftoni  led 
the  foettators;  he  was  turned  off,  and  cut  down  alive;  for 
after  his  bodv  was  opened,  he  raifed  himfelf  up,  and  gave 
the  executioner  a  box  on  the  ear.*  When  Mr.  folicitor 
Cook  and  Hugh  Peters  went  into  the  fledge,  the  head  of  ma- 
ior-ceneral  Harrifon  was  put  upon  it,  with  t.ie  face  bare 
towards  them ;  but  notwithftanding  this,  Mr.  Cooke  went  out 
of  the  world  with  furprifing  refolution,  biffing  God  that  he 
had  a  clear  confidence.  Hugh  Peters  was  more  timid;  but 
after  he  had  feen  the  execution  and  quartering  of  Mr.  Cooke , 
he  refumed  his  courage  at  length  (which  fome  faid  was  ar¬ 
tificial)  and  faid  to  the  flieriff,  Sir,  you  have  here  Jlain  one 
of  the  ficrvants  of  the  Lord,  and  made  me  behold  it,  on  purpofie 
to  terrify  and  dif courage  me;  but  God  has  made  it  an  ordinance 
for  my  Jlrengfhening  and  encouragement .|  Mr.  Scot  was  not 

allowed  to  fpeak  to  the  people,  but  faid  in  his  prayer,  that 
he  had  been  engaged  in  a  caufe  not  to  be  repented  of;  I  fay  in 
a  caufe  not  to  be  repented  of.  Carew  appeared  very  chearful 
as  he  went  to  the  gibbet,  but  faid  little  of  the  caufe  for 
which  he  fuffered.  Clements  alfo  faid  nothing.  Colonel 
Jones  juftified  the  king  and  court  in  their  proceedings;  but 
added,  that  they  did  not  fiatisfy  him  in  fio  great  and  deep  a 
point.  Colonel  Scroop  was  drawn  in  the  fame  fledge,  whofe 
grave  and  venerable  countenance,  accompanied  with  courage 
and  chearfulnefs,  raifed  great  compaffion  in  fome  of  the  fpec- 
tators,  though  the  infults  and  rudenefs  of  others,  was  cruel 
and  barbarous:  He  faid  he  was  born  and  bred  a  gentleman; 
and  appealed  to  thofie  who  had  known  him  for  his  behaviour  ; 

*  State  Trials,  p.  404. 

||  «  It  appears  from  this  inftance,  and  many  others,”  obferves  Mr. 
Granger,  “  that  the  prefumption  of  an  enthufiaft  is  much  greater  than  that 

of  a  faint.  The  one  is  always  humble,  and  works  oat  his  own  falvation 
“  with  fear  and  trembling ;  the  other  is  arrogant  and  afiuming,  and  feerns 
^  to  demand  it  as  his  right.”  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  339.  Ed. 
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he  forgave  the  infruments  of  Ms  Sufferings,  and  died  for  that 
M  he  judged  to  be  the  caufe  of  Chrijl.  Colonel  Axtel 
and  Hacker  fuffered  lad;  the  former  behaved  with  great  re¬ 
solution,  and  holding  the  bible  in  his  hand  faid,  “  The  vert 

<£  m  w.h!ch  1  was  engaged  is  contained  in  this  book  of 
t<  -  7  fnd  oavmS  been  fully  convinced  in  my  confcience  of  the 
of  toe  -war ,  I  freely  engaged  in  the  parliament's 
Jet  vice,  which  as  I  do  believe  was  the  caufe  of  the  Lord  I 
ventured  my  life  freely  for  it ,  and  now  die  for  it."  Hacker 
read  a  paper  to  the  fame  purpofe;  and  afte/having  exDreffed 
his  chanty  towards  his  judges,  jury,  and  witness,  he  faid, 
1  have  nothing  lies  upon,  my  confcience  as  guilt  whereof  I  am 

now  condemned ,  and  do  not  doubt  but  to  have  the  fentence 
reverfed.  J 

hew,  if  any  of  thefe  criminals,  were  friends  of  the  protec¬ 
tor  Cromwell,  but  gave  him  all  poffible  didurbance  in 
favour  01  a  commonwealth.  Mr.  H.  Cromwell ,  in  one  of  his 
letters  from  Ireland,  1657-8,  fays,  «  It  is  a  fad  cafe,  when 
™erb  knowing  the  difficulties  we  labour  under,  feek  occa- 
“  nons  to  quarrel  and  unfettle  every  thing  again;  I  hear 
harrifon,  Carew ,  and  Qkey,  have  done  new  feats.  1  hope 
“  God  will  infatuate  them  in  their  endeavours  to  difturb  the 
peace  of  tne  nation;  their  folly  ffiews  them  to  be  no  bet- 
t^i  than  abufers  oi  religion,  and  fuch  whofe  hypocrify  the 
44  Lord  will  avenge  in  due  time/’  1 

i  nc  regicides  ceitamiy  "Confounded  the  caufe  of  the  par- 
liament,  or  tne  neceffity  of  entering  into  a  war  to  bring  de¬ 
linquents  to  juftice,  with  the  king’s  execution  ;  whereas  they 
fall  unoer  a  very  diftinft  confideration;  the  former  might  bo- 
neceffary,  when  the  latter  had  neither  law  nor  equity  to 
fapport  it; ]|  for  admitting  (with  them)  that  the  king  is  ac¬ 
countable 

||  A  diPdnguifhcd  writer,  who  now  ranks  a  peer,  delivers  a  different  ooi- 
rion  from  our  author.  “  If  a  king  deferves”  Vays  he,  “  to  be  op-ofed  by 
force  of  arms,  he  deferves  death  :  if  he  reduces  his  fubjefls  to  that  extre¬ 
mity,  the  Luood  fpilt  in  tiie  quarrel  lies  on  him  r— the  executin c  him  after- 
“  wards  is  a  meer  formality.”  Walpole’s  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,  vol.  ii. 

P*  69,  as  quoted  by  Dr.  Harris ,  Life  of  Charles  II.  vol.  i.  p.  362.  A  fen- 
tirnent  of  this  lait  writer,  which  carries  truth  and  force  in  it,  mav  be  pro¬ 
perly  brought  forward  in  this  connedion.  “  The  depriving  of  the  people 
tc  gf  their  rights  and  liberties,  or  the  arguing  for  the  expediency  and  juf- 
€t  of  fo  doing,  is  a  crime  of  a  higher  nature,  than  the  murthering ,  or 

“  magnifying 
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countable  to  his  parliament;  the  houfe  of  commons  alone 
is  not  the  parliament ;  and  if  it  was,  it  could  not  be  fo,  after 
it  was  under  reftraint,  and  one  half  of  the  members  forcibly- 
kept  from  their  places  by  the  military  power.  They  had 
no  precedent  for  their  conduft,  nor  any  meafure  of  law  to 
try  and  condemn  their  fovereign :  Though  the  fcripture  fays, 
He  that  /beds  man's  blood \  by  man  jh all  his  blood  be  Jhed ; 
yet  this  is  not  a  rule  of  duty  for  private  perfons,  when  there 
is  a  government  fubfifting.  If  the  king  had  fallen  in  battle 
it  had  been  a  different  cafe;  but  how  criminal  lbever  his  ma- 
jefty  might  be  in  their  apprehcnfions,  they  had  no  warrant 
to  fit  as  his  judges,  and  therefore  could  have  no  right  by 
their  verdict  or  fentence  to  pm  him  to  death. 

There  was  another  act  palled  this  feffions,  for  a  perpetual 
anniverfary  tliankfgiving  on  the  29th  of  May,  for  his  ma- 
jefty’s  happy  reltoration ;  upon  which  occafion  the  hilltops 
were  commanded  to  draw  up  a  fuitable  form  of  prayer;  and 
Mr.  Robinfon,  in  the  preface  to  his  Review  of  the  Cafe  of 
Liturgies,  fays,  that  in  their  fu-ft  form,  which  is  fmee  al¬ 
tered,  there  are  thefe  unwarrantable  expreffions,  which  I 
mention  only  to.  fhew  the  fpiritof  the  times. — “  Webefeech 
“  thee  to  give  us  grace,  to  remember,  and  provide  for  our 
“  latter  end,  by  a  careful  and  ftudious  imitation  of  this  thy 
“  bleffed  faint  and  martyr,  and  all  other  thy  faints  and  mar- 
“  tyrs  that  have  gone  before  us ;  that  we  may  be  made  wor- 
“  thy  to  receive  the  benefit  by  their  prayers,  which  they, 
“  'n  communion  with  thy  church  catholick,  offer  up  unto 
“  thee  for  that  part  of  it  here  militant,  and  yet  in  fight  with, 
“  and  danger  from  the  flelh. — ”+ 

The  books  of  the  great  Milton,  and  Mr.  John  Goodwin , 
publilhed  in  defence  of  the  fentence  of  death,- paffed  upon 
his  late  majefly,  were  called  in  by  proclamation.  And  upon 


“  magnifying  the  murther  of  the  wifeft  and  bell  prince  under  heaven  The 

“  |ofs  of  f  Zood  Pdnce  is  greatly  to  be  lamented-,  but  it  is  a  lofs  which  may 

“  “e  repaired:  whereas  the  lofs  of  a  people’s  liberties  is  feldom  or  ever  to 

“  be  recovered:  confequendy  the  foe  to  the  latter  is  much  more  deteftable 

“  t!lan  tl,e  ioc  t0  t!le  former.”  Hillorical  and  Critical  Account  of  Hugh 
Peters,  p.  49,  50.  Ed.  'b' 

.+  Dr  .Grey  atks,  “  What  is  there  blameable  in  all  this  ?  Here  is  no  prav- 

“  mf  falntWand  nothing  but  what  was  thought  warrantable  by  the  fa- 
then  long  before  popery  had  a  being?  Ed. 
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the  27  th  of  Auguft,  Milton’s  Defenfio  pro  Populo  Anglicano 
contra  Salmafium;  and  his  anfwer  to  a  book  entitled,  The 
Portraiture  of  his  facred  Majejly  in  his  Solitude  and  Suffer¬ 
ings,  were  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common  hangman ; 
together  with  Mr.  John  Goodwin’s  book,  entitled,  The  Ob- 
ftruftors  of  Juftice  ;  but  the  authors  abfconded  till  the  ftorm 
was  over.  It  was  a  furprize  to  all,  that  they  efcaped  perfe- 
cution.  None  but  Goodwin  and  Peters  had  magnified  the 
king’s  execution  in  their  fermons;  but  Goodwin’s  being  a 
ftrenuous  arminian  procured  him  friends.^  Milton  had  ap¬ 
peared  fo  boldly,  though  with  much  wit,  and  fo  great  purity 
and  elegance  of  flile,  upon  the  argument  of  the  king’s  death, 
that  it  was  thought  a  ftrange  omiffion  not  to  except  him  out 
of  the  aft  Qf  indemnity;*  but  he  lived  many  years  after, 
though  blind,  to  acquire  immortal  renown  by  his  celebrated 
poem  of  Paradife  Loft . 

The  tide  of  joy  which  overflowed  the  nation  at  the  king’s 
reiteration,  brought  with  it  the  return  of  popery,  which 
had  been  at  a  very  low  ebb  during  the  late  commotions : 
Great  numbers  of  that  religion  came  over  with  his  majefty, 
and  crouded  about  the  court,  magnifying  their  fufferings  for 
the  late  king.  A  lilt  of  the  lords,  gentlemen,  and  other  offi¬ 
cers,  who  were  killed  in  his  fervice,  was  printed  in  red  letters, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  feveral  noblemen,  ten  knights  and 
baronets,  fourteen  colonels,  feven  lieutenant-colonels,  four¬ 
teen  majors,  fixty-fix  captains,  eighteen  lieutenants  and  cor¬ 
nets,  and  thirty-eight  gentlemen,  loft  their  lives  in  the  civil 
war,  befides  great  numbers  who  were  wounded,  and  whofe 
eflates  were  fequeftered.  The  queen-mother  came  from 
France,  and  refided  at  Somerfet-Houfe  with  her  catholick 
attendants  both  religious  and  fecuiar.  Several  Romiffi  priefis 


%  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  236,  37,  i2mo.  edi. 

*  tc  And  fo  indeed  it  was,”  fays  Dr.  Grey ,  he  being  the  mofl:  peftilent 
writer,  that  appeared  at  that  time  in  defence  of  the  regicides,  Peyton  and 
**  John  Goodwin  excepted.”  Milton’s  fafety,  it  is  faid,  was  owing  to  the 
powerful  intercelhon  and  intereft  of  fecretary  Morrice ,  fir  Thomas  Clarges, 
and  Jndrew  Marvel:  but  principally  to  the  influence  and  gratitude  of  fir 
William  Davenant,  whofe  releafe  Milton  had  procured,  when  he  was  taken 
prifoner  in  1650.  Nor  was  Charles  II.  fays  Tolaitd,  fuch  an  enemy  to  the 
tqafes  as  to  require  his  deftru&ion.  Britifh  Biography,  vol.v.  p.  313,  14* 
and  Dr.  Grey’s  Examination,  vol.  iii.  p.  298,  Ed. 
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who  had  been  confined  in  Newgate,  Lancafter,  and  other 
gaols,  were  by  order  of  council  fet  at  liberty.  Many  popifli 
priefts  were  fent  over  from  Douay  into  England,  as  million- 
aries  for  propagating  that  religion  ;  and  their  clergy  appeared 
openly  in  defiance  of  the  laws;  they  were  bufy  about  the 
court  and  city  in  difperfing  popifh  books  of  devotion;  and 
the  king  gave  open  countenance  and  protection  to  fuch  as 
had  been  ferviceable  to  him  abroad,  and  came  over  with  him, 
or  foon  followed  him,  which  (bifhop  Rennet  fays)  his  ma- 
jelly  could  not  avoid.  Upon  the  whole,  more  Roman  ca- 
tholicks  appeared  openly  this  year,  than  in  all  the  twelve 
years  of  the  inter-regnum. 

In  Ireland  the  papifls  took  pofieffion  of  their  eftates,  which 
had  been  forfeited  by  the  rebellion  and  maflacre,  and  turned 
out  the  purchafers ;  which  occafioned  fuch  commotions  in 
that  kingdom,  that  the  king  was  obliged  to  ilfue  out  a  pro¬ 
clamation,  commanding  them  to  wait  the  determinations  of 
the  enfuing  parliament.  The  body  of  their  clergy,  by  an  in- 
flrument,  bearing  date  Jan.  1,  1660,  0.  S.  figned  and  fealed 
by  the  chief  prelates  and  officials  of  their  religion,  ventured 
to  depute  a  perfon  of  their  own  communion,  to  congra¬ 
tulate  his  majelly’s  relloration,  and  to  prefent  their  humble 
fupplications  for  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  articles  of  1648,  whom  the  king  received  very 
favourably,  and  encouraged  to  hope  for  an  accomplilhment 
of  their  requells  in  due  time.  Such  amazing  changes 
happened  within  nine  months  after  the  king’s  arrival  at 
Whitehall. 

The  only  perfons  who,  under  pretence  of  religion  at¬ 
tempted  any  thing  againlt  the  government,  were  a  fmall  num¬ 
ber  of  enthufiafts,  who  faid  they  were  for  king  Jefus:  Their 
leader  was  Thomas  Venner ,  a  wine-cooper,  who,  in  his  little 
conventicle  in  Coleman-flreet,  warmed  his  admirers  with  paf- 
fionate  expectations  of  a  fifth  univerfal  monarchy,  under  the 
perfonal  reign  of  king  Jefus  upon  earth,  and  that  the  faints 
were  to  take  the  kingdom  themfelves.  To  introduce  this 
imaginary  kingdom,  they  marched  out  of  their  meeting-houfe 
towards  St.  Paul’s  Church-yard,  on  Sunday  Jan.  6,  to  the 
number  of  about  fifty  men  well  armed,  and  with  a  refolution 
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to  fubvert  the  prefeht  government,  or  die  in*  the  attempt. 
They  publiflieci  a  declaration  of  the  dcfign  of  their  rifhiog 
and  placed  centinels  at  proper  places.  The  lord-mayor  fent 
the  trained  oands  todilperfe  them,  whom  they  quickly  routed, 
but  in  the  evening  returned  to  Cane-Wood,  between  High- 
gate  and  Hampftead.  On  Wednefday  morning  they  "re- 
tui  ned  and  diiperfed  a  party  of  the  king’s  foldiers  in  Thread - 
neahe-ftreei.  In  W^ood-hredt  they  repelled  the  trained 
oandh,  and  home  of  tne  horfe-guards;  but  Venner  hnnfelf  was 
Knocked  a  own*  and  tome  cf  his  company  {lain,  from  hence 
the  remainder  retreated  to  Cripplegate,  and  took  poffeffion 
of  an  houfe,  which  they  threatened  to  defend  with  a  defoe- 
rate  rcfolution,  but  no-body  appearing  to  countenance  their 
frenzy ,  they  furrendered  after  they  had  loft  about  half  their 
number;  Venner  and  one  of  his  officers,  were  hanged  be¬ 
fore  their  meeting-houfe  door  in  Coleman-ftreet,  jan.  19, 

and  a  few  days  after,  nine  more  were  executed  in  divers  parts 
of  the  city.*  * 

This  mad  infurreftion  gave  the  court  a  handle  for  break¬ 
ing  through  the  late  declaration  of  indulgence ,  within  three 

*  Tt  plainly  appeared,  on  the  examination  of  thefe  insurgents*  that  they 
had  entered  into  no  plot  with  any  other  confoirators.  The  whole  tranf- 
a&ion  was  the  unqueiHonable  effect  of  the  religious  phrenfy  of  a  few  indi¬ 
viduals.  Yet  it  was  the  origin  of  a  national  burthen  and  evil  felt  to  this 
day.  At  the  council,  on  the  morning  after  the  infurreftion  was  quelled,  the 
duke  of  York  availed  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  to  pulh  his  arbitrary  mea¬ 
sures.  On  the  pretext,  that  fo  extravagant  an  attempt  could  not  have  ariien 
from  the  ralhnefs  of  one  man,  but  was  the  refult  of  a  plot  formed  by  all  the 
fedfaries  and  fanatics  to  overthrow  the  prefent  government,  he  moved, 
“  to  fufpend,  at  fnch  an  alarming  crilis,  the  di  than  ding  of  general  Monk1  s 

regiment  of  foot which  had  the  guard  of  Whitehall ;  and  was  by  order 
of  parliament  to  have  been  aifbanded  the  next  day.  Through  different 
caufes,  the  motion  was  adopted,  and  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  king  to  requelt 
him  to  approve  and  confirm  the  resolution  of  the  council,  and  to  appoint  the 
continuance  of  the  regiment  till  further  order.  To  this  the  king  confented; 
and  as  the  rumours  of  frefii  confpiracies  were  induftrioufiy  kept  up,  thofo 
troops  were  continued  and  augmented,  and  a  way  was  prepared  for  the  gra¬ 
dual  efcablifhment  of  a  Jtanding  army ,  under  the  name  of  guards .  This 
fhould  be  a  memento  to  future  ages,  how  they  credit  reports  of  plots  and 
confpiracies  thrown  out  by  arninider,  unlefs  the  evidence  of  their  exigence 
be  brought  forward.  The  cry  of  confpiracies  has  been  frequently  nothing 
more  than  the  chimera  of  fear,  or  the  invention  of  a  wicked  policy  to 
carry  the  fchemes  of  ambition  and  defpotifm.  Secret  Hiftory  of  the  Court 
and  Reign  of  Charles  II.  voL  i.  p.  34 6,  7.  Ei>. 

months 
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months  after  it  was  publiflicdj  for  Jan.  2,  tltcic  was.  an  order 
of  council  ag-iin.fl  the  meetings  of  fefiraries  in  great  numbers, 
and  at  unufual  times;  and  on  the  ioth  of  January  a  procla¬ 
mation  was  publifhed,  whereby  his  majefty  forbids  the  aria* 
baptijls ,  quakers ,  and  fifth  monarchy  men ,  to  affemble  or  meet 
together  under  pretence  of  worfhipping  (rod,  except  it  be 
in  fome  parochial  church,  or  chapel,  or  in  private  houfes  by 
the  perfons  there  inhabiting. Ij  All  meetings  in  other  places 
are  declared  to  be  unlawful  and  riotous.  And  his  majefty 
commands  all  mayors,  and  other  peace-officers,  to  feafeh  for 
fuch  conventicles’  and  caufe  the  perfons  therein  to  be  bound 
over  to  the  next  fefiions.  Upon  this  the  inclependants ,  bap- 
'iijis ,  and  quakers ,  who  diffented  from  tne  eftablifhment, 
thought  fit  piiblickly  to  difown  and  renounce  the  late  in- 

furreftion.  “  ,  .  ft  , 

The  independants ,  though  not  named  in  the  proclamation, 
were  obnoxious  to  the  government,  and  fufpefted  to  concuf 
in  all  defigns  that  might  change  the  conflitution  into  a  com¬ 
monwealth:  To  wipe  off  this  odium,  there  was  publifhed, 
A  renunciation  and  declaration  of  the  congregational  churches , 
and  pub  lick  preachers  of  the  j 'aid  judgment ,  living  in  and 
about  the  city  of  London,  againfi  the  late  horrid  infur redlion 
and  rebellion,  a  tied  in  the  faid  city .  Dated  Jan.  1.660.  In 
this  declaration  they  difown  the  principles  of  a  fifth  monarchy , 
or  the  perfonal  reign  of  king  Jefus  on  earth ,  as  difhonourabk 


||  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  357. 

|)  “  This  proclamation,”  Mr.  Gough  well  obferves,  <f  appears  to  be 
“  drawn  up  with  more  art  and  fallacy,  than  found  judgment  and  equity: 
“  while  it  reaches  all  the  different  fetfts  of  diffenters,  all  who  do  not  aflem- 
t(  ble  for  worfhip  in  fome  parochial  church  or  chapel,  as  rioters,  it  dif- 
**  tinguifhes  only  thofe  looked  upon  as  the  molt  infignilicant,  and  lead  for- 
<c  midable  for  their  numbers  or  abilities.  The  prefbyterians  are  palled 
*c  over  in  filence,  for  they  could  not  with  any  colour  of  decency  be  pointed 
“  as  foes  to  the  government  they  had  juft  before  been  conducive  to  efta- 
“  bliftiing.  The  independants  are  alfo  unnoticed,  probably,  for  fear  of 
“  awakening  the  exertion  of  that  rigour  and  of  thofe  abilities,  the  effefts 
whereof  were  yet  recent  in  the  memory  of  the  prefent  adminiftration, 
iC  The  anabaptifts  and  quakers,  as  new  or  weaker  feeds,  are  treated  with  lefs 
ceremony:  and  are  ranked  with  the  wild  difturbers  of  the  public^  peace: 
<(  wherein  juftice,  the  chara&eriftick  virtue  of  good  government, rwas  de- 
“  ftgnedly  violated  by  involving  the  innocent  with  the  guilty  in  one  con- 
“  fufed  rnafs.”  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  i.  p.  443,  4,  E®, 
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to  him,  and  prejudicial  to  his  church;  and  abhor  the  pro¬ 
pagating  this  or  any  other  opinion  by  force  or  blood.  They 
refer  to  their  late  meeting  of  melTengers  from  one  hundred 
and  twenty  churches  of  their  way  at  the  Savoy,  in  which 
they  declare,  {Chap.  XXIV.  Of  their  confejpon)  That  civil 
magiflrates  are  of  divine  appointment,  and  that  it  is  the,  duty 
of  all  fubjefts  to  pray  for  them,  to  honour  their  perfons,  to 
pay  them  tribute,  to  obey  their  lawful  commands,  and  to 
be  fubjeft  to  their  authority;  and  that  infidelity,  or  difference 
in  religion,  does  not  make  void  the  magiflrates’  juft  and  legal 
authority,  nor  free  the  people  from  their  obedience.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  ceafe  not  to  pray  for  all  forts  of  bleffmgs, 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  upon  the  perfon  and  government  of 
his  majefty,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  will  continue  to  do  fo 
themfelves,  and  periuade  others  thereunto.  And  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  late  impious  and  prodigioufly  daring  rebellion ; 
they  add,  Cur  fed  be  their  anger,  for  it  was  fierce  ;  and  their 
wrath,  for  it  was  cruel :  0  my  foul!  come  not  thou  into  their 
fecret ,  but  let  God  divide  them  in  Jacob*  and fcatter  them  in 
Ifrael.  Signed  by 

Samuel  Slater 
George  Cockayn 
Thomas  Goodwin 
Thomas  Brooks 
Corn.  He/me 
John  Hodges 
John  Bachiler 
Seth  Wood 


Jof  Caryl 
George  Griffiths 
Richard  Kenrick 
Robert  Bragge 
Ralph  Venning 
"John  Oxenbridge 
Philip  Nye 
"John  Rowe 
Thomas  Weld 


William  Greenhill 
Matth.  Barker 
Tho.  Malory 
john  Loder 
John  Tates 
Thomas  Owen  , 
Nath .  Mather 
Will .  Stoughton . 


The  baptifts  published  an  apology*  in  behalf  of  themfelves, 
and  their  brethren  of  the  fame  judgment,  with  a  prolejlation 

#  agairffl 

»  This  ’  V23  fubferibed  by  thirty  minifiers  and  principal  members  of  the 
lapiifl  congregations.  It  was  accompanied  by  another  paper,  called  alfo 
an  4<  Apology,”  which  had  been  prefented  to  the  king  fome  months  before 
Venner' s  infur region ;  declaratory  of  their  fentiments  concerning  magi- 
#racv,  and  of  their  readinefs  to  obey  the  king  and  all  in  authority  in  all  things 
lawful.  Wlr.Jfffey,  preaching  foon  after,  declared  to  his  congregation,  that 
Venner  fhould  fay,  “  that  he  believed  there  was  not  one  h  apt  if  among  his 
*•  adherents;  and 
44  infant- baptifm  was 


that  if  thev  fucceeded,  the  baptifts  fhould  know,  that 
/as  an  ordinance  o  f  Jefus  drift''  In  further  vindication^ 

of 
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againjl  the  late  wicked  and  moft  horrid  treafon  and  rebellion 
in  this  city  of  London  ;  in  which  they  avo\y  their  loyalty  to 
the  king,  and  promife  that  their  pra&ice  ihall  be  conform¬ 
able;  fubferibed  by  William  Kijfen ,  Henry  Den ,  John  Batty , 
Thomas  Lamb ,  Thomas  Cowpcr ,  and  about  twenty-nine  or 
thirty  other  names.  They  alfo  addreffed  the  king,  that  the 
innocent  might  not  fuffer  with  the  guilty;  protefting  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner,  that  they  had  not  the  leaft  knowledge 
of  the  late  infurre<ftion,  nor  did,  direftly  or  indireftly,  con¬ 
trive,  promote,  aflift,  or  approve  of  it#  They  offered  to 
give  fecurity  for  their  peaceable  behaviour,  and  for  their 
fupporting  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government.  But  not- 
withftanding  this,  their  religious  aflemblies  were  difturbed  in 
all  places,  and  their  minifters  imprifoned  ;f  great  numbers 

of  this  people,  and  to  fhew  that  they  were  unjuflly  charged  with  oppofing 
magiftracy  and  government,  there  was  publifhed,  about  this  time  a  fmall 
treatife  entitled,  ct  Moderation:  or  arguments  and  motives  tending  thereto; 
“  humbly  tendered  to  the  honourable  members  of  parliament.”  Copious 
extracts  from  this  piece*  may  be  feen  in  Crofby’s  Hiftory  of  the  Englifh 
Baptifts,  vol.  ii.  p.  42 — 83.  Ed. 

f  Divers  pious  perfons  were  haled  out  of  their  houfes  ;  four  hundred 
were  committed  to  Newgate;  others  to  Wood-ftreet  compter;  and  manv  to 
other  prifons.  The  firft  and  moil;  violent  perfection  was  chiefly  levelled 
agair.ft  them.  Among!!  others,  who  fuffered  on  this  occafion,  was  Mr. 
Hanferd  Knotty s.  Mr.  Vavafor  Bowel  was,  early  in  the  morning,  taken 
from  his  houfe  by  a  company  of  foldiers,  and  carried  to  prifon :  from  whence 
he  was  conduced  to  Salop,  and  committed  with  feveral  others  to  the  cuftodv 
of  a  marfhal:  where  they  were  detained  nine  weeks,  till  they  were  releafed 
by  an  order  of  the  king  and  council.  Mr.  John  Bury  an  was  apprehended 
at  a  meeting  and  committed  to  prifon,  though  he  offered  bail,  till  the  next 
fellions.  He  was  then  indi&ed  for  “  denj  Highly  and  pernicioujly  abftaining 
“  from  coming  to  church  to  hear  divine  fervice;  and  as  a  common  upholder 
“  of  feveral  unlawful  meetings  and  conventicles,  to  the  diftraftion  of  the 
*c  good  fubjeds  of  this  kingdom,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  our  fovereign  lord 
“  the  king.”  He  frankly  owned  being  at  the  meeting.  The  juftices  took 
this  for  a  confeflion  of  the  indiflment;  and,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  conform, 
fentenced  him  to  perpetual  banifhment,  on  an  aft  made  by  the  then  parlia¬ 
ment.  Though  the  fentence  of  banifhment  was  never  executed  upon  him, 
he  was  kept  in  prifon  twelve  years  and  half,  and  fuffered  much  under  cruel 
and  oppreflive  jailers.  Above  fixty  diffenters  were  imprifoned  with  him: 
among  whom  were  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Dun >  two  eminent  minifters  well 
known  in  Bedfordfhire.  Mr.  Banyan  was,  at  lad,  liberated  on  the  impor¬ 
tunity  of  Dr.  Barlow,  biihop  of  Lincoln.  Crofby’s  Kiftory  of  the  Bap- 
dfts,  vol.  ii.  p.  91,  2,  3.  Vavafor  Powel’s  Life,  p.  129 ;  and  Robin  fon’* 
Tranflation  of  Claude,  vol.  ii.  p.  228.  Ed. 
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were  crouded  into  Newgate,  and  other  prifons,  where  they 
remained  under  clofe  confinement  till  the  king’s  coronation, 
when  the  general  pardon  publilhed  on  that  occafion  fet  them 
at  liberty. 

The  Quakers  alfo  addrefled  the  king  upon  this  occafion  in 
the  following  words  :§ 

cc  Oh  king  Charles!  * 

“  OUR  defire  is,  that  thou  mayeft  live  for  ever  in  the 
fear  of  God,  and  thy  council.  We  befeech  thee,  and 
tc  thy  council,  to  read  thefe  following  lines,  in  tender  bowels, 
cc  and  compaflion  for  our  fouls,  and  for  your  good. 

cc  And  this  confider;  we  are  about  four  hundred  impri- 
cc  foned  in  and  about  this  city,  of  men  and  women  from  their 
64  families;  befides,  in  the  country  gaols  above  ten  hundred. 

We  defire,  that  our  meetings  may  not  be  broken  up,  but 
£ 4  that  all  may  come  to  a  fair  trial,  that  our  innocency  may 
“  be  cleared  up.—” 

64  London,  16th  day  eleventh  month,  i66o.”f 

t  -  1  •  •  .  -  t )  " 

t  On  the  2  8th  of  the  fame  month,  they  publifhed  the  de¬ 
claration  referred  to  in  their  add  refs,  enti  tilled,  A  Decla¬ 
ration  from  the  harmlefs  and  innocent  people  of  God  called 
Quakers,  agauifl  all  f edition^  plotters  and  fighters  in  the 
world ,  for  removing  the  ground  of  jealoufy  and  fufpicion  from 
both  magif  rates  and  people  in  the  kingdom ,  concerning  wars 
and  fightings.  Prefented  to  the  king  the  2 iff  day  of  the 
eleventh  month,  1660.J  Upon  which  his  majefty  promifed 
them,  on  the  word  of  a  king,  that  they  fiiould  not  fuffer  for 

|  Mr.  Krai,  .1  refpe stable  perfon  of  the  fociety  informs  me,  has  given  two 
fhort  paragraphs  only  of  an  addrefs  containing  feven  quarto  pages  of  clofe 
letter-prefs.  It  underwent,  it  feems,  feveral  editions,  not  fewer  than  eight  or 
ten;  for  being  fraught  with  much  pertinent,  folid  matter,  as  perfecution 
continued,  it  was  made  very  publick.  Mr.  Neal ,  or  his  author  Kennet ,  is 
charged  with  having  mutilated  the  paragraphs  which  he  quotes.  For  the 
fecond  fentence  {lands  in  the  original  thus:  “  We  befeech  thee  and  thy 
44  council  to  read  thefe  following  lines ;  and  in  tender  bowels  and  compal- 
44  fion  to  read  them  ever,  for  we  write  in  love  and  compaflion  to  your  fouls , 
and  for  your  good.”  And  after  families  fhould  be  added,  in  clofe  holes 
and  p  rife  ns.  Er>. 

f  Kermet’s  i  Chron.  p.  361.  *  J  Ibid.  p.  366. 
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their  opinions  as  long  as  they  lived  peaceably ;  but  his  pro- 
miles  were  little  regarded.*  / 

The  prelbyterian  clergy  were  in  fome  degree  affected 
with  thefe  commotions,  though  envy  itfelf  could  not  charge 
them  with  guilt ;  but  it  was  the  wilh  and  defire  of  the  pre- 
latical  party,  that  they  might  difcover  their  uneafinefl’es  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  might  expofe  them  to  trouble  j  for  their 
ruin  was  already  determined,  only  fome  pretexts  were  want¬ 
ing  to  cover  the  deiign,  particularly  fuch  as  affefted  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom,  and  might  not  reflect  on  his  majefty’s  de¬ 
claration  from  Breda,  which  pfomifed,  that  no  perfon  fhould 
be  molefted  purely  for  religion .f  But  they  were  infulted  by 

the  mob  in  the  itreets;  when  their  families  were  finging 
pfalms  in  their  houfes,  they  were  frequently  interrupted  by 
blowing  of  horns,  or  throwing  hones  at  the  windows.  Tier 

O'  o 

prelbyterian  minifters  made  the  belt  retreat  they  could,  after 
they  had  unadvifedly  delivered  themfelves  up  into  the  hands 
of  their  enemies;  for  while  they  were  careful  to  maintain 
an  inviolable  loyalty  to  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government, 
they  contended  for  their  religious  principles  in  the  prefs; 
feveral  new  pamphlets  were  publifhed,  and  a  great  many  old 
ones  reprinted,  about  the  magi  fir  ales ’  right  of  unpofing  things 
indifferent  in  tbe  worjhip  of  God . — Againft  bowing  at  the  ?iame 
of  Jcfus. — -The  unlawfulnefs  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  church 
of  England . — The  common-prayer  book  umnafked . — Grievances 
and  corruptions  in  church-government ,  &c.  mofl  of  which 
were  anfwered  by  divines  of  the  epifcopal  party* 

But  the  molt  remarkable  treatife  that  appeared  about  this 
time,  and  which,  if  it  had  taken  place,  mult  have  prevented 

#  *  Br.  Grey  impeaches  here  the  candour  and  fidelity  of  Mr.  Neal,  as  an 
hiflorian :  and  adds,  (e  Sekvei,  a  quaker,  fpeaks  more  favourably.  This 
“  writer,  as  Dr.  Grey  quotes  him,  does  fay,  that  at  this  time  the  king  (hewed 
"  himfelf  moderate ,  for  at  the  folicitation  of  fome  he  fet  at  liberty  about 
feven  hundred  of  the  people  called  quaker s :  and  that  they  were  acquitted 
from  any  hand  in  Fenner's  plot,  and  that,  being  continually  .importuned, 
"  the  king  iffued  forth  a  declaration,  that  the  quaker s  Jbould  be  Jet  at  liberty 
<c  without  paying  fees."  But  though  Sequel  Hates  thefe  fa£ts,  Dr.  Grey 
either  overlooked,  or  forgot  to  inform  his  reader,  that  Mr.  Neal,  in  charging 
the  king  with  the  breach  of  his  promife,  fpeaks  on  the  authority  of  SezveT: 
who  fays,  “  the  king  feemed  a  good-natured  prince,  yet  he  was  fo  milled 
“  that  in  procefs  of  time  he  feemed  to  have  forgot  what  he  fo  folemnly  pro* 
y  nufed  on  tbe  %vord  of  a  king."  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers,  p*  257,  *  Ed. 

f -Rapin,  vob  il  p.  624,  folio.  the 
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the  mifchiefs  that  followed, %  was  that  of  the  reverend  Dr. 
Edward  StillingJIeet ,  reftor  of  Sutton  in  Bedfordfliire,  and 
afterwards  the  learned  and  worthy  hilltop  of  Worcelter,  who 
firft  made  himfelf  known  to  the  world  at  this  time  by  his 
Iraucum ,  or,  A  Weapon  Salve  for  the  Church’s  Wounds ; 
printed  1661,  in  which  he  attempts  to  prove,  that  no  form 
of  church-government  is  of  divine  right ,  and  that  the  church 


had  no 


I  fltall  beg  the 


reader’s  attention  to  a  few  paflages  out  of  his  preface. 
“  1  he  defign  of  our  Saviour  (fays  he)  was  to  eale  men  of 
“  their  former  burthens,  and  not  to  lay  on  more;  the  duties 
“  he  required  were  no  other  but  fuch  as  were  neceffary,  and 
“  withal  very  juit  and  reafonable;  he  that  came  to  take  away 
“  the  infupportable  yoke  of  Jewilh  ceremonies,  certainly 
“  did  never  intend  to  gall  the  necks  of  his  difciples  with 
“  another  inftead  of  it;  and  it  would  be  ft  range  the  church 
**  fltould  require  more  than  C  hr  ill  himfelf  did,  and  make 
“  other  conditions  of  her  communion  than  our  Saviour  did 
“  of  difciplefhip.  What  poflible  real  on  can  be  affigned  or 
46  given  why  fuch  things  (hould  not  be  fuflicient  for  commu- 


X  A  conciliating  and  liberal  defign  formed  by  two  refpeftable  men  de~ 
ferves  to  be  mentioned  here.  “  Soon  after  the  reiteration,  the  honourable 
“  Mr.  Boyle  and  fir  Peter  Pett  were  difeourfing  of  the  feverities  pra&ifed  by 
44  the  bifhops  towards  the  puritans  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  and  of  thofe 
4<  which  were  returned  on  the  epifcopal  divines  during  the  following  ufur- 
44  pations ;  and  being  apprehenfive  that  the  redored  clergy  might  be  tempted 
4(  by  their  late  fufFerings  to  fuch  a  vindictive  retaliation  as  would  be  contrary 
<c  to  the  true  meafures  of  chriftianity  and  politics,  they  came  at  lad  to  an 
4(  agreement,  that  it  would  tend  to  the  publick  good,  to  have  fomething 
4f  written  and  publilhcd  in  defence  of  liberty  of  confcience.  Sir  Peter  Pett 
44  engaged  to  write  on  the  political  part  of  the  quedion.  Mr.  Boyle  un- 
“  dertook  to  engage  Dr.  Thomas  Barlow  to  treat  of  the  theological  part : 

and  he  alfo  prevailed  on  Mr.  John  Dury ,  who  had  Spent  many  years  in 
41  hfi?  travels,  and  had  taken  an  aCtive  part  in  a  fcheme  for  reconciling  the 
41  luther arts  and  caPoiniJls ,  to  ftate  the  faCt  of  the  allowance  of  liberty  of  con- 
f(  lcicnce  in  foreign  parts.  Sir  Peter  PetPs  and  Mr.  Dufy's  traCts  were 
*4  printed  in  1660.  But,  for  particular  reafons,  the  publication  of  Dr. 

Barlonvh  piece  did  not  take  place:  but  it  was  publifbed  after  his  death. 

44  Dr.  Barlow  had  given  offence  by  writing,  jud  before  the  red-oration, 
e<  a  letter  to  Mr.  Tombs,  and  expreding  in  it  fome  prejudice  againft  the 
“  praCrice  of  infant  baptifm ,  and  by  refilling,  even  after  the  redoration,  to 
(*  retraCt  that  letter.  This  refufal  was  a  noble  conduCt:  for  the  doCtor  was 
((  in  danger  by  it  oflofmg  his  dation  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  and  all 
««  his  hopes  of  future  preferment.”  This  Ihews  how  obnoxious  was  the  feCfc 


of  ?hcbapti.d%  BircVs  Lif#  of  Boyle,  p,  299,  300,  Ed. 
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«  nion  with  the  church,  which  are  fufficiein  for  eternal  faU 
44  vation?  And  certainly  thole  i 
44  which  are  laid  down  as  the  n 
44  by  our  Lord  and  Saviour  i 
^  can  there  be  why  chriftians  fhould  not  Hand  upon  the 
44  lame  terms  now,  which  they  did  in  the  time  of  Chrift  and 
«  his  apoftles?  Was  not  religion  fufficiently  guarded  and 
44  fenced  in  then?  Was  there  ever  more  true  and  cordial 
«  reverence  in  the  worlhip  of  God?  What  charter  hath 
44  Chrift  given  the  church  to  bind  men  up  to  more  than 
44  himfelf  hath  done?  .Or  to  exclude  thofe  from  her  fociety 
44  who  may  be  admitted  into  heaven?  Will  Chrift  ever  thank 
44  men  at  the  great  day,  for  keeping  fuch  out  from  comitiu- 
44  nkm  with  his  church,  who  he  will  vouchfafe  not  only 
44  crowns  of  glory  to,  but  it  may  be  aureola  too,  if  there 
44  be  any  fuch  things  there?  The  grand  commilhon  the 
44  apoftles  were  font  out  with,  was  only  to  teach  what  Chrift 
44  had  commanded  them ;  not  the  leaft  intimation  of  any  power 
44  given  them  to  impede  or  require  any  thing  beyond  what 
44  himfelf  had  fpoken  to  them,  or  they  were  directed  to  by 
44  the  immediate  guidance  of  the  fpirit  of  God.  It  is  nor, 

44  whether  the  things  commanded  and  required  be  lawful  or 
44  not?  It  is  not,  whether  indifferences  may  be  determined 
44  or  no?  It  is  not  how  far  chriftians  are  bound  to  fubmit  to 
44  a  reftraint  of  their  chriftian  liberty,  which  I  now  enquire 
44  after,  but  whether  they  confult  the  church’s  peace  and 
44  unity  who  fufpend  it  upon  fuch  things.  We  never  read 
44  of  the  apoftles  making  laws  but  of  things  neceflary,  as 
44  Ads  xv.  19.  It  was  not  enough  with  them  that  the  things 
44  would  be  neceflary  when  they  had  required  them;  but 
44  they  looked  upon  an  antecedent  neceffity  either  abfolute 
44  or  for  the  prefent  ftate,  which  was  the  only  ground  of 
44  their  impofing  thefe  commands  upon  the  Gentile  chriftians., 

44  But  the  Holy  Ghoft  never  thought  thofe  things  fit  to  be 
44  made  matters  of  law  to  which  ail  parties  fhould  conform.  All 
44  that  the  apoftles  required  as  to  this  was  mutual  forbear- 
44  ance  and  condefcenfion  towards  each  other  in  them.  Thd 
44  apoftles  valued  not  indifferences  at  all;  and  thofe  things 
44  they  accounted  as  fuch  which  were  of  no  concernment  to 
44  their  falvation.  And  what  reafon  is  there  why  i&en  flabuld v 
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*-Jt^  tip  jb  ftrictly  to  fuch  things  which  they  may  do  or 
<£  let  atone,  and  yet  be  Very  good  chriftians?  Without  all 
conti  ovyrfy,  the  main  inlet  of  all  the  diffractions,  confu* 
fions  and  divilions,  of  the  chnffian  world,  has  been  by 
adding  other  conditions  of  church  communion  than  Chrift 
has  done.  -Would  there  ever  be  tire  lefs  peace  and  unity 
in  a  church,  if  a  diverfity  were  allowed  as  to  practices 
fuppofed  ind tiferent?  Yea,  there  would  be  fo  much  more, 
“  as  there  was  a  mutual  forbearance  and  condefcenfidn 
as  to  fuch  things.  The  unity  of  the  church  is  an  unity  of 
love  and  affeCtion,  and  not  a  bare  uniformity  of  practice 
and  opinion. — There  is  nothing  in  the  primitive  church 
more  deferving  our  imitation  than  that  admirable  temper, 
moderation,  and  condefcenlion  which  was  ufed  in  it  to- 
wards  its  members.  It  was  never  thought  worth  the  while 
to  make  any  handing  laws  for  rites  and  cuffoms  that  had 
no  other  original  but  tradition,  much  lefs  to  fuipend  men 
6C  her  communion  for  not  obferving  them.J- — ” 

The  doctor’s  propofals  for  an  accommodation  were,  “  i. 
“  That  nothing, be  imppfed  as  necelfaiy  but  what  is  clearly 
revealed  m  the  word  of  God.  2.  That  nothing  be  re- 
quired  or  determined  but  what  is  fufficiently  known  to  be 
“  indifferent  in  its  own  nature.  3.  That  whatever  is  thus 
determined  be  in  order  only  to  a  due  performance  of  what 
is  in  general  required  in  the  word  of  God,  and  not  to  be 
“  looked  upon  as  any  part  of  divine  worfllip  or  fervice.  4. 
“  That  no  fanCtions  be  made,  nor  mulcts  or  penalties  be 
inflicted,  on  fuch  who  only  diffent  from  the  life  of  fome 
“  things  wliofe  lawfulnefs  they  at  prefen t  fcruple,  till  fuffi- 
“  cient  time  and  means  be  ufed  for  their  information  of  the 
“  nature  and  indifferency  of  thefe  things.  I  am  fure  (fays 
<c  the  doCtor)  it  is  contrary  to  the  primitive  practice,  and  the 
cc  moderation  then  ufed,  to  fuipend  or  deprive  men  tff  their 
cc  minifleriai  function  for  not  conforming:  in  habits  and  gef-. 
C£  tures,  or  the  like.  Lqfily ,  that  religion  be  not  clogged 
“  with  ceremonies;  for  when  they  are  multiplied  too  much, 
“though  lawful,  they  eat  out  the  heart,  heat,  life,  and  vigor 
“  of  chriftianity. — If  the  doCtor  had  fteadily  adhered  to 
thefe  principles,  he  could  hardly  have  fubfcribed  the  aCt  of 

T  Ireni.com,  p.  8,  9,  yo,  §  Ibid,  p.  66,  67. 
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uniformity  next  year,  much  lefs  have  written  fo  warmly  again# 
the  diffenters,  as  he  did  twenty  years  afterwards.*  But  all. 
he  could  fay  or  do  at  prefent  availed  nothing,  the  prelbyte- 
rians  were  in  difgrace,  and  nothing  could  ftem  the  torrent 
of  popular  fury  that  was  now  coining  upon  them. 

[In  the  year  1660,  April  25th  died,  when  the  king  dc- 
figned  to  advance  him  to  the  fee  of  Worcefter,ihe  learned 
Dr.  Henry  Hammond.  In  addition  to  the  fliort  account  given 
of  him  by  Mi>  Nealy  vol.  iii.  p.  428,  fome  other  particulars 
may  be  fubjoined  here.  He  was  born  18th  Auguft,  1605, 
at  Chertfey  in  Surry;  and  was  the  youngeft  foil  of  Dr. 
John  Hammond ,  a  pliyfician.  He  received  his  grammar 
learning  at  Eaton  fchool,  and  in  1618  was  lent  to  Magdalen 
college  in  Oxford,  of  which  he  was  elefted  fellow  in  July 
1625:  and  entered  into  holy  orders  in  1629.  The  reftory 
of  Penfliur#  was  bellowed  upon  him  by  the  earl  of  Lelcejler 
in  1633.  In  1640,  he  was  chofen  one  of  the  members  of 
the  convocation;  in  1643  made  archdeacon  of  Chicheher, 
and  the  fame  year  was  named  one  of  the  affembly  of  divines, 
but  never  hit  among#  them.  He  was  dihinguiflied  in  his 
youth  for  the  fvveetnefs  of  his  carriage,  and  at  the  times 
allowed  for  play,  would  fteal,  from  his  fellows,  into  places 
of  privacy  to  pray: — omens  of  his  future  pacifick  temper  and 
eminent  devotion.  When  he  was  at  the  univerfity  he  gene¬ 
rally  fpent  thirteen  hours  of  the  day  in  ftudy.  Charles  I. 
faid,  “  he  was  the  mo#  natural  orator  he  had  ever  heard.” 
He  was  extremely  liberal  to  the  poor;  and  was  ufed  to  fay, 
that  “  it  was  a  mo#  unreafonable  and  unchriftian  thing  to 

*  “  I'f Mr.  Neal”  fays  Dr.  Grey ,  “  would  allow  a  man  to  retraft  his 
tc  miftakes  upon  difeovering  them,  he  would  not  find  fault  with  bifhop  67//- 
€C  ling  feet He  then  quotes  the  biftiop’s  apology  for  his  conduct,  from 
the  Preface  to  “  The  Unreafonablenefs  of  Separation.”  “  If  any  thing  in 
“  the  following  treatife  be  found  different  from  the  fenfe  of  that  book,  ? 

intreat  them  to  allow  me  that,  which  I  heartily  wifn  to  them,  that  in 
(t  twenty  years  time ,  we  may  arrive  to  fuch  maturity  of  thoughts,  as  to  fee 
“  reafon  to  change  our  opinion  of  fome  things,  and  1  wiff  I  had  not  caufe 
“  to  add,  of  fome  perfons.”  But  notwithftanding  the  force  of  the  bifhop’s 
plea,  it  will  not,  I  conceive,  be  deemed  a  fortunate  or  honourable  change, 
if  a  man’s  views  and  fpirit,  inftead  of  enlarging  and  becoming  more  liberal, 
are  contra&ed  and  grow  narrow  and  partial :  if,  inftead  of  being  the  advo¬ 
cate  for  generous  and  conciliating  meafures,  he  fhould  argue  for  oppreilioa 
and  intolerance.  Ed. 

^  cc  defpife 
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defpife  any  one  for  his  poverty,  and  it  was  one  of  the 
greateft  fenfualities  in  the  world  to  give.”  He  gave  it 
as  a  rule  to  his  friends  of  eftate  and  quality,  “  to  treat  their 
cc  poor  neighbours  with  fuch  a  chearfulnefs,  that  they  might 
cc  be  glad  to  have  met  with  them.”  The  alms  of  lending 
had  an  eminent  place  in  his  practice.  He  was  accuftomed 
ftrongly  to  recommend  to  others,  “  to  be  always  furnifhed 
with  fomething  to  do,”  as  thebeft  expedient  both  for  in¬ 
nocence  and  pleafure.  Devoted  as  he  was  to  his  ftudies,  he 
would  never  fufFer  any  body  to  wait,  that  came  to  fpeak  to 
him:  and  to  the  poor  he  came  with  peculiar  alacrity.  Britifh 
Biography,  vol.  v.  p.  219—225.  Ed.] 

The  earl  of  Clarendon ,  lord  chancellor,  w^as  prime  minifter 
and  at  the  head  of  the  king’s  councils.  The  year  [1661  3  be- 
gan  with  new  fcenes  of  pleafure  and  diverfion,  occafioned  by 
the  king’s  marriage  with  the  infanta  of  Portugal,  which  was 
confummated  April  30.  The  match  was  promoted  by  ge¬ 
neral  Monk  and  lord  Clarendon ,  if,  according  to  the  Oxford 
hillorian,  the  latter  was  not  the  firft  mover  of  it.f  And  it 
was  reckoned  very  ftrange,  that  a  protefiant  chancellor  fhould 
advife  the  king  to  a  popifti  princefs,  when  a  catholick  king 
propofed  at  the  fame  time  a  protefiant  conlbrt.  But  his 
lordfhip  had  further  views,  for  it  was  generally  talked  among 
the  merchants,  that  the  infanta  could  have  no  children,  in 
which  cafe  the  chancellor’s  daughter,  who  had  been  pri¬ 
vately  married  to  the  king’s  brother,  muff  fucceed,  and  her 


f  Dr.  Grey  obfervcs,  that  Mr.  Neal  antedates  this  marriage  fomevvliat 
above  a  year;  the  king  met  the  infanta  at  Portfmouth  the  2\ft  of  May, 
1662,  and  was  then  privately  married  to  her  by  Dr.  Sheldon ,  bifhop  of 
London.  The  doctor,  on  the  authority  of  Eachard ,  endeavours  to  invali¬ 
date  the  imputation  which  lies  on  lord  Clarendon  of  being  the  promoter,  if 
not  the  frit  mover  of  this  marriage.  Mr.  Neal  is  fupported  in  his  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  affair  by  the  teftimony  of  fir  John  Rerejhy ,  who  fays,  “  it 
“*  is  well  known,  that  the  lord  chancellor  had  the  blame  of  this  unfruitful 
*c  match. ”  He  adds,  “-that  the  queen  was  faid  to  have  had  a  conftant 
fluor  upon  her,  which  rendered  her  incapable  of  conception.  Though, 
fi‘  on  this  occafon,”  fays  fir  John ,  <(  every  thing  was  gay,  and  fplendid,  and 
“  profufely  jovful,  it  was-eafy  to  difcern  that  the  king  was  not  exceflively 
44  charmed  with  his  new  bride,  who  was  a  very  little  woman,  with  a  pretty 
“  tolerable  'face.  She  neither  in  perfon  or  manners  had  any  one  article  to 
44  hand  in  competition  with  the  charms  of  the  countefs  of  Cafilemain ,  after- 
,c  wards  duchefs  of  Cleveland,  the  fin  eft  v/oinan  of  her  aged*  Memoirs, 
p.  o,  10.  Ed. 
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ue  by  the  duke  of  York  become  heirs  to  the  throne; 
Inch  happened  accordingly  in  the  perfons  of  queen  Mary 
.  and  queen  Anne .  Such  were  the  afpiring  views  of  this 
:eat  man,  which,  together  with  his  haughty  behaviour,  in 
le  end  proved  his  ruin. 

The  convention  parliament  being  diffolved,  a  new  one 
as  cleft cd,  and  fummoned  to  meet  May  8.  The- houfe  of 
immons,  by  the  intereft  of  the  court  party, \  had  a  confider- 
ile  majority  of  fuch  as  were  zealous  enemies  of  the  preiby- 
•rians,  and  abettors  of  the  principles  of  archbifliop  Laud 
any  of  whom,  having  impaired  their  fortunes  in  the  late 
ars,  became  tools  of  the  miniftry  in  all  their  arbitrary  and 
ioient  meafures.  The  court  kept  above  one  hundred  of 
leni  in  condant  pay,  who  went  by  the  name  of  the  club  cf 
cters,  and  received  large  fums  o'f  money  out  of  the  Exche- 
uer,  till  they  had  almoft  fubverted  the  confiitution;  and- 
icn,  becaufe  they  would  not  put  the  finifhing  hand  to  what 
iey  had  unadvifedly  begun,  they  were  dilbanded. 

The  king  acquainted  the  houfes  iu  the  opening  of  the 
:ffions,§  that  “  He  valued  himfelf  much  upon  keeping  his  word , 
and  upon  making  good  whatfoever  he  had  promifed  to  his 
fubjeBs .”f  But  the  chancellor,  who  commented  upon  the 
irig’s  fpeech,  fpoke  a  different  language,  and  told  the  houfe, 
That  there  were  a  fort  of  patients  in  the  kingdom  that 
deferved  their  utmoft  feverity,  and  none  of  their  lenity; 


|  There  were  only  fifty-fix  members  of  the  prejlyttrian  party  returned, 
Dtwithftanding  their  great  intereft  in  almoft  all  the  corporations.  But  in 
le  interval,  between  the  two  parliaments,  the  court  party  had  been  active; 
id  the  hints  given  at  the  diftoliition  of  the  late  parliament  by  the  chan* 
dlor,  had  great  weight.  He  recommended  that  “  fuch  perfons  fhould  be 
returned  as  were  not  likely  to  oppofe  the  king,  but  had  already  ferved 
him,  and  were  likely  to  ferve'  him  with  their  whole  heart,  and  to  gratify 
him  in  all  his  deferes.v*  Had  the  people  been  alive  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  the 
Uign  of  reprefentation  and  the  nature  of  the  confiitution,  they  would  have 
■ceived  thefe  hints  with  indignant  contempt.  Ed. 

%  The  king  went  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  to  open  the  feffions,  with  almoft 
>  much  pomp  and  fplendour  as  had  been  difplayed.  on  the  coronation-day  ; 
id,  fays  my  author,  for  the  fame  reafons,  to  dazzle  the  mob  and  to  imprefs 
n  the  minds  of  the  people  very  exalted  notions  of  the  digniev  of  regal 
overnment.  Secret  Hiftory  of  the  Court  and  Reign  of  Charles  II.  vol.  i- 

■  4 °7 >  note*  ^/D*  'f  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  434. 

#  Secret  llift.  of  the  Court  and  Reign  of  Charles  II,  vol.  i,  p.iyi,  and  406. 
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thefe  were  the  /editions  preachers ,  who  could  not  be  con* 
tented  to  be  difpenfed  with  for  their  full  obedience  tc 
fome  laws  eflablifhed,  without  reproaching  and  inveighing 
againft  thofe  laws  how  eflablifhed  foever,  who  tell  their 
“  auditories  that  when  the  apoftle  bid  them  hand  to  their  li. 

berties  he  bid  them  Hand  to  their  arms,  and  who,  by  repeat- 
C£  ing  the  very  expreffions,  and  teaching  the  very  doctrines 
they  fet  on  foot  in  the  year  1640,  fufficiently  declare  that 
they  have  no  mind  that  twenty  years  fliould  put  an  end  to 
the  miferies  we  have  undergone.  What  good  chriftians 
<c  can  think,  without  horror,  of  thefe  minifters  of  the  gofpel, 
who  by  their  funftion  fliould  be  meffengers  of  peace,  but 
are  in  their  practice  only  the  trumpets  of  war,  and  incen- 
44  diaries  towards  rebellion? — And  if  the  perfons  and  place 
can  aggravate  their  offence,  fo  no  doubt  it  does  before  God 
and  man.  Methinks  the  preaching  rebellion  and  treafon 
44  out  of  the  pulpit,  fliould  be  as  much  worjfe  than  advancing 
it  in  the  market,  as  poiloning  a  man  at  a  communion  would 
4C  be  worfe  than  killing  him  at  a  tavern— M  His  lordfhtp  con- 
eludes  thus:  44  If  you  do  not  provide  for  the  thorough  quench- 
44  ing  thefe  firebrands;  king,  lords,  and  commons,  fliall  be 
44  the  meaner  fubjeefs,  and  the  whole  kingdom  will  be  kin- 
44  died  into  a  general  flame.”  This  was  a  home-thruft  at 
the  prefbyterians;  the  chancellor  did  not  explain  himfelf 
upon  the  authors  of  thefe  feditious  fermons,  his  defign  being 
not  to  accufe  particular  perfons,  but  to  obtain  a  general 
order  which  might  fupprefs  all  preachers  who  were  not  of 
rhe  church  of  England ;  and  the  parliament  was  prepared  to 
run  blindfold  into  all  the  court  meafures;  for  in  this  feflions 
the  militia  was  given  abfolutely  to  the  king — the  folcmn  league 
and  covenant  was  declared  void  and  illegal— the  act  for  dif- 
abling  perfons  in  holy  orders  to  exercife  temporal  jurifdic- 
tion  was  repealed — the  bifhops  were  reftored  to  their  feats 
in  parliament— the  old  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiftion  was  revived 
by  the  repeal  of  the  17  th  of  Charles  I.  except  the  oath  ex 
officio — and  it  was  made  a  praemunire  to  call  the  king  a  papiff|j 

The 

]|  Rennet’s  Chron.  p.  510,  511. 

||  To  Mr.  NeaP?,  detail  of  the  a 61  s'  of  this  feflions,  it  fliould  be  added. 
That  the  commons  voted,  that  all  their  members  fhould  receive  the  facra- 
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Fhe  ftorm  was  all  this  while  gathering  very  black  over 
prelbyterians ;  for  when  the  parliament  met  a  fccond 
e,  Nov.  20,  the  king  complimented  the  bifhops,  who  ap- 
tred  now  again  in  their  places  among  the  peers,  and  ob- 
vcd  in  his  fpeech,  that  it  was  a  felicity  he  had  much  de- 
:d  to  fee,  as  the  only  thing  wanting  to  reflore  the  old 
tilimtipn.  He  then  fpoke  the  language  of  the  chancellor, 
\  told  the  commons,  “  that  there  were  many  wicked  in- 
fruments  who  laboured  night  and  day  to  difturb  the 
niblick  peace. — That  it  was  worthy  of  their  care  to  pro¬ 
vide  proper  remedies  for  the  difeafes  of  that  kind;  that  if 
hey  found  new  difeafes  they  mud  find  new  remedies.  That 
he  difficulties  which  concerned  religion  were  too  hard  for 
lim,  and  therefore  he  recommended  them  to  their  care 
ihd  deliberatihn  who  could  bed  provide  for  them.’"  The 
dency  of  this  fpeech  was  to  make  way  for  breaking 
ough  the  Breda  declaration ,  and  to  furnifh  the  parliament 
:h  a  pretence  for  treating  the  non-conformids  with  rigour, 
which  they  were  themfelves  too  well  inclined. 

Lord  Clarendon ,  in  a  conference  between  the  two  houfes, 
rmed  pofitively,  that  there  was  a  real  confpiracy  againd 
i  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  and  though  it  was  difconcerted 
the  city,  it  was  carried  on  in  divers  counties;  a  committee 
s  therefore  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  re- 
rt;  but  after  all  their  examinations  not  one  fingle  perfon 
s  convi&ed,  or  fo  much  as  profecuted  for  it.J  Great 
ns  were  taken  to  faden  fome  treafonable  deficits  on  the 

O 

:fbyterians;  letters  were  fent  from  unknown  hands  to  the 

y  of  expulfion.  This  was  intended  as  a  teft  of  their  religious  fincerity. 
des  repealing  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  they  ordered  it  to  be 
in  out  of  all  the  courts  and  places  where  it  was  recorded*  and  to  be  burnt 
:he  common  hangman.  To  the  fame  fentence  were  doomed  all  a&s, 
[nances,  or  engagements,  which  had  been  dictated  by  a  republican  fpirit 
ing  the  late  times.  And  they  enervated  the  right  of  petitioning  by  va- 
is  reftriffions ;  limiting  the  number  of  fignatures  to  twenty,  unlefs  with 
fanftion  of  three  juftices,  or  the  major  part  of  the  grand  jury;  and  of 
fe  who  fhould  prefent  a  petition  to  the  king  or  either  houfe  of  parliament 
cn  perfons,  under  the  penalty  of  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds  and  three 
iths  imprifonment.  Secret  Hiltory  of  the  Court  and  Reign  of  Charles 
vol.  i.  -p.  412,  13,  14.  Ed. 

1  |  Rennet’s  Chron.  p,  602, 
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chiefs  of  the  party  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  intima¬ 
ting  the  project  of  a  general  mfurreftion,  in  which  their 
friends  were  concerned,  and  defiring  them  to  communicate 
it  to  certain  perfons  in  their  neighbourhood,  whom  they 
name  in  their  letters,  that  they  may  be  ready  at  time  and 
place.  A  letter  of  this  kind  was  directed  tathe  .reverend 
Mr.  Sparry ,  in  Worcefterfhire,  defiring  him  and  captain  Tar¬ 
ring!  o)i  to  be  ready  with  money;  and  to  acquaint  Mr.  Oat/and 
and  Mr.  Baxter  with  the  defign.  This,  with  a  packet  of 
the  fame  kind,  was  faid  to  be  left  under  a  hedge  by  a  Scots 
pedlar ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  found,  they  were  carried 
to  fir  J .  Packington ,  who  immediately  committed  Sparry , 
Oatland ,  and  Tarrington ,  to  prifon.  The  militia  of  the  ccunt^ 
was  railed,  and  the  city  of  Worcefter  put  into  a  pofture  of 
defence;  but  the  fham  was  fo  notorious,  that  the  earl  of 
Briftol ,  though  a  papift,  was  afliamed  of  it;  and  after  fome 
time  the  prifoners,  for  want  of  evidence,  were  releafed.  The 
members  for  Oxfordlhire,  Herefordlliire,  and  Staffordshire, 
informed  the  commons,  that  they  had  rumours  of  the  like 
conlpiracies  in  their  counties.  Bilhop  Burnet  fays,  u  That 
many  were  taken  up,  but  none  tried;  that  this'was  done 
to  fallen  an  odium  on  the  prelbyterians,  and  to  help  carry 
the  penal  laws  through  the  houfe;  and  there  w;ere  ap¬ 
pearances  of  foul  dealing  (fays  he)  among  the  fiercer  fort.” 
Mr.  Locke adds,  that  the  reports  of  a  general  infurreflion 
were  fpread  over  the  whole  nation,  by  the  very  perfons  wrho 
invented  them;  and  though  lord  Clarendon  could  not  but  be 
acquainted  with  the  farce,  he  kept  it  on  foot  to  facilitate 
palling  the  fevere  laws  that  wrere  now  coming  upon  the  car- 
^  *  The  government  could  not  with  decency  attack  the 


u 


pe 


mn-conformifts  purely  on  account  of  their  religion;  the  de¬ 
claration  from  Breda  was  too  exprefs  on  that  article;  they 
were  therefore  to  be  charged  with  raifing  difturbances  in  the 
{late.  But  fuppofing  the  faft  to  be  true,  that  fome  few 
malecontents  had  been  feditioufly  difpofed,  which  yet  was 
never  made  out,  what  reafon  can  be  affigned  why  it  fliould 
be  charged  upon  the  principles  of  a  whole  body  of  men,  who 
were  unquestionably  willing  to  be  quiet? 


* 


Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p.  627, 
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It  was  neverthelefs  on  this  bafe  and  difhonourable  fuggef- 
oh,  that  the-firft  penal  law  which  parted  againft  the  non- 
onformifts  this  feffion  was  founded,!  entitled, 

An  aB  for  the  well-governing  and  regidatirg  corporations  ; 
rhich  enacts,  u  That  within  the  feveral  cities,  corporations, 

;  boroughs,  cinque  ports,  and  other  port  towns  within  the 
:  kingdom  of  England,  dominion  of  Wales,  and  town  of 
:  Berwick-on-Tweed,  all  mayors,  aldermen,  recorders,  bai- 
■  lifts,  town-clerks,  common-council-men,  and  other  perfons, 

£  bearing  any  office  or  offices  of  magiftracy,  or  places,  or 
£  trufts,  or  other  employment  relating  to,  or  concerning  the 
£  government  of  the  faid  refpeftive  cities,  corporations,  and 
;  boroughs,  and  cinque  ports,  and  their  members,  and  other 
:  port  towns.  Avail  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and '  fupremacy , 

£  and  this  oath  following: 

“  I  A.  B.  do  declare  and  believe,  that  it  is  not  lawful  upon 
c  any  pretence  whatfoever  to  take  arms  againft  the  king; 
and  that  I  do  abhor  that  traiterous  pofition  of  taking  arms 
by  his  authority  againft  his  perfon,  or  againft  thofe  that 
are  commiflioned  by  him.”* 

They  (hall  alfo  fubferibe  the  following  declaration: 

“  I  A.  B .  do  declare,  that  there  lies  no  obligation  upon 
me  from  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  and  that  the 
fame  was  an  unlawful  oath  impofed  on  the  fubject  againft 
the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom.” 

cc  Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enafted  by  the  authority  afore- 
laid,  that  no  perfon  (hall  hereafter  be  deeded,  or  chofen 
into  any  of  the  offices  or  places  aforefaid,  that  fhall  not  have 
within  one  year  next  before  fuch  election  or  choice  taken 

|  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  602. 

*  “  One  would  fiippofe,”  it  has  been  well  remarked,  “  that  the  parlia-  ' 
ment,  who  preferibed  fuch  an  oath,  mult  have  been  as  near-fighted  and 
as  ftupid  as  they  were  fervile  and  corrupt.  Such  a  maxim  of  non-re- 
fiftance  to  the  king,  on  any  pretence ,  was  direiflly  fubverfive  of  their  own 
confequence  as  well  as  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  The  extent,  to 
which  this  principle  might  be  carried,  was  put  to  the  proof  by  "fames  IT. 
but  the  people  of  England  rent  afunder  the  chains  which  had  been  forged 
for  them  by  their  perlidious  .reprefentatives.”  Secret  Hiilory  ol  the 
ourt  and  Reign  of  Charles  II.  vol.  i.  p.  428,  note.  Ed. 
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the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  flipper,  according  to  the  rites 
4C  of  the  church  of  England;  and  that  every  perfon  fo  elected 
fliall  take  the  aforefaid  oaths,  and  fuhfcribe  the  faid  de- 
“  claration  at  the  fame  time  when  the  oath  for  the  due  exe- 
cc  cution  of  the  faid  places  and  offices  fliall  be  refpeftively 
adminiftered.” 


Thus  all  non-conformifts  were  turned  out  of  all  the 
branches  of  magiftracy  at  once,  and  rendered  incapable  of 
ferving  their  country  in  the  offices  of  a  common-council-man, 
or  a  burgefs  or  bailiff  of  the  fmalleft  corporation.  The  oath 
impofed  in  this  aft  robbed  them  of  their  right  as  fubjeds . 
Mr.  Eachard  confeffes  that  it  feems  at  once  to  give  up  the 
whole  conftitution;  and  no  wonder  (fays  he)  if  many  of  the 
clergy  as  well  as  laity,  on  the  account  of  this  aft,  efponfed  a 
doftrine  which,  if  rigidly  taken,  was  hard  to  be  reconciled 
to  the  great  deliverance  afterwards.  Mr.  Rapiji,  adds,f  that 
to  fay  that  it  is  not  lawful  on  any  pretence  whatever  to  refifi 
the  king ,  is  properly  fpeaking  to  deliver  up  the  liberties  of 
the  nation  into  his  hands.  The  high  churchmen  had  then 
elevated  ideas  of  the  royal  authority.  But  even  this  parlia¬ 
ment  did  not  think  fit  afterwards  to  admit  the  dangerous 
confequences  of  their  own  maxims. 

Commiffioners  were  appointed,  and  employed  during  this 

and  the  following  year,  to  vifit  the  feveral  corporations  in 

England,  and  to  turn  out  of  office  fuch  as  were  in  the  lead 

fufpefted  ;  who  executed  their  commiffions  with  fo  much 

rigour,  that  the  corporations  had  not  one  member  left,  who 

was  not  entirely  devoted  to  the  king  and  the  church. 

•  ^ 

f  Vol.  ii.  p.  628. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

.  A 

From  the  Conference  at  the  Savoy,  to  the  Act  of 

Uniformity . 

Jr'-.  I  ;  •  ’  •  ~  ' 

—  i66i.— 

A  CCORDING  to  his  majefty’s  declaration  of  October 
(  \  25,  1660,  concerning  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  twelve 
>ifhops#  and  nine  affiftants  were  appointed  on  the  part  of 
ae  epifcopal  church  of  England,  and  as  many  ministers  on 
ae  fide  of  the  prefbyterians,  to  affemble  at  the  bifhop  of 
London  s  lodgings  at  the  Savoy ,  cc  to  review  the  book  of 
:  common-prayer,  comparing  it  with  the  moll  ancient  and 
;  pureft  liturgies;  and  to  take  into  their  ferious  and  grave 
confederations  the  feveral  directions  and  rules,  forms  of 
prayer,  and  things  in  the  faid  book  of  common-prayer  con¬ 
tained,  and  to  advife  and  confult  upon  the  fame,  and  the 
feveral  objections  and  exceptions  which  fhall  now  be  raifed 
againft  the  fame;  and  if  occaflonbe,  to  make  fuch  reason¬ 
able  and  neceffary  alterations,  corrections  and  amendments, 
as  fhall  be  agreed  upon  to  be  needful  and  expedient  for 
giving  fatisfaCtion  to  tender  confciences,  and  the  reftoring 
and  continuance  of  peace  and  unity  in  the  churches  under 
his  majefty’s  government  and  direction.”  They  were  to 
ontinue  four  months  from  the  25th  of  March  1661,  and 
ien  prefent  the  refult  of  their  conferences  to  his  majefiy 
ider  their  feveral  hands. 

he  names  of  the  epifcopal  divines  on  the  fide  of  the  efablifh - 
ment  at  the  Savoy  conference  were, 

he  Mod  Rev.  Dr.  Accepted  Frewett ,  archbifhop  of  York 
he  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Gilbert  Sheldon ,  bifhop  of  London 

Dr.  John  Cofins,  bifhop  of  Durham 

*  Dr.  Nichols  reckons  twelve  bifhops,  but  has  left  out  the  bifhop  of 
ncbefier ,  and  named  Edward  bifhop  of  Norwich .  Dr.  Kennet  names 
rteen  bifhops,  amongft  whom  are  the  bifhops  of  Chichefter  and  Norwich 
V  Grey's  Examination,  vol.  in.  p.  308.  Ed. 

vol.  iv.  z  "The 
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1  he  Right  Rev.  Dr.  John  Warner,  bifhop  of  Rochetter 

Dr.  Henry  King,  bifhop  of  Chichefter 
Dr.  Humphrey  Henchman,  bifhop  of  Sarura 
Dr.  George  Morley,  bifhop  of  Worcetter 
Dr.  Robert  Saunderfon,  bifhop  of  Lincoln 
Dr.  Benjamin  Laney ,  bifhop  of  Peterborough 
Dr.  Bryan  Walton,  bifhop  of  C better  *  ° 

Dr.  Richard  Sterne,  bifhop  of  Carjifle 
Dr.  John  Gauden ,  bifhop  of  Exeter. 

Their  Affittants, 

John  Earle,  D.D.  dean  of  Weft-  Peter  Gunning,  D.D. 
minfter  John  Pearfon,  D.D. 

Peter  Heylin ,  D.D.  Thomas  Pierce,  D.  D. 

John  Hacket,  D.D.  Antony  Sparrow,  D.D. 

John  Barwick ,  D.D .  Herbert  Thorndike,  B.D. 

V  M 

The  names  of  the  prefoyterian  divines,  or  thofe  who  were 
for  alterations  in  the  hierarchy  of  the  church  at  the  Savoy 
conference  were,  '  , 

The  Right  Rev.  Edward  Reynolds,  biihop  of  Norwich 

T  he  Rev.  Antony  duckney,  D.D.  M.  St.  John’s  college,  Cambridge 
John  Conant,  D.D.  Reg.  Prof.  Oxon 
William  Spurjlow,  D.D.  vicar,  Hackney 
John  Wallis,  D.  D.  Sav.  Prof.  Geom. 

Thomas  Manton,  D.  D.  matter  of  Covent-garden 
Edmund  Calamy,  B.D.  of  Aldermanbury 
Mr.  Richard  Baxter,  clerk,  late  of  Kiddermintter 
Mr.  Arthur  Jackfon,  clerk,  of  St.  Faith’s 
Mr.  Tho?nas  Cafe,  clerk,  reftor  of  St.  Giles 
Mr.  Samuel  Clarke,  clerk,  of  St.  Bene’t  Fink 
Mr.  Matth .  Newcomen,  clerk,  of  Dedham. 

Their  Attittants, 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Horton,  D.D.  The  Rev.  John  Collins ,  D.D. 

Thomas  Jacomb ,  D.D.  Ben].  Woodbridge ,  B .  D> 

William  Bates,  D.D,  Mr.  John  Rawlinfon , 

William  Cooper,  D.D.  clerk 

John  Lightfoot,  D.D.  Mr.  W?n .  Drake,  elk. 

■  H 

When  the  commiffioners*  were  aflembled  the  firfl  time, 

April  1 5,  the  archbilhop  of  Turk  flood  up  and  faid,  he  knew 

. 

\  #  Though  the  baptifls  in  England  were  at  this  time  very  numerous, 

**  and  as  famous  men  amongft  them  for  learning  and  piety  as  molt  in  the 

commiffion; 
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little  of  the  bufinefs  they  were  met  about,  and  therefore  re¬ 
ferred  it  to  Dr.  Sheldon ,  bifliop  of  London,  who  gave  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  prefbyterians  having  defired  this  con¬ 
ference,  they  [the  biftiops]  fhould  neither  fay  nor  do  any 
thing  till  the  others  had  brought  in  all  their  exceptions  and 
complaints  againft  the  liturgy  in  writing,  with  their  additional 
forms  and  amendments.*  The  prefbyterians  humbly  moved 
for  a  conference  according  to  the  words  of  the  commiffion, 
but  the  bifliop  of  London  infilling  peremptorily  upon  his 
own  method,  the  others  confented  to  bring  in  their  ex¬ 
ceptions  at  one  time,  and  their  additions  at  another.  For 
this  purpofe  bifliop  Reynolds ,  Dr.  Wallis ,  and  the  reft  of  the 
prefbyterian  party,  met  from  day  to  day  to  collect  their  ex¬ 
ceptions  but  the  additions,  or  drawing  up  a  new  form, 
was  intrurted  with  Mr.  Baxter  alone.  “  Bifliop  Sheldon 
iC  faw  well  enough  (fays  Buniet\ |)  what  the  effect  would  be 
“  of  obliging  them  to  make  all  their  demands  at  once,  that 
“  the  number  would  raife  a  mighty  outcry  againft  them  as  a 
ec  people  that  could  never  be  fatisfied.”  On  the  other  hand, 
the  prefbyterians  were  divided  in  their  fentiments ;  fome  were 
for  infifting  only  on  a  few  important  things,  reckoning  that 
if  they  were  gained,  and  an  union  followed,  it  might  be  eafier 
to  obtain  others  afterwards.  But  the  majority,  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Mr.  Baxter ,  were  for  extending  their  defires  to 
the  utmolt,  and  thought  themfelves  bound  by  the  words  of 
the  commiffion  to  offer  every  thing  they  thought  might  con¬ 
duce  to  the  peace  of  the  church,  without  confidering  what 
an  afpect  this  would  have  with  the  world,  or  what  influence 
their  numerous  demands  might  have  upon  the  minds  ©f' 
thofe  who  were  now  their  fuperiors  in  numbers  and  flrength,§ 

“  corrtmiiiion ;  yet  no  regard  was  had  to  their  cafe,  nor  any  one  of  that  per- 
<(  fuafion  appointed  to  have  any  (hare  in  it.  They  did  not  defign  to  reform 
“  f°  far>  f°r  If  they  could  but  bring  the  prejbyterian  party  in,  which  was 
“  the  mod  numerous  of  the  diflenters,  that  might  be  fufficient  to  fecure  their 
44  power;  though,  by  the  confequence  of  this  proceeding,  it  feems  proba- 
ft  ble,  there  was  no  defign  of  reformation;  but  only  to  quiet  the  minds  of 

the  people,  till  they  could  gain  time.”  Crofby,  v.  ii.  p.  84-5.  Ed. 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  305.  J  Ibid.  p.  306.  ||  P.  262. 

§  “  This,”  obferves  a  late  writer,  “  was  precifely  what  the  advocates 
M  f°r  perfection  deftred;  they  could  fay,  that  the  king  had  taken  every 

22  “  fop. 
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but  when  they  were  put  in  mind  that  the  king's  commiffion 
gave  them  no  power  to  alter  the  government  of  the  church, 
nor  to  infill  upon  archbilhop  Ujjher’s  model,  nor  fo  much  as 
to  claim  the  conceiTions  of  his  majefty’s  late  declaration,  they 
were  quite  heartlefs ;  for  they  were  now  convinced  that  all 
they  were  to  expeft  was  a  few  amendments  in  the  liturgy 
and  common-prayer  book.  This  was  concluded  beforehand 
at  court,  and  nothing  more  intended  than  to  drop  the  pref- 
byterians  with  a  fhow  of  decency. 

The  minifters  were  under  this  further  hardftiip,  that  they 
were  to  tranfaft  for  a  body  of  men  from  whom  they  had  no 
power,  and  therefore  could  not  be  obliged  to  abide  by  their 
decifions;  they  told  the  king  and  the  prime  minifler ,  that 
they  fhoukl  be  glad  to  confult  their  abfent  brethren,  and  re¬ 
ceive  from  them  a  commiffion  in  form,  but  this  was  denied, 
and  they  were  required  to  give  in  their  own  fenfe  of  things. 


to  wffiich  they  confented,  provided  the  bifhops  at  the  fame 
time  would  bring  in  their  conceffions;  but  thefe  being  con¬ 
tent  to  abide  by  the  liturgy  as  it  then  flood,  had  nothing  to 
offer,  nor  would  they  admit  of  any  alterations  but  what  the 
prefbyterians  fliould  make  appear  to  be  neceffary.  With 
this  dark  and  melancholy  profpeft  the  conference  was 
opened.];  It  would  interrupt  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory  too 
much,  to  infert  all  the  exceptions  of  the  prefbyterians  to 
the  prefent  liturgy,  and  the  papers  which  paffed  between 
the  commiffioners,  with  the  letter  of  the  prefbyterian  mi¬ 
nifters  to  the  archbifliop  and  bifhops,  and  the  report  they 
made  of  the  whole  to  the  king.  I  fliall  only  take  notice 
in  this  place,  that,  inftead  of  drawing  up  a  few  fupple- 
mental  forms,  and  making  fome  amendments  to  the  old 


ftep,  which  the  belt  policy  and  the  tenderefl  concern  for  the  happinefs  of 
«  all  his  fubjefts  could  fugged,  to  gain  over  and  compofe  the  jarring  fe&s 
«  into  a  fydem  of  perfect  harmony,  but  that  all  his  wife  and  benevolent 
«  endeavours  were  defeated  by  the  wilful  obftinacy  and  perverfenefs  of  the 
“  non-conformids;  and  that  he  mud  therefore  now  purfue  fuch  meafuresas 
«  the  fafety  both  of  the  church  and  date  required.”  Secret  Hiftory  of  the 
Court  and  Reign  of  Charles  IT.  vol.  i.  p.  349,  50.  Ed. 

X  N.  B.  AH  the  papers  relating  to  the  conference  at  the  Savoy  are  colleSiei 
hi  a  book ,  entituled ,  The  History  op  Non-Conformity,  as  it  was' 
argued  and  dated  by  commiftioners  on  both  fides  appointed  by  his  majefty 
king  Charles  II.  in  the  year  1661.  Oftavo,  2d  edit.  1708. 

litu  gy, 
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liturgy,  Mr.  Baxter  compofed  an  entire  new  one  in  the  Ian- 
guage  of  feripture,  which  he  called  the  reformed  liturgy, 
not  with  a  delign  entirely  to  fet  afide  the  old  one,  but  to 
give  men  liberty  to  life  either  as  they  approved.  It  was 
drawn  up  in  a  fhort  compafs  of  time,  and  after  it  had  been 
examined,  and  approved  by  his  brethren,  was  prefented 
to  the  bifliops  in  the  conference,  together  with,  their  excep¬ 
tions  to  the  old  liturgy .  This  gave  great  offence,  as  prefu¬ 
ming  that  a  liturgy  drawn  up  by  a  fingle  hand  in  fourteen 
days,  was  to  be  preferred,  or  ftand  in  competition  with  one 
which  had  been  received  in  the  church  for  a  whole  century. 
Refides,  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the  commiilion  and  the 
biihops*  declaration  of  varying  no  further  from  the  old.  Jlan - 
dard  than  fhould  appear  to  be  neceiiary;  and  therefore  the 
reformed  liturgy ,  as  it  was  called,  was  rejected  at  once  with¬ 
out  being  examined. 

When  the  prefbyterians  brought  in  their  exceptions  to 
the  liturgy,  they  prefented  at  the  fame  time  a  petition 
for  peace,  befeeching  the  bifliops  to  yield  to  their  amend¬ 
ments  ;  to  free  them  from  the  fubferiptions  and  oaths  in  his 
majefly’s  late  declaration,  and  not  to  infill  upon  the  re-ordina¬ 
tion  of  thole  who  had  been  ordained  without  a  diocefanbifhop, 
nor  upon  the  furplice ,  the  crofs  in  baptifm ,  and  other  indif¬ 
ferent  ceremonies',  for  this  purpofe  they  make  ufe  of  various 
motives  and  arguments,  fufficient,  in  my  judgment,  to  influ¬ 
ence  all  who  had  any  concern  for  the  honour  of  God,  and 
the  falvation  of  fouls.  The  bifliops  gave  a  particular  anfwer 
to  thefe  exceptions ;  to  which  the  prefbyterians  made  fuch  a 
reply  as,  in  the  opinion  of  their  adversaries,  fhewed  them  to 
be  men  of  learning,  and  well  verfed  in  the  practice  of  the 
antient  church;  however,  the  bifliops  would  indulge  nothing 
to  their  prejudices  ;  upon  which  they  fent  them  a  large  ex- 
poftulatory  letter,  wherein,  after  having  repeated  their  ob¬ 
jections,  they  lay  the  wounds  of  the  church  at  their  door. 

The  term  for  the  treaty  being  almoft  fpun  out  in  a  paper 
controverfy,§  about  ten  days  before  the  commiilion  expired, 

a  difputation 

§  In  the  courfe  of  this  controverfy  many  points,  connected  with  the  doc- 
tine  and  manner  of  baptifm,  came  into  difeuffion:  fuch  as,  the  right  of  the 
children  of  heathens ,  or  of  the  excommunicated,  to  baptifm :  the  efficacy  of 
children’s  baptifm;  the  qualifications  for  this  ordinance;  the  ufe  of  god¬ 
fathers 


l  , 
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a  deputation  was  agreed  on,  to  argue  the  necejfity  of  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  prefent  liturgy.*  Three  of  each  party  were  * 
chofen  to  manage  the  argument;  Dr.  Pear] on, Gunning,  and 
Sparrow ,  on  one  fide;  and  Dr.  Bates,  Jacomb ,  and  Mr. 
Baxter ,  on  the  other.  The  reft  were  at  liberty  to  withdraw 
if  they  pleafed.  Mr.  Baxter  was  opponent,  and  began  to 
prove  the  finfulnefs  of  impofitions;  but  through  want  of 
order,  frequent  interruptions,  and  perfonal  reflections,  the 
difpute  iflued  in  nothing;  a  number  of  young  divines  inter¬ 
rupting  the  prefbyterian  minifters  and  laughing  them  to  lcorn. 
At  length  bifliop  Cofins  produced  a  paper, |  containing  an 
expedient  to  fhorten  the  debate,  which  was,  to  put  the  mi- 
fiifters  on  diftinguifhing  between  thofe  things  which  they 
charged  as  sinful,  and  thofe  which  were  only  inexpedient. 
The  three  difputants  on  the  minifters*  fide  were  defired  to 
draw  up  an  anfwer  to  this  paper,  which  they  did,  and  charged 
the  rubric  k  and  injunftions  of  the  church  with  eight  things 
flatly  Jinful,  and  contrary  to  the  word  of  God.  J  L 

1.  That  no  minifter  be  admitted  to  baptize  without  ufing 
the  fiign  of  the  crofs . 

2.  That  no  minifter  be  admitted  to  officiate  without  wear¬ 
ing  a  furplice. 

3.  That  none  be  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  flipper  without 
he  receive  it  kneeling. 

4.  That  minifters  be  obliged  to  pronounce  all  baptized 
perfons  regenerated  by  the  Holy  Ghojl ,  whether  they  be  the 
children  of  Ghriftians  or  not. 

5.  That  minifters  be  obliged  to  deliver  the  facrament  of 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  to  the  unfit  both  in  health  and 
Jicknefs ,  and  that,  by  perfonal  application,  putting  it  into  their 
hands,  even  thofe  who  are  forced  to  receive  it  againft  their 
wills,  through  confcioufnefs  of  their  impenitency, 

6.  That  minifters  are  obliged  to  abfolve  the  unfit ,  and 
that  in  abfolute  expreffions. 

fathers  and  god-mothers,  and  of  the  lign  of  the  crofs,  and  other  queftions. 
The  debate  on  which,  it  is  faid,  contributed  much  to  encourage  and  promote 
what  was  called  anabaptifm . 

Croiby’s  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts,  v.  ii.  p.  85,  86.  Ed. 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  337. 

f  Kennet’s  Chronicle,  p.  504.  4  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  341  • 

7,  That 
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7.  That  mi  aiders  are  forced  to  give  thanks  for  all  whom 
they  bury,  as  brethren  whom  G  od  bits  taken  to  himf If. 

8.  That  none  may  be  preachers  who  do  not  fubferibe, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  common-prayer  book,  book  of  ordi¬ 
nation,  and  the  thirty-nine  articles,  contrary  to  the  word  of  God. 

After  a  great  deal  of  loofe  difeourfe  it  was  agreed  to  de¬ 
bate  the  third  article,  of  denying  the  communion  to  fuch  as  could 
not  kneel.  The  minijlcrs  proved  their  afiertion  thus,  that  it 
was  denying  the  facrament  to  fuch  whom  the  Idoly  Gholf 
commanded  us  to  receive;  Rom.  xiv.  i,  2,  3.  “  Him  that 
“  is  weak  in  the  faith  receive  ye,  but  not  to  doubtful  difpu- 
“  tations:  one  believes  he  may  eat  all  things;  another,  that 
“  is  weak,  eateth  herbs:  let  not  him  that  eateth,  defpife  him 
“  that  eateth  not;  and  let  not  him  that  eateth  not,  judge 
“  him  that  eateth,  for  God  has  received  him.”  The  epif- 
copal  divines  would  not  underhand  this  of  the  communion. 
They  alfo  diftinguifhed  between  things  lawful  in  themfelves, 
and  things  both  lawful  in  themfelves  and  required  by  lawful 
authority.  In  the  former  cafe  they  admit  a  liberty,  but  the 
latter  being  enjoined  by  authority  become  necelfary.  The 
minifters  replied,  that  things  about  which  there  is  to  be  a 
forbearance  ought  not  to  be  enjoined  by  authority,  and  made 
nee  diary;  and  for  governors  to  reject  men  by  this  rule  is  to 
defeat  the  ajmdle’s  reafoning,  and  fo  contradict  the  law  of 
God.  But  when  Dr.  Gunning  had  read  certain  citations* 
and  authorities  for  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  bifhop 
Gafins  the  moderator  called  out  to  the  reft  of  the  bilhops  and 
doftors,  and  put  the  queftion,  All  you  that  think  Dr.  Gun- 
-ning  has  proved  that  Romans  xiv.  fpoeaketh  not  of  receiving 
the facrament,  fay  aye.  Upon  which  there  was  a  general  cry 
among  the  hearers,  aye,  aye’,  the  epifcopal  divines  having 
great  numbers  of  their  party  in  the  hall;  whereas  the  mi¬ 
ni  Jiers  had  not  above  two  or  three  gentlemen  and  fcholars 
who  had  the  courage  to  appear  with  them.  Neverthelefs 
they  maintained  their  point,  and  (as  bilhop  Burnet  obferves) 
infilled  upon  it,  that  a  “  law  which  excludes  all  from  the 
“  facrament  who  dare  not  kneel,  was  unlawful,  as  it  was  a 
“  limitation  in  point  of  communion  put  upon  the  laws  of 
“  Chrift,  which  ought  to  be  the  only  condition  of  tliofe  that 
“  have  a  right  to  it.” 

*  Kennet’s  Chronicle,  p.  506.  At 
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At  length  the  epifcopal  divines  became  opponents  upon 
the  lame  queftion,  and  argued  thus;  cc  That  command  which 
“  enjoins  only  an  aft  in  itfelf  lav/ful,  is  not  finful.”  Which 
Mr.  Baxter  denied.  They  then  added,  “  That  command 
“  which  enjoins  only  an  aft  in  itfelf  lawful,  and  no  other  aft 
“  or  circumftance  unlawful,  is  not  finful.”  This  alfo  Mr. 
Baxter  denied.  They  then  advanced  further,  “  That  com- 
“  mand  which  enjoins  only  an  aft  in  itfelf  lawful,  and  no 
4C  other  aft  whereby  an  unjuft  penalty  is  enjoined,  or  any 
circumftance,  whence  direftly  or  per  accidens  any  fin  is 
confequent  which  the  commander  ought  to  provide  againft, 
“  hath  in  it  all  things  requifite  to  the  lawfulnefs  of  a  com¬ 
mand,  and  particularly  cannot  be  charged  with  enjoining 
“  an  aft  per  accidens  unlawful,  nor  of  commanding  an  aft 
under  an  unjuft  penalty.”  TL  his  alfo  was  denied,  becaufe, 
though  it  does  not  command  that  which  is  finful,  it  may  re¬ 
train  from  that  which  is  lawful,  and  it  may  be  applied  to  un¬ 
due  fubjefts.  Other  reafons  were  affigned  ;*  but  the  difpute 
broke  oft  with  noife  and  confufion,  and  high  refleftions  upon 
Mr.  Baxter’s  dark  and  cloudy  imagination,  and  his  perplexed, 
icholaftick,  metaphyfical  manner  of  diftinguifhing,  which 
tended  rather  to  confound  than  to  clear  up  -that  which  was 
doubtful ;  and  bifhop  Saunderfon  being  then  in  the  chair,  pro¬ 
nounced  that  Dr.  Gunning  had  the  better  of  the  argument?. 

Bifhop  Morley  faid,  that  Mr.  Baxter’s  denying  that  plain 
propofition  was  deftruftive  of  all  authority  human  and  divine; 
that  it  ftruclc  the  church  out  of  all  its  claims  for  making 
c.anons,  and  for  fettling  opder  and  difcipline;  nay,  that  it 
took  away  all  legiflative  power  from  the  king  and  parliament, 
and  even  from  God  himfelf ;  for  no  aft  can  be  fo  good  in 
itfelf,  but  may  lead  to  a  fin  by  accident ;  and  if  to  command 
fuch  an  aft  be  a  fin,  then  every  command  muft  be  a  fin. 

Bifhop  Burnet  adds,f  u  that  Baxter  and  Gunning  Tpent 
“  feveral  days  in  logical  arguing,  to' the  diverfion  of  the 
V  town,  who  looked  upon  them  as  a  couple  of  fencers 
^  engaged  in  a  difpute  that  could  not  be  brought  to  any 
end.  The  biftiops  infilled  upon  the  laws  being  fill  in  force ; 
to  which  they  would  admit  of  no  exception ,  unlefs  it  was 
proved  that  the  matter  of  them  was  finfuL  They  charged 
the  prefbyterians  with  making  a  fchifm  for  that  which 
*  Rennet’s  Chronicle,  p.  505.  f  Vol.  i.  p.  2 64.  66  they 
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“  they  could  not  prove  to  be  {inful.  They  laid  there  was 
«  no  reafon  to  gratify  fuch  men ;  that  one  demand  granted 
“  would  draw  on  many  more;  that  all  authority  in  chirch 
“  and  date  was  ftruck  at  by  the  pofition  they  had  infnttd 
“  on,  namely,  Thai  it  was  not  lawful  to  impofe  things  indif- 
■«  ferent,  fince  thefe  feemed  to  be  the  only  matters  in  which 
«  authority  could  interfere.” — Thus  ended  the. deputation. 

From  arguments  the  minifters  defcended  to  intreaties,  and 
prayed  the  biftiops  to  have  compaffion  on  fcrupulous  minds, 
and  not  defpife  their  weaker  brethren.  If  the  non-confor- 
mifts  fliould  be  eje&ed,  they  urged,  that  there  would  not  be 
clergymen  enough  to  fill  the  vacant  pulpits;  they  put  them 
in  mind  of  their  peaceable  behaviour  in  the  late  times;  what 
they  had  fullered  for  the  royal  caufe,  and  the  great  fhare 
they  had  in  reftoring  the  king;  they  pleaded  his  majefly’s 
late  declaration,  and  the  defign  of  the  prefent  conference. 
To  all  which  the  bifhops  replied,  that  they  were  only  commif- 
fioned  to  make  fuch  alterations  in  the  liturgy  as  fhould  he  necef- 
fary ,  and  fuch  as  fhould  be  agreed  upon .  The  minifters  replied, 
that  the  word  necejfary  mull  refer  to  the  fatisfying  tender  con¬ 
fidences;  but  the  biftiops  infilled,  that  they  faw  no  alterations 
necejfary ,  and  therefore  were  not  obliged  to  make  any  till  they 
could  prove  them  fo.  The  minifters  prayed  them  to  confider 
the  ill  confequence  that  might  follow  upon  a  reparation.  But 
all  was  to  no  purpofe,  their  lordlhips  were  in  the  faddle,  and, 
if  we  may  believe  Mr.  Baxter ,  would  not  abate  the  fmalleft 
ceremony,  nor  correct  the  grofleft  error  for  the  peace  of  the  * 
church.  Thus  the  king’s  commiffion  expired  July  25,  and  the 
conferences  ended  without  any  profpeft  of  accommodation. 

It  was  agreed  at  the  conclufion,  that  each  party  might  re- 
prefent  to  his  majefty,  that  they  were  all  agreed  upon  the 
ends  of  the  conference,  which  were  the  church's  welfare , 
unity  and  peace ,  but  ftill  difagreed  as  to  the  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  them.  The  biftiops  thought  they  had  no  occafion  to 
represent  their  cafe  in  writing;  but  the  prelbyterian  com- 
miflioners  met  by  themfelves,  and  drew  up  an  account  of 
their  proceedings,  with  a  petition  for  that  relief  which  they 
could  not  obtain  from  the  biftiops.*  They  prefented  it  to 

*  Mr.  Crojby  fays,  “  he  had  been  informed,  tli.it  when  th t  prejlyterians 
ft  were  pleading  hard  for  fuch  conccflions  from  his  majefty,  as  they  thought 

“  would 
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the  king  by  bifhop  Reynolds,  Dr,  Bates,  Dr.  Manton,  and 
Mr.  Baxter-*  but  received  no  anfwer. 

Before  we  leave  this  famous  conference  at  the  Savoy ,  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  remark  the  behaviour  of  the  commifllon- 
ers  on  both  lides,  fome  of  whom  feldom  or  never  appeared 
as  Dr.  King  hilltop  of  Chkhejler ,  Dr.  Beylin ,  Barwick ,  and 
Earley §  Sheldon  bifhop  of  London  came  but  feldom,  though 
he,  with  Henchman  and  Morley,  had  the  chief  management 
of  affairs; ||  others  who  wereprefent,  but  did  not  much  con¬ 
cern  themfelves  in  the  debate,  as  Dr.  Frewen  archbifhop  of 
York;  Lucy  of  St.  David’s;  Warner  of  Rochefler;  Saun- 
derfon  of  Lincoln;  Laney  of  Peterborough;  Walton  of 
C heller;  Sterne  of  Carlifle;  Dr.  Racket  and  Dr.  Sparrow. 
On  the  fide  of  the  prefbyterians  Dr.  Horton  never  appeared, 
nor  Dr.  Drake ,  becaufe  of  a  mtfnomer  in  the  commilhon; 
Dr.  Lightfoot ,  Tuckney ,  and  Mr.  Woodbridge ,  were  prefent 
only  once  or  twice. 

Among  the  bilhops;  Dr.  Morley  was  the  chief  fpeaker; 
his  manner  was  vehement,  and  he  was  againft  all  abatements. 


would  bring  about  an  union:  the  lord  chancellor  told  them,  his  majefty 
t£  had  received  petitions  from  the  anabaptifts ,  who  defired  nothing  more  than 
to  have  liberty  to  worfhip  God  according  to  their  confciences.  At  which 
they  were  all  ftruck  dumb,  and  remained  in  a  long  filence.”  Mr.  Baxter 
places  this  matter  in  another  light :  that  petitions  having  been  received 
from  the  independents  and  anabaptifts ,  the  chancellor  propofed  to  add  a 
daufe  to  the  king’s  declaration,  permitting  others,  befides  the  prefbyterians , 

10  meet,  if  they  did  it  peaceably,  for  religious  worfhip,  fecure  from  mo- 
lefbition  by  any  civil  officer.  On  this  the  bifhops  and  the  prefbyterians , 
feeing  it  would  operate  in  favour  of  the  pap  ft  s ,  were  filent :  till  Mr.  Baxter , 
judging  that  confenting  to  it  would  bring  on  them  the  charge  of  fpeaking 
for  the  toleration  of papfts  and  feSaries ,  and  that  oppofing  it  would  draw 
on  them  the  refentment  of  all  fefls  and  parties  as  the  caufes  of  their  fuffier- 
Tfigs,  faid,  “  that  as  they  humbly  thanked  his  majefty  for  his  indulgence  to 
themfelves,  fo  they  mud  diftinguifh  the  tolerable  parties  .from  the  intoler - 
able :  that  for  the  former  they  craved  favour  and  lenity  ;  but  that  they 
**■  could  not  requeft  the  toleration  of  the  latter,  fuch  as  the  papfts  and  foci -  . 

**  nians ,  whom  Dr.  Gunning ,  fpeaking  againft  the  fefts,  had  then  named.”  f 
To  this  his  majefty  faid,  “  that  there  were  laws  enough  againft  the  papfts  ,** 
Mr.  Baxter  replied,  <e  they  underftood  the  queftion  to  be,  whether  thofe 
*•  laws  fhould  be  executed  on  them  or  not.”  And  fo  his  majefty  broke  up 
the  meeting  of  that  day.  Crofbv’s  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts,  v.  ii.  p.  87-89. 
Baxter’s  life,  part  ii.  p.  277.  Ed. 


Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  366.  §  Ibid,  p.  307. 

S  Kenneth  Chronicle,  p.  507,  > 


# 


HAP.  VI.  OF  THE  PURITANS.  347 

Ee  frequently  interrupted  Mr.  Baxter  and  when  Dr.  Bates 
lid,  Fray,  my  Lord,  give  him  leave  to  /peak,  he  could  not 

btain  it. 

Bilhop  Cofins  was  there  condantly,  and  though  he  was 
nelined  to  moderate  meafures,  laid  fome  very  levcre  things. 
Vhen  the  numbers  prayed  the  bifhops  to  have  fome  corn- 
affion  on  their  brethren,  and  not  cad  fitch  great  numbers 
nneoefarily  out  of  the  miniftry,  he  replied,  l/l  hat ,  do  you 
breaten  us  with  numbers?  For  my  part ,  I  think  the  king 
vould  do  well  to  make  you  name  them  all .  Again,  when  the 
limiters  complained,  that  after  fo  many  years  calamity  the 
>ilhops  would  not  yield  to  that  which  their  predeceflors 
iffered  before  the  war,  bilhop  Cofins  replied,  Do  you  threaten 
\s  then  with  a  new  war?  It  is  time  for  the  king  to  look  o  you . 

Bilhop  Gauden  often  took  part  with  the  prefbyterian  di- 
rines,  and  was  the  only  moderator  among  thebilhops,  except 
>ilhop  Reynolds ,  who  fpoke  much  the  firlt  day  for  abatements 
nd  moderation;  but  afterwards,  fitting  among  the  bifhops 
te  only  fpoke  now  and  then  a  qualifying  word,  though  he  was 
leartily  grieved  for  the  fruitlefs  iffue  of  the  conference. 

Of  the  difputants,  it  is  faid,  Dr.  Pearfon ,  afterwards  bilhop 
>f  Chejler ,  difputed  accurately,  foberly,  and  calmly.  The 
prefbyterian  minifters  had  a  great  regard  for  him,  and  be- 
ieved,  that  if  he  had  been  an  umpire  in  the  controverfy  his 
“onceflions  would  have  greatly  relieved  them. 

Dr.  Gunning  was  the  moft  forward  fpeaker,  and  duck  at 
lothing.  Bilhop  Burnet  fays,*  that  all  the  arts  of  fophiftry 
vere  ufed  by  him  in  as  confident  a  manner  as  if  they  had 
ueen  found  reafoning;  that  lie  was  unweariedly  active  to 
.rery  little  purpofe,  and  being  very  fond  of  the  popilh  rituals 
md  ceremonies,  he  was  much  fet  upon  reconciling  the  church 
)f  England  to  Rome. 

On  the  fide  of  theprefbyterians,  Dr,  Bates  and  Manton  be- 
laved  with  great  modefty;  the  mod  adive  difputant  was  Mr. 
Baxter ,  who  had  a  very  metaphyfical  head  and  fertile  inven- 
:ion,  and  was  one  of  the  mod  ready  men  of  his  time  for  an 
irgument,  but  too  eager  and  tenacious  of  his  own  opinions* 
>fext  to  him  was  Mr.  Calamy ,  who  had  a  great  intered 
imong  the  prefbyterian  minifters  in  city  and  country,  and 
:or  his  age  and  gravity  was  refpccled  as  their  father. 

f  Baxter’s  Life,  part.  ii.  p.  363.  *  Page  263,  4.  Among 
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Among  the  auditors  Mr.  Baxter  obferves*  there  was  with 
the  bifltops  a  croud  of  young  divines  who  behaved  indecent¬ 
ly  ;  out  mentions  only  two  or  three  fcholars  and  laymen, 
who,  as  auditors,  came  in  with  the  prefbvterians,  as  Mr* 
Miles ,  Mr.  Tillotfon ,  &c. 

This  Mr.  Tillotfon  was  afterwards  the  moil  reverend*  and 
learned  archbiihop  of  Canterbury,  one  of  the  moil  celebrated 
divines  and  preachers  of  the  age.  We  ihall  have  frequent 
occaiion  to  mention  him  hereafter,  and  therefore,  I  ihall 
ghre  a  ihort  account  of  him  in  this  place.  He  was  born  in 
Yorkihire  1630,  and  received  his  firil  education  among  the 
puritans ;  and  though  he  had  freer  notions,  he  ilill  iluck 
to  the  itrictnefs  of  life  to  which  he  was  bred,  and  retained  a 
juft  value  and  a  due  tendernefs  for  men  of  that  perfuafion. 
He  was  admitted  ftudent  of  Clare-hall  in  Cambridge,  under 
the  tuition  of  Mr.  David  Clarkfon ,  in  the  year  1647.  He 
was  bachelor  of  arts  1 650,  and  within  the  compafs  of  a 
year  was  elefted  fellow.  He  had  then  a  fweetneis  of  temper 
which  he  retained  as  long  as  he  lived;  and  in  thofe  early 
l  s  was  rJpeft  ed  as  a  jabrfon  of  very  great  parts  and  pru* 
dence.f  In  the  year  1661,  he  continued  a  non-conformift, 
and  has  a  fermon  in  the  morning  exercifes  on  Matt.  vii.  12. 
He  appeared  with  the  preibyterians  at  the  Savoy  difputation ; 
and  though  he  conformed  upon  the  aft  of  uniformity  in  1662, 
he  was  always  inclined  to  the  puritans,  never  fond  of  the 
ceremonies  of  the  church,  but  would  difpenfe  fometimes 
with  thofe  who  could  not  cbnfcientioyifly  fubmit  to  them.  He 
owned  the  diffenters  had  fome  plaufible  objections  againft  the 
common-prayer;  and  in  the  opinion  of  fome  perfuaded  men 
rather  to  bear  with  the  church,  than  be  zealous  for  it.  In 
the  year  1663,  ^le  was  preferred  to  the  reftory  of  Kedding- 
ton  in  Suffolk,  vacant  by  the  non-fubfcription  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Fairclouyh .  Next  year  he  was  chofen  preacher  to  Lincoln’s 
Inn,  and  iefturer  of  St.  Lawrence’s  church  in  London,  where 
his  excellent  fermons,  delivered  in  a  moll  graceful  manner, 
drew  the  attention  of  great  numbers  of  the  quality,  and  of 
moft  of  the  divines  and  gentlemen  in  the  city.  In  1669,  he 
was  made  canon  of  Chrift-church  in  Canterbury;  and 
m  1672,  dean  of  that  church,  and  refidentiary.^  but  rofeno 
*  Baxter’s  Life,  p,  337.  f  A  then.  O.von.  p,  96S. 
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gher  till  the  revolution  of  king  William  and  queen  Mary , 
hen  he  was  fir  ft  made  clerk  of  the  clofet,  and  then  advanced 
once  to  the  archbiftioprick  of  Canterbury,  in  the  room  of 
>r.  Bancroft  a  non-juror.  He  was  a  divine  of  moderate 
finciples  to  the  laft,  and  always  difpofed  to  promote  a  tolc- 
aion,  and  if  poflible  a  comprehenfion  of  the  diflenters 
ithin  the  church.  Upon  the  whole,  he  was  a  fecond 
ranmer ,  and  one  of  the  moft  valuable  prelates  that  this,  or, 
may  be,  any  other  church  ever  produced. 

Various  cenfures  were  pafifed  within  doors  upon  the  Savoy 
inference;  the  independants  were  difgufted,  becaufe  none 
:  them  were  confulted,  though  it  does  not  appear  to  me  what 
rncern  they  could  have  in  it,  their  views  being  only  to  a 
deration,  not  a  comprehenfion.  Some  blamed  their  brethren 
>r  yielding  too  much,  and  others  thought  they  might  have 
[elded  more;  but  when  they  faw  the  fruitlefs  end  of  the 
eaty,  and  the  papers  that  were  publifhed,  moft  of  them 
ere  Satisfied. — -Bifliop  Burnet  fays,|  the  conference  did  Tel¬ 
ler  hurt  than  good,  it  heightened  the  fharpnefs  which  was 
ready  on  people’s  minds  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  needed 
o  addition  to  raife  it  higher. — Mr.  Robinfon  fays,*  “  It  was 
notorious  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  epifcopal  party  was  not 
to  confult  the  intereft  of  religion,  but  to  cover  a  political 
defign,  which  was  too  bad  to  appear  at  firft;  nor  did  they 
mean  to  heal  the  church’s  wounds,  fo  much  as  to  revenge 
their  own.  When  they  knew  what  the  prelbytcrians 
fcrupled,  they  faid,  now  they  knew  their  minds  they  would 
have  matters  fo  fixed  that  not  one  of  that  fort  ftiould  be 
able  to  keep  his  living.  They  did  not  defire,  but  rather 
fear  their  compliance.”  Nay,  fo  unacceptable  was  the 
nblifhing  the  papers  relating  to  the  conference,  that  bifliop 
aunclerfon  and  feme  of  his  brethren  cautioned  their  clergy 
gainft  reading  them.  From  this  time  the  prelbyterians 
re re  out  of  the.  queftion,  and  the  fettlement  of  the  church 
ererred  entirely  to  the  convocation  and  parliament. 

It  had  been  debated  in  council,  whether  there  ftiould  be  a 
on  vocation  while  the  conference  at  the  Savoy  was  depending; 
»ut  at  the  interceftion  of  Dr.  Hcylin  and  others,  the  court 
/as  prevailed  with  to  confent  that  there  ftiould ;  and  fuch 
f  ‘Page  265.  I*  Anfwer  to  Bennett,  of  Liturgies,  p.  -582. 
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care  was  taken  in  the  choice  of  members  (as  bifliop  Burnet 
obferves)  that  every  thing  went  among  them  as  was  directed 
by  bifliop  Sheldon  and  Morley.  If  a  convocation  had  been 
liolden  with  the  convention  parliament  the  majority  would 
have  been  againfl:  the  hierarchy;  but  it  is  not  to  'be  won¬ 
dered  they  were  otherwife  now,  when  fome  hundreds  of  the 
prelbyterian  clergy,  who  were  in  poffeilion  of  fequeflered 
livings,  had  been  difpofleffed;  and  the  neceffity  of  ordina- 
tion  by  a  bifliop  being  urged  upon  thofe  who  had  been  or¬ 
dained  by  prefbyters  only,  great  numbers  were  denied  their 
votes  in  elections.  Neverthelefs  the  prelbyterian  intereit 
carried  it  in  London  for  Mr.  Baxter  and  Calamy  by  three 
voices ;  but  the  bifliop  of  London,  having  a  power  of  choo- 
fmg  two  out  of  lour,  or  four  out  of  fix  within  a  certain  cir¬ 
cuit,  left  them  both  out;  by  which  means  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  had  no  clerks  in  the  convocation.  The  author  of  the 
Conformijls  Plea*  fays,  “  That  to  frame  a  convocation  to 
“  their  mind  great  care  and  pains  were  ufed  to  keep  out, 

“  and  to  get  men  in,  by  very  undue  proceedings;  and  that 
“  proteftations  were  made  againfl;  all  incumbents  not  or- 
“  dained  by  bifliops.”  v  ;  I 

The  Savoy  conference  having  ended  without  fuccefs,  the 
king  fent  a  letter  to  the  convocation ,  Nov.  20,  commanding 
them  to  review  the  book  of  common-prayer ,  and  make  fnch  ad¬ 
ditions  and  amendments f  as  they  thought  neceffary.  Letters 
to  the  fame  purpofe  were  fent  to  the  archbifhop  of  Tork>  to 


*  Page  35. 

t  It  was  required,  <f  that  all  propofed  alterations  Ihouid  be  exhibited 
“  and  prefented  for  his  majefty’s  farther  allowance  and  confirmation this 
was  accordingly  done.  He  was  finally  to  pronounce  on  the  propriety  and 
truth  of  the  propofed  alterations.  All  the  debates,  invedigations,  and  de- 
cilions  of  the  clergy  and  bifhops,  had  no  effictcy  without  the  fan&ion  of  the 
king.  They  might  be  midaken:  but  he"  could  not.  There  is  an  abfurdity 
in  aferibing  infallibility  to  any  human  being,  necefTarily  liable  to  imper¬ 
fect  views,  to  prejudices  and  to  error.  “  But,  if  poffible,  the  abfurdity  is 
“  greater  in  attributing  it  to  the  feeptered,  rather  than  to  the  mitred  fove- 
“  reign.  The  former  is  not  educated  to  a  religious  profedion;  and  his 
time,  from  the  moment  he  fills  the  throne,  that  is,  from  the  moment  he 
<(  becomes  infallible,  mud  be  conllantly  employed  in  civil  concerns:  but 
t(  yet,  as  head  of  the  church,  to  him  all  truth  is  known ;  to  him  all  appeals 
“  from  the  ecclefiadical  courts  mud  be  made.” 

A  Treatife  onHerefy,  p.  73,  74.  Ed. 

be 
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be  communicated  to  the  clergy  of  his  province,  who  for  the 
greater  expedition  fent  proxies  with  procuratorial  letters  to 
thofe  of  Canterbury,  and  obliged  themfelves  to  abide  by  their 
votes  under  forfeiture  of  their  goods  and  chattels. 

“  It  is  inconceivable,  fays  Dr.  Nichols ,  what  difficulties 
“  the  bifhops  had  to  contend  with,  about  making  thefe  aU 
“  ter  at  ions ;  they  were  not  only  to  conquer  their  own  former 
“  refentments,  and  the  unreafonable  demands  of  prefbyte- 

rians,  but  they  had  the  court  to  deal  with,  who  pufhed 
<c  them  on  to  all  afts  of  feverity.”*  Whereas  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  tide  was  strong  on  their  fide,  the  bifhops  puflied  on 
the  court,  who  were  willing  to  give  them  the  reins,  that 
when  the  breach  was  made  as  wide  as  poffible  a  door  might 
be  opened  for  the  toleration  of  papifts.  The  review  of  the 
common-prayer  book  engaged  the  convocation  a  whole 
month;  and  on  the  20th  of  December  it  was  figned,  and 
approved  by  all  the  members  of  both  houfes.  * 

The  alterations  were  thefe, -f- 

1.  The  rubrick  for  Jinging  of  leffons*\  &c.  Was  omitted, 
the  diftinft  reading  of  them  being  thought  more  proper. 

2.  Several  colle&s  for  Sundays  and  holy  days  complained 
of,  were  omitted,  and  others  fubfiituted  in  their  room. 

3.  Communicants  at  the  Lord’s  fupper  were  enjoined  to 
fignify  their  names  to  the  curate  fome  time  the  day  before. 

4.  The  preface  to  the  ten  commandments  was  reftored.§ 

5.  The  exhortations  to  the  holy  communion  were  a- 
mended. 

6.  The  general  confeffion  in  the  communion  office  was 
appointed  to  be  read  by  one  of  the  minifters. 

7.  In  the  office  for  Chri/hnas  day  the  words  this  day  were 
changed  for  as  at  this  time . 

*  Kennet’s  Chronicle,  p.  574.  f  Ibid.  585. 

tm  The  rubrick  in  king  James’s  review  directed  alfo  the  two  leflonsto  be 
diftinflly  read,  but  jt  added;  To  the  end  the  people  may  better  hear,  in 
“  fuch  places  where  they  do  ling,  there  fhall  the  lelTons  be  fung  in  a  plain 
“  tune,  after  the  manner  of  difiinft  reading,  and  liketvife  the  epiftle  and 

gorpe^’  Grey’s  Examination,  p.  308.  Ed. 

\  "•A<Yn<kC<*  S  bilho?  Kennei”  remarks  Dr.  Grey ;  but  they  are 
both  miftaken.  ^  The  commandments  were  not  in  king  Edward’s  fir ll  li- 
turgy,  but  inking  Edward's  1552,  and  in  the  reviews  of  queen  Elizabeth 
and  king  James*  Grey’s  Examination,  p.  309,  Er>. 
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S.  In  the  prayer  of  confecration 
break  the  bread. 


Chap.  vr. 
the  priejl  is  direfted  to 


9*  The  rubrick  for  explaining  the  reafon  of  kneeling  at 
the  facrament  was  redored. 

10.  Private  baptifm  is  not  to  be  adminiftered  but  by  a 
lawful  minifter. 

11.  The  anfwer  to  the  quedion  in  the  catechifm.  Why 
then  are  children  baptized ?  is  thus  amended,  becaufe  they 
promt] e  them  both  by  their  fur eties ;  which  promife,  when  they 
come  to  agCj  themf elves  are  bound  to  perform. 

12.  In  the  lail  rubrick  before  the  catechifm  thefe  words 


are  expunged,  And  that  no  man  Jhall  think  that  any  detriment 
foal!  come  to  children  by  deferring  of  their  confirmation ,  &c. 

13.  It  is  appointed  that  the  curate  of' every  pariih  {hall 
either  bring  or  fend  in  writing,  with  his  hand  fubferibed 
thereunto,  the  names  of  all  fuch  perfons  within  his  pariih, 
as  he  Ihall  think  fit  to  be  prefented  to  the  bilhop  to  be 
confirmed.  <  f 


14.  The  rubrick  after  confirmation  was  thus  foftened; 
None  Jhall  be  admitted  to  the  communion  till  fuch  time  as  he  be 
confirmed ,  or  be  ready  and  def irons  to  be  confirmed . 

15.  In  the  form  of  matrimony,  indead  of,  till  death  us 
depart ,  it  is,  till  death  us  do  part. 

16.  In  the  rubricks  after  the  form  of  matrimony,  it  is 
thus  altered.  After  which ,  if  there  be  no  fermon  declaring 
the  duties  of  man  and  wife ,  the  minifter  jhall  read  as  follow - 
etb:—m And  inllead  of  the  fecond  rubrick,  it  is  advifed  to  be 
convenient ,  that  the  new  married  perfons  Ihould  receive  the 
communion  at  the  time  of  marriage,  or  at  the  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity  afterwards. 

17.  In  the  order  for  viiitation  of  the  fick  it  is  thus 
amended :  Here  the  fick  perfon  jhall  be  moved  to  snake  fe¬ 
cial  confejfwn  of  his  fins ,  if  he  feel  his  confcience  troubled  with 
any  weighty  matter;  after  which  the  priejl  Jhall  abfolve  him, 
if  he  humbly  and  heartily  defire  it ,  after  this  fort.—** 

1 8.  In  the  communion  for  the  fick  the  minifter  is  not  en¬ 
joined  to  adminider  the  facrament  to  every  fick  perfon  that 
fhali  defire  it,  but  only  as  he  Ihall  judge  expedient. 

19.  In  the  order  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  it  is  thus  al¬ 
tered;  the  prieds  and  clerks  meeting  the  corpfe  at  the  entrance 

,  .  £  '  ''  >  Ot 


( 


CHAP.  VI.  OF  THE  PURITANS.  353 

of  the  church-yard,  and  going  before  it  either  into  the  church, 
or  towards  the  grave,  fliall  fay  or  fing, — In  the  office  itfelf, 
thefe  words.  In  Jure  and  certain  hope  of  refurreBion  to  eternal 
life,  are  thus  altered,  in  fure  and  certain  hope  of  the  refurrec- 
tion  to  eternal  life;  and  to  leffen  the  objettion  of  God’s  taking 
to  bimfelf  the  foul  of  this  our  dear  brother  departed,  &c.  the 
following  rubrick  is  added;  Here  is  to  be  noted ,  that  the  office 
en/uing  is  not  to  be  ufed  for  any  that  die  unbaptized  or  excom¬ 
municate ,  or  who  have  laid  violent  hands  upon  themf elves* 

20.  In  the  churching  of  women  the  new  rubrick  directs,  that 
the  woman  at  the  ufual  time  after  her  delivery,  fliall  come 
into  the  church  decently  appareled,  and  there  (hall  kneel 
down  in  fome  convenient  place,  as  has  been  accuftomed ,  or  as 
the  ordinary  fhall  dirett,  and  the  cxvith  or  cxxviith  pfalm  fhall 
be  read.  * 

Dr.  T enifon ,  afterwards  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  fays. 
They  made  about  fix  hundred  fmall  alterations  or  additions, 
but  then  adds,  If  there  was  reafon  for  thefe  changes,  there 
was  equal,  if  not  greater  reafon  for  fome  further  improve- 
“  ments.  If  they  had  forefeen  what  is  fince  come  to  pafs,  I 
charitably  believe  they  would  not  have  done  all  they  did, 
and  juft  fo  much  and  no  more;  and  yet  I  alfo  believe,  if 
they  had  offered  to  move  much  further,  A  Jlonewoidd have 
:c  been  laid  under  their  wheel ,  by  a  fecret  but  powerful  hand ; 
:c  for  the  myftery  of  popery  did  even  then  work.”*  Bifhop 
Burnet  confeffes,  that  no  alterations  were  made  in  favour  of 
die  prefbyterians,  for  it  was  refolved  to  gratify  them  in 
nothin  0;. 

But  befides  the  alterations  and  amendments  already  men- 
:ioned,  there  were  feveral  additional  forms  of  prayer, §  as 
ror  the  30th  of  January  and  the  29th  of  May,  forms  of 
grayer  to  be  ufed  at  fea ;  and  a  new  office  for  the  adminiftra- 
:ion  of  baptifm  to  grown  perfons.J;  Some  corre&ions  were 

*  Compl.  Hift.  p.  252.  in  Marg. 

§  Befides  the  new  forms  fpecified  by  Mr.  Neal,  there  were  alfo  added. 
Dr.  Grey  fays,  the  prayer  for  the  high  court  of  parliament,  the  prayer  for  all 
:onditions  of  men,  and  the  general  thankfgiving.  Examination,  p.  3 10.  Ed. 

I  This  fervice  was  added,  becaufe  on  account  of  the  fpread  of  baptiftical 
bntiments,  there  were  now  many  grown  up  too  old  to  be  baptifed  as  infants, 
vhofe  duty  it  was  to  make  a  profelfion  of  theijr  own  faith.  Wall's  Hift.  of 
infant  baptifm.  vol.  ii.  p.  2 1 5,  Ed. 

vol»  iv.  a  a  made 
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made  in  the  kalendar.  Some  new  holidays  ^Vere  added,  as 
the  convcrfion  of  St.  Paul ,  and  St.  Barnabas*  More  new 
leffons  were  taken  out  of  the  Apocrypha,  as  the  Jlory  of  Bel 
and  the  Dragon,  &c.  But  it  was  agreed,  that  no  apocryphal 
leffons  fhould  be  read  on  Sundays.  Thefe  were  all  the  com 
ceffions  the  convocation  would  admit§ ;  and  this  was  all  the 
fruit  of  the  conference  at  the  Savoy,  by  which,  according  to 
Mr.  Baxter  and  bifliop  Burnet ,  the  common-prayer  book 
was  rendered  more  exceptionable,  and  the  terms  of  confor¬ 
mity  much  harder  than  before  the  civil  war. 

The  common-prayer  book  thus  altered  and  amended  was 
lent  up  to  the  king  and  council,  and  from  thence  tranfmitted 
to  the  houfe  of  peers,  Feb.  24,  with  this  meffage.  That  his 
majefty  had  duly  confidered  of  the  alterations,  and  does  with 
the  advice  of  his  council  fully  approve  and  allow  the  fame; 
and  doth  recommend  it  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  that  44  the  faid 
44  books  of  common-prayer,  and  of  the  forms  of  ordination, 
44  and  confecration  ofbifhops,  priefts  and  deacons^  withthofe 
44  additions  and  alterations  that  have  been  made,  arid  pre- 
44  fented  to  his  majefty  by  the  convocation,  be  the  book  which 
44  in  and  by  the  intended  aft  of  uniformity  fhall  be  appointed 
44  to  be  ufed  by  all  that  officiate  in  all  cathedral  and  collegi- 
44  ate  churches  and  chapels,  &c.  and  in  all  parifti  churches 
44  of  England  and  Wales,  under  fuch  fanftions  or  penalties  as 
44  the  parliament  {hall  think  fit £. ”  When  the  lords  had  gone 
through  the  book,  the  lord  chancellor  Hyde,  by  order  of  the 
houfe,  gave  the  bifliops  thanks,  March  15,  for  their  care  in 
this  bufmefs|[;  and  defired  their  lordfhips  to  give  the  like 
thanks  to  the  lower  hoi&e  of  convocation,  and  acquaint  them, 

*  Thefe  two  holidays,  though  then  firft  appointed  by  a£l  of  parliament, 
were  not  now  added  to  the  kalendar  ;  for  they  Hand  in  the  liturgy  of  Ed - 
nvard  VI.  by  Whitchurch)  1549;  in  his  Review,  1552;  in  Elizabeth's 
review,  410.  1601  ;  in  K.  James's  review  1609  ;  and  in  the  Scotch  liturgy, 
at  Edinburgh,  folio,  1637.  Grey’s  Examination,  p.  3  1 1,  It  may  be  added, 
they  are,  with  fuitable  collects,  in  the  liturgy  printed  by  Bonham  Norton 
and  John  Bill ,  1629,  penes  me .  Ed. 

§  There  is  one  alteration  not  mentioned  by  Mr.  Neal .  In  the  fecond  fcol- 
left,  in  the  <vifitaiion  of  the  feck ,  thefe  words  are  omitted;  “  Vifite  him,  O 
“  Lord,  as  thou  didft  Peter's  wive’s  mother, and  the  captain’s  fervant:”  which 
were  in  K.  Edward' s,  Elizabeth's  and  K.  James's  review.  Id.  p.  3 1 1.  Ed. 

x  Kennet’s  Chron,  p.  633.  ||  Id.p.  642,  3. 


that 


I 


CHAP.  VI.  OF  THE  PURITANS.  355 

that  their  amendments  were  well  received  and  approved, 
though  fome  of  them  met  with  a  confiderable  oppofition. 
From  the  lords  they  were  fent  down  to  the  commons,  and 
inferted  in  the  aft  of  uniformity,  as  will  be  feen  under  the 
next  year. 

But  before  this  famous  aft  had  pafted  either  houfe  the 
prefbyterians  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft  did  refs.  I it  die  month 
of  March,  1661-62,*  the  grand  jury  at  Exeter  found  above 
forty  bills  of  indiftment  againft  fome  eminent  non-conformift 
minifters  for  not  reading  the  common  prayer  according  to  law. 
They  likewife  prefented  the  travelling  about  of  divers  itine¬ 
rant  preachers,  ejeftedout  offequeftered  livings,  as  dangerous 
to  the  peace  of  the  nation.  They  complained  of  their  teaching 
fedition  and  rebellion  in  private  houfes,  and  other  congrega¬ 
tions,  tending  to  foment  a  new  war.  They  alfo  prefented 
fuch  as  neglefted  their  own  parifh  churches,  and  run  abroad 
to  hear  faftious  minifters;  and  fuch  as  walked  in  the  church¬ 
yards,  or  other  places,  while  divine  fervi.ce  was  reading;  all 
which  were  the  certain  forerunners  of  a  general  perfecution. 

In  Scotland  the  court  carried  their  meafures  with  a  high 
hand;  for  having  got  a  parliament  to  their  mind,§  the  earl  of 
Middleton,  a  moft  notorious  debauchee,  opened  it,  with  pre- 
fenting  a  letter  of  his  majefty  to  the  houfe;  after  which  they 
pafted  an  aft,  declaring  all  Leagues  not  made  with  the  king3s 
authority  illegal.  This  ftruck  at  the  root  of  the  covenant  made 
with  England  in  1643.J  They  pafted  another  aft  refcinding 
all  acts  made  fince  the  late  troubles,  and  another  impowering 
the  king  to  fettle  the  government  of  the  church  as  he  jhould 
bleafe.  It  was  a  mad,  roaring  time,  (fays  the  bifhop)  and  no 
wonder  it  was  fo,  when  the  men  of  affairs  were  almoft  per¬ 
petually  drunk.  The  king  hereupon  direfted  that  the  church 
Should  be  governed  by  fynods,  prefbyters,  and  kirk  feftions, 
till  he  fhould  appoint  another  government,  which  he  did  by 
1  letter  to  his  council  of  Scotland,  bearing  date  Aug.  1 4, 1 66 1 , 
in  which  he  recites  the  inconveniencies  Which  had  attended 
he  prelbyterian  government  for  the  laft  twenty-three  years, 
tnd  its  inconfiftency  with  monarchy. — «  Therefore  (fays  he) 

*  K-cnnet’s  Chron.  p.  647.  §  Burnet,  yol.  i,  p.  16 1,  &c. 

t  Burnet,  p.  166. 
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from  our  reipeft  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  good  and  inte- 
“  reft  of  the  proteftant  religion,  and  the  better  harmony  with 
“  the  government  of  the  church  of  England,  We  declare  cur 
“firm  refolution  to  inter pofe  our  royal  authority  for  restoring  the 
church  of  Scotland right  government  by  bi/hops,  as  it 
was  before  the  late  troubles And  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
that  you  take  effe&ual  care  to  reftore  the  rents  belonging 
to  the  feVeral  billiopricks;  that  you  prohibit  the  affem- 
bling  of  minifters  in  their  fynodical  meetings  till  our  further 
pleafure;  and  that  you  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  thofe,  who 
by  difcourfe  or  preaching  endeavour  to  alienate  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  our  people  from  us  or  our  government.—”  Pur- 
luant  to  thefe  directions  the  lords  of  the  council  ordered  the 
heralds  to  make  publick  proclamation  at  the  market  crofs  in 
Edinburgh,  Sept.  6,  of  this  his  majefty’s  royal  will  and  pie;  < 
fure.  In  the  month  of  December  a  commiffion  was  iffued  out 
to  the  bifliops  of  London  and  Worcefier*  to  ordain  and  con- 
lecrate  according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of 
England,  Mr.  fames  Sharp ,  archbifliop  of  St.  Andrews ,  Mr. 
Andrew  Fairfoul ,  archbifliop  of  Glafgowr,  Mr.  Robert  Leigh¬ 
ton,  bifliop  of  Dunblain,  and  Mr.  James  Hamilton ,  bifliop  of 
Galloway.  A  very  bad  choice,  fays  bifliop  Burnet .  Sharp 
was  one  of  the  falfeft  and  vileft  diffemblers  in  the  world. 
Fairfoul  was  next  akin  to  a  natural.  Leighton  was  an  ex¬ 
cellent  prelate;  but  Hamilton's  life  was  fcar'cefree  from  fcan- 
dal.f  He  had  fworn  to  the  covenant,  and  when  one  objefted 
to  him,  that  it  went  againft  his  confcience,  he  faid,  Such  medi¬ 
cines  as  could  not  be  chewed  mufit  be  fwallowed  whole .§  The 
Englifli  bifhops  infilled  upon  their  renouncing  their  prefby- 
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•  Barnet,  p.  133,  134.  f  Ibid.  191,  192. 

*  it  is,  as  Dr  .Grey  remarks,  that  Mr.  Ar^/has  here  ftrangely  confounded 
two  characters;  afcribing  to  bifhop  Hatnilton  what  bifhop  Burnet  has  ap¬ 
plied  to  bifhop  Fairfoul .  It  is  fingular  that  Dr.  Grey  has,  in  the  next  pa¬ 
ragraph,  committed  a  fimilar  miftake;  for  quoting  Mr.iVW’s  account  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  James  Guthrie ,  who,  on  the  authority  of  Burnet ,  he  fays, 
“  fpoke  an  hour  before  his  execution,  with  great  compofednefs,”  he  admits 
the  correCtnefs  of  this  paffage :  but  adds,  that  Burnet ,  but  two  pages  before, 
faid,  that  Mr.  Guthrie  fpoke  for  half  an  hour  with  great  appearance  of  fe- 
renity;  and  obferves,  “  fo  confident  was  this  great  man  with  himfelf  in  the 
compafs  of  two  pages.”  Nowr  the  inconfiflency  is  in  Dr.  Grey ,  and  not 
bifliop  Burnet9  who  fpeaks  in  the  firfl  place  not  of  Mr.  Guthrie ,  but  of  the 
Marquis  of  Jr  gyle,  vol.  i.  p.  179,  Ed. 
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terian  orders,  which  they  confented  to,  and  were,  in  one  and 
the  fame  day,  ordained,  firft  deacons,  then  priefts,  and  laft  of 
all  bUhops,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England. 

Bifliop  Burnet  fays,  that  though  the  king  had  a  natural 
hatred  to  prelbytery,  he  went  very  coldly  into  this  cjefign; 
nay,  that  he  had  a  vifible  reluftancy  againft  it,  becaufe  of  the  4 
temper  of  the  Scots  nation,  and  his  unwillingnefs  to  involve 
his  government  in  new  troubles;  but  the  earl  of  Clarendon * 
pufhed  it  forward  with  great  zeal;  and  the  duke  of  Ormond 
faid,  that  epifcopacy  could  not  be  eftabliflied  in  Ireland,  if 
prefbytery  continued  in  Scotland.  The  earls  of  Lauderdale 
and  Crawford  indeed-oppofed  it,  but  the  council  of  Scotland 
not  protefting,  it  was  determined ;  but  it  was  a  large  (train  of 
the  prerogative  for  a  king  by  a  royal  proclamation  to  alter  the 
government  of  a  church  eftabliflied  by  law,  without  confent 
of  parliament,  convocation  or  fynod  of  any  kind  whatfoever ; 
for  it  was  not  until  May  the  next  year  that  this  affair  was 
decided  in  parliament. 

Some  of  the  Scots  minifters  preached  boldly  againft  this 
change  of  government;  and  among  others,  Mr.  'James  Gu¬ 
thrie ,  minifter  of  Stirlin,  for  which,  and  fome  other  things,  he 
was  convicted  of  fedition  and  treafon.  Bifliop  Burnet ,§  who 
faw  him  fuffer,  fays  that  he  expreffed  a  contempt  of  death; 
that  he  fpoke  an  hour  upon  the  ladder  with  the  compofure 
of  a  man  that  was  delivering  a  fermon  rather  than  his  laft 
words;  that  he  juftified  all  he  had  done,  exhorting  all  people 
to  adhere  to  the  covenant,  which  he  magnified  highly.  He 
was  executed  June  14,  1661,  and  concluded  his  dying  fpeech 
with  thefe  words,- f cc  I  take  God  to.  record  upon  my  foul,  that 
cc  I  would  not  exchange  this  fcaffold  with  the  palace  or  mitre 
“  of  the  greateft  prelate  in  Britain.  Bleffed  be  God,  who 
hath  (hewed  mercy  to  fuch  a  wretch,  and  has  revealed 
ci  his  foil  in  me,  and  made  me  a  minifler  of  the  everlafling 
“  gofpel;  and  that  he  has  defigned,  in  the  midft  of  much  con- 
“  tradition  fromfatan  and  the  world,  to  feal  my  miniflry  up- 
<c  on  the  hearts  of  not  a  few  of  this  people,  and  efpecially  in 
the  congregation  and  prefbytery  of  Stirlin. ”  There  waswith 

*  Kilt.  p.  130,  130  Kennet’s  Chron.  577. 

§  Hill,  of  the  Stuarts,  p,  144.  f  Kennel’ s  Chron.  p.  459.  Burnet,  p.  184, 
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him  on  the  fame  fcafiold,  young  captain  Govern,  whofe  laft 
words  were  theie,  “  I  bear  witnefs  with  my  blood  to  the  per- 
“  fecuted  government  of  this  church,  by  fynods  and  prelby- 
“  tenes-  \  beaJ'  witnefs  t,o  the  folemn  league  and  covenant 
and  leal  it  with  my  blood.  I  hkewife  tefHfy  againfl:  all 
“  popery,  prelacy,  idolatry,  fuperftition,  and  the  fervice  book, 

which  is  no  bettei  th3.11 3.  relick  of  the  Rotiiijh  idolatry _ 

Goon  after  this  the  rights  of  patronages  were  reftored,  and  all 
the  prefbytei  ian  minifters  filenced,  though  the  court  had  not 
a  fupply  of  men  of  any  fort  to  fill  up  their  vacancies. 

T.he  account  that  bifbop  Burnet  gives  of  the  old  Scots 
prefbyterian  minifters,  who  were  pofieffed  of  the  church 
livings  before  the  Reftoration,  is  very  remarkable,  and  de- 
lerves  a  place  in  this  hiflory.  “  They  were  (fays  he)  a  brave 
“  and  folemn  people;  their  fpirits  were  eager,  and  their  tem- 
“  pers  four,  but  they  had  an  appearance  that  created  refpeft; 

they  vifited  their  parifhes  much,  and  were  fo  full  of  fcrip- 
“  ture,  and  fo  ready  at  extempore  prayer,  that  from  that  they 
u  grew  to  praclife  extempore  Term ons;  for  the  cuftom  in 
Scotland  wTas,  after  dinner  or  fupper,  to  read  a  chapter  in 
ct  the  bible,  and  when  they  happened  to  come  in,  if  it  was 
“  acceptable,  they  would  on  a  hidden  expound  the  chapter; 
66  by  this  means  the  people  had  fuch  a  vah  degree  of  know¬ 
ledge,  that  the  poor  cottagers  could  pray  extempore. 
“  Their  preachers  went  all  in  one  traft  in  their  fermons,  of 
doctrine,  reafon,  and  ufe ;  and  this  was  fo  methodical,  that 
c"  the  people  could  follow  a  fermon  quite  through  every  branch 
“  of  it.  It  can  hardly  be  imagined  to  what  a  degree  thefe 
minihers  wTere  loved  and  reverenced  by  their  people. 
They  kept  fcandalous  perfons  under  fevere  difeipline;  for 
u  breach  of  the  fabbath,  for  an  oath,  or  drtinkennefs,  they 
“  were  cited  before  the  kirk  fdlions,  and  folemnly  rebuked 
“  for  it ;  for  fornication  they  hood  on  the  ftool  of  repentance 
<c  in  the  church,  at  the  time  of  worfhip,  for  three  days,  re- 
ceivmg  admonition,  and  making  profefiions  of  repentance, 
which  forne  did  with  many  tears,  and  exhortations  to  others 
to  take  warning  by  them;  for  adultery  they  fat  in  the  fame 
“  place  fix  months  covered  with  fackcloth.  But  with  all 
this  (lays  the  bifhop)  they  had  but  a  narrow  compafs  of 
*  Burnet,  p.  152,  153.  f  _b.  p.  226,  227. 
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ti  learning,  were  very  affeffed  in  their  deportment,  and  were 
“  apt  in  their  fermons  to  make  themfelves  popular,  by  j)i  each- 
“  itm  againft  the  fins  of  princes  and  courts,  which  the  people 
«  detiohted  to  hear,  becaufe  they  had  no  (hare  in  them. 

The  bifhops  and  clergy,  who  fucceeded  the  prefbyterians, 
were  of  a  quite  different  (tamp;  mod  of  them  were  very  mean 
divines,  vicious  in  their  morals,  idle  and  negligent  of  their 
cures;  by  which  means  they  became  obnoxious  to  the  whole 
nation,  and  were  hardly  capable  of  fupporting  their  authority 
through  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  even  with  the  abidance 
of  the  civil  power.  Bilhop  Burnet  adds§,  that  they  were 
mean  and  defpicable  in  all  refpefts ;  the  word  preachers  he 
ever  heard ;  ignorant  to  a  reproach,  and  many  of  them  openly 
vicious;  that  they  were  a  difgrace  to  their  order,  and  to  the 
facred  functions,  and  were  indeed  the  dregs  and  refufe  of  the 
northern  parts.  The  few  who  were  above  contempt  or  fcan- 
dal  were  men  of  fuch  violent  tempers,  that  they  were  as  much 

hated  as  the  others  were  defpifed. 

In  Ireland  the  hierarchy  was  redored  after  the  dime  man¬ 
ner  as  in  Scotland ;  the  king  by  his  letters  patent,  in  right  of 
his  power  to  appoint  bidiops  to  the  vacant  fees,  ilfued  his 
royal  mandate  to  Dr.  Bramhall ,  archbidiop  of  Armagh,  and 
Dr.  Baylor  bdhop  of  Down  and  Connor,  by  virtue  of  which 
they  confecrated  two  archbifhops,  and  ten  bifhops,  in  one 
day. |  His  grace  infilled  on  the  re-ordination  of  thofe  who 
had  been  ordained  in  the  late  times  without  the  hands  of  a 
bilhop,  but  with  this  foftening  claufe  in  their  orders:  Nonan- 
nihilantes  priores  ordines  (ft  quos  habuit )  nee  validitatem  aut 
invaliditatem  eorundem  determinant  es,  multo  minus  omnes  ordines 
facros  ecclefiarum  forinfecarum  condemnantes ,  quos  proprio  ju- 
dicio  relinquimus :  Sed  jhlummodo  fupplentes  quicquid  prius  de- 
fuit percanones  ecclefuz  Anglicans?  requifitum —  i.  e.  “  Not  an- 
“  nihilating  his  former  orders  (if  he  had  any)  nor  determining 
“  concerning  their  validity  or  invalidity,  much  lefs  condemn- 
«  ing  all  the  facred  ordinations  of  foreign  churches  whom  we 
“  leave  to  their  own  judge,  but  only  fupplying  what  was 
“  wanting  according  to  the  canons  of  the  church  of  Lng- 
“  land. — ”  Without  fuch  an  explication  as  this,  few  of  the 

•  •  \ 

§  Page  229.  -{  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  440,  441. 
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clergy  of  Ireland  would  have  kept  their  ftations  in  the  church.* 
On  the  17th  of  May,  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
the  commons  in  parliament  affembled  in  Ireland,  declared 
their  opinion  and  high  efteem  of  epifcopal  government,  and 
of  the  book  of  common-prayer,  according  to  the  ufe  of  the 
Church  of  England;  and  thus  the  old  conflitution,  in  church 
as  well  as  Hate,  was  reftored  in  the  three  kingdoms. 

The  French  minifters,  who  had  been  tools  to  perfuade 
the  Englifh  prefbyterians  to  reftore  the  king  without  a  treaty , 
went  along  with  the  torrent,  and  complimented  the  church 
of  England  upon  her  re-eftablifhment;  they  commended  the 
liturgy,  which  they  formerly  treated  with  contemptuous 
language.  .  Some  few  of  them  pretended  to  bemoan  the 
want  of  epifcopacy  among  themfelves,  and  to  wonder  that 
any  of  the  Englifh  prefbyterians  fliould  fcruple  conformity.-}* 
The  French  church  at  the  Savoy  fubmitted  to  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  Englifh  hierarchy;  and  M.  Du  Bofc ,  mi- 
nifter  of  Caen,  writes  to  the  minifter  of  the  Savoy,  that  he 
was  as  dear  to  him  under  the  furplice  of  England,  as  under 
the  robe  of  France.||  So  complaifant  were  thefe  mercenary 
divines  towards  thofe  who  difallowed  their  orders,  difowned 
their  churches,  and  the  validity  of  all  their  adminiftrations. 

Lord  Clarendon  and  the  bifhops  having  got  over  the  Savoy 
conference,  and  carried  the  fervice-book  with  the  amend¬ 
ments  through  the  convocation,  were  now  improving  the 
prefent  temper  of  the  parliament  to  procure  it  the  fanftion 
of  the  legiflature;  for  this  purpofe  the  king,  though  a  papijl> 
is  made  to  fpeak  the  language  of  a  zealous  churchman.  In 
his  fpeech  to  the  parliament,  March  1ft,  he  has  thefe  words: 
“  Gentlemen,  I  hear  you  are  zealous  for  the  church,  and 
“  very  folicitous,  and  even  jealous,  that  there  is  not  expe- 
“  dition  enough  ufed  in  that  affair.  I  thank  you  for  it,  fince 
I  prefume  it  proceeds  from  a  good  root  of  piety  and  de- 
“  votion;  but  I  muff  tell  you,  that  I  have  the  worfl  luck  in 
“  the  world,  if  after  all  the  reproaches  of  being  a  papi/l , 
“  while  I  was  abroad,  I  am  fufpe&ed  of  being  a  prejbyterian 
ct  now  I  am  come  home.  1  know  you  will  not  take  it  un- 
iC  kindly  if  I  tell  you,  I  am  as  zealous  for  the  church  of  Eng- 
land  as  any  of  you  can  be,  and  am  enough  acquainted 
*  Kennet’s  Chron,  p.  449.  f  Ibid.  p.  462.  |j  Ibid.  p.  47 5. 
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««  with  the  enemies  of  it  on  all  fides.  I  am  as  much  in  love 
«  wjth  the  book  of  common-prayer  as  you  can  with,  and 
€c  have  prejudices  enough  againfl  thofe  who  do  not  love  n  5  . 
<£  who  I  hope,  in  time,  will  be  better  informed,  and  change 
«  their  minds.  And  you  may  be  confident,  I  do  as  much 
“  defire  to  fee  an  uniformity  fettled  as  any  among  you ;  and 
“  pray  trull  me  in  that  affair,  I  promife  you  to  haflen  the 
“  difpatch  of  it  with  all  convenient  fpecd;  you  may  rely 
«  Up0n  me  in  it.  I  have  tranfmitted  the  book  of  common- 
«  prayer  with  the  amendments,  to  the  houfe  of  lords — but 
“  when  we  have  done  all  we  can,  the  well  fettling  that  af- 
«  fair  will  require  great  prudence  and  difcretiou,  and  the 
“  abfence  of  all  paffion  and  precipitation.” § 

The  reafon  of  the  king’s  requiring  difcreiion  in  the  par¬ 
liament,  and  the  abfence  of  paffion,  was  not  in  favour  of 
the  prefbyterians,  but  the  papifts,  who  went  all  the  lengths 
of  the  prerogative,  and  publiflied  a  remonftrance  about  this 
time,  “  wherein  they  acknowledge  his  majefty  to  be  God’s 
“  vicegerent  upon  earth  in  all  temporal  affairs ;  that  they 
«  are  bound  to  obey  him  under  pain  of  fin,  and  that  they 
«  renounce  all  foreign  power  and  authority,  as  incapable  of 
«  abfolving  them  from  this  obligation.”  It  was  given  out, 
that  they  were  to  have  forty  chapels  in  and  about  the  city 
of  London,  and  much  more  was  underflood  by  them  (fays 
archbifhop  2“ mifon )  who  have  penetrated  into  the  defigns  of 
a  certain  paper,  commonly  called  the  Declaration  of  Somerfet- 
Houfe;  but  the  defign  mifcarried,  partly  by  their  divifions 
among  themfelves,  and  partly  by  the  refolutenefs  of  the  prime 
minifter,  who  charged  them  with  principles  inconfiflent  with 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom.*  Father  Orleans  fays,  “  There 
“  were  great  debates  in  this  parliament  about  liberty  of  con- 
“  fcience.— The  catholick  party  was  fupported  by  the  earl 
“  of  Briftol ,  a  man  in  great  repute ;  the  proteft ant  party  by 
“  chancellor  Hyde ,  chief  of  an  oppofite  faction,  and  a  per- 
“  fon  of  no  lefs  confideration,  who,  putting  himfelf  at  the 
“  head  of  the  prevailing'  church  of  England  party  in  that 
“  parliament,  declared  not  only  againfl  the  Roman  catho- 
“  licks,  but  againfl  the  prefbyterians,  and  all  thofe  the 


§  Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p.  628,  folio. 

#  Compl.  Hilt,  p,  252.  Rennet’s  Chron.  p.  482  and  498. 
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church  of  England  calls  non-conformifts.  The  king,  who 
“  was  no  good  chriftian  in  his  actions ,  but  a  catholick  in  his 
heart, .  c(id  all  that  cotild  be  expected  from  his  eafy  temper 
to  maintain  the  common  liberty,  that  Jo  the  catholicks  might 
have  a  Jh are  in  it;  but  the  church  of  England,  and  chan- 
“  cellor  Hyde,  were  fo  hot  upon  that  point,  that  his  majefty 
“  was  obliged  to  yield  rather  to  the  chancellor’s  importunity 
“  than  to  his  reafon.”§  However,  by  the  favour  of  the 
queen-mother,  fwarms  of  papifts  came  over  into  England, 
and  fettled  about  the  court;  they  fee  up  private  lemmaries 
for  the  education  of  youth;  and  though  they  could  not  ob¬ 
tain  an  open  toleration,  they  multiplied  exceedingly,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  dangers  which  threatened  the 
conftitution  and  proteftant  religion,  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
and  in  the  next  reign. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  the  court  and  bilhops, 
not  content  with  their  triumphs  over  the  living  prefbyterians, 
defeended  into  the  grave,  and  dug  up  the  bodies  of  thofe 
who  had  been  depofited  in  Weftminfter- Abbey  in  the  late 
times,  left  their  duft  lhould  one  time  or  other  mix  with  the 
Joyalifts;  for  befides  the  bodies  of  Cromwell,  and  others  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  his  majefty’s  warrant  to  the  dean  and  chap¬ 
ter  of  Weftminfter  was  now  obtained,  to  take  up  the  bodies 
of  fuch  perfons  who  had  been  unwarrantably  buried  in  the 
chapel  of  king  Henry  VII.  and  in  other  chapels  and  places 
within  the  collegiate  church  of  Weftminfter  fince  the  year 
1641,  and  to  inter  them  in  the  church-yard  adjacent;  by 
which  warrant  they  might  have  taken  up  all  the  bodies  that 
had  been  buried  there  for  twenty  years  paft.  Purfuant  to 
thefe  orders,  on  the  12th  and  14th  of  September  they  went 
to  work,  and  took  up  about  twenty,*  among  whom  were, 

t  The 

§  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  498. 

*  Among  the  following  names,  the  reader  will  find  fome,  who  have  not 
been  noticed  in  the  preceding  hiflory,  or  in  the  notes.  The  mother  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  was  by  no  means  deferving  of  the  malevolence  and  indig¬ 
nity  with  which  her  memory  was  treated.  For,  though  die  lavifhed  the 
greated  fondnefs  on  her  only  fon,  die  was  averfe  to  his  prote&orate,  feldom, 
troubled  him  with  her  advice,  and  with  relufiance  partook  of  the  pageantry 
of  fovereignty.  She  was  an  amiable  and  prudent  woman:  who,  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  of  a  narrow  income,  undertook  and  managed  the  brewing 
trade  on  her  own  account,  and  from  the  profits  of  it  provided  fortunes  for 

her 
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The  body  of  Eliz.  Cromwell,  mother  of  Oliver, 
daughter  of  fir  Richard  Stewart,  who  died  Nov.  18,  1654, 
and  was  buried  in  Henry  the  feventh’s  chapel. 

The  body  of  Eliz.  Claypole,  daughter  of  Oliver, 
who  died  Auguft  7,  1658,  and  was  buried  in  a  vault  made 
for  her  in  Henry  the  feventh’s  chapel. 

The  body  of  Robert  Blake,  the  famous  Englifh  admi¬ 
ral,  who  after  his  vi&orious  fight  at  Santa  Cruz,  died  in 
Plymouth  Sound,  Auguft  7,  1657,  and  was  buried  in  Henry 
the  feventh’s  chapel: — a  man,  whofe  great  fervices  to  the 
Englifh.  nation  will  be  an  everlafting  monument  of  his  renown. 

The  body  of  the  famous  Mr.  John  Pym,  a  Cornilh  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  member  of  the  long  parliament,  who  was  buried 
in  the  year  1643,  and  attended  to  his  grave  by  moll  of  the 
lords  and  commons  in  parliament. 

The  body  of  Dr.  Dorislaus,  employed  as  an  aftiftant 
in  drawing  up  the  charge  againft  the  king,  for  which  he  was 
murdered  by  the  royalifts,  when  he  was  ambalfador  to  the 
ftates  of  Holland  in  1 649. 

The  body  of  fir  William  Constable,  one  of  the  king’s 
judges,  governor  of  Glocefter,  and  colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
foot,  who  died  1655. 

her  daughters,  fufficient  to  marry  them  into  good  families.  Her  anxiety 
for  her  forfs  fafety  kept  her  in  fuch  conftant  alarm,  that  {he  was  difcon* 
tented  if  {he  did  not  fee  him  twice  a  day.  The  report  of  a  gun  was  never 

heard  by  her,  without  her  crying  out,  “  My  fon  is  fhot.” - -It  ought  to 

have  foftened  the  refentment  of  the  royalifts  againft  Mrs.  Clay pole ,  though 
the  daughter  of  Cromwell,  that  {he  had  importunately  interceded  for  the 
life  of  Dr.  Hewett ;  and  the  denial  of  her  fuit  had  fo  aftlidled  her,  that  it 
was  reported  to  have  been  one  caufe  of  her  death,  and  was  the  fubjedt  of  her 

exclamations  to  her  father  on  her  dying  bed. - * Thomas  May ,  efq;  whole 

name  appears  in  the  following  lift,  was  a  polite  and  claflical  fcholar,  the 
intimate  friend  of  the  greateft  wits  of  his  time,  and  ranked  in  the  firft  clafs 
of  them.  He  was  the  author  of  feveral  dramatick  pieces;  and  of  twro  his¬ 
torical  poems  of  the  reigns  of  Henry  II.  and  Edward  III.  But  his  prin¬ 
cipal  work  was  a  “  Tranflation  of  Lucan’s  Pharfalia,”  and  a  continuation 
of  it.—  Colonel,  or  fir  John  Meldrum ,  a  Scotfman,  difplayed  his  military 
prowefs  in  the  Weft,  deflated  the  earl  of  Newcajlle  before  Hull,  with  the 
afiiftance  of  fir  Thomas  Fairfax  took  the  ftrong  town  of  Gainlborough  and 
the  Ifte  of  Axholm,  conquered  the  forces  of  the  lords  Byron  and  Molyneux , 
near  Ormfkirk,  and  took  the  town  and  caftle  of  Scarborough.  Biogr.  Britan, 
vol.  iv.  p.  517.  Ludlow’s  Memoirs,  q-to.  p.  257.  Granger’s  Hiftory  of 
England,  vol.  iii.  p.  94,  and  vol.  ii.  p.  265.  Ed. 

*  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  536. 
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I  he  body  of  colonel  Edward  Popham,  one  of  the  ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  fleet,  who  died  1651. 

ihe  body  of  William  Stroud,  efq;  one  of  the  five 
members  of  parliament  demanded  by  king  Charles  I. 

Ihe  body  of  colonel  Humphrey  Mackworth,  one  of 

0.  Cromwell  s  colonels,  buried  in  Henry  the  feventh’s  cha¬ 
pel,  1654. 

The  body  of  Dennis  Bond,  efq;  one  of  the  council  of 
ftate,  who  died  Auguft  8,  1658. 

Ihe  body  of  Ihomas  May,  efq;  who  compiled  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  long  parliament  with  great  integrity,  and  in  a 
beautiful  flile.  He  died  in  the  year  1650. 

1  he  body  of  colonel  John  Meldrum,  a  Scotfman,  who 
died  in  the  wars. 

'Ihe  body  of  colonel  Boscawen,  a  Cornilh  man. 

lo  thele  may  be  added,  feveral  eminent  prefbyterian  di¬ 
vines;  as,  -  .  4 

1  he  body  ,of  Dr.  William  Twiffie,  prolocutor  of  the  aflem- 
bly  of.  divines,  buried  in  the  fouth  crofs  of  the  Abbey 
church,  July  24,  1645. 

The  body  of  Mr.  Stephen  Marjhal ,  buried  in  the  fouth 
aile,  November  23,  1655. 

I  he  body  of  Mr.  William  Strong,  preacher  in  the  Abbey 
church,  and  buried  there  July  4,  1654.  Thefe,  with  fome 
others  of  Idler  note,  both  men  and  women,  were  throws 
together  into  one  pit  in  St.  Margaret’s  church-yard,  near 
the  back  door  of  one  of  the  prebendaries:  but  the  work 
was  fo  indecent,  and  drew  fuch  a  general  odium  on  the  go-  • 
vernment,  that  a  flop  was  put  to  any  further  proceedings. 

Among  others  who  were  obnoxious  to  the  miniftry,  were 
the.  people  called  Quakers,  who,  having  declared  openly 
againft  the  lawfulnefs  of  making  ufe  of  carnal  weapons,  even 
in  felf-defence,  had  the  courage  to  petition  the  houfe  of  lords 
for  a  toleration  of  their  religion,  and  for  a  difpenfation  from 
taking  the  oaths,  which  they  held  unlawful,  not  from  any 
difaffecfion  to  the  government,  or  a  belief  that  they  were  lefs 
obliged  by  an  affirmation ,  but  from  a  perfuafion  that  all 
oaths  were  unlawful;  and  that  f wearing ,  upon  the  moft,fo- 
lemn  occafions,  was  forbidden  in  the  new  teftament.  The 
lords  in  a  committee  r ejected  their  petition,  and,  inftead  of 
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granting  them  relief,  palled  the  following  aft*  May  2,  the 
preamble  to  which  fets  forth,  “  That  whereas  fundry  per- 
cc  fons  have  taken  up  an  opinion,  that  an  oath,  even  before 
“  a  magiftrate,  is  unlawful,  and  contrary  to  the  word  of 
“  God.°  And  whereas,  under  pretence  of  religious  worlhip, 
“  the  faid  perfons  do  alienable  in  great  numbers  in  feveral 
“  parts  of  the  kingdom,  feparating  themfelves  from  the  reft 
cc  of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts,  and  from  the  publick  congrega- 
“  tions  and  ufual  places  of  divine  worllaip ;  be  it  therefore 
“  enafted,  that  if  any  fuch  perfons  after  the  24th  of  March, 
“  1661-2,  lliall  refufe  to  take  an  oath  when  lawfully  ten- 
“  dered,  or  perfuade  others  to  do  it,  or  maintain,  in  writing 
cc  or  otherwife,  the  unlawfulnefs  of  taking  an  oath ;  or  if 
<c  they  flaall  affemble  for  religious  worfliip  to  the  number 
of  five  or  more,  of  the  age  of  fifteen,  they  lliall  for  the 
cc  firft  offence  forfeit  five  pounds;  for  the  fecond  ten  pounds; 
cc  and  for  the  third  lliall  abjurethe  realm,  or  be  tranfported 
cc  to  the  plantations:  And  the  juftices  of  peace  at  their  open 
“  fefiions  may  hear  and  finally  determine  in  the  affair*” 
The  aft  was  palfed  by  commiffion,  and  had  a  dreadful  in¬ 
fluence  upon  that  people,  though  it  was  notorious  they 
were  far  from  fedition  or  difaffeftion  to  the  government. 
G.  Fox,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  king,  acquaints  his  majefty,  that 
three  thoufand  and  fixty-eight  of  their  friends  had  been  im- 
prifoned  fince  his  majefty’s  reftoration ;  that  their  meetings 

*  Some  of  the  fociety,  getting  early  intelligence  of  this  bill,  interfered 
to  flop  its  progrefs.  Edward  Burroughs  Richard  Hubberthom ,  and  George 
Whitehead ,  attended  the  parliament  to  folicit  againft  palling  it  into  an  act : 
and  were  admitted,  but  without  fuccefs,  to  offer  their  reafons  again!!  it,  at, 
the  bar  of  the  houfe.  t(  But  political  confiderations,  party  animofity,  and 
“  bigotted  and  exafperated  zeal  for  the  church,  (fo  called)  were  the  mo  vino- 
caufes  of  a&ion  with  the  majority.  Appeals  to  their  reafon  and  humanitv 
“  were  vain.”  It  aggravated  the  in;uftice  and  feverity  of  this  aft,  that  it 
was  framed,  notwithftanding  a  paper,  containing  the  fentiments  of  the 
quakers  refpe&ing  oaths,  had  been  lately  prefented  to  the  king  and  council 
by  Edward  Burroughs  entitled  “  A  Juft  and  Righteous  Plea:”  which 
ftated  their  confcientious  fcruples,  expreffed  in  ftrong  terms  their  lovalty, 
and  declared,  *<  that  it  had  ever  been  with  them  an  eftabliftied  principle, 
“  confirmed  by  a  confonant  pra&ice,  to  enter  into  no  plots,  combinations, 
“  or  rebellions  againft  government,  nor  to  feek  deliverance  from  injuftice 
“  or  oppreffion  by  any  fuch  means.”  Gough's  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers, 
vol.  i.  p.  499,  Sc c.  Ed. 
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were  daily  broken  up  by  men  with  clubs  and  arms,  and  their 
mends  thrown  into  the  water,  and  trampled  under  foot  till 
the  blood  gullied  out,  which  gave  rife  to  their  meeting  in 
the  open  meets.  Another  narrative  was  printed,  figned  by 
twelve  witneffes,  which  fays,  that  more  than  four  thoufand 
two  hundred  quakers  were  imprifoned ;  and  of  them  five 
hu tidied  were  in  and  about  London,  and  the  fuburbs;  fe- 

veral  of  whom  were  dead  in  the  gaols.*  But  thefe  were 
only  the  beginning  of  borrows. 

Religion,  which  had  been  in  vogue  in  the  late  times, 
was  now  univerfally  difcountenanced ;  the  name  of  it  was 
hardly  mentioned  but  with  contempt,  in  a  health  or  a  play. 
I  hole  V,  iiO  obferved  the  fabbath,  and  fcrupled  profane 
fwearing  and  drinking  healths,  were  expofed  under  the  op¬ 
probrious  names  of  puritans,  fanaticks,  prefbyterians,  re¬ 
publicans,  feditious  perfons,  &c.  dhe  prefbyterian  miniflers 
weie  e  v  l  i  y  wheie  fufpended  or  deprived,  for  fome  unguarded 
expreffions  in  their  fermons  or  prayers.  Lord  Clarendon 
was  the  head  of  ad  tliis  madnefs,  and  declared  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  .  that  tile  king  could  diftinguifh  between  iendernejs  of 
“  confcience  and  pride  of  confcience ;  that  he  was  a  prince 
of  fo  excellent  a  nature,  and  of  fo  tender  a  confcience  him - 
“fe/f  that  he  had  the  highefi  companion  for  all  errors  of 
that  kind,  and  would  never  fuffer  the  weak  to  undergo 
the  punrdiment  ordained  for  the  wicked.5 9  Such  was  the 
deep  penetration  of  the  chancellor;  and  fuch  the  reward  the 
prefbyterians  received  for  their  part  fervices ! 

The  profligate  manners  of  the  court,  at  the  fame  time, 
fpread  over  the  whole  land,  and  occafloned  fuch  a  ceneral 
iicentioufnefs,  that  the  king  took  notice  of  it  in  his  fbeech  at 

*  Sewel,  p.  34 6.  Kennet’s  Chiron.  p.  651. 

f  (c  Some  were  put  into  fuch  noi&me  prifons  as  were  owned  not  fit  for 
dogs.  Some  prifons  fo  crowded  that  the  prifoners  had  not  room  to  fit 
down  altogether.  In  Chefhire  fixty-eight  perfons  were  thus  locked  up  in 
<{  a.  fmall  room.  No  age  or  fex  found  any  commiferation.  Men  of  fixty, 

“  feventy,  or  more  years  of  age,  were,  without  pity  or  remorfe,  fubjeSed 
t(  to  the  rigours  of  fuch  impnfonments,  under  the  infirmities  of  a  natural 
“  decline;  many  times  they  were  forced  to  lie  on  the  cold  ground,  without 
being  permitted  the  uie  of  draw,  and  kept  many  days  without  victuals. 

€<  No  wonder  that  many  grew  lick  and  died  by  fuch  barbarous  imprifon- 
"  ments  as  thefe.”  Gough,  vol.  i.  p.  538.  Ed. 
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the  end  of  this  feffion  of  parliament.  “  I  cannot  but  obfervc 
“  (fays  his  majefty)  that  the  whole  nation  feems  to  be  a  lit- 
66  tie  corrupted  in  their  excefs  of  living;  fure  all  men  fpend 
“  much  more  in  their  clothes,  in  their  diet,  and  all  other 

expences,  than  they  have  been  ufed  to  do;  I  hope  it  has 
u  been  only  the  excefs  of  joy  after  fo  long  fuffering  that  has 
“  tranfported  us  to  thefe  other  exceffes,  but  let  us.  take  heed 
cc  that  the  continuance  of  them  does  not  indeed  corrupt  our 
“  natures.  I  do  believe  I  have  been  faulty  myfelf;  I  promife 
4C  you  I  will  reform,  and  if  you  will  join  with  me  in  your  fe- 
4C  veral  capacities,  we  (hall  by  our  examples  do  more  good 
tc  both  in  city  and  country  than  any  new  laws  would  do.” 
This  was  a  frank  acknowledgment  and  a  good  resolution,  but 
it  was  not  in  the  king’s  nature  to  retrench  his  expences,  or 
controul  his  vices  for  the  publick  good.* 

*  '•  Though 

*  In  the  preceding  year  died,  on  the  2 2d  of  December,  aged  72  years, 
Mr.  Thomas  Lujhington ,  a  fcholar  of  eminence  and  a  favourer  of  the  fenti- 
mentsof  Socinus;  whotranflated  into  E?iglijh,  and  publifhed,  Crellius's  Com¬ 
mentary  on  the  epikle  to  the  Galatians ,  and  a  Commentary  on  that  to  the 
Hebrews  from  the  Latin  of  the  fame  author,  or  fome  other  Unitarian  writer. 
He  published  among  other  works  two  fermons  on  Matth.  xxviii.  1 3,  and 
Ads.  ii.  1,  entitled,  £  TheRefurredion  refeued  from  the  Soldiers’ Calumnies  * 
He  was  reckoned  more  ingenious  than  prudent,  and  was  more  apt  to  difplay 
his  fancy  than  to  proceed  upon  folid  reafon.  Atone  time  he  perfonated  in 
his  fermon,  a  jewilh  pharnee  and  perfecutor  of  Chrik,  defcanting  on  the  whole 
life  of  our  Saviour  in  a  way  fuited  to  draw  fcorn  and  averfion  on  him  and  his 
attendants ;  he  then  changed  his  character,  and  fpeaking  as  a  difciple  of 
Chrift ,  he  anfwered  the  cavils  and  invedives  before  thrown  out  with  fuch 
dexterity,  that  his  hearers  broke  into  fuch  loud  and  repeated  applaufes  as  hin¬ 
dered  him  fora  good  fpace  from  proceeding  in  his  fermon.  He  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Sandwich,  arid  matriculated  at  Broadgate’s  Hall  in  Oxford,  when  he 
was  feventeen,  in  1606-7.  He  graduated,  as  maker  of  arts,  in  Lincoln  col¬ 
lege,  in  1618.  In  1631  bifhop  Corbet  gave  him  the  prebendal  kali  of 
Bemiker  Secunda  in  the  church  of  Saliibury;  and  afterwards  bekowed  on  him 
the  redory  of  Burnham  Wekgate,  in  Norfolk.  In  the  rebellion  he  lok  his 
fpiritualities,  but  on  the  return  of  Charles  II.  was  rekored  to  them.  He 
died  and  was  buried  at  Sittingbourne  near  Milton,  in  Kent.  Wood’s  A  then. 
Oxon.  v.  ii.  p.  71,  72.  Ed. 

In  the  year  166 1,  or  foon  after  the  rekoration,  died  alfo  Mr.  Henry  Denne , 
whom  we  have  mentioned  before,  vol.  iii,  p.  294,  note,  and  p.  523.  He 
began  hisminikry  in  the  church  of  England,  and  in  1641  drew  great  atten¬ 
tion  by  a  fermon  which  he  preached  atBaldockin  Hertford  (hire  ;  in  this  dif-  * 
courfe  he  freely  expofed  thefin  ^ per fe  cut  ion,  andinveighed  againkthe  pride 
and  co^  etoufnefs  of  the  clergy,  their  pluralities  and  noo-refidences,  and  the 
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Though  the  revenues  of  the  crown  were  augmented  above 
double  what  they  had  been  at  any  time  fince  the  reformation; 
and  though  the  king  had  a  valt  dowry  with  his  queen,  whom 
he  married  this  fpring,  yet  all  was  not  fufficient  to  defray 
the  extravagance  of  the  court;  for  befides  the  king’s  own 
expences,  the  queen  mother  maintained  a  fplendid  court  of 
Roman  catholicks  at  Somerfet-houfe,  and  might  have  done  fo 
as  long  as  foe  had  lived,  if  fhe  could  have  kept  within  mode¬ 
rate  bounds;  but  her  conduct  was  fo  imprudent  and  profufe 
that  fhe  was  obliged  to  return  to  France  after  three  or  four 
years,  where  foe  died  in  the  year  1669.  A  lady  of  fuch  bi¬ 
gotry  in  religion§,  and  intrigue  in  politicks,  that  her  alliance 
to  this  nation  was  little  lefs  than  a  judgment  from  heaven. 

T.  o  procure  more  ready  money  i or  thefe  extravagances,  it 
was  refolved  to  fell  the  town  of  Dunkirk  to  the  French,  for 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  The  lord  chancellor  Claren¬ 
don  was  the  projector  of  this  vile  bargain, £  as  appears  by  the 


letters 


corrupt  pra&ices  of  the  fpiritual  courts.  He  was  reckoned  by  one,  who  had 
a  great  hand  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  age,  f<  to  be  the  ableft  man  in  the 
“  kingdom  for  prayer,  expounding  and  preaching.”  When  the  government 
declared  their  defign  to  reform  religion,  Mr.  Demie  and  many  others  were 
led  to  extend  their  enquiries,  after  religious  truth,  to  points  which  before 
they  had  only  taken  for  granted :  and,  it  appearing  to  him,  in  his  refearches, 
that  the  pra£Uce  of  baptifing  children  was  without  any  foundation  in  fcrip- 
ture,  or  the  writings  of  the  Chriftians  for  the  two  firfb  ages,  he  publickly 
profeffed  himfelf  a  baptift ,  and  was  baptized  by  immerjion  at  London  in 
1643.  T  his  expofed  him  to  the  refentment  of  thofe  who  fat  at  the  hehn  of 
eccleffajlical  affairs:  but  notwithftanding  this  he  obtained  the  parifhof  Elfly 
in  Cambridgelbire.  Meeting  with  oppofition  and  perfection,  he  quitted 
his  living  and  went  into  the  army,  and  gained  reputation  in  the  military  line. 
In  1658,  he  held  a  public  deputation,  concerning  infant  baptifm,  with 
Dr.  Gunning ,  in  St.  Clement's  church,  Temple-bar  ;  in  which  he  is  faid  to 
have  afforded  ftrong  proofs  of  his  abilities  and  learning,  as  a  good  fcholar 
and  compleat  difputant.  Mr.  Edwards  gives  him  the  chara£ler  of  “  a  very 
“  affe&ing  preacher.”  A  clergyman  put  on  his  grave  this  epitaph : 

“  To  tell  his  wifdom,  learning,  goodnefs  unto  men, 

“  I  need  fay  no  more,  but  here  lies  Henry  Denned' 

Crofby’s  Hiilory  of  the  Englifh  Baptiks,  vol.  i.  p.  297,  &c.  Ed. 


§  It  was  the  grand  argument  with  the  DukeofTor-L  for  his  adherence  to 
the  tenets  of  popery,  that  his  mother  had,  upon  her  laft  blefling,  commanded 
him  to  be  firm  and  ftedfaft  thereto.  Rerefby’s  Memoirs,  p.  16. 

X  Dr.  Grey  is  much  difpleafed  with  Mr.  Neal  for  imputing  the  fale  of  Dun¬ 
kirk  to  lord  Clarendon:  and  remarks  on  it,  that  “  had  the  count  D'Eftrades 
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letters  of  count  D'EJlrades ,  publilhedfince  his  death,  in  one 
of  which  his  lordfliip  acknowledges,  that  the  thought  came  from 
himfelf*  Several  mercenary  pamphlets  were  difperfed  to 
juftify  this  fale;  but  the  wars  with  France  in  theieigns  of 
king  William  and  Queen  Anne  have  fufficiently  convinced  us, 
that  it  was  a  fatal  (tab  to  our  trade  and  commerce;  infomucll 
that  even  the  queen’s  laft  miniftry  durft  not  venture  to  make 
a  peace  with  France  till  the  fortifications  of  it  were  demoliftied. 

But  to  divert  the  people’s  eyes  to  other  objefts,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  go  on  with  the  profecution  of  date  criminals,  and 
with  humbling  and  crufhing  the  non-conformifts:  Three  of 
the  late  king’s  judges  being  apprehended  in  Holland,  by  the 
forward  zeal  of  Sir  G*  Downing ,  (viz.)  colonel  Okey ,  Corbet 
and  Berkjlead ,  were  brought  over  to  England  by  permiffion 
of  the  States,  and  executed  on  the  a  ft  of  attainder,  April  19. 
They  died, with  the  fame  refolution  and  courage  as  the  former 
had  done,  declaring  they  had  no  malice  againft  the  late 
king,  but  apprehended  the  authority  of  parliament  fufficient 
to  juftify  their  condudh 

Before  the  parliament  rofe  the  houfe  addreffed  the  king  to 
bring  colonel  Lambert  and  Sir  Harry  Vane ,  prifoners  in  the 
Tower,  to  their  trial;  and  accordingly,  June  4,  they  were  ar¬ 
raigned  at  the  King’s-Bench  bar;  the  former  for  levying  war 
againft  the  king;  and  the  latter  for  comparing  his  death. 
Lambert  was  convicted,  but  for  his  fubmiffive  behaviour  was 

declared  pofitively  that  the  lord  Clarendon  had  no  concern  therein,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  his  authority  would  have  been  reje&ed  or  patted  over  in  filence. 
But  lord  Clarendon  was  a  great  friend  to  monarchy  and  epifcopacy ;  and  there¬ 
fore  lord  Clarendon's  character  muft  at  all  adventures  be  run  down.  The 


reader  will  determine  concerning  the  candour  and  fairnefs  of  this  cenfure. 
The  paflages  in  which  D'EJlrades  aferibes  this  tranfattion  to  lord  Clarendon 


are  to  be  feen  in  Rapin ,  and  in  Dr.  Harris's  life  of  Charles  II.  vol.  ii,  p. 
191-98.  ^  Dr.  Grey,  on  the  other  hand  refers  to  Kennet  and  Roger  Coke ,  efq. 
as  acquitting  his  lordfhip  from  advifmg  the  fale  of  Dunkirk.  Bifhop  Burnet , 
it  may  be  added,  fays,  on  the  information  of  his  lordfhip’s  fon,  “  that  he  kept 
himfelf  out  of  that  affair  entirely.*’  To  reconcile  the  nation  to  the  fale  of 
Dunkirk,  the  king  promifed  to  lay  up  all  the  money  in  the  Tower,  and  that  it 
fhould  not  be  touched  but  upon  extraordinary  occafions.  But  in  violation  of 
his  word  and  of  decency,  it  was  immediately,  fquandered  away  among  the 
creatures  of  his  miflrefs,  Barbara  Villiers .  Burnet’s  Hiftory  of  his  own 


dines,  vol.  i.  p.  25 1.  Ed. 
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*  Rapin,  p.  63 o,  63 1. 
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pardoned  as  to  life,  but  confined  in  the  ifle  of  Guernfey,  where 
he  remained  a  patient  prifoner  till  his  death,  which  happened 
about  thirty  years  after.  Sir  Harry  Vane  had  fiich  an  intereft 
in  tae  convention  parliament,  that  both  lords  and  commons 
petitioned  for  his  life,  which  his  majefty  promifed;  and  yet 
afterwards,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  prefect  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  he  was  tried  and  executed*  Sir  Harry  made  a  brave 
defence  ;  but-  it  was  determined  to  facrifice  him  to  the  glioft 
of-  the  eari  of  Strafford ;  and  when  his  friends  would  have  had 
him  petition  for  his  life,  he  refufed,  faying.  If  the  king  had 
not  a  greater  regard  for  his  word  and  honour  than  he  had  for 
his  life^  he  might  take  it .  Neverthelefs  bifiiop  Burnet  fays,* 
46  hie  was  naturally  a  fearful  man,  and  had  a  head  as  dark  in 
44  the  notions  of  religion;  but  when  he  faw  his  death  was  de¬ 
termined,  he  compofed  himfelf  to  it  with  a  refolution  that 
furprized  all  who  knew  how  little  of  that  was  natural  to 
him.  He  was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill,  June  14,  where  a 
44  new  and  very  indecent  pra&ice  was  begun;  it  was  obferved 
44  that  the  dying  fpeeches  of  the  regicides  had  left  impreffions 
44  on  the  hearers  that  were  not  at  all  to  the  advantage  of  the 
government;  and  (trains  of  a  peculiar  nature  being  ^xpefted 
from  him,  drummers  were  placed  under  the  fcaffold,  who, 
as  feon  as  he  began  to  fpeak  of  the  public,  upon  a  fign 
given,  (truck  up  with  their  drums.  But  this  put  him  into 
no  diforder;  he  defired  they  might  be  ftopt,  for  he  knew 
what  was  meant  by  it.  Then  he  went  to  his  devotion;  and 
46  as  he  was  taking  leave  of  thofe  about  him,  he  happened 
<c  to  fay  fomething  again  with  relation  to  the  times,  when 
44  the  drums  (truck  up  a  iecond  time;  fo  he  gave  over,  faying, 
44  It  was  a  forry  caufe  that  would  not  bear  the  words  of  a  dying 
44  man  ;  and  died  with  fo  much  compofednefs,  that  it  was  ge- 
44  nerally  thought  the  government  loft  more  than  it  gained 
44  by  his  death.”  The  Oxford  hifiorian  fays,  he  appeared 
on  the  fcaffold  like  an  old  Roman ,  and  died  without  the  lead 
fymptoms  of  concern  or  trouble. 

But  the  grand  affair  that  employed'  the  parliament  this 
fpring,  was  the  famous  Act  of  uniformity  of public prayers ,  &c. 
defigned  for  the  inelofure  of  the  church,  and  the  only  door  of 
admiffion  to  all  ecclefiaftical  preferments.  The  review  of  the 

*  Burnet,  p,  237,  8. 
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common-prayer  had  been  in  convocation  three  or  four 
months,* * * §  and  was  brought  into  parliament,  with  their  alter¬ 
ations  and  amendments,  before  Ghrijlmas\%  the  bill  Was  read 
the  firft  time  in  the  houfe  of  commons  Jan.  14,  and  paffed  af¬ 
ter  fundry  debatesbut  by  fix  voices,  Teas  186;  Noes  180;  but 
it  met  with  greater  obftacles  among  the  lords,  who  offered 
feveral  amendments,  which  occafioned  conferences  between 
the  two  houfes.  The  lords  would  have  exempted  fchooU 
Tnaflers ,  tutors ,  and  thofe  who  had  the  education  of  youth  ;  and 
in  the  difabling  clatife  would  have  included  only  livings  with 
cure.%  But  the  commons  being  fupported  by  the  court 
would  abate  nothing, )|  nor  confent  to  any  provifion  for  fuch 
as  fliould  be  ejefted.  They  would  indulge  no  latitude  in  the 
furplice  or  crofs  in  baptifm ,  for  fear  of  eftablifhing  a  fchifm, 
and  weakening  the  authority  of  the  church,  as  to  her  right 
of  impofmg  indifferent  rites  and  ceremonies.f  And  the  court 
were  willing  to  (lint  out  as  many  as  they  could  from  the  eftab- 
lifhment,  to  make  a  general  toleration  more  neceffary.  When 
the  lords  urged  the  king’s  declaration  from  Breda,  the  com¬ 
mons  replied,  that  it  would  be  ftrange  to  call  a  fchifmatical 
confcience  a  tender  one;  but  fuppofe  this  had  been  meant 
(lay  they)  his  majefty  can  be  guilty  of  no  breach  of  promife, 
becaufe  the  declaration  had  thefe  two  limitations,  a  reference 
io  parliament and  fo  far  as  was  confident  with  the  peace  of 
the  kingdom .  May  8,  the  refult  of  the  cbnference  with  the 
houfe  of  commons,  being  reported  to  the  lords,  the  houfe 
laid  afide  their  objeftions,  and  concurred  with  the  commons, 
and  the  bill  paffed;  but,  as  bifhop  Burnet  obferves,  with  no 
great  majority.  May  19,  it  received  the  royal  affent,  and 
as  to  take  place  from  the  24th  of  Auguft  following.  This 

f 

*  Dr.  Grey  is  at  a  lofs  to  underfland  how  the  a6t  of  uniformity  could  come 
into  the  Convocation  and  continue  there  for  three  or  four  months :  for  the 
,two  houfes  never  fend  their  bills  thither  for  their  perufal  and  approbation. 

He  thinks,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Neal's  miftake  mull:  be  owing  to  their  review 

of  the  Common  Prayer .  Examination,  vol.iii.  p.  320.  Ed. 

§  Kenneths  Chron.  p.  604.  J  lb.  p.  67 7* 

l!  The  reafon  for  extending  it  to  fchoolmafters  was,  we  are  told,  to  guard 
Sgainft  the  influence  and  force  of  education.  Exam.  p.  321.  Ed. 

4  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  679. 

B  B  2 


THE  HISTORY 


CHAP.  VI, 


372 


aci  being  prefixed  to  the  book  of  common-prayer,  and  lying 
open  to  publick  view,  I  fliall  only  give  the  reader  an  abftract 
of  it.  It  is  entitled. 


C£ 


44 


An  ad  for  the  uniformity  of  public  prayers ,  and  adminif 
itation  offacraments ,  and  other  rites  and  ceremonies ,  and  for 
ejlablifning  the  forms  of  makings  ordaining,  and  confe crating 
bifhops ,  priefls  and  deacons  in  the  church  of  England.” 


C4 


4  4 


44 


£4 


44 


44 


44 


The  preamble  fets  forth,  44  That  from  the  firft  of  queen 
44  Elizabeth  there  had  been  one  uniform  order  of  common 
44  ferviee  and  prayer  enjoined  to  be  ufed  by  aft  of  parliament, 
44  which  had  been  very  comfortable  to  all  gogd  people,  until 
a  great  number  of  people  in  divers  parts  of  the  realm, 
living  without  knowledge  and  the  due  fear  of  God,  did 
wilfully  and  fchifmatically  refufe  to  come  to  their  parifli 
44  churches,  upon  Sundays,  and  other  days  appointed  to  he 
44  kept  as  holy  days.  And  whereas,  by  the  fcandalous  neg- 
44  left  of  min  liters  in  ufing  the  liturgy  during  the  late  unhap- 
44  py  troubles,  many  people  have  been  led  into  factions  and 
fchifms,  to  the  decay  of  religion,  and  the  hazard  of  many 
fouls;  therefore, for  preventing  the  like  for  time  to  come, 
44  the  king  had  granted  a  commiffion,  to  review  the  book  of 
common  prayer,  to  thofe  bifhops  and  divines  who  met  at 
the  Savoy;  and  afterwards  his  majefty  required  the  clergy 
44  in  convocation  to  revife  it  again ;  which  alterations  and 
44  amendments  having  been  approved  by  his  majefty,  and 
44  both  lioufes  of  parliament ;  therefore  for  fettling  the  peace 
44  of  the  nation,  for  the  honour  of  religion,  and  to  the  in- 
44  tent  that  every  perfon  may  know  the  rule  to  which  he  is 
44  to  conform  in  public  worfhip,  it  is  enafted  by  the  king's 
44  moft  excellent  majefty,  &c. 

44  That  all  and  Angular  minifters  fliall  be  bound  to  fay  and 
44  ufe  the  morning  prayer,  evening  prayer,  -  and  all  other 
44  common  prayers  in  fuch  order  and  form  as  is  mentioned  in 
44  the  book;  and  that  every  parfon,  vicar,  or  other  minifter 
4  4  whatsoever,  lhall  before  the  feaft  of  St.  Bartholomew ,  which 
44  fliall  be  in  the  year  of  our  lord  1662,  openly  and  pub- 
44  lickly,  before  the  congregation  affembled  for  religious  wor- 
44  fhip,  declare  his  unfeigned  affent  and  corifent  to  the  ufe  of 
44  all  things  contained  andpreferibed  in  the  faid  book  in  thefe 
u  words,  and  no  other."  •  44  1  A.  n* 
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cc  I  A.  B.  do  here  declare  my  unfeigned  afjent  and  confent  to 
cc  all  and  every  thing  contained  and  prefcribed  in  and  by  the 
«  book ,  entitled ,  The  book  of  common-prayer  and  adminiftration 
“  of  fa  cr aments  ,  and  other  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  churchy 
cc  according  to  the  ufe  of  the  church  of  England ,  together  with 
66  the  pi alter ,  or  pf alms  of  Davids  pointed  as  they  are  to  be  fang 
cc  or  f aid  in  churches  ;  the  form  and  manner  oj  makings  or- 

u  daining,  and  confecrating  of  bijhops,  priefts  and  deacons T* 

44  The  penalty  for  neglecting  or  refuting  to  make  this  de~ 
u  claration,  is  deprivation  ipfo  fadlo  of  all  his  fpirkual  pro- 
44  motions* 

“  And  it  is  further  enafted,  that  every  dean,  canon,  and  pre- 
bendary $  all  mafters,  heads,  fellows,  chaplains,  and  tutors, 
:c  in  any  college,  hall,  houfe  of  learning,  or  hofpital;  all  pub- 
;c  lie  profeffors,  readers  in  either  univerilty,  and  in  every  col- 
lege  and  elfewhere;  and  all  parfons,  vicars,  curates,  lectu- 
rers;  and  every  fchpolm  after  keeping  any  public  or  private 
:4  fchool ;  and  every  perfon  inftrnfting  youth  in  any  private 
*  family,  fhall,  before  the  feaft  of  St.  Bartholomew ,  1662, 

4  fubferibe  the  following  declaration,  (viz.) 

44  I  A.  B.  do  declare ,  that  it  is  not  lawful  upon  any  pretence 
:4  whatfoever  to  take  arms  againft  the  king;  and,  that  Ido  abhor 
:4  that  trader  oils  pofition  of  taking  arms  by  his  authority ,  againft 
4  his  perfon ,  or  againft  thofe  that  are  commifftoned  by  him;  and 
4  that  I  will  conform  to  the  litu  gy  of  the  church  of  England,  as 
4  it  is  now  by  lazv  eftablijhed.  And  I  do  hold,  that  there  lies  no 
4  obligation  upon  me,  or  on  any  other  perfon,  from  the  oath  com - 
4  monly  called  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  to  endeavour 
4  any  change  or  alteration  of  government  either  in  church  or ft  ate, 

4  and  that  the  fame  was  in  ifelf  an  unlawful  oath ,  and  impofed 
4  upon  the  fubjecls  of  this  realm ,  againft  the  known  laws  and 
4  liber  ties  of  this  kingdom . 

44  This  declaration  is  to  be  fubferibed  by  the  perfons  above- 
f  mentioned  before  the  archbifliop,  biftiop,  or  ordinary  of 
4  the  diocefe,  on  pain  of  deprivation,  for  thofe  who  were 
4  pollened  of  livings;  and  for  fchoolmafters  and  tutors,  three 
4  months  imprifonment  for  the  firft  offence;  and  for  every 
4  other  offence  three  months  imprifonment,  and  the  forfei- 

*  This  form  of  fubfeription  and  folemn  declaration  was  inferted  by  the 
)rds,  with  whom  this  adl  of  uniformity  began.  E  d. 


turc 
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66  ture  of  five  pounds  to  his  majeffy.  Provided  that  after  the 
“  25th  of  March  1682,  the  renouncing  of  the folemn  league 
“  and  covenant  fliall  be  omitted, . 

45  It  is  further  enafted,  that  no  perfon  ftiall  be  capable  of 
“  any  benefice,  or  prefume  to  confecrate  and  adminifter  the 
“  holyfacrament  of  the  lord’s  fupper,  before  he  be  ordained  a 
“  prieft  by  epifcopal  ordination,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  for  every 
“  offence  one  hundred  pounds.* 

No  form,  or  order  of  common  prayer,  fliall  be  ufed  in 
any  church,  chapel,  or  other  place  of  publick  worfhip,  or  in 
<c  either  of  the  univerfities,  than  is  h^re  prefcribed  and  ap- 
**  pointed. 

cc  None  fliall  be  received  as  le&urers,  or  be  permitted  to 
preach,  or  read  any  fermon  or  lefture  in  any  church  or 
chapel,  unlefs  he  be  approved  and  licenfed  by  the  arch- 
“  bifliop  or  bifhop,  and  fliall  read  the  thirty-nine  articles  of 
“  religion,  with  a  declaration  of  his  unfeigned  affent  and  con - 
fent  to  the  fame:  and  unlefs  the  firft  time  he  preaches  any 
“  leflure  or  fermon,  he  fliall  openly  read  the  common-pray- 
<c  er,  and  declare  his  affent  to  it;  and  fliall  on  the  firft  leftufe- 
“  day  of  every  month  afterwards,  before  lefture  or  fermon, 

(C  read  the  common-prayer  and  fervice,  under  pain  of  being 
difabled  to  preach  ;  and  if  he  preach  while  fo  difabled,  to  fufr 
a  fer  three  months  imprifonment  for  every  offence. 

“  The  feveral  laws  and  ftatutes  formerly  made  for  unifor- 
<c  mity  of  prayer,  &c.  ftiall  be  in  force  for  confirming  the 
<c  prefent  book  of  common-prayer,  and  fliall  be  applied  for 
punifhing  all  offences  contrary  to  the  faid  laws,  with  relation 
“  to  the  faid  book,  and  no  other. 

“  A  true  printed  copy  of  the  faid  book  is  to  be  provided 
cc  in  every  parifli  church,  chapel,  college  and  hall,  at  the  coft 
<c  and  charge  of  the  parifliioners  or  fociety,  before  the  feaft  of 
<c  St.  Bartholomew']  on  pain  of  forfeiting  three  pounds  a 
month,  for  fo  long  as  they  fliall  be  unprovided  of  itd’f 

It 

■  '  J 

*  This  claufe  was  alfo  inferted  by  the  lords.  Ed.. 

* 

f  u  The  aft  of  uniformity  and  the  corporation  aft,”  Mr.  Gough  obferves, 

*s  did  not  in  themfelves  materially  affeft  the  quakers,  who  afpired  to  no 
“  places  of  honour  or  profit,  and  who  teftified  again#  preaching  for  hire,  and 

**  fought  for  no  more  than  a  toleration  and  proteflion  in  their  religious  and 

“  civU 
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It  Wcfs  certainly  unreafonable  in  the  legiflature  to  limit  the 
time  offubfcription  to  fo  Ihort  a  period,*  it  being  next  to  im- 
pofiible  that  the  clergy  in  all  part?  of  the  kingdom  mould 
read  and  examine  the  alterations  within  that  time.  1  he  dean, 
and  prebendaries  of  Peterborough  declared,  that  they  could 
not  obtain  copies  before  An  guff  17?  the  Sunday  immediately 
preceding  the  feaft  ot  St.  Bartholomew ;  fo  that  ad  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  cathedral  did  not  and  could  not  read  the  fervice 
in  manner  and  form  as  the  act  directs,  and  therefore  they 
were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  favour  of  their  ordinary* 
to  difpenfe  with  their  default;  however,  their  preferments 
were  then  legally  forfeited,  as  appears  by  the  aft  of  the  15th 
of  Charles  II.  cap.  6,  entitled,  An  aft  for  the  relief  of  fvxh  as 
by  fteknefs ,  or  other  impediments ,  were  difab led  from fubferibing 
the  declaration  of  the  ad  of  uniformity ;  which  fays,  thatthofe 
who  did  not  fubferibe  within  the  time  limited  were  utterly  dis¬ 
abled,  and  ipfo fatto  deprived,  and  their  benefices  void,  as  if 
they  were  naturally  dead.  And  if  this  was  the  cafe  at  Peter¬ 
borough,  what  muff  be  the  condition  of  the  clergy  in  the 
more  northern  counties?  In  faft,  there  was  not  one  divine  in 

ce  civil  rights,  to  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty f 
yet  the  Corporation  aft  in  its  coniequences  did  affect  them,  by  filling  tne  city 
^ind  country  with  perfecuting  magiftrates.  Hiilory  of  the  Quakers,  vol. 
i.  p.  469.  Ed. 

*  Dr.  Grey  argues  that  this  objection  is  taken  off  by  a  claufe,  exempting 
from  the  penalties  of  the  aft  thofe  who  were  prevented  fubferibing  within 
the  limited  time  by  fome  lawful  impediment  allowed  and  approved  by  the 
ordinary  of  the  place,  and  complying  with  its  requilition  within  a  month 
after  fuch  impediment  was  removed  ;  and  the  doftor  adds,  that,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  this  claufe.  Dr.  Laney ,  the  biftiop  of  Peterborough,  dilpenfed  with 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  that  church.  He  further  alledges  a  public  adver- 
tifment  given  in  London,  6th  of  Auguft,  1662,  declaring  that  the  book  of 
common-prayer  was  then  perfeftly  and  exaftly  printed,  and  books  in  folio 
were  provided  for  all  churches  and  chapels  in  the  kingdom;  which  left  a 
fpace  of  18  days  for  conveying  them  through  the  country.  But  the  doftor 
did  not  calculate,  how  many  ofthefe  days  would  be  run  out,  before  this  no¬ 
tice  had  circulated  through  the  nation,  and  had  reached  the  remoter  parts  and 
country  parifhes  lying  at  a  diftance  from  the  great  pok  roads.  Bifhop  Bur¬ 
net  fays,  “  the  vaft  number  of  copies,  being  many  thoufands,  that  were  robe 
“  wrought  off  for  all  the  parifh  churches  of  England,  made  the  imprefiion 

go  on  fo  ilowly,  that  there  were  few  books  fet  out  to  fate  wiicn  the  day 
ee  came.’9  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p,  269.  Examination,  Vol.  i.  p.420-23,  and 
vol.  iii.  p.  322-3.  Ed. 

tea 
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ten  that  lived  at  any  confiderable  diftance  from  London  who 
did  pernfe  it  within  that  time;  but  the  matter  was  driven 
on  with  fo  much  precipitancy,  (fays  bifhop  Burnet *)  that  it 
teems  implied,  that  the  clergy  Ihould  fubfcribe  imnlicitlv  to 
a  book  they  had  never  feen ;  and  this  was  done  by  too  many 
as  the  by  bifhops  themfelves  confeffed.  '  ’ 

The  terms  of  conformity  now  were, 

(i.)  Re-ordination ,  if  they  had  not  been  epifcopally  or¬ 
dained  before. 

(2.)  A  declaration  of  their  unfeigned  ajfent  and  confent  to 
all  and  every  thing  prefcribed  and  contained  in  the  book  of 
common-prayer ,  and  adminijlration  of  facraments ,  and  other 

hi  tes  of  the  church  of  England ,  together  with 
the  pf alter,  and  the  form  and  manner  of  making,  ordaining , 
and  confecrating  of  bifhops,  priejls  and  deacons. 

(30  To  take  the  oath  of  canonical  obedience. 

(4.)  To  abjure  the  folemn  league  and  covenant,  which 

many  confcientious  minijlers  could  not  difentangle  themfelves 
from. 

(5*)  C^°  abjure  the  lawfulnefs  of  taking  arms  againjl  the 
king,  or  any  commiffioned  by  him ,  on  any  pretence  whatfoever. 

_  It  appears  from  hence,  that  the  terms  of  conformity  were 
higher  than  before  the  civil  wars ;  and  the  common-prayer 
book  more  exceptionable;  for,  inftead  of  ftriking  out  the 
apocryphal  lelfons,  more  were  inferted,  as  the  flory  of  Bel 
and  the  dragon-,  and  fome  new  holidays  were  added,  as  St. 
Barnabas ,  and  the  converfion  of  St.  Paul-,  a  few  alterations 
and  new  collects  were  made  by  the  bifhops  themfelves,  but 
care  was  taken  (fays  Burnet*')  that  nothing  Ihould  be  altered, 
as  was  moved  by  the  prefbyterians. — The  validity  of  prefby- 
terian  ordination  was  renounced,  by  which  the  miniftrations 
of  the  foreign  churches  were  difowned. — Lecturers  and 
fchool-mafters  were  put  upon  the  fame  foot  with  incumbents 
as  to  oaths  and  fubfcriptions. — A  new  declaration  was  in¬ 
vented,  which  none  who  underftood  the  conftitution  of 
England  could  fafely  fubfcribe — and  to  terrify  the  clergy 
into  a  compliance,  no  fettled  provifion  was  made  for  thofe 
who  Ihould  be  deprived  of  their  livings,  but  all  were  refer- 

f  Page  269  *  Page  267. 
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red  to  the  roval  clemency.}— A  feverity  (fays  bifliop  Burnet) 
neither  practifed  by  queen  Elizabeth  m  enaftmg  the  liturgy, 
nor  bv  Cromwell  in  ejecting  the  royalilh ;  m  born  which  a 
fifth  of  the  benefice  was  referved  for  their  fubfiitence. 

Mr.  Rapin  has  feveral  remarks  on  this  acc:  it  we  compare 
it  with  the  kinp’s  declaration  from  Breda,  (fays  he] )  h  will 
eafily  be  feen  what  care  the  minifters  about  the  king,  who 
were  the  real  authors  or  promoters  of  this  acl,  haci  foi  his 
honour  and  promile;  though  lomc  therefore  may  look  upon 
this  aft  as  the  great  fupport  and  bulwark  of  the  caurch, 
others,  no  lefs  attached  to  its  interefts,will  perhaps  look  upon 
it  as  her  difgraee  and  fcanda*. — His  lecond  lemark  i^,  for 
the  reader  to  take  notice  of  the  amount  or  the  piomifes 
made  to  the  prefbyterians  by  the  king’s  party,  upon  the 
affurance  of  which  they  had  fp  chearfully  laboured  for  his 
refloration,  and  followed  the  directions  tranfmitted  by  his 
friends. — His  third  remark  is,  that  by  an  artifice,  the  mod 
grofs  confpiracies  were  invented,  which  had  no  manner  of 
reality;  or  fuppofing  they  had,  could  no  ways  be  charged 
on  the  prefbyterians,  who  were  not  to  anfwer  for  the  crimes 


of  other  fefts. 

On  the  other  hand,  bifhop  Rennet  fays,*  “  the  world  has 
reafonto  admire  not  only  the  wifdom  of  this  aft,  but  even 
“  the  moderation  of  it,  as  being  effectually  made  for  mini- 
<e  Jlerlal  conformity  alone,  and  leaving  the  people  unaoie  to 
complain  of  any  impoiition.  .Amd  it  would  certainly  have 
“  had  the  defired,  and  moft  happy  effect,  of  unity  and  peace, 
“  (fays  his  lordfhip)  if  the  government  had  been  in  earned 
«  in  the  execution  of  it.”  Muff  the  bleffings  of  unity  ar.d 
peace  then  be  built  on  the  foundation  of  perfecution,  plun¬ 
der,,  perfidy,  and  the  wades  of  confidence?  If  his  majefly’s 


t  This  was  done  by  a  prouifo ,  drawn  up  by  the  lords,  <£  that  fucli  por- 
tc  fons  as  have  been  put  out  of  their  livings,  by  virtue  of  the  aft  of  unifor- 
mity,  may  have  fuch  allowances  out  of  "their  livings  for  their  fubfiftence 
“  as  his  majefty  fhall  think  fit.”  Grey’s  Examination,  vol.i.  p.  423.  A 
feeble,  inefficient  provifo,  permitting  'the  king  to  be  kind,  but  leaving  it 
to  his  option  to  be  unjuft  and  cruel ;  tantalifing  diiirefs,  rather  than  reliev¬ 
ing  it.  Ed. 

f  Vol.  ii.  p.  629,  folio. 

*  The  references  are,  I  apprehend,  to  the  Bifhcrp’s  Complete  I  Tiftory.. 
There  is  a  palfage  correfpondent  to  the  firft  in  the  Chronicle,  p.  7 1 2.  Ed. 
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declaration  concerning  ecclefiaftical  affairs  breathed  the  fnirit 
of  true  wifdom  and  chanty,  and  ought  to  Rand  for  a  pattern 
to  poftemy,  whenever  they  are  difpofed  to  heal  the  breaches 

°f  lhechurch,(as  the  bifhop  has  elfewhere  declared  |j)  where 

could  be  me  wifdom  and  moderation  of  this  aft,  which  turned 
out  two  thoufand  mimfters  into  the  world  to  beg  their  bread 
upon  fuclr  fevers  terms  ?  And  whereas  the  bifhop  fays  the 
peopk  nad  no  reafon  to  complain  of  impofztion,  was  it  no 
larafhip  to  be  obliged  to  go  to  church,  and  join  in  a  form 
p.  worffup  that  went  againft  their  confciences?  Does  not  the 
aft  revive  and  confirm  all  the  penal  laws  of  queen  Elizabeth 
and  king  James  m  theie  words,  “  Be  it  farther  enacted, 
that  the  feveral  good  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  which 
have  been  formerly  made,  and  are  now  in  force  for  the 
uniformity  of  prayers,  and  adminillration  of  the  facra, 

„  nie!1,tSnW!t,hm  *1?  rrealm  of  England,  and  places  aforefaid, 
i  iall  ft  and  in  fud  force  and  ftrength  to  all  intents  and  pur- 

cc  P0ie?  whatfoever,  and  {hall  be  applied,  pra&fed,  and  be 
put  m  life,  for  the  puniihing  all  offences  contrary  to  the 
“  laid  law.”  Surely  this  mulaffeft  the  laity!  It  IsCoCto 
be  admired  in  my  opinion,  that  the  clergy  of  England,  and 
all  officers  both  civil  and  military,  could  ihbfcribe  a  decla¬ 
ration  which  gave  up  the  whole  conftitution  into  the  hands 

4-  m  *1  n  C,-  I--.  -  - '  n  #  C  1  1  •  _ 


or  an  a 


rbitrary  prince;  for  if  the  king  had  abolifhed  the 

k  «  t  I  t  ■  4-V”«  .  -V  n  _ _  1  1  11*  «  a  _ 


UiC  of  parb aments,  and  commanded  his  fobjeefs  to  embrace 
tue  popidi  religion,  which  way  could  they  have  relieved 
themfelves,  when  they  had  fworn,  that  it  was  not  lawful  to 
take  up  anus  againft  the  king,  or  any  commiffioned  by  him ,  on 
any  pretence  whatfoever ,  on  pah  of  high  t reafon?  It  is  hard 
to  reconcile  this  doclrine  with  the  revolution  of  kin^ 
William  and  queen  Mary.  I  {hall  only  add,  that  many 
or  the  molt  learned  and  judicious  divines  of  the  church  have 

\v  idled,  for  their  own  lakes,  that  the  act  might  be  amended 
and  altered, 

jMr.  Cohyer,  a  nonjuring  clergyman,  who  differed  for  his 

1  «  VN  I  /V  ■*  v.  I  ^  M  _  _  I  I  1  1  t  a  . 


—  ' — y  ^ »  j  /  - -  ^  x  v/  j.  jlj .  A. 

principles,  fpeaks  more  like' a  gentleman  and  a  chriftian  than 

—  -  cc  np.7_®_  •  r  r  i 


i  ^  '  i  .  ciiiva  Cl  GUiiiUclii  Uldli 

the  bifhop :  «  The  misfortune  of  the  prefbyterians  (fays  he) 
“  cannot  be  remembered  without  regret;  thofe  who  quit 
their  interefls  are  certainly  in  earnefl,  and  deferve  a  cha- 

|j  Kennet’s  Giron,  p.  246. 
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ritable  confixu<fhon.  Mifbikcs  hi  religion  <nc  be  ten- 
«  derly  ufed,  and  confcience  ought  to  be  pitied  when  it 

“  cannot  be  relieved.5 ’ 

It  is  fit  the  authors  and  promoters  of  this  memorable  aft, 
which  broke  the  peace  of  the  chui cji,  and  eltaouiiivd  a  re¬ 
paration,  fliould  hand  upon  record.  Among  thefe  the  earl 
of  Clarendon  deferves  the  firft  place,  who  \vas.once  for  mo¬ 
derate  meafures,  but  afterwards  altered  his  conduct  (fays 
bifhop  Burnet j-)  out  of  refpeft  to  the  bilhops.  »  he  rhe- 
“  torick  and  intereft  of  this  great  minifter,”  (fays  Co/lyer *) 
might  poffibly  make  an  impreffion  upon  both  houfes,  and 
occafion  the  palling  the  act  of  uniformity  in  the  condition 
“  it  now  {lands.”  He  entertained  the  prefbyterians  with 
hopes,  while  he  was  cutting  away  the  ground  from  under 
their  feet.  Strange!  that  one  and  the  fame  hand  could,  con¬ 
fidently  with  confcience  and  honour ,  draw  up  the  king*s  dc-r 
daration  from  Breda,  and  his  late  declaration  concerning 
ecclefiaftical  affairs,  and  this  fevere  aft  of  uniformity. 

Next  to  chancellor  Hyde  was  Dr.  Sheldon ,  bifhop  of  Lon¬ 
don,  and  afterwards  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  of  whom 
notice  has  been  already  taken;  he  wTas  a  facetious  man,  (fays 
BurnetX)  but  of  no  great  religion.  When  the  earl  of  Man- 
chejler  told  the  king,  he  was  afraid  the  terms  of  conformity 
were  fo  hard  that  many  minifters  would  not  comply;  the 
bifiiop  replied,  he  was  afraid  they  would,  but  new  we  know 
their  minds  (fays  he)  we  will  make  them  all  knaves  if  they 
conform ..  And  when  Dr.  Alien  faid,  it  is  pity  the  door  is  fo 
ftrait;  he  anfwered,  it  is  no  pity  at  all;  if  we  had  thought  fo 
many  of  them  woidd  have  conformed ,  we  would  have  made  it 
jlraiter. §  And  Mr.  Baxter  adds,  that  as  far  as  he  could 
perceive,  it  was  by  fome  defigned  it  Ihould  be  fo. 


f  Page  270.  *  Collyer,  p.  88.  J  Page  257. 

^  It  reflects  fome  honour  on  the  name  of  bifhop  Saunderfon ,  that  he  fpoke 
of  this  act  in  a  milder  drain.  To  a  worthy  clergyman,  who  was  with 
him  the  evening  after  the  king  palled  it,  he  faid  ;  “  that  more  was  im- 
“  pofed  on  miniflers  than  he  wifhed  had  been.”  On  palling  the  aft  he  fent 
for  Mr.  Matthew  SylveJIcr,  whofe  living  was  in  his  diocefe,  and  treating 
him  with  great  civility,  earneftly  prelfed  him  not  to  quit  his  living,  and  pa¬ 
tiently  heard  him  date  his  difficulties:  and  when  lie  found,  that  he  could 
not  obviate  them  to  his  fatisfa&ion,  he  lamented  it,  and  at  lad  dignified  a 
concern,  that  fome  things  were  carried  fo  high  in  the  ecclefiaftical  fettle- 
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Next  to  briliop  Sheldon  was  bifliop  Morley,  a  pious  man 
^urnetJ  kut  extremely  paflionate  and  very  obAinate* 
Morley  was  thought  the  honefter  man,  but  Sheldon  the  abler 
itatefman.  To  thefe  may  be  added,  Dr.  Gunning  bifliop  of 
b-ly;  Henchman  of  London;  Dolben  of  Rochefter;  Stern  of 
lork;  Dr.  Pierce ,  Sparrow ,  and  Barwick,  all  creatures  of 
the  court,  and  tools  of  the  prerogative. 

But  neither  the  courtiers  nor  bifhops  could  have  accom- 
plilhed  their  defigns  without  tampering  with  the  parliament. 
Care  was  therefore  taken  of  the  beft  fpeakers,  and  men  of 
influence  among  the  commons.  The  parliament  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  a6fed  by  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  (fays  Raping)  and 
being  of  principles  direcily  oppoflte  to  the  prefbyterians, 
who  were  for  reducing  the  royal  power  within  certain  limits* 
they  lefolved  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  for  ever  to  reftrain 
the  prerogative,,  or  alter  the  government  of  the  church; 
and  the  king,  being  in  continual  want  of  money,  was  content 
to  facrifice  the  prefbyterians  for  a  large  fupply  of  the  nation’s 
money,  efpeciaily  wThen  he  knew  he  was  ferving  the  caufe 

of  popery  at  the  fame  time,  by  making  way  for  a  general 
toleration. 

The  prefbyterian  miniflers  had  only  three  months  to 
confider  what  to  do  with  themfelves,  and  their  families. 
-There  were  feveial  coniultations  both  in  city  and  country 
to  know  each  other’s  fentiments ;  and  it  happened  here, 
as  it  did  afterwards  about  taking  the  oaths  to  king  Wil¬ 
liam  ^  and  queen  Mary ;  fome,  who  perfuaded  their  brethren 
to  diflent,  complied  themfelves  and  got  the  other’s  livings. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  they  had  all  the  fame  fcruples.^ 
Bifliop  Kennet  fays,*  that  renouncing  the  covenant  was  the 
great  eft  obftacle  of  conformity,  to  the  prefbyterians.  But 
his  lordfhip  is  miftaken;  for  if  abjuring  the  covenant  had 
been  omitted,  they  could  not  have  taken  the  corporation 
oath.  Some  could  not  in  confluence  comply  with  the  very 
form  of  the  hierarchy.  Great  numbers  fcrupled  the  bufinefs 
of  re-ordination ,  which  implied  a  renouncing  the  validity  of 

rnent;  which,  he  laid,  fhould  not  have  been  if  he  could  have  prevented  it. 
Caiamy  s  Hiflory  of  his  own  Life,  vol.  ii.  p.  hi,  MS.  and  Church  and 
BifTenters  compared,  p.  81.  Ed. 

t  Page  632,  &c,  *  Page  471. 
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their  former  minidrations.  But  that  which  the  diffenters  of 
all  denominations  refufed,  was  giving  their  ajfent  and  tonfent 
to  all  and  every  thing  contained  in  the  book  of  common-prayer. 
This  they  apprehended  to  be  more  than  was  due  to  any  hu¬ 
man  compofure. 

Mr.  Ecchard  reprefents  them  as  under  great  difficulties ; 
<£  Some  (fays  he)  were  pofitive  againfl  any  compliance,  but 
«•  (Treat  numbers  were  doubtful  and  uncertain,  and  had  giear 
“  llruggles  between  the  attractions  of  confidence  and  ho- 
«  nour,°  intered  and  humour.  The  aft  was  ftri&ly  pen- 
“  ned,  and  preffed  hard  upon  late  principles  and  practices. 
“  A  continual  intercourfe  of  letters  puffed  between  thofe  iu 
cc  the  city,  and  the  red  in  the  countries,  how  to  proceed  in 
“  this  nice  affair.  Sometimes  the  chief  of  them  were  for 
“  compliance,  as  I  have  been  affured  (fays  he)  by  the  bed 
“  hands,  and  then  upon  further  confideration  they  changed 
«  their  minds.  They  were  under  confiderable  temptations 
«  on  bothfides;  on  one  fide  their  livings  and  preferments 
“  were  no  fmall  inducement  towards  their  compliance;  on 
“  the  other  fide,  befides  their  confidences,  they  were  much 
“  encouraged  by  the  greatnefs  of  their  numbers,  and  were 
“  made  to  believe,  that  if  they  unanimoudy  dood  out,  the 
“  church  mud  come  to  them,  fince  the  people  would  never 
«  bear  fo  blocking  a  change.— Befides,  they  bad  great  ex- 
“  peftations  from  feveral  friends  at  court,  and  particularly 
“  the  popifli  party,  who  gave  them  great  encouragement, 
“  not  only  by  a  promife  of  penfions  to  feme,  but  alfo  by  a 
,s  toleration,  and  a  fufpenfion  of  the  ad  itielf,  which  not 
<c  long  after  was  partly  made  good.  No  doubt  but  the  non- 
tc  compliance  of  feveral  proceeded  purely  from  a  tender  con- 
u  fcience,  and  in  that  cafe  ought  not  only  to  be  pitied,  but 
“  rather  applauded  than  condemned.”  Bid: op  Burnet  adds, 
that  the  leaders  of  the  prefbyterian  party  took  great  pains 
to  have  them  all  dick  together:  they  laid,  that  if  great 
numbers  dood  out  it  was  more  likely  to  produce  new  laws 
in  their  favour;  fo  it  was  thought  (fays  his  lorddiip)  that 
many  went  out  in  the  croud  to  keep  their  friends  company. 

It  is  poffible  feme  noblemen-,  and  others  who  were  in  the 
intered  of  the  prelbyterians,  might  advife  them  to  adhere  to 
each  other;  but  it  is  hardly  credible,  that  men  of  abilities 

and. 
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tod  good  fenfe  fliould  throw  tip  their  livings,  facrifice  theit 

,  d  be0  gar  their  families*  for  the  fake  of  good 
company.  6 

^  Some  of  the  non-conformifts  quitted  their  ftations  in  the 
chuich  befoie  the  24th  of  Auguft,  as  Mr.  Baxter  and  others 
with  an  intent  to  let  all  the  minifters  in  England  know  their 
refolution  beforehand. f  Others  about  London  preached 
theii  farewell  fermons  the  Sunday  before  Bartholomew-day* 
feveral.  of  which  were  afterwards  eolle&ed  into  a  volume* 
and  printed  with  their  effigies  in  the  title-page;  as  the  reve¬ 
rend  Dr.  hi  anion,  Bates ,  Jacomb ,  Calamy ,  Matth .  Mead ,  and 
others.  The  like  was  done  in  feveral  counties  of  England; 
and  fuch  a  paffionate  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  their  people  rail 
through  their  fermons  as  diffolved' their  audiences  into  tears. 

At  length  the  fatal  St.  Bartholomew  came,  when  about  two 
thoufand  relinquifhed  their  preferments  in  the  church,  ok 
refufed  to  accept  of  any  upon  the  terms  of  the  aft  of  uni¬ 
formity:  an  example  hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  the  chriftiari 
world!  It  raifed  a  grievous  cry  over  the  nation,  for  here 
were  many  men  much  valued  (fays  bifhop  Burnet #)  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  their  abilities  and  zeal,  now  caft  out  ignomi- 
nioufly,  reduced  to  great  poverty,  provoked  by  fuch  fpiteful 
ufage,  and  caft  upon  thofe  popular  practices,  which  both 
their  principles  and  their  circumftances  feemed  to  jiiftify,  of 
forming  feparate  congregations,  and  of  diverting  men  froni 
the  publick  worlhip.  This  begot  efteera,  and  raifed  com- 
paffion,  as  having  a  fair  appearance  of  fuffering  perfecutiori 
for  confcience.  Mr.  Locke  calls  them  worthy,  teamed,  pious, 
orthodox  divines,  who  did  not  throw  themfelves  out  of  fer- 
•  vice,  but  were  forcibly  ejected.  Nor  were  they  caft  out 
becaufe  there  was  a  fupply  of  minifters  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  religion,  for  there  was  room  for  the  employment  of  more 
hands,  if  they  were  to  be  found. 

At  the  reformation  from  popery  by  queen  Elizabeth ,  there 
were  not  above  two  hundred  deprived  of  their  livings ;  be- 
fides  they  were  treated  with  great  mildnefs,  and  had  fome 
allowances  out  of  their  livings;  whereas  thefe  were  treated 
with  the  utmoft  feverity,  and  caft  entirely  upon  providence 
for  a  fupply.  They  were  driven  from  their  houfes,  from 
f  Baxters  Life,  part  ii.  p.  384.  #  Page  270,  280. 
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the  fcciety  of  their  friends;  and,  what  was  yet  more  affeaing, 
from  all  their  ufefulnefs,  though  they  had  merited  much  from 
the  king,  and  laboured  indefatigably  for  his  reftoration.  The 
former  were  men  of  another  faith,  and  owned  a  foreign 
head  of  the  church;  whereas  thefe  were  of  the  fame  faith 
with  the  eftablilhed  church,  and  differed  only  about  rites  and 
ceremonies.  It  had  been  faid,  that  greater  numbers  were 
ejected  in  the  late  times  upon  the  foot  of  the  covenant  ;§ 
but  if  this  were  true,  it  was  in  a  time  of  war,  when  the 
civil  and  religious  differences  between  the  king  and  parlia<- 
ment  w'ere  fo  intermixed,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  feparate 


one  from  the  other ;  the  whole  nation  was  in  confulion, 
and  thofe  who  buffered -by  the  covenant ,  buffered  more  for 
their  loyalty,  than  their  religion;  for  when  the  war  was 
ended,  the  covenant  was  relaxed,  and  fuch  as  would  live 
peaceably  returned  to  their  vacant  cures,  or  were  admitted 
to  others. 

Befides,  the  ingratitude  of  the  high-churchmen  upon  this 
occafion  ought  to  be  taken  notice  of.  “  Who  can  anfwer 
CQ  for  the  violence  and  injuftice  of  aftions  in  a  civil  war  (fays 
w  a  divine  of  the  church  of  England)?  Thofe  fufferings 
cc  were  in  a  time  of  general  calamity ,  but  thefe  were  ejected 
“  not  only  in  a  time  of  peace,  but  a  time  of  joy  to  all  the 
“  land,  and  after  an  a  ft  of  oblivion,  when  all  pretended  to 
“  be  reconciled  and  made  friends,  and  to  whofe  common  re- 


§  Dr.  Grey  afferts  this:  and  there  was  a  laboured  attempt  by  Dr.  Walker 
to  prove,  that  the  clergy,  ejected,  or  fuffering,  in  the  civil  wars,  exceeded 
in  numbers  thofe  whom  the  aft  of  uniformity  ejefted  or  iilenced ;  and  that 
the  fufferings  of  the  former  furpaffed  in  nature  and  fe verity  thofe  of  the* 
latter.  The  publication,  which  endeavoured  to  eftablifn  thefe  points,  was 
z  folio,  in  fmali  print,  entituled,  “  An  Attempt  towards  recovering  an 
“  account  of  the  numbers  and  fufferings  of  the  clergy  of  the  church  of 
ec  England,  heads  of  colleges,  fellows,  fcholars,  &c.  who  were  fequeftered, 
harraffed,  &c.  in  the  late  times  of  the  grand  rebellion:  occafioned  bv  the 
“  ninth  chapter  (row  the  fecond  volume)  of  Dr.  Calamy'  s  Abridgment  of  the 
“  Life  of  Mr.  Baxter ;  together  with  an  examination  of  that  chapter.”  The 
publick  was  at  firft  amufed  with  fo  large  a  work,  but  by  degrees  began  to 
fpeak  freely  of  it  in  convention,  where  it  had  the  fate  of  other  performances. 
It  received  from  the  prefs  two  able  replies:  one  by  Mr  .John  Withers ,  a 
judicious  and  worthy  diffenting  minifter  in  Exeter;  the  other  by  Dr. Calamy , 
in  a  traft  entitled,  “  The  Church  and  Diffenters  Compared  as  to  Perfecu- 
tion.”  On  this  fubjeft  we  would  refer  the  reader  back  to  Mr.  Neal, 
vol.  iii.  p.  1 24.  Ed, 

*  joicings 
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“joicings  thefe  fuffeping  miniders  had  contributed  their 
“  earned  prayers  and  great  endeavours.’’!  Another  divine 
of  the  fame  church  Writes,  “  I  mud  own,  that  in  my  judg. 
“  ment,  however  both  fides  have  been  exceffively  to  blame, 
“  yet  that  the  feverities  ufed  by  the  church  to  the  diffenters 
ai  e  lefs  excufable  than  thofe  ufed  by  the  didenters  to  the 
“  church.  My  reafon  is,  that  the  former  were  ufed  in  times 
or  peace  and  a  fettled  government,  whereas  the  latter 
“  were  inflifted  in  a  time  of  tumult  and  confufion;  fo  that 
“  the  plunderings  and  ravagings  endured  by  the  church  mi - 
“  nijiers,  were  owing  (many  of  them  at  lead)  to  the  rude- 
“  nefs  of  the  foldiers,  and  the  chances  of  war;  they  were 
“  plundered  not  becaufe  they  were  conformids,  but  cavaliers, 
“  and  of  the  king’s  party.  The  allowing  of  the  fequeftered 
“  miniders  a  fifth  part  of  their  livings  was  a  chridian  aft,* 
“  and  what,  I  confefs,  I  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  feen 
“  imitated  at  the  redoration.  But  no  mercy  was  to  be 
“  diewn  to  thefe  unhappy  fufferers,  though  it  was  impof- 
“  fible  on  a  fudden  to  fill  up  the  gap  that  was  made  by  their 
*£  removal.” 

Billiop  Burnet  fays,  th#  old  clergy,  now  much  enriched, 
were  defpifed,  but  the  young  clergy  who  came  from  the 
univerfity  did  good  fervice.  But  though  all  the  driplings  in 
both  univerfities  were  employed,  a  great  many  poor  livings 
in  the  country  had  no  incumbents  for  a  confiderable  time. 
The  author  of  The  jive  Groans  of  the  Church ,  a  very  drift 
conformid,  complains  with  great  warmth,  of  above  three 

f  Conf.  Plea  for  Non-Conformity,  p.  12,  13. 

*  Dr.  Grey  quotes  here,  from  Dr.  Fuller ,  (Church  Hill,  book  xi.  p.230,) 

&  long  detail  of  the  evafions,  on  which  many  of  the  fequeftered  clergy 
were  refufed  their  fifths.  Dr.  Walker  has  alfo  complained,  that  fcarcely  one 
in  ten  ever  had  them  without  trouble,  and  to  the  full  value,  “  This  is  a 
“  cafe,  in  which,”  as  Dr.  Calamy  obferves,  ec  it  is  no  eafy  thing  to  make 
**  calculation.”  Suppofmg  it  to  have  been  paid  ever  fo  indifferently,  it 
Was  certainly  a  better  provifion  than  was  made  by  the  a.3  of  uniformity , 
y  for  thofe  who  were  ejected  and  filenced.  It  afforded  the  fufferers,  to  a  de¬ 

gree;  a  legal  re?nedy  for  their  calamities.:  and  would  doubtlefs,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  be  efficient.  Dr.  Fuller  fpeaks  of  it  as  an  inftance  of  ec  the  pitiful 
**  and  pious  intentions  of  parliament ;  which,  no  doubt,  defired  to  be  like 
the  beft  of  beings,  who  has  clofely  applieth  his  lenitive  as  corrofeve  plaf 
*  #c  ters ,  and  that  his  ?nercy  may  take  as  true  effect  as  his  juftice.”  But  this 
matter  has  been  before  ftated  by  Mr.  Neal,  vol.  ill.  p.  127,  28.  Ed. 

*  thoufand 
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thoufand  minifters  admitted  into  the  church,  who  were  unfit 
to  teach  becaufe  of  their  youth;  of  fifteen  hundred  debauched 
men  ordained;  of  the  ordination  of  many  illiterate  men;  of 
one  thoufand  three  hundred  forty-two  factious  minifters,  a 
little  before  ordained;  and  that  of  twelve  thoufand  church 
livings*  or  thereabouts,  three  thoufand  or  more  being  im¬ 
propriate,  and  four  thoufand  one  hundred  fixty-five  fine  cures, 
there  was  but  a  poor  remainder  left  for  a  painful  and  honeft 
miniftry. 

Such  were  the  fpoils  of  uniformity!  And  though  Mr. 
Eachard  fays,  there  was  more  fenfe  and  found  do&rinc 
preached  in  one  twelve-month  after  the  prefbyterian  mini¬ 
fters  were  turned  out,  than  in  nigh  twenty  years  before;  yet 
another  church  writer,  who  knew  them  better,  calls  the  young 
clergy  “  florid  and  genteel  preachers,  of  a  more  romantick 
“  than  true  majeftick  and  divine  ftile,  who  tickled  and  capti- 
cc  vated  people  at  firft,  but  did  little  fervice  to  the  fouls  of 
“  men,  and  in  procefs  of  time  had  fewer  admirers  and  friends 
“  than  at  firft.  He  adds,  that  in  the  late  times  they  all  fpake 
“  the  fame  things,  and  carried  on  the  fame  work,  which  was 
“  the  inftruftion,  converlion,  confolation,  and  edification  of 
cc  fouls,  not  biting  one  another,  nor  grudging  at  one  another. 
cc  I  never  heard  (fays  he)  in  many  hundreds  of  fermons,  di- 
“  verfities  of  opinions  either  fet  up  by  fome,  or  pulled  down 
“  by  others;  we  heard  indeed  that  fome  were  independants , 
<e  others  prejbyterians ,  and  others  epif copal,  but  we  heard  no 
tc  fuch  things  from  the  pulpits.  Some  men  think  that  the 
cc  preaching  of  thofe  days  was  mere  fanaticifm,  blcfling  the 
“  ufurpation,  railing  againft  bifliops,  or  deifying  Calvin  with 
“  an  infallibility;  but  Calvin  was  preached  no  farther  than 
“  Chrift  fpake  in  him  ;  Non  Calvinum fed  Chrijlum  pradi* 
“  cab  ant  N * 

The  truth  of  this  obfervation  will  appear  further,  by  men¬ 
tioning  the  names  of  fome  of  thofe  minifters,  whofe  learning 
and  piety  were  univerfaHy  acknowledged,  and  who  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  preaching  and  writing  as  good  fenfe,  and  to  as  good 
purpofe,  as  rgoft  of  their  fueceffors;  as  Dr.  Gilpin ,  Bates, 
Manton,  Jacomb,  Ozvcn,‘  Goodwin,  Collins ,  Con  ant ,  Grew , 


*  Conformift  Plea,  part  I.  in  pref.  and  p,  53, 
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Btirgefs,  and  Annejly ;  Mr.  Bowles,  Baxter ,  Clarkfon ,  Wood- 
bridge ,  Newcomen ,  Calamy ,  Jackfon ,  Pool,  Caryl ,  Charnock , 
Gwg*,  Jenkins ,  Gale,  Corbet ,  Cradock ,  Mattb .  Mead ,  Howe, 
Kentijh ,  A  If  op ,  Vincent,  Greenhjll,  S.  Clark,  Flavel ,  Phil  Hen¬ 
ry,  and  others  of  like  character,  “  whom  I  have  heard  vili- 
“  fied,  and  reprefented  according  to  the  fancies,  paffions,  or 
interefts  of  men,  (fays  a  learned  conformift)  but  I  dare  not 
“  but  be  juft  to  them,  as  to  eminent  profeffors  of  the  chrlftian 
faith,  and  think  that  common  chriftianity  has  fuffered  much 
“  by  their  filencing  and  difparagement.  A  great  part  of  the 
world  is  made  to  believe,  that  the  non-conformifts  are  not  fit 
to  be  employed  in  the  church,  nor  trailed  by  the  ftate;  but 
Cc  what  they  are  God  knows,  and  the  world  may  know,  if 
they  pleafe  to  confult  their  writings — They  are  not  to  them 
that  kndw  them,  what  they  are  reported  by  them  that 
know  them  not — I  know  them  fufficiently  to  make  me  be- 
wail  their  condition,  and  the  vaft  damage  to  thoufands  of 
<c  fouls  by  their  exclufion,  not  only  in  the  outlkirts,  but  in 
the  very  heart  of  England,  who  are  committed  in  many  parts 
<c  to  them  that  neither  can  nor  will  promote  their  everlaft- 
ing  interefts.”*  Upon  the  whole,  though  I  do  not  pretend 
that  all  the  ejefted  minifters  were  equally  learned,  piousj  and 
deferving,  yet  upon  a  calm  and  fedate  view  of  things  I  can¬ 
not  help  concluding,  that  in  the  main  they  were  a  body  of  as 
eminent  confejfors  for  truth  and  liberty  as  this  or  any  other  na¬ 
tion  has  produced. 

Many  complied  with  the  terms  of  conformity,  not  becaufe 
they  approved  them,  but  for  the  fake  of  their  families,  or  be¬ 
caufe  they  were  unwilling  to  be  buried  in  filence,  as  bifhop 
Reynolds,  Wilkins,  Hopkins ,  Fowler ,  See.  Several  young  ftu- 
dents,  who  were  defigned  for  the  pulpit,  applied  themfelves 
to  law  or  phyfick,  or  diverted  to  fome  fecular  employment. 
Bilhop  Kennet ,  in  order  to  extenuate  their  calamities, §  has 

*  Conform.  Plea,  in  pref.  part  i. 

|  To  fuppofe  that  more  than  2000  men  could  be  equal  in  worth  and 
piety,  would  be  to  admit  an  impoffibility ;  but  it  deferves  notice,  that  bifhop 
Kennet  is  fo  candid  as  to  limit  the  charge  offcandalous  lives  and  characters, 
or  of  a  conduCt  which  was  at  leaft  no  credit  to  the  caufe  for  which  they  fuf¬ 
fered,  to/me  .few  only.  Grey’s  Examination,  p.  332.  Ed. 

§Kennet#s  Chron.  p.  S8S,  Sec . 

taken 


1 


CHAP.  VI* 


OF  THE  PURITANS. 


taken  pains  to  point  out  the  favours  the  ejeffed  minifters  re* 
ceived  from  private  perfons:#  Some  (fays  he)  found  friends 
among  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who  relieved  their  neceffities; 
fome  were  taken  as  chaplains  into  good  families,  or  officiated 
in  hofpitals,  prifons,  or  chapels  of  eafe;  fome  became  tutors, 
or  fchool-mafters ;  fome  who  went  beyond  fea  were  well  re¬ 
ceived  in  foreign  parts;  fome  became  eminent  phyficians  and 
lawyers;  fome  had  good  eftates  of  their  own,  and  others  mar¬ 
ried  great  fortunes:  But  how  does  this  extenuate  the  guilt  of 
the  church  or  legiflature,  who  would  have  deprived  them  of 
thefe  retreats  if  it  had  been  in  their  power?  The  biffiop  adds, 
:c  Therefore  we  do  ill  to  charge  the  church  with  perfection , 
6  when  the  laws  were  made  by  the  civil  government  with  a  view 
:c  to  the  peace  andfafety  of  the  Jlate ,  rather  than  to  any  honour 
:c  or  interefl  of  the  church”  It  feems  therefore  the  load  of 
perfecution  mud  lie  wholly  upon  the  legiflature:  but  had  the 
3ifhops  and  clergy  no  hand  in  this  affair;  did  they  not  pufli 
:he  civil  government  upon  thefe  extremities,  and  not  only 
:oncur,  but  profecute  the  penal  laws  with  unrelenting  rigour 
throughout  the  greateft  part  of  this  reign?  The  church  and 
late  are  faid  to  be  fo  incorporated  as  to  make  but  one  conJli+ 
ution ,  and  the  penal  laws  are  ihifted  from  one  to  the  other 
ill  they  are  quite  loft;  the  church  cannot  be  charged  with  per - 
locution ,  becaufe  it  makes  no  laws;  nor  can  the  civil  govern  - 
nent  be  charged  with  it,  becaufe  it  makes  them  not  againft 
tonfcience,  but  with  a  view  to  the  fafety  of  the  ftate;°with 

uch  idle  fophifms  are  men  to  be  amufed,  when  it  is  to  cover 
i  reproach! 

Dr,  Bates  fays,  “  they  (the  minifters)  fell  a  facrifice  to  the 
c  wrath  and  revenge  of  the  old  clergy,  and  to  the  fervile 
c  compliance  of  the  young  gentry  with  the  court,  and  their 
•  diftafte  of  ferious.  religion.f  That  this  is  no  raffi  imputa- 
‘  tion  upon  the  ruling  clergy  is  evident  (fays  the  doftor)  not 


*  Dr.  Grey  has  given  the  pafTage  of  bifliop  Kennet  at  length,  which  Mr. 
Weal  has  here  noticed.  .  But  the  amount  of  the  bifhop’s  ftatement,  which 
uns  out  into  31  particulars,  only  fhews,  that  fome  men  were  more  equitable 
nd  kind  than  was  the  legiflature ;  and  that  they  who  fuffered  under  the 
peration  of  an  iniquitous  law,  met  with  relief  from  the  Tiind  diftcfals  of 

Divine.  Providence.  Ed. 


f  Baxter,  pc  xoi, 
0  C  2 
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“  only  fr°m  their  concurrence  in  paffing  thefe  laws,  (for 
<c  a^l°ns  have  a  language  as  convincing  as  thofe  of  words) 
“  but  from  Dr.  Sheldon  their  great  leader,  who  expreffed 
“  his  fears  to  the  earl  of  Mancbefter  left  the  prefbyterians 
“  fhould  comply.  The  aft  was  palled  after  the  king  had  en¬ 
gaged  his  faith  and  honour  in  his  declaration  from  Breda 
“  to  preferve  liberty  of  confcience  inviolable;  which  promife 
“  opened  the  way  for  his  reftoration;  and  after  the  royalifts 
“  had  given  public  aflurance,  that  all  former  animofities  Ihould 
“  be  laid  afide  as  rubbifh,  under  the  foundation  of  univerfal 
<c  concord.”  T 

Sad  were  the  calamities  of  far  the  greater  part  of  tliefc 
unhappy  fufferers,  who  with  their  families  muft  have  periflied, 
if  private  colleftions  in  London,  and  divers  places  of  the 
country,  had  not  been  made  for  their  fubfiftence.*  Bifliop 
Burnet  fays,  they  caft  themfelves  on  the  providence  of  God, 
and  the  charity  of  friends.  The  reverend  and  pious  Mr. 
Thomas  Gouge,  late  of  St.  Sepulchre’s,  was  their  advocate, 
who  with  two  or  three  of  his  brethren,  made  frequent  ap¬ 
plication  to  feveral  worthy  citizens,  of  whom  they  received 
conliderable  funis  of  money  for  fome  years,  till  that  charity 
was  diverted  into  another  channel;  but  neverthelefs  “  many 
“  hundreds  of  them,  (according  to  Mr.  Baxter^')  with  their 
“  wives  and  children,  had  neither  houfe  nor  bread ;f  the  peo- 
“  pie  they  left  were  not  able  to  relieve  them,  nor  durft  they 
“  if  they  had  been  able,  becaufe  it  would  have  been  called  a 
“  maintenance  of  fchifm  or  faftion.  Many  of  the  minifters, 
“  being  afraid  to  lay  down  their  miniftry  after  they  had  been 
“  ordained  to  it,  preached  to  fuch  as  would  hear  them,  in 
“  fields  and  private  houfes,  till  they  were  apprehended  and 
“  caft  into  gaols,  where  many  of  them  petifhed. — The  peo- 
“  pie  were  no  -lefs  divided,  fome  conformed,  and  others  were  • 

.  ’  A.  ,  '  K 

*  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  838,  192.  §  Life,  part  ii.  p.  385. 

*f  The  obfervation  made,  not  long  before  he  died  by  the  excellent  Mr, 
Philip  Henry ,  who  furvived  thefe  times,  deferves  to  be  mentioned  here.  It 
was,  that  “  though  many  of  the  eje6ted  minifters  were  brought  very  low,  had 
“  many  children,  were  greatly  harraffed  by  perfecution,  and  their  friends 
generally  poor  and  unable  to  lupport  them  ;  yet  in  all  his  acquaintance  he 
cc  never  knew  nor  could  remember  to  have  heard  of  any  non-conformift  mi- 
niker  in  prifon  for  debt.”  P.  Henry’s  Life,  p,  74,  2d  ed.  Ed. 

cc  driven 

-  --4 
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«  driven  to  a  greater  diftance  from  the  church,  and  refolved 
“  to  abide  by  their  faithful  pallors  at  all  events:  They  mur- 
«  mured  at  the  government,  and  called  the  bilhops  and  con- 
“  forming  clergy  cruel  perfecutors;  for  which,  and  for  their 
cc  frequenting  the  private  affemblies  of  their  minillers,  they 
“  were  fined  and  imprifoned,  till  many  families  left  their  na- 
“  tive  country,  and  fettled  in  the  plantations. 0 

The  prelbyterian  minillers,  though  men  of  gravity,  and  far 
advanced  in  years,  were  rallied  in  the  pulpits  under  the  op¬ 
probrious  name  of fchismaticks  and  fanaticks ;  they  were  ex- 
pofed  in  the  play-houfe,  and  infulted  by  the  mob,  infomuch 
that  they  were  obliged  to  lay  afide  their  habits,  and  walk  in 
djfguife.  cc  Such  magillrates  were  put  into  commifiion  as  ex- 
“  ecuted  the  penal  laws  with  feverity.  Informers  were  en- 
“  couraged  and  rewarded.  It  is  impoffible  (fays  the  Conform - 
u  ijl  Plea  for  the  Non-Co  nformijl*')  to  relate  the  number  of  the 
“  fufferings  both  of  minillers  and  people;  the  great  trials, 
“  with  hardfhips  upon  their  perfons,  eftates  and  families,  by 
“  uncomfortable  feparations,  difperfions,  unfettlements  and 
u  removes;  difgraces,  reproaches,  imprifonments,  chargeable 
“  journies,  expences  in  law,  tedious  fickneffes,  and  incurable 
u  difeafes  ending  in  death;  great  difquietments  and  frights  to 
u  the  wives  and  families,  and  their  doleful  effects  upon  them. 
“  Their  congregations  had  enough  to  do  befides  a  fmall 
“  maintenance,  to  help  them  out  of  prifons,  or  maintain  them 
“  there.  Though  they  were  as  frugal  as  poffible  they  could 
£C  hardly  live;  fome  lived  on  little  more  than  brown  bread 
cc  and  water;  many  had  but  eight  or  ten  pounds  a  year  to 
maintain  a  family,  fothat  a  piece  offtefh  has  not  come  to 
one  of  their  tables  in  fix  weeks  time;  their  allowance  could 
“  fcarce  afford  them  bread  and  cheefe.  One  went  to  plough 
“  fix  days  and  preached  oil  the  Lord's  day.  Another  was 
“  forced  to  cut  tobacco  for  a  livelihood.  The  zealous  juf- 
tices  of  peace  knew  the  calamities  of  the  mlnijiers ,  when 
they  i filled  out  warrants  upon  fome  of  the  hearers ,  becaufe 
;c  of  the  poverty  of  the  preachers.  Out  of  refpeft  to  the  » 
“  worth  and  modeffy  of  fome  of  them,  (fays  my  author^)  1 
“  forbear  their  names."  Upon  thefe  foundations,  ami  with 

*  Part  iv.  p.  40.  §  Ibid,  part  iv.  p.  43.  * 
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thefe  triumphs,  was  the  prefent  conflitution  of  the  church  of 
Lag  and  reftored.  I  (hall  make  no  further  remarks  upon  it 
but  leave  it  to  the  cenfure  of  the  reader.  * 

,,  A™0,ng  rthe  prefbyterian  divines  who  died  this  year,  was 
educated  in  Chrift.church, 

grees  in  arts,  and  was  prefented  to  the  living  of  Great- 

ud worth  m  Cheflnre.  He  was  afterwards  prebendary  of 
er,  an  fubdean,  and  clerk  of  the  convocation  once  or 
twice.  In  the  year  1641,  he  took  part  with  the  parliament 
was  one  o.  the  aflembly  of  divines,  chairman  of  the  com! 
mittee  for  examination  of  miniflers,  and  prefident  of  Sion 
college.  In  the  year  1645,  he  fucceeded  Dr.  Hyde  in  the 
1  leu  parfonage  of  Brightwell,  Berks.  In  1 653,  he  was  one 
of  the  fryers  and  at  length  obtained  the  reftory  of  SolyhulJ 
in  Warwickfhire,  but  having  broken  a  vein  by  over-ftrainino- 
lumfelf  in  fpeaking,  he  refigned  his  living,  and-  retired  to 
Sutton-Colfield,  where  he  died,  May  1 6,  1 662,  in  the  feventy- 
ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  very  learned  perfon,  well 
lead  in  the  fathers  and  councils,  a  popular  preacher,  a  pious 

m  y°Ur  C!mftian’  and  one  of  the  main  pillars  (fays  Mr. 

It  ttod*)  of  the  prefbyterian  caufe. 

Mr.  Henry  Jeanes,  M,  A.  was  born  in  Somerfetfliire  about 
t_.e  year  1611,  and  educated  in  New-Inn,  and  afterwards  in 
fiart-Hall,  Oxon,  where  he  took  the  degrees  in  arts,  and 
entered  into  holy  orders.  .  He  was  an  admired  preacher  in 
the  umverlity,  and  was  quickly  preferred  to  the  rectory  of 
Beercrocomb,  and  the  vicarage  of  Kingflon  in  Somerfetfliire. 
In  tne  year  1641,  he  doled  with  the  parliament,  and  became 
rector  of  Chedfoy  near  Bridgwater.  Here  he  took  into  his 
family  feveral  young  perfons,  and  inflru&ed  them  in  the  li¬ 
beral  arts  and  fciences;  he  was  a  mofl  excellent  philofopher, 
a  noted  metaphyfician,  and  well  verfed  in  polemical  divinity. 
With  all  ^theie  qualifications  (lays  Mr,  Wood^')  he  was  a  con¬ 
temner  or  tne  world,  generous,  free-hearted,  jolly,  witty, 
4nd  facetious,  He  wrote  many  books,  and  died  in  the  city 
or  ^Weds  a  little  before  the  fatal  day  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  church  there,  atatis  52. 


f  Athei},  Oxob.  vol.  ii.  p.  190. 
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Dr.  Humphrey  Chambers  was  born  in  Somerfetfhire,  and 
educated  in  Univerfity  college,  Oxon.  In  the  year  1623, 
he  was  mad^  reCtor  of  Claverton  in  Somerfetfhire,  but  was 
afterwards  filenced  by  his  diocefan,  bifhop  Piers ,  for  preach¬ 
ing  up  the  morality  of  the  fabbath,  and  imprifoned  foi  two 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  affembly  of  divines.  In  the  year 
1648,  he  was  created  79.  D.  and  had  the  rich  reCtory  of 
Pewfey  given  him  by  the  earl  of  Pembroke.  After  the  king  s 
reftoration  he  kept  his  living  till  the  very  day  die  a  Ct  of  uni¬ 
formity  took  place,  when  having  preached  Ips  faiewell  fer- 
mon  on  PfaL  cxxvi.  6,  he  went  home,  fell  fick  and  died,  and 
was  buried  in  his  church  at  Pewfey,  Sept.  8,  without  the  fei- 
vice  of  the  church,  which  had  juft  then  taken  place. h 

Mr.  Simeon  JJh  was  educated  in  Emanuel  college,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  His  firft  ftation  in  the  church  was  in  Staffordfhire, 
where  he  contracted  an  acquaintance  with  the  moft  eminent 
puritans.  He  was  difplaced  from  his  living  for  refufing  to 
read  the  book  of  fports ,  and  not  conforming  to  the  ceremo¬ 
nies.  After  fome  time  he  got  liberty  to  preach  in  an  exempt 
church  at  Wroxhall,  under  the  protection  of  fir  John  Bur -  . 
goign ;  and  elfewhere,  under  the  lord  Brooks  in  Warwickfhire, 
Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war  he  became  chaplain 
to  the  earl  of  Manchefter ,  and  had  a  confiderable  part  in  the 
Cambridge  vifitation.  After  the  king’s  death  he  vigoroufly 
oppofed  the  new  commonwealth,  and  declaimed  publickly 
againft  the  engagement .  He  was  concerned  in  all  the  defigns 
for  bringing  in  the0  king,  and  went  with  other  London  di¬ 
vines  to  congratulate  his  majefty  at  Breda.  He  was  a  chrif- 
tian  of  primitive  fimplicity,  and  a  non-conformift  of  the  old 
ftamp,  being  eminently  iincere,  charitable,  holy,  and  of  a 
cheerful  fpirit.  He  had  a  good  paternal  eft  ate,  and  was  very 
hofpitable,  his  houfe  being  much  frequented  by  his  brethren, 
by  whom  he  was  highly  efteemed.  He  died  in  an  advanced 
age  on  the  very  evening  before  Bartholomew-day,  in  a  cheer¬ 
ful  and  firm  expectation  of  a  future  happinefs.  • 

Mr.  Edward  Bowles ,  M.  A.  born  1613,  and  educated  in 
Katherine  hall,  Cambridge,  under  Dr.  Sibbes  and  Dr.  Brown - 

f  Calamy,  vol.ii.  p.  753,  or  Palmer’s  Nonconf.  Memorial,  vol,  ii,  p.  509, 
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rigge.  He  was  firfh  chaplain  to  the  earl  of  Manchefler  and 
upon  the  reduflion  of  York  d*  partial  feSb’fa 

city.  He  was  a  wife  and  prudent  man,  having  a  dear  head  and 
a  warm  heart  ;  air  excellent  fcholar,  and  an  ufeful  preacher 
He  attended  lord  Fairfax  when  general  Monk  paffed  thro’ 

parliament  a‘\d  prefeiUed  an  addrefs  t0  *e  general  for  a  free 
pai  1  ament.  He  was  very  zealous  and  aftive  in  promoting 

the  king  s  reiteration,  and  waited  on  his  majelly  with  lord 
Fairfax  at  breda.  It  is  credibly  reported  that  the  deanery 
ot  \  ork  was  offered  him,  but  not  being  fatisfied  with  con¬ 
formity,  he  was  excluded  the  minfler ,  though  he  continued 
pleaching  at  Allhallows,  and  afterwards  at  St.  Martin’s  as 
he  had  opportunity.!  When  the  fatal  Bartholomew-day 
approached  he  grew  fick  of  the  times,  and  died  in  the  flower 

o  lus  life,  aged  forty-nine,  and  was  buried  on  the  eve  of 
ot.  Bartholomew,  1662. 


[In  the  preceding  year  there  paffed  an  aft  for  regulating 
the  prefs,  enaftmg,  “  that  no  private  perfon,  or  perfons 

tt  fl ll°uld  Prmt>  or  caufe  to  be  printed,  any  book  or  pam- 
phlet  whatloever,  unlefs  the  fame  was  firft  lawfully  li- 
cenleJ  and  authorifed  to  be  printed  by  certain  per- 
Ions  appointed  by  the  aft  to  licenfe  the  fame;  viz.  Law 
books  by  the  Ior,d  chancellor,  or  one  of  the  chief  juftices, 

«  °n  ^  ihe  C^’e^  ^aron:  books  of  hiftory ,  or  concerning 
Jtate-ajfairs ,  by  one  of  the  principal  ffecretaries  of  Hate ; 

J  on  heraldry ,  by  the  earl  marflial;  arid  all  other  books, 
}•  e-  to  laV  all  novels,  romances ,  and  fairy  tales ,  and  all 
books  about  philofophy,  mathematicks,  physick,  divinity,  or 
love,  by  the  lord  archbifhop  of  Canterbury ,  or  the  bifliop 
^  of  London  tor  the  time  being.”  66  The  framers  of  this 
“  curious  aft,”  obferves  lord  Stanhope,  “no  doubt,  fuppofmg 
“  ^hat  tIleie  riZht  reverend  prelates  were,  of  all  men  in  the 
kingdom,  mod  converfant  with  all  thefe  fubjefts.”  This 
act  commenced  in  June  1662,  and  palled  only  for  two  years. 
It  was  continued  by  an  aft  of  the  16th  of  Charles  II.  and  by 
another  aft  of  the  17th  of  the  fame  reign;  and  in  a  few 
months  afterwards  it  expired.  We  piay  form  fome  idea  of 

f  Calamy,  vol.  i i.  p.  779—782,  or  Palmer’s  Nonconf.  Mem, rol,  ii,  p.  580. 
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the  private  mftru&ions  given  to  the  licenfer,  as  well  as  of 
his  exceflive  caution  and  ignorant  zeal,  when  we  are  allured, 
that  on  his  taking  exception  to  the  following  lines  in  Milton’s 
Paradife  Loft,  that  admirable  poem  had  like  to  have  been 
fupprefted, 

“  As  when  the  fun,  new  rifen, 

“  Looks  through  the  horizontal  myfty  air 
cc  Shorn  of  his  beams;  or  from  behind  the  moon 
cc  In  dim  eclipfe,  difafterous  twilight  flreds 
“  On  half  the  nation,  and  with  fear  of  change 
“  Perplexes  monarchies/’ 

Stanhope  on  the  Rights  of  Juries,  p.  64,  &c.  Secret  IiiL 
tory  of  the  Court  and  Reign  of  Charles  II.  vol.  i.  p.  441, 
note;  and  Dr.  Harris’s  Life  of  Charles  II.  vol.  ii.  p.  263 — ? 
274.  Ed.] 
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From  the  Jlcl  of  Uniformity  to  the  Banifhment  of  the 
Far  l  of  Clarendon  tn  the  Fear  1667. 

*—1662. — •  '  1 

AT  this  time,  fays  bifhop  Burnet ,  the  name  of  puritans 
was  changed  into  that  of  Protestant  non-con- 
(  FQRMisi  s,  who  were  fubdivided  into  prejbyterians^indepen- 
dants ,  anabaptifts ,  and  quakers  ;  thefe  being  fhut  out  of  the 
eftablifhment,  had  nothing  now  in  view  but  a  toleration, 
which  the  credulous  preibyterians  faid  they  had  ftrong  affu- 
ranees  of,  before  the  aft  of  uniformity  paffed  into  a  law;  but 
in  this  they  were  difappointed,  as  well  as  in  every  thing  elfe; 
lor  which  the  independants  told  them  they  might  thank  them- 
felves,  becaufe  their  managers  had  protefted  againft  including 
the  papifts ;  whereas  the  legiflature  and  the  bilhops  were 
concerned  to  prevent  any  mifehief  from  that  quarter,  and  to 
their  care  the  preibyterians  fhould  have  left  it.j*  Some  ob- 
ierving  how  much  the  court  arid  parliament  were  fet  againft 
them,  were  for  removing  with  their  minifters  to  Holland ; 
and  others  propofed  New-England;  but  the  papifts,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  earl  or  BriJloV s  houfe,  agreed  to  do  what¬ 
ever  they  could  to  keep  the  non-conformifts  in  England,  and 
buoy  them  up  with  hopes  of  a  toleration. 

The  king  was  a  concealed  Roman  catholick,  and  had 
I  warms  of  that  perfuafion  about  his  perfon  and  court,  who 
had  fought  for  his  father  in  the  wars,  or  been  civil  to  him 
in  his  exile;  their  defign  was  to  introduce  a  toleration  of 
their  religion,  by  the  royal  indulgence,  in  common  with 
other  diffenters  from  the  eftablifhment;  and  the  king  was  fo 
far  in  their  meafures,  that  he  declared  openly  he  would  give 
liberty  to  all  or  none .  The  court  was  therefore  content  that 
the  act  cf  uniformity  fhould  pafs  in  the  fevereft  terms,  on 


t  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  282. 
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purpofe  to  make  the  number  of  diffenters  more  confiderable ; 
mid  when  this  was  objefted,  it  was  replied,  the  more  dijfen¬ 
ters  the  better ,  becaufe  it  will  make  a  toleration  more  needful, 
in  which  thexpapifts  will  be  included.  J  The  papifts  had  two 
maxims  from  which  they  never  departed;  one  was,  to  keep 
themf elves  united ,  and  promote  a  general  toleration ,  or  a  general 
profecution .  The  other,  to  divide  the  protejlants  as  much  as 
poffible  among  themf elves .  For  this  reafon  the  fwbrd  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  fuch  magiftrates  as  would  inflame  the  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  exafperate  their  fpirits  one  againft  the  other. 
Nor  were  there  wanting  fome  hot-headed  young  clergymen, 
who  ran  greedily  into  the  fnare,  and  became  the  tools  of 
popery  and  arbitrary  power,  till  the  proteftant  religion  was 
expiring,  and  mud  inevitably  have  been  loft,  had  it  not  been 
revived  almoft  by  a  miracle.  With  a  like  view  the  laws 
againft  prophanenefs  and  immorality  were  relaxed,  men’s 
morals  were  neglefted,  interludes,  mafquerades,  promifcuouS 
dancing,  prophane  lwearing,  drunkennefs,  and  an  univerfal 
diflblution  of  manners,  were  connived  at,  and  the  very  name 
of  godlinefs  became  a  reproach. 

The  parliament,  being  made  up  of  a  fet  of  penfioners  and 
mercenaries,  went  into  all  the  court  meafures,  and  enafted 
more  penal  laws  for  religion,  than  it  may  be  all  the  parlia¬ 
ments  put  together  fince  the  reformation.  They  prefled  the 
aft  of  uniformity  with  inflexible  rigour,  and  enforced  it  with 
fo  many  other  penal  laws,  that  under  their  wing  popery 
gVew  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  threaten  the  extirpation  of  the 
Northern  herefy .  At  length  many  of  the  members  being 
dead,  and  others  grown'  fat  with  the  fpoils  of  the  publick, 
they  would  have  retrieved  their  errors,  and  diftinguifhed 
between  proteftant  non-conformifts  and  popifo  rccufants ,  but  it 
was  too  late;  and  the  king  having  found  ways  and  means 
to  fubfift  without  parliaments,  refolved  to  adhere  by  his 
ftanding  maxim,  to  give  eafe  to  all  dif enters  or  to  none . 

It  is  impollible  to  excufe  the  clergy  from  their  fhare  in  the 
troubles  of  this  reign.  If  the  convocation  of  1662,  in  their 
review  of  the  liturgy,  had  made  any  amendments  for  the 
fatisfaftion  of  the  prefbyterians,  they  would  undoubtedly 
have  palled  both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  healed  in  fome 

t  Burnet,  vol.  i,  p.  285. 
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meafure  the  divillons  of  the  church;  but  they  were  actuated 

levenge,  and  not  only  promoted  fuch  laws  as 
might  deprive  the  preibyterians  of  the  power  of  hurtino- 
them  for  the  future;  but  aflided  in  putting  them  in  execm 
non.  None  had  a  greater  fhare  in  inflaming  the  minds  of 
tho  people,  and  in  founding  the  trumpet  to  perfecution. 
But  here  the  reader  mull:  didinguidi  between  thofe  zealots, 
who,  from  refentment,  bigotry,  or  finider  views,  fet  them’ 
lei ves  to  encourage  and  promote  all  the  methods  of  oppref- 
flon  and  tyranny;  and  thofe,  who,  though  they  complied 
vum  the  terms  of  conformity  themielves,  were  difpofed  to 
an  accommodation  with  the  proteftant  non-conformids  upon 
moderate  terms. 

1  he  bifliops  were  generally  of  the  former  fort;  they  were 
old  and  exafperated,  fond  of  their  perfecuting  principles, 
and  fearful  of  every  thing  that  tended  to  relieve  the  pref¬ 
byterians,  They  went  with  zeal  into  all  the  flavilh  doctrines 
of  the  prerogative,  and  voted  with  the  court  in  every  thing 
they  required.  But  even  fome  of  thefe  bifliops,  who  at 
iinl  were  very  zealous  to  throw  the  prefbyterians  out  of  the 
church,  afterwards  grew  more  temperate.  Dr.  Laney,  bifliop 
of  Peterborough,  who  made  a  great  buftle  in  the  Savoy  con¬ 
ference,  was  willing  at  length  to  wipe  his  hands  of  the  dirty 
work,  and  (to  ule  his  own  expreflion)  could  look  through 
bis  fingers,  and  fuller  a  worthy  non-conlormifl  to  preach  pub- 
lickly  near  him  for  years  together, — Bifliop  Saunderfon  had 
a  roll  of  non-conformift  minillers  under  his  angry  eye,  de~ 
iigned  for  difcipline,  but  when  he  was  near  his  end,  he  or¬ 
dered  the  roll  to  be  burnt,  and  faid  he  would  die  in  peace. — 
And  moil:  remarkable  is  the  paflage  in  the  lad  will  and  tef- 
tameot  of  Dr.  Cojins ,  bifliop  of  Durham,  a  zealous  enemy 
of  the  prefbyterians,  and  who  had  met  with  ill  ufage  in  the 
late  times. — 66  I  take  it  to  be  my  duty,  (fays  he)  and  that  of 
all  the  bifliops  and  minillers  of  the  church,  to  do  our  ut- 
cc  mod  endeavour,  that  at  lad  an  end  may  be  put  to  the  dif- 
ferences  of  religion,  or  at  lead  that  they  may  be  leflened/1 
Such  was  the  different  temper  of  -this  learned  prelate  in  the 
vigour  of  life,  and  when  he  came  to  review  things  calmly 
on  his  dying  bed.  To  thefe  may  be  added  bifliop  Gauden , 
Wilkins ,  Reynolds,  and  a  few  others,  who  were  always  mo¬ 
derate, 
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derate,  and  are  faid  to  carry  the  wounds  of  the  church  111 
their  hearts  to  the  grave;  but  the  far  greater  majority  of 
the  bench,  efpecially  thofe  who  frequented  the  court,  were 
of  different  principles. 

The  like  may  be  obferved  of  the  inferior  clergy,  who 
were  divided,  a  few  years  after,  into  thofe  of  the  court  and 
the  country  \  the  former  were  of  an  angry  fuperflitious  fpirit, 
and  far  more  ftrenuous  for  a  few  indifferent  ceremonies,  than 
for  the  peace  of  the  church,  or  its  more  important  articles; 
their  fermons  were  filled  with  the  reverence  due  to  their  holy 
mother ,  with  the  facred  dignity  of  their  own  indelible  cha- 
r afters,  with  the  flavifh  doftrines  of  pafiive-obedience  and 
non-refiftance,  and  with  the  moft  bitter  raillery  and  inveftives 
againft  the  routed  prefbyterians;  they  encouraged  theenaft- 
ing  fevere  laws,  and  carried  them  into  execution  as  long  as 
their  fuperiors  would  permit,  without  any  regard  to  mercy 
or  merit;  but  took  comparatively  little  or  no  care,  by  their 
doftrine  or  example,  of  the  morals  of  the  people,  which 
were  fhamefully  neglefted  throughout  the  nation.  The 
clergy  of  this  charafter  were  by  far  the  more  numerous  for 
twenty  years  after  the  reftoration;  the  tide  of  church  pre¬ 
ferments  running  in  this  channel,  and  their  doftrines  being 
the  mod  fafiiionable. 

The  country  clergy  were  of  a  quite  different  fpirit;  they 
were  determined  proteflants  and  true  churchmen,  but  more 
difpofed  to  a  coalition  with  proteftant  diffenters  than  with 
pap  ills:  Among  thefe  were  the  Tillotfons ,  Stilling fleets , 
Whitchcots j  Wilkins ,  Cudworths ,  &c.  men  of  the  firft  rank  for 
learning,  fobriety  and  virtue;  they  were  the  moll  eminent 
preachers  of  the  age,  whofe  fermons  and  writings  did  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  church  of  England,  and  fupported  its  charafter 
in  the  worfl  of  times.  They  lamented  the  corruptions  and 
vices  of  the  people,  and  flood  in  the  gap  againft  an  inunda¬ 
tion  of  popery  and  tyranny;  but  their  numbers  were  fmall, 
becaufe  the  road  to  preferment  lay  another  way:  and  when 
the  high  church  clergy  had  betrayed  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  and  the  caufe  of  the  proteftant  religion,  into  the 
hands  of  the  papifls,  thefe  appeared  boldly  in  their  defence, 
difanned  their  adveriaries,  and  faved  the  nation. 
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When  therefore  we  fpeak  of  the  furious  proceedings  0f 
the  bifhops  and  clergy,  it  muff  not  be  underflood  of  the 
whole  body,  but  only  of  thofe  who  were  tools  of  a  corrupt 
court  and  mimflry,  and  who,  out  of  ignorance  or  other  pri- 

vate  and  perfonal  motives,  went  blindfold  into  all  their  de- 
ftru&ive  meafurcs. 

Bifhop  Burnet ,  in  his  book  againfl  the  author  of  Parlia- 
mentum  Pacificum ,  has  the  following  remarkable  paffage : 
It  is  well  known,  that  thofe  who  were  fecretly  papifts,and 
difguifed  their  religion,  as  the  king  himfelf  did,  animated 
“  cIlief  men  of  the  church  to  carry  the  points  of  unifor¬ 
mity  as  high  as  poilible  That  there  might  be  many  non- 
conlormifls,  and  great  occafion  for  a  toleration,  under 
“  which  popery  might  creep  in;  for  if  the  king’s  declaration 
from  Breda  had  taken  place,  of  two  thoufand  -miniflers 
that  \\  ct  e  tui  ned  out,  above  ieventeen  hundred  had  flayed 
in ,  but  the  practice  of  the  papifts  had  too  great  an  m- 
“  fluence  on  the  churchmen,  whole  fpirits  were  too  much 
fouled  by  their  ill  ufage  during  the  war;  nor  were  they 
without  fuccefs  on  the  diffenters,  who  were  fecretly  en- 
couiaged  to  itand  out,  and  were  told,  that  the  king's  tem- 
“  per  and  principles ,  and  the  confideration  of  trade,  would 
“  certainly  procure  them  a  toleration.  Thus  they  tampered 
“  with  both  parties;  liberty  of  confcience  was  their  profef- 
Sk  lion,  but  when  a  feffion  of  parliament  came,  and  the  king 
“  wanted  money,  then  a  new  fevere  law  againfl  the  diffent- 
“  ers  was  offered  to  the  angry  men  of  the  church  party  as 
“  the  price  of  it ;  and  this  feldom  failed  to  have  its  effeft ; 

“  fo  that  they  were  like  the  jewels  of  the  crown,  pawned 
“  when  the  king  needed  money,  but  redeemed  at  the  next 
<£  prorogation.” 

The  fame  prelate  obferves  in  another  performance,  “  that 
r‘£  the  firfl  fpirit  of  feverity  was  heightened  by  the  praftices  of 
“  the  papifls. — That  many  churchmen,  who  underflood  not 
“  the  principles  of  human  fociety,  and  the  rules  of  the  En- 
“  glifh  government,  wrote  feveral  extravagant  treatifes  about 
“  the  meafures  of  fubmijfion ;  that  the  diffenters  were  put  to 
“  great  hardflvips  in  many  parts  of  England.”  But  con¬ 
cludes,  that  <£  He  muff  have  the  brow  of  a  jefuit  that  can 
£<  cafl  this  wholly  upon  the  church  of  England,  and  free  the 

££  court 
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«  court  of  it.  Upon  the  whole  matter  (fays  his  lordfhip) 
“  it  is  evident,  that  the  paffions  and  infirmities  of  fome 
“  of  the  church  of  England  being  unhappily  ftirred  up  by 
<c  the  dififenters,  they  were  fatally  conduced  by  the  popifh 
«  party  to  be  the  inftruments  of  doing  a  great  deal  of  mif- 
«  chief.” 

But  to  go  on  with  the  hiftory :  three  days  after  the  aft  of 
uniformity  took  place,  the  filenced  minifters  prefented  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  his  majefty  for  a  toleration*  by  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Manton ,  Dr.  Bates ,  and  Mr.  Calamy ,  to  this  effeft;  “  that 
6C  having  had  former  experience  of  his  majefty’ s  clemency 

and  indulgence,  fome  of  the  London  minifters,  who  are 
“  like  to  be  deprived  of  all  future  ufefulnefs  by  the  late 
“  aft  of  uniformity,  humbly  caft  themfelves  at  his  majefty  *s 
cc  feet,  defiring  him  of  his  princely  wifdom  to  take  fome  ef- 
“  feftual  courfe,  that  they  may  be  continued  in  their  mini- ' 
“  ftry,  to  teach  his  people  obedience  to  God  and  his  majefty; 
u  and  they  doubt  not  but  by  their  dutiful  and  peaceable  be- 
“  haviour,  they  {hall  render  themfelves  not  altogether  un- 
£C  worthy  of  fo  great  a  favour.”  J  The  matter  being  debated 
next  day  in  council,  his  majefty  gave  his  opinion  for  an  in¬ 
dulgence  if  it  was  feafible.  Others  were  for  conniving  at 
the  more  eminent  divines,  and  putting  curates  into  their 
churches  to  read  the  fervice  till  they  ftiould  die  off':*  This 
was  the  opinion  of  the  earl  of  Manchefter ,  who  urged  it 
with  a  great  deal  of  earneftnefs;  but  lord  Clarendon  was  for 
the  ftrift  execution  of  the  law:  <c  Surely  (fays  he)  there 
<c  cannot  be  too  intent  a  care  in  kings  and  princes  to  pre- 
“  ferve  and  maintain  all  decent  forms  and  ceremonies  both 
<c  in  church  and  ftate,  which  keeps  up  the  reverence  due  to 
“  religion,  a§,  well  as  the  duty  and  dignity  due  to  the  go- 
“  vernment  and  the  majefty  of  kings. ”§  Bifttop  Sheldon 

was  of  the  fame  fide,  and  declared,  that  if  the  aft  was  fuf- 
pended  he  could  not  maintain  his  epifcopal  authority;  that 
this  would  render  the  legiflature  rediculous,  and  be  "the  oc- 
cafion  of  endlefs  diftraftions.jj  England  is  accuftomed  to 
to  obey  laws,  (fays  he)  fo  that  while  we  ftand  on  that  ground 
we  are  fafe;  and  to  anfwer  all  objeftions,  he  undertook  to 

t  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  753.  *  Ibid.  p.  730,  742. 
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till  the  vacant  pulpits  more  to  the  people’s  fatisfachon.  By 
fuch  arguments,  delivered  with  great  earneftnefs  and  zeal, 

they  prevailed  with  the  council  to  let  the  law  take  place  for 
the  prefent. 

Neverthelefs,  about  four  months  after,  his  majefty  pub- 
lilhed  a  declaration  to  all  his  loving  fubjefts,  by  advice  of 
his  privy  council,  dated  December  26,  1662,  in  which,  after 
reciting  thofe  words  of  his  declaration  from  Breda,  relating 
to  his  giving  liberty  to  tender  confciences,  and  his  readinefs 
to  confent  to  an  aft  of  parliament  for  that  purpofe,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  adds,  As  all  thefe  things  are  frefh  in  our  memory,  fo 
are  we  ftill  firm  in  the  refolution  of  performing  them  to 
u  the  full.  But  it  muft  not  be  wondered  at,  fince  that  par- 
cc  liament  to  which  thofe  promifes  were  made,  never  thought 
“  fit  to  offer  us  an  aft  for  that  purpofe,  that  we  being  fo 
“  zealous  as  we  are  {and  by  the  grace  of  God  Jhall  ever  be) 
“for  the  maintenance  of  the  true  protejlant  religion ,  fliould 
“  give  its  eftablifhment  the  precedency  before  matters  of  in- 
“  dulgence  to  dilfenters  from  it;  but  that  being  done,  we 
are  glad  to  renew  to  all  our  fubjefts  concerned  in  thofe 
“  promifes  of  indulgence  this  aflurance,  That  as  for  what 
“  concerns  the  penalties  upon  thofe,  who  (living  peaceably) 
“  do  not  conform  to  the  church  of  England  through  fcruple, 
or  tendernefs  of  mifguided  confcience,  but  modeftly,  and 
“  without  fcandal,  perform  their  devotions  in  their  own 
46  way,  we  fliall  make  it  our  fpecial  care,  as  far  as  in  us  lies, 
cc  without  invading  the  freedom  of  parliament,  to  incline 
“  their  wifdom  at  the  next  approaching  feffions,  to  concur 
“  with  us  in  making  fome  aft  for  that  purpofe,  as  may  ena- 
“  ble  us  to  exercife  with  a  more  univerfal  fatisfaftion  that 
“  power  of  difpenfing  which  we  conceive  to  be  inherent  in  us ; 
“  nor  can  we  doubt  of  their  cheerful  co-operating  with  us 
“  in  a  thing  wherein  we  conceive  ourfelves  fo  far  engaged 
“  both  in  honour,  and  in  what  we  owe  to  the  peace  of  our 
cc  dominion!,  which  we  profefs  we  can  never  think  fecure 
“  whilfl  there  fliall  be  a  colour  left  to  difaffefted  perfons 
“  to  inflame  the  minds  of  fo  many  multitudes  upon  the  fcore 
“  of  confcience,  with  defpair  of  ever  obtaining  any  effeft 
“  of  our  promifes  for  their  cafe.” 
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Iiis  majefty  then  proceeds  to  obviate  the  objeftion  of  his 
favouring  papifts;  and  after  having  avowed  to  the  world 
the  due  fenfe  he  had  of  their  having  deferved  well  from  his 
royal  father,  and  from  himfelf,  and  even  from  the  proteffant 
religion,  in  adhering  to  them  with  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
for  the  maintenance  of  their  crown  in  the  religion  eftabliftied, 
he  declares,  that  “  it  is  not  in  his  intention  to  exclude  them 
u  from  all  benefit  from  fuch  an  aft  of  indulgence,  but  that 
“  they  are  not  to  expeft  an  open  toleration;  but  refers  the 
“  manner  to  the  approaching  feffions  of  parliament,  which 
4C  he  doubts  not  will  concur  with  him  in  the  performance  of 
cc  his  promifes.”— He  concludes,  u  with  hoping  that  all  his 
“  fubjefts,  with  minds  happily  compofed  by  his  clemency 
cc  and  indulgence,  (inftead  of  taking  up  thoughts  of  deferting 
<c  their  profeffions,  or  tranfplanting)  will  apply  themfelves 
“  comfortably,  and  with  redoubled  induftry,  to  their  feveral 
“  vocations,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  private  intereft  of  every 
“  one  in  particular  may  encourage  him  to  contribute  cheer- 
fully  to  the  general  profperity. 

“  Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  this  26th  of  December, 
6 6  in  the  14th  year  of  our  reign/* 

This  declaration  was  thought  to  be  framed  at  Somerfet- 
houfe,  where  the  queen-mother  kept  her  court,  without  the 
knowledge  of  lord  CAarendm  or  bilhop  Sheldon ;  and,  ac- 
cording  to  Burnet ,  was  the  refult  of  a  council  of  papifts  at 
the  earl  of  Bri/lol’s ,  (who  were  under  an  oath  of  fecrecy) 
and  of  the  king  himfelf.*  It  is  modeftly  expreffed;  and 
though  it  carries  in  it  a  claim  of  the  difpenfing  power ,  and  of 
good-will  to  popery,  yet  it  refers  all  to  the  parliament.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  his  majefty,  in  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  the  next 
feffions,  Feb.  28,  1663,  fupported  his  declaration  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words,  “  That  though  he  was  in  his  nature  an  enemy 
“  to  all  feverity  in  religion,  he  would  not  have  them  infer 
from  thence,  that  he  meant  to  favour  popery,  though 
“  feveral  of  that  profeffion,  who  had  ferved  him  and  his  fa- 
“  ther  well,  might  juftly  claim  a  lhare  in  that  indulgence 
“  he  would  willingly  afford  to  other  diffenters;  not  that  I 
“  intend  them  to  hold  any  place  in  the  government  (fays  his 

*  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  282,3, 
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majefty)  for  I  will  not  yield  to  any,  no  not  to  the  bifhops  them - 
Jelves,  in  my  zeal  for  the  proteftant  religion ,  *  #  J  M/W 

“  the  ad  of  uniformity  ;  and  yet  if  the  diffenters  will  behave 
themfelves  peaceably  and  modcftly  under  the  government, 
I  could  heartily,  wifh  I  had  fuch  a  power  of  indulgence  to  life 
■  uPon  all  occafions,  as  might  not  needlefly force  them  out  of  the 
r  kingdom,  or  flaying  here,  give  them  caife  to  confpire  againfl 
\  the  peace  of  it  ”  This  was  the  firft  open  claim  of  a  difpen- 
!ulg  power ,  which  the  reader  will  obferve  did  not  propofe  a 
law  for  liberty  of  conference,  but  that  his  majefty  might  have  a 
legal  power  of  indulgence  veiled  in  himfclf,  which  he  might 
ule  or'  recal  as  he  thought  fit.  This  alarmed  the  houfe  of 
commons,  who  voted  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  for  his  majef- 
ty’s  refolution  to  maintain  the  a  ft  of  uniformity;  but  that  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  that  no  indulgence  be  granted  to 
difcntei  s  from  it ;  and  an  addrefs  was  appointed  to  be  drawn 
up,  and  prefented  to  his  majefty,  with  the  following  reafons : 

“  Wc  have  confidered  (fay  they)  your  majefty’ s  1 declaration 
“from  Breda,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  a  promife, 
but  a  gracious  declaration  to  comply  with  the  advice  of 
your  parliament,  whereas  no  fuch  advice  has  been  given.* 
1  hey  who  pretend  a  right  to  the  fuppofed  promife,  put 
the  right  into  the  hands  of  their  reprefentatives,  who  have 
“  palled  the  act  of  uniformity. §  If  any  {hall  fay,  a  right  to 
the  benefit  of  the  declaration  ftill  remains,  it  tends  to.dif- 
folve  the  very  bond  of  government,  and  to  fuppofe  a  difa- 
“  bility  in  the  whole  legislature  to  make  a  law  contrary  to 
cc  your  majefty’s  declaration.  We  have  alfo  confidered  the 
“  nature  of  the  indulgence  propofed,  and  are  of  opinion, 
u  i .  I  hat  it  will  eftablilh  fchifin  by  a  law,  and  make  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  church  of  no  confideration.  2.  That  it  is  un- 
“  becoming  the  wifdom  of  parliament  to  pafs  a  law  in  one 

*  Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p.  634. 

§  According  to  this  curious  mode  of  reafoning,  the  authority  of  a  truft 
juftifies  the  abufe  of  it,  'and  perfons  ele&ed  for  the  general  welfare  are  not 
accountable  for  afling  contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  their  conftituents.  Such  a 
portion  is  juft  as  abfurd,  to  ufe  the  fimile  of  a  late  writer,  as  to  imagine 
that  phyficians,  chofen  to  fuperintend  and  cure  the  fick  in  hofpitals,  have 
aright  to  kill  their  patients  if  they  pleafe.”  *  Secret  Hiftory  of  the  Reign 
0f  Charles  II,  vob  ii.  p,  7,  note.  Ed. 
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“  fcflion  for  uniformity,  and  in  another  feffion  to  pafs  a  law 
“  to  fruftrate  or  weaken  it,  the  reafons  continuing  the  lame. 
“  3.  That  it  will  expofe  your  majefty  to  the  reftlefs  importu- 
cc  nities  of  every  feci  who  lhall  diffent  from  the  eftablifhed 
“  church.  4.  That  it  will  increafe  feftaries,  which  will 
“  weaken  the  proteftant  profeilion,  and  be  troublefome  to  the 
“  government;  and  in  time  fome  prevalent  feet  may  contend 
“  for  an  eftablifiiment  which  may  end  in  popery.  5.  That 
“  it  is  unprecedented,  and  may  take  away  the  means  of  con- 
“  vifting  recufants.  6.  'i’hat  the  indulgence  propofed  will 
“  not  tend  to  the  peace,  but  to  the  dilturbance  of  the  king- 
“  dom;  the  bell  way  therefore  to  produce  a  fettled  peace  is 
“  to  prefs  vigoroully  the  aft  of  uniformity.” 

The  reader  will  judge  of  the  force  of  thefe  reafons,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  would  juftify  the  fevered  perfecution  in  the 
world;  however,  the  king  was  convinced  with  a  fum  of  money, 
and  therefore  made  no  other  reply,  but  that  he  had  been  ill 
underftood.  The  houfe  then  addrelfed  him  to  put  the  laws  in 
execution  againft  papifts;  and  a  proclamation  was  ilfued  out 
for  that  purpofe,  but  little  regarded.  However,  this  oppo- 
fition  to  the  king  and  the  Roman  catholicks  by  lord  Claren¬ 
don,  and  his  friendsin  the  houfe  of  commons,  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  his  impeachment  the  next  year,  and  of  his  ruin  fome 
:ime  after.  Bilhop  Rennet  admits,  That  the  king  was  inclined 
:°  a  general  indulgence,*  “  though  whether’  it  was  from 
1  hi^>  good-nature,  01  a  fecrct  inclination  to  introduce  popery, 
;£  is  not  very  decent  to  determine;”  but  both  he  and  Eachard 
ire  of  opinion, ||  “  That  the  king’s  clemency  hardened  the 
14  diffenters  againft  the  church;  whereas,  if  they  had  loft  all 
;c  dependance  on  a  court  intereft,  and  had  found  the  kino- 
and  his  miniftry  intent  upon  the  ftrift  execution  of  the  aft 
of  uniformity,  moft  of  them  (fay  they)  would  at  this  junc- 
14  mre  have  conformed.”  A  notorious  miftake !  the  con- 
aaiy  to  this  being  evident  to  a  demonftration  throughout  the 
rourfe  of  this  reign.  The  conformity  of  honeft  men  does  not 
lepend  upon  the  will,  but  the  underftanding,  and  it  is  very  un¬ 
generous  at  this  diftance  to  impeach  men’s  integrity,  who  u ri¬ 
le  r  went  a  long  courfe  of  the  fevereft  trials  to  retain  it. 


#  Page  2S3-  II  Eachard,  p.  806. 
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Some  of  the  ejefted  prefbyterians,  who  were  men  of  piety 
and  learning,  complied  as  far  as  they  could,  and  made  a  dif- 
tin&ion  between  lay-conformity,  and  minifterial\  they  pradtifed 
the  former,  and  went  fometimes  to  their  parilh  churches  be- 
fore  or  after  the  exercife  of  their  miniftry  in  Tome  private 
hdufes;  and  this  they  did,  not  for  intereft  or  advantage,  but 
to  all  appearance  to  exprefs  their  catholicifm  and  brotherly 
love.*  Here  was  the  rife  of  occaftonal conformity ,  praftifed  by 
Dr.  Bates,  Mr.  Baxter ,  and  others,  to  their  death;  but  this, 
inftead  of  being  well  taken,  was  the  occafion  of  bringing 
fome  of  them  into  trouble ;  for  Mr.  Calamy ,  late  minifter  of 
Aldermanbury,  being  at  his  parilh  church  December  28,  the 
preacher  happened  to  difappoint  them*  upon  which,  at  the  im¬ 
portunity  of  the  parilhioners,  Mr.  Calamy  went  up  into  the 
*  pulpit,  and  preached  a  fermon  upon  Eli's  concern  for  the  Ark 
of  God ;  a  fubjeft  much  upon  their  thoughts  at  that  time:  but 
this  was  fo  highly  refented  at  court,  that  he  was  fent  to  New¬ 
gate  next  week  for  fedition,  in  breaking  the  king’s  laws.f  It 
was  done  in  terrorem ,  fays  my  author,  but  there  was  fuch  a 
clamour  among  the  people,  and  fuch  n  refort  of  perfons  of 
diftin&ion  to  vifit  the  prifoner,  that  his  majefty  thought  fit 
to  releafe  him  in  a  few  days,  which  not  being  done  by  due 
courfe  of  law,  the  commons  refented  it,  and  prefented  an  ad- 
drefs,  that  the  laws  for  the  future  might  have  their  free 
courfe.  This  difgufted  the  king,  who  was  willing  to  afiert 
his  prerogative,  and  fhew  fome  favour  to  the  prefbyterians, 
that  he  might-  cover  the  papifts;  but  lord  Clarendon ,  who 
was  their  implacable  enemy,  and  at  the  head  of  that  party 
which  meditated  their  ruin,  oppofed  the  court  meafures,  and 
encouraged  his  friends  in  both  houfes  to  abide  by  the  laws.  J 
The  following  fummer  [1663]  there  was  a  frefti  difcourfe 
of  liberty  for  the  filenced  minifters;  and  the  court  were  fo  far 
in  the  defign  as  to  encourage  them  to  petition  for  z  general  to¬ 
leration,  infinuating  this  to  be  the  only  way  of  relief,  and  that 
the  legiflature  would  go  on  to  increafe  their  burdens,  and  lay 
them  in  gaols  till  they  complied.  The  independants  went  up 
to  court  to  fpeak  for  themfelves,  but  the  prefbyterians  refufed; 


upon 


*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  436.  Compl.  Hift.  p.  267. 
f  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  6.  J  Rapin,p.  312-13. 
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upon  which  Mr.  Baxter  fays,  the  independant  brethren 
thought  it  owing  to  them  that  they  miffed  of  their  intended 
liberty.*  The  court  being  difpleafed,  lord  Clarendon  and 
his  friends  took  the  opportunity  to  awaken  their  refentments, 
by  fathering  upon  the  non-conformifts  fome  new  plots  againft 
the  government.  There  was  faid  to  be  a  confpiracy  in  the 
North  among  the  republicans  and  feparatifts,  to  reftore  the 
long  parliament,  and  put  Lambert  and  Ludlow  at  their  head, 
though  the  former  was  flrut  up  in  prifon  in  a  remote  ifland, 
and  the  other  gone  into  banifliment.  There  had  been  fome 
unadvifed  and  angry  converfation  among  the  meaner  fort  of 
people  of  republican  principles,  but  it  was  not  pretended  that 
any  gentleman  of  chara&er,  much  lefs  that  the  body  of  the 
Englifli  non-conformifts,  were  acquainted  with  it;  however, 
about  twenty  were  tried  and  condemned  at  York  and  Leeds, 
and  feveral  executed.  Some  very  mean  perfons  were  indi&ed 
at  the  Old-Bailey  for  a  branch  of  the  fame  defign,  as  Tongue , 
Phillips ,  Stubbes,  Hind,  Sellars,  and  Gibbes:  they  were  not 
tried  feparately,  but  fet  at  the  bar  together,  and  condemned 
in  the  lump.  It  was  pretended  that  the  fifth  monarchy  men, 
anabaptifts,  independants,  and  fome  quakers,  were  confent- 
ing  to  fome  defperate  defigns,  but  the  authors  were  never 
difcovered;  however,  four  of  thefe  pretended  confpirators 
were  executed,  who  confeffed,  at  the  place  of  execution,  that 
they  had  heard  fome  treafonable  expreffions  in  company,  but 
denied  to  the  lafb  that  they  were  acquainted  with  any  confpi¬ 
racy  againft  the  king;  and  whoever  reads  their  trials  will  be 
inclined  to  think,  that  it  was  a  defign  of  thofe  who  were  at 
the  head  of  affairs,  to  inflame  the  populace  againft  the  non- 
conformifts,  in  order  to  bring  on  them  greater  feverities.f 

An  act  was  paffed  this  fummer/or  the  relief  of  filch  perfons 
as  by  ficknefs ,  or  other  impediments ,  were  difabledfrom  fubferi - 
bing  the  declaration  in  the  ad  of  uniformity ,  and  explanation  of 
the  faid  ad.  The  preamble  fets  forth,  “  That  divers  per- 
“  fons  of  eminent  loyalty,  and  known  affection  to  the  liturgy 

of  the  church  of  England,  were  out  of  the  kingdom;  and 
“  others  by  reafon  of  ficknefs,  difability  of  body,  or  otherwife, 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  430,  3. 

f  Kennet’sChron.  p.  840,  1.  Calamy,  vol.  i.  p.  305.  Rapin,  p.  635. 

could 
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iC  could  not  fubfcribe  within  the  time  limited,  and  were  there- 
<c  fore  difabled,  and  ipfo  fadlo  deprived  of  their  prebendaries, 
“  or  other  livings,  therefore  further  time  is  given  them  to  the 
<c  feaft  of  the  nativity  of  our  Lord  next  enfuing;  or  if  out  of 

England,  forty  days  after  their  return:”*  Which  fhews, 
that  the  time  limited  by  the  aft  of  uniformity  was  not  fuffici- 
ent.  ri  he  journal  of  the  houfe  of  lords  mentions  a  claufe  in- 
ferted  by  their  lordfhips,  explaining  the fubfcription  and  de¬ 
claration  to  relate  only  to  practice  and  obedience  to  the  law , 
which  palled  the  upper  houfe,  though  feveral  temporal  lords 
protefted  again!!  it,  as  deftruftivte  to  the  church  of  England  ; 
however,  when  it  came  down  to  the  commons,  the  claufe  Was 
rejected,  and  the  lords  did  not  think  fit  to  infill  upon  its  be¬ 
ing  reftored.f 

While  the  parliament  were  relieving  the  loyalifcs,  they  in- 
creafed  the  burdens  of  the  non-conformifls,  for  under  colour 
of  the  late  pretended  plots,  they  paffed  an  aft  for  fupprejjing 
f editions  conventicles ;  the  preamble  to  which  having  fet  forth, 
that  the  feftarres,  under  pretence  of  tender  confciences,  at 
th  eir  meetings  had  contrived  infurreftions,  the  aft  declares  the 
35th  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  be  in  full  force,  which  condemns 
all  perfons  refufing  peremptorily  to  come  to  church,  after 
conviftion,  to  baniihment,  and  in  cafe  of  return  to  death, 
without  benefit  of  clergy.  It  enafts  further,  44  That  if  any 
44  pferfon  above  the  age  of  fixteen,  after  the  firft  of  July  1664, 
44  fliall  be  prefent  at  any  meeting,  under  colour  or  pretence 
44  of  any  exercife  of  religion,  in  other  manner  than  is  allowed 
44  by  the  liturgy  or  praftice  of  the  church  of  England,  where 
44  fliall  be  five  or  more  perfons  than  the  houfliold,  fliall  for 
44  the  firft  offence  fuffer  three  months  imprifonment,  upon 
44  record  made  upon  oath  under  the  hand  andfeal  of  a  juftice 
44  of  peace,  or  pay  a  fum  not  exceeding  five  pounds;  for  the 
44  fecond  offence  fix  months  imprifonment,  or  ten  pounds ; 
44  and  for  the  third  offence  the  offender  to  be  banifhed  to 
44  fome  of  the  American  plantations  for  feven  years,  excepting 

*  15  Car.  II.  cap.  6. 

<f  f  Thus  it  is  the  declared  fenfe  of  the  legiflature,  that  the  unfeigned 
ef  afient  and  confent  relates  not  ortly  to  the  ufe,  but  to  t he  inward  and  en- 
4‘  tire  approbation  of  all  and  every  thing  as  exprefted  in  the  fubfcription.” 
bowler’s  French  Conftitution,  p.  352,  note. 

I  16  Car,  IL  cap, 


^  New- 


OF  THE  PURITANS. 


407 


CHAP.  VII. 

New-kngland  3.nd  Virginia,  or  pay  011c  hunureci  pounds  , 
«  and  in  cafe  they  return,  or  make  their  efcape,  luchpcrfons 
«  are  to  be  adjudged  felons,  and  fuller  death  without  benefit 
“  of  clergy.  Sheriffs,  or  juftices  of  peace,  or  others  cora- 
“  miffioned  by  them,  are  empowered  to  diffolve,  diilipate, 

and  break  up  all  unlawful  conventicles,  and  to  take  into 
“  cuftody  fuch  of  their  number  as  they  think  fit.  They  who 

fuffer  fuch  conventicles  in  their  houfes  or  barns  are  liable 
“  to  the  fame  forfeitures  as  other  offenders.  The  profecu- 
“  tion  is  to  be  within  three  months.  Married  women  taken 
cc  at  conventicles  are  to  be  impriloned  for  twelve  months, 
“  unlefs  their  hufbands  pay  forty  {hillings  for  their  redemp 
«  tion.  This  acl:  to  continue  in  force  for  three  years  after 
u  the  next  feffion  of  parliament.’ ’ 

This  was  a  terrible  fcourge  over  the  laity ,  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  Angle  juftice  of  peace,  without  the  verdict  of  a 
jury,  the  oath  of  the  informer  being  lufficient.  The  defign 
of  the  parliament  (fays  Rapin')  wras  to  drive  them  to  defpair, 
and  to  force  them  into  real  crimes  againft  the  government. 
By  virtue  of  this  aft  the  gaols  in  the  feveral  counties  were 
quickly  filled  with  diffenting  proteftants,  while  the  papifls 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  covered  under  the  wing  of  the 
prerogative.  Some  of  the  minifters  who  went  to  church  in 
fermon  time,  were  difturbed  for  preaching  to  a  few  of  their 
parifhioners  after  the  publick  fervice  was  over ;  their  houfes 
wrnre  broke  open,  and  their  hearers  taken  into  cuftody;  war¬ 
rants  were  iffued  out  for  levying  twenty  pounds  on  the  mini- 
fter,  twenty  pounds  upon  the  houfe,  and  five  fhillings  upon 
each  hearer.  If  the  money  was  not  immediately  paid,  there 
was  a  feizure  of  their  effefts,  the  goods  and  wares  were  ta¬ 
ken  out  of  the  {hops;  and  in  the  country,  cattle  were  driven 
away  and  fold  for  half  the  value.  If  the  feizbre  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  fine,  theminifter  and  people  were  hurried  to  prilon, 
and  held  under  clofe  confinement  for  three  or  fix  months.  The 
trade  of  an  informer  began  to  be  very  gainful,  by  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  fpiritual  courts.  At  every  quarter-feflions. 
feveral  were  fined  for  not  coming  to  church,  and  others  ex- 
communicated;  nay,  fome  have  been  fentenced  to  abjure  the 
realm,  and  fined  in  a  firm  much  larger  than  all  they  were 
worth  in  the  world, 

.  '  C  ?  >  ’  Be  for 
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Before  the  conventicle  aft  took  place  the  laity  were  coura¬ 
geous,*  and  exhorted  their  minifters  to  preach  till  they  went 
to  prifon ;  but  when  it  came  home  to  themfelves,  and  they 
had  been  once  in  gaol,  they  began  to  be  more  cautious,  and 
confulted  among  themfelves,  how  to  avoid  the  edge  of  the 
law  in  the  belt  manner  they  could ;  for  this  purpofe  their 
alfemblies  were  frequently  held  at  midnight,  and  in  the  moft 
private  places;  and  yet,  notwithffanding  all  their  caution, 
they  were  frequently  difturbed;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that 
under  all  their  hardffiips  they  never  made  the  lead:  refinance, 
but  went  quietly  along  with  the  foldiers  or  officers,  when  they 
could  not  fly  from  them.  The  diftrefs  of  fo  many  families 
made  fome  confine  themfelves  within  their  own  houfes,  fome 
remove  to  the  plantations,  and  others  have  recourfe  to  occa- 
fional  conformity ,  to  avoid  the  penalty  for  not  coming  to 
church;  but  the  independants ,  anabaptijls ,  and  quakers,  de¬ 
clined  thepraftice,  for  they  faid,  If  perfecution  was  the  mark 
of  a  falfe  church,  it  mull  be  abfolutely  unlawful  to  join  with 
one  that  was  fo  notorioufly  guilty.  A  ‘  r. 

Indeed  the  quakers  gloried  in  their  fufferings,  and  were  fo 
refolute  as  to  aflfemble  openly  at  the  Bull  and  Mouth  near 
Alderfgate,||  from  whence  the  foldiers  and  other  officers 
dragged  them  to  prifon,  till  Newgate  was  filled,  and  multi¬ 
tudes  died  by  clofe  confinement  in  the  feveral  gaols.  The 
account  publiffied  about  this  time  fays,  there  were  fix  hundred 
of  them  in  prifon,  merely  for  religion  fake ,  of  whom  feveral 
were  baniffied  to  the  plantations.  Sometimes  the  quakers 
met  and  continued  filent,  upon  which  it  was  queflioned, 
whether  fuch  an  aflembly  was  a  conventicle  for  religious  exer- 
cfe  ;  and  when  fome  were  tried  for  it  in  order  to  banifliment, 
they  were  acquitted  of  the  banifliment,  and  came  off"  with  a 
fine,  which  they  feldom  paid,  and  were  therefore  continued 
fin  prifon.f  In  ffiort  the  quakers  about  London  gave  fuch 
full  employment  to  the  informers ,  that  they  had  lefs  leifure  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  other  diflenters. 

So  great  was  the  feverity  of  thefe  times,  and  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  the  juftices,  that  many  were  afraid  to  pray  in 
their  families,  if  above  four  of  their  acquaintance  who  came 
only  to  vifit  them  were  prefent.  Some  families  fcrupled  aik- 
*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  436.  ||  Sewel,  p.  445. 

4  Baxter’s  Life,  part  ii.  p.  436. 
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ipg  a  bleffing  on  their  meat,  if  five  ftrangers  were  at  table. 
In  London,  where  the  houfes  join,  it  was  thought  the  law 
might  be  evaded  if  the  people  met  in  feveral  houfes,  and 
heard  the  minifter  through  a  window  or  hole  in  the  wall; 
but  it  feems  this  was  over-ruled,  the  determination  being  (as 
has  been  obferved)  in  the  bread  of  a  Angle  mercenary  juftice 
of  peace.  And  while  confcientious  people  were  thus  op- 
prefled,  the  common  people  gave  themfelves  up  to  drunken- 
nefs,  prophane  fwearing,  gaming,  lewdnefs,  and  all  kinds  of 
debauchery,  which  brought  down  the  judgments  of  heaven 
upon  the  nation. 

The  firft  general  calamity  that  befel  the  kingdom,  was  a 
war  with  the  Dutch ,  which  the  king  entered  into  this  winter, 
by  the  mitigation  of  the  young  French  monarch  Lewis  XIV. 
who,  being  grown  rich  by  a  long  peace,  fought  for  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  make  new  conquefts  in  the  Spanijh  Flanders ;  for 
this  purpofe  he  engaged  the  maritime  powers  in  a  war,  that 
by  weakening  each  other’s  hands  they  might  not  be  at  leifure 
to  aflift  the  Spaniards  whom  he  intended  to  attack.  The 
Englilhmade  complaints  of- the  encroachments  of  the  Dutch 
upon  their  trade,  and  indignities  offered  to  his  majefty’s  fub- 
jefts  in  India,  Africa,  and  elfewliere;  the  French  promoted 
thefe  mifunderftandings,  and  promifed  to  fupply  the  king  with 
what  fums  of  money  he  wanted;  till  at  length  war  was  pro¬ 
claimed  Feb.  22,  1664-65,  in  the  courfe  of  which  fundry 
bloody  engagements  happened  at  fea ;  the  two  nations  were 
drained  of  their  blood  and  their  treafure,  and  the  proteftant 
intereft  almoft  ruined,  while  the  French  were  little  more  than 
fpeftators.  The  war  continued  about  two  years  and  a  half, 
and  then  ended  with  no  manner  of  advantage  to  either  nation. 

[In  the  year  1663  there  was  obtained,  by  the  intereft  of 
Mr.  Baxter  and  Mr.  AJhurJl  with  the  lord  chancellor  Hyde , 
a  charter  for  the  incorporating  u  A  fociety  or  company  for 
<c  propagation  of  the  gofpel  in  New-England,  and  the  parts 
“  adjacent  in  America.”  Such  a  fociety  had  been  formed 
under  the  fanftion  of  an  aft  of  parliament  in  1646:  and,  by 
a  collection  made  in  all  the  pariflies  in  England,  there  had 
-been  raifed  a  fum  fufficient  to  purchafe  an  eftate  in  land  of 
between  500I.  and  600I.  a  year.  Upon  the  reiteration  of 
.  '  king 
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\mgrCkarle*  n*  r’ae  diarcer  became  void,  and  colonel  Bed - 
ding  field,  a  Roman-cathohck  officer  in  the  army,  of  whom  a 

conhderable  part  of  the  land  was  bought,  feized  it  for  his  own 

ufe;  pretendmg  he  had  fold  it  under  the  value,  in  hopes  of 

''T FW?  11  Up°n  the  kin§’s  return-  The  fociety,  being  re- 
cnaohined,  at, great  trouble  and  expence,  were  again  putin 

poneffion  of  me  eflate  by  a  decree  of  chancery,  which  the 

honourable  Mr.  Boyle  was  very  inftru  mental  in  obtaining. 

lie  was  appointed  thefirft  governor  of  the  company.* 

„  °n  the  4th  of  June  this  year  died,  aged  81,  Dr.  William 
Juxon,  archbiflrop.  of  Canterbury,  whole  elevation  to  the 

polt  of  lord  high-trea furer  of  England  and  other  early  pre¬ 
ferments  have  been  mentioned  before,  (vol.  ii.  p.  27  c.)  He 
was  born  m  Chichefter,  received  his  grammar  learning  at 
Merchant-taylors  fchool,  became  fellow  of  St.  John’s  college 
Ox  fold  in  159^5  and  batchelor  of  the  civil  law  in  1602 
being  about  that  time  a  ftudent  in  Gray’ s  inn.  Soon  after  he 
emeied  into  holy  orders,  and  in  1609  was  made  vicar  of 
St.  Giles ,  Oxford.  In  1626  he  executed  the  office  of  vice- 
chancellor.  After  tne  death  of  Charles  I.  he  retired  to  his 
paternal  manor  ofLittle-Compton  in  Gloucefterfliire,  and  de¬ 
voted  himfelf  to  liberal  ftudies.  On  the  reftoration,  he  was 
advanced.  Sept.  4,  1660,  to  tne  fee  of  Canterbury.  Elewas 
buried  with  great  funeral  pomp  in  St.  John’s  college,  Oxon. 
He  is  faid  to  have  acted,  at  a  very  critical  time,  with  a  pru¬ 
dence,  moderation,  and  integrity,  which  enmity  could  not  im¬ 
peach  in  his  arduous  office  as  high  treafurer.  He  left 
many  monuments  of  his  munificence  and  liberality.  “  The 
mildnefs  of  his  temper,  the  gentlenefs  of  his  manners,  and 
the  integrity  of  his  life,”  fays  Mr.  Granger ,  “  gained  him 
“  univerfal  efleem;  and  even  the  haters  of  Prelacy'could  ne- 
“  ver  hate  Juxon.”  \ 

bh •  Henry  JeJjey ,  an  eminent  divine  among  the  puritans, 
dicct,  aifo,  011  tne  ^pr li  of  Sept,  this  year.  He  was  born  on 
the  3d  of  Sept.  1601,  at  Weft-Rowton,  near  Cleveland  in 

-  p ■  ‘U  v'  .  .  ■ 

*  Gcal’s  History  of  Nevv-England,  vol.  i.  p.  262. 

f  Granger’s  Kdlory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  109,154.  Wood’s  Athen. 
Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p,  662-3,.  and  Rtchardfon  de  Fncfulibus,  p.  162, 
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Yorkfhire,  where  his  hither  was  minifter.  At  feventeen 
years  of  age  he  was  fent  to  St.  John’s  college  in  Cambridge  ; 
he  continued  fix  years  at  the  untverfity,  where  he  commenced 
firft:  bachelor,  then  mailer  of  arts.  ,  In  16.23  died  his  father, 
who  had  hitherto  fupplied  him  according  to  his  ability;  winch 
event  left  him  in  fucli  ftrait  circumftances,  that  he  had  not 
above  3d.  a  day  for  his  maintenance,  yet  he  fo  ceconomically 
managed  this  fmall  pittance,  as  to  fpare  fome  of  it  for  hiring 
books.  He  purfued  his  ftudies  with  diligence,  and,  not  con¬ 
tenting  himfelf- with  the  ipfe  dixit  of  authority,  he  inveftigated 
fcience  freely.  He  left  the  univerfity  well  verfed  in  the  He¬ 
brew  and  the  writings  of  the  rabbles ,  with  a  knowledge  of 
Syriac  and  Chaldee.  During  this  period  his  mind  imbibed 
a  fir  on  ?  fenfe  of  religion,  and  he  determined  to  devote  him- 
felf  to  the  miniftry.  He  fpent  nine  years,  after  leaving  the 
univerfity,  as  chaplain  m  the  family  of  Mr.  Brampton  Gurdon , 
at  Affmgton  in  Suffolk,  improving  his  time,  and,  among 
other  ftudies,  giving  his  attention  to  phyfick.  In  1627  he 
received  epif copal  ordination,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon 
to  accept  any  promotion  until  1633,  when  the  living  of  Augh- 
ton,  in  Yorkfhire,  was  given  to  him.  But  he  was  removed 
the  very  next  year  for  not  ufing  the  ceremonies,  and  for  ta¬ 
king  down  a  crucifix.  On  this  he  was  received  into  the 
family  of  Sir  Matthew  Bointon  in  the  fame  county,  and 
preached  frequently  at  two  parifhes  in  the  neighbourhood. 
In  1635,  accompanying  his  patron  to  London,  he  was  in¬ 
vited  to  be  paftor  of  the  congregation  formed  in  1616  by 
Mr.  Henry  'Jacob ;  this  his  modefty  led  him  to  decline  for  fome 
time,  but,  after  many  prayers  and  much  confideration,  he 
accepted  the  invitation,  and  continued  in  this  poll  till  his 
death.  Soon  after  the  fentiments  of  the  baptijls  were  em¬ 
braced  by  many  of  this  fociety.  This  put  him  upon  ftudying 
the  controverfy;  and  the  refult  was,  that  after  great  deliber¬ 
ation,  many  prayers,  and  frequent  conferences  with  pious  and 
learned  friends,  he  altered  his  fentiments, firft  concerning  the 
mode,  and  then  the  fubjefts  of  baptifm.  But  he  maintained 
the  fame  temper  of  friendfhip  and  charity  towards  other 
chriftians,  not  only  as  to  converfation,  but  church  commu¬ 
nion.  When  he  vifited  the  churches  in  the  north  and  weft 
of  England,  Belaboured  to  promote  the  fpirit  oflove^and 
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union  among  them,  and  was  a  principal  perfon  in  fetting  up 
and  maintaining,  for  fome  time,  a  meeting  of  fome  eminent 
men  of  each  denomination  in  London.  He  divided  his  labours 
according  to  the  liberality  of  his  temper.  In  the  afternoon 
of  every  Lord’s  day  he  was  among  his  own  people.  In  the 
morning  he  ufually  preached  at  St.  George9 s  church,  South¬ 
wark,  and  once  in  the  week  at  Ely-houfe,  and  at  the  Savoy 
to  the  maimed  foldiers.  The  mailer  ftudy  of  his  life  was  a 
new  mutilation  of  the  bible ;  in  this  defign  he  engaged  the 
alhftance  of  many  perfons  of  note.  It  was  almoft  compleated, 
when  the  great  turn  given  to  publick  affairs  at  the  reltoration 
rendered  it  abortive.  The  benevolence  of  his  exertions 
formed  a  moll  diftinguilhing  trait  in  his  chara&er.  He  chofe 
a  fingle  life,  that  he  might  be  more  at  liberty  for  fuch  labours, 
Befides  his  own  alms,  he  was  a  conftant  folicitor  and  agent 
for  the  poor,  and  carried  about  with  him  a  lift  and  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  moft  peculiar  obje&s  of  charity,  which  he  knew. 
Thirty  families  had  all  their  fubfiftence  from  him.  But  his 
charity  was  not  limited  to  his  own  congregation  :  and  where 
he  thought  it  no  charity  to  give,  he  would  often  lend  with¬ 
out  intereft  or  fecurity.  One  of  the  moft  remarkable  inftan- 
ces  of  his  charity,  which  had  fcarcely  a  precedent,  was  what 
he  ihewed  to  the  poor  Jews  at  Jerufalem,  who  by  a  war  be¬ 
tween  the  Swedes  and  Poles ,  which  cut  off  their  fubfiftence 
from  their  rich  brethren  in  other  countries,  were  reduced  to 
great  extremities.  Mr.  Jejfey  collected  for  them  300I.  and 
fent  with  it  letters  with  a  view  to  their  converfion  to  chriftia- 
nity.  In  the  year  1650  he  had  written  a  treatife  to  remove 
their  prejudices,  and  convince  them  of  the  meffiahfhip  of 
Jefus,  recommended  by  feveral  of  the  affembly  of  divines,  and 
afterwards  tranflated  into  Hebrew  to  be  difperfed  among  the 
jews  of  all  nations.  He  was  expofed  to  a  great  number  of 
vifitors ;  which  occafioned  him  to  have  it  written  over  his 
ftudv  door: 

J  ' 

AMICE,  QUISQUIS  HUC  ADES  ; 

AUT  AGITO  PAUCIS,  AUT  ABI, 

AUT  ME  LABORANTEM  ADJUVA. 

WHATEVER  FRIEND  COMES.  HITHE R, 

PIS  RAT  CH  IN  BRIEF,  OR  GO, 

OR  HELP  ME  BUSIED  TOO.  H.  J. 

When 
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When  he  went  long  journies,  he  laid  down  rules  to  regulate 
the  converfation  for  his  fellow  travellers,  which  were  enforced 
by  fmall  pecuniary  mulcts  on  the  violation  of  them.  He  was 
meek  and  humble,  and  very  plain  in  fpeech,  drefs  and  de¬ 
meanour.  He  was  fo  great  a  feripturift,  that  if  one  began 
to  rehearfe  any  paffage,  he  could  go  on  with  it,  and  name  the 
book,  chapter  and  verfe,  where  it  might  be  found.  The 
original  languages  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  were  as 
familiar  to  him  as  his  mother  tongue.  He  was  feveral  times 
apprehended  at  meetings  for  religious  worlhip.  Upon  the 
reftoration  he  was  ejefted  from  his  living  at  St.  George' s,  fi- 
lenced  from  his  miniftry,  and  committed  to  prifon.  About 
five  or  fix  months  after  his  lafl  releafe,  he  died  full  of  peace 
and  joy;  lamented  by  perfons  of  different  perfuafions,  feveral 
thoufands  of  whom  attended  his  funeral.  Croiby’s  Hiftory 
of  the  Baptifts,  vol.  i.  p.  307 — 21.  Palmer’s  Non-conformifts 
Memorial,  vol.  i.  p.  108 — 13.  The  Life  and  Death  of  Mr. 
Jejfey ,  1671  ;  where  are  the  letters  written  to  the  Jews,  re¬ 
marks  on  our  tranflation  of  the  bible,  and  rules  for  a  new 
verfion.  Ed.J 

The  next  judgment  which  befel  the  nation  was  the  mod 
dreadful  plague  that  had  been  known  within  the  memory  of 
man.  This  was  preceded  by  an  unufual  drought;  the  mea¬ 
dows  were  parched  and  burnt  up  like  the  highways,  info- 
much  that  there  was  no  food  for  the  cattle,  which  occafioned 
firft  a  murrain  among  them,  and  then  a  general  contagion 
among  the  human  fpecies,  which  increafed  in  the  city  and 
fuburbs  of  London  until  eight  or  ten  thoufand  died  in  a 
week.*  The  richer  inhabitants  fled  into  the  remoter  coun- 

*  Dr.  Grey  has  introduced  here  a  full  and  affe&ing  narrative  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  calamity,  and  of  the  mortality  it  produced  ;  drawn  up  by  the 
pen  of  Mr.  Vincent ,  one  who  charitably  gave  his  affiftance  at  that  time,  as 
copied  by  Dr.  Calamy ,  in  his  Continuation,  p.  33.  It  wasufualfor  people, 
as  they  went  about  their  bqfinefs,  to  drop  down  in  the  ftreet.  A  bagpiper, 
who,  exceflively  overcome  with  liquor,  had  fallen  down  and  lay  afleep 
in  the  ftreet,  was  taken  up,  and  thrown  into  a  cart,  and  betimes  the  next 
morning,  carried  away  with  fome  dead  bodies.  At  day-break  he  awoke, 
and  rifing  began  to  play  a  tune :  which  fo  furprized  thofe  who  drove  the 
cart,  and  could  fee  nothing  diilin&ly,  that  in  a  fright  they  betook  them  to 
their  heels,  and  would  have  it  they  had  taken  up  the  devil  in  the  difguife  of 
%  dead  man.  Sir  John  Rerelby’s  Memoirs,  p.  10,  u.  Ed. 
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t:es;  but  the  calamities  of  thofe  who  flayed  behind,  and  of' 

?-  P°°-r  fort>  are  not  to  be  exprefied,  Trade  was  at  a 
11  hand;,  all  commerce  between  London, and  the  country 
was  entirely  cut  oily  left  the  infection  fhoufd  be  propagated 
there  oy.  Nay,  the  country  houfe-keepers  and  farmers  duril 
not  entertain  their  city  friends  or  relations  till  they  had  per¬ 
formed  quarantine  in  the  fields  or  out-houfes.  If  a  ftran°-er 
palled  tin  ough  the  neighbourhood,  they  fled  from  him  as  an 
enemy .  In  London  the.  Chops  and  houfes  were  quite  fhut  up, 
and  many  of  .them  marked  with  a  red  crofs,  and  an  infcrip- 
tion  over  the  door,  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us!  Grafs  grew  in 
the  flreetsj  and  every  night  the  bell-man  went  his  "rounds 
with  a  cart,  crying,  Bring  out  your  dead .  From  London  the 
pi  ague  lpiead  into  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages,  and 
continued  near  three  quarters  of  a  year,  till  it  had  fwept 
away  alinofc  one  hundred  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants. 

Some  of  the  eftablifhed  clergy,  with  a  commendable  zeal, 
ventured  to  continue  in  their  ftations,  and  preach  to  their  pa- 
rifhioners  throughout  the  courfe  of  the  plague,  as  Dr.  Wal- 
ker ,  Dr.  Horton ,  Dr.  Merit  on ,  and  a  few  others  ;#  but  mofl 
of  them  fled,  and  deferted  their  panflies  at  a  time  when  their 
afliftance  was  molt  wanted;  upon  this  feme  of  the  ejected 
mm  lifers  ventured  to  preach  in  the  vacant  pulpits,  imagining 
that  fo  extraordinary  a  cafe  would  juftify  their  difregard  to 
tiie  laws.  I  he  mmifters  who  embarked  in  this  fervice  were 
the  reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Vincent ,  Mr.  Chejler ,  Mr.  Janeway , 
Mr.  Turner ,  Grimes ,  Franklin ,  and  others.  The  Lice  of 
death,  and  the  arrows  that  fled  among  the  people  in  dark- 
n'efs  at  noon-day,  awakened  both  preachers  and  hearers: 
Many  who  were  at  church  one  day  were  thrown  into  their 
graves  the  next;  the  cry  of  great  numbers  was,  What  Jhall 

we  do  to  be  faved ?  A  more  awful  time  England  had  never 
feen. 

But  it  will  amaze  all  poflerity,  that  in  a  time  both  of  war 
and  peftilence,  and  when  the  non-conformifl  minifters  were 
hazarding  their  lives  in  the  fervice  of  the  fouls  of  thediftreffed 
and  dying  citizens  of  London,  that  the  prime  minifler  and  his 
creatures, §  inftead  of  mourning  for  the  nation’s  lins,  and  me¬ 
ditating  a  reformation  of  manners,  fliould  pour  out  all  their 


*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  iii,  p,  2. 


§  Ibid,  part  iii.  p.  3 
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vengeance  upon  the  non-conformifts,  in  order  to  make  their 
condition  more  infupportable.  One  would  have  thought 
luch  a  judgment  front  heaven,  and  fuch  a  generous  com¬ 
panion  in  the  ejected  minifters,  fltould  have  foftened  the 
hearts  of  their  molt  cruel  enemies;  but  the  prefbyterians 
mull  be  crulhed,  in  defiance  of  the  rebukes  of  Providence. 
Biiltop  Ken.net  and  Mr.  Eachard  would  excufe  the  miniftry, 
by  alledging,  that  fome  of  the  old  Oliverian  officers  were 
enlifted  in  the  Dutch  fervice;*  which,  if  true,  was  nothing  to 
the  body  of  the  prefbyterians,  though  lord  Clarendon  did 
what  lie  could  to  incenfe  the  parliament,  and  make  them  be¬ 
lieve  they  were  in  confederacy  with  the  enemies  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  In  his  harangue  to  the  houfe,  he  fays,  “  their  coun- 
“  tenances  were  more  ereft,  and  more  infolent,  fince  the 
“  beginning  or  the  war  than  before;  that  they  were  ready, 
“if  any  misfortune  had  befallen  the  king’s  fleet,  to  have 
“  brought  the  war  into  our  fields  and  houfes.  The  horrid 
murderers  of  our  late  royal  mailer  have  been  received  into 
the  moft  facred  councils  in  Holland;  and  other  infamous 
“  perfons  of  our  nation  are  admitted  to  a  fltare  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  their  affairs,  with  liberal  penfions.  Too  many  of 
“  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  have  been  enlifted  in  their  fervice  for 
“  a  maintenance,  f  heir  friends  at  home  made  no  doubt  of 
“  doing  the  bufinefs  themfelves,  if  they  could  pitch  upon  a 
“  lucky  day  to  begin  the  work.  If  you  carefully  provide  for 
“  fupprefling  your  enemies  at  home,  you  will  find  your  ene- 
“  mies  abroad  more  inclined  to  peace — ”  Is  it  poflible  that 
fuch  a  fpeech  could  proceed  from  the  lips  of  a  wife  and  faith¬ 
ful  counfellor,  who  was  to  afk  for  money  to  carry  on  the  war? 
Could  the  chancellor  think,  that  the  way  to  conquer  abroad 
was  to  divide  and  harrafs  the  king’s  lubje&s  at  home,  in  the 
midft  of  the  diftrefs.  of  a  terrible  plague  ?  He  confefled  after¬ 
wards,  that  he  was  moft  averfe  to  this  war,  and  abhorred  it 
from  his  very  foul ;  and  yet  he  makes  a  handle  of  it  to  rain 
down  vengeance  on  the  prefbyterians,  who  had  no  concern 
in  it;  but  it  happened  to  them  as  in  popifli  countries  when 
any  general  calamity  befals  the  people,  it  is  imputed  to  too 
great  an  indulgence  to  hereiicks ,  and  the  vengeance  is  re¬ 
turned  upon  their  heads.  J  Bifhop  Burnet  is  of  opinion  that 

*  Eachard,  p.  82  4.  I  lb.  p.  S46. 
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the  Oxford  aft  was  rather  owing  -to  the  liberty  the  non- 
conformifts  took  in  their  fermons  to  complain  of  their  own 
hardfhips,  and  to  lament  the  vices  of  the  court,  as  the  caufes 
of  the  prefent  calamities.  And  fuppofing  this  to  be  true, 
their  complaints  wer 6  not  without  reafon. 

However,  the  load  was  to  lie  on  the  diffenting  minifters, 

*  \  e  an  aft  was  brought  into  the  houfe  to  banifh 
them,  from  their  friends,  which  had  the  royal  aflent,  Oftober 
31,  16 65.  It  was  entituled,  An  Ad  to  rejlrain  Non-Con- 

jormijls  from  inhabiting  Corporations',  the  preamble  to  which 
fets  for  th,  44  That  divers  parfons,  and  others  in  holy  orders, 
“  not  having  fubfcribed  the  aft  of  uniformity,  have  taken 
“  upon  them  to  preach  in  unlawful  affemblies,  and  to  inftil 
“  poifonous  principles  of  fchifm  and  rebellion  into  the 
“  hearts  of  his  majefty’s  fubjefts,  to  the  great  danger  of 
**  rhe  church  and  kingdom.  Be  it  therefore  enafted,  that 
44  all  fuch  non-conformift  minifters  fhall  take  the  following 
tc  oath:  /  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  it  is  not  lawful  upon  any  pre- 
“  tence  whatfoever,  to  take  arms  againjl  the  king',*  and  that  I 
“  do  abhor  that  traiterous  pofition  of  taking  arms  by  his  au- 
“  thority ,  againjl  his  perfon,  or  againjl  thofe  that  are  comniif- 
“  fioned  by  him ,  in  purfuarice  of  fuch  commiffiotis  ;  and  that  l 
44  will  not  at  any  time  endeavour  any  alteration  of  government 
“  either  in  church  or  fate.  And  all  fuch  non-co'nformift 
“  ininifters  fhall  not  after  the  24th  of  March,  1665,  unlefs 
“  in  palling  the  road,  come,  or  be  within  five  miles  of  any 
“  city,  town  corporate,  or  borough  that  fends  burgefles  to 
“  parliament;  or  within  five  miles  of  any  parifh,  town,  or 
“  place,  wherein  they  have  fince  the  aft  of  oblivion  been 
“  parfon,  vicar,  or  lefturer,  &c.  or  where  they  have  preached 
“  in  any  conventicle  on  any  pretence  whatfoever,  before 
“  they  have  taken  and  fubfcribed  the  aforefaid  oath  before 
“  the  juftices  of  peace  at  their  quarter-felfions  for  the  coun- 
“  ty,  in  open  court;  upon  forfeiture  for  every  fuch  offence 
“  of  the  fum  of  forty  pounds,  one  third  to  the  king,  another 
46  third  to  the  poor9  and  a  third  to  him  that  fhall  fue  for  it. 

*  A  project  was  formed  of  impofing  this  claufe  on  the  whole  nation,  by 
requiring  this  oath  of  every  fubjeft.  The  point  was  fo  near  being  carried, 
that  the  bill  brought  in  for  the  purpofe  was  rejected  by  three  voices  only. 
Secret  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  Charles  II,  tfol.ii,  p.  \j2s  note.  Ed. 

“  And 
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“  And  it  is  furthei*  enabled,  that  fuch  as  {hall  refufe  the  oath 
“  aforefaid  fliall  be  incapable  of  teaching  any  publick  or 
“  private  fchools,  or  of  taking  any  boarders§  or  tablers  to 
<c  be  taught  or  inftrufted,  under  pain  of  forty  pounds,  to  be 
<c  diflributed  as  above.  Any  two  juflices  of  peace,  upon 
“  oath  made  before  them  of  any  offence  committed  againfl 
this  aft,  are  empowered  to  commit  the  offender  to  prifon 
“  for  fix  months,  without  bail  or  mainprize.” 

The  earl  of  Southampton ,  lord  Wharton ,  Afhley ,  Dr.  Earl 
bifliop  of  Salifbury*  and  others,  vehemently  oppofed  this 
bill,  out  of  companion  to  the  non-conformifts,  and  as  it  en¬ 
forced  an  unlawful  and  unjuftifiable  oath,  which  (as  the  earl 
of  Southampton  obferved)  no  honcft  man  could  take\  but  the 
madnefs  of  the  times  prevailed  againfl  all  reafon  and  huma¬ 
nity.  J  The  promoters  of  the  aft  were  lord  chancellor  Cla¬ 
rendon. ,  archbifhop  Sheldon ,  Ward  the  new  bifliop  of  Salif- 
bury,  and  their  creatures,  with  all  that  were  fecret  favourers 
of  popery  (fays  bifliop  Burnet .)  It  was  moved  that  the 
word  legally  might  be  inferted  in  the  oath,  before  the  word 
commiJfioned\  and  that  before  the  words  endeavoured  to  change 
the  government,  might  be  inferted  the  word  unlawfully ;  but 
all  amendments  were  rejefted^f  however,  Bridgman ,  chief 
juftice  of  the  common-pleas ,  declaring  that  the  oath  muft  be 
fo  underflood,  Dr.  Bates  and  about  twenty  others  took  it, 
to  avoid  the  imputation  of  fedition;  but  they  had  fuch  a 
lefture  afterwards  from  the  bench  for  their  fcruples,  that 
they  repented  of  what  they  had  done  before  they  went  out 
of  court.  Mr.  Howe ,  and  about  twelve  in  Devonfhire,  and 
a  few  in  Dorfetfhire,  took  the  oath  with  a  declaration  in 
what  fenfe  and  with  what  limitations  they  underflood  it.* 
But  the  body  of  the  non-conformifl  miniflers  refufed  the 
oath,  choofing  rather  to  forfake  their  habitations,  their  re¬ 
lations,  and  friends,  and  all  vif  ble  fupport,  than  dcflroy  the 


§  c(  This  aft  feemed,”  it  is  juftly  obferved*  “  to  be  the  laft  Hep  in  the 
“  climax  of  intolerance;  for  to  deprive  men  of  the  means  of  fubfiftence  im- 
“  plies  more  deliberate  cruelty,  though  it  does  not  excite  fo  much  horror 
“  as  lire  and  faggots.”  Secret  Hiltory  of  the  Reign  of  Charles  II.  vol.  ii. 
p.171,  note.  Ed. 


t  Baxter,  partiii.  p.  3. 

f  Baxter’s  Life,  partiii,  p.  15. 
VOL.  IV, 


Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  329. 

*  Howe’s  Life,  p.  41. 

E  E 


peace 
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peace  of  their  conferences.  Thofe  minifters  who  had  fome 
little  eftate  or  iubilance  of  their  own,  retired  to  fome  remote 
and  obfeure  villages,  or  fuch  little  market-towns  as  were  not 
corporations,  and  more  than  five  miles  from  the  places  where 
they  had  preached;  but  in  many  counties  it  was  difficult  to 
find  fuch  places  of  retirement;  for  either  there  were  no 
houfes  untenanted,  or  they  were  annexed  to  farms  which  the 
minifters  were  not  capable  of  ufing;  or  the  people  were 
afraid  to  admit  the  minifters  into  their  houfes,  left  they  fliould 
be  fuipefted  as  favourers  of  non-conformity. §  Some  took 
advantage  of  the  minifters"  neceffities,  and  raifed  their  rents 
beyond  what  they  could  afford  to  give.  Great  numbers 
were  thus  buried  in  obfeurity,  while  others  who  had  neither 
money  nor  friends,  went  on  preaching  as  they  could,  till  they 
were  fent  to  prifon,  thinking  it  more  eligible  to  perifh  in  a 
gaol  than  to  ftarve  out  of  one;  efpecially  when  by  this  means 
they  had  fome  occafional  relief  from  their  hearers,  and  hopes 
that  their  wives  and  children  might  be  fupported  after  their 
death.f  Many  who  lay  concealed  in  diftant  places  from 
their  flocks  in  the  day-time,  rode  thirty  or  forty  miles  to 
preach  to  them  in  the  night,  and  retired  again  before  day¬ 
light.  Thefe  hardfhips  tempted  fome  few  to  conform  (fays 
Mr.  Baxter ,)  contrary  to  their  former  judgments ;  but^the 
body  of  diflenters  remained  ftedfaft  to  their  principles,  and 
the  church  gained  neither  reputation  nor  numbers.  The 
informers  were  very  diligent  in  hunting  after  their  game ; 
and  the  foldiers  and  officers  behaved  with  great  rudenefs  and 
violence.  When  they  miffed  of  the  minifters,  they  went  into 
the  barns  and  out-houfes,  and  fometimes  thruft  their  fwords 
up  to  the  hilts  in  the  hay  and  ftraw,  where  they  fuppofed 
they  might  lie  concealed;  they  made  havock  pf  their  goods, 
and  terrified  the  women  and  children  almoft  out  of  their  lives. 
Thefe  methods  of  cruelty  reduced  many  minifters  with  their 
families  to  the  neceffity  of  living  upon  brown  rye-bread  and 
water;  but  few  were  reduced  to  publick  beggary,  (fays  Mr. 
Baxter *)  the  providence  of  God  appearing  wonderfully  for 
their  relief,  in  their  greateft  extremities. 

§  Baxter,  partiii.  p.  4.  Burnet,  p.  331. 
f  Baxter’s.  Life,  part  iii.  p.  13.  *  Page  4. 

And 
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And  as  if  the  judgments  of  heaven  upon  this  nation  were 
not  heavy  enough^  nor  the  legiflature  fufficiently  fevere,  the 
bifhops  muft  throw  their  weight  into  the  fcale ;  for  in  the 
very  midft  of  the  plague  July  7,  1 665,  archbifhop  Sheldon 
fent  orders  to  the  feveral  bifhops  of  his  province  to  return 
the  names  of  all  ejefted  non-conformiff  minifters,  with  their 
places  of  abode,  and  manner  of  life;  and  the  returns  of  the 
feveral  bifhops  are  hill  prefcrved  in  the  Lambeth  library.* 
The  defign  of  this  enquiry  was  to  gird  the  laws  clofer  upon 
the  diffenters,  and  to  know  by  what  means  they  earned  their 
bread ;  and  if  this  tender-hearted  archbifbop  could  have 
had  his  will,  they  muft  have  ftarved,  or  fought  a  livelihood 
in  foreign  countries. 

This  year  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  Dr.  Cornelius  Burges , 
a  divine  of  the  puritan  ftampj  educated  at  Oxford,  and  chap¬ 
lain 

*  Comp., Hid.  vol.  iii.  p,  279. 

t  “  If  ail  the  puritans 99  fays  Dr.  Grey ,  “  had  been  of  his  rebellious 
rt  ftamp,  they  had  certainly  been  a  woicked  cre-iv,  but  there  was  a  great  dif- 
€(  ference  in  puritans ,  fome  very  good,  and  fome  very  bad,  as  is  juftly  ob- 
€*  ferved  by  Mr.  Fuller  99  In  his  firft  volume  alfo,  p.  268,  the  doctor  im¬ 
peaches  the  character  of  this  divine,  in  the  words  of  Eachard ;  who  calls 
him  £f  The  /editions  Dr.  Burge/s,  and  one  of  the*  greateft  Bontefeus  of  the 
“  whole  party,  being  the  perpetual  trumpeter  to  the  moft  violent  proceed- 
ings,  a  great  inftrument  in  bringing  on  the  miferies  of  the  nation  ;  who 
“  died  in  great  want  and  poverty,  tormented  and  eaten  up  by  a  cancer  in 
C£  his  neck  and  cheek — a  fearful  inftance  of  rebellion  and  facrilege.”  To 
thefe  and  other  inve&ives  of  the  archdeacon  Eachard  againlt  Dr  Burge/s , 
Dr.  Calarny  replied;  but  the  reply  goes  chiefly  to  fliew  the  archdeacon’s 
partiality,  by  inveighing  in  this  manner  againft  Burge/s ,  when  the  charac¬ 
ters  of  fome  on  the  other  fide  were  open  to  fimilar  charges.  The  fatt, 
which  feems  to  bear  hard  on  the  name  of  this  divine  is,  that  though  he  de¬ 
clared  it  “  by  no  means  lawful  to  alienate  the  bifhops*  lands  from  publick 
and  pious  ufes,  or  to  convert  them  to  any  private  perj hn9 s  propertv; 99 
yet  he  gained  fo  much  as  to  grow  rich  by  the  purchafe  of  them.  Afterkhe 
reftoration  he  loft  all.  This,  Dr.  Calamy  thinks,  might  be  allowed  a  fuf- 
Ficient  punifhment  without  branding  his  memory.  What  inconfiftency  or 
faults  foever  might  be  chargeable  on  Dr.  Burge/s,  the  interpretation  which 
the  archdeacon  puts  on  his  death  deferves  fevere  cenfure,  <f  as  rafli  and  pre- 
“  fuming.”  This  method  gives  a  particular  and  invidious  conftru&ion  to 
events  that  arife  from  general  laws,  and  equally  befal  the  righteous  and  the 
wicked :  and  it  fhews,  how  they  who  ufe  it  would  direft,  if  it  were  in  their 
power,  the  evils  and  calamities  of  life.  It  indicates  as  much  a  want  of  can¬ 
dour  and  generofity  as  of  found  judgment. — —  It  appears  from  a  MS.  hiftory 
drawn  up  by  Dr.  Henry  Sampfon,  a  noted  phyfician,  that  Dr.  Burgefs  was 
deemed  a  man  of  folid  parts  and  great  learning;  that  no  temptations  could 
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lain  to  king  Charles  I.  He  fuffered  much  by  the  high  com- 
miffion  court,  but  taking  part  with  the  parliament,  was  chofen 
one  of  the  pacifick  divines  who  met  at  the  Jerufalem  Cham- 
ber,  to  accommodate  differences  in  the  church:  He  often 
preached  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was  one  of  the 
affembly  of  divines,  but  refufed  to  take  the  covenant  till  he 
was  fufpended.  He  was  eje&ed  at  the  reftoration  from  St. 
Andrews  in  the  city  of  Wells  in  Somerfetfhire,  and  having 
laid  out  all  his  money  in  the  purchafe  of  bifhops’  lands,  he 
was  reduced  to  abfolute  poverty,  [j  He  appeared  at  the  head 
of  the  London  divines,  againft  bringing  the  king  to  his  trial, 
and  was  efleemed  a  very  learned  and  able  divine.  He  died 
at  his  houfe  at  Watford,  June  1665. 

We  have  already  remembered  Dr.  Cheynel  among  the 
Oxford  profeffors,  a  man  of  great  abilities,  and  a  member 
of  the  affembly  of  divines.  He  quitted  his  preferments  ill 
the  univerfity,  for  refufmg  to  take  the  engagement ,  and  was 
ejefted  from  the  living  of  Petworth  at  the  reftoration,  with¬ 
out  having  enriched  ,  himfelf  by  any  of  his  preferments.! 
It  is  reported  that  he  was  fometimes  difordered  in  his  head, 
but  he  was  perfectly  recovered  fome  years  before  his  death, 
which  happened  at  his  houfe  near  Brighthelmftone  in  Suffex, 
September  1665.* 

Induce  him  to  return  to  the  epifcopal  fide;  that  in  the  year  1648,  he  preached 
a  fermon  fuller  of  loyalty  than  the  boldeft  at  that  time  would  dare  to  ex- 
prefs ;  that  he  was  againft  impofing  the  covenant,  and  refufed  to  take  it  till 
he  was  fufpended.  He  was  excellently  /killed  in  the  liturgical  controver- 
fies  and  thofe  of  church-government ;  and  was  pofteffed  of  all  the  books  of 
common-prayer  that  were  ever  printed  in  England,  and  beftowed  them 
upon  Oxford  library.  Dr.  Calamy’s  Letter  to  Mr.  Archdeacon  Eachard, 
p.  107- — 1 1 1  •  Ed. 

||  Wood’s  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  235.  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  586,  or 
Paimer’s  Non-Conformifts  Memorial,  vol.  ii.  p.  384. 

f  For  he  was  remarkable  throughout  his  life  for  hofpitality  and  contempt 
of  money.  Dr.  Jchn/on  publifhed  an  account  of  this  extraordinary  man, 
that  appeared  firft  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  for  March  and  April  1 7  7  5 : 
which,  Mr  .Palmer  remarks,  is  afatire  both  upon  Dr.  Cheynel  and  the  times. 
Dr.  Cheynel ,  this  narrative  fays,  “  had  an  intrepidity  which  was  never  to 
<c  be  ffiaken  by  any  danger,  and  a  fpirit  of  enterprize  not  to  be  difcouraged 
“  by  difficulty;  which  were  fupported  by  an  unufual  degree  of  bodily 
t(  ftrength.  Whatever  he  believed  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  profeis, 
e(  and  what  he  profeiTed  he  was  ready  to  defend.”  Ed. 

#  Wood’s  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  245.  Calamy,  vol*  u.  p.  675,  and 
palmy’s  Non-Conformifts  Memorial,  vol.  ii.  p.  467.  [There 
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[There  died  in  prifon  this  year,  Mr.  Samuel  Fijher ,  a  man 
of  great  parts  and  literature,  of  eminent  piety  and  virtue, 
who  reflected  honour  on  each  denomination  of  chnftians, 
with  which  through  the  change  of  his  fentiments  he  became 
fucceffively  conne&ed.  His  father  was  a  haberdafher  of  hats, 
and  mayor  of  Northampton.  In  1 623,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
he  became  a  ftudent  in  Trinity  college,  Oxford;  where  he 
took  the  degree  of  mailer  of  arts,  and  then  removed  to  New 
Inn.  At  the  univerfity,  he  diltinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  ap¬ 
plication  and  proficiency,  gained  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
Greek  and  Roman  antiquities,  and  was  particularly  given  to 
the  fludy  of  rhetorick  and  poetry.  When  he  had  finifhed 
his  academick  courfe,  he  became  chaplain  to  Sir  Arthur 
Hafelrigg .  In  1632  he  was  prefented  to  the  vicarage  of 
Lidd  in  Kent,  a  living  of  500!.  a  year.  Here  he  had  the 
character  of  a  very  powerful  preacher,  united  with  humility 
and  affability  of  carriage.  While  in  this  fituation,  in  confe- 
quence  of  frequent  converfation  with  a  baptijl  minifter,  he 
was  led  into  an  examination  of  the  queflions  concerning  bap- 
tifm,  which  ended  in  his  embracing  the  opinions  of  the  bap - 
tijls ,  being  baptized  by  hnmerfion ,  and  taking  the  paftoral  care 
of  a  congregation  of  that  people,  having  freely  refigned  his 
living  and  returned  his  diploma  to  the  bifhop;  which  thofe 
who  differ  from  him  muff  applaud  as  a  fmgular  inftance  of 
fmcerity  and  felf-denial.  On  this  he  rented  a  farm  and  com¬ 
menced  grazier;  “  by  which  he  procured  a  decent  compel 
“  tency,  enhanced”  (fays  Mr.  Gough )  u  by  the  confolatiou 
cc  of  folid  content,  and  the  internal  teflimony  of  an  appro- 
“  ving  heart.”  During  his  connection  with  the  baptijls  he 
baptized  fome  hundreds,  and  was  frequently  engaged  in 
publick  difputes  in  vindication  of  their  fentiments,  to  the 
number  of  nine  in  the  courfe  of  three  years,  with  feveral 
noted  minifters,  fometimes  in  the  prefence  of  2000  auditors, 
and  once  with  Dr.  Cheynel,  He  publifhed  alfo  a  treatife, 
entitled  “  Baby  Baptifm  mere  Babifm;”  which  is  reprefented 
as  containing  the  whole  ftate  of  the  controverfy  as  it  was 
then  managed.  He  was  deemed  an  ornament  to  the  fed, 
and  was  one  of  the  chief  defenders  of  their  do&rine.  In 
1 655,  he  embraced  the  principles  of  th t  quakers,  and  became 
an  aftive  and  laborious  minifter  among  them.  He  preached 

at 
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at  Dunkirk  againfl  the  idolatry  of  the  priefts  and  friars : 
and,  in  company  with  another  friend,  travelled  on  foot  over 
the  Alps  to  Rome;  where  they  tertified  againfl:  the  fuperfti- 
tions  of  the  place,  and  diftributed  fome  books  amongft  the 
ecclefiafticks :  and  left  it  without  moJeftation:  After  his  re¬ 
turn  he  fuffered  among  protejiants  the  perfec'ution  which  he 
efcaped  among  the  Romanifls.  The  great  part  of  the  four 
laft  years  of  his  life  was  fpent  in  prifon;  and  after  two  vears 
confinement  in  the  White-Lyon  prifon  in  Southwark,  he 
died,  £-  in  perfect  peace  with  God;  in  good  efteem  both 
with  his  friends  and  many  others,  on  account  of  the  emi- 
“  nence  of  his  natural  parts  and  acquired  abilities  as  a  fcho- 
“  ^r,  and  of  his  exemplary  humility,  fociai  virtues,  and  cir- 
“  circumfpeft  converfation  as  a  chriftian:  In  meeknefs  in- 
“  hructing  thofe  who  oppofed  him,  and  labouring  inceflantly 
“  by  h's  difcourfes  and  by  his  writings  to  propagate  and 
“  promote  true  chriftian  practice  and  piety,”  Wood’s 
Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  243.  Crolhy’s  Hiftory  of  the 
Baptins,  vol.  i.  p.  361,  &c.  and  Gough’s  Hiftory  of  the 
Quakers,  vol.  i.  p.  163,  and  voi.  ii.  p.  141.  Ed.J 


The  vices  of  the  nation  not  being  fufficiently  punifhed  by 
peftilence  and  ‘war,  it  pleafed  Almighty  God  this  year  to  fuffer 
the  city  of  London  to  be  laid  in  allies  by  a  dreadful  confla¬ 
gration,  which  broke  out  in  Pudding-lane  behind  the  Mo¬ 
nument,  Sept.  2,  1660,  and  within  three  or  four  days,  con¬ 
firmed  thirteen  thoufand  two  hundred  dwelling-houfes, eighty- 
nine  churches,  among  which  was  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul’s; 
many  publick  ftructures,  fchools,  libraries,  and  ftateiy  edi¬ 
fices.  Multitudes  loft  their  goods  and  merchandize,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  their  fubftance,  and  fome  few  their  lives ; 
the  king,  the  duke  of  York,  and  many  of  the  nobility,  were 
fpeftators  of  the  deiolation,  but  had  not  the  power  to  flop 
its  progrefs,  till  at  length  it  ceafed  alrnoft  as  wonderfully  as 
it  began.  Moorfieids  was  filled  with  houfhold  goods,  and 
the  people  were  forced  to  lodge  in  huts  and  tents :  Many  fa¬ 
milies  who  were  the  laft  week  in  prolperity,  were  now  re¬ 
duced  to  beggary,  and  obliged  to  begin  the  world  again. 
The  authors  of  this  fire  were  faid  to  be  the  papifts,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  infcription  upon  the  monument.  The  parlia¬ 
ment. 
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ment,  being  of  this  opinion,  petitioned  the  king  to  iflue  out 
a  proclamation,  requiring  all  popilh  priefts  and  jefuits  to  de¬ 
part  the  kingdom  within  a  month,  and  appointed  a  committee 
who  received  evidence  of  fome  papifts  who  were  fecn  to  throw 
fire-balls  into  houfes,  and  of  others  who  had  materials  for  it 
in  their  pockets;  but  the  men  were  fled,  and  none  buffered 
but  one  Hubert ,  a  Frenchman,  by  his  own  confeflion.* 

'  In  this  general  confufion,  the  churches  being  burnt,  and 
many  of  the  parifli  minifters  withdrawn  for  want  of  habita¬ 
tions  or  places  of  worfliip,  the  non-conformifts  refolved  again 
to  fupply  the  necefiities  of  the  people,  depending  upon  it 
that  infuch  an  extremity,  they  Ihould  efcape  perfecution. 
Some  churches  were  erected  of  boards,  which  they  called 
tabernacles ,  and  the  diflenters  fitted  up  large  rooms  with  pul¬ 
pits,  feats,  and  galleries,  for  the  reception  of  all  who  would 
come.  Dr.  Manton  had  his  rooms  full  in  Covent-Garden ; 
Mr.  Tho.  Vincent,  Mr.  Doolittle ,  Dr.  Turner ,  Mr.  Grimes , 
Mr.  Jenkyns,  Mr.  Nath.  Vincent,  Dr.  Jacosnb ,  Mr.  Watfon , 
had  their  feparate  meetings  in  other  places.  The  indepen¬ 
dants  alfo,  as  Dr.  Owen,  Dr.  Goodwin,  Mr.  Griffiths,  Brooks, 
Caryl,  Barker ,  Nye,  and  others,  began  the  fame  practice; 
many  citizens  frequented  the  meetings,  where  the  liturgy  was 
not  read;  though  the  few  parifli  pulpits  that  remained  were 
filled  with  vety  able  preachers ;  .  as  Dr.  Tillotfon,  Stilling  fleet, 
Patrick,  White,  Gifford,  Which  cot,  Horton ,  Merit  on,  &c. 
But  none  of  thefe  calamities  had  any  farther  influence  upon 
the  court  prelates,  than  that  they  durft  not  profecute  the 
preachers  fo  feverely  for  the  prefent.t 

Among  the  non-conformift  minifters  who  died  this  year, 
w7ere  the  Reverend  Mr.  Edward  Calamy ,  B.  D.jj  the  eje&ed 
minifter  of  Aldermanbury,  born  in  London,  1600,  and  bred 
in  Pembroke-Hall,  Cambridge;  he  was  firft  chaplain  to  Dn 
Felton ,  bifhop  of  Ely;  and  afterwards  fettled  at  St.  Edmonds - 
bury,  from  whence,  after  ten  years,  he  with  thirty  other 

i 

*  Hubert  was  a  French  Hugo  not,  of  Roan  in  Normandy,  Though  he 
confeffed  the  fa 61,  yet,  according  to  Eachard,  he  fufFered  unjuftly  ;  for  he 
was  a  fort  of  lunatick,  and  had  not  landed  in  England  till  two  days  after  the 
fire,  as  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  the  mailer  of  the  fliip  who  had  him  on 
board.  Grey’s  Examination,  vol.  iii.  p.  349.  Ed. 

X  Baxter’s  Life,  part  iii,  p.  19.  |j  Calamy’s  Abridg.  vol.  ii.  p.  4. 
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miniflers,  were  driveu  out  of  the  diocefe  by  bi&op  Wren’s 
vilitation  articles  and  the  book  of  fports.  Upon  the  death 
ofDr  -.Stoughton,  1639,  he  was  chofen  to  Aldermanbury, 
where  he  loon  gained  a  vail  reputation.  He  was  one  of  the 
lvines  who  met  in  the  Jerufalem  chamber  for  accommodating 
ccclefiaftical  matters  in  the  year  1641.  He  was  afterwards 
a  member  of  the  affembly  at  Weftminfter,  and  an  aftive  man 
in  all  their  proceedings.  He  was  one  of  the  mod;  popular 
preachers  iu  the  city,*  and  had  a  great  hand  in  the  king’s  re- 
uoiation,  but  foon  repented  his  having  done  it  without  a  pre¬ 
vious  treaty.  He  refufed  a  biflioprick,  becaufe  he  could  not 
have  it  upon  the  terms  of  the  king’s  declaration  ;  and  foon 
aftei  the  hnrtholojnew  acl,  was  imprifoned  111  Newgate  for 
preaching  an  occafional  fermon  to  his  parifhioners.$  He 
afterwards  lived  pretty  much  retired  till  this  year,  when  being 


y  was  constantly  attended  for  twenty  years  together 

by  p^rions  of  th#  greateft  quality,  there  being  feldoni  fo  few  as  twenty 
coaches.  He  was  prefident  in  meetings  of  the  city  minifters,  and  qualified, 
by  natural  and  acquired  abilities,  to  be  the  leader  of  the  prejbyterians ,  He 
dared  to  cen jure  the  conduct  0 f  Cromwell  to  his  face,  and  was  never  known 
to  be  intimidated,  where  he  thought  his  duty  was  concerned.  Of  which  his 
grandfon  gives  a  remarkable  proof,  f  He  was  one  of  the  writers  againfi: 
the^liturgy.  The  title  of  one  of  the  anfwers  to  him  and  his  brethren  is  a 
curious  fpecimen  of  the  tafte  and  fpirit  of  the  times.  It  was  called  «  A 
**  Throat  Hapfe  for  the  Frogs  and  Toads  that  crept  abroad  croaking  againft 
"*  Common-Prayer-Book.  ’  Granger’s  Hiltory  of  England,  vol.  ii.  p. 
184.  odtavo,  and  note.  Ed. 

§  This  confinement  made  no  fmall  noife ;  Mr.  Calamy  was  a  man  fo  ge¬ 
nerally  beloved  and  refpefled.  Dr.  Wilde  publilhed  a  copy  of  verfesonthe 
occafion,  which  was  fpread  through  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  And  the 
pafiage  through  Newgate- ftreet  was  obltru&edby  the  coaches  ofthofe  who 
vifited  him  in  his  imprifonment.  A  popilh  lady,  who  had  been  ftopt  by 
them,  finding  what  alarm  and  difiurbance  this  proceeding  again!!  Nlr.Cala- 
my  had  produced,  took  the  find  opportunity  to  wait  upon  the  king  at  White¬ 
hall,  and  communicate  the  whole  matter  to  him,  exprefiing  her  fear,  that  if 
fuch  fteps  as  thefe  were  taken,  he  would  lofe  the  affe&ions  of  the  city,  which 
might  be  of  very  ill  confequence.  On  this  remonftrance,  and  for  fome  other 
reafons,  Mr  .Calamy  was  in  a  little  time  difeharged  by  the  exprefs  order  of 
his  majefty.  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Edmund  Calamy,  a  MSS.  Ed. 

t  Preaching  before  General  Monk,  foon  after  the  reftoration,  having  occafion 
to  fpeak  of  filthy  lucre,  he  faid,  “  Some  men  will  betray  three  kingdoms  for  filthy 
lucre's  fake:77  and  immediately  threw  his  handkerchief,  which  he  ufually 
waved  up  and  down  while  he  was  preaching,  towards  the  general's  pew.  Pal¬ 
mer  and  Granger,  ut  fupra.  Ed. 

driven 


( 


CHAP.  VII.  OF  THE  PURITANS.  425 

I  *  1 

driven  in  a  coach  through  the  ruins  of  the  city  of  London, 
it  fo  aflefted  him,  that  he  went  home,  and  never  came  out  of 
his  chamber  more,  dying  within  a  month  in  the  67th  year  of 
his  age.* 

Mr.  Arthur  Jackfon ,  M.  A.  the  ejected  minifter  of  St. 
Faith’s,  was  born  about  the  year  1 593,  and  educated  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  He  became  minifter  of  St.  Michael* s  Wood-ftreet 
in  the  year  162?,  when  the  peftilence  raged  in  the  city;  and 
continued  with  his  parifli  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  diftemper.f  He  was  fined  five  hundred  pounds  for  re- 
fufing  to  give  evidence  againit  Mr.  Love ,  and  committed 
prifoner  to  the  Fleet,  where  he  remained  feventeen  weeks. 
At  the  reftoration  he  was  chofen  by  the  provincial  afifembly 
of  London  to  prefent  a  bible  to  the  king  at  his  public  en¬ 
trance.  §  He  was  afterwards  one  of  the  commiifioners  of  the 
Savoy;  and  when  the  uniformity  aft  took  place,  being  old, 
he  retired  to  a  private  life,  and  died  with  great  fatisfaftion 
in  his  non-conformity,  Aug.  5,  1665,  in  the  feventy-fourth 
year  of  his  age. 

Dr.  William  Spurftow ,  the  ejefted  minifter  of  Hackney, 
was  fometime  malter  of  Katherine-Hall,  Cambridge,  but 
ejefted  for  refufing  the  engagement.  He  was  one  of  the  au¬ 
thors  of  SmeBymnuus,  a  member  of  the  aflembly  of  divines, 
and  afterwards  one  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  Savoy;  a  man 
of  great  learning,  humility  gnd  charity,  and  of  a  cheerful 
converfation:  He  lived  through  the  ficknefs  year,  but  died 
the  following  in  an  advanced  age.J 

This  year  was  memorable  for  the  fall  of  the  great  earl  of 
Clarendon ,  lord  high  chancellor  of  England,  who  attended 

*  Non-conformifts  Memorial,  vol.  i.  p.  73. 

<  f  Calamy’s  Abridg.  vol.  ii.  p.  3  5  or  Palmer’s  Non*conformifts  Memo, 
rial,  vol.  i.  p.  104. 

§  “  There  was,”  Mr.  Granger  obferves,  a  particular  propriety  in  af- 
“  figning  this  office  to  him,  as  he  had  written  a  commentary  on  feveral  parts 
of  the  bible.”  He  was  a  man  of  prodigious  application  ;  at  the  univer- 
fity  he  ftudied  fourteen  or  fixteen  hours  a  day,  and  to  the  day  of  his  death 
conftantly  rofe,  fummerand  winter,  at  three  or  four  o’clock  in  the  morning. 
Granger’s  Hift,  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  43,o&avo.  Ed. 

X  Caiamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  471;  or  Palmer’s  Nonconformifts  Memorial,  vol.  ii. 

p.  173. 
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the  king  in  his  exile,  and  upon  his  majefty’s  reftoration  was 
created  a  peer,  and  advanced  to  the  high  dignity  of  chancellor 
of  England.  He  governed  with  a  fovereign  and  abfolute  fwav 
as  prime  minifter  tor  about  two  years;  but  in  the  year  1663, 
he  was  impeached  of  high  treafon  by  the  earl  of  Briftob,  and 
though  the  impeachment  was  ciropt  for  want  of  form,  his  in- 
tereft  at  court  declined  from  that  time,  and  after  the  Oxford 
parliament  of  1 665,  his  lordfhip  was  out  of  all  credit.  This 
fummer  the  king  took  the  feals  from  him,  and  on  the  12th  of 
November  Sir  Edward  Seymour  impeached  him  of  high  trea¬ 
fon,  at  the  bar  of  the  home  of  peers,  in  the  name  of  all  the 
commons  of  England,  for  fundry  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
proceedings  contrary  to  Jaw ,  by  which  he  had  acquired  a 
greater  eftate  than  could  be  foneflly  gotten  in  that  time — 
For  procuring  grants,  of  the  king’s  lands  to  his  relations, 
contrary  to  law— for  correfponding  with  Cromwell  in  his 
exile* * * § — for  advifmg  and  effecting  the  bile  of  Dunkirk* — for 
iffuing  out  £>uo  Warrants  to  obtain  great  furns  of  money 
from  the  corporations— for  determining  people’s  title  to  their 
lands  at  the  council  table,  and  flopping  proceedings  at  law, 
&c.  The  earl  had  made  himfelf  obnoxious  at  court  by  his  ma- 
gifterial  carriage  to  the  king,|  and  was  grown  very  unpopolar 
by  his  fuperb  and  magnificent  palace  at  St.  James’s,  erected 
in  a  time  of  war  and  peftilence,  which  coft  him  fifty  thoufand 
pounds:§  Some  called  it  Dunkirk-houfe,  as  being  built  with 
his  fhare  of  the  price  of  that  fortrefs;  and  others  Holland- 
houfe,  as  if  he  had  received  money  from  the  king’s  enemies 
in  time  of  war.  The  king’s  fecond  marriage,  which  proved 


*  Dr.  Grey  fuppofes  that  Mr.  Neal  could  not  but  know  that  lord  Claren¬ 

don  had  cleared  himfelf  from  this  charge  to  the  king’s  fatisfa&ion  during  his 
exile ;  who  declared  <f  that  he  was  forry  that  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
“  do  him  more  juftice  than  to  declare  him  innocent,  which  he  did,  and  com- 
,c  manded  the  clerk  of  the  council  to  draw  up  a  full  order  for  his  juftification  1 
4(  which  his  majefty  himfelf  would  iign.”  Ed. 

f  Burnet,  p.  365,  369,  370. 

§  Mr.  Eachard  fays  that  this  palace  was  built  in  the  abfence  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor,  principally  at  the  expence  of  the  Vintner* s  company ;  and  that  when 
he  came  to  fee  the  cafe  of  it,  he  rather  fubmitted  than  confented,  and  with 
a  fighfaid,  “  This  houfe  will  one  day  be  my  ruin.”  Grey’s  Examination, 
vol.  iii.  p.  352,  note.  The  dodtor  fills  two  pages  here*  with  quoting  lord 
Clarendon' s  vindication  of  himfelf.  Ed. 

barren, 
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barren,  was  laid  to  his  charge,  and  faid  to  be  contrived  for  the 
advancement  of  his  grand-children  by  the  duchefs  of  York, 
who  was  tlie  earl’s  daughter.  When  his  majeky  inclined  to 
part  with  his  queen,  and  if  poffiblc  to  legitimate  his  addrefles 
to  Mifs  Steward ,  the  chancellor  got  her  married  privately 
to  the  duke  of  Richmond ,  without  the  king’s  knowledge, 
which  his  majefty  was  told  was  to  fecure  the  fuccdhon  of 
the  crown  to  his  own  family.  This  intriguing,  together 
with  his  high  oppofition  to  the  Roman  catholicks,  and  to  all 
who  were  not  of  his  principles,  procured  him  many  enemies, 
and  ftruck  him  quite  out  of  the  king’s  favour.  The  earl 
did  not  think  fit  to  abide  the  ftorm,  bur  withdrew  to  France, 
leaving  a  paper  behind  him,  in  winch  he  denies  ahnoft  every 
article  of  his  charge;'*  but  the  parliament  voted  his  defence 
fcandalous,  and  ordered  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the 
common  hangman.  December  1 8.  his  lorchhip  was  baniflied 
the  king’s  dominions  for  life  by  acl  of  parliament;  he  fpent 
the  remaining  feven  years  of  his  life  at  Roan  in  Normandy, 
among  papifts  and  prefbyterians,  whom  he  would  hardly  fuf- 
fer  to  live  in  his  own  country,  and  employed  the  chief  of  his 
time  in  writing  the  hiftory  of  the  grand  rebellion, §  which  is 
in  every  one’s  hands, 

The 


'*  The  articles  of  the  charge  ftated  by  Mr.  Neal  were,  if  you  credit  Dr. 
TVelwiood,  the  oftenfible  caufes  only  of  the  chancellor’s  fall.  The  true  reafon 
why  he  was  abandoned  to  his  enemies  was,  that  he  fecretly  oppofedthe  de- 
fign  of  the  parliament  to  fettle  fuch  a  revenue  upon  the  king  during  life  as 
would  place  him  beyond  the  necefiity  of  afking  more,  except  on  fome  extraor¬ 
dinary  occaiion  ;  and  he  drew  the  earl  of  Southampton  into  his  views,  urging 
that  he  knew  the  king  fo  well,  that  if  fuch  a  revenue  were  once  fettled 
upon  him  for  life,  neither  of  them  two  would  be  of  any  farther  ufe;  and  there 
would  be  no  probability  of  feeing  many  more  feilions  of  parliament  during 
that  reign.  This  came  to  the  king’s  ears.  Memoirs,  p.  109-10,  6th  ed. 
Lord  Cornbury  in  a  letter  to  the  duke  o {Ormond,  preferred  by  Carte ,  faid 
that  his  father  never  furred  as  long  as  he  faw  any  probability  of  being 
brought  to  his  trial  in  parliament,  though  all  his  friends  perfuaded  him  to 
leave  the  kingdom,  fearing  that  his  innocence  would  not  proteft  him  againft 
the  malice  of  his  enemies.  When  he  found  that  there  was  a  defign  to  pro¬ 
rogue  the  parliament  on  purpofe  to  try  him  by  a  jury  of  peers,  by  which 
means  he  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  protefting  lords ,  he  refolved  to 
avail  himfelf  of  an  opportunity  of  going  over  to  Calais.  Grey’s  Exam. 
vol.  iii.  p.  355,  56.  Ed. 

§  He  alfo  read  over  Livy  and  Tacitus ,  and  almoft  T ully* s  works ;  and 
[c  .was  a  much  greater,  perhaps  a  happier  man  alone  and  in  exile,”  fays 

Mr.  Granger, 
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_  The  earl  of  Clarendon  was  a  proteflant  of  Laudean  prin¬ 
ciples  in  church  and  flare,  and  at  the  head  of  all  the  penal 
laws  againft  the  non-conformifls  to  this  time.  Bifhop  Bur- 
“  net  fays,J  “  He  was  a  good  chancellor, §  but  a  little  too 
rough;  that  he  meddled  too  much  in  foreign  affairs,  which 
“  he  never  underftood  well :  that  he  had  too  much  levity 
“  in  his  wit,  and  did  not  obferve  the  decorum  of  his  poll:.” 
Mr.  Rapin  adds,  |j  “  That  from  him  came  all  the  blows  aimed 
“  at  the  non-conformifls  fince  the  beginning  of  this  reign.  His 
"  immoderate  paffion  againft  prefbvterianifm  was  this  great 
man’s  foible.  He  gloried  in  his  hatred  ef  that  people; 
and,  perhaps,  contributed  more  than  any  other  perfon  to 
“  that  excels  of  animofity  which  fubfifts  againft  them  at  this 
“  day  among  the  followers  of  his  maxims  and  principles.” 
Mr.  Eachard  fays,  “  His  removal  was  a  great  fatisfaftion  to 
“  the  diffenters;”  directly  contrary  to  Mr.  Baxter,  «  who 
“  obferves  a  remarkable  providence  of  God,  that  he  who 
“  had  dealt  fo  cruelly  by  the  non-conformifts  flrould  be  ba- 
“  nilhed  by  his  own  friends,  while  the  others,  whom  he  had 
“  perfecuted,  were  moft  moderate  in  his  cafe,  and  many  of 
“  them  for  him.  It  was  a  great  eafe  that  befel  good  men  by 
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Mr.  Granger ,  ic  than  Charles  the  fecond  upon  his  throne.  ”  Hiftory  of 
England,  vol.  iii.  p.  360,  and  vol.  iv.  p.  64,  note.  Ed. 

X  Page  33. 

t  Grey  gives  bifhop  Burnet’s  chara&er  of  the  lord  Chancellor  more 
at  length ;  and  prefixes  another  charadler  of  his  lorafhip  drawn  by  the  pen 
of  Mr.  Carte ,  to  <f  obviate,”  as  he  exprefies  himfelf,  “  the  ill-natured  re- 
“  fle&ion  caft  upon  him  by  Mr.  AW;  becaufe  he  adhered  to  the  intereft  of 
“  his  king  and  country,  and  would  not  give  up  the  church  eftablifhed  into 
**  the  hands  of  unreafpnable  fanatics.”  Ed. 

§  A  domeftick  incident,  related  by  bifhop  Burnet ,  is  fuppofed  to  have  fixed 
and  heightened  the  chancellor’s  zeal  for  the  conftitutional  liberties  of  his 
country,  in  civil  matters.  On  a  vifit  which  he  paid  to  his  father,  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  Wiltfhire,  when  he  began  to  grow  eminent  in  his  profeflion,  as  they 
were  walking  one  day  in  a  field,  his  father  obferved  to  him,  “  that  men  of 
€t  his  profeflion  did  often  ftretch  law  and  prerogative  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
€t  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  to  recommend  and  advance  themfelves;”  and  charged 
him,  that  he  fhould  “  never  facrifice  the  laws  and  liberties  of  his  country 
“  to  his  own  intereft,  or  to  the  will  of  a  prince.”  He  repeated  this  twice; 
and  immediately  fell  into  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  hours. 
Burnet’s  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  i.  p.  231. 

jl  Vol,  ii.  p,  650,  folio  ed. 
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«  his  fall,  (fays  he)  for  his  way  was  to  decoy  men  into  confpira- 
«  cieSt  or  pretended  plots,  and  upon  thofe  rumours  innocent  peo- 
«  pie  were  laid  in  prif on,  fo  that  no  man  knew  when  he  was 
«  fafe;  whereas  fince  his  time ,  though  the  laws  have  been  made 
«  more fevere,yet  men  are  more  fafe.”*  His  lorddnp  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  perfon  of  very  confiderable  abilities,  which  have 
been  fufficiently  celebrated  by  his  admirers,  but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  difcover  any  great  or  generous  exploits  for  the 
fervice  of  the  publick;  and  how  far  his  conduct  with  regard 
to  the  non-conformids  was  confident  with  humanity,  religion, 
or  honour,  mud  be  left  with  the  reader. 


*  Baxter,  part  Hi.  p.  20,  21. 
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From  the  Banijhment  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  the 
Di/ig  s  Declaration  oj  Indulgence  in  the  year  1672. 

—  1667.— 

IF  "TPON  tiie  f3.I1  of  me  eurl  of  Clarendon ,  the  difcourfe  of 
a  toleration  began  to  revive  :  The  king  in  his  fpeech 
to  his  parliament,  Feb.  10,  has  this  paffage:  “  One  thing 
“  more  I  hold  myfelf  obliged  to  recommend  to  yon  at  this 
prefent,  that  is,  tnat  you  would  feriouily  think  of  dome 
“  courfe  to  beget  a  better  union  and  compofure  in  the  minds 
of  my  piotehant  hi  bj  efts  in  matters  of  religion,  whereby 
they  may  be  induced  not  only  to  fubmit  quietly  to  the 
government,  but  alfo  cheerfully  give  their  affiftance  to 
the  fupport  of  it.”*  Sundry  pamphlets  were  publifhed 
upon  this  head;  and  the  duke  of  Buckingham  being  now 
prime  minifter,  the  non-conformifts  about  London°  were 
connived  at,  and  people  went  openly  and  boldly  to  their 
meetings.  .  .  c  .  | 

But  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  were  yet  influenced  by 
the  pernicious  maxims  of  the  late  chancellor,  petitioned  the 
king  to  iffue  out  his  proclamation,  for  enforcing  the  laws 
againfl  con*^i__.Ciw,^,  and  for  preferving  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  againfl  unlawful  affemblies  of  papifls  and  non-con- 
formifls.  Accordingly,  his  majelly  iffued  out  his  proclama¬ 
tion,  that  “  upon  conftderation  of  the  late  petition,  and' 
“  upon  information  that  divers  perfons  in  feveral  parts  of 
“  the  realm  (abufmg  his  clemency,  even  while  it  was  under 
“  confideration  to  find  out  a  way  for  the  better  union  of  his 
“  proteflant  iubjects)  have  of  late  frequently  and  openly, 

“  in  great  numbers,  and  to  the  great  dilturbance  of  the 
“  peace,  held  unlawful  affemblies  and  conventicles,  his  ma- 
“  jelly  declares,  that  he  will  not  fuller  fuch  notorious  con- 

♦  *  Cftlamy’s  Abridgment,  vol.  i.  p.  316. 

“  tempt 
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cc  tempt  of  the  laws  to  go  unpuniihed,  but  requires,  charges, 
“  and  commands,  all  officers  to  be  circumfpeft  and  vigilant 
«  in  their  feveral  jurifdicHons,  to  enforce  and  put  the  laws 
46  in  execution  againfl;  unlawful  conventicles,  commanding 
44  them  to  take  particular  care  to  preferve  the  peace. ” 

The  fufferings  of  the  diffenters  began  to  excite  compaffion 
in  the  minds  of  the  people,  infomuch  that  their  numbers 
vifibly  increafed,  partly  through  the  indulgence  of  the  court, 
and  the  want  of  churches  fince  the  lire  of  London,  and  partly 
through  the  poverty  of  the  common  people,  who  having 
little  to  lofe,  ventured  to  go  publickly  to  meetings  in  de¬ 
fiance  ,of  the  laws.  The  indolence  of  the  eftablifhed  clergy, 
and  the  diligence  of  the  non-conformift  minifters,  contributed 
very  much  to  the  increafe  of  non-conformijls.  Bilhop  Burnet 
fays,§  44  The  king  was  highly  offended  at  the,  behaviour  of 
44  moft  of  the  bilhops;  archbiffiop  Sheldon  and  Morley ,  who 
44  kept  dole  by  lord  Clarendon ,  the  great  patron  of  perfecu- 
4£  ting  power,  loll  the  king’s  favour ;  the  former  never  re- 
44  covered  it,  and  the  latter  was  fent  from  court  into  his  dio- 
“  cefe.  When  complaint  was  made  of  fome  diforders  and 
“  conventicles,  the  king  faid  the  clergy  were  chiefly  to  blame, 
s‘  for  if  they  had  lived  well,  and  gone  about  their  parifhes, 
“  and  taken  pains  to  convince  the  non-conformifls,  the  na- 
“  tion  might  have  been  well  fettled,  but  they  thought  of 
“  nothing  but  to  get  good  benefices,  and  keep  a  good  table.” 
In  another  converfation  with  the  bifhop,  about  the  ill  (late 
of  the  church,f  his  majefty  faid,  “  If  the  clergy  had  done 
“  their  parts  it  had  been  eafy  to  run  down  the  non-confor- 
“  mills,  but  they  will  do  nothing,  (fays  the  king)  and  will 
“  have  me  do  every  thing;  and  moll  of  them  do  worfe  than 
*-  if  they  did  nothing.  I  have  a  very  honeft  chaplain,  (fays 
“  he)  to  whom  I  have  given  a  living  in  Suffolk,  but  he  is  a 
“  very  great  blockhead,  and  yet  has  brought  all  his  parifli 
“  to  church;  I  cannot  imagine  what  he  could  fay  to  them, 
“  for  he  is  a  very  filly  fellow;  but  he  has  been  about  from 
“  houfe  to  houfe,  and  I  fuppofe  his  nonfenfe  has  fuited  their 
“  nonfenfe;  and  in  reward  of  his  diligence  I  have  given  him 
“  a  bifhoprick  in  Ireland.”  About  this  time  Ralph  Wallis , 
a  coblei  of  Oloceller,  publifhed  an  account  of  a  great  num* 

§  Vol.  i.  p.  371,  379.  +  Page  380. 
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ber  of  fcandalous  conformifi  minifters,  and  enumerated  their 
fcandals,  to  the  great  difpleafure  of  the  clergy;  and  I  fear 
(fays  Mr.  Baxter* * * §')  to  the  temptation  of  many  non-confor- 
mifts,  who  might  be  glad  of  any  thing  to  humble  the  pre- 
latifts. 

* 

The  learned  Dr.  Lazarus  Searngn^  the  ejefted  minifter  of 
Allhallows,  Bread-ftfeet,  died  this  year,  of  whom  we  have 
given  forne  account  among  the  Cambridge  pmofeflbrs;  he 
was  educated  in  Emanuel  college,  and  by  his  indefatigable 
induftry  rofe  to  high  reputation  in  the  learned  world  for  his 
exa ft  acquaintance  with  the  oriental  languages ;  he  was  an 
able  divine,  an  active  member  of  the  affembly  at  Weftmin- 
fter,  and  was  taken  notice  of  by  king  Charles  I.  at  the  treaty 
of  the  ifle  of  Wight,  for  his  Angular  abilities  in  the  debates 
about  church  government. jj  He  was  alfo  matter  of  Peter- 
houfe,  Cambridge,  but  loll  all  at  the  reftoration ;  he  under¬ 
went  ftrong  pains  with  admirable  patience,  and  at  length 
died  in  peace  in  the  month  of  September  1667.J 

Mr.  George  Hughes ,  B.  D.  the  ejefted  minifter  of  Plymouth, 
born  in  Southwark, §  and  educated  in  Corpus  Chrifti  college 
in  Cambridge.  He  wras  called  to  a  lecture  in  London,  bnt 
was  filenced  for  non-conformity  by  archbifhop  Laud.  After 
fome  time  he  went  to  Taviftock,  and  laft  of  all  fettled  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  having  inftitution  and  induftion  from  Dr.  Brownrigge 
bifliop  of  Exeter,  in  the  year  1644.  Here  he  continued  till 
the  year  1662,  whence  he  was  ejefted  a  week  before  the 
aft  of  uniformity  took  place.  He  was  afterwards  imprifoned 
in  St.  Nicholas  Ifland,  where  he  contracted  an  incurable 
fcurvy  and  dropfy,  which  at  length  put  an  end  to  his  life. 
He  was  well  read  in  the  fathers,  an  acute  difputant,  a  molt 
faithful' pallor  to  a  large  flock  under  his  care,  and  a  molt 
holy,  pious,  and  exemplary  chriltian.  He  had  the  greateft 
interelt  and  influence  of  any  minifter  in  the  weft  country,  and 


*  Life,  partiii.  p.  23. 

D  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  17,.  and  Palmer’s  Non-conf.  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  76. 

J  He  left  a  very  valuable  library,  which  yielded  700I.  and  was  the  firfl 
fold  by  auction  in  England.  Ed. 

§  In  1603,  when  his  mother,  who  had  never  child  before,  though  fhe 
was  now  married  to  her  fourth  hulband,  was  fifty-two  years  of  age.  She 
ived  to  her  96th  year.  Ed. 

refufed 
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refufed  a  rich  bifhoprick  at  the  reftoration.  He  was  both 
charitable  and  hofpitable  when  it  was  in  his  power,  and  died 
at  length  in  a  moll  heavenly  manner,  in  the  month  of  July, 
1667,  and  in  the  fixty -fourth  year  of  his  age.  The  reve¬ 
rend  Mr.  John  Howe ,  his  fon-in-law,  compofed  a  Latin  epi¬ 
taph  for  him,  which  is  infcribed  on  his  tomb.* 

The  kingdom  was  at  this  time  full  of  factions  and  difcon- 
tents,  arifmg  from  the  late  calamities  of  lire  and  plague,  as 
well  as  the  burthen  of  the  Dutch  war;  trade  was  at  a  Hand,  and 
great  numbers  of  his  majefty’s  fubje&s  were  both  difpirited 
and  impoverilhed  by  the  penal  laws;  but  that  which  ftruck 
all  confiderate  men  with  a  panick,  was  the  danger  of  the  pro- 
teilant  intereft,  and  the  liberties  of  Europe,  from  the  formi¬ 
dable  progrefs  of  the  French  armies,  which  this  very  fummer 
overrun  the  Spanilh  Flanders,  and  took  the  ftrong  towns  of 
Charleroy,  Bergue,  Aeth,  Douay,  Tournay,  Audenard,  Lille, 
Courtray,  Furnes,  &c.  which,  with  their  dependencies,  were 
yielded  in  full  fovereignty  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle.  The  Englilh  court  feemed  unconcerned  at  the 
French  conquefts,  till  they  were  awakened  by  the  clamours 
of  the  whole  nation;  upon  this  Sir  William  Temple  was  fent 
into  Holland,  who  in  a  few  weeks  concluded  a  triple  alliance 
between  England,  Holland,  and  Sweden,  which  {Lengthened 
the  proteftant  intereft  while  it  fubfifted;  but  the  French  mif- 
trelfes  and  money  could  diffolve  the  ftrongeft  bonds. 

In  this  critical  lituation  of  affairs  abroad,  fome  attempts 
were  made  to  quiet  the  minds  of  his  majefty’s  proteftant 
fubjefts  at  home,  for  men  began  to  think  it  high  time  for 
proteftants  to  put  a  flop  to  the  pulling  down  their  neighbours 
houfes,  when  the  common  enemy  was  threatening  the  de- 
ftruclion  of  them  all ;  therefore  lord  keeper  Bridgman ,  lord 
chief  juftice  Hales ,  bifliop  Wilkins ,  Reynolds ,  Dr.  Burton ,  Til - 
htfon.  Stilling  fleet,  and  others,  fet  on  foot  a  comprehension  of 
fuch  as  could  be  brought  into  the  church  by  fome  abatements, 
and  a  toleration  for  the  reft.  But  the  projeft  was  blafted  by 
the  court  bifliops,  and  lord  Clarendon's  friends,  who  took 
the  alarm,  and  raifed  a  mighty  outcry  of  the  danger  of  the 
church. |  No  body  (fay  they)  knows  where  the  demands  of 

#  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  222,  or  Palmer’s  Nonconf.  Memorial,  vol.  i.  p.  387. 

t  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p,  380,  &c. 
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the  prefbytcrians  will  end;  the  caufe  of  the  hierarchy  will 
be  given  up,  if  any  of  thole  points  are  yielded,  which  have 
been  fo  much  conteffed;  befides,  it  is  unworthy  of  the 
church  to  court,  or  even  treat  with  her  enemies,  when  there 
is  fo  little  reafon  to  apprehend  that  we  fliould  gain  any  com 
fidei  able  numbers  thereby*  But  to  this  it  was  replied,  that 
the  prodigious  increafe  of  popery  and  infidelity  was  a  loud 
call  of  Providence,  to  attempt  every  thing  that  could  be  done 
without  fin  for  healing  our  divifions*  That  though  the 
non-conformiffs  could  not  legally  meet  together  to  bring  in 
their  conceffions  in  the  name  of  the  body,  it  was  well  enough 
known  what  they  fcrupled,  and  what  would  bring  moft  of 
them  into  the  church.  That  a  compliance  in  fome  lefier 
matters  of  indifference  would  be  no  reproach,  but  an  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  church,  how  fuperior  foever  ffie  might  be  in  ar¬ 
gument  or  power*  "  I 

The  propofals  were  drawn  up  by  bifhop  Wilkins  and  Dr. 
Burton ,  and  communicated  by  the  lord  keeper  to  Dr.  Bates , 
Manton ,  and  Baxter ,  and  by  them  to  their  brethren,  under 
the  following  particulars : 

1.  That  fuch  minifters  who  in  the  late  times  had  been  or¬ 
dained  only  by  prefbyters,  fliould  have  the  impofition  of  the 
hands  of  a  biflrop,  with  this  form  of  words:  Take  thou  autho¬ 
rity  to  preach  the  word  of  God ,  and  adminifter  the  facr aments 

.  in  any  congregation  of  the  church  of  England,  when  thou 
fhalt  be  lawfully  appointed  thereuntoi 

2.  That  mftead  of  all  former  fubferiptions,  after  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  they  fubferibe  the  following 
declaration :  I  A .  B .  do  hereby  profefs  and  declare,  that  I 
approve  the  do&rine,  worfhip,  and  government  eftabliflied  ' 
in  the  church  of  England,  as  containing  all  things  neceflary 
to  falvaiion;  and  that  I  will  not  endeavour  by  myfelf,  or  any 
other,  directly  or  indireffly,  to  bring  in  any  doftrine  contrary 
to  that  which  is  fo  effablifhed.  And  I  do  hereby  promife, 
that  I  will  continue  in  the  communion  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  will  not  do  any  thing  to  difturb  the  peace  thereof. 

3*  That  the  geffure  of  kneeling  at  the  facrament,  the 
crofs  in  baptifin,  and  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus,  be  left 
indifferent,  or  taken  away. 

f  Baxter’s  Life,  part  iii.  p.  25. 

s  4.  That 
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4.  That  if  the  liturgy  and  canons  be  altered  in  favour  of 
diffenters,  then  every  preacher  upon  his  inftitution  fhall  de¬ 
clare  his  aflent  to  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  ufe  of  it,  and  pro- 
mife,  that  it  fhall  be  conftantly  ufed  at  the  time  and  place 
accuflomed. 

The  alterations  propofed  to  be  made  in  the  liturgy,  were 
tftefe: 

To  read  the  pfalms  in  the  new  tranflation. 

To  appoint  leffons  out  of  the  canonical  fcripture  inftead 
of  the  apocrypha. 

Not  to  enjoin  god-fathers  and  god-mothers,  when  either 
of  the  parents  are  ready  to  anfwer  for  the  child  in  baptifm. 
1  o  omit  that  expreffion  in  the  prayer,  By  fpiritual  regenera¬ 
tion.  To  change  the  queftion,  Wilt  thou  be  baptized ?  into. 
Wilt  thou  have  this  child  baptized?  To  omit  thofe  words  in 
the  thankfgiving,  Bo  regenerate  this  infant  by  thy  Holy  Spirit , 
and  to  receive  him  for  thy  child  by  adoption .  And  the  firfl 
rubrick  after  baptifm,  It  is  certain  by  God's  word ,  &V.  In 
the  exhortation  after  baptifm,  inftead  of,  Regenerate  and 
grafted  into  the  body ,  to  fay,  received  into  the  church  of  Cbri/l. 
No  part  of  the  office  of  baptifm  to  be  repeated  in  publick 
when  the  child  has  been  lawfully  baptized  in  private. 

To  omit  this  paffage  in  the  office  of  confirmation  :  After 
the  example  of  thy  holy  apoftles ,  and  to  certify  them  by  this 
fign  of  thy  favour  and  gracious  goodnefs  towards  them.  And 
nftead  of,  vouchfafe  to  regenerate ,  read,  vouchfafe  to  receive 
into  thy  church  by  baptifm. 

To  omit  the  expreffions  in  matrimony,  with  my  body  I  thee 
worfhip ;  and  that  in  the  collect,  Thou  hajl  confecrated,  Ode. 

In  the  vifitation  of  the  Tick,  minifters  to  be  allowed  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  prayers  as  they  judge  expedient. 

In  the  burial  of  the  dead,  inftead  of,  Forafmuch  as  it  has 
pleafed  Almighty  God ,  of  his  great  mercy,  to  take  unto  himfelf \ 
&c.  read,  Forafmuch  as  it  has  pleafed  Almighty  God  to  take 
out  of  this  world  the  foul  &c.  Inftead  of.  In  fure  and  cer¬ 
tain  hope ,  to  read,  In  a  full  affurance  of  the  refurrettion  by 
our  Lord  fefus  Chrijl.  bo  omit  the  following  words,  JVe 
give  thee  hearty  thanks ,  for  that  it  has  pleafed  thee  to  deliver 
this  our  bi  other  out  op  the  miferies  of  this  fnful  world /  and 
thefe  other,  As  our  hope  is  this  our  brother  doth. 

f  Baxter’s  Life,  p.  34.  F  F  2  In 
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In  the  communion  fervice  to  change,  That  our fmful  bodies 
may  be  made  clean  by  his  body ,  into,  Our  finful  fouls  and 
bodies  may  be  cleanfed  by  his  precious  body  and  blood. 

The  commination  not  to  be  enjoined. 

The  liturgy  to  be  abbreviated,  efpecially  as  to  the  morn¬ 
ing  fervice,  by  omitting  all  the  refponfal  prayers,  from,  0 
Lord ,  open  thou  &c.  to  the  litany;  and  the  litany,  and  all 
the  prayers,  from.  Son  of  God ,  we  befeech  thee ,  Iffc.  to,  We 
humbly  befeech  thee ,  0  Father . 

.  The  Lord’s  prayer  not  to  be  enjoined  more  than  once, 
viz.  after  the  abfolution,  except  after  the  minifter’s  prayer 
before  fermon. 

The  gloria  patri  to  be  ufed  but  once,  after  reading  the 
pi  al  ms. 

The  venite  exultemus  to  be  omitted,  unlefs  it  be  thought 
fit  to  put  any,  or  all  of  the  firfl  feven  among  the  fentences 
at  the  beginning. 

The  communion  fervice  to  be  omitted  when  there  are  no 
communion  days,  except  the  ten  commandments,  which  may 
be  read  after  the  creed;  and  enjoining  the  prayer,  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  us ,  and  incline  our  hearts  to  keep  thefe  laws, 
only  once,  at  the  end. 

The  collects,  epijlles ,  and  gofpels ,  to  be  omitted,  except  on 
particular  holy  days. 

The  prayers  for  the  parliament  to  be  inferted  immediately 
after  the  prayer  for  the  royal  family,  in  this  or  the  like  form:  • 
That  it  may  pleafe  thee  to  dir  eld  and  prof  per  all  the  confuta¬ 
tions  of  the  high  court  of  parliament  to  the  advantage  of  thy 
glory ,  the  good  of  the  church ,  the  fafety ,  honour ,  and  welfare 
of  our  fovereign  and  his  kingdoms . 

To  omit  the  two  hymns  in  the  confecration  of  bifliops, 
and  ordination  of  priefts. 

In  the  catechifm,  after  the  firft  queftion,  What  is  thy  name ? 
It  may  follow,  When  was  this  name  given  thee ?  After  that, 
What  was  promifed  for  you  in  baptifm?  anfw.  Three  things 
were  promifed  for  me.  In  the  queftion  before  the  command¬ 
ments,  it  may  be  altered  thus,  Tou  faid  it  was  promifed  for 
you .  To  the  fourteenth  queftion,  How  many  facraments  hath 
Chrift  ordained?  the  anfwer  may  be.  Two  only ,  baptifm  and 
the  Lord's  f upper.  k  - 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Baxter  propofed  further,  that  the  fubfcription  might 
be  only  to  the  doftrinal  articles  of  the  church.  That  the 
power  of  bifhops,  and  their  courts,  to  fufpend  and  filence 
men,  might  be  limited.  That  the  baptifmal  covenant  might 
be  explicitly  owned  by  all  who  come  to  the  facrament.  But 
it  was  replied,  that  more  than  what  was  above-mentioned 
\vould  not  pafs  with  the  parliament. 

The  propofals  for  a  toleration  were  communicated  by  Mr. 
Baxter  to  the  independants  by  Dr.  Owen ,  and  were  to  the 
following  effeft : 

1.  That  fuch  proteflants  who  could  not  accept  of  the  pro¬ 
pofals  for  a  comprehenfton  might  have  liberty  for  the  exercife 
of  their  religion  in  publick,  and  to  build,  or  to  procure  places 
for  their  publick  worfhip  at  their  own  charges,  either  within 
or  near  towns,  as  fliall  be  thought  moft  expedient. 

2.  That  the  names  of  all  fuch  perfons  who  are  to  have 
this  liberty  be  regiftered,  together  with  the  congregations  to 
which  they  belong;  and  the  names  of  their  teachers. 

3.  That  every  one  admitted  to  this  liberty  be  difabled 
from  bearing  any  publick  office,  but  fliall  fine  for  offices  of 
burden. 

4.  Upon  fhewing  a  certificate  of  being  lifted  among  thofe 
that  are  indulged,  they  fliall  be  freed  from  fuch  legal  penal¬ 
ties.  as  are  to  be  inflicted  on  thofe  who  do  not  frequent  their 
parifh  churches. 

5.  Such  perfons  fo  indulged  fliall  not  for  their  meeting  in 
conventicles  be  punifhed  by  confutation  of  eflates. 

6.  .Provided  they  pay  all  publick  duties  to  the  parifh  where 

they  inhabit,  under  penalty  of - . 

7*  This  indulgence  to  continue  three  years.* 

According  to  thefe  heads  of  agreement  a  bill  was  prepared 
for  the  parliament  by  lord  chief  juflice  Hales ;  but  bifhop 
Wilkins ,.  an  honefl  and  open-hearted  man,  having  difclofed 
the  affair  to  bifhop  Ward ,  in  hopes  of  his  affiflance,  alarmed 
the  bifhops,  who,  inflead  of  promoting  the  defign,  confulted 
meafures  to  defeat  it ;  for  as  foon  as  the  parliament  met,  no¬ 
tice  was  taken  that  there  were  rumours  without  doors  of  an 
acl  to  be  offered  for  comprehenfion  and  indulgence ,  upon  which 
a  vote  was  palfed,  that  no  man  Jhould  bring  fuch  an  ad  into 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  iii.  p.  25.  : 
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tie  houfe.  And  to  crulh  the  non-conformifts  more  effec¬ 
tually,  archbifhop  Sheldon  wrote  a  circular  letter  to  the  bifhops 
of  his  province,  dated  June  8,  to  fend  him  a  particular  ac¬ 
count  of  the  conventicles  in  their  feveral  diocefes,  and  of  the 
numbers  that  frequented  them;  and  whether  they  thought 
they  might  be  eajlly  fuppreffed  by  the  civil  magistrate .*  When 
he  was  piovided  with  this  information  he  went  to  the  king, 
and.  obtained  a  proclamation  to  put  the  laws  in  execution 
againft  the  non-conformifts,  and  particularly  againfl  the 
preachers,  according  to  the  ftatute  of  1 7th  king  Charles  II. 
which  forbids  their  inhabiting  corporations. 

Thus  the  perfecution  was  renewed;  and  the  parliament, 
{fill  bent  on  feverites,  appointed  a  committee  to  enquire  into 
the  behaviour  of  the  non-conformifts,  who  reported  to  the 
houfe,  that  divers  conventicles,  and  other  feditious  meetings, 
were  held  in  their  very  neighbourhood,  in  defiance  of  thelaws’ 
and  to  the  danger  of  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.-)-  General 
Monk,  who  was  near  his  end,  and  funk  almoft  into  contempt, 
was  employed  to  difperfe  them,  and  received  the  thanks  of 
the  houfe  for  his  zeal  in  that  important  fervice,  wherein  he 
was  fuie  to  meet  with  no  oppofition.  They  alio  returned 
his  majefty  thanks  for  his  proclamation  for  fuppreffmg  con¬ 
venticles,  defiring  him  to  take  the  fame  care  for  the  future. 
By  this  means  the  private  meetings  of  the  diffenters,  which 
had  been  held  by  connivance,  were  broken  up  again.  Mr. 
Baxter  was  committed  to  Clerkenwell  prifon,  for  preaching 
to  his  neighbours  in  his  own  houfe  at  Afton,  and  for  re- 
fufipg  the  Oxford  oath;  but  upon  demanding  an  habeas  cor¬ 
pus,  his  mittimus  was  declared  invalid  for  want  of  naming  the 
witneffes.§  The  juflices  would  have  mended  their  mittimus 
and  fent  him  to  Newgate,  but  Mr.  Baxter,  being  releafed, 
wifely  kept  out  of  the  way.  Mr.  Taverner  of  Uxbridge, 
was  fentenced  to  Newgate,  for  teaching  a  few  childrenat 
Brentford.  Mr.  Button,  late  univerfity  orator,  was  fent  to 
prifon  for  teaching  two  knights  fons  in  his  own  houfe;  and 
multitudes  in  many  counties  had  the  like  ufage,  fuffering  im- 
prifonment  for  fix  months,  j) 

•  * 

*  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  382.  f  Ibid.  p.  139. 

§  Baxter’s  Life,  part  iii.  p.  49.  Jj  Ibid.  p.  36. 
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But  this  was  contrary  to  the  king’s  inclinations,  who  was 
only  for  playing'  the  dilTenters  againit  the  paihament  for  a 
fum  of  money;  when  the  houfe  therefore  was  up,  his  majefty 
ordered  fomeofthe  non-conformifts  to  be  told,  that  he  was 
defirous  to  make  them  eafy,  and  that  if  they  would  petition 
for  relief  they  fliould  be  favourably  heard.*  Sir  J..  Barber 
fecretary  of  hate  acquainted  Dr.  Manton  with  the  king’s  in¬ 
tention,  upon  which  an  addrefs  was  drawn  up  arid  presented 
to  his  majefty  at  the  earl  of  Arlington's  lodgings  by  Dr.  Ja- 
comb ,  Manton,  and  Bates \  the  king  received  them  gracioufly, 
and  promifed  to  do  his  utmoft  to  get  them  comprehended 
within  the  eftablifhment.  He  wiflied  there  had  been  no  bars 
at  all,  but  that  he  was  forced  to  comply  for  peace  fake,  and 
that  he  would  endeavour  to  remove  them,  though  it  was  a 
Work  of  difficulty.  He  complained  of  the  umbrage  that 
their  numerous  aflemblies  gave  to  clamorous  people,  and  ad- 
vifcd  them  to  ufe  their  liberty  with  more  difcretion  hereafter. 
When  the  minifters  promifed  obedience,  and  affined  his  ma¬ 
jefty  of  their  fteady  loyalty,  and  conftant  prayers  for  the 
profperity  of  his  perfon  and  government,  he  difmiffed  them 
with  a  fmile,  and  told  them,  that  he  was  againjl  perj ecution , 
and  hoped  ere  long  to  be  able  to  Jland  upon  his  own  legs *  But 
his  majefty’s  promifes  were  always  to  be  bought  off  by  a  fum 
of  money  to  fupport  his  pleafures. 

The  controverfy  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  toleration  was  now 
warmly  debated  without  doors;  many  ill-natured  books  were 
written  to  expofe  the  doftrine  of  the  prelbyterians,  as  lead** 
ing  to  antinomianifni  and  licentioufnefs  of  manners.-)-  Others 
expofed  their  characters  and  manner  of  preaching.  Among 
thefe,  muft  be  reckoned  the  friendly  debate ,  which,  though 
written  by  a  good  man,  (fays  biihop  Burnetf)  had  an  ill  effect 
in  fharpening  people’s  fpirits  too  much  againft  the  dilTenters: 
The  author  was  Dr.  Simon  Patrick ,  afterwards  biihop  of 
Ely,  but  now  in  the  heat  of  his  youth;  who,  by  aggravating 
fome  weak  and  unguarded  expreflions,  endeavoured  to  ex¬ 
pofe  the  whole  body  of  non-conformift  minifters  to  contempt. 
But  I  muft  do  this  prelate  fo  much  juftice  as  to  inform  the 


*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  iii.p.  37,  87.  +  Ibid,  part  iii,  p.  39. 

x  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p  382, 
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reader  that  in  his  advanced  age  he  expreffed  his  dilfatisfaftion 
with  this  part  of  his  conduft;  and,  in  a  debate  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  about  the  occafional  bill ,  declared,  “  he  had  been 
known  to  write  againft  the  diffenters  with  feme  warmth  in 
his  younger  years,  but  that  he  had  lived  long  enough  to  fee 
rcafon  to  alter  his  opinion  of  that  people,  and  that  way  of 
writmg.  A  rare  indance  of  ingenuity  and  candour!  Wc 
Hull  have  occafion  to  mention  Sir  Roger  L'EJlrange  hereafter. 

But  one  of  the  mod  virulent  writers  of  his  time,  under  the 

°J™  °*  a  c^ergyi^an,  was  Samuel  Parker ,  afterwards  bifliop 
of  Oxford,  a  man  of  confiderable  learning  and  great  fmart- 
nefs,.  but  of  no  judgement,  and  as  little  virtue;  and  as  to 
religion  (fays  bifliop  Burnet *)  rather  impious  than  otherwise. 
At  length  Andrew  Marvel ,  the  liveliefi  wit  of  the  age,  at* 
tacked  him  in  a  burlefque  drain,  and  with  fo  peculiar  and 
entertaining  an  addrefs,  that  from  the  king  down  to  the 
uadefman,  his  books  were  read  with  the  highed  pleafure. 
He  had  all  the  men  of  wit  on  his  fide,  and  not  only  humbled 
P arker  more  than  the  feriousand  grave  writings  of  Dr.  Owen, 
but  filenced  the  whole  party;  one  of  whom  concludes  his  let¬ 
ter  to  Mr.  Marvel  with  thefe  words  i  If  thou  dareft  to  print 
or  publijh  any  lye  or  libel  againjl  Dr.  Parker ,  by  the  eternal 
God  I  will  cut  thy  throat .  Subfcribed  J.  G. 

All  fober  men  were  of  opinion,  that  it  was  ungenerous 
and  cruel  to  treat  a  number  of  peaceable  men,  whom  the  laws 
had  put  almod  out  of  their  protection,  in  fo  ludicrous  a  man* 
ner.f .  Religion  itfelf  differed  by  it.  I  remember,  lays  lord 
chief  judice  Hales ,  that  when  Ben  Johnfon ,  in  his  play  of  the 
Alchymijl ,  introduced  Anartus  in  derifion  of  the  puritans , 
with  many  of  their  phrafes  taken  out  of  feripture,  in  order  to 
render  that  people  ridiculous,  the  play  was  deteded  and  ab^ 
horred,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  reproach  religion  itfelf;  but  now, 
when  the  prefbyterians  were  brought  upon  the  dage  in  their 
peculiar  habits,  and  with  their  didinguilhing  phrafes  of  ferip¬ 
ture  expofed  to  the  laughter  of  fpeClators,  it  met  with  ap* 
probation  and  applaufe. 

But  fuch  was  the  complexion  of  the  court,  that  they  bid 
defiance  to  virtue,  and  even  to  decency,  giving  countenance 
to  all  manner  of  licentioufnefs.  The  play-houfes  were  be- 

*  Burnet,  p.  382.  -f  Rapin,p.  406. 
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come  nefts  of  proftitution  (fays  Burnet*,)  and  the  flage  was 
defiled  beyond  example;  the  king,  queen,  and  courtiers, 
went  about  in  malts,  and  came  into  citizen’s  houfes  unknown, 
where  they  danced  with  a  great  deal  of  wild  frolic,  and  com¬ 
mitted  indecencies  not  to  be  mentioned.  They  were  carried 
about  in  hackney  chairs,  and  none  could  diflinguifii  them  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  who  were  in  the  fecret.  Once  the  queen’s  chair¬ 
man,  not  knowing  who  fire  was,  left  her  to  come  home  in  a 
hackney  coach,  fome  fay  in  a  cart.  Buckingham ,  who  glo¬ 
ried  in  his  debaucheries,  and  Wilmot  earl  of  Rochejler ,  the 
greateft  wit  and  libertine  of  his  age,  were  the  principal  fa¬ 
vourites.  To  fupport  thefe  extravagances  the  houfe  of 
commons  fupplied  the  king  with  what  money  he  wanted,  and 
were  themfelves  fo  mercenary,  that  the  purchafe  of  every 
man’s  vote  was  known ;  for  as  a  man  rofe  in  credit  in  the 
houfe,  he  advanced  his  price,  and  expected  to  be  treated  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

The  univerfity  was  no  lefs  corrupt,  there  was  a  general 
licentioufnefs  of  manners  among  the  ftudents ;  the  fermons  of 
the  younger  divines  were  filled  with  encomiums  upon  the 
church,  and  fatires  againft  the  non-conformifts;  the  evan¬ 
gelical  doctrines  of  repentance,  faith,  charity,  and  practical 
religion,  were  unfafiiionable.  The  fpeeches  and  panegyricks 
pronounced  by  the  orators  and  terree  films ,  -on  publick  occa¬ 
sions,  were  fcurrilous,  and  little  lefs  than  blafphemous ;  as 
appears  by  the  letter  in  the  margin  from  Mr.  Wallis ,  to  the 
honourable  Robert  Boyle ,  Efq.j-  of  the  proceedings  at  the 

opening 

*  Burnet,  p.  267,  386.  Rapin,  p.  632. 

t  A  letter  from  Mr.  John  Wallis  to  the  Honourable  Robert  Boyle,  Efqj 
S  I  R,  dated  from  Oxfordy  "July  17,  1669. 

AFTER  my  humble  thanks  for  the  honour  of  yours  of  July  3,  I 
thought  it  not  unfit  to  give  you  fome  account  of  our  late  proceedings  here. 
Friday,  July  9,  was  the  dedication  of  our  new  theatre.  In  the  morning 
was  held  a  convocaton  in  it,  for  entering  upon  the  poffefiion  of  it ;  wherein 
was  read,  firft  the  archbifhop’s  inftrurnent  of  donation  (fealed  with  his  nr- 
chiepifcopal  feal)  of  the  theatre,  with  all  its  furniture,  to  the  end  that  St. 
Mary’s  church  may  not  be  further  profaned  by  holding  the  aft  in  it.  Next 
a  letter  of  his,  declaring  his  intention  to  lay  out  2000I.  for  a  purchafe  to 
endow  it.  Then  a  letter  of  thanks  to  be  fent  from  the  uipverfity  to  him, 
wherein  he  is  acknowledged  to  be  both  our  creator  and  redeemer .  for  having 
not.  only  built  a  theatre  for  the  Saft,  but,  which  is  more,  delivered  the  HeJfeJ 
Virgin  from  being  fo  profaned  for  the  future :  He  doth  (as  the  word*  of  the 
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?P.eninfR  or  archliiihop  Sheldon's  theatre,  which  is  copied  ver. 
batihi  fiom  the  original  under  his  own  hand. 

v 

letter  are)  non  tantum  cendere,  hoc  eft  create,  fed  etiam  redimer e  Thef- 
words  (I  confefs)  flopped  my  month  from  giving  a  placet  to  that  letter  when 
U  was  put  to  the  vote.  I  have  fince  defold  Mr.  VicechanceUorlocoJ^ 
r  .  !lC1  dlfey  ?fere  not  liable  to  a  juft  exception.  He  did  at  firft  excufe  it- 
Hu,  upon  further  thoughts,  I  fuppofe  he  will  think  fit  to  alter  them  befo  e 
the  letter  be  fent  and  regiftered.  After  the  voting  of  this  letter?  Dr’  sZl 

of  fatv’rical15!  made-a  i°nS  °rati°n  ;  the  firft  Par£  of  "'Hell  confifted 

lnve<sP)es  againft  Cromwell,  fanaticks,  the  roval  fociety  and 

new  philofophy.  The  next  of  encomiafticks;  in  praife  of  4e  Sfhon 

tne  tneatre,  the  vicechancellor,  the  architeft,  and  the  painter.  The  laftof 

/X  uatl,0nS;  ag31IIft  fanatlcks>  conventicles,  comprehenfion,  and  new  philo- 
fophy  ;  damning  them  ad  inferos,  ad  gehennam.  The  oration  being  ended 
fame  honorary  degrees  were  conferred,  and  the  convocation  diffolved.  The 
a.ternoon  was  fpent  in  panegynck  orations,  and  reciting  of  poems  in  feveral 
forts  of  verfe  cornpofed  m  praife  of  the  archbilhop,  the  theatre,  &c  and 
cr>  mg  dou  n  fanaticks.  1  he  whole  aftion  began  and  ended  with  a  noife  of 
trumpets;  and  twice  was  interpofed  variety,  of muf.c,  vocal  and  inflrumental  •' 
purpofely  cornpofed  for  this  occafion.  On  Saturday  and  Monday,  thofe  exer- 
cifes  appertaining  to  the  aft  and  vefpers,  which  were  wont  to  be  performed 
m  St.  Mary  s  church,  were  had  in  the  theatre.  In  which,  befide  the  number 
of  proceeding  doftors  (nine  m  divinity,  four  in  law,  five  in  phyfick,  and  one 

--flCk)  hCre  Vs  ‘“f extraordinary;  but  only  that  the  terra? filiu,  for 
both  days  were  abominably  fcurnlous ;  and  fo  fuffered  to  proceed  without 
tne  Laft  check  or  interruption  from  vicechancellor,  pro-vicechancellors, 
proftors,  curators,  or  any  of  thofe  who  were  to  govern  the  exercifes;  which 
pve  fo  general  offence  to  all  honeft  fpeftators,  that  1  believe  the  univerfity 
ath  thereby  loft  more  reputation  than  they  have  gained  by  all  the  reft;  all 
or  moft  Oy  the  heads  of  houfes,  and  eminent  perfons  in  the  univerfity,  with 
their  relations,  being  reprefented  as  a  company  of  whore-mafters,  whores, 
and  dunces.  And,  among  the  reft,  the  excellent  lady,  which  your  letter 
mentions,  was,  m  the  broadeft  language,  reprefented  as  guilty  of  thofe 
crimes,  of  which  (if  there  were  occafion)  you  would  not  flick  to  be  her 
compurgator;  and  (if  it  had  been  fo)  fhe  might  (yet)  have  been  called  whore 
in  muc  more  civil  language.  During  this  folemnity  (and  for  fome  days 
before  and  imee)  have  been  conftantly  afted  (by  the  vicechancellor’s  allow¬ 
ance)  two  flage  plays  in  a  day  (by  thofe  of  the'Duke  of  York’s  houfe)  at  a 
theatre  erefted  for  that  purpofe  at  the  town-hall;  which  (for  ouo-ht  I  hear) 
was  much  tne  more  innocent  theatre  of  the  two.  It  hath  been  here  a  com¬ 
mon  fame  for  divers  weeks  (before,  at,  and  fince  the  aft)  that  the  vice- 
chancellor  had  given  300I.  bond  (fome  fay  500I.  bond)  to  the  terra;  filiur, 
to  lave  them  harmlefs,  whatever  they  Ihould  fay,  provided  it  were  neither 
blafphemy  nor  treafon.  But  this  I  take  to  be  a  flander.  A  lefs  encourage¬ 
ment  would  ferve  the  turn  with  fuch  perfons.  Since  the  aft  (to  fatisfy  the 
common  clamour)  the  vicechancellor  hath  imprifoned  both  of  them;  and 
jt  is  laid,  he  means  to  expel  them.  I  am.  Sir, 

1  our  honour  s  'very  humble  and  ajje£Uonate  Servant, 

Johjc?  Wallis. 

.  ~  ! '  About 


DHAP.  VIII.  OF  THE  PURITANS* * * §  443 

About  this  time  died  the  reverend  Mr.  Matthew  Newco¬ 
men,  M.  A.  the  ejected  minifter  of  Dedham  in  Effcx;  he  was 
educated  in  St.  John’s  college,  Cambridge,  and  fucceeded  .the 
famous  Mr.  John  I'toyers .  He  was  a  moh  accompiillicd 
fcholar  and  cluiftian,  a  member  of  the  alTembly  of  divines, 
and  together  with  Dr.  Arrowfmith  and  Tuckney,  drew  up 
:heir  catechifm.*  He  was  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  the 
Savoy,  and  had  many  offers  of  preferment  in  the  late  times, 
out  would  not  defert  his  church  at  Dedham,  till  he  was  dif- 
placed  by  the  aft  of  uniformity;  after  which  he  retired  to 
Holland,  and  became  pah  or  of  the  Englilh  church  at  Leyden,  . 
where  he  died  about  this  time,  univerfally  lamented  by  the 
profeffors,  for  his  humble  and  pleafant  converfation,  as  well 
as  his  univerfal  learning  and  piety§. 

Mr.  Jofeph  A llein,  the  ejefted  minifterf  of  Taunton,  and 
author  of  the  Call  to  the  unconverted,  was  born  at  the  Devizes 
in  Wiltlhire,  and  educated  in  Lincoln  college,  Oxon.  He  was 
publick  preacher  in  the  church  of  Tauuton  about  feven  years, 
and  was  univerfally  beloved  for  his  great  piety  and  devotion. 
After  his  ejectment,'  he  preached  as  he  had  opportunity  fix 
or  feven  times  a  week.  May  26,  1663,  he  was  committed 
to  Ilchefter  gaol,  for  finging  pfalms  in  his  own  houfe,  and 
preaching  to  his  family,  others  being  prefent:  here  he  con¬ 
tinued  a  year,  but  upon  his  enlargement  he  returned  again  to 
his  work,  which  he  followed  with  unwearied  diligence.  Ju|y 
10,  1665,  he  was  committed  a  fecond  time  to  gaol  with 
feveral  other  miniilers,  and  forty  private  perfons,  where  he 
contra&ed  fuch  diftempers  and  weakneffes  as  brought  him 
to  his  grave,  before  he  was  thirty -fix  years  of  age.  J  He  was 
an  awakening,  lively  preacher,  zealous  and  fuccefsful  in  his 

*  I  have  by  me  a  copy  of  Mr,  Neal’s  Hiftory,  which  was  formerly  the 

property  of  the  Rev.  John  Waldron ,  a  diffenting  minifter  in  Exeter,  who 
has  written  in  the  margin,  here,  this  note.  I  have  been’ allured  by  Mr. 

“  Edward  Parr ,  an  ejected  miniiter,  who  lived  with  Dr.  Gouge ,  that  he 
V  drew  up  the  catechifm,  J.  W.”  Ed. 

§  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  294.  Palmer’s  Non-conformifls’  Memorial,  vol.  i* 
P-  5°3- 

f  To  fpeak  with  accuracy,  Mr.  Allein  was  only  afMant  to  Mr.  George 
Newton  the  minifter  of  Taunton.  Dr.  Grey.  Ed. 

x  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  574.  Palmer,  vol.  ii.  p.  377. 
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matter's  work,  and  withal  of  a  peaceable  and  quiet  fpirit 
lie  died  m  the  year  1668  or  69.  4  P  * 

The  tide  m  the  houfe  of  commons  hill  run  very  ftron?  on 

chuferaddedeto  thUi°n’  ^  MPC  aS  by  tW°  extraor(iinary 
clautes  aaded  to  the  conventicle  aft,  which,  having  expired 

Oftober  Ci  onCThVaS  n°W  ^ thC  parliament  which  met 

fhfnfk  9‘  1  cou>'twent  J«o  it  with  a  view  of  reducing 
the  prelbyterians  to  the  necefiity  of  petitioning  for  a  merll 

toleration.  “  If  we  would  have  opened  the  door  to  let  in 

«  P°Pery  (%s  Mr-  Baxter*)  that  their  toleration  might  have 
been  charged  upon  us,  as  done  for  our  fakes,  and  by  our 

procurement  we  might  in  all  likelihood  have  had  our  part 
“  10  «*  ^al1  ^  one  of  them  who,  by  any  new 
«  preffu‘es’  j1?3}1  confcnt  to  petition  for  the  papift’s  liberty* 
no  craft  of  jefuits  or  prelates  fliall  malce  me  believe,  that 
it  is  neceffary  for  the  non-conformifts  to  take  this  odium 
upon  themfelves.  §  The  court  bilhops  were  for  the  bill 
but  the  moderate  clergy  were  againft  it.  Bilhop  Wilkins 
fpoke  againft  it  in  the  houfe;  and  when  the  king  defired  him 
in  private  to  be  quiet,  he  replied,  that  he  thought  it  an  ill 
thing  both  in  confcience  and  policy,  therefore  as  he  was  an 
Enghihman,  and  a  bilhop  he  was  bound  tooppofe  it;  and 
fince  by  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  England,  and  by  his  ma- 
jefty  s  favour,  he  had  a  right  to  debate  and  vote,  he  was 
neither  afraid  nor  afhamed  to  own  bis  opinion  in  that  mar- 
ter.  However,  the  bill  puffed  both  houfes,  and  received  the 
roya!  affent  April  1 1,  16704  It  was  to  the  following  effect ; 
that  if  any  perfons  upwards  of  fixteen  years  ftiall  be  pre- 
ient  at  any  affembly,  conventicle  or  meeting,  under  colour 
or  pretence  of  any  exercife  of  religion,  in  any  other  manner 
than  according  to  the  liturgy  and  practice  of  the  church  of 
England,  where  there  are  five  perfons  or  more  prefent,  be- 
fides  thofe  of  the  faid  houfhold,  in  fuch  cafes  the  offender 
ffall  pay  five  fhiIJings  for  the  firft  offence,  and  ten  ftiil- 
lings  for  the  fecond.  And  the  preachers  or  teachers  in 
any  fuch  meetings  lhall  forfeit  twenty  pounds  for  the  firft 
“  ;uld  f?n7  for  the  fecond  offence.  And  laftly,  thofe  who 
knowingly  fuffer  any  fuch  conventicles  in  their  houfes, 

*  Psrt  “•  P-  36-  §  Bug**,  vol.  i.  p.  400.  f  Rapb,  p.  65 5. 

“  barns. 
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barns,  yards,  &c,  {hall  forfeit  twenty  pounds.  Anyjuf- 
tice  of  peace,  on  the  oath  of  two  witnefles,  or  any  other 
fufficient  proof,  may  record  the  offence  under  his  hand  and 
feal,  which  record  fhall  be  taken  in  law  for  a  full  and  per¬ 
fect  conviftion,  and  fhall  be  certified  at  the  next  quarter 
feffions.  The  fines  above-mentioned  may  be  levied  by 
diftrefs  and  fale  of  the  offender’s  goods  and  chattels,  and 
in  cafe  of  the  poverty  of  fuch  offender,  upon  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  any  other  perfon  or  perfons,  that  fhall  be 
convifted-of  having  been  prefent  at  the  faid  conyenticle, 
at  the  difcretioti  of  the  juftice  of  peace,  fo  as  the  fum  to  be 
levied  on  any  one  perfon,  in  cafe  of  the  poverty  of  others, 
do  not  amount  to  above  ten  pounds  for  any  one  meeting: 
the  conftables,  headboroughs,  &c.  are  to  levy  the  fame  by 
warrant  from  the  juftice,  and  to  be  divided,  one  third  for 
the  ufe  of  the  king,  another  third  for  the  poor,  and  tbs 
other  third  to  the  informer  or  his  affijiants ,  regard  being  had 
to  their  diligence  and  indufiry  in  dif covering ,  difperfing ,  and 
punijhing  the  faid  conventicles .  The  fines  upon  minifters 
for  preaching  are  to  be  levied  alio  by  diftrefs;  and  in  cafe 
of  poverty,  upon  the  goods  and  chattels  of  any  other 
prefent;  and  the  like  upon  the  houfe  where  the  conven¬ 
ticle  is  held,  and  the  money  to  be  divided  as  above. 

“  And  it  is  further  enabled,  that  the  juftice  or  juftices  of 
peace,  conftables,  headboroughs,  &c.  may  by  warrant,  with 
what  aid,  force  and  affiftance  they  fhall  think  neceflary, 
break  open,  and  enter  into  any  houfe  or  place  where  they 
fhall  be  informed  of  the  conventicle,  and  take  the  perfons 
fo  affembled  into  cuftody,— And  the  lieutenants,  or  other 
cominiffioned  officers  of  the  militia,  may  get  together  fuch 
force  and  affiftance  as  they  think  neceflary,  to  diflolve,  difli- 
pate,  and  difperfe  fuch  unlawful  meetings,  and  take  the  per- 
’  ions  into  cuftody.”  Then  follow  two  extraordinary  claufes: 

!  That  if  any  juftice  of  peace  refufe  to  do  his  duty  in  the  ex- 
f  ecution  of  this  aft,  he  fhall  forfeit  five  pounds. 

“  And  be  it  further  enafted,  that  all  claufes  in  this  act 
fmll  be  conjlrned  mojl  largely  ami  beneficially  for  the fnpprcfi 
fing  conventicles ,  and  for  the  jufiification  and  encouragement 
of  all  perfons  to  be  employed  in  the  execution  thereof  No  war 
rant  or  mittimus  fhall  be  made  void,  or  reverfed,  for  any 
Z  ..>  '  *  “  default 
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*'  default  in  tlie  form  5  and  if  a  perfon  fly  from  one  county  oi 
'  corporation  to  another,  his  goods  and  chattels  lhall  bt 
“  feizeabJe  wherever  they  are  found.  If  the  party  offending 
be  a  wife  cohabiting  with  her  hutband,  the  fine  flaall  be 
“  levied  011  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  hufbnad,  provided 
the profecution  be  within  three  months.” 

I  he  wit  of  man  could  hardly  invent  any  thing  fhort  ol 
capital  punifliment,  more  cruel  and  inhuman.*  One  would 
have  thought  a  prince  of  fo  much  clemency  as  Charles  II. 
who  had  often  declaied  again!!  perfecution,  fliould  not  have 
confentea  to  it,  and  that  no  chriffian  bifliop  fliould  have  con- 
cuired  in  the  palling  it.  Men’s  houfcs  are  to  be  plundered, 
their  perfons  imprifoned,  their  goods  and  chattels  carried 
away,  and  fold  to  thole  who  would  bid  for  them.  En- 
couiagement  is  given  to  a  vile  fet  of  informers ,  and  others, 
to  live  upon  tne  labour  and  induflry  of  their  confcientious 
neighbours. |  Multitudes  or  thele  infamous  wretches  fpent 
their  profits  in  ill  houfcs,  and  upon  lewd  women,  and  then 
went  about  the  ftreets  again  to  hunt  for  further  prey.  The 
law  is  to  be  conftmed  in  their  favour,  and  the  power  to  be 
lodged  in  the  hand  of  every  individual  juftice  of  peace,  who 
is  to  be  fined  five  pounds  if  he  refufes  his  warrant.  Upon 
tins,  many  iioneic  men,  who  would  not  be  the  inftruments  of 
fuch  feverities,  quitted  the  bench.  Mr.  Eachard ,  being 
afhamed  to  aferibe  thefe  cruelties  to  the  influence  of  the 
bifhops,  fays, tnat  this  and  all  the  penal  laws  made  againft 
the  diflenters  were  the  ciEls  of  the  parliament ,  and  not  of  the 
cc  church ,  and  were  made  more  on  a  civil  and  political,  than 
“  upon  a  moral  or  religious  account ;  and  always  upon  fome 
frefh  provocation  in  reality  or  appearance.^  This  is  the 

*  This  iniquitous  law,  by  the  power  with  which  it  invefled  a  Tingle  juftice, 
deflroyed  the  bulwark  of  Englifh  liberty,  the  trial  by  jury .  It  punifhedthe 
innocent  for  the  guilty,  by  fubjefling  the  hufband  to  a  penalty  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  wife,  and  the  goods  of  any  perfon  prefent  to  fines,  which  other 
offenders  were  incompetent  to  difeharge.  The  mode  of  convi&ion  was 
clandeftine.  Its  natural  tendency  was  to  influence  magiftrates  to  partiality 
in  judgement,  and  to  reverie  the  fcriptural  qualification  for  magiflracy  to 
the  encouragement  of  evil  doers,  and  the  punifhment  of  thofe  who  do  well 
by  yhe  fines  it  impofed  on  juftices  and  on  officers,  and  by  the  fandicn  it  gave 
to  informers.  Gough’s  Hiitory  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  ii.  p.  298,  99.  Ed* 

*  Barnet,  p.  398. 
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language  by  which  the  patrons  of  high-chui  ch  ci  uelty  en¬ 
deavour  to  excufe  themfelves  from  the  guilt  of  perfection; 
but  it  muft  fall  iomewhere;  and  that  it  may  not  fall  too  heavy 
upon  the  church,  it  is  artfully,  and  with  great  good  manners, 
caft  entirely  upon  the  legjlaturc ,  and  put  upon  the  fcoie  of  fe- 
dition,  whereas  it  Was  well  known  the  diffenters  behaved 
peaceably,  and  were  very  far  from  difturbing  the  hate.  Nor 
does  the  preamble  to  the  aft  charge  them  with  dihoyalty, 
but  only  fays,  u  that  for  the  providing  fpeedy  remedies 
u  againft  the  praftice  of  feditious  feftaries,  and  others,  who 
under  pretence  of  tender  confciences,  have  or  may  at  their 
u  meetings  contrive  infurreftions,*  be  it  enafted,  iffcH  as  if  it 
tvas  poflible  to  do  this  in  the  company  of  women  and  fervants, 
tvho  were  always  prefent  in  their  affemblies.  It  is  thereiore 
evident,  that  the  aft  was  levelled  purely  againft  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  and  was  fo  feverely  executed,  that  (as  Sir  Harry 
Capcl  obferves)  there  was  hardly  a  conventicle  to  be  heard 
of  all  over  England*  The  two  houfes  (fays  our  church  hif- 
:orian,|)  were  exprefs  for  the  execution  of  thefe  laws ;  the 
aifhops  and  clergy  were  fincerely  zealous  in  it,  and  the  honed 
uflices  and  magiftrates  (as  he  calls  them)  bore  the  more 
lard  upon  them,  becaufe  they  faw  them  fo  bold  in  defpifmg 
tnd  evading  the  juftice  of  the  nation. 

Great  numbers  were  profecuted  on  this  aft,  and  many  in- 
ludrious  families  reduced  to  poverty.  Many  minifters  were 
onfinedin  gaols  and  clofe  prifons;  and  warrants  were  iffued 
ut  againft  them  and  their  hearers,  whereby  great  films  of 
aoney  were  levied.  In  the  diocefe  of  Salisbury  the  perfe- 


*  ct  Thefe  words,  as  late  experience  has  Jhe^xsn^  were  fill y  omitted,5’  lays 
)r.  Grey ,  who  adds,  “  Here  he  (Mr.  Neal)  injurioufiy  lays  the  blame  upon 
£  the  bifhops,  as  if  the  king  and  the  two  houfes  were  wholly  uilder  their 
direction  and  influence ;  and  treats  Mr.  Archdeacon  Eachard  not  cver- 
:  civilly  for  being  of  a  contrary  opinion.”  The  firft  cenfure  in  this  para- 
raphis  not  very  civil  in  Dr.  Grey ;  nor  does  it  appear  well  grounded,  fmee 
dr.  Neal  has  inferted  fo  much  of  the  paragraph  as  charges  the  feftaries  with 
aving  contrived  infurreflions.  Nor  does  Mr.  Neal  lay  the  whole  blame 
pon  the  bilhops,  for  he  fays,  <c  the  two  houfes  were  for  the  execution  of 
1  thefe  laws:”  though,  it  is  true,  indeed,  he  is  not  willing  that  the  guilt 
xould  be  call  entirely  upon  the  legijlature ;  for  “  the  bifhops  and  clergy 
were  fincerely  zealous  in  this  bufmefs  of  perfection.”  Ed. 
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cution  was  hotteft,  by  the  mitigation  of  biftiop  Ward ;  many 
hundreds  being  purfued  with  great  induftry,  and  driven 
from  their  families  and  trades. ||  The  aft  was  executed  with 
fuch  feverity  in  Starling’s  mayorality,  that  many  ofthetra. 
ding  men  in  the  city  were  removing  with  their  effects  to  Hoi- 
land,  till  the  king  put  a  flop  to  it.  Informers  were  every 
where  at  work,  and  having  crept  into  religious  aflemblies  in 
difguife,  levied  great  fums  of  money  upon  minifters  and  peo. 
pie.  Soldiers  broke  into  the  houfes  of  honeft  farmers,  On- 
der  pretence  of  fearching  for  conventicles,  and  where  ready 
money  was  wanting,  they  plundered  their  goods,  drove  away 
then  cattle,  and  fola  them  for  half  price.  Many  were  plunk 
clered  of  their  houfhold  furniture;  the  fick  had  their  beds 
taken  from  under  them,  and  thernfelves  laid  on  the  floor* 
Should  I  fum  up  all  the  particulars,  and  the  accounts  I  have 
received  (lays  Mr*  Sewe! f )  it  would  make  a  volume  of  itfelf. 
Thefe  vile  creatures  were  not  only  encouraged,  but  pufhed 
on  vehemently  by  tlieir  fplriiual  guides ;  for  this  purpofe  arch-- 
bifliop  Sheldon  fent  another  circular  letter  to  all  the  bifhops 
in  his  province,  dated  May  7,  1670,  in  which  he  directs  all 
ccclefiaftical  judges  and  officers,  “  to  take  notice  of  all  non- 
“  confornnfts,  holders,  frequenters,  maintainers,  and  abettors 
cc  of  conventicles,  efpecially  of  the  preachers  or  teachers  in 
4C  them,  and  of  the  places  wherein  they  are  held;  ever  keep- 
tc  ing  a  more  watchful  eye  over  the  cities  and  greater  towns, 
cc  from  whence  the  miichief  is  for  the  mold  part  derived  unto' 
cc  the  leffer  villages  and  hamlets.  And  wherefoever  they 
find  fuch  wilful  offenders,  that  then  with  an  hearty  affec- 
cc  tion  to  the  worfhip  of  God,  the  honour  of  the  king  and 
his  laws,  and  the  peace  of  the  church  and  kingdom,  they 
cc  do  addrefs  thernfelves  to  the  civil  magifirate,  juflices,  and 
others  concerned,  imploring  their  help  and  afliftance  for 
“  preventing  and  fuppreffing  the  fame,  according  to  the  late 
aft  in  that  behalf  made  and  fet  forth. — And  now,  my  lord, 
cc  what  the  fuccefs  will  be  we  muff  leave  to  God  Almighty; 
cc  yet,  my  lord,  I  have  this  confidence  under  God,  that  if  we 

“  do  our  parts  now  at  firft  feriouily,  by  God's  help ,  and  the 

■  1 1 

[[  Calamy’s  Abridgement,  vol.  i.  p.  332.  §  Burnet,  p.  398. 

t  Sewel,  p.  493. 
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<c  eijfiftance  of  the  civil power ,  confidering  the  abundant  care  and 
provifon  the  a£l  contains for  our  advantage ,  we  ffiall  in  a  few 
“  months  feefo  great  an  alteration  in  the  diftra&ions  of  thefe 
cc  times,  as  that  the  feduced  people  returning  from  their  fe- 
“  ditious  and  felf-feeking  teachers  to  the  unity  of  the  church, 
cc  and  uniformity  of  God's  worfhip,  it  will  be  to  the  Glory 
<c  of  God,  the  welfare  of  the  church,  the  praife  of  his  ma- 
“  jelly  and  government,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  whole 
cc  kingdom.’5  Can  this  be  the  language  of  a  chriftian  and 
proteftantbifliop;  or  is  it  not  more  like  a  father  of  the  inqui- 
fition,  or  the  dragooning  commiffion  of  Lewis  XIV.  when  he 
revoked  the  edift  of  Nantz  ?J 

Copies  of  this  letter  were  fent  by  the  archdeacons  to  the 
officers  of  the  feveral  pariffies  within  their  jurifdicdons,  ear- 
rieflly  exhorting  them  to  take  efpecial  care,  to  perform 
whatfoever  is  therein  required,  and  to  give  an  account  at  the 
next  vifltation.  Many  of  the*bifliops  chofe  to  lie  behind  the 
curtain,  and  throw  off  the  odium  from  themfelves  to  the  civil 
magiflrate ;  but  fome  of  the  more  zealous  could  not  forbear 
appearing  in  perfon,  as  biffiop  Ward ,  already  mentioned,  and 
biffiop  Gunning, ||  who  often  diilurbed  the  meetings  in  perfon; 
once  finding  the  doors  {hut,  he  ordered  the  conftable  to 
break  them  open  with  a  fledge;  another  time  he  fat  upon  the 
bench  at  the  quarter-feffions,  upon  which  the  chairjnan  de- 
fired  his  lordfliip  to  give  the  charge ,  which  he  refufing,  re¬ 
ceived  a  very  handfome  rebuke;  it  being  hardly  confident 
with  one  that  is  an  ambaffador  of  the  prince  of  peace,  to  fet 
in  judgement  upon  the  confciences  of  his  poor  countrymen 
and  neighbours,  in  order  to  plunder  and  tear  them  to  pieces.^ 
1  he  biffiop  was  fo  zealous  in  the  caufe,  that  he  funk  his  cha- 

X  Calamy’s  Abridg.  vol.  i.  p.  328. 

||  Eenjhaw,  the  biffiop  of  Peterborough,  declared  publickly  in  the  church 
at  Rowel,  after  he  had  commanded  the  officers  to  put  this  aft  in  execution „ 
“  Againft  all  fanaticks  it  hath  done  its  bufinefs,  except  the  quakers ;  but 
“  when  the  parliament  fits  again,  a  hronger  law  will  be  made,  not  only  to 
<f  take  away  their  lands  and  goods,  but  alfo  to  fell  them  for  bond  ^laves.,, 
On  this  Mr.  Gough  properly  afks,  “  Who  can  acquit  the  church  fo  called  of 
“  their  ffiare  in  the  perfection,  when  the  rulers  thereof  were  fointemper- 
ately  warm  and  aftive  in  it,  and  Hill  infatiate  with  all  thefe  feverities,  in- 
“  humanly  planning  more  and  greater.”  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  303.  Ed. 

§  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  692. 
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rafter  by  giving  a  public  challenge  to  th z  prcjbyterians,  indc- 
pendants ,  anabaptijls ,  and  quakers ,  and  appointed  three  days 
for  the  deputation  ;  on  the  firft  of  which  his  lordfhip  went 
into  the  pulpit  in  the  church,  where  was  a  confiderable  con¬ 
gregation,  and  charged  the  former  with  fedition  and  rebellion 
out  of  their  books,  but  would  hear  no  reply.*  When  the  day 
came  to  difpute  with  the  quakers ,  they  fummoned  their 
friends,  and  when  thebilhop  railed,  they  paid  him  in  his  own 
coin;  and  followed  him  to  his  very  houfe  with  repeated 
£honts,  the  hireling  jlieth . 

The  non-conformift  minilters  did  what  they  could  to  keep 
themfelves  within  the  compafs  of  the  law;  they  preached  fre¬ 
quently  twice  a  day  in  large  families,  with  only  four  ftrangers, 
and  as  many  under  the  age  of  fixteen  as  would  come;  and  at 
other  times,  in  places  where  people  might  hear  in  feveral  ad¬ 
joining  houfes;  but  after  all,  infinite  mifchiefs  enfued,  fami¬ 
lies  were  impoveriflied  and  divided;  friendfhip  between 
neighbours  was  interrupted;  there  was  a  general  diltrull  and 
jealoufy  of  each  other;  and  fometimes  upon  little  quarrels, 
fervants  would  betray  their  mailers,  and  throw  their  affairs 
into  diftraftion.  Among  others  that  fuffered  at  this  time 
was  Dr,  Manton ,  who  was  apprehended  on  a  Lord’s  day  in 
the  afternoon,  juft  as  he  had  done  fermon,  the  door  being 
opened  to  let  a  gentleman  out,  the  juftice  and  his  attendants 
rufhed  in  and  went  up  flairs;  they  ftayed  till  the  doftor  had 
ended  his  prayer,  and  then  wrote  down  the  names  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfons  prefent,  and  took  the  doftor’ s  promife  to  come 
to  them  at  an  houfe  in  the  piazza’s  of  Covent-garden,  where 
they  rendered  him  the  Oxford  oath,  upon  his  refufal  of  which, 
he  was  committed  prifoner  to  the  Gate-houfe;  where  he 
continued  till  he  was  releafed  by  the  indulgence .  At  another 
time  his  meeting-houfe  in  White-Hart  Yard  was  broken  up; 
the  place  was  fined  forty  pounds,  and  the  minifter  twenty, 
which  was  paid  by  lord  Wharton ,  who  was  then  prefent: 
They  alfo  took  down  the  names  of  the  hearers,  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  juftices  of  peace  and  fpiritual  courts. 

The  behaviour  of  the  quakers  was  very  extraordinary, 
and  had  fomething  in  it  that  looked  like  the  fpirit  of  martyr- 
doip.f  They  met  at  the  fame  place  and  hour  as  in  times  of 

*  Calamv’s  Abridg.  vol.  ii.  p.  334.  f  Burnet,  p.  398. 
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liberty,  and  when  the  officers  came  to  feize  them,  none  of 
them  would  ftir;  they  went  all  together  to  prifon;  they  ftayed 
there  till  they  were  difmiffed,  for  they  would  not  petition  to 
be  fet  at  liberty,  nor  pay  the  fines  fet  upon  them,  nor  fo  much 
as  the  prifon  fees.  When  they  were  difcharged,  they  went 
to  their  meeting*- houfe  again,  as  before;  and  when  the  doors 
•were  (hut  up  by  order,  they  aflembled  in  great  numbers  in 
the  ftreet  before  the  doors,  faying,  they  would  not  be 
afiiamed,  nor  afraid  to  difown  their  meeting  together  in  a 
peaceable  manner  to  wprfhip  God;  but  in  imitation  of  the 
prophet  Daniel ,  they  would  do  it  more  publicity,  becaufe 
they  were  forbid.  Some  called  this  obftinacy,  others  firm- 
nefs;  but  by  it  they  carried  their  point,  the  government  be¬ 
ing  weary  of  contending  againft  fo  much  perverfenefs.j- 
On  the  firft  of  September,  1670,  two  of  their  principal 
fpeakers,  Wm.  Penn  and  Wm.  Mead ,  were  tried  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  for  an  unlawful  and  tumultuous  alfembly  in  the  open 
ftreet,  wherein  they  fpake  or  preached  to  the  people,  who 
were  aflembled  in  Grace-church-ftreet,  to  the  number  of  three 
or  four  hundred,  in  contempt  of  the  king’s  laws,  and  to  the 
difturbance  of  the  peace.  The  prifoners  pleaded  not-gnilty , 
but  met  with  fome  of  the  fevereft  ufage  that  has  been  known 
in  an  Englijh  court  of  juftice.  They  were  fined  forty  marks 
a-piece  for  coming  into  court  with  their  hats  on,  though  it 
was  not  done  out  of  contempt,  but  from  a  principle  of  their 
religion.  It  appeared  by  the  witnefles,  that  there  was  an  af- 
fembly  in  Grace-church-ftreet,  but  there  was  neither  riot,  nor 
tumult,  nor  force  of  arms.  Mr.  Penn  confeffed  they  were  fo 
far  from  recanting,  or  declining  to  vindicate,  the  aflembling 
themfelves  to  preach,  pray,  or  worfhip  the  eternal,  holy,  juft 

*1'  ^  refpe&abie  member  of  the  fociety  of  quakers  has  remarked,  with 
propriety  and  force,  on  this  language  of  biftiop  j Burnet ;  ((  that  had  he  con- 
“  eluded  with  the  word perfeverance  inftead  of  perverfenefs ,  his  defeription 
“  had  been  lefs  objedhonable,  as  being  nearer  the  truth.  The  prejudice  dif- 
“  covered  by  that  dignified  prelate  againft  this  people  tarnifhed  his  reputation 
“  as  a  faithful  hiftorian,  and  as  a  man  ;  as  a  true  fon  of  the  church ,  it  is  not 
“  much  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  confidered  that  they,  rejedling  its  ho- 

nours  and  its  revenues,  ftruck  at  the  root  of  the  hierarrlw 
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God,  that  they  declared  to  all  the  world,  they  believed  it  to 
be  their  duty,  and  that  all  the  powers  on  earth  fliould  not 
be  able  to  divert  them  from  it.  When  it  was  faid,  they 
were  not  arraigned  for  worlhipping  God,  but  for  breaking 
the  law,  William  Penn  affirmed  he  had  broken  no  law,  and 
challenged  the  recorder  to  tell  him  upon  what  law  he  was  pro- 
fecuted.  The  recorder  anfwered,  upon  the  common  law 
but  could  not  tell  where  that  common  law  was  to  be  found, 
Penn  infilled  upon  his  producing  the  law,  but  the  court  over¬ 
ruled  him,  and  called  him  a  troublefome  fellow.  Penn  re¬ 
plied,  I  defign  no  affront  to  the  court,  but  if  you  deny 
“  to  acquaint  me  with  the  law  you  fay  I  have  broken,  you 
“  deny  me  the  right  that  is  due  to  every  Englifhman,  and 
“  evidence  to  the  whole  world  that  your  defigns  are  arbi- 
“  trary.”  Upon  which  he  was  haled  from  the  bar  into  the 
bail-dock .  As  he  was  going  out,  he  faid  to  the  jury,  If 
66  thefe  fundamental  laws  which  relate  to  liberty  and  pro- 
cc  perty  mud  not  be  indifpenfably  maintained,  who  can  fay 
cc  he  has  a  right  to  the  coat  upon  his  back?  Certainly  then 
our  liberties  are  openly  to  be  invaded,  our  wives  to  be  ra~ 
cc  viihed,  our  children  enflaved,  and  our  eftates  led  away  in 
“  triumph,  by  every  ilurdy  beggar  and  malicious  informer, 
66  as  their  trophies,” 

William  Mead ,  being  left  alone  at  the  bar,  faid,  cc  You 
<c  men  of  the  jury,  1  am  accufed  of  meeting  by  force  of  arms , 
ci  in  a  tumultuous  manner. — Time  was  when  I  had  freedom 
<c  to  ufe  a  carnal  weapon,  and  then  I  feared  no  man;  but 
Ci  now  I  fear  the  living  God,  and  dare  not  make  ufe  thereof, 
cc  nor  hurt  any  man.  I  am  a  peaceable  man,  and  therefore 
demand  to  know  upon  what  law  my  indiftment  is  founded; 
Ci  if  the  recorder  will  not  tell  what  makes  a  riot,  Coke  will 
<c  tell  him,  that  it  is  when  three  or  more  are  met  together 
ic  to  beat  a  man,  or  to  enter  forcibly  into  another  man’s 
lands,  to  cut  his  grafs  or  wood,  or  break  down  his  pales.” 
Upon  this  the  recorder,  having  loft  all  patience,  pulled  off 
his  hat,  and  faid,  I  thank  you,  fir,  for  telling  me  what  the 
law  is.  Mead  replied,  thou  mayeft  put  on  thy  hat,  I  have 
no  fee  for  thee  now.  The  mayor  Starling  told  him,  he  de¬ 
fended  to  have  his  tongue  cut  out,  and  ordered  him  likewife 
to  be  carried  to  the  bail-dock . 
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When  the  prifoners  were  gone,  the  recorder  gave  the 
]ury  their  charge,  upon  which  ]  /  illiatn  1  enn  {tooci  up,  and 
with  a  loud  voice  faid,  “  I  appeal  to  the  jury,  and  this  great 
U  affembly,  whether  it  he  not  contrary  to  the  undoubted 
right  of  every  Englifhman,  to  giye  the  jury  their  cliaige 
«  in  the  abfence  of  the  prifoners  W  The  recorder  anfwer- 
ed  with  a  fneer.  Ye  are  prefent,  ye  do  hear,  do  ye  noL? 
Penn  anfwered,  No  thanks  to  the  court;  I  have  ten  or 
twelve  material  points  to  oiler  in  order  to  invalidate  the 
indiftment,  but  am  not  heard.  The  recorder  faid,  Pull  him 
down)  Pull  the  fellow  down*  JVleeid  nipned,  thcfc  w  ere  hai- 
barous  and  unjuft  proceedings ;  and  then  they  were  both 
thruft  into  the  hole. 

After  the  jury  had  withdrawn  an  hour  and  half,  the  pri¬ 
foners  were  brought  to  the  bar  to  hear  tneir  veraitt;  eight 
of  them  came  down*  agreed,  but  four  remained  above,  to 
whom  they  ufed  many  unworthy  threats,  and  in  particular 
to  Mr.  Bujhel ,  whom  they  charged  with  being  the  caufe  of 
the  difagreement.  At  length,  after  withdrawing  a  fecond 
time,  they  agreed  to  bring  them  in  guilty  of  /peaking  in  Grace - 
Church  fir  eet ;  which  the  court  would  not  accept  for  a  ver- 
dift,  but  after  many  menaces  told  them,  they  fliould  be  locked 
up  without  meat,  drink,  fire,  or  tobacco;  nay,  they  fliould 
ftarve,  unlefs  they  brought  in  a  proper  verdift.  William 
Penn  being  at  the  bar,  laid,  u  My  jury  ought  not  to  be  thus 
“  threatened.  We  were  by  force  of  arms  kept  out  of  our 
a  meeting-houfe,  and  met  as  near  it  as  the  foldiers  "would 
tc  give  us  leave.  We  are  a  peaceable  people,  and  cannot 
offer  violence  to  any  man.  And  looking  upon  the  jury, 
“  he  faid,  Ton  are  Englijhmen ,  mind  your  privilege ,  give  not 
“  away  your  right  P  To  which  fame  of  them  anfwered. 

Nor  will  we  ever  do  it.  Upon  this  they  were  flint  up  ail 
night  without  viftuals  or  fire,  or  fo  much  as  a  chamber-pot, 
though  defired.  Next  morning  they  brought  in  the  fame 
verdift;  upon  which  they  were  threatened  with  the  utmofl 
refentments.  The  mayor  faid,  he  would  cut  BufhelT  throat 
as  foon  as  he  could .  The  recorder  faid,  he  never  knew  the 
benefit  of  an  inquifition  till  now ;  and  that  the  next /eff  orts  of 
Parliament  a  law  would  be  made  wherein  thofe  that  would  not 
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1^°™  JtvUldA  n°t  haVe  the  benefi  °f  the  law‘\  The  court 
t  ■  .i°bhf d  tbe  J.l7  !,<?  withdraw  again,  they  'were  kept 

f  rffdt  and  drmk  tdl  next  morning,  when  they  brought 
m  t.K  pm  oners  not  guilty,  for  which  they  were  fined  forty 
mat  ks  a  man,  and  to  be  impnfoned  till  paid.  The  prifoners 
a|;°  remanded  to  Newgate  for  their  fines  in  not  pulling 
ou  then  hats. '  I  he  jury,  after  fome  time,  were  difcharped 
by  haccas  corpus  returnable  in  the  common  pleas,  where  their 
commitment  was  judged  illegal.  This  was  a  noble  Hand  fo, 

5i.h,beriy  of  thc  fu,deft  in  very  dangerous  times,  when  neb 
j  no1  equ'ty  availed  anything.  The  conventicle  aft 
was  made  to  encourage  profecutions;  and  a  narrative  was 
puoiiihed  next  year,  of  the  oppreffions  of  many  honeft  peo- 
pie  m  Devonfinre,  and  other  parts,  by  the  informers  and 

U  tj-6?’  but  tbe  courts  juftice  outran  the  law  itfelf. 
Hitherto  the  king  and  parliament  had  agreed  pretty  well 

by  means  of  the  large  fopplies  of  money  the  parliament  had 
given  to  fupport  his  maj city’s  pleafures;  but  now  having 
aiiurance  of  large  remittances  from  France,  his  maj  city  re- 

t  T^e„rP;oechlof  the  recorder,  it  appears  by  a  quotation  from  the  “  State 

i  r  m  a  ate  pL1^llcatl0n^  was  fuller  and  ftronger  than  Mr.  Neal's 

abridged  form  reprefents  it.  “  Till  now,”  faid  this  advocate  for  arbitrary 
‘  1  "ever  underftood  the  reafon  of  the  policy  and  prudence  of  the 
„  Sranlards  in  fuffenng  the  inquilition  among  them,  and  certainly  it  will 
«  1,1  us  ti\\  fomethmg  like  the  Spanilh  inquifition  be  in 

England.  Stuart  s  Peace  and  Reform  again!!  War  and  Corruption 
p.  63,  note;  and  Gough’s  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  ii.  p.  336.  Ed. 

1  !•  ThePr/fonerS  excepted  to  this  fine,  as  being  arbitrarily  imoofed,  in'vi- 
ola.ion  of  the  great  charter  of  England,  which  faith ;  “  No  man  ought  to  be 
amerced,  but  by  the  oatn  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicinage  ”  The 
name  of  the  judge,  before  whom  the  cafe  of  the  jury  was  folemnly  argued 
in  the  court  ol  common  pleas,  and  by  whom  it  was  judged  illegal,  was  Sir 
John  Vaughan,  then  chief  juftice:  a  name  which  deferves  to  be  mentioned 
in  this  connection ,  with  peculiar  refpeft,  and  to  be  perpetuated  by  Englifti- 
men  with  gratitude,  for  this  adjudication  confirmed  in  the  ftrongeft  man¬ 
ner  the  rights  of  juries,  and  fecured  them  from  the  attack  of  "arbitrary 
and  unprincipled  judges.  Sir  John  V aughan  was  a  man  of  excellent  parts, 
and  not  only  verfed  m  all  the  knowledge  requifite  to  make  a  fio-ure  in  his 
profeffion,  but  he  was  alfo  a  very  confiderable  mailer  of  the  politer  kinds 
of  learning.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  the  great  Selden,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Temple  church,  as  near  as  poffible  to  his  remains.  He  died  in  1 674. 
His  fon  published  his  Reports,  in  which  is  the  above  cafe.  Gough,  vol.  11. 

p.  336.  Britilh  Biography,  vol.  vii.  p.  130,  31;  and  Granger’s  Hiftory, 
vpl.lli.  p.  369.  Ed.  a  j 
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folved  to  govern  by  the  prerogative,  and  (land  upon  his  own 
Wg  II  His  prime  counfellors  were  lord  Clifford ,  Anthony 
Ajhley  Cooper ,  afterwards  lord  Shaft  ejbury ,  the  duke  of  Buck¬ 
ingham,  earl  of  Arlington ,  and  duke  Lauderdale,  who  from 
the  initial  letters  of  their  names  were  called  the  CABAL . 
Lord  Clifford  was  an  open  papift,  and  the  earl  of  Arlington 
a  concealed  one.  Buckingham  was  a  debauchee,  find  reputed 
a  downright  atheift;  he  was  a  man  of  great  wit  and  parts, 
and  of  founder  principles  in  the  interefts  of  humanity  (fays 
Mr.  Baxter)  than  the  reft  of  the  court.  Shaft  ejbury  had  a 
vaft  genius,  but,  according  to  Burnet,  at  beft  was  a  deift;  he 
had  great  knowledge  of  men  and  things,  but  would  often 
change  lides  as  his  intereft  direfted.  Lauderdale  was  a  man 
of  learning,  and  from  an  almofl  republican  was  become  a 
perfeft  tool  of  the  prerogative,  and  would  offer  at  the  molt 
defperate  councils.  He  had  fcarcely  any  traces  of  religion 
remaining,  though  he  called  himfelf  a  prefbyterian,  and  had 
an  averfion  to  king  Charles  I.  to  the  laff.  By  thele  five  mi- 
nifters  of  flare  the  king  and  duke  of  York  drove  on  their 
defigns  of  introducing  popery  and  arbitrary  power;  in  order 
to  which,  a  fecret  treaty  was  concluded  with  France;  the 
triple  alliance  was  broken,  and  a  new  war  declared  with 
the  Dutch  to  deftroy  their  commonwealth,  as  will  be  feen 
prefently.  By  this  means  the  king  had  a  plaufible  pretence 
to  keep  up  a  handing  army,  which  might  fecure  him  in  the 
exercife  of  an  abfolute  authority  over  his  fubjefls,  to  fet 
afide  the  ufe  of  parliaments,  and  fettle  the  Roman  catho- 
lick  religion  in  the  three  kingdoms.  Thefe  were  the  max¬ 
ims  the  court  purfued  throughout  the  remaining  part  of 
this  reign. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year  died  Dr.  Anthony  Tuckney,\ 
born  in  September  1599,  and  educated  in  Emanuel  college, 
Cambridge.  He  was  afterwards  vicar  of  Rofion  inLincoln- 

fhire, 

||  Eachard,  p.  864.  Rapin,  p.  655. 

J  To  what  is  laid  concerning  Dr.  Tuckney  by  Mr.  Neal ,  and  before  in 
the  note  to  p.  1 1 5,  vol.  iii.  it  is  proper  to  add  two  fa£ls  which  are  much  to 
his  honour.  One  is,  that  in  his  elections  at  St.  John’s,  when  the  prefident, 
according  to  the  language  and  fpirit  of  the  times,  would  call  upon  him  to 
have  regard  to  the  godly ,  his  anfwer  was  “  no  one  fhould  have  a  greater 

0(  regard  to  the  truely  godly  than  himfelf  j  but  he  was  determined  to  choofa 

** 
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flure  where  he  continued  till  he  was  called  to  fet  in  the  af. 
fembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter.  In  the  year  164  c  he 
was  made  mailer  of  his  college,  and  in  the  year  1648,  being 
chofen  vice-chancellor,  he  removed  to  Cambridge  with  his 

rl'  H?  -T,  afterwards  mailer  of  St.  fohn’s,  and  regius 
frofefjor,  which  he  held  til!  the  reftoration,  when  the  kino 

le1n.t  ,h™  a  e^r’  def!nnS  llim  to  refign  his  profefforihim 
vvnich  n  he  did,  his  majelty,  in  confideration  of  the  great 

•pains  and  diligence  of  the  faid  do&or  in  the  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  would  oblige  his  fuccfcffor  to  give  him  fufficient  fecu- 
rity  in  law,  to  pay  him  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  during 
is  natuial  life.  Upon  this  notice  the  doftor  immediately 
re  igned,  and  had  his  annuity  paid  him  by  Dr.  Gunnim  who 
fucceeded  him.  _  After  the  coming  out  of  the  jive  mile  ad 
he  milted  about  in  feveral  counties,  and  at  lafh  died  in  Spittle- 
jaid,  London,  February  1669,  *n  the  feventy-firft  year  of 
his  age,  leaving  benind  him  the -character  of  an  eminently 
learned  and  pious  man,  an  indefatigable  ftudent,  a'candid  dif- 
putant,  and  an  earned;  promoter  of  truth  and  godlinefs.* 

.  About  the  fame  time  died  Mr.  William  Bridge,  M.  A.  the 
ejected  minifter  of  Yarmouth;  he  was  ftudent  in  Cambridge 
thirteen  years,  and  fellow  of  Fananuel  college,  fie  after- 
warus  fettled  in  Norwich,  where  he  was  filenced  by  bifliop 
Wren  for  non-conformity,  1 637.  Fie  was  afterwards  excom¬ 
municated;  and  when  the  writ  de  excommunicato  capiendo 
came  out  againft  him  he  withdrew  to  Holland,  and  became 
paftor  to  the  Englilh  church  at  Rotterdam,  where  Mr.  Jer. 
Burroughs  was  preacher.  In  1642,  he  returned  to  England, 


Ki  none  but  fcholars adding  very  wifely,  “  they  may  deceive  me  in  their 
godlinefs;  they  cannot  in  their  fchoLarfhip”  The  other  fad  is,  that 
though  he  is  faid  to  have  had  a  great  hand  in  compoiing  the  Confeftion  and 
Catechifms  of  the  affembly  at  Weftminfter,  and  in  particular  drew  up  the 
exposition  of  the  commandments  in  the  larger  catechifm ;  yet  he  voted 
againft  fubfcribing  or  fwearing  to  the  confelfion,  &c.  fet  out  by  authority, 
Tnis  condud  the  more  deferves  notice  and  commendation,  becaufe  the  in- 
ftances  of  a  confiftent  adherence  to  the  principles  of  religious  liberty  among 
thofe  who  were  ftruggling  for  liberty,  were  fo  few  and  rare  in  that  age. 
In  the  year  1753,  Dr.  Samuel  Salter ,  prebendary  of  Norwich,  publifhed  a 
correfpondence  between  Dr.  Tuckney  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Whichcote,  on  fe¬ 
veral  very  interefting  fubjeds.  See  Whichcote’s  Moral  and  Religious 
Aphorifms,  preface  the  fecond,  p.  15.  Ed. 

#  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  77 ;  or  Palmer’s  Noncon.  Mem.  vol,  i.  p.  205. 
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and  was  one  of  the  diffenting  .brethren  in  the  affembly  of  ca- 
He  was  chofeivafttr  lbme  time  minifter  of  Great 


vines. 


Yarmouth,  where  he  continued  his  labours  till  the  Bartho¬ 
lomew aft  ejected  him  with  his  brethren.*  He  was  a  good 
fcholar,  and  had  a  well-furnilhed  library,  was  a  hard  Undent, 
and  rofe  every  morning  winter  and  fummer  at  four  of  the 
clock.  He  was  alfo  a  good  preacher,  a  candid  and  charitable 
man,  and  did  much  good  by  his  miniftry.§  He  died  at  Yar¬ 
mouth,  March  12,  1670,  atat.  feventy. 

While  the  proteftant  dilfenters  were  harrafled  in  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  the  Roman  catholicks  were  at  eafe  under 
the  wing  of  the  prerogative;  there  were  few  or  no  proceffes 
againft  them,  for  they  had  the  liberty  of  referring  to  mafs 
at  the  houfes  of  foreign  ambaffadors,  and  other  chapels,  both 
in  town  and  country;  nor  did  the  biihops  complain  of  them 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  by  which  means  they  began  in  a  few 
years  to  rival  the  proteftants  both  in  ftrength  and  numbers. 
The  commons  reprefented  the  caufes  of  this  misfortune  in 
an  addrefs  to  the  king,  together  with  the  remedies,  which  if 
the  reader  will  carefully  confider,  he  will  eafily  difeover  the 
different  ufage  of  proteftant  non-conformifts  and  popifh  re- 
cufants.J 

The  caufes  of  the  increafe  of  popery,  were,  1.  The  great 
number  of  jefuits  who  were  ail  over  the  kingdom.  2.  The 
chapels  in  great  towns  for  faying  mafs,'  befides  ambaffadors 
houfes,  whither  great  numbers  of  his  majefty’s  fubjeefts  re- 
forted  without  controul.  3.  The  fraternities  or  convents 
of  priefts  and  jefuits  at  St.  James’s,  and  in  feveral  parts  of 


*  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.478.  Palmer,  vol.ii.  p.  208. 

§  In  Peck's  Defiderata  Curiofa”  is  a  letter  of  William  Bridge  to 
Henry  Scobel,  q;  clerk  of  the  council,  about  augmenting  the  income  of 
preachers,  with  the  names  of  the  independant  minifters  of  prime  note  in  the 
county  of  Norfolk.  This  (hews  that  he  was  a  leading  man  among  the  in¬ 
dependants.  Granger’s  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.44.  Dr.  Grey  im¬ 
putes  to  Mr.  Bridge  a  republican  fpirit,  becaufe,  in  a  fermon  before  the 
commons,  he  faid,  “  The  king  mull  not  only  command  according  to  God’s 
“  law,  but  man’s  laws;  and  if  he  don’t  fo  command,  refiftance  is  not  re- 
t€  Mance  of  power  but  of  will.  To  fay,  that  fuch  refiltanfe  muft  only  be  de- 
“  fenfive,  is  nonfenfe;  for  fo  a  man  may  be  ever  refilling,  and  never  reM.” 
Grey,  vol.  i.  p.  187. 


$  Rapin,  vol.  ii.  p.  658 
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' Ae  kingdom,  befides  their  fchools  for  the  educating  youth. 
4*  llie  pub he k  fale  of  popifli  catechifms,  &c.  e.  The  <*e 
nerai  remiffnefs  of  magiftrates,  and  other  officers,  in  not 
convicting  papiils  according  to  law.  6.  Sufpefted  recufants 
enjoying  o  .ices  by  thetnfelves  or  their  deputies,  y.  Prefen- 
tations  to  livings  by  popifli  recufants,  or  by  others  as  they 
direcr,  u.  Sending  youth  beyond  fea  under  tutors,  to  be 
educated  in  the  popifli  religion.  9.  The  few  Exchequer  pro- 
cejjes  that  have  been  iffued  forth,  though  many  have  been 
certified  thither,  xo.  The  great  infolence  of  papifts  in  Ire- 
land,  where  archbifhops  and  bifliops  of  the  pope’s  creation 

appear  publicly,  mafs  being  faid  openly  in  Dublin,  and  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  remedies  which  the  houfe  propofed  againft:  thefe 
growing  mifehiefs  were, 

i-  That  a  proclamation  be  iffued  out  to  banilh  all  popifli 
priefls  and  jefuits  out  of  the  realm,  except  fuch  as  attend 
the  queen  and  foreign  ambaffadors.  2.  That  the  king’s  fub- 
jefts  be  forbid  going  to  hear  mafs  and  other  exercifes  of  the 
romijh  religion,  3.  1  hat  no  office  or  employment  of  public 
authority  be  put  into  the  hands  of  popifli  recufants.  4.  That 
all  fraternities,  convents, and  popifli  fchools, be  aboliflied,and 
the  jefuits,  priefts,  friars,  and  fchool-maflers,  puniflied.  5. 
That  his  majefty  require  ail  the  officers  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
iffue  out  procejfes  againft  popifli  recufants  convift,  certified 
thither.  6.  That  Plunket  the  pretended  primate  of  Ireland, 
and  1  albot  archbifhop  of  Dublin,  be  fent  for  into  England, 
to  answer  Inch  matters  as  fliould  be  objeffed  againft  them. 

The  king  promifed  to  confider  the  addrefs,  but  hoped 
they  would  allow  him  to  diftinguifli  between  new  converts , 
and  thofe  who  had  been  bred  up  in  the  popifli  religion,  and 
ferved  him  and  his  father  in  the  late  wars.  After  fome  time 
a  proclamation  was  iffued,  in  which  his  majefty  declares,  that 
he  had  always  adhered  to  the  true  religion  ejlablifhed  in  this 
kingdom  againft  all  temptations  whatfoever\  and  that  he  would 
employ  his  utmoft  care  and  zeal  in  its  defence.  But  the  ma¬ 
giftrates,  knowing  his  majefty’s  inclinations,  took  no  care  of 
the  execution  of  it.  Nay,  the  duke  of  York  the  king’s 
brother,  having  lately  loft  his  duchefs,  lord  Clarendon’s 


daughter, 


IHAP.  VIII.  of;  the  puritans.  459 

laughter,  who  died  a  papift,*  made  a  formal  abjuration  of 
:he  proteftant  religion  at  this  time  before  father  Simon, 
m  Englifli  jefuit,  publicly  declaring  himfclf  a  Roman  cat  ho¬ 
ick  ;  the  reafon  of  which  was,  that  the  prefent  queen  having 
10  children,  the  papifts  gave  the  duke  to  underhand,  that 
:hey  were  capable  to  efieft  his  majelty’s  divorce,  and  to  fet 
hide  his  fucceflion,  by  providing  him  with  another  queen, 
which  they  would  certainly  attempt,  unlefs  he  would  make 
in  open  profeffion  of  the  Roman  catholick  religion,  which 
he  did  accordingly. 

The  houfe  of  commons  was  very  lavifh  of  the  nation’s 
money  this  feffion,  for  though  there  was  no  danger  of  an 
invafion  from  abroad,  they  voted  the  king  two  millions  and 
i  half,  with  which  his  majefty  maintained  a  handing  army, 
and  called  the  parliament  no  more  together  for  almoft  two 
years.  After  the  houfes  were  up,  the  CABAL  began  to 
profecute  their  fcheme  of  making  the  king  abfolute;  in  order 
to  which,  befides  the  two  millions  and  a  half  granted  by  par¬ 
liament,  they  received  from  France  the  fum  of  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  in  two  years,  which  not  being  fufficient  to 
embark  in  a  war  with  the  Dutch,  the  king  declared  in  coun¬ 
cil,  by  the  advice  of  Clifford ,  that  he  was  refolved  to  fhut 
up  the  Exchequer,  wherein  the  bankers,  of  London,  (who 
had  furnifhed  the  king  with  money  on  all  occafions  at.  great 
intereft)  had  lodged  vafl  fums  of  other  people’s  cafh  de¬ 
posed  in  their  hands.  By  this  means  the  bankers  were 
obliged  to  make  a  hop,  which  interrupted  the  courfe  of 
trade,  and  raifed  a  great  clamour  over  the  whole  kingdom. 
The  king  endeavoured  to  foften  the  bankers ,  by  telling  them 


*  This  Dr.  Grey  is  unwilling  to  admit,  though  he  owns  that  Monfieur  * 
Maimbourgh  publifhed,  in  French,  her  declaration  for  renouncing  the 
Proteftant  religion,  and  he  quotes  largely  from  Dr  .Richard  Wat f on,  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  Englifh  divine,  who  publifhed  an  anfwer  to  it.  The  amount  of  his 
defence  of  the  duchefs,  as  it  appears  in  this  quotation,  is,  that,  when  on 
account  of  herillnefs  the  worfhip  of  her  oratory  had  been  deferted,  it  was 
renewed  again  by  her  order,  and  the  doors  of  her  chamber,  which  was  ad¬ 
joining  to  it,  were  opened  that  fhe  might  hear  the  prayers;  and  that  the 
bifhop  of  Oxford  was  fent  for  to  adminifter  the  facrament  to  her.  In  op- 
pofition  to  this,  which  rifes  to  prefumptive  evidence  only,  and  in  fupport 
pf  Mr.  JSfeal ,  it  may  be  added ;  thar  Sir  John  Rerejby  fays,  that  fhe  died 
V  with  her  laft  breath  declaring  herfelf  a  Papift.”  Memoirs,  p.  19.  Ed. 

‘  it 
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it  fhould  be  only  for  a  year,  and  that  he  would  payt  he  ar- 
rears  out  of  the  next  fubfidies  of  parliament;  but  he  was 
worfe  than  his  word;  fa  that  great  numbers  of,  families  and 
orphans  were  reduced  to  beggary,  while  the  king  gained 
about  one  million  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

A  fecond  advance  of  the  CABAL  towards  arbitrary  pow, 
er,  was  to  deftroy  the  Dutch  commonwealth ;  for  this  purpofe 
the  tripie  alliance  was  to  be  broken,  and  pretences  to  be 
found  out  for  quarrelling  with  that  trading  people.  The  earl 
cCShaieftntry  uled  this  expreffion  in  his  fpeech  to  the  par¬ 
liament  for  juftifying  the  war,  Delenda  eft  Carthago ,  that  is, 
the  Dutch  commonwealth  muft  be  deftroy  ed\  but  an  occafion 
was  wanting  to  juftify  it  to  the  world.  There  had  been  a 
few  fcurrilous  prints  and  medals  {truck  in  Holland ,  refle&ino- 
on  the  king’s  amours,  below  the  notice  of  the  Englifh  court^ 
which  the  Dutch  however  had  caufed  to  be  deftroyed. 
Complaints  were  alfo  revived  of  the  infolence  of  the  Dutch 
in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  of  the  negleft  of  ftriking  the  flag, 
in  the  natrow  feas  to  the  king’s  yacht,  paffing  by  the 
Dutch  fleet.  The  cabal  managed  thefe  complaints  like  men 
who  were  afraid  of  receiving  fatisfaction,  or  of  giving  the 
adverfary  any  umbrage  to  prepare  for  the  ftorm.  The  Dutch 
therefore,  relying  on  the  faith  of  treaties,  purfued  their  traffic 
without  fear  ;  but  when  their  rich  Smyrna  fleet  of  merchant¬ 
men,  confifling  of  feventy-two  fail,  under  convoy  of  fix 
men  of  war,  pafled  by  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  the  Englifh  fleet 
fell  upon  them  and  took  feveral  of  their  {hips,  without  any 
previous  declaration  of  war;  a  breach  of  faith  (fays  Burnet ) 
which  Mahometans  and  pirates  would  have  been  afhamed  of.* 
Two  days  after  the  attempt  upon  the  Smyrna  fleet,  the 
cabal  made  the  third  advance  towards  popery  and  abfolute 
power,  by  advifing  the  king  to  fufpend  the  penal  laws  againft 
all  forts  of  non-conformifls.  It  was  now  refolved  to  fet  the 
diflenters  againft  the  church,  and  to  offer  them  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  crown  to  make  way  for  a  general  toleration.. r 
Lord  Shaftejbury  firlE  propofed  it  in  council,  which  the  ma¬ 
jority  readily  complied  with,  provided  the  Roman  catholicks 
might  be  included ;  but  when  the  declaration  was  prepared, 
the  lord  keeper  Bridgman  refufed  to  put  the  feal  to  it,  as 


*  Yol.  ii.  p«  1 6.  i  2mo. 
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ldo-ino-  it  contrary  to  law,  for  which  he  was  difmiffeig  and 
repeals  o-iven  to  the  earl  of  Shaftejbury ,  who  maintained, 
aat  the  indulgence  Was  for  the  fervice  of  the  church  ot  hng- 
md.*  “  As  for  the  church  (fays  his  lordflrip),  I  concave 
•  the  declaration  is  extremely  for  their  mterelf;  for  the  nar- 
;  row  bottom  they  have  placed  themfelves  upon,  and  the 
1  meafures  they  have  proceeded  by,  io  contrary  to_the  pro- 
£  perties  and  liberties  of  the  nation,  mult  needs  m  a  Ihort 
‘  time  prove  fatal  to  them;  whereas  this  leads  them  into 
c  another  way,  to  live  peaceably  with  the  dinenting  anddii- 
c*  ferent  proteftants,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  .  which  vvvu 
rue  if  both  had  not  been  undermined  by  the  papifts.-J-  Arch- 
)i{hop  Sheldon ,  Morley ,  and  the  reft  of  their  party,  exclaimed 
oudly  againft  the  indulgence ,-  and  alarmed  the  whole  nation, 
nfomucli  that  many  fober  and  good  men,  who  had  long 
bared  the  growth  of  popery,  began  to  think  their  eyes  were 
)pen,  and  that  they  were  in  good  earned;  but  it  appeared 
ifterwards  that  their  chief  concern  was  for  th zfpiritual power; 
'or  though  they  murmured  againft  the  difpenfing power,  they 
:ell  in  with  all  their  other  proceedings;  which,  if  I  rovidence 
aad  not  miraculoufly  interpofed,  muft  haze  been  fatal  to  the 
proteftant  religion  and  the  liberties  of  Europe. 

At  length  the  declaration  having  been  communicated  to  the 
French  king,  and  received  his  approbation,  was  publifhed, 
bearing  date  March  15,  1671-2,  to  the  following  effeft  :% 

cc  .Charles  rex, 

“  OUR  care  and  endeavours  for  the  prefervation  of 

the  rights  and  interefts  of  the  church,  have  been  fufticiently 
*  Hidory  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  56 6.  f  Des  Maiz.  Col.  p.  677,  Ur. 

X  The  biihops  took  the  alarm  at  this  declaration :  and  charged  their 
clergy  to  preach  againft  popery.  The  pulpits  were  full  of  a  new  drain: 
it  was  every  where  preached  againd,  and  the  authority  of  the  laws  weie 
magnified/  The  king  complained  to  Sheldon,  that  controverfy  was  preached, 
as  if  on  purpofe  to  indame  the  people,  and  alienate  them  from  him  and  his 
government ;  and  Sheldon ,  apprehendve  that  the  king  might  again  prefs 
him  on  this  fubjedt,  convened  fome  of  the  clergy,  to  confult  with  them 
what  anfwer  to  make  to  his  majedy.  Dr.  Tillotfon  fuggeded  this  reply: 
t(  That  fince  the  king  himfelf  profefled  the  protedant  religion,  it  would  be  a 
tc  thing  without  a  precedent,  that  he  Ihould  forbid  his  clergy  to  preach  in. 
fe  defence  of  a  religion  which  they  believed,  while  he  himfelf  faid  he  was 
!c  of  it.”  Burnet’s  Hidory,  vol.  ii.  p«  J7 *  X2mo.  ed,  and  Birch’s  Life  of 
Tillotfon,  p-4i.  Ed. 
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manifefted  to  the  World,  by  the  whole  courfe  of  our  n0 
vernment  fince  our  happy  reiteration,  and  by  the 
t.  jnd. frcquent  ways  of  coercion  that  we  have  ufed  for  re- 
e;  rd,Uang,  a11  er™g  or  diffenting  perfons,  and  for  compofing 
«  unhappy  differences  in  matters  of  religion,  which  we 
«  foU'ld  a,u°nS  our  fubjects  upon  our  return;  but  it  beina 
evident  by  the  fad  experience  of  twelve  years,  that  there  is 
TP  ■ llt/t!e  fruu  of  all  thefe  forcible  courfes,  rethink  our- 
je  ves  obliged  to  make ufe  of  thatfupream powerin  ecclefiaftical 
,  matters->  which  is  not  only  inherent  in  us,  but  hath  been  cle- 
c  cfredand  recognifed  to  be  fo,  by  feveral  Jlatutes  and  ads 
of  parliament ;  and  therefore  we  do  now  accordingly  iffue 

cc  r  \1S  ,c  cc'ai/ui°n,  as  well  for  the  quieting  of  our  good 
fubjefts  in  thefe  points,  as  for  inviting  ffranners  in" this 
“  conjuncture  to  come  and  live  under  us;  and  for  the  better 
“  encouragement  of  all  to  a  chearful  following  of  their  trades 
“  and  callings,  from  whence  we  hope,  by  the  bieffing  of 
‘  God,  to  have  many  good  and  happy  advantages  to  our 
government;  as  alfo  for  preventing  for  the  future  the  dan- 
‘  ger  that  might  otherwife  arife  from  private  meetings  and 
“  feditious  conventicles. 


CC 


CC 


/Vncl  in  the  firft  place,  we  declare  ourexprefs  refolution, 
meaning  and  intention  to  be,  that  the  church  of  England 
“  be  preferved,  and  remain  entire  in  its  doftrine,  difeipline 
“  and  government,  as  now  it  dands  edablidied  by  law ;  and 
“  that  this  be  taken  to  be,  as  it  is,  the  bafis,  rule,  and  dand- 
ai  d  of  the  geneial  andpubhek  worfhip  of  God,  and  that  the 
€C  orthodox  conformable  clergy  do  receive  and  enjoy  the  re- 
“  venues  belonging  thereunto,  and  that  no  perfon,  though 
of  a  diderent  opinion  and  perfuafion,  diall  be  exempt  from 
paying  his  tithes,  0-2  other  dues  whatfoever.  And  farther 
we  declare,  that  no  perfon  diall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
benefice,  living,  or  ecclefiadical  dignity  or  preferment,  of 
cc  any  kind,  in  this  our  kingdom  of  England,  who  is  not  ex- 
cc  aftly  conformable. 

\\  e  do  in  the  next  place  declare  our  will  and  pleafure  to 
be,  that  the  execution  of  all ,  and  all  manner  of  penal  laws  in 
matters  ecclefajlical ,  againft  whatfoever  fort  of  non-confor - 
“  mifts  or  recufants ,  be  immediately  fufpended ,  and  they  are 
“  hereby fuf pended ;  and  adjudges,  judges  ofaffize  and  gaol 

“  delivery, 
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6  delivery,  (heriffs,  juftices  of  peace,  mayors,  bailiffs,  and 
c  other  officers  whatfoever,  whether  ecclefiaftical  or  civil, 

6  are  to  take  notice  of  it,  and  pay  due  obedience  thereto. 

«  And  that  there  may  be  no  pretence  for  any  of  our  fub- 
jefts  to  continue  their  illegal  meetings  and  conventicles, 
:t  we  do  declare,  that  we  fliall  from  time  to  time  allow  a  fuf- 
16  ficient  number  of  places,  as  they  fliall  be  defired,  in  all 
parts  of  this  our  kingdom,  for  the  ufe  of  fuclras  do  not 
u  conform  to  the  church  of  England,  to  meet  and  affemble  in 
“  order  to  their  publick  worlhip  and  devotion,  which  places 
fliall  be  open  and  free  to  all  perfons. 

But  to  prevent  fuch  diforders  and  inconveniencies  as 
may  happen  by  this  our  indulgence,  if  not  duly  regulated; 
u  and  that  they  may  he  the  better  protected  by  the  civil  ma- 
ie  giflrate;  our  exprefs  will  and  pleafure  is ,  that  none  of  our 
“  fubjefls  do  prefume  to  meet  in  any  place ,  until  fuch  places  be 
allowed ,  and  the  teacher  of  that  congregation  be  approved 
by  us . 

“  And  left  any  fhould  apprehend  that  this  r'eftri&ion  fhould 
u  make  our  faid  allowance  and  approbation  difficult  to  be  ob- 
u  tained,  we  do  farther  declare,  that  this  our  indulgence,  as 
“  to  the  allowance  of  the  publick  places  of  worlhip,  and  ap- 
cc  probation  of  the  preachers,  fliall  extend  to  all  forts  of  nen- 
tc  conformifts  and  recufants ,  except  the  recufants  of  the  Roman 
tc  catholick  religion ,  to  whom  we  fliall  in  no  wife  allow  publick 
places  ofworffiip,  but  only  indulge  them  their  (hare  in  the 
cc  common  exemption  from  the  penal  laws,  and  the  exercife 
cc  of  their  worlhip  in  their  private  houfes  only. 

cc  And  if  after  this  our  clemency  and  indulgence,  any  of 
our  fubjefts  fliall  pretend  to  abufe  this  liberty,  and  fliall 
€C  preach  feditioufly,  or  to  the  derogation  of  the  do&rine, 
difeipline  or  government,  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  or 
£C  fliall  meet  in  places  not  allowed  by  us,  we  do  hereby  give 
“  them  warning,  and  declare  we.  will  proceed  againft  them 
cc  with  all  imaginable  feverity.  And  we  will  let  them  fee, 
45  we  can  be  as  fevere  to  puniffi  fuch  offenders  when  fo  juftly 
provoked,  as  we  are  indulgent  to  truly  tender  confciences.” 

Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall  this  1  $th  day  of  March,  in 
the  four  and  twentieth  year  of  our  reign. 
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The  proteftant  non-conformiils  had  no  opinion  of  the  dif. 
penjtng  power ,  and  were  not  forward  to  accept  of  liberty  in 
tnis  way ;  they  were  fenfihle  tne  indulgence  was  not  granted 
out  of  love  to  them,  nor  would  continue  any  longer, %han  it 
would  Jerve  the  intereft  of  popery.  “  The  beginning  of 
“  the  Dutch  war  (fays  one  of  their  writers)  made  the  court 
“  thmk  ir  neceffary  to  grant  them  an  indulgence,  that  there 
might  be  peace  at  home  while  there  was  war  abroad, 
“  though  much  to  the  diffatisfaftion  of  thofe  who  had  a* 
hand  in  rraming  all  the  fevere  laws  againft  them.”*  Many 
pamphlets  were  written  for  and  againft  tha  diffenters  ac¬ 
cepting  it,  becaufe  it  was  grafted  on  the  difpenfmg  power . 
Some  maintained,  that  it  was  fetting  up  altar  againft  altar, 
and  that  they  ftiould  accept  of  nothing  but  a  comprehension. 
Others  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
pieibyterians.to  makeufeof  the  liberty  granted  them  by  xhe 
king,  becaufe  it  was  their  natural  right,  which  no  legiftative 
powei  upon  earth  had  a  right  to  deprive  them  of,  as  long  as 
they  remained  dutiful  fubjefts;  that  meeting  in  feparate  con¬ 
gregations  diftinct  from  the  parochial  aflemblies,  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances,  was  neither  fchifmatical  nor  finful.f  Ac¬ 
cordingly  molt  of  the  minifters,  both  in  London  and  in  the 
country,  took  out  licences,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  tran- 
feribed  from  under  the  king’s  own  hand  and  feal  in  the  mar¬ 
gin.  J  Great  numbers  of  people  attended  the  meetings,  and 

#  Baxter,  part  iii.  p.  99.  Wei  wood’s  Mem.  p.  190. 
f  Welwood’s  Memoirs,  p.  102.*  * 
t  Charles  Rex. 

CHARLES  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England,  Scotland,  France, 

&c.  To  all  mayors,  bailiffs,  conftables, 
and  others  our  officers  and  minifters  civil  and  military,  whom  it  may  con¬ 
cern,  greeting.  In  purfuance  of  our  declaration  of  the  15th  of  March 
1671-2.  We  do  hereby  permit  and  licenfe  G.  S. - of  the  congrega¬ 

tional  perfuafton,  to  be  a  teacher  of  the  congregation  allowed  by  us,  in  a 
room  or  rooms  of  his  houfe  in  . .  ■■  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  as  do  not  con¬ 

form  to  the  church  of  England,  who  are  of  that  perfuafton  commonly  called 
congregational,  with  further  licence  and  permiffion  to  him  the  faid  G.  S. 

* -  to  teach  in  any  place  licenfed  aud  allowed  by  us,  according  to  our  faid 

declaration. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall  the  fecond  day  of  May,  in  the 
24th  year  of  our  reign  1672.  By  his  majelly’s  command, 

Arlington. 

f  The  editor  cannot  meet  'with  thefe  paffages  in  tVelwoocT s  Memoirs,  6th 
edition* 
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a  cautious  and  moderate  addrefs  of  thanks  was  prefented  to  the 
king  for  their  liberty,  but  all  were  afraid  of  the  confequences. 

It  was  reported  further,  that  the  court  encouraged  the 
non-conformifts,  by  fome  fmall  penfions  of  fifty  and  one 
hundred  pounds  to  the  chief  of  their  party;  that  Mr. 
Baxter  returned  the  money,  but  that  Mr.  acknowledged 
he  had  received  fifty  pounds  for  two  years,  and  that  the 
reft  accepted  it.*  This  was  reported  to  the  difad vantage  of 
the  dififenters  by  Dr.  Stilling  fleet  and  others,  with  an  infinu- 
ation  that  it  was  to  bribe  them  to  be  fllent ,  and  join  interejl 
with  the  papifls;  but  Dr.  Owen ,  in  anfwer  to  this  part  of 
the  charge,  in  his  preface  to  a  book  entitled  An  Enquiry ,  &c. 
againft  Dr.  Stilling  fleets  declares,  that  44  it  is  fuch  a  front- 
44  lefs  malicious  lye,  as  impudence  i tfelf  would  blufh  at ;  that, 
44  however  the  diflenters  may  be  traduced,  they  are  ready  to 
44  give  the  higheft  fecurity  that  can  be  of  their  liability  in  the 
44  proteftant  caufe;  and  for  myfelf(fays  he)  never  any  perfon 
44  in  authority,  dignity,  or  power  in  the  nation,  nor  any 
44  from  them,  papift  or  proteftant,  did  ever  fpeak  or  advife 
46  with  me  about  any  indulgence  or  toleration  to  be  granted 
44  to  papifls,  and  I  challenge  the  whole  world  to  prove  the 
44  contrary.”  From  this  indulgence  Dr.  Stillingfleet  dates 
the  beginning  of  the  prelbyterian  feparation. 

This  year  died  Dr.  Edmund  Staunton ,  the  ejected  minifter 
of  Kingfton-upon-Thames,  one  of  the  affembly  of  divines, 
and  fome  time  prefident  of  Corpus-Chrifti  College  in  Ox¬ 
ford.  He  was  fon  of  Sir  Francis  Staunton ,  born  at  Woo- 
burne  in  Bedfordfhire  -i6oi,  and  educated  in  Wadham  col- 
lege,  of  which  he  was  a  fellow.-}-  Upon  his  taking  orders, 
he  became  minifter  of  Bulky  in  Hertfordfhire,  but  changed 
it  afterwards  for  Kingfton-upon-Thames.  In  1634  he  took 
the  degrees  in  divinity,  and  in  1 648  was  made  prefident  of 
Corpus-Chrifti  college,  which  he  kept  till  he  was  filenced 
for  non-conformity.  He  then  retired  to  Rickmanfworth  in 

Hertfordfhire,  and  afterwards  to  a  village  in  that  county  called 

\ 

•  .  t 

*  Burnet,  vof  ii.  p.  16,  17. 

f  Dr.  Staunton ,  in  1615,  became  a  commoner  ofWadham  college  ;  on 
the  4th  of  October,  in  the  fame  year,  was  admitted  fcholar  of  Corpus  Chrifti 
:ollege  :  and  afterwards  Fellow,  and  M.  A.  Wood's  Athen.  Oxon.  vol.  ii. 
p.  352,  and  Dr.  Grey.  Ed. 
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Bovingden,  where  he  preached  as  often  as  he  had  opportu¬ 
nity.  He  was  a  learned,  pious,  and  peaceable  divine.  In  his 
laft  ficunefs  he  laid  he  neither  feared  death  nor  defired  life, 
but  was  willing  to.be  at  God’s  difpofal.  He  died  July  14’ 
1671,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  belonging  to  the  parifh.* 
Mr.  Vavafor  Pozvel  was  born  in  Radnorshire,  and  educated 
in  Jelus  college,  Oxon.  When  he  left  the  univerfity  he 
preached  up  and  down  in  Wales,  till  being  driven  from 
thence  for  want  of  prefbyterial  ordination,  which  he  fcrupled, 
he  came  to  London,  and  foon  after  fettled  at  Hartford  in 
Kent.  In  the  year  1646  he  obtained  a  teftimonial  of  his  re¬ 
ligious  and  blamelefs  convention,  and  of  his  abilities  for  the 
work  of  the  miniftry,  ligned  by  Mr.  Herle  and  feventeen  of 
the  alfembly  of  divines.  Furnifhed  with  thefe  teftimonials 
he  returned  to  Wales,  and  became  a  mo  ft  indefatigable 
and  aftive  inftrument  of  propagating  the  gofpel  in  Shofe 
parts.  There  were  few,  if  any,  of  the  churches  or  chapels 
m  Wales,  in  which  he  did  not  preach;  yea,  very  often  he 
preached  to  the  poor  Welch  in  the  mountains,  at  fairs,  and  in 
market-places ;  forwhich  he  had  no  more  than  a  ftipend  of  one 
hundred  pounds  per  annum ,  befides  the  advantage  of  fome  fe- 
queftered  livings  in  North  Wales,  (fays  my  author)  which,  in 
thofe  times  of  confufion,  turned  but  to  a  very  poor  account. 
Mr.  Powel  was  a  bold  man,  and  of  republican  principles, 
preaching  again.lt  the  protePtorfiip  of  Cromwell ,  and  wrote 
letters  to  him,  for  which  he  was  imprifoned,  to  prevent  his 
fpreading  difaffcftion  in  the  ftate.  At  the  dawn  of  the  refto- 
ration,  being  known  to  be  a  fifth  monarchy  man,  he  was 
fecured  firft  at  Shrewfbury,  afterwards  in  Wales,  and  at  laft 
in  the  Fleet.  In  the  year  1662  he  was  fliut  up  in  South-Sea 
caftle  near  Portfmouth,  where  he  continued  five  years.  In 
1667  he  was  releafed,  but  venturing  to  preach  again  in  his 
own  country,  he  was  imprifoned  at  Cardiff,  and  in  the  year 
1669  fentup  to  London,  and  confined  a  prifoner  in  the  Fleet, 
where  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  Bunhill-fieids,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  an  innumerable  croud  of  diffenters,  who  attended 
him  to  his  grave.  Fie  was  of  an  unconquerable  refolution, 
and  of  a  mind  unftiaken  under  all  his  troubles.  The  infcrip- 
tion  on  his  tomb  calls  him,  “  Afuccefsful  teacher  of  the  part, 

*  Calamy’s  Abridg.  vol,  ii.  p.  63 .  Palmerh  Non-con.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  173. 
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“  a  fincere  wltnefs  of  the  prefent,  and  an  ufeful  example  to 
“  thefut  ure  age ;  who,  in  the  defection  of  many,  found  mercy 
“  to  be  faithful,  for  which  being  called  to  many  prifons,  he 
“  was  there  tried,  and  would  not  accept  deliverance,  ex- 
“  pcfting  a  better  refurrcction.”  He  died  Oftober  27,  1671, 
in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  the  eleventh  year  of  his 
imprifonment.* 

*  To  Mr.  NeaPs  account  of  Mr.  Vavafor  Powell  it  may  be  added,  that 
he  was  born  in  1617,  and  defcended  from  an  antient  and  honourable  flock : 
on  his  father’s  fide,  from  the  Powells  of  Knocklas  in  Radnorfliire;  and  on 
his  mother’s,  from  the  Vavajors,  a  family  of  great  antiquity,  that  came  out 
of  Yorkfhire  into  Wales,  and  was  related  to  the  principal  gentry  in  North 
Wales.  So  adive  and  laborious  was  he  in  the  duties  of  the  miniftry,  that 
he  frequently  preached  in  two  or  three  places  in  a  day,  and  was  feldom  two 
days  in  the  week,  throughout  the  year,  out  of  the  pulpit.  He  would  fome- 
times  ride  an  hundred  miles  in  the  week,  and  preach  in  every  place  where 
he  could  gain  admittance,  either  by  night  or  day.  He  would  often  alight 
from  his  horfe,  and  fet  on  it  any  aged  perfon  whom  he  met  with  on  the  road 
on  foot,  and  walk  by  the  fide  for  miles  together.  He  was  exceedingly  hof- 
pitable  and  generous,  and  would  not  only  entertain  and  lodge,  but  clothe 
the  poor  and  aged.  He  was  a  man  of  great  humility,  very  confcientious 
and  exemplary  in  all  relative  duties,  and  very  pundual  to  his  word.  He 
wasafcholar,  and  his  general  deportment  was  that  of  a  gentleman.  His 
fentiments  were  thofe  of  a  Sabbatarian  B apt ijl.  In  5642,  when  he  left 
Wales,  there  was  not  then  above  one  or  two  gathered  churches ;  but  before 
the  reftoration,  there  were  above  twenty  diftind  focieties,  confifling  of 
from  two  to  five  hundred  members,  chiefly  planted  and  formed  by  his  care 
and  induflry,  in  the  principles  of  the  Baptijls .  They  were  alfo  for  the  or¬ 
dination  of  elders,  fmging  of  pfalms  and  hymns  in  publick  worfhip  ;  laying 
on  of  hands  on  the  newly  baptifed,  and  anointing  the  fick  with  oil,  and  did 
not  limit  their  communion  to  an  agreement  with  them  in  their  fentiments  on 
baptifm.  He  bore  his  laft  illnefs  with  great  patience,  and  under  the  acutefl 
pains  would  blefs  God,  and  fay,  “  he  would  not  entertain  one  hard  thought 
“  of  God  for  all  the  world,”  and  could  fcarcely  be  reftrained  from  ads  of 
devotion,  and  from expreffing his  fentiments  of  Zealand  piety. — Dr.  Grey, 
after  W ood ,  has  vilified  Mr.  Powell  by  retailing  the  falfehoods  of  a  piece  en¬ 
titled  “  Strena  Vavaforienfis.”  Crofby’s  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  373,  &c.  Life 
and  Death  ofVavaforPowel,  Ed, 
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The  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts. 

T  this  period  it  is  proper  to  refume  the  Hiftory  of  the 
jL  JL  Baptifts,  which  we  only  flightly  touched  in  °ur  Sup¬ 
plemental  pages,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  chapter.  1  his 
people,  from  the  Reftoration  to  the  Declaration  of  indulgence 
in  1 672,  were  expofed  to  Severe  fufferings:  though  they  had 
no  influence  in  the  preceding  viciffitudes  of  government.  It 
was  not  known  that  during  the  conteft  between  Charles  I.  and 
the  parliament,  any  one  of  this  feft  was  in  the  king  s  army  \ 
fome  of  them  in  that  of  the  parliament ;  and  it  was  fuppofed, 
that  a  fpecial  reafon  of  difbanding  one  entire  regiment  in  the 
earl  of  EJfex’s  army  was,  the  colonel  having  entertained  and 
given  countenance  to  Separati/ls  and  fome  Anabaptifts .  .  Al¬ 
though  in  and  after  1649,  their  numbers  did  increafe,  info- 
much  that  the  principal  officers  in  divers  regiments  of  horfe 
and  foot  became  baptijls ,  particularly  in  Cromwell's  own  re¬ 
giment  of  horfe,  and  the  duke  of  Albemarle’ s  of  foot;  yet  it  is 
laid,  on  ^ood  information,  that  before  that  year  there  were 
not,  at  any  time,  twenty  of  this  denomination  in  any  fort  of 
commandin  the  whole  army.  Until  the  year  1648,  two  only 
of  this  profeflion,  Mr.  Lawrence  and  Mr.  John  Fiennes ,  a 
Son  of  lord  Say,  were  members  of  the  houie  of  commons ; 

and,  in  that  year,  before  the  death  of  the  king,  they  with¬ 

drew 
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drew  from  the  parliament,  not  approving  their  proceedings, 
and  lived  private  for  about  fix  years,  when  Mr.  Lawrence 
was  called  again  into  pubhck  employment.  In  i6co,  fome 
of  this  perfuafion,  viz.  Capt.  Mildmay ,  Capt  .Pack,  and  Sir 
John  Hannan,  were  preferred  to  commands  at  fea.*  Major- 
general  Harrifon,  «  a  man  of  excellent  natural  parts,”  fays 
Mi .  Baxter,  “  for  affection  and  oratory,  but  not  well  feen  in 

the  principles  of  his  religion, ”f  ’{/as  the  only  baptijl  among 
,  the  king’s  judges.j  '  1  J  s 

Whatever  concern, however, they  maybe  fuppofed  to  have 

had  in  national  affairs,  it  foon  ceafed  after  Cromwell affutned 
the  reins  of  government,  who,  when  he  thought  himfelf 
well  fettled,  and  perceived  that  it  would  pieaie  the  dominant 
party,  began  to  undermine  the  feclarians ,  and  in  particular 
to  fupprefs  the  baptijls.  Mr.  Baxter  charges  them  with  grow- 
ing  infolent  both  m  England  and  Ireland,  after  Crotn'wclC s 
death,  and  the  fucceflion  of  his  fon  Richard  wras  fet  afide : 
and  that,  joining  their  brethren  in  the  army,  they  were 
every  w’here  put  in  power.  He  complains  .  f  fome  perfonal 
infults  and  ungenerous  treatment,  which  he  received  from 
fome  who  refided  near  to  him,  irritated  by  their  remem- 
biance  of  the  oppofition  he  had  made  to  their  fentiments, 
and  who,  though  not  many  more  than  twenty,  “  talked,” 
as  he  expreffes  it,  “  as  if  they  had  been  lords  of  the  world.”  § 
This  fpirit  of  refentment  and  triumph  was  foon  humbled  by 
the  difappointment  of  hope,  and  a  fubfequent  feries  of 
fufferings.  '  | 

This  appears,  in  the  firfl  inflance,  from  a  petition  pre- 
fented  to  king  Charles  II.  figned  by  thirty-five,  on  behalf  of 
many  others  in  Lincolnfhire.  It  ftated,  tliar  not  only  their 
meetings  for  religious  worfhip  were  interrupted  by  the  ma- 
giflrates ;  and  bonds  for  good  behaviour  were  impofed  upon 
them,  for  the  violation  of  which,  on  account  of  renewing 
their  affemblies,  they  were  profecuted  as  peace-breakers; 
but  that  they  wereabufed  in  the  ftreets,  and  their  own  houfes 
could  not  afford  them  protedfion ;  for,  if  they  were  heard 
praying  to  God  in  their  families,  they  were  infulted  by 
founding  of  horns,  beating  againft  their  doors,  and  threats 

*  Crofby’s  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts,  vol.  ii.  p.  2 — f  Baxter’s  Life, 
part  i.  p.  57.  |  Crofby,  vol  ii.  p.  9.  §  His  own  Life,  part  ii.  p.  206. 
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that  they  fhould  be  hanged.  If  they  appealed  to  the  ma¬ 
gnates,  the  rage  of  their  adverfaries  received  a  fanftion 
from  the  odious  terms  with  which  thofe  who  fat  on  the 
bench  of  judice  reviled  them.  Many  of  them  were  mdifted 
at  the  feffions  for  not  attending  on  the  preaching  of  the  epif- 
copal  clergy,  and  alarmed  with  a  dellgn  of  levying  from 

every  one  a  penalty  of  20/.  per  month. 

The  petition  was  gracioufly  received  by  the  king,  who 
promifed  that  he  would  take  particular  care  that  none  fhould 
trouble  them  on  account  of  their  confcience,  in  things  per¬ 
taining  to  religion ;  and  immediately  directed  a  member  of 
parliament  to  go  to  the  lord  chancellor  and  fecretary,  that  the 
proper  meafures  for  this  end  might  be  taken. 

In  the  fame  year,  another  petition  and  reprefentation  of 
their  fufferings  was  prefented  by  fome  bapiifts ,  inhabitants  of 
Kent,  and  prisoners  in  the  gaol  at  Maidilone.  In  this  paper 
they  appealed  to  their  “  Confeflion  of  Faith,”  as  truly  re- 
prelenting  their  principles  concerning  magidracy  and  go¬ 
vernment;  and  deplored  the  danger  which  threatened  their 
lives,  and  the  ruin  which  hung  over  their  wives  and  little 
ones,  by  the  violence  exercifed  againfl  them.  For,  befides 
being  made  prifoners,  thehoufesof  iome  had,  without  any 
authority  from  the  executive  power,  been  broken  open  in 
he  dead  of  night;  and  from  others  their  goods  and  cattle 
thadbeen  taken  away  and  detained. 

Great  alfo  were  the  fufferings  of  thofe  who  refided  in 
Gloucefterfliire.  The  mod  eminent  Cavaliers  rode  about 
1  armed  with  fwords  and  pidols,  ranfacking  their  houfes,  and 
abufing  their  families  in  a  violent  manner.  At  the  houie  of 
Mr.  Helme ,  at  Winchcombe,  the  bed  whereon  his  children 
laid  was  not  fpared;  and  their  outrageous  conduct  fo  fright¬ 
ened  his  wife  as  to  throw  her  into  an  illnefs  which  threatened 
her  life.  Mr.  Warren ,  who  poffeffed  the  parfonage  of  Ren- 
come,  was  with  his  wife  and  family  penned  up  into  an  upper 
room  of  his  houfe,  and  fo  harrafled  night  and  day  by  the 
violence  of  the  affailants  and  the  noife  of  hautboys,  that  he 
died  in  the  place.  Mr.  Fletcher ,  who  had  been  put  into  a  va¬ 
cant  place  by  authority,  was  fo  beat  and  inhumanly  treated 
by  a  cavalier  of  his  parifh,  that  he  and  his  family  fled  for 
their  lives.  One  pious  raimfler  was  aflaulted  as  he  was  en¬ 
tering 
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,Ano*er  was  violently  pulled  out  of  his 
ji  ’  S  Wl  e5  children,  and  goods,  werethrown  into  the 

.  ’  0Ile  ot  panfli  were  allowed  to  give  them  enter¬ 

tainment  and  he  himfelf  was  haled  to  gaol.* 

.  h  is  !efs  furPrifmg,  that  thefe  people  were  infulted  by  the 
ignorant  populace  and  were  abufed  by  the  petty  officers  of 
puwu,  when  even  the  legiflature  marked  them  as  the  obje&s 
o  fulpicion,  hatred,  and  feverity.  For  the  parliament  affem- 

ration,  when  it  puffed  an  aft  for  confirming 
all  mmifters  in  the  poffeffion  of  their  benefices,  how  heterodo 
ioeve/  they  had  been,  provided  they  would  conform  for  tin 
uture,  excepting  fuch  as  had  been  of  the  £^///?perfuafion.f 

bo  far  from  being  encouraged  to  conform/  or  being  per- 
nutted  in  peace  and  fecurity  to  diffent,  they  were  purfued 
with  cruelty.  Divers  of  them  were  call  into  Reading  pri- 
lon,  for  confcientioufly  ferupling  to  take  fome  oaths  admini- 
itered  to  them.  At  Newport  in  Wales,  at  the  end  of  fermon, 
two  were  fet  upon  by  foldiers  with  fwords  and  ftaves.J  At 
ondon,  Dr.  John  Griffith  was  committed  to  Newgate, 
where  he  lay  feventeen  months,  for  no  other  crime  but 
preaching  to  a  congregation  of  proteftants.  In  Lincolnfliire/ 
Mr.  l  homas  Grantham  and  fome  others  were  taken  from  their 
meeting  at  Boffon  by  fome  foldiers,  and  after  having  been 
lodged  all  night  in  a  publick  inn,  had  their  reft  difturbed, 
and  their  minds  grieved,  by  the  inceflant  curfes  and  oaths  of 
Ven  guards ;  they  were,  on  the  next  morning,  conveyed  to 
t  e  common  gaol,  and  detained  there,  without  fo  much  as 
leaft  pretence  of  any  crime  laid  to  their  charge,  till  the 
a  izes,  when  they  were  difmiffed.  At  Dover,  the  magi- 
ltrates  were  fevere  againft  them,  taking  them  from  their 
meedng-houfes,  and  committing  them  to  prifon.  After  four- 
and-twenty  days  they  were  admitted  to  bail,  and  appearing 
at  the  allizes  were  forbidden  to  afiemble  any  more  in  their 
own  place  of  worfhip,  but  were  allowed  the  life  of  one  of 
the  churches.  This  privilege,  which  they  enjoyed  about  the 
Ipace  of  five  months,  was  afterwards  denied  to  them.  Upon 
meeting  again  in  their  own  place,  their  worfhip  was  difturbed, 
and  twenty-four  of  them,  under  different  commitments,  fent 

*  Crofby,  vol.  ii.  p.  i — 30.  f  Wall’s  Hiftory  of  Infant  Baptifm,  vol.  ii. 

P*  2 1 5.  X  Crofby,  voL  ii.  p.  94,  97. 
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to  prifon;  at  the  quarter-feffions,  a  bill  of  indictment  was 
found  againft  them;  fome  traverfed  it,  others  Submitted  to 
the  court,  and  the  reft  were  remitted  to  the  prifon  again. 

A  circumftance  which  much  aggravated  the  proceedings 
againft  thefe  people  was,  that  they  were  not  apprehended 
by  the  peace-officers  only,  but  by  rude,  youthful,  and  mer¬ 
cenary  Soldiers;  who  feized  them,  to  the  terror  of  women 
and  children,  with  mufquets  and  drawn  fwords,  did  violence 

to  their  perfons,  and  broke  their  goods. -j- 

In  lune  1661,  one  of  thefe  military  bandimes  went  to  a 
meeting-houfe  in  Whitechapel,  and  laid  hands  on  more  than 
twenty;  one  of  whom  refilling  to  go  with  them,  unlefs  they 
produced  their  warrant,  they  not  only  pulled  him  along  by 
force,  and  beat  him  about  the  head  with  their  hangers,  but 
lifting  him  up  between  three  or  four  feveral  times,  let  him  lab 
with  violence,  and  drove  his  bread  and  ftomach  againft  tlm 
rails  with  fuch  force,  that  his  health  was  gieatly  injuied  b^ 
the  blows  and  frills.  When  a  fuit  was  commenced  againft  the 
aftors  of  this  tragedy,  the  perfons,  at  wnoie  complaint  tin., 
foldiers  were  arretted,  were  themfelvcs  anefled,  and  were  fent 
to  Newgate,  where  they  lay  about  ten  or  twelve  days  before 
they  could  be  bailed,  and  Were  held  bound  from  feffions  to  fef- 
fions,  for  a  long  time,  before  they  could  be  diichaiged. 

The  perfons  affembling  in  the  fame  meeting-houfe  were 
affaulted  by  a  like  body  of  foldiers,  October  the  20th,  1661, 
and  one  of  them,  the  minitter  objecting  to  the.  authority 
under  which  they  pretended  to  act,  was  byr  a  mittimus,  pic- 
tending  and  inferring  great  matters,  caft  into  Newgate,  wheie 
he  lay  thirty  weeks ,  without  any  thing  laid  to  his  charge, 
and  then  they  releafed  him. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  in  the  fame  year,  a  fimilar  out¬ 
rage  was  committed,  in  the  fame  place,  with  as  little  fhew  of" 
face  of  law.  The  preacher  and  three  more  were  feized,  and 
thrown  into  New  Prifon,  from  wnich,  in  time  of  JeJJ'ioyis^ 
one  was  removed  to  Newgate,  under  pretence  of  being 
brought  to  his  trial;  which,  however,  he  could  never  pro¬ 
cure,1  though  he  called  for  it  in  die  face  of  the  courts  nor 
was  his  name  returned  in  the  calendar.  Yet  he  was  kept  in 
gaol  twelve  weeks ,  till  fetched  out  by  a  perfon  in  authority, 

*  Crofby,  vol.ii.  p.  149,  150,  154,  5.  +  Croiby..  vol.  ii.p.  161. 
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He  fuffered  in  3.11  eighteen,  3nd  the  other  perfons  twenty- 
eight  weeks  imprifonment.'* 

In  the  following  year,  their  religious  affemblies,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  town,  met  with  the  like  violent  inter¬ 
ruptions  from  the  foldiery,  breaking  in  with  their  fwerds 
and  mulkets,  and  afting  under  the  authority  of  John  Ro- 
binfon  the  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  as  in  the  former  cafes. 
In  one  inflance  a  child  in  the  cradle  was  awaked  out 
of  its  fleep  by  their  violence,  and  fo  terrified,  that  it  fell 
lick,  and  died  in  three  days.  In  other  infiances,  the  forms 
and  furniture  of  their  places  of  worfhip  were  broken  and 
deftroyed.  Robinfon ,  being  told  by  them  that  they  had 
broken  the  pulpit  in  Brick-lane,  replied,  “  it  was  well 
done;”  and  gave  them  a  piece  of  gold,  as  a  reward  for  their 
good  fervice.  In  al1  les.  the  perfons  of  thofe  affembled 
were  expofed  to  their  indTcriminating  rage;  neither  fex,  nor 
childhood,  nor  old  age,  nor  women  with  child,  were  fpared. 
At  one  place  the  mob  was  let  in  to  aft  with  foldiers,  at  the 
direftion  of  Robinfon .  Many  of  the  confcientious  fufferers^ 
by  illegal  commitments,  were  caft  into  prifon. 

Even  the  walls  of  the  prifon  did  not  afford  them  a  fecure 
retreat.  In  the  prifon  itfelf  they  were  expofed  to  outrage 
and  fury.  When  they  have  been  engaged  together  in  reli¬ 
gious  converfation  and  afts  of  devotion,  the  felons  of  the 
gaol,  the  thieves  and  houfebreakers,  the  pickpockets  and 
highwaymen,  have  been  let  into  their  room,  have  threatened 
them,  violently  affaulted,  and  beaten  them.f 

But  in  the  country,  were  ufually  the  greatefi  injufiicc  and 
otielty  praftifed.  The  gentlemen  in  the  commiflion  of  the 
peace,  near  Ay  lefbury  in  Buckingham{hire,difiinguiflied  them- 
ielves  by  their  virulence  in  profecuting  the  non-conformifts , 
and  particularly  the  baptijh .  They  filled  not  the  county  gaol 
only  with  prifoners  of  this  defeription,  but  hired  large  houfes 
in  Aylefbury,  and  converted  them  into  prifons;  and  not  con¬ 
tented  with  the  fe verities  in  daily  exercife,  fuch  as  confifca- 
tion  of  goods  and  imprifonment,  they  attempted  to  revive  the 
x>Jd  praftice  of  punifhing  heretics  with  banifhment  and  death. 
They  grounded  their  proceedings  on  the  opprefhve  aft  of 

*  Crofby,  vol.  ii.  p.  162 — 5.  f  Crofby,  rol.  ii.  p.  172 — 179. 
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the  35th  of  Elizabeth ,  for  the punijhment  of  perfons  objlinately 
refufinp  to  come  to  church-,*  which  went  to  banilli  them,  it, 
after  three  months  imprifonment,  they  refufed  conformity; 
and  if  they  d'dnot  leave  the  kingdom  within  a  limited  time, 
or  fliould  return,  to  inflict  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 
In  1 664,  fome  of  theB  juftices  proceeded  on  this  act  againft  ten 
men  and  two  women,  all/w/>//y?t,whohad  been  apprehended  at 
their  meeting  in  or  near  Aylefbury:  on  thefe  perfons, becaufe 
they  refufed  to  conform,  and  to  abjure  the  icalm,  fentence 
of  death  was  paflfed,  and  immediately  their  goods  alfo  were 
feized.  The  other  diflenters,  who  conftitnted  the  majority 
of  inhabitants  in  the  town,  alarmed  at  thefe  proceedings, 
and  anticipating  their  own  doom,  fliut  up  their  (hops:  this 
flop  to  commerce  ftruck  the  whole  town  with  horror  and 
furprize.  A  foil  of  one  of  the  condemned  perfons  imme¬ 
diately  took  horfe  for  London,  and  was  introduced,  by  Mr. 
William  Kiffin,  a  gentleman  of  note  amongft  the  baptifts ,  and 
ofintereff:  at  court,  to  chancellor  Hyde,  who  was  ealily  en¬ 
gaged  to  lay  the  cafe  before  the  king.  His  Majefty  ex- 
prefled  great  furprize,  that  any  of  his  fubjefts  fliould  be 
put  to  death  for  their  religion,  and  enquired  whether  any 
law  in  force  juftified  fuch  proceedings?  Being  fatisfied  on 
this  point,  he  promifed  his  pardon.  But  left  any  precipi¬ 
tancy  in  executing  the  fentence  fliould  fuperfede  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  "'his  grace,  while  the  pardon  was  paffing  through  the 
ufud  form  .,  the  king,  on  a  renewed  application,  granted  an 
immediate  reprieve.  The  condemned  perfons,  however,  were 
continued  clofe  prifoners  till  the  next  aflizes,  and  then  the 
judge  brought  down  his  majefty’s  pardon,  and  they  were  all 
fet  at  liberty.f  This  would,  undoubtedly,  check  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  juftices  to  a  fimilar  procefs.  But  the  virtuous 
fufferers,  befides  their  other  calamities,  owed  their  fafety  to 
favour  inftead  of  law ;  and  appeared  under  the  ignominious 
character  of  pardoned  criminals,  when  they  ought  to  have 
enjoyed  the  fecurity  and  reputation  of  peaceable  and  innocent 
fubjefts. 

The  rage  of  the  people,  fanftioned  by  the  conduct  of  the 
magiftrates  and  the  clergy  towards  the  baptijls,  rofe  to  fuch 
a  height  as  to  deny  them  the  benefit  of  the  common  burying 
#  See  Neal,  vol.  i.  p.  46;,  of  this  edition,  f  Crolby,  vol.  ii,  p.  1S0-18;. 
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places.  Nay,  there  wanted  not  inltances  of  their  being  taken 
out  of  their  graves.  The  inhabitants  of  Croft  in  Lincolnfhire 
treated  m  this  manner  the  corpfe  of  Mr.  Robert  Shalder 

111  *  ,e  i666.  He  had  fuffered  much  by  imprisonment* 
and  died  foon  after  his  releafe.  He  was  buried  amonoft  his 
anceftors.;  and  on  the  fame  day  his  grave  was  opened, 

and  hls  k°dy  taken  out,  dragged  on  a  iledge  to  his  own 
gate,  and  left  there. 

.  the  year  1670,  the  baptifts  of  Lewes,  and  other  places 
in  the  county  of  Suffex,  fuffered  in  their  property  by  the 
proceedings  of  Sir  Thomas  Nutt  and  other  juftices,  on  the 
conventicle  a £1.  I  hey  were  convicted  without  being  admit¬ 
ted  to  plead  in  their  own  defence.  They  were  fined  in  an 
arbitral y  manner;  and  thofe  fines  were  recovered  in  a  way 
exceedingly  oppreflive  and  injurious,  by  diffrefs  and  fale  of 
goods.  Where  the  fines  amounted,  as  levied  on  various 
peifons,  to  5I.  there  were  enabled,  by  diftraints,  29I.  17s. 
in  fome  inflances,  four  cheefes  were  feized  to  recover  10s. 
five  pair  of  flioes  for  5s.  a  cow  for  2I.  1  <;s.  and  a  horfe  for  $s. 
Cattle  worth  27I.  was  fold  for  14I.  ‘5s.  as  a  diftrefs  for 
ill.  1  os.  One  perfon,  for  a  meeting  held  in  hishoufe,  was 
fined  20I.  foi  which  were  taken  from  him  fix  cows,  two 
young  bullocks,  and  a  horfe,  his  whole  flock.  On  entering 
an  appeal,  they  were  returned  to  him;. but,  being  caff  at 
the  fefiions,  he  wras  fined  60I.  which  was  at  I  aft  remitted  to 
23k  For  non-payment  of  this  fum  he  was  committed  to  the 
jailor’s  hands,  though  the  vicar  of  the  parifli,  touched  with 
remorfe  for  his  fliare  in  the  profectition,  offered  his  bond  to 
pay  the  whole  fine  within  a  quarter  of  a  year.* 

it  was  remarked  by  one  who  had  been  bound  over  to 
feveral  affizes  and  fefiions,  for  having  religious  affemblies 
held  at  his  houfe,  that  thejuftic  es,  who  in  criminal  matters 
were  often  iilent,  and  generally  cool  and  difpofed  to  lenity  ; 
when  any  perfon  or  accufation  came  before  them  concerning 
diffenters ,  were  very  forward  fpeakers,  and  zealoufly  aggra¬ 
vated  the  charge. 

But  nothing  more  ftrongly  marked  the  malignant  temper 
of  the  times  againft  the  bapti/ls ,  than  the  publication  of  a 
pamphlet,  in  the  year  1673,  avowedly  defigned  to  raife  an 

*•  Crolbv,  voj.  ii.  p.  244- — 258. 
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abhorrence  of  the  fed,  and  to  hand  as  an  eternal  memo- 
«  rial  of  their  cruelty  aud  hatred  to  all  orthodox  miniders.” 
It  was  entitled,  “  Mr.  Baxter  baptized  in  blood.”  The  dory" 
it  exhibited  was,  that  Mr.  Jofiah  Baxter ,  a  godly  miniftcj  of 
New-England,  for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe  he  had 
worded  the  bapti/h  in  a  deputation,  had  been  murdered  in 
his  own  houfe,  amidd  “  the  bowlings,  groans,  ;and  fcreech- 
«  ingsof  his  dear  relations,  lying  bound  by  him;”  and  it 
reprefented  this  murder  as  committed  with  circumdances  of 
peculiar  atrocity  and  cruelty:  he  being  firft  dripped  and  fe- 
verely  whipt,  and  then  unbowelled  and  dead  alive.  To  give 
it  the  air  of  authenticity,  the  pamphlet  was  pretended  to  be 
publidred  by  the  mournful  brother  of  the  laid  minider,  an 
inhabitant  of  Fenchurch-dreet ,  London;  and  it  was  actually 
licenfed  by  Dr.  Samuel  Parker.  This  vile  tale  had  its  origin 
in  invention  and  malice  only.  For  the  king’s  privy  council 
examined  the  cafe,  and  deteded  the  forgery.  It  appeared  on 
the  oaths  of  the  officers  in  Fenchurch-dreet,  that  no  fuch 
perfonas  Benjamin  Baxter ,  the  pretended  publilher,  had,  ine 
their  memory,  lived,  there:  and  on  the  affidavits  of  a  madrof 
a  veffel,  and  of  a  merchant  who  failed  from  Bodon  about 
twenty  days  after  this  murder  was  faid  to  be  committed,  it 
alfo  appeared,  that  no  fuch  fad  had  taken  place,  nor  had 
there  been  fuch  a  perfon  as  Mr.  "Jofiah  Baxter .  The  whole 
dory  was  pronounced  by  an  order  of  council  cc  altogether 
falfe  and  fiditious;”  and  Dr.  Parker  confeded  his  midake- 
and  credulity  in  licenfing  the  pamphlet,  and  acknowledged, 
by  a  tedimonial  under  his  hand,  his  convidiion  that  the  whole 
was  u  both  falfe  and  groundlefs.  Mr.  AndrewMarvel not 
without  intimating  a  fufpicion  that  Dr.  Parker  wTas  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  fabrication,  fays,  that  c  from  beginning  to 
6  end  there  never  was  a  completer  falffiood  invented.”*  It 
grieves  and  diocks  a  good  mind  to  think  that,  in  any  age  or 
party,  men  can  be  found  to  invent  and  countenance  fuch 
groundlefs  and  malevolent  forgeries. 

Befides  this  general  furvey  of  the  perfections  to  which 
the  baptijls  were  expofed  throughout  the  kingdom,  it  may 
beproper,  briedy,  to  notice  two  or  three  particular  cafes. — 
One  i$  that  of  Mr.  John  James ,  the  minider  of  a  congre- 

f  Cro%,  vol,  ii,  p.  278—294. 
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g^on  tf  baptijls,  who  obferved  the f even  th  day  as  a  fabbalh 

I/"  Bu,ftake-alie^  towards  th£  endCftfi 
7ear  1 66 1,  they  were  interrupted  in  their  worfliip  by  a 

jufhce  and  headborough,  as  Mr.  James  was  preaching 
whom  they  commanded  in  the  king’s  name  to  befilent  and 
come  down,  having  fpoken  treafon  againft  the  king.  As 
Mi.  James .  proceeded  in  his difcourfe,  without  noticing  this 
fummons  it  was  repeated,  with  a  threat  of  pulling"3  him 
uown.  On  this  the  diiturbance  grew  fo  great,  that  Mr. 
James  was  obliged  to  hop;  but  hill  refufing  to  leave 
tne  pulpit,  he  was  pulled  down,  and  hailed  away;  and  the 
hearers  were  carried,  by  fevens,  before  the  iuhices  fitting- 
at  the  Half-moon  tavern,  and  thofe  who  refufed  the  oath  of 
allegiance  were  committed  to  prifon.  Mr.  James  was  ex- 
ammed  in  the  meeting-houfe;  infult  and  threats  accom¬ 
panied  the  interrogatories,  and  he  was  committed  on  the 
charge  of  fpeaking  treafonable  words  againh  his  majehy.  On 
this  charge  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed.  Pre- 
viouhy  to  the  execution,  his  wife  delivered  to  the  king  a  pe¬ 
tition,  hating  his  innocence,  and  the  character  of  the  wit- 
nehes  againh  him,  fignifying  who  lhe  was,  which  the  kin? 
received  with  a  taunt:  “  Oh!  Mr.  James,'  he  is  a  fweet 
“  gentleman;”  and  when  hie  attempted  to  follow  for  fome 
furtner  anlwer,  tne  door  was  hiut  againh  her.  On  the  next 
morning,  hie  renewed  her  attendance  and  fuit:  and  his  ma¬ 
jehy  replied,  “that  he  was  a  rogue,  and  hiould  be  hanged.” 
A  lord  in  waiting,  a/king  who  was  meant,  the  king  an¬ 
swered,  “  Oh,  John  James ,  that  rogue;  he  hiall  be  hanged; 

“  yea,  he  fhall  be  hanged.”* 

i he  celebrated  Mi.  Benjamin  Beach  had,  alfo,  no  fmall 
t  ffermbs  of  the  times.  He  was  feized,  when 

preaching,  and  committed  to  gaol;  fometimes  bound,  fome- 
trrnes  leieafecl  upon  bail,  and  lometimes  his  life  wras  threat¬ 
ened.  Troopers,  who  were  fent  down  into  Buckingham- 
fhire  to  fupprefs  the  meetings  of  dijenters ,  entered  into  an 
ahembly  where  he  was  conducing  the  worhiip,  with  great 
violence,  and  fwearing  that  they  would  kill  the  preacher.  He 
was  accordingly  feized,  and  four  of  them  declared  their  refo- 
lution  to  trample  him  to  death  with  their  horfes.  They 

*  Cro%,  vol,  ii.  p.  165 — 171, 

bound 
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bound  him,  laid  him  on  the  ground,  and  were  going  to  fpur 
all  their  horfes  at  once  upon  him,  when  their  officer,  feeing 
their  defign,  rode  up  towards  them  and  prevented  its  execu¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Reach  was  taken  up,  tied  behind  one  of  the 
troopers,  acrofs  his  horfe,  and  carried  to  gaol;  where  he 
fuffered,  fome  time,  great  hardfhips,  before  he  was  releafed. 
In  the  year  1644,  Mr.  Reach  printed,  at  the  requeft  of 
friends,  without  his  name,  and  with  a  recommendatory  pre¬ 
face  by  another  hand,  a  little  piece  entitled  44  The  Child’s  In- 
ftruftor;  or,  a  new  and  eafy  Primmer/’  In  this  book  were 
advanced  feveral  principles  contrary  to  the  doftrines  and  ce¬ 
remonies  of  the  church  of  England  ;  viz.  That  infants  ought 
not  to  be  baptized:  that  laymen  having  abilities  may  preach 
the  gofpel:  that  Chrijl  ffiould  reign  perfonally  upon  the 
earth  in  the  latter  day,  &c.  Soon  'after  this  traft  was  printed, 
and  Mr.  Reach  had  received  fome  copies  of  it,  his  houfe  was 
fearched  for  it,  all  the  copies  of  it  they  found,  were  feized,  and 
he  was  bound  over  to  th c affixes  in  a  recognizance  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  and  two  fureties  with  him  in  fifty  pounds  each. 
On  Oft.  8,  Mr.  Reach  was  brought  to  the  bar  at  Aylelbury, 
where  the  affizes  were  held,  before  lord  chief  juftice  Hide • 
The  judge  not  only  interrogated  him,  whether  he  were  the 
author  of  the  Primner ,  but,  by  unjufi:  reflections  and  angry 
infults,  endeavoured  to  incenfe  the  jury  againft  him,  and  to 
render  him  odious.  Mr.  Reach  was  refufed  a  copy  of  his 
indiftment  till  he  had  pleaded  to  it.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
trial,  abufe  and  contempt  were  caft  upon  him  from  the  bench. 
The  jury  wrere  intimidated,  when  they  hefitated  on  their 
verdift.  Mr.  Reach  was  convifted:  and  the  fentence  paflfed 
was,  that  he  fliould  be  committed  to  gaol  for  a  fortnight, 
(land  in  the  pillory  for  two  hours  on  the  following  Satur¬ 
day  at  Aylefbury,  with  a  paper  on  his  head  with  this  infcrip- 
tion:  44  for  writing,  printing,  and  publifliing  a  fchifmatical 
44  book,  intitled  The  Child's  Inftru£lor\  or ,  a  new  and  eafie 
44  Primmer that  the  fame  punifhment,  under  like  cir- 
cumftances,  fhould  be  inflifted  qn  him  on  the  next  Thurf- 
day  at  Winflow:  that  there  his  book  fhould  be  openly 
burnt  before  his  face,  in  difgrace  of  him  and  his  doftrine: 
that  he  ffiould  be  fined  twenty  pounds ;  and  that  he  fliould 
remain  in  gaol  until  he  found  fureties  for  his  good  beha¬ 
viour 
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viour  and  appearance  at  the  next  ajjizes ;  then  to  renounce 
ni:>  doctrines,  and  make  fuch  publick  fubmiffion  as  fliould 
be  enjoined  him.  No  pardon  could  be  obtained,  nor  the 
leaft  relaxation  of  the  fentence,  which  the  fheriff  took  care 

mould  be  punctually  executed.*’  i  ’  :i 

Mr.  Vavafor  Powell  might  be  added  to  the  lift  of  thofe 
whole  zeal  and  labours  particularly  expofed  them  to  perfecu- 
tion.  But  his  fufferings  have  been  already  noticed. | 

ihe  fpirit  of  perfecution  thus  raged  againft  this  people: 
but  not  without  a  mixture  of  events,  which  were  adapted 
ierioufly  to  effect  the  minds  of  their  perfecutors,  and  to 
alarm  them  to  reflection.  On  the  day  of  the  king’s  procla¬ 
mation,  at  Waltham,  near  Theobalds,  there  was  a  man,  who 
at  the  bonfire,  in  the  evening,  expreffed  a  rage  againft  the 
dijjcnfers^  and  the  baptijls  in  particular,  by  violence  of  lan¬ 
guage  and  oaths;  and  as  he  threw  faggots  into  the-  fire, 
cried,  here  is  a  round-head;  here  is  an  anabaptift  !”  he 
was  fliuck  with  death  tnat  night,  and  never  faw  the  morn¬ 
ing.'  Aminifter  at  one  place,  inveighing,  in  his  fermon 
againft  this  feet,  fell  into  a  fwoon,  and  was  fpeechlefs  for  two 
hours,  fo  that  it  was  apprehended  that  he  would  never  re¬ 
cover  out  of  the  fit.  At  Brockington  in  Gloucefterfliire, 
a  young  woman,  who  had  bitterly  reviled  them,  giving  a 
hidden  ftiriek,  as  the  preacher  was  difeourfing  on  Jude\ 4, 
15,  dropt  down  in  the  religious  affembly,  and  never  reco- 
vered.  1  lie  fufferings  and  character  of  the  dijenters  were 
made  a  jeft  upon  the  ftage  at  Oxford.  In  a  play  acted  there, 
by  the  fcholars ,  one  perfonated  the  Old  Puritan ;  who  broke 
a  vein  and  vomited  fo  much  blood,  that  his  immediate  death 
was  apprehended,  and  he  lay  fcmetime  dangeroufly  ill.  Two 
of  the  actors,  and  a  woman  that  joined  them  in  this  dra- 
xnatick  exhibition,  were  cutoff  by  death.  J  Some  remarkable 
calamities  befel  thofe  who  were  inftruments  in  the  profecu* 
don  of  Mr.  John  James .§  One  of  the  afters  in  the  rude 
and  unnatural  treatment  of  Mr,  ShaldeP s  corpfe,  after  it  • 
was  interred,  died  fuddenly;  and  another  lauguifhed  for 
feme  time,  terrified  with  the  remembrance  of  the  infults  he 
had  offered  to  the  dead.jj  A  woman  named  Anne  Clemens 3 

1  »  *  ,  A  ,  ~ 

*  Croiby,  vol.  ii.  p.  185—209.  f  At  the  end  of  chap.  viii. 

J  Crofby,  vol.  ii.  p.  30—34.  §  Ibid.  p.  172.  |j  Ibid.  p.  241. 
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at  Chipping-Norton,  diftinguiffled  by  her  rage  and  malice 
againft  the  dijfenters ,  fell  into  fuch  circumftances  of  poverty, 
as  to  be  obliged  to  fell  her  land,  and  mortgage  her  houfe 
for  near  it's  worth.  Not  one  of  her  children,  who  refided 
in  the  neighbourhood,  was  in  a  comfortable  condition ;  and 
(he  herfelf  was  fo  reduced  as  to  beg  alms  of  thofe  flie  had 
hated  and  perfecuted.  Her  affli&ion  was  heightened  by  a  diC- 
eafed  appetite,  which  called  for  as  much  as  would  fatisfy  two 
or  three  perfons ;  and  by  a  difpofition  to  breed  vermin,  fo 
that  though  her  clothes  were  not  only  waffled,  but  ovened, 
ffle  could  not  be  kept  clean.  Richard  Allein ,  an  aCtive  in¬ 
former,  and  violent  in  his  conduCt  towards  the  dijfenters ,  fell 
into  afflictions  that  fflortened  his  days.  His  eldeft  fon  was 
killed  at  London;  and  about  the  fame  time,  another  was 
accufed  and  convicted  for  robbing  on  the  highway,  and  by 
great  friends  and  fees  efcaped  with  his  life.  An  officer  in 
the  county  troops  of  Oxford,  with  an  income  of  feventy 
pounds  per  annum,  before  he  could  accompliffl  his  defign  of 
iuppreffing  the  dijfenters ,  funk  in  his  own  eftate,  died  greatly 
in  debt,  and  his  fon’s  children  became  common  beggars.  One 
Werg,  a  forward  and  aCtive  conftable,  did  not  long  furvive  the 
expiration  of  his  office,  and  imputed  his  death  to  watching 
one  cold  night  to  take  the  diffenters  at  their  meeting.  Five 
perfons,  who  received  penfions  as  fpies  and  informers,  were 
obferved  not  to  profper  afterwards,  and  every  one  of  them 
fflortly  died.  An  Irijh  peer ,  and  three  Iriffl  juftices  of  title 
and  rank,  bitter  perfecutors,  it  was  remarked,  while  they 
were  directing  their  whole  power  to  the  ruin  of  the  dijfenters , 
were  themfelves  ruined,  their  eftates  were  fold,  and  their  fa¬ 
milies  became  extinCt.  Whereas  Sir  Littleton  Obaldijlon ,  a 
juftice  of  peace,  who  had  been  heard  to  rail  at  the  dijfenters , 
and  aCted  with  others  in  committing  them  to  prifon,  after¬ 
wards  laid  afide  his  enmity,  was  instrumental  in  releafing  fe- 
veral,  and  conducted  himfelf  in  a  friendly  manner;  and  it  was 
noticed,  that  his  eftate  continued  to  hispofterity.  And  it  was 

remarked,  that - Howard ,  efq;  a  juftice  and  officer  in  the 

county  troops  in  Oxfordfflire,  who  had  from  an  enemy  be¬ 
come  a  friend  to  the  dijfenters ,  though  he  adhered  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  worfflip,  was  the  only  one  of  thofe  who  had  molefted 
and  harraffed  them  that  was  living  on  the  30th  of  Decern- 
*  vox,,  iv,  ix  ber* 
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ber,  1707,  being  then  an  old  man,  full  of  days,  wealth, 
and  honour.* 

It  becomes  us,  I  am  fenfible,  to  be  very  cautious,  how 
we  conftrue  the  events,  which  are  common  to  all  men. 
There  is  ufually”  (fays  an  excellent  writer)  “  much  ralh- 
nefs  and  preemption  in  pronouncing,  that  the  calamities 
cc  of  Tinners  are  particular  judgments  of  God;  yet  if,  from 
facred  and  prophane,  from  antient  and  modern  hiftorians, 
€4  a  collection  were  made  of  all  the  perfecuting  tyrants,  who 
44  delighted  in  tormentiug  their  fellow-creatures,  and  who 
<c  died  not  the  common  death  of  all  men,  nor  were  vifited 
44  after  the  vifitation  of  all  men,  but  whofe  plagues  were 
44  horrible  and  ftrange,  even  a  fceptic  would  be  moved  at 
4  4  the  evidence,  and  would  be  apt  to  fufpeft  that  it  was 
64  Ssiov  Ti ,  that  the  hand  of  God  was  in  it.”j- 

But  the  hiftory,  which  we  are  detailing,  prefents  objects 
to  our  confideration  more  pleafmg  than  the  fufferings  of  the 
perfecuted,  or  calamities  that  befel  perfecutors.  It  records 
the  virtues  which  the  perfecuted  difplayed,  and  the  confola- 
tions  in  which,  under  their  heavy  trials,  they  rejoiced.  We 
fee  the  power  of  faith  and  piety,  when  we  hear  the  Bapti/ls 
confined  in  Reading  gaol  declaring,  66  Our  Lord  and  King, 
€C  whom  we  ferve,  hath  brought  us  under  his  own  pavilion: 
<c  and  his  banner  over  us  hath  been  and  dill  is  love ,  and  hath 
ec  been  teaching  of  us  thefe  leffons  following,  iff.  In  the 
lofs  of  all  outward  things,  having  Chrift,  we  enjoy  all 
<c  things,  and  are  fatisfied  in  the  Lord:  we  fliall  take  the 
fpoiling  of  our  goods  with  far  more  comfort,  than  the 
iC  enemy  will  do  in  the  fpending  of  them,  for  that  word  [job 
u  xx.  22,  23  )  is  very  much  on  our  hearts  concerning  him. 

2dly.  We  hope  we  have  learned,  in  whatsoever  condition 
{C  we  are,  to  be  therewith  contented ;  and  are  perfuaded  in 
cc  our  hearts,  this  is  given  us  in  an  anfwer  of  many  prayers 
cc  breathed  forth  unto  the  Lord  on  our  behalfs.  3<dly.  That 
cc  whereas  formerly  we  could  hardly  part  with  any  thing  for 
u  the  Lord,  we  are  now  made  willing  by  him,  to  part  with  all 
things  for  him,  and  to  fay  with  good  old  Ely,  cc  It  is  the 
u  Lord ,  let  him  do  what  he pleafeth and  that  in  Joby  is  fet 

t  f  .  >  *  v  ■  * 

*  Crofby,  vol.  ii.  p.  259—263. 

f  Jortin’a  Remarks  on  Ecclefiaitical  Hiltory,  vol.  iii.  p.  247.  1754* 
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44  before  us  for  our  example,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the 
44  world  are  come:  The  Lord  giveth ,  and  the  Lord  taketh 
44  away,  blejfed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord .  In  all  this  fob 
44 finned  not ,  &c.  4thly.  We  have  fince  our  confinement 
44  tafled  a  greater  fweetnefs  in  the  promifes  of  the  Lord  than 
44  formerly;  and  particularly  thefe  places  following,  we  have 
44  fweet  experience  of,  and  we  can  truly  fay  by  experience, 
44  That  faithful  is  he  that  hath  thus  promifed ,  for  he  hath 
44  alfo  done  it:  it  is  the  Lord's  doing ,  and  it  is  marvellous  in 
44  our.  eyes.  Phil.  iv.  19.  1  Pet.  v.  7.  Deut.  xxxiii.  25.  We 
44  are  alfo  brought  by  the  power  of  his  grace  to  a  more 
44  watchful  frame  over  our  hearts,  thoughts  and  aftions, 
44  by  thefe  trials  than  formerly.  One  thing  had  almoft 
44  flipped  our  memory,  the  knowledge  of  which  will,  we 
44  hope,  rejoice  our  hearts;  that  our  relations,  that  are  pre« 
44  cious  to  the  Lord  and  to  us,  bear  this  our  fuffering  with 
44  incomparable  patience,  rather  finging  for  joy,  than  weep- 
44  ing  for  grief.  Alfo  our  Societies ,  from  whence  we  were 
44  taken,  are  exceeding  cheerful,  and  a  very  lively  fpirit  of 
44  faith  and  prayer  is  amongfl  them;  and  their  meetings  ra- 
44  ther  increafe  than  otherwife.  Sure,  That  the  Lord  is 
44  near ,  his  wondrous  works  declare ;  for  the  finging  of  birds 
44  is  come ,  and  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land.  And  now, 
44  brethren,  forafmuch  as  the  mercies  expe&ed  and  prayed 
44  for  by  us,  are  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs, 
“  it  greatly  concerns  us,  <that  we  cry  mightily  to  the  Lord, 
“  as  did  his  fervant  of  old.  Ifai.  Ixii.  1.  Then  {hall  we  have 
“  that  new  name  which  God  will  give  us,  which  is  expreffed 
“  in  the  laft  verfe  of  that  chapter.  Now  the  God  of  all 
<c  peace  fill  you  with  peace  and  joy  in  believing;  fo  pray 
“  your  brethren  through  grace.5’* 

In  the  fpirit  of  thefe  pious  fufferers,  one  whofe  property 
was  feized,  told  thofe  who  took  diftrefs,  “  he  never  fold 
“  any  thing  to  fo  great  advantage,  for  this  would  bring  him 
an  hundred-fold.”  And  another  on  goods  from  his  {hop 
to  the  value  of  50s.  being  feized  for  a  fine  of  30s.  allured 
them,  44  that  he  parted  as  willingly  with  them  as  with  any 
61  goods  he  ever  fold.”f 

*  Cro%,  vol.  ii.  p.  93,  4,  3.  f  Ibid.  p.  249, 
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When  Mr.  John  James  was  brought  to  the  bar  to  receive 
fentence,  he  was  afked  what  he  had  to  fay  for  himfelf,  why 
fentence  of  death  fhould  not  be  pafled  upon  him.  In  a  man¬ 
ner  very  expreffive  of  pious  fubmiffion  and  fortitude,  hean- 
fwered:  “  That  he  had  not  much  to  fay,  only  two  or  three 
cc  feriptures  he  would  leave  with  them.”  The  firft  feripture 
was  Jer.  xxvi.  14,  15.  As  for  me ,  do  as  feemeth  good  unto 
you.  But  know  ye  for  certain ,  that  if  ye  put  me  to  death , 
ye  foal l  furely  bring  innocent  blood  upon  yourf elves ,  and  upon 
this  city ,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  thereof .  The  fecond  ferip- 
ture  was,  Pfalm  cxvi.  15.  Precious  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord ,  is 
the  death  of  his  faints .  He  alfo  reminded  them  of  that  good 
word  of  the  Lord :  He  that  touchcth  the  Loi'd’s  people ,  touch - 
eth  the  apple  of  his  eye. 

1  he  deportment  of  Mr.  Keach ,  when  he  flood  in  the  piL* 
lory,  at  Aylefbury,  was  Angularly  ferions,  devout,  and  un¬ 
daunted.  To  his  friends,  who  accompanied  him,  exprelling 
their  fenfe  of  his  fufferings,  he  faid,  with  a  cheerful  coun¬ 
tenance,  “  the  crofs  is  the  way  to  the  crown.”  When  his 
head  and  hands  were  fixed,  he  addreffed  the  fpe&ators  to 
this  effecl:  Good  people,  lam  not  afliamed  to  (land  here 
“  this  day,  with  this  paper  on  my  head.  My  Lord  Jefus  was 
5C  not  afliamed  to  fuffer  on  the  crofs  for  me,  and  it  is  for  his 
caufe  that  I  am  made  a  gazing-flock.  Take  notice,  it  is 
not  for  any  wickednefs  that  I  hand  here;  but  for  writing 
and  pub! idling  his  truths,  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
hath  revealed  in  the  holy  feriptures.  It  is  no  new  thing 
for  the  fervants  of  the  Lord  to  fuffer  and  to  be  made  a 
“  gazing-flock;  and  you  that  are  acquainted  with  the  ferip- 
6L  tures  know,  that  the  way  to  the  crown  is  by  the  crofs. 
u  The  apoftle  faith.  That  through  many  tribulations ,  we 
muft  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven :  and  Chrifl  faith, 
He  that  is  afhamed  of  me  and  my  words ,  in  an  adulterous 
andfinful  generation ,  of  him  fhall  the  Son  of  man  be  afhamed , 
before  the  Father 9  and  before  the  holy  angels  A  After  fre¬ 
quent  interruptions  from  the  jailor,  and  flanding  fometime 
filent,  difengaging  one  of  his  hands,  he  pulled  his  bible  out 
of  his  pocket,  and  held  it  up  to  the  people,  faying:  “  Take 
46  notice,  that  the  things  which  I  have  written  and  publilhed, 
“  and  for  which  I  ftand  here  this  day  a  fpedtacle  to  men 
and  angels,  are  all  contained  in  this  book,  as  I  could  prove 

66  out 
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66  out  of  the  fame,  if  I  had  opportunity:”  The  jailor  took 
it  from  him,  and  fattened  up  his  hand  again:  but  it  was 
almott  impoffible  to  keep  him  from  fpeaking;  faying,  “  It 
“  feems  I  cannot  be  fuffered  to  fpeak  to  the  caufe  for  which 
c 6  I  ftand  here;  neither  could  I  be  fuffered  the  other  day, 
<c  (viz.  on  his  trial:)  but  it  will  plead  its  own  innocency, 
u  when  the  ftrongeft  of  its  oppofers  fhall  bp  afliamed. 
<c  I  do  not  fpeak  this  out  of  prejudice  to  any  perfon,  but  do 
“  fmcerely  defire,  that  the  Lord  would  convert  them,  and 
4C  convince  them  of  their  errors,  that  their  fouls  may  be 
“  faved  in  the  day  of  the  lord  Jefus.  Good people,  the  con- 

cernment  of  fouls  is  very  great;  fo  great,  that  Chri/t  died 
66  for  them.  And,  truly,  a  concernment  for  fouls  was  that 
“  which  moved  me  to  write  and  publilh  thofe  things  for 
“  which  I  now  fuffer,  and  for  which  I  could  fuffer  far  greater 
“  things  thanthefe..  It  concerns  you,  therefore,  to  be  very 
“  careful,  otherwife  it  will  be  very  fad  with  you,  at  the  re- 
tc  velation  of  the  Lord  Jefus  from  heaven,  for  we  mutt  all 
“  appear  before  his  tribunal.”  Here  he  was  interrupted,  but, 
after  fome  time  he  again  ventured  to  break  filence.  “  I  hope, 
“  (faid  he)  the  Lord’s  people  will  not  be  difeouraged  at  my 
46  bufferings.  Oh!  did  you  but  experience  the  great  love  of 
“  God,  and  the  excellencies  that  are  in  him,  it  would  make 
“  you  willing  to  go  through  any  bufferings  for  his  fake.  And 

I  do  account  this  the  greateft  honour  that  ever  the  Lord 
“  was  pleafed  to  confer  upon  me.”  He  was  not  fuffered  to 
fpeak  much  more  after  this,  and  the  officers  were  commanded 
to  keep  the  fpe&ators  at  a  greater  dittance  from  him.  He 
found  an  opportunity,  however,  to  lay  at  one  time,  “  This 
“  is  one  yoke  of  Chrijt ,  which  I  can  experience  is  eafy  to  me, 
“  and  a  burthen  which  he  doth  make  light :”  and  to  utter 
alfo,  this  fentence,  “  BleJJed  are  they  that  are  perfected 
“ for  righteoufnefs  fake ,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven” 
When  the  time  for  his  ttanding  was  expired,  and  his  hea^ 
and  hands  were  at  liberty,  he  bleffed  God,  with  a  loud  voice, 
for  his  great  goodnefs  unto  him.* 

Such  fentiments,  fuch  a  fpirit  expreffed  in  the  moment  of 
flittering,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  would  diiarm  the  rare  of  lome, 
and  poffefs  the  minds  of  many  in  favour  of  the"  pious  fuff 
ferer*  But  the  baptijls  did  not  leave  their  principles  to  the 

,  reconi- 

•  Crolby,  vol.  ii.  p,  204—208* 
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recommendation  and  fupport,  which  the  conduX  and  temper 
of  thofe  who,  in  the  profeffion  of  them  endured  cruel  trials, 
might  afford.  They  adopted  every  method  of  foftening  pre¬ 
judice  and  conciliating  regard,  by  addreffes  from  the  prefs, 
and  applications  to  the  throne.  With  this  view  they  pnblifh- 
ed,  in  1660,  A  brief  Confeffion  or  Declaration,  to  inform  all 
men  of  their  innocent  belief  and  practice.  It  was  owned  and 
approved  by  more  than  twenty  thoufand.  This  was  prefented 
to  his  majefty,  and  met  with  his  approbation.  It  was  re¬ 
printed  at  London,  in  1691.*  Petitions  alfo,  as  we  have 
noticed,  were,  in  this  year,  delivered  to  the  king,  reprefent- 
ing  their  pacifick  principles,  and  imploring  his  proteXioh.f 
Three  perfons,  of  this  denomination,  about  this  time,  pub- 
lifhed  a  declaration  of  their  fentiments  concerning  oppofmg 
magiftracy,  in  which  they  advanced  principles  to  which  the 
moft  zealous  advocates  for  paffive  obedience  and  non-refift- 
ance  could  not  objeX:  profeffing  that  in  fuch  inftances  wherein 
they  could  not  in  confcience  obey,  they  ought  cc  not  to  refill: 
“  them,  but  patiently  fuffer  whatever  they  fliould  inffiX  for 
non-obedience  to  their  requirements.5^  The  perfons  who 
figned  this  declaration  apologize  for  their  paucity,  and 
feemed  not  pleaded  with  their  brethren,  becaufe  they  were 
not  of  their  judgment  on  this  point.  But  their  difference  in 
opinion  from  other  bapti/ls  fliews,  that  an  uniformity  of  fen- 
timent  concerning  the  extent  of  the  magiftrate’s  authority 
and  the  right  of  refinance  had  no  neceffary  and  direX  con¬ 
nexion  with  an  agreement  on  the  queftions  concerning  bap- 
tifm.  In  the  year  1661  the  hardfhips,  under  which  many 
of  this  profeffion  groaned,  again  excited  to  feek  mercy  from 
the  higher  powers.  A  petition  was  prefented  to  the  king 
on  behalf  of  themfelves  and  others,  from  fome  confined  in 
the  prifon  at  Dover,  and  another  to  the  duke  of  Tork ;  de- 
fcribing  their  great  bufferings,  protefting  that  innocence  was 
found  in  them,  and  that  againft  the  king  and  his  government 
they  had  done  no  harm, foliciting,  with  much  importunity,  to  * 
be  let  at  liberty,  and  that  they  might  not  be  interrupted  in 
thdir  worfhip  of  the  God  of  heaven,  as  they  were  taught  it  in 
his  word,  which  they  prized  above  all  the  world;  and  urging, 

#  Crofby,  vol.'ii.p.  18  ;  and  Appendix.,  No.  iv.  f  Ibid.p.  19-26, 

|  Croiby*  vol.  ii.  p.  19.  Appendix.,  No.  v.  p.  93. 
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that  it  might  be  confidered,  “  how  difagreeable  it  is  with 
“  chriftianity,  to  bring  tribulation  upon  any.  for  confcience 
“  fake,  feeing  all  things  in  worfhip  muft  be  done  in  faith 
and  love/’* 

But  the  application  for  redrefs  of  their  grievances,  which 
particularly  deferves  notice,  was  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  par¬ 
liament  and  people,  in  a  treatife  entitled,  “  Sion’s  groans 
“  for  her  diftreffed;  or,  Sober  endeavours  to  prevent  inno- 
“  cent  blood,  &c.”  This  was  not  a  petition  only  for  tole¬ 
ration  for  themfelves,  but  an  able  and  fpirited  defence  of  the 
rights  of  confcience.  Its  defign  was  to  prove  how  contrary  to 
the  gofpel  “  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  to  good  reafon,  it  is  for 
any  magiftrate,  by  outward  force,  to  impofe  any  thing  in  the 
“  worfhip  of  God  on  the  confciences  ofthofewhom  theygo- 
“  vern ;  but  that  liberty  ought  to  be  given  to  all  fiich  asdifturb 
“  not  the  civil  peace,  though  of  different  perfuafions  in  religi- 
«  ous  matters.”  The  queftion  is  handled  on  liberal  princi¬ 
ples,  fo  with  copioufnefs  and  ftrength.  The  fpirit  and  the 
reafoning  do  honour  to  the  people  from  whom  it  came ; 
efpecially,  when  it  is  recollefted  that  theaffemblyatWeftmin- 
fter,  and  the  minifters  of  London  and  other  parts,  had  from 
the  pulpit  and  the  prefs  oppofed  the  principles  of  toleration. 

It  is  argued,  that  the  power  of  directing  confcience  by- 
outward  force  doth  not  attach  itfelf  to  the  office  of  magis¬ 
tracy  itfelf,  becaufe  then  all  magiftrates  in  all  nations  have 
the  fame  power ;  the  Mahometan  to  enforce  the  reception  of 
the  koran,  the  Spaniard  to<  enjoin  popery,  and  every  fuc- 
ceeding  magiftrate  to  fan  ft  ion  his  own  religion,  to  the  over¬ 
throw  of  what  his  predeceffor  eftablifhed:  becaufe  the 
apoftles  who  command  obedience  to  magiftrates,  in  matters 
of  religion,  refufed  obedience:  becaufe  all  the  fcriptures  of 
the  NewTeftament,  enjoining  obedience  to  magiftrates,  be¬ 
ing  written  when  the  emperors  were  idolators;  fuch  injunc¬ 
tions  cannot  be  underftood  as  applying  to  religion:  becaufe, 
if  the  commands  of  the  magiftrate  in  religious  matters  were 
obligatory,  there  could  be  no  perfecutions,  and  the  way  to 
heaven  f q  far  from  being  ftraight  and  narrow,  any  might  be 
adifciple  of  Ghrift  without  taking  up  the  crofs .  And  the 
conduft  of  Gallio ,  who  declined  interfering  in  a  matter  re- 

*  Crofby,  vol*  ii.  p,  165* — i6o» 
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lative  to  God’s  law,  and  reftrained  the  exercife  of  his  au¬ 
thority  to  civil  injuries  only,  is  with  great  propriety  appealed 
to,  as  a  worthy  example  for  the  imitation  of  magistrates. 

That  the  chrijlian  magiftrate,  as  fuch,  hath  no  power  over 
confcience,  nor  authority  to  impofe  any  thing  in  religion  by 
outward  force,  is  argued  from  the  conduct  of  Chrift  Jefusy 
who  never  compelled  men  by  force  to  receive  his  doCtrine; 
from  the  conduit  of  the  apoftles,  and  the  elders  of  the  pri¬ 
mitive  church,  who  difclaimed  any  fuch  power,  i  Cor.  i.  24. 
Matt.  xx.  25.  1  Pet.  v.  2,  3.  “  Why,  therefore,”  (fay 

the  authors  of  this  piece)  46  the  chriflian  religion  fhould  be 
“  built  and  fupported  by  violence,  when  the  foundation  was 
laid,  and  the  work  carried  on  during  all  the  apoftles’  days, 
“  and  fome  hundred  years  after,  bya  quite  contrary  means, 
<c  is  a  queftion  would  be  refolved  by  thofe  whofe  ftrongeft 
“  arguments  for  thefupport  of  their  religion  is,  take  him, 
cc  jailor.  For  fuch  is  the  difference  between  the  way 
“  which  the  apoftles  and  primitive  faints  took,  in  carrying 
cc  on  the  work  of  the  gofpel,  and  approving  themfelves  to  be 
“  the  miniflers  of  God,  and  the  way  now  ufed  by  the  na- 
“  tional  clergy ,  than  which  nothing  is  more  unlike.”  In  the 
profecution  of  their  argument,  they  reafon  forcibly  from  the 
parable  of  the  tares  and  wheat ,  as  forbidding  any  outward 
force  or  violence  to  be  ufed  upon  falfe  worfhippers  and  he- 
reticks  as  fuch. 66  Hath  the  magiftrate”  (it  is  afked)  “  power 
“  to  remove  thofe  out  of  the  world,  that  God  would  have 
“  permitted  to  live?”  The  fallibility  of  the  magiftrate  fur- 
nifhes  another  argument  againft  the  exercife  of  his  power  in 
religion ;  a  fallibility,  which  woeful  experience  hath  taught 
the  world  in  all  ages;  the  magiftrate  of  one  country  efta- 
blifhing  the  principles  and  practices  which  that  of  another 
country  condemns  and  perfecutes;  nay,  the  fame  magiftrate, 
at  different  periods,  reverfing  his  own  decrees ;  and  now  re¬ 
jecting  what  he  had  juft  before  defended  by  his  pen,  or  fup¬ 
ported  by  his  laws:  as  was  the  cafe  of  Henry  VIII.  To  this 
fallibility  he  is  equally  liable,  whether  he  confide  in  his  own 
wifdom,  or  rely  on  the  authority  of  popes,  fynods,  or  ge¬ 
neral  councils.  This  point  is  illuftrated  by  various  examples. 
As  to  national  conventions  and  fynods,  fo  far  are  they  from 
anyfhew  of  infallibility,  it  isjuftly  obferved,  “  that  the  fame 
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«  complexion  and  temper  the  nation  is  of,  wherein  they  are 

called,  you  flrall  be  fure  to  find  them  of;  becaufe  they 
46  have  their  dependency  on  the  authority  that  calls  them  to- 
44  gether.,>  Among  other  arguments,  it  is  hated,  that  for 
the  magiftrate  to  inflift  temporal  punilhments  upon  any  for 
not  conforming  to  thofe  decrees  which  enjoin  any  fpiritual 
worfliip  or  fervice,  is  a  breach  of  the  royal  Jaw,  What - 
foever  ye  would  that  men  Jhould  do  to  you ,  do  ye  even  fo  to 
them .  This  is  a  rule,  which  all  forts  of  men,  whilft 
under  perfection,  are  ready  to  receive  and  plead.  Nor 
would  they  who  are  forward  to  perfecute,  be  very  zealous 
in  their  proceedings,  if  they  were  fure  that  thofe  whom 
they  perfecute  fhould  have  power  on  their  Tides,  to  44  mete 
44  the  fame  meafureunto  them.”  It  is  well  obferved,  that 
fuch  proceedings  may  fometimes  prove  inconfiftent  with 
the  very  being  of  nations.  44  For,  fuppofe  any  nation 
44  were  wholly  heathen  idolaters,  and  the  word  of  God 
44  coming  in  amongft  them,  fliould  convert  the  chief  ma- 
44  giftrate,  and  one-twentieth  part  of  the  nation  more;  muft 
44  he  then  with  that  twentieth  part  deflroy  all  the  other  nine- 
44  teen,  if  they  will  not  be  converted,  but  continue  in  their 
44  heathenifh  idolatry.  It  cannot  poflibly  be  fuppofed  to 
44  be  warrantable.  And  the  reafon  holds  good,  likewife, 
44  againft  the  rooting  up  and  deftroying  hereticks  out  of  the 
44  world/’ 

Thefe  juft  fentiments  are  followed  by  a  full  anfwer  to  the 
argument  in  favour  of  the  magiftrate’s  power  in  religious 
matters,  drawn  from  the  example  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and 
Judah .  In  reply  to  this,  it  is  obferved,  that  the  power  of 
thofe  kings  to  punifh  idolaters  and  blafphemers  was  given 
them  by  God,  and  written  in  plain  precepts  in  the  Mofaical 
law;  but  hath  the  Lord  Je/us  inverted  magiftrates  with  fuch 
power;  if  he  have,  where  is  it  written?  The  Jews,  all  the 
time  they  kept  to  the  law  of  God,  had  a  ftanding  oracle 
amongft  them,  the  urim  and  thummim ,  and  the  councils  of 
extraordinary  prophets  to  aftift  them  to  judge  righteous  judg¬ 
ments.  Befides,  the  gofpel  is  a  difpenfation  far  different  from 
the  law  in  all  its  ordinances  and  adminiftrations,  under  which 
the  lord  Jefus  is  the  only  lawgiver. 
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Such  is  the  ftrain  of  this  piece :  the  importance  of  the 
iubject,  the  force  of  the  argument,  and  the  liberality  of  the 
fpirit,  entitle  it  to  particular  notice;  and  will,  it  is  pre¬ 
fumed,  make  this  review  of  it  acceptable.*  The  authors  of 
it,  whole  names  are  lubfcribed  to  the  prefatory  epiftle,  were 
Thomas  lAonck ,  Jofeph  Wright ,  George  Hammon ,  William 
Jeffery,  Francis  Stanley ,  William  Reynolds,  and  Francis  Smith 
While  they  earneftly  recommend  their  treatife  to  deliberate 
and  ferious  perufal,  our  defign,  they  fay,  “  in  what  we  beg 
“  may  be  perufed,  is  general  good,  in  letting  at  liberty  that 
“  which  God  made  free,  even  the  confcience.” 

The  only  particulars  I  can  find  concerning  thefe  able  advo¬ 
cates  for  liberty  are,  that  Mr.  Wright ,  born  in  1623,  was  a 
phyfician :  lie  was  educated  at  theuniverfity,  and  was  a  man  of 
great  learning  and  piety ;  a  ferious  and  diligent  preacher,  and 
grcatiy  promoted  the  caufe  of  the  baptijls.  He  was  confined 
twenty  years  in  the  gaol  at  Maidflone;  in  this  town  he  died, 
aged  eighty,  in  i7°3*f  Mr.  George  Hammon,  eminent  for 
the  ardour  and  freedom  with  which  he  vindicated  what  he 
judged  to  be  truth,  on  all  occalions,  and  very  much  perlecuted 
on  that  account,  was  pallor  of  a  congregation  at  Biddendon 
in  Kent;  and  died  at  Hafeldens-wood,  in  the  parifli  of 
Cranbrook.J  Mr.  William  Jeffery,  born  in  1616,  of  pious 
paients,  in  the  parifli  of  Penlhurll,  lived  at  Bradbourn,  in 
Sevenoaks,  Kent;  where  he  and  his  brother  were  the  great 
fupporters,  if  not  the  founders  of  a  meeting.  By  his^dili- 
gence,  and  that  of  feveral  others,  more  than  twenty  congre¬ 
gations  were  formed  in  that  county,  on  the  principles  laid 
down  in  Heb.  vi.  1,  2,  without  entering  on  fpeculative  and 
controverted  points.  As  he  was  vigorous,  unwearied,  and 
fuccefsful  in  his  labours,  fo  with  great  patience  and  pleafure 
he  fullered  much  for  his  principles;  thefe  he  alfo  often  de¬ 
fended  in  publick  deputations.  He  was  much  valued  for  his 
Heady  piety  and  uni verfiil  virtue,  and  died  in  a  good  old  age.§ 
His  fon  fucceeded  him  in  his  church.  Mr.  Francis  Stanley 
was  a  man  noted  for  his  zeal  and  piety,  and  was  imprifoned 
for  preaching  in  the  gaol  of  Northampton.  He  bore  his  fuf- 


*Mr.  Crofby  has  preferved  it  entire  in  his  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  100 _ 144. 

f  Crofby,  vol.  iii.p.  116.  J  Ibid.  p.  103.  §  Ibid.p.  97,  8 
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ferings  like  3.  chnftian,  and  died  about  the  year  i6q6.  lie 
was a  native  of  blorthamptonlhne,  and  was  bui  icci  Ai.  Lafl- 
Haddon,  in  that  county.*  Of  the  other  perfons  Mr.  Crojby 
gives  no  particular  account. 

In  the  fame  year,  in  which  appeared  the  piece  on  To* 
leration,  there  were  publifhed  a  frnall  piece,  entitled  “  A 
«  Complaint  of  the  Oppreffed  againft  Oppreffors  ;or,  the  un- 
cc  juft  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  lome  foldiers  and  juftices, 
againft  lome  lober,  godly  penons,  in  and  near  London, 
«  who  now  lie  in  ftinking  gaols,  for  the  teftimony  of  a  good 
cc  confcience;  with  fome  reafons  why  they  cannot  fwear  tv- 
“  legiance  to  obtain  their  liberty:”  and  atraft,  entitled  “  A 
“  Plea  for  Toleration  of  Opinions  and  Perfuafions  in  matters 
cc  of  Religion,  differing  from  the  Church  of  England:  hum- 
“  bly  presented  to  the  King’s  moll  excellent  majefly.  By 
“  Mr.  John  Sturgeon,  a  bapliji The  former  was  written 
by  Dr.  John  Griffith,  a  worthy  man,  who  buffered  a  long 
imprifonment  in  Newgate  for  non-conformity.  Each  piece 
was  an  affecting  remonftrance  on  the  unjuft  proceedings,  by 
which  many  pious  and  innocent  perlons,  of  unblemifhed  cha¬ 
racters,  in  London,  and  in  almoft  all  the  counties  of  Eng¬ 
land,  were  buffering;  being  taken  out  of  their  beds  at  mid¬ 
night  by  foldiers,  afting  without  warrant,  and  with  drawn 
jfwords,  to  the  great  terror  of  their  wives  and  children;  and 
being  thruft  into  prifons,  in  luch  crouds  that  the  jailors 
complained  they  had  too  many  guefts;  and  detained  there  to 
the  ruin  of  their  families.-)* 

Mr.  James  Atkins ,  one  of  thofe  who  were  harraffed  by 
the  magiflrates  of  Dover,  on  his  own  behalf,  and  in  the 
caufe  of  his  fellow-fufferers,  addreffed  a  letter  to  the  mayor 
and  juflices  of  that  town,  under  the  name  of  c  a  poor  fubjeft 
acknowledging  a  fubmiffion  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  except 
in  what  concerned  the  worflrip  of  God,  and  in-treating  in 
the  bowels  of  love  a  confideration  of  the-  evil  of  retraining1 
their  liberty. J  •  '  1  * 

In  the  year  1662,  there  came  from  the  prefs  a  fmall  pam¬ 
phlet,  entitled  u  Behold  a  Cry;  or,  a  'true  relation  of  the 

*  Crofby,  p.  127.  f  Ibid,  vol.  ii.-p.  144 — 148.  and  vol.  iii.  p.  120. 

X  Crofby,  vol.  ii,  p.  151,.  1  .  . 
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“  inhuman  and  violent  outrages  of  divers  foldiers,  conilables 
“  and  others,  praftifed  upon  many  of  the  Lord’s  people 

commonly,  though  faliely,  called  Anabaptijls ,  at  their  fe- 
“  veral  meetings  in  and  about  London.” 

An  incident,  which  took  place  in  Lincolnfliire  in  1670, 
called  forth  a  vindication  of  their  principles  from  this  deno¬ 
mination  in  a  different  form  from  the  preceding  publications. 
Mr.  Robert  Wright ,  who  had  been  a  preacher  amongft  them* 
but  was  on  account  of  his  irregular  life  and  converfation  ex¬ 
cluded  their  fociety,  having  fpent  his  effate,  applied  to  Dr. 
William  Fuller ,  the  bifliop  of  that  diocefe,  for  orders  and  a 
benefice;  piomifing  to  renounce  his  fentiments  concerning 
baptifm,  and  to  preach  againft  the  Bapti/ls.  The  bifhop 
accepted  his  offer,  he  was  admitted  in  the  miniftry  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  preached  in  fupport  of  the  baptifm 
of  infants,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  believers,  with  great 
ardour  and  confidence.  This  excited  great  attention,  the 
minds  of  many  were  much  imprefledby  it,  and  it  was  fup- 
pofed  that  moft,  if  not  all  the  miniffers  of  the  baptijl  churches 
would  be  eafily  confuted.  They,  in  their  own  vindication, 
at  the  aflizes,  ported  up,  in  different  parts  of  the  city  of 
Lincoln,  four  papers,  addrefled  to  the  citizens  and  inhabi¬ 
tants,  inviting  Mr.  Wright  to  a  friendly  conference,  and  of¬ 
fering  to  maintain  the  do&rine  and  baptifm  of  repentance  to 
be  from  heaven,  and  the  fprjnkling  and  crofiing  of  infants  to 
be  man’s  tradition.  They  were  dated  the  11th  day  of  the 
firft  month,  (vulg.)  March ,  1670.  Two  of  them  were 
taken  down  in  the  morning,  and  were,  it  was  fuppofed, 
carried  to  the  bifliop  and  the  judge.  The  other  two  were 
permitted  to  remain  till  the  afternoon,  and  were  read  by 
many,  till  they  were  removed  by  the  clergy,  who  threatened 
the  writers  of  them  fhould  anfwer  for  it  before  the  council- 
table.  But  though  the  bifliop,  it  was  well  known,  was 
not  a  little  moved  by  thefe  proceedings  of  the  bapti/ls,  no 
other  rtep  was  taken  on  the  occafion,  than  fending  to  them 
an  angry  paper,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  William  Silverton,  the 
bifliop’s  chaplain,  who  called  them  erroneous  antick  bapti/ls. 
To  this  paper  Mr.  Grantham  replied,  promifing  Mr.  Sil¬ 
verton  either  to  hear  and  difeufs  his  arguments  in  a  free 
audience,  if  he  would  fix  a  convenient  time  and  place  for 
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tlic  purpofe;  or  to  reply  to  1 1 1  in ,  if  he  would  defend  his 
fentiments  from  the  prefs.  Here  the  matter  ended,  as  Mr. 

Silverton  faw  fit  to  be  filent.*  r  . 

The  only  publication,  which  remains  to  be  noticed  in  this 

period,  was,  “  A  narrative  of  the  late  proceedings  of  fome 
«  juftices  and  others,  pretending  to  put  in  execution  the  late 
«  aft  againft  conventicles;  againft  feveral  peaceable  people  in 
“  and  about  the  town  of  Lewes  in  Suflex,oniy  for  their  being 
«  quietly  met  to  worfhip  God:  together  with  a  brief  account 
«  of  the  like  proceedings  againft  fome  at  Brighthelmftone, 
«  and  others  at  Chillington,  in  the  lame  county.”  This 
profefled  to  be  a  faithful  Narrative,  publilhed  with  a  view 
to  encourage  others  to  fuffer  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods  by 
the  example  of  many,  who  endured  it  with  patience  and  joy- 
fulnefs ;  and  with  the  hope,  that  by  it  the  harfh  proceedings 
againft  a  peaceable  people,  might  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
fome  in  authority,  who,  out  of  pity  to  the  diftrefled,  and 
juftice  to  their  righteous  caufe,  would  redrefs  their  griev¬ 
ances.-)-  Such  narratives  were,  indeed,  well  adapted  to  each 
purpofe,  and  were  an  affefting  appeal  to  the  fenfe  of  huma¬ 
nity  and  equity. 

*  Crofby,  vol.  ii.  p.  241 — 244.  f  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  245,  6. 


SECT? 


t 


C  494  ] 


1  .  V  • 


SECT.  II. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers. 

T^HE  fociety  or  thofe  called  Quakers  confidered  the 
reftoration  of  Charles  II.  as  a  fignai  inftance  of  the  in- 
terpofition  of  Providence,  to  reftore  peace  and  order  to  a 
diftra&ed  nation:  and  loon  after  he  was  placed  on  the  throne, 
Mr.  Richard  Huberthorne  obtained  accefs  to  the  king,  and 
ftated  the  exceffive  fufferings  which  his  friends  had  fuflained, 
and  under  which  they  were  flill  fmarting.  The  king  en¬ 
tered  into  free  converfation  with  him  on  the  principles  of 
the  Quakers,  and  promifed  them  his  proteftion:  faying, 
~  Of  this  you  may  be  allured,  that  you  {hall  none  of  you 
“  fuffer  for  your  opinions  or  religion,  fo  long  as  you  live 
cc  peaceably,  and  you  have  the  word  of  a  king  for  it;  and  I 
cc  have  alio  given  forth  a  declaration  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
that  none  {hall  wrong  you  or  abufeyou.55* 

This  aflurance  raifed  in  their  minds  the  encouraging  ex¬ 
pedition  of  not  being  molefled  in  their  religious  worlhip  and 
profeffion.  Better  times  than  they  had  hitherto  experienced 
appeared  to  be  opening  upon  them.  Their  meetings  were 
large  and  quiet.  Numbers,  drawn  by  curiofity,  or  better 
motives,  flocked  to  them,  and  embraced  their  fentiments: 
but  this  calm  was  of  no  long  duration:  and  they  foon  found, 
that  the  word  of  a  king  could  be  a  delufive  ground  of  de¬ 
pendence.  Verniers  infurrection  brought  on  them  new  and 
fevere  perfecution ;  though  they  were,  by  the  dying  tefli- 
mony  of  the  fufferers  at  their  execution,  exculpated  from  all 
knowledge  of  the  delign.  Their  meetings  were  broken  up 
by  foldiers.  Their  perfons  were  abufed  by  the  populace. 
.Their  houfes  were  ranfacked.  They  were  forced  from  their 
employments,  and  call  into  gaols  among  felons,  who  rifled 

*  Gough’s  Iiiftory  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  i.  p.  440. 
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them  of  their  money  and  clothes.  And  even  the  fick  were 
dragged  out  of  their  beds  to  prifons;  one  of  whom,  Mr, 
Patcben,  -  a  man  of  confiderable  eftate,  being  in  a  fever, 
died  there.* 

This  perfecution  was  not  confined  to  the  city  of  London, 
but  fpread  with  fimilar  violence  over  all  or  molt  parts  of  the 
nation.  They  were,  without  conviftion,  without  crimina¬ 
tion,  without  any  legal  caufe,  violently  haled  to  prifon,  and 
crouded  together  in  clofe,  damp,  or  unwholefome  rooms, 
by  fuch  numbers,  as  almoft  to  the  danger  of  fuffocatiofi.  In 
Briftol,  near  one  hundred  and  ninety  were  imprifoned.  In 
Lancafter  were  two  hundred  and  feventy  prifoners:  in  Weft- 
moreland,  one  hundred’  and  fixteen:  in  the  Weft-riding  of 
Yorkfhire  were  not  fewer  than  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine;  and  the  number  in  the  North-riding  amounted  to  an 
hundred  and  twenty-fix.  And  the  treatment  which  they 
received  in  prifon  was  generally  as  cruel  as  the  commitment 
was  unjuft.j- 

When  the  members  of  this  fociety  had  cleared  themfelves 
from  the  imputation  of  being  parties  in  Vernier  s  infurrec- 
lion,  they  were  proceeded  againft  on  new  grounds ;  and  old 
laws,  made  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  and  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  were  revived  and  made  rules  for  proceeding  againft 
them;  namely,  the  laws  againft  the  fubtr-aftion  oftythes,  and 
neglefting  to  refort  to  the  parifti  church,  or  fome  other,  on 
every  Sunday  or  holyday.  They  were  alfo  profecuted  on 
an  aft  made  in  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’ s  reign,  for 
adminiftering  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  and  on  one  of  the  third 
of  Janies^  enjoining  the  oath  of  allegance.  When  there  re¬ 
mained  no  fhadow  of  reafon  to  detain  thofe  whom  they  had 
imprifoned  on  account  of  the  rifing  of  the  fifth-monarchy 
men,  it  was  an  ufual  method  with  the  magiftrates  to  tender 
them  the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  they  knew  they  would 
not  take,  that  their  refufal  might  be  a  pretext  for  ftill  hold¬ 
ing  them  in  confinement:  though  their  demeanour  was  peace¬ 
able  and  unrefifting,  and  by  the  moft  explicit  declarations 
they  folemnly  expreffed  and  pledged  their  allegiance. X  By 

,  y  ■  /  ( 

*  Gough’s  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  441,  445.  +|Ibid.  vol.  i,  p.  446 — 451. 
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the  mifapplication  of  the  law  of  James ,  many  of  them  fuf- 
fered  the  lofs  of  perfonal  liberty,  and  of  all  their  fubftance, 
and  were  expofed  to  very  hard  and  illicit  treatment.  The 
cafe  of  Thomas  Goodyear  and  Benjamin  Staples ,  at  the  quarter- 
feflions  at  Oxford,  is  a  ftriking  inftance  of  this.  Thomas 
Goody  ear ,  after  receiving  the  fentence  of  praemunire,  was 
brought  into  court,  like  a  common  malefaftor,  with  bolts 
on  his  legs,  and  on  afking,  “  whether  the  jailor  had  orders 
“  to  fetter  him?”  he  was  anfwered,  “  The  jailor  may  do  as 
“  he  will  with  you,  for  you  are  out  of ’the  king’s  protec- 
tc  tion.”  This  man,  encouraged  by  the  example  of  his  fu- 
perior,  when  he  brought  them  back  to  the  prifon,  told  the 
other  prifoners,  cc  that  if  they  wanted  clothes,  they  might 
cc  take  theirs  off  their  backs,  for  they  can  have  no  law  againft 
<c  you.”  But  one  of  the  prifoners  humanely  anfwered,  he 
would  rather  go  naked ,  than  ft  rip  honejl  men  of  their  clothes , 
who  were  Jlripped  of  all  they  had  befide .* 

It  is  but  candid,  however,  to  remark  that,  though  the 
juftices  and  inferior  magiftrates,  from  their  bitternefs  againft 
the  non-conformifts,  were  difpofed,  in  fome  cafes,  to  put 
the  35th  of  Elizabeth  in  full  force,  yet  the  inftances  of  en¬ 
forcing  this  law,  through  the  intervention  of  higher  autho¬ 
rity,  were  not  many,  nor  equally-  encouraged  with  other 
modes  of  profecution ;  as  the  full  enforcing  thereof  muft 
have  terminated  in  publick  executions. j* 

But  notwithflanding  this  inflance  of  moderation,  violent 
prejudices  againft  the  Shakers  were  fo  univerfal,  that  they 
were  left  unmolefted  in  few,  or  no  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
In  1662,  Mr.  George  Fox  reprefented  to  the  king,  that  fince 
his  reftoration  three  thoufand  and  fixty-eight  of  their  friends 
had  been  imprifoned.  A  narrative  figned  by  twelve  wit- 
neffes,  attefted  that  four  thoufand  two  hundred  of  thofe 
called  Quakers,  both  men  and  women,  were  in  prifon.  No 
age  or  fex  found  commiferation.  Men  of  feventy,  or  more 
years  old,  were  fubjected  to  all  the  rigours  of  a  goal.  In 
London  and  its  fuhurbs,  five  hundred  were,  at  this  time, 
confined;  fuffering  every  feverity,  their  trades  ruined,  and 
their  families  expofed  to  ruin.  The  treatment  of  this  people, 
even  in  this  city,  refembled  the  French  dragoonings  of  the 

*  Gough’s  Hiftory.  voki.pt  531,  32.  f  Ibid.vo!,  i.  p.  537* 
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liugonots,  rather  than  the  condition  of  thofe  who  were  en¬ 
titled  to  the  privileges  of  a  conftitution  limited  to  legal  rule. 
They  were  beaten  with  cudgels,  cut  with  fwords,  and  drag¬ 
ged  into  the  ftreets ;  there  they  lay  in  the  kennels,  fenfelefs 
and  helplefs,  befmeared  with  their  blood:  and  the  paffen- 
gers  and  fpe&ators,  moved  by  the  fight  of  their  condition, 
would  fometimes  cry  out  fttame  upon  the  perpetrators,  that 
fuch  a  refemblance  of  maffacre  fliould  be  committed  in  the 
ftreets  of  London.  Some,  for  thefe  exprcftions  of  com¬ 
panion,  had  their  lhareof  the  like  treatment.  The  foldiers 
being  alked,  why  they  could  be  fo  cruel  to  their  neigh¬ 
bours?  one  of  them  anfwered,  “  Nay,  we  are  more  merci- 
“  ful  than  we  ought  to  be,  for  we  have  orders  to  kill ;  and 
41  that  his  mufquet  was  double  charged,  as  moft  of  thofe  of 
“  the  party  were  to  his  knowledge.”  Through  this  treat¬ 
ment,  fome  who  were  haled  out  of  the  meeting  at  Bull-and- 
Mouth,  3iftAuguft,  1662,  were  fo  difabled  as  to  keep 
their  beds  for  fome  time:  one  was  fo  wounded  in  the  head 
that  his  brains  were  vifible,  and  one  died  of  the  bruifes 
and  wounds  he  received.  The  coroner’s  jury,  which  was 
impanelled  to  view  the  body,  broke  up  without  giving  a 
verdiift;  alledging  as  their  reafon,  that  if  they  pronounced 
it  wilful  murder,  and  the  perpetrator  could  not  be  found,  the 
city  would  be  liable  to  a  fine.  The  king,  -when  an  account 
•of  thefe  barbarous  tranfactions  was  prefented  to  him  by  one 
of  the  fociety,  faid,  44  I  allure  you,  it  was  not  by  my  advice, 
44  that  any  of  your  friends  fliould  be  flain;  you  mult  tell 
“  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  it,  and  profecute  the  law 
44  againft  them.”  The  mayor  was,  by  letter,  duly  apprized 
of  thefe  proceedings,  but  afforded  no  redrefs.  The  letter, 
accompanied  by  a  narrative,  was  printed  and  publifhed; 
for  which  the  author  was  committed  to  Newgate  bv  Sir 
Richard  Brown ,  the  mayor,  on  the  charge  of  difperfing  lcan- 
dalous  papers.* 

After  the  murder,  we  have  mentioned,  the  meetings  in 
the  city  were  generally  undifturbed  for  fix  weeks ;  then  fimi- 
lar  practices  ofinjuftice  and  cruelty  were  renewed,  under  the 
fanction  of  the  magiftrates,  and  continued  nearly  to  the  end  of 
the  year  1662.  By  this  time  no  lefs  than  twenty  perfons  had 

*  Gough,  vol.  1.  p.  538—546. 
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died  prifoners  in,  Newgate,  and  feven  more  by  ficknefs  con„ 
trafted  there  foon  after  their  difcharge.* 

The  king’s  declaration  of  indulgence  retarded,  in  1663, 
the  furious  career  of  the  perfecuting  magiftrates;  and  few 
inftances  of  fufferings  in  the  metropolis  occur  in  this  year, 
compared  with  the  preceding.  Yet  the  quakers  did  not  re¬ 
main  quite  unmolefted;  for  Sir  John  Robinfon%  who  prece¬ 
ded  Sir  R.  Brown  in  the  mayoralty,  ordered  a  guard  to  be 
placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  Bull-and-Mouth  meeting-hqufe, 
to  prevent  any  perfons  from  entering  into  it.  The  meetings 
on  this  were  held  in  the  flreets;  but  thofe  who  preached  or 
prayed  were  generally  haled  away  to  prifon,  and  blows  were 
unmercifully  dealt  on  the  heads  both  of  men  and  women, 
who  did  not  difperfe  at  the  command  of  the  mayor  and  his 
officers.  In  this  year  there  was  alfo  a  fevere  perfecution 
of  this  people  at  Colchefter  in  Effex.  Their  meetings 
were  interrupted  by  afts  of  violence:  and  many  were  dis¬ 
abled  and  bruifed,  and  the  lives  of  others  were  brought  into 
great  danger  by  blows  with  clubs,  carbines  and  fwords.  One 
of  them,  when  a  trooper  was  beating  him  with  a  fword,  and 
the  blade  fell  out  of  the  hilt,  took  it  and  gave  it  to  him, 
faying,  “  I  will  give  it  thee  up  again;  I  defire  the  Lord 
may  not  lay  this  day’s  work  to  thy  charge.”! 

The  operation  of  the  conventicle  aft,  palled  in  1664, 
though  levelled  at  every  body  of  dilfenters,  fell  with  pecu¬ 
liar  weight  on  the  quakers ;  numbers  of  them,  and  of  them 
only,  were  condemned  to  tranfportation  upon  this  aft;  and 
the  proceedings  againff:  them  were  condufted  with  peculiar 
and  hoftile  precipitancy.  For,  cc  as  the  penalty  for  the  firft 
“  offence  was  imprifonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three 
46  months,  and  for  the  fecond  not  exceeding  fix,  at  the  ar- 
“  bitrary  difcretion  of  two  juftices;”  it  was  ufual  for  thefe 
juftices  to  commit  them  for  a  few  days  for  the  firft  and  fecond 
offences,  not  out  of  tendernefs,  but  in  order  to  fubjeft  them 
more  fpeedily  to  the  penalty  of  tranfportation  for  the  third 
offence.  For,  from  their  long  approved  conftancy,  they 
promifed  themfelves  an  aifurance  of  finding  them  again  at  their 
religious  affemblies,  as  foon  as  at  liberty.];  Ihe  privileges 


*  Gough’s  Hiilory,  vol.  ii.  p.  1,  2.  f  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  21 — »24> 
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of  the  fubjeft  were  held,  at  this  time,  by  fo  precarious  a 
tenure,  that  the  hiftory  of  this  fociety  furnifhes  inftances  of 
the  judges  refufing  to  accept  the  verdift  of  the  grand  jury, 
when  they  have  returned  the  bill  ignoramus ;  and  of  his  fend¬ 
ing  them  out  again  with  menaces  and  frefh  inftru&ions#* 
The  evidence  produced  againft  them,  on  their  trial,  was 
fometimes  fo  insufficient,  that  the  jury  remonftrated  againft 
it,  and  intreated  not  to  be  troubled  any  more  with  fuch  evi¬ 
dence.  When  neither  perfuafions  nor  menaces  could  induce 
a  jury  to  alter  their  verdift  to  the  diftates  of  the  court,  fome 
of  them  were  bound  in  iool.  each  to  appear  at  the  king’s- 
bench  -bar  the  firft  day  of  the  following  term.f 

The  awful  vifitation  of  Providence,  by  a  deftru&ive  pef- 
tilence,  in  1665,  had  no  effeft  in  foftening  the  enmity  of 
their  perfecutors.  Perfecution  continued,  and  the  meet¬ 
ings  were  difturbed  as  before.  Many  who  were  caft  into 
the  filthy  holes  of  Newgate  were  releafed  by  this  difeafe, 
which  had  infe&ed  the  jails,  from  a  life  worfe  than  death# 
<c  But,”  fays  my  author,  “  what  muft  fix  an  indelible  ftamp 
cc  of  utter  infenfibility  to  every  motive  of  humanity,  of  ci- 
cc  vility,  or  common  decency,  on  the  charafters  of  the  ma- 
cc  giftrates,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  government,  and  of  that 
cc  church  with  which  they  were  fo  zealous  to  enforce  con- 
“  fortuity,  was,  that  during  the  very  height  of  the  conta- 
“  gion,  they  continued  to  croud  the  infefted  prifons  with 

frefh  prifoners.’’^ 

In  1668  the  quakers  were  not,  in  comparifon  with  former 
^ars,  much  difturbed  by  the  civil  power;  their  fufferings 
were  moftly  by  excommunications,  imprifonments,  and  dif- 
traints,  for  their  confcientious  fcruples  againft  paying  eccle- 
Radical  demands,  feveral  of  which,  however,  were  unrea- 
fonably  fevere. 

The  third  a Q.  againft  conventicles,  which  was  carried  into 
1  law  in  1670,  opened  new  fcenes  of  perfecution,  in  which 
die  quakers  had  their  peculiar  fliare.  Many  were  cruelly 
fpoiled  of  their  property;  people  of  confiderable  fubftance 
were  reduced  to  extreme  poverty;  and  the  fick  had  their  beds 
:aken  from  under  them,  and  were  reduced  to  lie  on  the 
loor.  When  the  fufferers,  according  to  the  privilege  al- 
*  G  ough,  vol,  ii.p,  117,  1 1 8.  f  Ibid.  p.  128,129.  f  Ibid.  p.  139,140. 
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lowed  by  the  appealed  againft  the  heavy  fines  and  the 
exorbitant  diftraints,  they  generally  obtained  little  by  the 
appeal  but  additional  lofs.  The  influence  of  the  convi&ing 
juft  ice,  the  partiality  of  the  bench,  corrupt  juries,  or  a  neg- 
left  in  putting  into  due  execution  the  decrees  of  the  quarter- 
feffions,  to  which  they  appealed,  left  them  unredreffed.  A 
mifconftruftion  of  the  word  conventicles ,  which  the  aft  li¬ 
mited  to  meetings  for  religious  worlhip,  contrary  to  the 
liturgy  of  the  church  of  England,  often  expofed  them  to  il¬ 
legal  fines;  for,  if  they  met  merely  to'  provide  for  their 
poor,  or  vifited  a  lick  friend,  or  attended  the  funerals  of  the 
deceafed,  there  were  not  wanting  informers  hardy  enough 
to  fwear  fuch  meetings  conventicles,  nor  juftices  prejudiced 
againft  them  to  iffue  their  warrants  to  levy  the  fines  accord¬ 
ingly;  of  which  Mr.  Gough  gives  various  inftances.*  The 
penalty  on  the  preacher  being  20I.  for  the  firft  offence,  and 
40I.  for  thefecond,  the  defire  of  gain  often  tempted  the  un¬ 
principled  informer  to  fwear  againft  a  preacher,  when  there 
was  not  a  word  fpoken  in  the  meeting.  At  other  times,  a 
word  fpoken,  though  not  on  fubjefts  of  religion,  was  termed 
preaching;  and  an  anfwer  to  an  impertinent  queftion,  ex¬ 
torted  from  fome  one  or  other  prefent,  bore  the  fame  com 
ftruftion.  The  magiftrates  were  as  ready  to  fine  as  the  in¬ 
former  to  fwear;  and,  by  this  iniquitous  combination,  the 
innocent  were  robbed  under  the  cover  of  an  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment.-)-  It  is  a  pleafure  to  find,  and  truth  requires  one  to 
add,  that  fome  juftices,  apprized  of  the  villainy  of  the  infor¬ 
mers,  had  too  much  honour  to  encourage  their  vicious  difpo- 
lition  to  plunder  without  mercy,  and  to  fwear  without  fcruple. 
The  lord-mayor  of  London,  in  particular,  fiting  in  a  court 
of  aldermen,  in  the  yean  670,  when  an  informer  made  his 
appearance  with  fuch  a  number  of  informations  as  would 
have  wronged  the  accufed  of  1 500I.  with  abhorrence  broke 
up  the  court,  j  This  year  affords  another  peculiar  inftance 
of  the  illegal  proceedings,  by  which  this  fociety  were  har- 
raffed;  which,  notwithstanding  the  king’s  repeated  profef- 
iions  of  favour  towards  them,  originated  with  the  court.  On 
the  29th  of  fuly  an  order  was  iffued,by  the  king  and  council, 
fordemolifhingthe  meeting-houfeatHorfly-down,  Southwark. 

*  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  305—316.  f  Ibid.  p.  316 — 318.  J  Ibia. 
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It  was  grounded  on  a  pretence  that  the  perfonswho  affembled 
in  it  behaved  in  a  riotous  and  tumultuous  manner,  than  which 
charge  nothing  could  be  more  repugnant  to  their  avowed 
principles  and  uniform  manners.  The  pulling  down  of  the 
building  was,  by  exprefs  command,  committed  to  Chriftopber 
Wren,  efq;  the  furveyor-general  of  his  majefty’s  works. 
After  this  order  was  affixed  to  the  meeting-houfe,  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  fociety  continued  their  affemblies  in  it,  till  it  was 
demoliffied ;  they  then  met  upon  the  rubbiffi.  By  this  they 
expofed  themfelves  to  repeated  outrages  and  cruel  abufes 
from  the  military,  into  wliofe  hands  was  put  the  defpotick 
treatment  of  this  alfembly,  and  who,  at  one  affiiult,  forely 
bruifed  and  wounded  twenty,  at  a  fecond  thirty,  and  at  a 
third  more  than  fifty  perfons.  When  the  foldiers  were  1  e- 
prehended  for  their  cruelty;  fome  of  them  anfwered,  If 
“  you  knew  what  orders  we  have,  you  would  fay  we  dealt 
“  mercifully  with  you.”  Others,  being  aflced  how  can  you 
deal  thus  with  a  people  that  have  love  and  good-will  to  all 
men,  and  make  no  refiftance  or  oppofition,  replied;  “  We 
“  had  rather,  and  it  would  be  better  for  us,  if  they  did  refill 
“  and  oppofe.”  This  was  looked  upon  by  the  fufferers,  as 
if  they  fought  occafionto  embrue  their  hands  more  deeply  in 
blood,  and  take  the  lives  and  eftates  of  honefl  people  for 
their  prey.  At  length  thefe  military  violations  of  the  peace 
of  the  city  roufed  the  civil  officers  to  interpofe  their  autho¬ 
rity;  but  it  was  too  weak  to  protect  this  unarmed  body 
again!!  the  number  of  armed  men  let  loofe  upon  them. 
Thefe  proceedings  of  the  foldiers  having  been  reprefented  to 
the  king  and  council,  a  temporary  ceflation  of  thefe  cruelties 
was  procured,  but  they  were  not  wholly  difcontinued.  A 
building  at  Ratcliffe,  belonging  to  this  fociety,  was  fubjedfed 
to  the  like  violence  with  that  at  Horfly-down,  and  on  the 
ad  of  September,  without  any  legal  procefs,  was  demo- 
lilhed.  On  that  day  and  the  night  following,  twelve  cart¬ 
loads  of  doors,  windows,  and  floors,  with  other  materials, 
were  carried  away.  Some  of  the  materials  were  fold  on  the 
fpot  for  money  and  ftrong  drink.  Thus  grievous  fufferings, 
exorbitant  fpoil,  and  illegal  depredation,  were  the  lot  of 
an  inoffenfive  and  peaceable  clafs  of  fubjetts.  Thefe  evils 

were 
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were  infli&ed  by  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  proteft  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  fubjeft,  even  by  officers  under 
government.* 

While  thefe  calamities  awaited  the  general  body  of  this 
people,  on  account  of  their  confcientiotis  profeffion;  it  is  to 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  more  aftive  and  diftinguiffied  members 
of  the  fociety  were  peculiar  marks  for  prejudice  and  malig¬ 
nity.  Of  this  the  hiftory  of  the  quakers  furniffies  many  ex¬ 
amples,  which  we  muft  not  pafs  over  unnoticed,  though  our 
limits  will  not  allow  us  to  go  into  a  minute  detail  of  eachcafe. 

George  Fox ,  eminent  for  his  a&ivity  and  zeal  in  diflemina- 
ting  his  principles,  was  among  the  firft,  "who,  after  the  re- 
ftoration  of  Charles  II.  and  for  fome  years,  felt  the  rage  of 
bigotry.  In  1660  he  was  apprehended  by  a  warrant  from 
Mr.  Henry  Porter ,  the  mayor  of  Lancafter,  at  the  houfe  of 
Margaret  Fell ,  at  Swaithmore,  and  carried  to  Ulverflon, 
where  he  was  guarded  for  the  night  by  fifteen  or  fixteen  men, 
fome  of  whom  kept  fentry  at  the  chimney,  for  fear  he  Ihould 
efcapeby  that  paflage;  66  fo  darkened,55  obferves  the  hifto^ 
rian,  “  were  they  by  fuperfiitious  imaginations.55  Next 
morning  he  was  efcorted,  with  abufive  and  contumelious 
treatment,  to  Lancafter,  and  brought  before  the  mayor,  who 
committed  him  to  prifon ;  refufed  bail;  and  denied  him  a 
copy  of  the  mittimus.  Two  friends  having,  however,  been 
permitted  to  read  it,  he  publifhed  an  immediate  reply  to  the 
charges,  which  they  reported  to  him  it  contained.  Appli¬ 
cation  was  made  to  the  king  for  an  habeas  corpus  to  remove 
him  to  London,  and  was  obtained.  In  confequence  of  this 
writ,  though  his  perfecutors,  for  two.  months,  obftrufted 
the  operation  of  it,  he*  prefented  himfelf  in  the  court  of 
kingVbench;  the  juftices,  being  difpaffionate  and  favour¬ 
able,  caufed  the  ffierifPs  return  of  the  habeas  corpus  to  be 
laid  before  the  king,  who,  when  Fox  had  fuffered  for  more 
than  twenty  weeks  an  unjuft  and  fevere  imprifonment,  gave 
direftions  for  his  releafe.  His  enemies,  on  his  obtaining  his 
liberty,  were  filled  with  vexation  and  fear,  as  they  were  con- 
fcious  of  the  illegality  of  their  proceedings;  and  he  was  ad- 
vifed,  by  fome  in  authority,  to  make  the  mayor  and  the  reft 
examples;  but  he  meekly  replied,  “  I  ffiall  leave  them  to  the 

f  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  341— 3SXt 

“  Lordj 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  QUAKERS*  503 

* c  Lord ;  if  he  forgive  them,  I  fhall  trouble  myfelf  no  farther 

about  them.”* 

On  occafion  of  rumours  of  a  confpiracy  fet  on  foot  in  the 
North  among  the  Republicans  and  Separates,  warrants  were 
again lffued  out,  in  1663,  to  apprehend  George  Fox\  as  he 
was  on  his  tour  through  the  Northern  counties,  he  was  not 
met  with;  but  at  length,  finding  that  they  continued  their 
purfuit,  he  refolved  to  ftand  his  ground,  and  was  appre¬ 
hended;  when  no  evidence  could  be  produced  to  juftify 
committing  him  on  the  pretended  plot,  the  juftices  contented 
themfelves  with  his  engaging  to  appear  at  the  feffions:  he 
appeared  at  it,  but  finding  no  grounds  to  effeft  their  purpofc, 
either  upon  the  plot,  or  the  act  againft  meetings,  they  com¬ 
mitted  him  (for  refuting  the  oath  of  allegiance)  to  a  very 
incommodious  room  in  Lancafier  caftle,  where  he  was  kept 
clofe  prifoner  till  after  thefpring  afiizes  1665;  after  that  he 
was  removed  to  Scarborough  caftle,  where  he  was  detained 
upwards  of  a  year  longer;  when  finding  means  to  have  his 
cafe  laid  before  the  king,  he  foon  after  obtained  his  releafe, 
having  fuffered  an  arbitrary  and  very  rigorous  imprifonment 
of  more  than  three  years.f  At  Lancafter,  he  was  locked  up 
in  a  fmoaky  tower,  fometimes  fo  filled  with  fmoak  that  a 
burning  candle  was  fcarcely  vifible,f  and  fo  open  as  to  admit 
the  rain  in  upon  hisbed.  The  room  allotted  to  him  in  Scar¬ 
borough  Caftle  was  little  better,  if  notworfe;  and  when,  at 
his  own  expence,  he  had  made  it  tolerable,  he  was  removed 
into  another  room,  without  chimney  or  fire-place,  and  fo 
open  to  the  fea-fide,  that  the  rain,  violently  driven  by  the 
the  wind,  poured  into  the  room.  A  fentinel  was  placed  at 
his  door;  few  or  none  of  his  friends  were  permitted  to  vifit 
him,  or  even  to  bring  him  food;  but  numbers  of  others 
were  admitted  in  to  gaze  upon  him,  or  difpute  with  him.§ 
His  removal  from  one  prifon  to  another,  when  he  was  in  a 
very  weak  condition,  was  attended  with  a  treatment  in  many 
refpefts  uncivil  and  rude.  To  the  rigour  and  hardfhips  of 
his  imprifonment  were  added,  to  terrify  him,  the  frequent 
menaces  of  his  keepers.  The  deputy  governor  once  told 

*  Gough’s Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  432—439. 

f  Gough,  vol. ii.  p,  25—29.  %  pt  29.  $  Ibid.  p.  IJ2,  3* 
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him,  “  That  the  king,  knowing  he  had  a  great  intereft  in 
“  the  people,  had  fent  him  thither,  that  if  there  fhould  be 
“  any  ftirring  in  the  nation,  they  fhould  hang  him  over  the 
“  wall.”  He  replied  to  this  menace,  “  If  that  was  what 
“  they  delired,  and  it  was  permitted  them,  he  was  ready, 
“  for  he  never  feared  death  or  fufferings  in  his  life;  but  was 
“  known  to  be  an  innocent,  peaceable  man,  free  from  ftir- 
“  rings  and  plottings,  and  one  that  fought  the  good  of  all 
“  men.”  His  patience  furmounted  the  hardfhips  to  which 
he  was  expofed;  and  his  innocence  pleading  in  his  favour, 
his  keepers  at  length  relaxed  their  feverity,  and  treated  him 
with  favour  and  refpett.  When,  on  obtaining  his  releafe, 
Mr.  Fox  offered  an  acknowledgment  for  his  late  civility  and 
kindnefs  to  the  governor  of  Scarborough  caftle,  he  refufed 
it;  adding,  “  whatever  good  he  could  do  him  or  his  friends, 
c‘  he  would  do  it,  and  never  do  them  any  hurt.”  His  con- 
fequent  conduff  made  good  this  promife,  for  it  was  ever  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  quakers.* 

Mrs.  Margaret  Fell ,  who  had  been  a  widow  about  two 
years,  in  1660  was,  in  a  degree,  involved  in  the  fevere  pro¬ 
ceedings  againft  Fox;  for.  that  they  might  lay  hold  of  him, 
they  forcibly  entered  and  fearched  her  houfe;  of  this  {he 
complained  in  an  appeal  to  the  public,  as  an  injury  offered 
to  herfelf,and  a  violation  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubje<5Lf  In 
the  year  1 663  this  lady,  the  widow  of  a  judge  and  a  woman 
of  eflate,  was  cited  before  the  juflices,  and  queflioned  about 
keeping  meetings  at  her  houfe,  and  the  oath  of  allegiance 
was  tendered  to  her;  on  which  {he  expoftulated  with  them, 
that  as  “  they  knew  Ihe  could  not  fwear,  why  fhould  they 
“  fend  for  her  from  her  own  houfe  and  her  lawful  affairs  to 
“  enfnare  her?”  Adding,  “  what  have  I  done?”  This 
remonftrance,  for  the  inftant,  impreffed  their  minds,  and 
they  declared  they  would  not  urge  the  oath,  if  fee  would 
not  keep  meetings  at  her  houfe.  J  To  this  propofal  fee  mag- 
nanimoufly  replied,  “  fee  would  not  deny  her  faith  and  prin- 

ciples  for  any  thing  they  could  do  againft  her,  and  while 

*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  150 — 156.  f  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p,  435,  6. 

t  Mr.  Gough  properly  remarks  on  this  propofal,  that  it  was  a  plain 
confefiion,  that  the  tender  of  the  oath  was  a  mere  pretext  to  be  vexatious  to 
toe  fubjett,  an  arbitrary  meafure  alfumed  for  the  mere  purpofe  of  perfection. 
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^  it  fhould  pleafe  the  Lord  to  let  her  have  a  houfe,  flic 
“  would  endeavour  to  worftiip  him  in  it.”  On  this  the  oath 
was  tendered,  and  on  her  refufal,  (lie  was  committed  to  Lan- 
caller  caftle,  a  prifon  then  crowded  with  numbers  of  the 
fame  profeflion,  and  the  hate  of  which  heightened  the  evil 
of  confinement.  Here  file  was  detained  till  next  year.* 
When,  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  (lie  was,  at  the  aflizes, 
brought  to  her  trial  on  the  fame  account,  Ihe  perfevered 
in  refufing  the  oath,  and  anfwered  the  judge  with  good 
fenfe  and  pious  intrepidity.  Her  counfel  was  admitted  to 
plead  an  arreft  of  judgment,  after  the  jury  gave  a  verdiCt 
againft  her,  and  found  feveral  errors  in  the  indi&ment,  but 
they  were  not  admitted  by  the  judge,  and  fentence  of  prm- 
munire  was  paffed  upon  her.  She  remained  in  prifon  twenty 
months,  before  Ihe  could  obtain  liberty  to  go  to  her  own 
houfe,  which  Ihe  procured  for  a  little  time,  and  returned  to 
prifon  again,  where  Ihe  continued  about  four  years,  till  re¬ 
leafed  by  an  order  of  the  king  and  council.f 

Another  of  the  fociety  of  quakers,  whofe  fufferings  arc 
recorded  in  a  diftinft  narrative,  was  their  noted  preacher, 
Mr.  Francis  HowgilL  This  refpe&able  man,  as  he  was  in 
the  market-place  at  Kendal,  on  his  lawful  bufinefs,  was 
fummoned  before  the  magiftrates  then  fitting  in  a  tavern; 
whq  tendered  him  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and,  on  his  con- 
feiefitious  refufal  of  it,  committed  him  to  prifon  till  the  next 
month.  At  the  fpring  aflizes  of  1663,  the  oath  was  again 
adminiflered  unto  him,  and  on  his  refufal,  an  indictment  was 
drawn  up  againft  him,  which  he  traverfed.  A  bond  for  his 
good  behaviour  till  his  trial  came  on,  being  required  of  him, 
he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  recommitted  to  prifon,  rather  than 
give  it,  as  he  apprehended  it  would  be  a  tacit  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  paft  ill-behaviour,  and  his  attendance  at  meetings  in 
the  mean  time,  which  a  fenfe  of  duty  would  not  fuffer  him  to 
negleft,  would  be  interpreted  as  a  breach  of  his  engage¬ 
ment.  J  As  he  was  going  to  the  prifon  he  turned  to  the 
people,  and  uttered  this  devout  wifli,  “  the  fear  of  God  be 
among  you  all.”  And  the  people  generally  appeared  very 
affeftionate  to  him,  and  pitied  his  hard  circumftance;§  while 

#  Gough,  vol.  if  p.  29,  & c.  f  Ibid.  p.  92 — 96.  t  Ibid.  p.  31,  32. 

§  Ibid,  p,  ioo,  ' 
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the  juftices  of  Weftmoreland  endeavoured  to  prepoffefs  the 
judge  and  court  againft  him  by  invidious  refleftions  on  him 
and  the  lociety,  and  by  the  weight  of  their  united  influence 
and  enmity. 

At  the  fummer  aflizes  he  was  again  brought  to  the  bar, 
Modefty,  equanimity,  good  fenfe,  fober  reafoning,  and  deep 
impreflions  of  religion,  marked  his  conduct  at  both  aflizes, 
and  appear  to  have  foftened  the  flernnefs  of  his  judges. 
The  fentence  which  confifcated  his  lands  to  the  king  during 
his  life,  and  his  goods  and  chattels  for  ever,  and  configned 
him  to  prifon  for  the  reft  of  his  days,  was,  however,,  pafled 
upon  him ;  the  judge,  it  was  obferved,  pronounced  it  with  a 
faint  and  low  voice,  as  if  he  was  fenfible  that  this  man  was 
greatly  wronged,  and  that  himfelf  did  not  entirely  approve 
of  the  fentence  he  was  palling.*  “  In  miftaken  zeal  for  re- 
cc  ligion,”  our  hiftorian  remarks,  “  the  plaineft  rules  of 
morality  are  violated,  and  in  forcing  uniformity  in  unef- 
fential  points,  the  fubftantial  parts,  mercy,  juftice,  and 
66  truth,  are  obliterated.” 

The  cafe  of  Hannah  Trigg ,  on  account  of  the  Angular 
feverity  of  it,  deferves  particular  mention.  She  was  one  of 
twelve  quakers  who  received  fentence  of  tranfportation, 
being  tried  and  convifted  on  a  bill  of  indiftment  preferred 
againft  them  for  the  third  offence.  The  circumftance,  which 
particularly  marked  the  tyranny  and  illegality  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  this  young  woman,  was,  that  Ihe  was  not  flxteen 
years  of  age,  and  the  certificate  of  her  birth  was  arbitrarily 
rejected  by  the  juftices.  After  fentence  Ihe  fickened  in 
Newgate,  and  died  there.  The  unfeeling  inhumanity,  which 
was  infatiate  with  her  life,  was  extended  to  her  corps.  Her 
relations  were  deprived  of  the  confolation  of  interring  her  as 
they  defired,  but  Ihe  was  carried  to  the  burying-place  of  the 
felons;  and  when  the  bearers  came  to  the  ground,  finding 
no  grave  made,  they  left  the  corps  unburied,  faying  they 
would  make  a  grave  next  morning.  The  girl’s  mother  at¬ 
tending  the  funeral,  had  the  grief  and  anguilh  to  behold  this 
treatment  of  her  daughter’s  remains  in  filent  forrow,  without 
the  power  of  remedy.f 

_  A  ,  *  *  ,  «  *  .  M.  •  '  ••  'jk 

*  Gough,  p,  IoS,  f  Ibid.  p.  1 27# 
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The  fufferings  alfo  of  Jofeph  Fuce,  a  man  of  patient  and 
meek  fpirit,  and  very  laborious  as  a  preacher,  who  died  in 
the  White-Lyon  prifon  in  Southwark  in  1665,  Ihould  not 
pafs  unnoticed.  In  1660,  being  at  a  meeting  at  Deal,  he, 
with  twenty-three  others,  was  feized  by  feveral  armed  men, 
and  being  committed  to  Sandown  Callle,  they  were  kept 
there  feveral  nights  and  days,  their  friends  not  being  allow¬ 
ed  to  brirur  them  either  food  to  eat  or  ftraw  to  lie  on.  He 
and  another  were  afterwards  removed  to  Dover  caftle,  and 
with  five  others  of  their  friends  were  locked  up  in  one 
room,  from  which  they  were  permitted  no  egrefs,  not  even 
for  the  neceflities  of  nature,  nor  were  their  friends  allowed 
any  accefs  to  them;  and  the  fervant  of  the  marfhal,  for 
{hewing  them  fome  little  favour,  was  difmiffed  from  his 
place*  Jofeph  Fuce  remonftrating,  when  an  opportunity  of¬ 
fered,  on  the  cruel  ufage  they  received,  was  anfwered  with 
a  volley  of  oaths  and  execrations.  His  pious  ears  being 
wounded  with  this  profanenefs,  he  bore  his  teftimony  againft 
it  by  a  ferious  reproof.  The  marflial  at  this,  exafperated  to 
rage,  caufed  him  to  be  dragged  headlong  down  feveral  fcone- 
fteps  into  a  dungeon,  overrun  with  filth  and  with  vermin, 
into  which  no  light  or  air  could  enter,  but  by  fome  holes 
cut  in  the  door.  He  was  kept  there  two  days  and  two  nights, 
without  fire,  candle,  flraw,  or  any  thing  to  lie  on  but  an  old 
blanket.  When  he  had  obtained  fome  ftraw,  for  want  of 
air,  through  the  damp  and  flench  of  his  difmal  lodging,  he 
fell  fick;  and  after  nine  days  confinement,  as  he  feemed  at 
the  point  of  death,  the  fear  of  being  queftioned  for  mur¬ 
dering  him,  moved  the  marflial  to  remove  him,  and  to 
permit  him  to  return  to  his  fellow-prifoners,  with  whom 
he  continued 
proclamation.* 

Neither  the  calamities  to  which  the  fociety  of  quakers 
Were  expofed,  nor  the  fufferings  which  with  peculiar  feverity 
were  felt  by  fome  of  its  moft  eminent  and  worthy  members, 
could  damp  the  ardour  of  their  zeal  in  defending  their  caufe 
and  diffeminating  their  principles,  but  ferved  to  call  forth 
their  vigorous  exertions.  Margaret  Fell ,  on  the  appre- 
henfion  of  George  Fox,  publifhed  a  brief  narrative  of  that 

*  Gough,  p.  143—145, 
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violent  proceeding,  and  took  a  journey  to  London  to  lay 
the  cafe  before  the  king,  requeuing  his  favourable  interpo- 
fition,  c6  to  caufe  him  to  be  removed  to  London,  and  hear 
cc  his  caufe  himfelf:”  in  which  fuit  file  was  heard.*  When, 
in  confequence  of  the  infurreftion  of  the  fifth-monarchy  men, 
many  of  the  Quakers,  without  crimination,  without  con- 
viftion,  were  violently  haled  to  prifon,  in  addition  to  the 
endeavours  ufed  for  their  relief,  by  publifliing  and  prefent- 
ing  to  the  king,  a  declaration  from  that  people  againfl  all 
fedition,  plotters,  fighters,  &c.  the  fame  lady  feveral  times 
waited  perfonally  upon  the  king  to  folicit  his  indulgence  and 
protection  for  them:  at  her  firfl  admiffion  file  fignified  to 
him,  “  they  were  an  innocent,  peaceable  people,  who  did 
“  no  injury,  and  adminiftered  no  occafion  of  offence,  except 
cc  in  keeping  up  their  religious  meetings,  for  no  other  pur- 
pofe  than  worfhipping  God  in  that  way,  they  were  per- 
“  fuaded  was  mod  acceptable  to  him,  and  edifying  one 
cc  another  in  his  fear;  which  being  to  them  a  conscientious 
“  matter  of  duty  to  God,  they  could  not  violate  it,  in-com- 
cc  pliance  with  the  ordinances  or  laws  of  man,  whateverthey 
cc  Suffered.”  In  confequence  of  her  applications  and  the  de¬ 
claration  above-mentioned,  the  king  fent  out  a  proclamation, 
66  forbidding  foldiers  to  fearch  any  houfe  without  a  con- 
66  (table.”  At  length  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  iffiie  out  a 
declaration,  ordering  “  the  quakers  to  be  fet  at  liberty  with- 
66  out  paying  the  fees.”j-  Burroughs  Hubber thorn ,  and 
Whitehead ,  among  others,  were  aftive  advocates  for  their 
fuffering  brethren.  They  attended  parliament  to  folicit 
againfl  the  bill,  brought  in  in  1661,  palling  into  an  aft.  1 Bur- 
rough  prefented  to  the  king  and  council  in  the  fame  year  a 
paper,  entitled*  “  A  juft  and  righteous  Plea,”  reprefenting 
their  fentiments  refpefting  oaths,  and  their  eftablifhed  reli¬ 
gious  principle,  cc  to  enter  into  no  plots,  combinations  or  re- 
“  belli  on,  againfl  government;  nor  to  feek  deliverance  from 
46  injuflice  or  oppreflion  by  any  fuch  means.”  In  this  he 
was  feconded  by  Hubberthorn  and  Whitehead ,  who  with  abi¬ 
lity  and  fpirit  entered  into  a  vindication  of  the  religious 
meetings  of  their  fociety.j  Two  letters,  about  this  time, 
were  addrefled  to  the  king,  remonflrating  on  the  counte- 

■*  Gough,  vol.  i.  p.  435 — 37.  f  Ibid,  p.  455,  56.  X  Ibid.  p.  500 — 505. 
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nance  given  to  profane  {hows  and  fports,  and  the  encoui  age- 
ment  afforded  to  perfecutors,  and  boldly  reproving  his  ma- 
ieftv  for  his  perfonal  conduCt.  The  one  was  written  by 
George  Fox  the  elder,  fo  called  for  diftinction,  as  the  elder 
brother  of  the  fociety,  the  other  was  drawn  up  by  George 
Fox  the  younger.  They  afford  a  fpecimen,  as  the  hiftorian 
obferves,  “  of  the  honeft  plain-dealing  of  men,  who,  with 
«  Elibu,  knew  not  to  flatter,  left  in  fo  doing  their  Maker 
«  fliould  take  them  away.”  When  the  laft  of  the  two  let¬ 
ters  was  delivered  to  the  king,  he  feemed  confideiably  af- 
fefted  with  the  contents.  His  brother,  the  duke  of  York , 
whofe  temper  was  more  gloomy,  referved,  and  vindictive, 
being  greatly  exafperated  with  the  writer,  advifed  the  king 
to  puniflr  him  j  but,  with  much  propriety,  he  replied,  It 
were  better  for  us  to  ?uc?id  our  lives .  *  fthefe  epiftles  of 
the  Fox’s,  however,  left  no  permanent  impreffion  on  the 
royal  mind.  In  the  year  1662,  the  univerfal  rage  againft 
the  peaceable  fociety  of  the  Quakers  left  them  unmolefted  in 
few  or  no  parts  of  the  nation.  On  this  George  Fox  again 
addreffed  the  king  on  behalf  of  the  fuffering  friends,  and 
{fated,  that  fince  his  relforation  three  thoufand  and  fixty- 
eight  had  been  imprifoned,  and  a  narrative  figned  by  twelve 
witneffes  was  printed,  which  reprefented  that  the  number 
of  men  and  women  then  in  prifon  amounted  to  upwards  oi 
four  thoufand  and  two  hundred.  Humanity  revolts  at  the 
circumftances  of  cruelty  with  which  the  members  of  this  fo¬ 
ciety  were  treated  at  this  time;  when  their  meetings  were 
broken  up  by  men  with  clubs,  they  themfelves  were  thrown 
into  the  water,  and  trampled  under  foot  till  the  blood  gufhed 
out. f  Among  other  endeavours  that  George  Fox  ufed  to  re¬ 
move  fufpicion  and  foften  enmity,  was  a  paper,  which  lie 
wrote  in  1663,  as  a  teftimony  againft  all  plots  and  confpi- 
racies  whatever;  to  admonifli  his  friends  to  circumfpeftion 
in  their  words  and  actions,  and  not  to  meddle  in  any  civil 
commotions:  copies  of  which  he  difperfed  through  the  Nor¬ 
thern  counties,  and  fent  one  to  the  king  and  council. £ 

Others  of  this  fociety,  beftdes  George  Fox ,  took  up  their 
pens  in  the  caufe  of  their  innocent  and  opprefted  brethren* 
When  the  conventicle  aft  was  palled  in  1664,  George 
x*  Gough,  p.510,  313.  f  Ibid,  p.  538.  X  Ibid.vol.  ii.  p.  23. 
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Whitehead  publifhed  a  piece  to  expofe  the  feverity  of  the 
perfect! tors,  to  exculpate  his  friends  from  the  charge  of  ob- 
flinaey,  to  firengthen  their  ftedfaftnefs,  and  to  remonftrate 
on  the  unequal  and  arbitrary  manner  in  which  the  judges 
enforced  the  aft.  Another  remonftrance  was  alfo  pub¬ 
lifhed  about  the  fame  time,  by  "Jofiah  Coale  y  againft  perfec¬ 
tion,  add  relied  to  the  king  and  both  houfes  of  parliament.* 
In  the  year  1666  the  caufe  of  the  quakers  began  to  derive 
great  fupport  and  credit  from  the  abilities  and  virtues  of  the 
celebrated  William  Penn ,  who  in  that  year  joined  their  fo- 
ciety,  and  became  one  of  its  mod  eminent  advocates  and  or¬ 
naments.  His  pen  was  foon  employed  in  its  defence.  His  firft 
piece  was  entitled  “  The  Sandy  Foundation  lhakem  ”  This 
gave  great  offence  to  fome  powerful  ecclefiafticks,and  it  was 
anfwered  by  an  accuftomed  mode  of  reply,  namely,  an  order 
tor  imprifoning  him.  He  was  clofely  confined  feven  months 
in  the  Tower,  and  denied  the  vifits  of  his  friends.  This 
precluded  him  from  hisminifterial  labours:  but  feveral  trea- 
ufes  were  the  fruits  of  his  folitude,  particularly  one  of  great 
note,  entitled  66  No  Crofs,  no  Crown;”  in  which,  Dr.  Henry 
More  obferved,  “  Mr.  Penn  has  treated  the  fubjeft  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  life  and  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  with  a  force  and 
tc  fpirit  equal  to  moft  writers. 

The  firft  of  the  above  pieces  was  occafioned  by  a  particu¬ 
lar  circumftance  which  called  on  the  qnakers  to  vindicate 
themfelves  in  a  publick  deputation.  Mr.  Tho?nas  Vincent ,  a 
prefbyterian  minifler  of  eminent  piety,  and  who  diftinguifhed 
fcimfelf  by  his  minifterial  labours  in  the  time  of  the  plague, 
but  whofe  zeal  in  this  inftance  milled  him,  had,  on  two  of 
his  hearers  going  to*  the  quakeP s  meetings, ,  indulged  himfelf 
in  inveftives  from  the  pulpit  againft  that  people,  and  in  a 
licence  of  expreffion  beyond  the  bounds  of  chriftian  modera¬ 
tion  and  common  decency.  This  reaching  the  ears  of  fome 
of  thofe  at  whom  they  were  call,  they  demanded  of  him  a 
publick  meeting  to  vindicate  themfelves  from  his  fevere  re¬ 
de  ft  ion  3,  or  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  fupport  them  by 
proof,  to  which,  after  fome  demur,  Mr.  Vincent  agreed.  Be¬ 
fore  the  hour  appointed  the  houfe  was  filled  with  his  own 
hearers  and  partifans;  and  he  was  accompanied  by  three  other 
*  Gough,  p.  1 15.  f  Britifli  Biography,  voh  vii.  p.  138. 
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prefbyterian  minifters,  as  his  affiftants;  Mr.  'Thomas  Dawfon, 
Mr. Tho.  Doolittle,  and  Mr.  WilliamMaddocks.  George  White- 
head  and  William  Penn,  on  the  fide  of  their  friends,  attended 
to  his  charges  againft  the  quakers.  Inftead  of  bringing  them 
forward,  Mr.  Vincent  opened  the  conference  with  this  quef- 
tion,  Whether  they  owned  one  Godhead  in  three  dijlincl  and 
feparate  perfons?  He  framed  on  this,  according  to  the  mode 
of  argumentation  then  in  ufe,  a  fyllogifm.  George  White- 
head  rejected  his  terms  as  unfcriptural,  and  not  deducible 
from  the  text  he  quoted,  and  dcfired  him  to  explain  them 
fo  that  they  might  be  underflood;  obferving,  “  that  God 
«  did  not  ufe  to  wrap  his  truths  in  heathenifh  metaphyficks, 
but  deliver  them  in  plain  language.  But  Mr.  Vincent  and 
his  co-adjutors  would  neither  keep  to  feriptute  terms,  nor 
allow  them  in  their  antagonifts.  After  many  infults  offered 
to  the  quakers,  and  opprobrious  names  cafl  upon  them,  the 
meeting  was  broken  up  by  a  prayer  from  Mr.  Vincent,  in 
which  thefe  people  were  accufed  as  blafphemers.  Seme 
people  flaying,  after  he  and  his  brethren  withdrew,  the 
quakers  found  an  opportunity  of  exculpating  themfelves 
from  the  inveftives  of  their  adverfaries.  Another  debate 
was  defired,  but  evaded.  On  this  Penn  appealed  to  the 
publick.* 

It  falls  within  the  period  of  which  we  are  writing,  to  no¬ 
tice  the  remarks  on  the  third  conventicle  aft,  which  George 
Fox,  being  in  London  at  the  time,  publifhed  in  1670,  in 
order,  if  poffible,  to  move  the  government  to  moderation. 
Apprehending  an  impending  ftorm,  he  wrote  alfo,  at  the 
fame  time,  an  epiflle  to  his  friends,  to  exhort  them  to  faith- 
fulnefs  and  fledfaflnefs  in  their  teftimony  to  the  truth,  and 
to  chriflian  patience,  in  bearing  the  fufferings  which  might 
be  permitted  to  try  their  faith.f 

Under  a  fucceffive  train  of  fevere  trials,  this  people  main¬ 
tained  patience,  refignation,  and  a  blamelefs  demeanour: 
and,  with  the  powers  of  the  world  againft  them,  their  num¬ 
bers  were  continually  increafing.  In  the  year  1 666  they 
were  become  a  large  body.  This  gave  them  courage  and 
refolution  to  ereft  in  that  year  a  new  meeting-houfe  in. 
White-hart  court,  Grace-church-ftreet,  which,  from  its 
*  Gough,  p.  226—228.  f  Ibid.  p.  318. 
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central  fituation,  became  afterwards  the  place  for  their 
yearly  meetings.* 

The  affairs  of  this  fociety  began  now  to  range  into  a  re¬ 
gular  and  fyflematick  form.  George  Fox ,  as  foon  as  he  was 
releafed  from  his  long  confinement,  proceeded  as  ufual  in 
his  labours;  and  when  he  was  fo  weak  and  ftiff,  and  be¬ 
numbed  in  his  joints,  by  a  cruel  imprifonment  for  the  great- 
ell  part  of  three  years,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could 
mount  his  horfe  or  alight,  he  went  from  York  (hire  to  Lon¬ 
don.  .  He  faw  it  neceffary  to  increafe  the  number  of  meet¬ 
ings  of  difcipline,  as  the  exigencies  and  the  numbers  of  the 
fociety  were  increafed.  In  1660,  a  general  meeting  for 
church  affairs  had  been  held  at  Skipton  in  Yorkshire.  The 
bufinefs  of  it  was  confined  to  the  taking  an  account  of  their 
fufferings,and  to  colle&ions  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  Quar¬ 
terly  meetings  were  afterwards  eflablifhed  in  London,  which, 
in  addition  to  the  former  fubjeds  of  attention,  had  the  charge 
of  the  reputation  of  the  fociety,  to  watch  over  the  members, 
and  admonifh  and  exhort  fuch  as  might  appear  diforderly 
and  uncircumfpeft  in  their  converfation,  not  agreeable  to 
the  flrictnefs  of  their  religious  profeffion;  befides  the  wo¬ 
men’s  meetings,  which  had  chiefly  the  care  of  poor  widows 
and  orphans.  During  George  Fox’ s  flay  in  London  there 
were  eftablifhed,  at  his  recommendation,  five  monthly  meet¬ 
ings  of  men  and  women  in  that  city,  to  tranfaft  the  bufinefs 
which  had  before  employed  the  quarterly  meetings,  and  a 
general  meeting  once  in  three  months,  as  hitherto,  for  mu- 
rual  counfel,  advice  and  deliberation,  in  relation  to  the  com¬ 
mon  affairs  and  care  of  the  whole  body  in  the  city.  He  af¬ 
terwards  procured  his  plan  of  monthly  meetings  to  be  adopted 
through  all  the  counties,  in  Scotland,  Ireland,  Holland,  and 
the  continent  of  America.  The  bufinefs  of  the  monthly 
meetings  was,  at  his  advice  and  admonition,  after  this,  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  taking  cognizance  of  the  orderly  proceedings 
towards  marriage,  to  fee  “  that  the  parties,  who  propofed 

were  clear  from  other  engagements,  that  their 
u  relations  were  fatisfied,  that  widows  had  made  provifion 
u  for  their  firfl  hufband’s  children  before  they  married  again, 
“  and  to  inftitute  whatever  other  enquiries  were  neceffary 

*  Gough,  p.  15 7. 
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u  for  keeping  all  things  clean  and  pure,  in  good  order  and 

righteoufnefs,  to  the  glory  of  God.’5 

Some  time  after  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings  were 
eftabliflied,  (viz.  in  the  year  1669)  it  was  found  expedient, 
and  agreed  upon,  to  hold  a  general  meeting  in  London,  re- 
prefentative  of  the  whole  body  in  England,  and  all  other 
parts  where  any  of  the  fociety  were  fettled;  which  has,  from 
that  time,  been  held  annually,  and  is  called  “  The  Yearly 
u  Meeting  in  London.”  It  is  formed  of  deputies  from  each 
quarterly  meeting  in  England,  and  from  the  half  year’s 
meetings  in  Ireland,  without  retraining  from  an  attendance 
any  member  in  unity  with  the  fociety.  Such  places  in  Eu¬ 
rope  and  America,  as  are  too  remote  conveniently  to  fend 
reprefentatives,  keep  up  a  correfpondence  with  this  meeting 
by  epiflles.  A  committee  of  correfpondence  in  London  and 
feveral  counties  and  other  places,  to  be  confuted  in  the  in¬ 
tervals  between  the  yearly  meetings,  upon  any  emergency, 
was  alfo  eftabl ifhed.  The  members  appointed  correfpondents 
in  London,  to  meet  the  fixth  day  in  every  week,  to  confult 
upon  fuch  matters  as  may  be  laid  before  them,  particularly 
my  fuffering  cafes  of  friends,  from  whence  it  is  called 
: 6  The  Meeting  for  Sufferings ,”  and  is  a  meeting  of  record. 

From  the  meetings  of  difeipline  no  members  of  the  fociety 
ire  excluded.  A  regular  record  of  all  their  proceedings  is 
cept  by  a  clerk,  who,  at  the  defire  of  the  meeting,  voluntarily 
mdertakes  the  office.  The  bufinefs  of  thefe  meetings  is 
^receded  by  a  folemn  meeting  of  worfhip.  An  enquiry, 
vhether  meetings  for  difeipline  and  worfhip  are  duly  at- 
ended,  the  prefervation  of  love  and  unity,  the  religious 
education  of  youth,  are  fome  of  the  leading  objefts  of  thefe 
iffociations.  Enquiries  are  alfo  made,  Whether  a  faithful 
md  chriftian  teftimony  is  borne  againft  the  receiving  or  pay- 
ng  tithes,  priefls’  demands,  or  thofe  called  church-rates? 
Vhether  friends  are  careful  to  avoid  all  vain  fports,  places 
>f  diverfion,  gaming,  and  all  unneceffary  frequenting  of  ale- 
loufes  or  taverns,  excefs  in  drinking,  and  intemperance  of 
very  kind?  Whether  friends  are  juft  in  their  dealings,  and 
mnftual  in  fulfilling  their  engagements,  and  are  advifed 
arefully  to  infpeft  the  ftate  pf  their  affairs  once  in  the  year? 
Vhether  early  care  be  taken  to  advife  and  deal  with  fuch  as 
vol.  iv.  l  l  appear 
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appear  inclinable  to  marry  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  fol 
ciety ;  and  whether  any  remove  from  or  into  monthly  or 
two-weekly  meetings  without  certificates?  And  whether 
two  or  more  faithful  friends  are  deputed  in  each  particular 
meeting  to  have  the  overfight  thereof ;  and  care  be  taken, 
when  any  thing  appears  amifs,  that  the  rules  of  their  difci- 
pline  be  put  in  praftice? 

This  fketch  of  the  difcipline  and  ecclefiafiica!  government 
of  this  lociety  cannot  fail  to  give  us  a  favourable  idea  of  the 
fpirit  and  principles  which  aftuate  it.  It  is  recommended  by 
the  method  and  regularity  which  mark  it:  and  it  is  a  great 
excellence  of  it,  that  it  is  dire&ed  to  the  encouragement  and 
promotion  of  good  morals,  of  a  peaceable,  upright,  and 
blamelefs  conduft  in  focial  life.  For  a  more  full  and  accurate 
view  of  its  nature  anddefign,  the  reader  maybe  referred  to 
a  long  and  judicious  dilquifition  on  it  in  Mr.  Gough' s  His¬ 
tory:*  which,  when  he  has  perufed,  he  will  determine  for 
himfelf,  whether  it  may  not  be  juftly  extolled,  as  “  bearing 
“  marks  of  a  peculiar  wifdomin  the  contrivance,  and  good- 
<c  nefs  of  heart  in  the  ends  in  view,  realized  in  the  beneficial 
tc  effects  it  then  had,  and  hath  fince  continued  to  produce.” 

The  quakers ,  befides  fupporting  a  feries  of  bufferings  with 
patience  and  fortitude,  diffeminating  their  principles,  through 
England,  Wales,  and  Scotland,  with  unabating  zeal,  and 
forming  their  fociety  upon  a  regular  plan  of  government, 
traverfed  the  Atlantick  ocean,  carried  their  fentiments  into 
America,  and  efiablilhed  themfelves  in  the  Weftern  conti¬ 
nent.  The  undertaking  was  arduous;  new  calamities  and 
perfecutions  awaited  them  in  new  countries. f  Their  pious 
efforts,  however,  were  eventually  fuccefsful  in  the  tranf- 
atlantick  regions.  The  brevity  we  muff  obferve,  does  not 
allow  us  to  go  here  into  particulars.  But  two  infiances  of 
their  zeal,  at  this  period,  to  propagate  their  doftrine  in  the 
foreign  parts  of  Europe,  were  of  lb  finguiar  a  nature  as  to 
call  for  particular  notice. 

About  the  year  1661  two  women,  Catharine  Evans  and 
Sarah  Cheevers ,  moved  with  a  religious  concern  to  diffufe 
their  principles,  took  their  paffage  in  a  fhip  bound  from 
London  to  Leghorn;  after  various  trials  and  fiorms  they  ar- 
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rived  at  that  city;  and,  during  their  day  in  it,  they  difperfed 
books,  explaining  the  doftrines  of  the  fociety,  and  difcourfed 
with  people  of  all  ranks,  numbers  of  whom  curiofity  da  ly 
drew  after  them:  and  here  they  met  with  no  molellation. 
They  failed  from  hence  in  a  Dutch  fhip  bound  to  Alexan¬ 
dria,  the  mailer  of  which  put  into  Malta.  Going  on  Ihore, 
the  day  after  their  arrival,  they  were  met  by  the  Englilh 
conful,  who  invited  them  to  his  houfe,  where  they  continued 
about  three  months.  They  were  vifited  by  many,  whom 
they  found  it  their  concern  to  call  to  repentance,  and  were 
repeatedly  fuinmoned  before  the  inquifitors,  whofe  inter¬ 
rogatories  they  anfw.ercd  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  give 
them  the  advantage  they  fought,  nor  to  refign  their  own 
principles  by  the  lead  compliance  with  the  fuperditious  and 
fhowy  religion  of  the  country.-  The  conful,  at  lad,  over¬ 
come  by  flattery,  menaces  and  bribery,  gave  up  his  gueds 
to  the  inquifitors,  who  would  not  venture  to  take  them  with¬ 
out  his  confent  or  acquiefcence.  Having  undergone  an  ex¬ 
amination,  which  they  fupported  with  limpidity  and  firm- 
nefs,  they  were  imprifoned  in  aclofe,  dark  room,  with  only- 
two  little  holes  for  light  and  air,  and  fo  extremely  hot  in  that 
warm  climate,  that  it  feerned  as  if  the  intention  of  the  inqui¬ 
fitors  was  to  difle  them  to  death.  This  imprifonment  laded 
three  or  four  years.  They  were  continually  befet  and  per¬ 
plexed  with  the  impertinences  of  monks  and  friars,  to  cajole 
or  terrify  them  into  their  fuperditions.  But  neither  flattery 
nor  menaces  could  pervert  thefe  innocent  women  from  their 
profefiion.  Upon  this  they  were  put  into  a  room  fo  ex¬ 
ceedingly  hot,  clofe,  and  fuffocating,  that  they  were  often 
forced  to  rife  out  of  their  bed,  to  lie  down  at  the  chink  of 
the  door  for  air  to  draw  breath;  their  faces  were  exceflively 
dung  by  gnats;  and,  fuch  was  theeffeft  of  the  heat  of  the 
room  and  the  climate,  their  ikin  was  parched,  their  hair  fell 
off,  and  they  frequently  fainted  away.  They  were  tempted, 
at  times,  to  wilhfor  death;  to  end  their  forrows.  Catharine 
Evans  fell  into  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  and  the  phyfician  faid  “  they 
“  mud  have  air,  or  elfe  they  would  die.”  On  this  the  door 
was  ordered  to  be  fet  open  fix  hours  in  the  day.  Soon  after 
they  were  feparated,  in  hope  that  an  impreffion  might  be 
made  on  their  minds,  if  they  were feparately  attacked;  but 

•*-  L  2  each 
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each  was  immoveable.  They  not  only  refilled  every  attempt 
to  draw  them  off  from  their  religious  profeffion  to  the  fuper- 
ffitions  of  popery;  but,  as  the  houfe  of  inquifition  was  re¬ 
building,  or  repairing  in  fome  parts,  for  the  fpace  of  a  year 
and  half,  they  embraced  the  opportunities  which  offered 
to  incite  the  people  to  repentance,  both  the  workmen  who 
were  obliging  to  them,  and  the  citizens  of  better  quality  who 
came  to  view  the  building.  The  apartment  of  Catharine 
being  near  the  Street,  (he  frequently  accoffed  with  admoni¬ 
tions  thofe  that  paffed  by,  many  of  whom  would  ffay  to  hear 
as  long  as  they  durft,  and  were  much  "'affeft ed.  After  en¬ 
during  the  feverities  of  an  imprifonment  in  the  inquifition 
upwards  of  three  years,  and  feveral  unfuccefsful  attempts  to 
procure  their  releafe,  George  Fox  engaged  the  friendly  and 
humane  interpofition  of  lord  Dy  Aubigny  with  the  magiftrates, 
whole  mediation  was  effeffual:  and  being  liberated  they  re¬ 
turned  to  England.  On  their  paffage  home,  a  paffenger, 
who  was  a  knight  of  Malta  and  the  inquifitor’s  brother,  in- 
tereffed  himfelf  with  the  captain,  to  fecure  them  every  ac¬ 
commodation  the  (hip  could  afford.  The  merchants  at 
Leghorn,  where  the  veffel  ftopt,  treated  them  with  great 
kindnefs,  and  fupplied  them  with  wine  and  other  articles  for 
their  refrefhment.  At  Tangier,  the  governor  courteoufly 
received  them,  and  wTould  have  given  them  money,  which 
they  declined  accepting,  though  they  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledged  his  kindnefs.  They  freely  addreffed  their  admoni¬ 
tions  to  him,  and  exhortations  to  amendment  of  life  to  the 
people  who  flocked  to  the  houfe  where  they  lodged.  Pre- 
vioufly  to  their  difcharge  from  Alexandria,  their  tried  in¬ 
tegrity  and  blamelefs  manners  had  made  impreflions  in  theif 
favour  both  on  the  magiftrates  and  the  inquifitor,  the  latter 
of  whom  relaxed  in  his  feverity,  and  granted  them  the  ufe 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  to  write  to  their  friends.* 

The  fufferings  of  thefe  women,  in  the  Angular  enterprize 
to  which  their  apprehensions  of  duty  animated  them,  fell 
Short  of  thofe  which  befel  twro  men  in  a  fimilar  undertaking: 
namely,  John  P  hilly  and  William  M'oore .  Thefe  perfons,  be¬ 
ing  in  Germany  with  other  friends,  in  the  beginning  of  1662 7 
felt  a  concern  to  proceed  into  Hungary,  and  to  vifit  the 

*  Gough,  vol.  iLp.  51 — 63. 
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liortcsche  brethren,  who  were  a  kind  of  baptifis, that  lived  in 
a  community,  hundreds  of  them  together  in  a  family,  having 
their  goods  and  poffeflions  in  common;  they  alfo  refuted  to 
fvvear  or  fight,  ihis  was  a  defign  attended  with  peculiar 
difficulties  and  perils:  as  it  would  lead  them,  on  a  long- 
journey,  through  a  traft  of  country  unknown  to  them,  and 
amongft  people"  differing  from  them  in  language,  in  fenti- 
ments,  and  in  manners.  But,  fuch  were  their  views  of  the 
obligations  lying  upon  them,  they  were  not  intimidated  by 
the  profpeft  of  difficulties,  and  actually  made  a  profperous 
journey  to  the  nearefl  body  of  that  people,  refiding  at 
Cufhart,  near  Prefburg,  where  they  were  pretty  hofpitably 
entertained,  and  difperfed  fome  religious  books,  which  they 
had  taken  for  that  purpofe.  From  hence  they  fet  off  for 
Pattock,  a  city  three  hundred  miles  farther  on  in  Upper 
Hungary,  and  accompanied  each  other  to  Comora  in  Schut, 
an  ifiand  in  the  Danube :  encompaffed  with  dangers  on  all 
hands  ;  on  the  one  fide  of  being  killed  by  the  Turks,  or  of 
being  put  to  death  at  Newhaufel,  according  to  the  practice 
of  that  garrifon  towards  thofe  who  were  found  there,  it 
being  tributary  to  the  Turks,  without  permiffion.  At  Co¬ 
in  or  a,  firft,  Moore  was  apprehended,  fearched  and  dripped, 
and  carried  to  the  guard  with  his  hands  and  feet  fhackled; 
and  an  infinuation  was  thrown  out,  that  he  fhould  be  roafted 
onafpit.  Philly  was,  afterwards,  apprehended  at  his  lod¬ 
gings.  They  were  committed  to  feparate  prifons;  Moore  to 
the  ftockhoufe,  and  Philly  to  a  room  appropriated  to  the 
inhuman  purpofe  of  putting  prifoners  to  the  rack.  On  the 
next  day  they  were  brought  before  the  inquifitor  to  be  exa¬ 
mined;  by  whom,  among  other  queftions,  they  were  alked,  if 
they  did  not  know  that  Catholicks  had  laws  to  burn  and  tor¬ 
ment  hereticks,  and  fuch  as  carried  fuch  books  as  they  had 
with  them?  To  which  Moore  warily  replied,  “  I  fhould  not 
<c  have  expected  fuch  dealings  among  good  chriffians.”  They 
Avere  for  eight  days,  repeatedly,  brought  to  examination, 
and  enfnaring  queffions  put  to  them,  as,  what  they  thought 
of  the  facrament;  to  which  Moore  replied,  the  fiejh  profit  eth 
little ,  it  is  the  fpirit  that  quickeneth .  This  inquifitor  was  fo 
ftrangely  unacquainted  with  the  feriptures,  that  in  afurprize 
he  applied  to  a  prieft  prefent,  “  Sir,  father,  how  is  that?” 

Who, 
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Who,  recollecting  himfelf,  faid,  6C  he  did  remember  fuch  an 
u  expreflion.”  rlhe  inquifitor  next  afked  him  if  he  would 
turn  catholick?  lo  whichhe  made  this  rational  reply;  u  If 
“  I  Ihould  do  lo  for  fear  or  favour  of  you,  the  Lord  not  re- 
“  quiring  it  of  me,  I  flaould  not  have  peace  in  my  confcience, 
and  the  difpleafure  of  the  Lord  would  be  more  intolerable 
“  than  yours;”  adding,  “  that  comp-ulfion  might  make  hy- 
pocrites,  but  not  chriftians,  as  it  did  not  change  the 
“  heart.” 

Alter  this  they  were  put  to  the  torture :  firrt,  their  thumbs 
were  fcrewed  to  extort  the  confeffion  of  fotne  crime,  and 
then  they  were  racked,  with  fuch  violence  in  the  cafe  of 
Moore ,  that  his  chin  was  clofe  to  his  bread,  and  his  mouth 
fo  clofed,  that  he  was  almod  choaked.  They  were  then 
threatened  with  death.  Philly ,  by  calling  out  to  the  gover¬ 
nor,  as  he  was  palling  in  his  coach,  obtained  fome  redrefs 
of  their  calamities;  and  they  were  allowed  to  earn  a  trifle, 
to  buy  bread,  by  working  at  the  wheel-barrow,  though 
often  their  wages  were  kept  back.  After  lixteen  weeks 
they  were  conveyed  in  chains,  by  a  waggon,  under  a  guard, 
to  general  Nadajh ,  the  Emperor's  lord  chamberlain.  They 
were  examined  before  him  and  feveral  lords  of  the  kingdom, 
fome  of  whom  feemed  affected  with  their  anfwers,  and  none 
objected  thereto.  They  were  fentenced,  however,  to  be 
burned,  if  they  would  not  embrace  the  popifh  religion; 
but  thefentence  was  not  executed;  and  a  prieft  was  fent  to 
convert  them.  Thefe  endeavours  proving  ineffectual,  they 
were  removed  to  a  place  within  about  five  German  miles  of 
Vienna,  wdiere  falling  into  the  hands  of  priefts,  their  perils 
became  aggravated:  they  were  again  fearched,  their  books 
and  papers  taken  away,  enfnaring  queftions  were  put  to 
them,  and  they  were  threatened  with  the  execution  of  va¬ 
rious  tortures  and  of  thefentence  of  death.  But  the  frauds 
and  menaces  of  their  perfecutors  were  fruftrated  by  the 
ftedfaffnefs  of  thefe  confeffors.  Manacles  were  then  put  on 
their  wriffs,  fo  fmall,  as  when  locked  by  main  force,  put 
them  to  extreme  pain.  They  were  thruft  into  a  narrow  hole’ 
with  fome  Turks,  that  were  prifoners,  where  they  had 
fcarcely  room  to  fit  down.  At  length  they  found  a  friend 
in  the  perfon  who  was  inverted  with  the  chief  civil  autho- 
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ntv  111  the  place,  whofe  difpofitions  to  pioteCfc  them  and  af¬ 
ford  them  relief,  were  much  ftrengthened  by  the  influence 
of  one  Adam  Bien ,  his  barber,  a  religious  man  who  had  been 
educated  among  x\\c  Hortcjchc  brethren.  I  he  pi  lefts  were 
reftrained  from  keeping  them  any  longer  in  their  hole  of  a 
prifon,  and  ufmg  them  with  the  cruelty  they  had  done  be¬ 
fore.  Thofe  who  had  diftinguiflied  themfelves  by  promoting 
malicious  infults,  endeavoured  to  ingratiate  themfelves;  and 
after  the  profpe&s  of  obtaining  their  liberty,  had  been  re¬ 
peatedly  clouded  over  by  the  ficknefs  of  the  governor,  or 
by  the  attention  he  had  been  induced  to  give  to  infatuations 
againft  them,  and  by  fome  renewed  fufferings  irom  the 
priefts  and  foldiers,  by  Adam  Bien! s  ftedfaft  friendfhip,  and 
perfevering  folicitations  in  their  favour,  they  were  releafed, 
September  1663.* 

Whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  of  the  prudence  of 
thefe  and  other  pious  perfons  belonging  to  the  fociety  of 
quakers ,  in  expofing  themfelves  to  fuch  perils,  without  pof- 
feffing  ordinary  or  fuper natural  means  of  fucceeding  in  their 
well-meant  efforts ;  the  patience, firmnefs,  and  fortitude,  which 
they  difplayed  under  the  moft  trying  circumftances,  muft  be 
allowed  fmgular  merit  and  praife.  Patience  and  meek  nets, 
indeed,  were  general  charafterifticks  of  this  people,  I  hey 
met  and  fupported  the  exertions  of  malicious  violence  and 
wanton  defpotifm  with  refigned  acquiefcence,  and  in  humble 
dependance  upon  divine  protection  and  fupport, without  faint¬ 
ing  in  their  minds. 

They  were  alfo  diftinguiflied,  from  the  beginning,  by 
their  charitable  regard  towards  each  other.  There  were 
fome  among  them,  who  were  not  only  examples  of  ftedfaft- 
nefs,  but  by  their  exhortations,  in  word  and  writing,  en¬ 
couraged  their  brethren  to  perfeverance.  In  the  time  of 
the  plague  they  were  exemplary  for  the  care  and  tendemefs, 
with  which  they  relieved  the  affliftion  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  their  friends,  whom  that  calamity  carried  oil. 
They  held  occafional  meetings  in  the  city  to  provide  for  the 
neceffities  of  the  poor;  and  when  the  number  of  objeCfs 
proved  too  many  for  the  men  to  affifl  by  thefe  meetings, 
they  called  upon  the  moft  grave  and  tender-hearted  of  their 

*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  63 — 83. 
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female  fiiends,  to  aid  them  in  the  offices  of  humanity,  who 
for  this  purpofe  met  once  a  week.  Not  the  refident  inhabi¬ 
tants  only  were  exercifed  in  this  care;  but  feveral,  as  George 
Whitehead,  Alexander  Parker,  JoJtah  Coale,  and  others,  came 
out  of  tile  country  to  London,  as  with  their  lives  in  their 
hands,  fupported  by  the  fentiments  of  faith  and  refignation, 
to  fufi’cr  with  their  friends  there,  whatever  might  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  befal  them,  to  {Lengthen  and  encourage  them  to  keep 
up  their  meetings,  to  edify  them  with  their  gifts,  and  to  vint 
and  comfort  the  lick  and  imprifoned.  And  through  all  they 
were  mercifully  preferved  from  the  infection,  and  from  im- 
prifonment  in  this  feafon  of  danger.* 

The  benevolence  of, their  minds  was  not  confined  to  the 
acts^  or  fraternal  regards  to  one  another,  in  the  feafon  of  ca¬ 
lamity  and  perfection,  but  took  a  wider  fcope.  Their  at- 
ten t! on  to  tncii  poor,  tnat  there  ffiould  he  no  beggar  amon°ff 
them,  nor  any  fen t  to  the  pariffi  for  relief;  and  to  afford 
the i  1  children  inftru&ion,  and  put  them  out  apprentices  to 
fuitable  trades,  hath  defervedly  attracted  notice,  and  com¬ 
manded  general  approbation.  They  have,  moreover,  ch ear¬ 
ful  ly  paid  tneir  quota  to  the  poor  of  their  refpeftive  pariffies, 
and  proper  objefts  of  any  denomination  have  been  relieved 
by  their  private  donations. f  It  frequently  happened  that 
juflices  and  military  officers,  on  coming  to  break  up  their 
general  meeting  at  Skipton,  when  they  faw  their  accounts  of 
their  collections  and  difburfements,  and  the  care  taken  that 
one  county  ffiould  help  another,  as  circumflances  might  re¬ 
quire,  have  been  obliged  to  commend  their  care,  and  have 
left  them  undiflurbed  in  the  exercife  of  the  laudable  objeft 
of  their  meeting.  The  poor  of  other  focieties  frequently 
gathering  in  crouds,  upon  thefe  occafions,  partook  of  their 
liberality; -for  it  was  their  cuftom,  after  the  meeting  was 
over,  to  fend  to  the  bakers  for  bread,  and  diftribute  a  loaf 
to  each,  how  many  foever  they  were.  J 

Our  fketch  of  the  hiftory  of  this  fociety  will  not  be  com¬ 
plete,  if  we  do  not  notice  fome  who  were  eminent  minifters 
in  it,  and  died  at  this  period. 

H  he  firft  to  be  mentioned  is  Richard  Hubberthorn ,  the  fon 
of  a  reputable  yeoman,  in  the  horth  of  Lancaffiire,  who, 

*  Gough,  vol.  ii,  p.  145,  1  jo.  f  Ibid.  p.  189,  J  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  432. 
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after  two  months  imprifonment,  through  the  effeft  of  the 
throng  of  prifoners,  and  the  vitiated  air  on  his  tender  con¬ 
stitution,  died  in  Newgate  on  the  17th  June,  1662.  He 
was  from  his  youth  inclined  to  piety,  Sobriety,  and  virtue. 
When  he  arrived  to  yegrs  of  maturity,  he  obtained  a  poll  in 
the  parliament’s  army;  and  preached  occafionally  to  the 
foldiers.  When  he  joined  the  fociety  of  the  quakers ,  he 
quitted,  agreeably  to  their  principle  of  peace,  his  military 
employment.  He  was  one  of  the  firft  minifters  of  this  fo¬ 
ciety.  His  ffature  was  low,  his  conftitution  infirm,  and 
his  voice  weak;  but  he  was  powerful,  able,  and  iuccefsful 
as  a  miniffer.  In  the  exercife  of  this  office  he  travelled,  in 
different  parts  of  the  nation,  for  the  fpace  of  nine  years. 
He  knew  his  feafon,  when  to  fpeak  and  when  to  be  Silent; 
when  he  fpoke,  he  delivered  himfelf  with  plainnefs  and  per¬ 
tinency  to  the  fubjeft  before  him.  He  was  a  man  of  much 
meeknefs,  humility,  patience,  and  brotherly  kindnefs;  and 
of  d iff  ingui died  equanimity,  neither  eafily  depreffed  in  ad- 
verfity,  nor  elated  in  profperity.  His  life  was  fpent  in  afts 
of  righteoufnefs  and  the  purfuit  of  peace,  of  which  his  lat¬ 
ter  end  exhibited  the  happy  effects,  the  peaceful  tenour  of 
his  confcience  ffripping  death  of  all  its  terrors,  and  in  the 
full  affurance  of  faith,  he  looked  forward  to  the  near  ap-* 
proach  of  future  happinefs. 

About  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fameprifon,  died,  in  the 
28th  year  of  his  age,  having  been  ten  years  a  zealous  and 
powerful  preacher,  Mr.  Edward  Burroughs  He  was  born 
in  or  near  Underbarrow,  a  village  in  the  barony  of  Kendal 
in  Weffmoreland,  of  parents  in  repute  for  their  honeff  and 
virtuous  conduct,  and  of  competent  fubftance.  His  puerile 
years  exhibited  proofs  of  manly  fenfe  and  religious  thought- 
fulnefs.  He  was  fond  of  the  converfation  of  Such  as  were 
in  efteem  for  piety,  and  placed  his  fatisfaftion  in  pending 
the  feriptures,  in  which  he  was  well  verfed.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  epifcopal  way  of  worfhip ;  but,  about  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  began  to  frequent  the  meetings  of  the 
prefbyterians,  till  he  was  feventeen.  He  then  became  pof- 
feffed  with  ferious  apprehensions  of  great  deficiency  in  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  internal  purity  of  heart,  and  felt 
confiderable  uneafmefs  and  fear;  and9diffati&fied  with  the  doc¬ 
trine 
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trine  he  heard,  as  refulting,  in  his  view,  from  mere  fpccu- 
lation  and  the  experience  of  others,  and  not  the  fruit  of  their 
own  experience,  he  withdrew  from  the  teachers  of  it.  On 
George  Fox's  coming  into  the  parts  where  he  refided,  he 
went  to  hear  him  preach,  and  afterwards  entered  into  rea- 
foning  with  him  upon  religious  fubjects.  The  confequence 
was,  that  he  joined  the  fociety  of  the  quakers ,  in  which  he 
became  a  molt  ferviceable  member  and  eminent  minifter. 
On  forming  this  connection,  his  relations  difearded  him,  his 
father  expelled  him  from  his  houfe,  and  he  felt  himfelf  ex- 
pofed  to  many  hardfhips,  all  which  evils  he  bore  with  ex- 
emplary  patience.  His  laborious  exertions,  both  by  wrord 
and  writing,  were  indefatigable,  and  his  religious  exercifes 
as  a  preacher  were  the  whole  bufmefs  of  his  life;  he  allowed 
himfelf  few  hours  of  repole,  and  did  not  appropriate  one 
week  at  a  time,  for  many  years,  to  himfelf  or  his  private 
concerns.  He  travelled  through  England,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
and  F  'landers;  but  the  principal  field  of  his  minifterial  la¬ 
bours  was  London.  As  he  was  preaching  at  the  meeting  at 
Bull-and-Mouth’,  he  was  violently  taken  down  by  the  fol- 
diers,  and  carried  before  alderman  Brown ,  who  committed 
him  to  Newgate.  Some  weeks  after  he  was  brought  to 
trial  at  the  Old-Bailey,  fined  by  the  court  twenty  marks, 
and  condemned  to  lie  inprifon  till  he  paid  the  fine,  which 
amounted  to  perpetual  imprifonment,  as  the  principles  of 
the  quakers  led  them  to  confider  a  voluntary  and  aftive  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  penalty  as  a  tacit  confeflion  of  guilt.  A 
ipecial  order  from  the  king  was  lent  to  the  flieriffs  for  his 
releafe,  and  that  of  fome  other  prisoners,  but  the  magiftrates 
of  the  city  found  means  to  prevent  the  execution  of  it.  He 
met  his  diffolution,  brought  on  by  difeafe  and  imprifonment^ 
with  the  confolatory  review  of  a  life  fpent  in  the  fervice  of 
his  Creator.  “  I  have  had  the  tefiimony  of  the  Lord’s  love 
“  unto  me,”  faid  he,  cc  from  my  youth;  and  my  heart,  O 
u  Lord,  hath  been  given  up  to  do  thy  will.  I  have  preached 
<c  the  gofpel  freely  in  this  city,  and  have  often  given  up  my 
“  life  for  the  gofpel  fake;  and  now,  O  Lord,  rip  open  my 
<c  heart,  and  fee  if  it  be  not  right  before  thee.”  As  his  dift 
folution  drew  nigh,  he  faid,  cc  Though  this  body  of  clay 
muft  turn  to  dull,  yet  I  have  a  tefiimony  that  I  have  ferved 

—  . ,  “  God 
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«  God  faithfully  in  my  generation;  and  that  fpirit  that  hath 
“  lived,  and  afted,  and  ruled  in  me,  {hall  yet  break  forth 

in  thoufands.” 

Another  zealous  preacher  among  this  people  was  William 
Ames ,  who  travelled  in  the  work  of  the  minidry  not  in 
England  only,  but  much  in  Ido  land  and  Germany,  where 
feveral  were  convinced  by  him,  efpecially  in  the  Palatinate. 
Thefe  Palatines, removing  foon  after  to  Pennfylvania,efcaped 
the  general  devaluation  of  their  country  by  the  French, 
which  happened  foon  after.  Ames  was,  at  fird,  after  his 
mind  took  a  ferious  turn,  a  teacher  among  the  baptijh ;  he 
was  alfo  a  military  officer  in  Cromwell' s  army  in  Ireland,  in 
which  pod,  being  drift  and  regular  in  his  own  conduft,  he 
exerted  himfelf  to  introduce  and  preferve  the  like  regularity 
among  the  foldiers  under  his  command  by  a  drift  diicipline. 
Francis  Howgill  and  Edward  Burroughs  coming  into  Ireland,, 
he  went  to  hear  them  and  embraced  their  doftrine.  He  and 
feveral  others  were  afterwards  taken,  by  two  mufqueteers, 
out  of  a  private  houfein  London,  forced  to  Paul’s  Church¬ 


yard,  where  they  were  derided  and  abufed  by  the  foldiers, 
and  afterwards  taken  before  alderman  Brown ,  who  commit¬ 
ted  them  to  hard  labour  in  Bridewell.  Here  they  were  fo 
feverely  treated,  that  Ames  grew  dan geroudy  ill ;  and  being 
an  inhabitant  of  Amderdam,  he  was  difeharged  for  fear  of 
his  dying  in  p'rifon.  He  returned,  upon  his  releafe,  to  this 
city,  and  fupported  himfelf  by  wool-combing,  butfo  injured 
in  his  health,  that  he  never  recovered,  but  died  within  the 
current  year  1662.* 

Near  theclofe  of  the  year  1663,  John  Audland,  a  native 
of  Camfgill  in  Wedmoreland,  was  taken  off  by  a  confump- 
tion,  in  an  early  dage  of  life.  When  a  child,  he  difeovered 
a  quick  underdanding  and  retentive  memory.  As  he  ap¬ 
proached  a  date  of  maturity,  he  applied  the  attention  of  his 
mind  to  religious  thought  and  to  reading  the  feriptures,  and 
became  an  eminent  teacher  amongd  the  Independents ,  of 
whom  he  had  a  very  numerous  auditory.  He  was  one  of  the 
principal  preachers  at  Firbank  chapel,  at  the  time  when 
George  Fox  had  a  memorable  meeting  there,  and  became  a 
’convert  to  his  doftrine,  which  he  afterwards  zealoufly  and 


*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  2 — .15, 
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ably  exerted  himfelf  to  difleminate,  travelling  through  lundry 
parts  orth  nation  with  this  view;  foregoing  the  comforts 
of  domeftick  life,  and  feparating  himfelf,  with  her  confent, 
trom  his  wife,  who  entered  into  his  views,  a  virtuous  and 
well-accomplifhed  young  woman,  of  a  good  family,  to  whom 
he  was  married  about  the  twentieth  year  of  his  age.  He  was 
one  of  the  earlieft  preachers  of  this  perfuafion,  who  vifited 
the  city  of  Briftol  and  the  Weftern  counties.  The  number 
of  his  hearers  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree  in  that  place,  that, 
for  want  of  a  houfe  large  enough,  the  meetings  were  fre¬ 
quently  held  in  an  orchard.  He  was  a  partaker  with  his 
brethren  in  repeated  imprifonments  and  ahufes  of  his  perfon. 
His  fufferings  and  exertions  were  beyond  his  ftrength,  and 
brought  on  a  cough,  which  appeared  confumptive,  and  finally 
terminated  in  a  flow  fever,  that  put  a  period  to  his  life  at  the 
age  of  thirty-four  years.  He  was  not  only  preferved  in  peace¬ 
ful  ferenity  of  mind  at  this  folemn  feafon,  but  at  times  filled 
even  with  joy  at  the  profpeft  of  his  approaching  felicity;  un¬ 
der  the  impreflion  whereof  his  foul,  under  extreme  bodily 
weaknefs,  was  raifed  up  in  praife  to  the  Almighty,  and  in 
prayer  for  the  profperity  of  his  friends  in  righteoufnefs.* 

In  1 667,  after  about  fifteen  years  fpentin  afting  and  dif¬ 
fering  for  thofe  doctrines  he  had  received  for  truth,  died 
Richard  Farnfworth ,  exhorting  his  friends  were  affe&ing 
energy  and  ftrength  of ftpirit,  as  if  he  were  in  full  health,  and 
giving  evidence  of  his  full  aflurance  of  faith.  He  was  one 
of  the  firft  who  embraced  the  principles  of  George  Fox ,  foon 
after  his  releafe  from  his  imprifonment  at  Derby,  while  the 
name  quaker  was  but  juft  known.  He  joined  him  in  fociety 
and  minifterial  labours,  and  many  were  converted  by  him. 
For  not  pulling  off  his  hat  to  a  juftice  of  peace  in  the  ftreets 
of  Banbury,  in  1656,  he  was,  after  the  juftice  had  ftruck  it 
off  in  paflion,  fent  for  and  committed  to  prifon.  Next  day, 
when  paflion  fubfided,  his  releafe  was  offered  him  on  paying 
the  jailor’s  fees,  and  promifing  to  leave  the  town  that  night. 
He  would  promife  nothing,  knowing  that  he  had  been  il¬ 
legally  committed.  The  oath  of  abjuration  wra$  then  ten¬ 
dered  to  him,  and  on  his  refufing  it,  he  was  recommitted 
to  prifon,  where  he  layabout  fix  months.-)* 

*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  83 — 88,  f  Ibid.  p.  222,  23. 
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In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1668  and  the  beginning  of 
the  next,  this  ioclety  was  deprived  of  three  eminent  and 
ferviceable  members  j  T hojuus  Loc ,  CjOuIc ,  and  I  vun- 

cis  Howgill.  x  ,  „ 

Thomas  Loe  was  a  man  of  fine  natural  temper,  eafy,  attable 

and  pleafing  in  converfation,  benevolent  and  fympathifing 
in  his  difpofition.  He  travelled  on  foot  through  the  greatelb 
part  of  the  nation,  and  vifited  Ireland  feveral  times.  His  gifts 
were  attractive,  and  he  had  generally  crowded  audiences. 
He  was  feveral  times  imprifoned  for  his  teftimony,  and  his  na¬ 
tural  ftrength  was  impaired  by  his  travels  and  labours.  His. 
convert,  William  Pcwi^  vifited  him  in  his  laft  ficknefs,  whom 
he  addrefled  thus:  “  Bear  thy  crofs  and  hand  faithful  to 
“  God,  then  he  will  give  thee  an  everlafting  crown  of  glory 
«  that  {ball  not  be  taken  from  thee.  There  is  no  other  way 
which  fhall  profper  than  that  which  the  holy  men  of  old 
“  walked  in.  God  hath  brought  immortality  to  light, 
“  and  life  immortal  is  felt.  His  love  overcomes  my  heart. 
<c  Glory  be  to  his  name  for  evermore.”  He  accofted  others 
with  fimilar  fentiments;  and  his  parting  breath  expreffed  a 
fong  of  praife  to  that  Almighty  Being,  whofe  goodnefs  pre- 
ferved  him  through  life,  and  deferted  him  not  in  his  end.f 
Jofiah  Coale  was  born  at  Winterborne,  Gloucefterfhire, 
near  Briftol,  and  received  his  impreflipns  in  favour  of  the 
quakers1  doftrine  under  the  preaching  of  JohnAudland,  about 
the  year  1655.  He  proved  an  able  and  zealous  minifter:  hisf 
teftimony  was  (harp  and  piercing  againft  the  workers  of  ini¬ 
quity,  while  it  flowed  in  a  ftream  of  life  and  encouraging 
confolation  to  the  pious  and  virtuous.  In  1656,  after  having 
been  firft  grievoufly  abufed  by  the  populace,  and  dragged 
bare-headed  under  the  fpouts  in  a  time  of  rain,  he  was  im¬ 
prifoned  in  Newgate,  at  Briftol.  In  the  fame  year,  he  was, 
with  three  other  friends,  feverely  abufed  and  beaten  by  the 
mob,  and  then  committed  to  prifon  by  the  mayor,  at  Mel- 
comb-Regis.  In  1658,  a  fenfe  of  duty  determined  him  to 
pay  a  religious  vifit  to  the  Englifh  colonies  in  America.  As 
no  mailer  of  a  {hip  would  take  him  to  New-England,  for 
fear  of  the  penalties  enafted  in  that;  ftate  againft:  fuch  as 
fnould  bring  in  any  quakers ,  he  got  a  paflage,  in  company 
f  Gough,  p.  229 — 231,  and  vol,  i,  p.  31S,  19. 
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"ivitu  Thomas  Thirjion ,  to  Virginia;  from  whence  they  made 
their  way  on  foot  through  a  wildernefs  of  feveral  hundred 
miles,  till  then  deemed  impaflable  for  any  but  the  Indians. 
By  thefe  people,  of  the  Sufquehannah  tribe,  they  were 
treated  with  remarkable  attention  and  hofpitality,  entertained 
with  lodging  and  provifions,  and  furnilhed  with  guides  to 
the  Dutch  plantations,  lheir  journey  was,  however,  at¬ 
tended  with  great  hardlhips  and  dangers.  They  met  with 
very  different  treatment  from  the  lofty  profeffors*  of  New- 
England,  whofe  tempers  were  embittered,  whofe  natural 
tendernefs  and  compaffion  were  eradicated  by  falfe  principles 
of  religion.  Here  Coale  was  violently  haled  out  and  fen t  to 
prifon,  and  fometime  after  banilhed  to  Maryland.  He  tra¬ 
velled  through  this  Hate  and  Barbadoes;  and,  in  Europe, 
through  mod  parts  of  England,  in  Holland,  and  the  Low 
Countries;  going  through  many  perils,  imprifonments,  and 
perfecutions,  valiant  in  what  he  regarded  as  the  caufe  of 
truth,  undaunted  in  danger,  and  borne  above  the  fear  of 
man  by  the  fupports  of  a  peaceful  confcience.  He  not  only 
in  his  travels  bore  his  own  charges  abroad,  but  was  an  ex¬ 
emplary  pattern  of  liberality  at  home,  and  freely  fpent  his 
eftate  in  the  fervice  to  which  he  devoted  himfelf.  His  natu¬ 
ral  temper  was  chearful,  religion  tempered  it  with  feriouf- 
nefs;  his  unaffefted  affability  was  mixed  with  a  circumfpect 
and  exemplary  deportment;  his  whole  converfation  illuf- 
trated  the  purity  of  his  religion,  and  was  an  ornament  to  his 
profeffion.  After  minifterial  fervices  of  twelve  years,  he 
fell  into  a  decline,  and  departed  in  the  arms  of  his  friends, 
as  one  falling  into  a  deep  lleep,  full  of  confolation,  exhort¬ 
ing  others  to  “  be  faithful  to  God,  and  have  a  fingle  eye  to 
“  his  glory,”  expreffing  his  own  confidence  that  “  the  ma- 
“  jefly  of  God  was  with  him,  and  his  crown  of  life  upon 
“  him,”  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years  and  two  months.* 

The  laft  perfon  to  be  noticed  is  Francis  Howgill ,  a  prin¬ 
cipal  as  well  as  early  promulgator  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
quakers ,  and  a  valuable  member  of  their  community.  He 
was  a  native  of  Weftmoreland,  and  received  his  education, 
for  the  priefts’  office  in  the  church,  at  the  univerfity ;  but, 
being  fcrupulous  of  complying  with  the  ceremonies,  he  with¬ 
drew  from  the  national  church,  and  joined  the  Independents, 

*  Gough,  vol.ii.  p.  231 — 236.  and 
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and  was  an  eminent  preacher  amongft  them,  laborious  and 
zealous  as  a  minifler,  and  efteemed  for  his  virtue  and  exem¬ 
plary  converfation.  In  1652,  he  became  a  profelyte  to  the 
doctrines  of  George  Fox ,  on  hearing  him  at  Firbank  chapel. 
He  was,  foon  after  this,  fent,  with  James  Naylor ,  to  the 
gaol  at  Appleby.  In  1654,  he  and  Edward  Burroughs  in 
company  with  Anthony  Pearfon ,  travelled  to  Lpndon,  and 
were  the  firft  of  this  fociety  who  held  meetings  in  that  city, 
and  by  whofe  preaching  many  there  were  brought  over  to 
the  fame  profeffion.  While  he  was  there,  he  went  to  court 
to  intercede  with  Oliver  Cromwell ,  that  a  hop  might  be  put 
to  the  perfecution  of  the  members  of  his  fociety,  and  he 
wrote  alfio  to  the  proteftor,  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  in  a  plain 
and  bold  drain,  but  without  any  good  effefts.  It  does  not 
appear,  that  they  met  with  any  perfonal  moleflations  in  the 
metropolis ;  and  when  they  had  gathered  and  fettled  meet¬ 
ings  there,  they  went  to  Briftol.  Multitudes  flocked  to  hear 
them,  and  many  embraced  their  doftrine.  The  clergy  were 
alarmed,  and  they  were  fummoned  before  the  magistrates, 
and  were  commanded  to  leave  the  city  immediately.  To 

this  order  theyanfwered:  “  We  came  notin  the  will  of  man, 

*  * 

“  nor  hand  in  the  will  of  man,  but  when  he  (hall  move  us 
“  to  depart  who  moved  us  to  come  hither,  we  (hall  obey; 
cc  we  are  free-born  Englilhmen,  and  have  ferved  the  com- 
“  monwealth  faithfully,  being  free  in  the  fight  of  God  from 
“  the  tranfgreffion  of  any  law:  to  your  commandments  we 
u  cannot  be  obedient;  but  if  by  violence  you  put  us  out  of 
<€  the  city,  and  have  power  to  do  it,  we  cannot  refill. 7> 
Having  faid  this,  they  went  out  of  the  court,  but  tarried  in 
the  city,  preaching  as  before,  for  feme  time.*  In  1663, 
Francis  Howgill  was  fummoned  before  the  juflices,  as  he  was 
in  the  market-place  at  Kendal  on  his  bufinefs;  and,  for  re¬ 
filling  the  oath  of  allegiance,  was  committed  to  prifon  till 
the  fummer  affizes,  at  which  the  oath  was  again  tendered  to 
him,  and  upon  refund  an  indictment  was  drawn  up  againd 
him,  which  he  t  raver  fed.  But  as  he  would  not  enter  into 
bond  for  his  good  behaviour,  which  he  confidered  as  a  tacit 
acquiefcence  in  the  charge  of  ill-behaviour,  and  a  bar  to  at¬ 
tendance  on  meetings,  lie  was  recommitted  to  prifon.  At  the 
fpring  affizes  he  was  brought  to  his  trial;  when,  under  a 

*  Gough,  vol.  i.  p.  ii2.  126,  144,  &c. 

rigorous 
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rigorous  fentence  of  pncrtiunire,  he  was  fent  back  to  the 
prifon,  where  he  remained,  till  releafed  by  death,  for  nearly 
five  years,  deprived  of  every  comfort  and  convenience  his 
perfecutors  could  take  from  him.  He  died,  after  a  ficknefs 
of  nine  days,  the  20th  of  January,  1688-9.  During  his 
confinement  he  evidenced  the  peaceful  and  even  tenour  of 
his  foul  by  his  patience;  and  preferved  to  the  lafl  an  amiable 
equanimity,  which  had  characterized  him  through  life,  the 
ferenityof  his  confcienee  bearing  him  fuperior  to  his  fufferings 
and  to  the  fear  of  death.  He  wrote  a  copious  treatife  againfl 
oaths,  wherein  he  maintained  the  unlawfulnefs  of  fwearing 
tinder  the  gofpel.  His  virtues,  innocence,  and  integrity  of 
life,  were  confpicuous.  He  was  generally  refpeCted  by  thofc 
who  knew  him ;  his  bufferings  were  commiferated ;  and  the 
unmerited  enmity  and  cruelty  of  his  perfecutors  condemned. 
Several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Appleby,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  the  mayor,  vifited  him  in  his  ficknefs;  and  fome  of 
them  praying  that  God  might  fpeak  peace  to  his  foul,  he 
anfwered,  “  He  hath  done  it.”  He  alfo  expreffed  himfelf 
thus:  “  That  he  was  content,  and  ready  to  die  ;  praifing  the 
cc  Almighty  for  the  many  fweet  enjoyments  and  refrefhing 
“  feafons  he  had  been  favoured  with  on  that  his  prifon  bed, 
u  whereon  he  lay,  freely  forgiving  all  who  had  an  hand  in 
his  reftraint.”  A  few  hours  before  he  departed,  he  faid, 
“  I  have  fought  the  way  of  the  Lord  from  a  child,  and  lived 
“  innocently  as  among  men;  and  if  any  enquire  concerning 
<c  my  latter  end,  let  them  know,  that  I  die  in  the  faith  in 
Ci  which  I  lived  and  fuffered  for.”  After  thefe  words,  he 
uttered  fome  others  in  prayer  to  God,  and  fo  finiflied  his 
life  in  perfeft  peace,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Gough  has  preferved  a  letter  of  ufeful  inftruftions, 
addrelTed  to  his  daughter,  which  he  left  behind  him.  His 
will,  made  fome  time  before  his  deceafe,  bequeathed  out  of 
his  real  eftate,  his  perfonal  having  been  forfeited  to  the 
king,  a  legacy  to  his  poor  friends  in  thofe  parts  where  he 
lived,  and  a  token  of  his  affeftionate  remembrance  to  feveral 
of  his  brethren  and  fellow-labourers  in  the  miniftry.* 

*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  31,  96—108,  and  236 — 241. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


From  the  Kings  Declaration  of  Indulgence  to  the 
Popifn  Plot  in  the  Tear  1678. 

— 1672. — 


HE  French  king  having  prevailed  with  the  Englilli  court. 


I  to  break  the  triple  alliance,  and  make  war  with  the 
Dutch,  publilhed  a  declaration  at  Paris,-  fignifying  that  he 
could  not,  without  diminution  of  his  glory,  any  longer  dif- 
leinble  the  indignation  raifed  in  him,  by  the  unhandfome 
carriage  of  the  ftates-general  of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
therefore  proclaimed  war  againft  them  both  by  fea  and  land. 
In  the  beginning  of  May,  he  drew  together  an  army  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  with  which  he  took  the 
principal  places  in  Flanders,  and  with  a  rapid  fury  overran 
‘he  greatelt  part  of  the  Netherlands.  In  the  beginning  of 
July  he  took  pofl’eflion  of  Utrecht,  a  city  in  the  heart  of 
:he  United  Provinces, where  he  held  his  court,  and  threatened 
:o  befiege  Amfterdam  itfelf.  In  this  extremity  the  Dutch 
opened  their  iluices,  and  laid  a  great  part  of  their  country 
mder  water;  the  populace  rofe,  and  having  obliged  the 
hates  to  elect  the  young  prince  of  Orange  ftadtholder,  they 
ell  upon  the  two  brothers  Cornelius  and  John  de  Wit,  their 
ate  penfionary,  and  tore  them  to  pieces  in  a  barbarous  man- 
ler.  The  young  prince,  who  was  then  but  twenty-two  years 
>ld,  ufed  all  imaginable  vigilance  and  aftivity  to  fave  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  country;  and  like  a  true  patriot  declared,  he 
could  die  in  the  laft  dyke,  rather  than  become  tributary  to 
ny  foreign  power.  At  length  their  allies  came  to  their  affift- 
nce,_  when  the  young  prince ,  like  another  Scipio,  abandon - 
lg  his  own  country,  befieged,  and  took  the  important  town 
f  Bonne,  which  opened  a  paflage  for  the  Germans  into 
landers,  and  (truck  fuch  a  furprize  into  the  French,  whofe 
nemies  were  now  behind  them,  that  they  abandoned  all  their 
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conquefts  in  Holland,  except  Maeftricht  and  Grave,  with  as 
much  precipitance  as  they  had  made  them. 

Thefe  rapidconqueftsof  the  Frenchopened  people’s  mouths 
againft  the  court,  and  raifed  fuch  difcontents  in  England,  that 
his  majefty  was  obliged  to  iflue  out  his  proclamation,  to  fup- 
prefs  all  unlawful  and  undutiful  converfation,  threatening  a 
l'evere  profecution  of  fuch  who  Ihould  fpread  falfe  news,  or 
intermeddle  with  affairs  of  ftate,  or  promote  fcandal  againft 
liis  majefty’s  counfellors,  by  their  common  difcourfe  in  coffee- 
houfes,  or  places  of  publick  refort.  Fie  was  obliged  alfo  to 
continue  the  Exchequer  lhut  up,  contrary  to  his  royal  pro- 
mife,  and  to  prorogue  his  parliament  till  next  year,  which 
he  forefaw  would  be  in  a  flame  at  their  meeting. 

During  this  interval  of  parliament,  the  declaration  of  in¬ 
dulgence  continued  in  force,  and  the  diflenters  had  reft; 
when  the  prefbyterians  and  independents,  to  fliew  their 
agreement  among  themfelves,  as  well  as  to  fupport  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  reformation  againft  the  prevailing  errors  of 
popery,  focinianifm,  and  infidelity,  fet  up  a  weekly  lefture 
at  Pinner’ s-hall,  in  Broad-ftreet,  on  Tuefday  mornings,  under 
the  encouragement  of  the  principal  merchants  and  tradefmen 
of  their  perfuafion  in  the  city.  Four  prefbyterians  were 
joined  by  two  independents  to  preach  by  turns,  and,  to  give 
it  the  greater  reputation,  the  principal  minifters  for  learning 
and  popularity  were  chofen  as  lecturers;  as  Dr.  Bates ,  Dr. 
Manion,  Dr.  Owen,  Mr.  Baxter,  Mr.  Collins,  Jenkins,  Mead, 
and  afterwards  Mr.  Alfop,  Howe,  Cole,  and  others and 
though  there  were  fome  little  mifunderftandings  at  their  firft 
petting  out,  about  fome  high  points  of  Cahinifm,  occafioned 
by  one  of  Mr.  Baxter's  firft  fermons,  yet  the  lecture  continued 
in  this  form  till  the  year  1695,  when  it  fplit  upon  the  fame 
rock,  occafioned  by  the  reprinting  Dr.  Criff  s  works.  The 
four  prefbyterians  removed  to  Salter’s-hall,  and  fet  up  a 
lefture  on  the  fame  day  and  hour.  The  two  independents 
remained  at  Pinner’s-hall,  and  when  there  was  no  profpeft  of 
an  accommodation,  each  party  filled  up  their  numbers  out  of 
their  refpective  denominations,  and  they  are  both  fubfifting 
to  this  day.  * } 

Among  the  puritan  divines  who  died  this  year,  bifhop 

Wilkins  deferves  the  firft  place  ;  he  was  born  at  I  awfly  in 

Northamp- 
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Northamptonftiire,  in  the  houfe  of  his  mother’s  father,  Mr. 
J.Dod  the  decalogift,  in  the  year  1614,  and  educated  in 
Magdalen-hall  under  Mr.  Tombes.  *  He  was  fome  time  war¬ 
den  of  Wadham  college,  Oxford,  and  afterwards  mailer  of 
Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  was  deprived  at  the 
reftoration,  though  he  conformed.  He  married  a  filer  of 
the  protestor's  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  complied  with  all  the 
changes  of  the  late  times,  being,  as  Wood  obferves,  always 
puritanically  affeSted;  but  for  his  admirable  abilities,  and 
extraordinary  genius,  he  had  fcarce  his  equal.  He  was 
made  biiliop  of  Cheiler  1668;  and  furely;  fays  Mr.  Eachard, 
the  court  could  not  have  found  out  a  man  of  greater  inge¬ 
nuity  and  capacity,  or  of  more  univerfal  knowledge  and 
underftanding  in  all  parts  of  polite  learning.  Archbilhop 
Tillotfon,  and  biiliop  Burnet ,  who  were  his  intimates,  give 
him  the  higheit  encomium ;  as,  that  he  was  a  pious  chrif- 
tian,  an  admirable  preacher,  a  rare  mathematician,  and  me¬ 
chanical  philofopher ;  and  a  man  of  as  great  a  mind,  as  true 
judgment,  as  eminent  virtues,  and  of  as  great  a  foul,  as  any 
they  ever  knew.  He  was  a  perfon  of  univerfal  charity,  and 
moderation  of  fpirit;  and  was  concerned  in  all  attempts 
for  a  comprehenfion  with  thedi  ffenters.  He  died  of  the  hone 
in  Dr.  <Tillotf'm,s,  houfe  in  Chancery-lane,  Nov.  19,  1672, 
in  the  59th  year  of  his  age.  * 

Mr. y of eph  Caryl,  M.  A.  the  ejected  miniiler  of  St.  Magnus, 
London-bridge,was  born  of  genteel  parents  in  London,  1"  602, 
educated  in  Exeter  college,  and  afterwards  preacher  of  Lin- 
coln’s-inn ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  aflembly  of  divines,  and 
afterwards  one  of  the  tryers  for  approbation  of  minifters;  in 
all  which  ftations  he  appeared  a  man  of  great  learning,  piety 
and  modefty.  He  was  fent  by  the  parliament  to  attend  the 
king  at  Holmby-houfe,  and  was  one  of  their  commiflioners 
in  the  treaty  of  the  Ifle  of  M/ight.  After  his  ejectment  in 
1662,  he  lived  privately  in  London,  and  preached  to  his 
congregation  as  the  times  would  permit;  he  was  a  mode¬ 
rate  independent,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  learned 


expofition  upon  the  book  of  yob. -j-  He  died  univerfally  la- 


f  This  work .was  printed  in  two  volumes  folio,  conlifting  of  upwards  of 
eoo  meets:  and  there  was  alfo  an  edition  in  twelve  volumes  4to.  “  One 
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mentedbyall  his  acquaintance  February  7,  1672-3,  and  in 
the  feventy-firft  year  of  his  age.* 

Mr.  Philip  Nye ,  M.  A.  was  a  divine  of  a  warmer  fpirit:  he 
was  born  of  a  genteel  family  1596,  and  was  educated  in 
Magdalen  college, f  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degrees. 
In  1630  he  was  curate  of  St.  Michael’s  Cornhill,  and  three  - 
years  after  fled  frombifliop  Laud's  perfecution  into  Holland, 
but  returned  about  the  beginning  of  the  long  parliament, 
and  became  minifter  of  Kimbolton  in  Huntingdonfliire.  He 
was  one  of  the  diflenting  brethren  in  the  affembly,  one  of 
the  fryers  in  the  pspte&or’s  time,  and  a  principal  manager 
of  the  meeting  of  the  congregational  meflengers  at  the  Savoy. 
He  was  a  great  politician,  infomuch  that  it  was  debated  in 
council,  after  the  reftoration,  whether  he  fhould  not  be 
excepted  for  life;  and  it  was  concluded,  that  if  he  fhould 
accept  or  exercife  any  office  eccleflaftical  or  civil,  he  fhould, 
to  all  intents  and  purpofes  in  law,  (land  as  if  he  had  been  to¬ 
tally  excepted.  He  was  ejefted  from  St.  Bartholomew  behind 
the  Exchange,  and  preached  privately,  as  opportunity  of¬ 
fered,  to  a  congregation  of  diflenters  till  the  prefent  year, 
when  he  died  in  the  month  of  September,  about  feventy- 
fix  years  old,  and  lies  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Michael’s 
Cornhill,  leaving  behind  him  the  chara&er  of  a  man  of 
uncommon  depth,  and  of  one  who  was  feldom  if  ever 
out-reached.  | 

When  the  king  met  his  parliament  Feb.  4,  1673,  after  z 

recefs  of  a  year  and  nine  months,  he  acquainted  them  with 

the  reafonablenefs  and  neceflity  of  the  war  with  the  Dutch, 

and  having  alked  a  fupply,  told  them,  44  he  had  found  the 

44  good  effcft  of  his  indulgence  to  dijfenters ,  but  that  it  was 
% 

.  .  .  /'  <  :  •  -f  ^ 

“  juft  remark,”  fays  Mr.  Granger ,  tc  has  been  made  on  its  utility,  that  it  is 
**  a  very  fufficient  exercife  for  the  virtue  of  patience,  which  it  was  chiefly 
gt  intended  to  iinculcate  and  improve.”  Granger’s  Hift.  of  England, 
vcl.  iii.  p.  313.  8vo.  note.  Ed. 

*  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  7.  Palmer’s  Noncon.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  121. 
f  Mr.  Nye  was  entered  a  commoner  of  Brazen-Nofe,  July  1615,  aged 
about  nineteen  years  ;  but  making  no  long  flay  there,  he  removed  to  Mag¬ 
dalen  hall,  not  Magdalen  college.  Dr.  Grey;  and  Wood’s  Athen.  Oxon, 
t©1.  ii.  p.  568.  Ed. 

|  Calamy,  vol.  ii,  p.  29,  Palmer,  vol.  i.  p.  86. 
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<c  a  miftake  in  thofe  who  faid,  more  liberty  was  given  to 
<c  papifts  than  others,  becaufe  they  had  only  freedom  in 
cc  their  own  houfes,  and  no  publick  affemblies ;  he  fhould 
cc  therefore  take  it  ill  to  receive  contradiction  in  what  he  had 
<c  done;  and  to  deal  plainly  with  you,  (faid  his  majefty)  / 
cc  am  refolded  to  Jlick  to  ?ny  declaration .”  Lord  chancellor 
Shaftcjhury  feconded  the  king’s  fpeech,  and  having  vindi¬ 
cated  the  indulgence  ^  magnified  the  king’s  zeal  for  the  church 
of  England  and  the  proteftant  religion.  But  the  houfe  of 
commons  declared  againft  the  difpenjing  power ,  and  argued, 
that  though  the  king  had  a  power  to  pardon  offenders,  he 
had  not  a  right  to  authorize  men  to  break  the  laws,  for  this 
would  infer  a  power  to  alter  the  government;  and  if  the 
king  could  fecure  offenders  by  indemnifying  them  before¬ 
hand,  it  was  in  vain  to  make  any  laws  at  all,  becaufe,  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  maxim,  they  had  no  force  but  at  the  king’s  difcre- 
tion. — But  it  was  objected  on  the  other  fide,  that  a  difference 
was  to  be  made  between  penal  laws  in  fpiritual  matters  and 
others;  that  the  king’s  fupremacy  gave  him  a  peculiar  au¬ 
thority  over  thefe,  as  was  evident  by  his  tolerating  the  Jews, 

and  the  churches  of  foreign  proteftants. - To  which  it  was 

replied,  that  the  intent  of  the  law  in  afferting  the  fupremacy 
was  only  to  exclude  all  foreign  jurifdiftion,  and  to  lodge  the 
whole  authority  with  the  king;  but  that  was  (till  bounded 
and  regulated  by  law;  the  Jew?  were  ftill  at  mercy,  and  only 
connived  at,  but  the  foreign  churches  were  excepted  by  a 
particular  claufe  in  the  act  of  uniformity;  and  therefore,  upon 
the  whole,  they  came  to  this  refolution  Feb.  io,  “  that 
*c  penal  flatutes  in  matters  ecclefiaflical  cannot  be  fufpended 
“  but  by  aft  of  parliament;  thao  no  fuch  power  had  ever 
cc  been  claimed  by  any  of  his  majefty’s  predeceffors,  and 
tc  therefore  his  majefty’s  indulgence  was  contrary  to  law,  and 
“  tended  to  fubvert  the  legislative  power,  which  had  al- 
cc  ways  been  acknowledged  to  refide  in  the  king  and  his  two 
“  houfes  of  parliament.**  Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  they 
addreffed  the  king  Feb.  19,  to  recal  his  declaration .  The 
king  anfwered,  that  he  was  forry  they  fhould  queftion  his 
power  in  ecclefiafticks,  which  had  not  been  done  in  the  reigns 
of  his  anceftors ;  that  he  did  not  pretend  to  fufpend  laws, 
wherein  the  properties,  rights,  or  liberties  of  his  fubj efts 

were 
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were  concerned,  nor  to  alter  any  thing  in  the  eftablifhed  re- 
ligion,  but  only  to  take  oft  the  penalties  inflifled  on  diffenters , 
which  he  believed  they  themfelves  would  not  wifh  executed 
according  to  the  rigor  of  the  law.*  The  commons,  perceiving 
his  majefty  was  not  inclined  to  defift  from  his  declaration, 
ftopt  the  money -bill,\  and  prefented  a  fecond  addrefs,  inlifting 
upon  a  full  and  fatisfaftory  aflurance,  that  his  majefty’s  con¬ 
duit  in  this  affair  might  not  be  drawn  into  example  for  the 
future,  which  at  length  they  obtained. 

The  parliament  was  now  firft  difpofed  to  diftinguifh  be¬ 
tween  protejlant  dijfenters  and  popijh  recufants ,  and  to  give 
eafe  to  the  former  without  including  the  latter,  efpecially 
when  the  diffenters  in  the  houfe  difavowed  the  difpen - 
fing  power ,  though  it  had  been  exercifed  in  their  favour. 
Alderman  Love,  member  for  the  city  of  London,  flood 
up,  and  in  a  handfome  fpeech  declared,  that  be  had  rather 
go  without  his  own  defired  liberty  than  have  it  in  a  way  fo 
deftrudtive  of  the  liberties  of  his  country ,  and  the  protejlant 
inter ejl ;  and  that  this  was  the  fenfe  of  the  main  body  of  dif¬ 
fenters .  Which  furprized  the  whole  houfe,  and  gave  a 
turn  to  thofe  very  men,  who  for  ten  years  together  had  been 
loading  the  non-conformifts  with  one  penal  law  after  another : 
but  things  were  now  at  a  crifis ;  popery  and  flavery  were  at 
the  door  j  the  triple  alliance  broken ;  the  proteftant  powers 

*  Eachard,  p.  889.  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  72,  73. 

#  * 

f  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Gough ,  here,  are  juft  and  weighty;  <(  The  con- 
“  du6t  of  the  commons  in  this  cafe  hath  procured  the  general  voice  of  our 
“  hiftorians  in  their  favour,  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  they  a&ed 
t(  confiftently  with  their  duty  in  oppofing  the  infringement  of  the  conftitu- 
,c  tion. — Yet  as  the  king’s  apparent  inclination  to  have  the  diffenters  ex- 
“  empted  from  penal  laws  would  have  merited  praife,  if  it  had  been  fincere, 
“  and  attempted  in  a  legal  way,  fo  the  oppofition  of  the  parliament  would 
<f  have  been  entitled  to  the  claim  of  greater  merit,  if  it  had  not  originated, 
“  with  many  of  them,  in  an  averfion  to  the  principles  of  the  declaration  (im- 

punity  to  the  nonconformifts)  as  much  as  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was 
Cf  publifhed  ;  and  if  they  had  not  laid  the  foundations  for  this  conteft  in  the 
“  various  penal  laws,  which,  under  the  influence  of  party  pique,  they  had 
u  univerfally  ena&ed  and  received ;  and  on  all  occaflons  manifefted  a  deter- 
cc  mined  enmity  to  all  diffenters  from  the  eftablifhed  religion  ;  for  if  they 
“  had  not  an  averfion  to  the  principles  of  the  declaratiou,  they  had  now 
c  ‘  a  fair  opportunity  of  legalizing  it,  by  converting  it  into  an  a<5t  of  par- 
*(  liament.”  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  ii.  p.  374. 
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ravaging  one  another;  the  Exchequer  fhut  up;  the  heir  ap¬ 
parent  of  the  crown  an  open  papih;  and  an  army  encamped 
near  London  under  popiffi  officers  ready  to  be  transported 
into  Holland  to  compleat  their  ruin.  When  the  diflenters, 
at  fuch  a  time,  laid  afide  their  refentments  againft  their  perse¬ 
cutors,  and  renounced  their  own  liberty  for  the  fafety  of  the 
proteftant  religion,  and  the  liberties  of  their  country;  ail 
fober  men  began  to  think,  it  was  high  time  to  put  a  mark 
of  dffiinaion  between  them  and  the  Roman  catholicks. 

But  the  king  was  of  another  mind;  yet  being  in  want  of 
money,  he  was  eafily  perfuaded  by  his  milfrefles  to  give  up 
his  indulgence ,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  CABAL ,  who 
told  him,  if  he  would  make  a  bold  hand  for  his  prerogative , 
all  would  be  well.  But  he  came  to  the  houfe  March  8,  and 
having  preffed  the  commons  to  difpatch  the  money-bill ,  he 
added, — “  if  there  be  any  fcruple  yet  remaining  with  you, 
“  touching  the  fufpenfion  of  the  penal  laws,  I  here  faithfully 
C6  promife  you,  that  what  has  been  done  in  that  particular 
“  fhall  not  for  the  future  be  drawn  into  example  and  con- 
<c  fequence:  and  as  I  daily  expeft  from  you  a  bill  for  my 
cc  fupply,  fo  I  allure  you  I  fhall  as  willingly  receive  and  pais 
cc  any  other  you  fhall  offer  me,  that  may  tend  to  the  giving 
“  you  fatisfaftion  in  all  your  juft  grievances.”  Accordingly 
he  called  for  the  declaration ,  and  broke  the  leal  with  his  own 
hands,  by  which  means  all  the  licences  for  meeting-houfes 
were  called  in.  Our  hiftorians  *  obferve,  that  this  pro¬ 
ceeding  of  the  king  made  a  furprizing  alteration  in  lord 
Shaftejbury ,  who  had  been  the  foul  of  the  Cabal ,  and  the 
matter-builder  of  the  fcheme  for  making  the  king  abfolute ;  but 
that  when  his  majefty  was  fo  unfteady  as  to  defert  him  in  the 
projeft  of  an  indulgence  after  he  had  promifed  to  ftand  by  him, 
he  concluded  the  king  was  not  to  be  trufted,  and  appeared 
afterwards  at  the  head  of  the  country  party. 

The  non-conformifts  were  now  in  ibme  hopes  of  a  legal 
toleration  by  parliament,  for  the  commons  refolved,  nemine 
contradicente ,  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  the  eafe  of  his 
majefty’s  proteftant  fubje&s,  who  are  diffenters  in  matters 
of  religion  from  the  church  of  England.  The  fubffiance  of 
the  bill  was, 

*  Eachard,  p.  891.  f  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  75. 
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“  i.  That  cafe  be  given  to  his  majefty’s  proteftant  fub- 
“  je&s  diffenting  in  matters  of  religion,  who  {hall  fubfcribe 
“  the  articles  of  the  do&rine  of  the  church  of  England,  and 
“  {hall  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy.#  2. 
<c  That  the  faid  proteftant  fubjefts  be  eafed  from  all  pains 
and  penalties  for  not  coming  to  church.  3.  That  the 
cc  claufe  in  the  late  a<ft  of  uniformity,  for  declaring  the  affent 
“  and  confent,  be  taken  away  by  this  bill.  4.  That  the 
<c  faid  proteftant  fubjecls  be  eafed  from  all  pains  and  penal- 
cc  ties,  for  meeting  together  for  performance  of  any  religious 
*c  exercifes.  5.  That  every  teacher  (hall  give  notice  of  the 
“  place  where  he  intends  to  hold  fuch  his  meetings  to  the 
“  quarter-feffions,  where  in  open  court  he  {hall  firft  make 
66  fuch  fubfcription,  and  take  fuch  oaths  as  aforefaid,  and 
“  receive  from  thence  a  certificate  thereof,  where  all  fuch 
<c  proceedings  (hall  remain  upon  record.  6.  That  any  fuch 
cc  teacher  may  exercifeas  aforefaid,  until  the  next  refpe&ive 
cc  quarter-feffions,  and  no  longer,  in  cafe  he  fhall  not  firft 
cc  take  the  oaths,  and  make  fuch  fubfcription  before  two  of 
the  neighbouring  juftices  of  peace,  and  fhall  firft  give  them 
“  notice  of  the  place  of  his  intended  meeting,  and  take  a 
certificate  thereof  under  the  faid  juftices5  hands,  a  dupli- 
<c  cate  whereof  they  are  to  return  into  the  next  quarter- 
cc  felfions.  7.  The  doors  and  paffages  of  all  houfes  and 
“  places  where  the  faid  diffenters  do  meet,  {hall  be  always 
open  and  free  during  the  time  of  fuch  exercife.  8.  If  any 
<c  diffenter  refufes  to  take  the  churchwardens  oaths ,  he  (hall 
cc  then  find  another  fit  perfon,  who  is  not  a  diffenter,  to  ex- 
“  ecute  that  office,  and  fhall  pay  him  for  it.55  But  though 
all  agreed  in  bringing  in  a  bill,  there  was  neither  time  nor 
unanimity  enough  in  the  houfe  this  feffions,  to  agree  upon 
particulars ;  for  according  tobifhop  Burnet  jx.  went  no  farther 
than  a  fecond  reading.  Mr.  Eachard  fays,  it  was  dropt  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  on  account  of  fome  amendments,  till  the  par¬ 
liament  was  prorogued;  but  Mr.  Coke  fays,  more  truly,  that 
it  was  becaufe  the  dead  weight  of  biihops  joined  with  the 
king  and  the  caballing  party  againft  it.  j- 

While  this  was  depending,'  the  commons  addreffed  the 
king  againft  papifts  and  jefuits,  expreffing  their  great  con- 

*  Eachard,  p.  889.  f  Deteft.  p.  490. 
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cern  to  fee  fuch  perfons  admitted  into  employments  and  places 
of  great  truft  and  profit,  and  efpecially  into  military  com¬ 
mands,  and  therefore  pray,  that  the  laws  againft  them  may 
be  put  in  execution.  Upon  which  a  proclamation  was  iffued, 
though  to  very  little  purpofe,  enjoining  all  popilh  priefts  and 
jefuits  to  depart  the  realm,  and  the  laws  to  be  put  in  execu¬ 
tion  againft  all  popilh  recufants. 

But  his  majefty  making  no  mention  of  removing  them 
from  places  of  proft  and  truft ,  the  commons,  knowing 
where  their  ftrength  lay,  fufpended  their  money  bill ,  and  or¬ 
dered  a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  to  confine  all  places  of  profit 
and  trull  to  thole  only  who  are  of  the  communion  of  the 
church  of  England:  this  is  commonly  called  the  left  act ,  and 
-  was  levelled  againft  the  duke  of  York  and  the  prefent  miniltry, 
who  were  chiefly  of  his  perfuafion.  When  it  was  brought 
into  the  houfe,  the  court  oppofed  it  with  all  their  might, 
and  endeavoured  to  divide  the  church  party,  by  propofing, 
that  fome  regard  might  be  had  to  p  rot  eft  ant  diffenters^  hoping 
by  this  means  to  clog  the  bill,  and  throw  it  out  of  the  houfe; 
upon  which  alderman  Love ,  a  diflenter,  and  reprefentativc 
for  the  city,  flood  up  again  and  laid,  he  hoped  the  claufe  in 
favour  of  proteflant  dilfenters  would  occafion  no  intemperate 
heats;  and  moved,  that  fince  it  was  likely  to  prove  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  barrier  againfl  popery,  the  bill  might  pafs  with¬ 
out ’any  alteration,  and  that  nothing  might  interpofe  till  it 
was  finilhed;  and  then  (fays  the  alderman),  we  [diflenters(j 
will  try  if  the  parliament  will  not  diftinguilh  us  from  p'opijh 
recufants ,  by  fome  marks  of  their  favour;  but  we  are  willing 
to  lie  under  the  feverity  of  the  laws  for  a  time,  rather  than 
dog  a  more  neceffary  work  with  our  concerns.  Thefe  being 
the  fentiments  of  the  leading  diflfentersboth  in  the  houfe  and 
without  doors,  the  bill  paflfed  the  commons  with  little  op- 
pofition ;  but  when  it  came  to  be  debated  in  the  houfe  of 
peers,  in  the  king’s  prefence,  March  15,  the  whole  court  was 
againft  it,  except  the  earl  of  Briftol)  and  maintained  that  it  was 
his  majefty’s  prerogative  to  employ  whom  he  pleafed  in  his 
fervice.  Some  were  for  having  the  king  ftand  his  ground 
againft  the  parliament.  The  duke  of  Buckingham  and  lord 
Berkley  *  propofed  bringing  the  army  to  town,  and  taking 

*  Burnet,  *vol.  ii.  p.  75,  6. 
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out  of  both  houfes  the  members  who  made  oppofition. 
Lauderdale  offered  to  bring  an  army  from  Scotland;  and  lord 
Clifford  told  the  king,  that  the  people  now  faw  through  his 
defigns,  and  therefore  he  muff  refolve  to  make  himfelf  mailer 
at  once,  or  be  for  ever  fubjeft  to  much  jealoufy  and  con- 
-  tempt.  But  the  earl  of  Shaft  ejbury,  having  changed  fides, 
preffed  the  king  to  give  the  parliament  full  content,  and  then 
they  would  undertake  to  procure  him  the  fupply  he  wanted. 
This  fuited  the  king’s  eafy  temper,  who,  not  being  willing 
to  rilk  a  fecond  civil  war,  went  into  thefe  meafures,  and  out 
of  meer  neceffity  for  money,  'gave  up  the  papilts,  in  hopes 
k  k  he  might  aftertvards  recover  what  in  the  prefent  extre¬ 
mity  he  was  forced  to  refign.  This  effectually  broke  the 
CABAL ,  and  put  the  Roman  catholics  upon  purfuing  other 
meafures  to  introduce  their  religion,  which  was  the  making 
way  tor  a  popifh  fucceffor  of  more  refolute  principles ;  and 
from  hence  we  may  date  the  beginning  of  the  popifh  plot, 
which  did  not  break  out  till  1678,  as  appears  by  Mr.  Cole¬ 
man's  letters.  The  bill  received  the  royal  affent  March  25, 
together  with  a  money-bill  of  one  million  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds;  and  then  the  parliament  was  prorogued  to  Oc* 
tober  20,  after  a  fliort  feffion  of  feven  weeks. 

The  Teft  Ad  is  entitled,  an  act  to  prevent  dangers  which 
happen  from  popifh  recufants.  It  requires,  “  that  all  perfons 
“  bearing  any  office  of  trull  or  profit,  fhall  take  the  oaths  of 
“  fupremacy  and  allegiance  in  publick  and  open  court,  and 
“  lhall  alfo  receive  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper,  ac- 
“  cording  to  the  ufage  of  the  church  of  England,  in  fome  pa- 
“  rilh  church,  on  fome  Lord’s  day,  immediately  after  divine 
“  fervice  and  fermon,  and  deliver  a  certificate  of  having  fo 
“  received  the  facrament,  under  the  hands  of  the  refpeftive 
“  miniflers  and  churchwardens,  proved  by  two  credible  wit- 
“  neffes  upon  oath,  and  upon  record  in  court.  And  that  all 
“  perfons  taking  the  faid  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance 
“  lhall  likewife  make  and  fubfcribe  this  following  declara- 
<c  tion,  I  A.  B.  do  declare ,  that  I  believe  there  is  no  tranfub- 
“  Jlantiation  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper,  or  in  the 
<c  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  at  or  after  the  confecration  thereof 
“  by  any  perfon  whatfoever.  The  penalty  of  breaking  through 
“  this  aft,  is  a  difability  of  fuing  in  any  court  of  law,  or 

“  equity, 
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cc  equity,  being  guardian  of  any  child,  executor  or  ad- 

miniltrator  to  any  perfon,  or  of  taking  any  legacy,  or 
«  deed  of  gift,  or  of  bearing  any  publick  office;  befides  a 
“  fine  of  five  hundred  pounds.” 

Mr.  Eachard  obferves  well,  that  this  aft  was  principally, 
if  not  folely,  levelled  at  the  Roman  catholicks,  as  appears 
from  the  title;  and  this  is  further  evident  from  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  houfe  of  commons  at  this  time,  to  cafe  the 
protefiant  diffenters  of  fome  of  their  burdens.  If  the  dif¬ 
fenters  had  fallen  in  with  the  court  meafures,  they  might 
have  prevented  the  bill’s  paffing.  But  they  left  their  own 
liberties  in  a  fiate  of  uncertainty,  to  fecure  thofe  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  However,  though  the  intention  was  good,  the  aft 
itfelf  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  unjuft ifiable,  becaufe  it  founds 
dominion  in  grace.  A  man  cannot  be  an  excifeman,  a  cuftom- 
fioufe  officer,  a  lieutenant  in  the  army  or  navy,  no  not  fo 
much  as  a  tide-waiter,  without  putting  on  the  moil  diftin- 
guifhing  badge  of  chriftianity,  according  to  theufage  of  the 
church  of  England.  Is  not  this  a  ftrong  temptation  to  pro- 
phanation  and  hypocrily?  Does  it  not  pervert  one  of  the 
mod  folemn  inftitutions  of  religion,  to  purpofes  for  which  it 
was  never  intended  ?  And  is  it  not  eafy  to  find  fecurities  of 
a  civil  nature,  fufficient  for  the  prefervation  both  of  church 
and  fiate?  When  the  aft  took  place  the  duke  of  York ,  lord 
high  admiral  of  England;  lord  Clifford ,  lord  high  treafurer; 
and  a  great  many  other  popifii  officers,  refigned  their  pre¬ 
ferments;  but  not  one  protefiant  diffenter,  there  not  being 
one  fuch  in  the  adminiftration:  however,  as  the  church  party 
fhewed  a  noble  zeal  for  their  religion,  bifliop  Burnet  ob¬ 
ferves,  that  the  diffenters  got  great  reputation  by  their  filent 
deportment;  though  the  king  and  the  court  bifliops  refolved 
to  ftick  in  their  fkirts.* 

This  being  the  laft  penal  law  made  againft  the  non-con - 
formifts  in  this  reign,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  put  them 
altogether,  that  the  reader  may  have  a  full  view  of  their 
difireffed  circumfiances  :  for  befides  the  penal  laws  of  queen 
Elizabeth ,  which  were  confirmed  by  this  parliament ;  one  of 
which  was  no  lefs  than  hinijh?nent\  and  another  a  7indd  on 
every  one  for  not  coming  to  church. 


} ; 


*  VqI.  ii.  p.  8q. 


V. ; 


f  : 


‘  There 


the  history 


CHAP.  IX. 


540 

There  were  in  force, 

1  ft.  An  aft  for  well  governing  and  regulating  corporations , 
13  Car  II.  ch.  1.  Whereby  all  who  bear  office  in  any  city, 
corporation,  town,  or  borough,  arc  required  to  take  the 
oaths  and  fubfcribe  the  declaration  therein  mentioned,  and 
to  receive  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  church  of  England .  This  effe&ually  turned  the 
diffenters  out  of  the  government  of  all  corporations. 

2d.  E he  aft  of  uniformity ,  14  Car.  II.  ch.  4.  Whereby 
all  parfons,  vicars,  and  minifters,  who  enjoyed  any  prefer¬ 
ment  in  the  church,  were  obliged  to  declare  their  unfeigned 
affent  and  confent  to  every  thing  contained  in  the  book  of 
common-prayer ,  &c.  or  be  ipfo  faflo  deprived:  and  all  fchool - 
wafers  and  tutors  are  prohibited  from  teaching  youth  with¬ 
out  licence  from  the  archbiffiop  or  biffiqp,  under  pain  of 
three  months  imprifonment. 

3d.  An  aft  to  prevent  and  fupprefs  f editions  conventicles  y 
16  Car.  II.  ch.  4.  Whereby  it  is  declared  unlawful  to  be 
prefent  at  any  meeting  for  religious  worffiip,  except  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ufageof  the  church  of  England,  where  five  befides 
the  family  fhould  be  affembled  ;  in  which  cafe  the  firft  and 
fecond  offences  are  made  fubjecl:  to  a  certain  fine  or  three 
months  imprifonment,  on  convi&ion  before  a  juftice  of  peace 
on  the  oath  of  a  Angle  witnefs ;  and  the  third  offence,  on 
conviction  at  the  feffions,  or  before  the  jufiices  of  affize,  is 
punifhable  by  tranfportation  for  f even  years . 

4th.  An  aft  for  refraining  non-conformifs  from  inhabiting 
in  corporations ,  17  Car.  II.  ch.  2.  Whereby  all  diffenting  mi- 
nifters,  who  would  not  take  an  oath  therein  fpecified  againft 
the  lawfulnefs  of  taking  up  arms  againft  the  king  on  any  pre¬ 
tence  whatfoever,  and  that  they  would  never  attempt  any 
alteration  of  government  in  church  and  hate;  are  ba- 
nifhed  five  miles  from  all  corporation  towns,  and  fubjeft  to 
a  fine  of  forty  pounds,  in  cafe  they  fhould  preach  in  any 
conventicle. 

5th.  Another  aft  to  prevent  a?id  fupprefs  feditious  conven¬ 
ticles  ,  22  Car.  II.  ch.  5.  Whereby  any  perfons  who  teach  in 
fuch  conventicles,  are  fubjeff  to  a  penalty  of  twenty  pounds 
for  the  firft,  and  forty  pounds  for  every  fubfequent  offence ; 
and  any  perfon  who  permits  fuch  a  conventicle  to  be  held  in 
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their  houfe,  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds ;  and  juftkes 
of  peace  are  empowered  to  break  open  doors  where  they 
are  informed  fuch  conventicles  are  held,  and  take  the  of¬ 
fenders  into  cuftody* 

6th.  An  act  for  preventing  dangers  which  may  happen  from 
popijlo  recufants,  commonly  called  the  ttft  ad,  whereby  (as 
afore-mentio,ned)  every  perfon  is  incapacitated  from  holding 
a  place  of  trull  under  the  government,  without  taking  the 
iacrament  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England. 

By  the  rigorous  execution  of  thefe  laws,  the  non-confor- 
mift  miniflers  were  feparated  from  their  congregations,  from 
their  maintenance,  from  their  houfes  and  families,  and  their 
people  reduced  to  diftrefs  and  mifery,  or  obliged  to  worlhip 
God  in  a  manner  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  their  confciences, 
on  penalty  of  heavy  fines,  or  of  being  fiiut  up  in  a  prifon 
among  thieves  and  robbers.  Great  numbers  retired  to  the 
plantations;  but  Dr.  Owen,  who  was  {hipping  off*  his  effects 
for  New-England,  was  forbid  to  leave  the  kingdom  by  ex- 
prefs  orders  from  king  Charles  himfelf.  If  there  had  been 
treafon  or  rebellion  in  the  cafe,  it  had  been  juftifiable;  but 
when  it  was  purely  for  non-conformity  to  certain  rites  and 
ceremonies,  and  a  form  of  church  government,  it  can  deferve 
no  better  name  than  that  of  perfecution . 

The  houfe  of  commons,  from  their  apprehenfions  of  ths 
growth  of  popery  and  of  a  popifli  fuccefibr  to  the  crown,  pe¬ 
titioned  the  king  againft  the  duke's  fecond  marriage  with  the 
princefs  of  Modena,  an  Italian  papift,  but  his  majefty  told 
them  they  were  too  late.  Upon  which  the  Commons  ftopt 
their  money-bill ,  voted  the  (landing  army  a  grievance,  and 
were  proceeding  to  other  vigorous  refutations,  when  the 
king  fent  for  them  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and  with  a  fhort 
fpeech  prorogued  them  to  January  7,  after  they  had  fat  onlv 
nine  days.  In  the  mean  time  the  duke’s  marriage  was  con¬ 
summated,  with  the  confent  of  the  French  king,  which  raifed 
the  expectation  of  the  Roman  catholicks  higher  than  ever. 

This  induced  the  more  zealous  proteftants  to  think  of  a 
firmer  union  with  the  di  Centers;  accordingly  Mr.  Baxter ,  at 
the  requeft  of  the  earl  of  Orrery ,  drew  up  fome  propofals 
fora  comprehenfion,  agreeably  to  thole  already  mentioned.* 

*  Baxter,  part  ill.  p.  1 10. 
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“  He  propofed  that  the  meeting-houfes  of  diffenters  ihould  be 
allowed  as  chapels ,  till  there  were  vacancies  for  them  in  the 
<c  churches — and  that  thofe  who  had  no  meeting-houfes 
fhould  be  fchool-mafters  or  lecturers  till  fuch  time— that 
<c  none  fhould  be  obliged  to  read  the  apocrypha— that  pa- 
“  rents  might  have  liberty  to  dedicate  their  own  children  in 
“  baptifm — that  miniflers  might  preach  where  fomebody 
“  elfe  who  had  the  room  might  read  the  common-prayer 
“  — that  miniilers  be  not  obliged  to  give  the  facrament  to 
iC  fuch  as  are  guilty  of  fcandalous  immoralities,  nor  to  re- 
cc  fufe  it  to  thofewho  fcruple  kneeling — thatperfons  excom- 
<c  municated  may  not  be  imprifoned  and  ruined — and  that 
“  toleration  be  given  to  all  confcientious  diffenters — .” 
Thefe  propofals,  being  communicated  to  the  earl  of  Orrery , 
were  put  into  the  hands  of  bifliop  Morley  *  who  returned 
them  without  yielding  to  any  thing  of  importance.  The 
motion  was  alfo  revived  in  the  houfe  of  commons;  but  the 
fhortnefs  of  the  feffions  put  a  (lop  to  its  progrefs.  Befides,the 
court  bifhopsfeemed  altogetherindifpofed  to  any  conceffions.f 
This  year  put  an  end  to  the  lives  of  two  confiderable  non- 
con  for  mi  ft  divines;  Mr.  William  Whitaker ,  the  ejected  mi- 
niher  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Bermondfey,  fon  of  Mr.  Jer. 
Whitaker ,  a  divine  of  great  learning  in  the  oriental  languages. 
He  was  an  elegant  preacher,  and  a  good  man  from  his  youth. 
While  he  was  at  Emanuel  college,  he  was  univerfally  be¬ 
loved  ;  and  when  he  came  to  London,  generally  efteemed  for 
his  fweet  difpofition.  He  was  firfl  preacher  at  Hornchurch, 
and  then  at  the  place  from  whence  he  was  ejefted.  He  after¬ 
wards  preached  to  a  feparate  congregation  as  the  times  would 
permit,  and  died  in  the  year  1673.5 

Mr.  Janies  Janeway ,  M.  A  .  was  born  in  Hertfordfhire, 
and  ftudent  of  Chrift  church,  Oxford.  He  was  afterwards 
tutor  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Stringer  at  Windfor;  but  not  be¬ 
ing  fatisfied  with  conformity,  he  opened  a  feparate  meeting  in 
RotheLdiithe,\vhere  he  preached  to  a  numerous  congregation 
with  great  fuccefs.[|  He  was  a  zealous  preacher,  and  fervent 
in  prayer,  but  being  weakly,  his  indefatigable  labours  broke 

*  Page  109.  f  Baxter,  part  iii.  p.  140.  $  Calamy,  vol.ii.  p.  25.  Palmer, 
vol.  i.  p.  127#  ||  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  838.  and  Palmer,  vol.  p,  634. 
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his  conftitution,  fo  that  he  died  of  a  confumption  March  16 
1673-4,  in  the  38th  year  of  his  age. 

The  revocation  of  the  indulgence ,  and  the  dfpleafure  of 
the  court  againft  the  dilfenters,  for  deferting  them  in  their 
defigns  to  prevent  the  palling  the  tejl  aft,  let  loofe  the 
whole  tribe  of  informers .  The  papifts  being  excluded  from 
places  of  truft,  the  court  had  no  tendernefs  for’  proteftant 
non-conformifts ;  the  judges  therefore  had  orders  to  quick¬ 
en  the  execution  of  the  laws  againft  them.  The  eftates 
of  thofe  of  the  belt  quality  in  each  county  were  ordered 
to  be  feized.  The  mouths  of  the  high  church  pulpiteers 
were  encouraged  to  open  as  loud  as  poffible:  one  in  his 
fermon  before  the  houfe  of  commons  told  them,  that  the 
non-conformifts  ought  not  to  be  tolerated,  but  to  he  cured 
by  vengeance.  He  urged  them  to  fet  fire  to  the  faggot,  and 
to  teach  them  by  fcourges  or  fcorpions,  and  open  their  eyes 
with  gall.  The  king  himfelf  iffued  out  a  proclamation  for 
putting  the  penal  laws  in  full  execution  ;  which  had  its  effect.* 

Mr.  Baxter  was  one  of  the  firft  upon  whom  the  ftorm  fell, 
being  apprehended  as  he  was  preaching  his  Thurfday  lefture 
at  Mr.  Turner’s.  He  went  with  a  conftable  and  Keting 
the  informer  to  Sir  William  Pulteney’s ,  who,  demanding  the 
warrant,  found  it  figned  by  Henry  Montague ,  efq;  bailiff  of 
Weftminfter.  Sir  William  told  the  conftable,  that  none  but 
a  city  juftice  could  give  a  warrant  to  apprehend  a  man  for 
preaching  in  the  city,  whereupon  he  was  difmilfed,|  Endea¬ 
vours  were  ufed  to  furprize  Dr.  Manton ,  and  fend  him  to 
prifon  upon  the  Oxford  or  five-mile  acl ,  but  Mr.  Bedford 
preaching  for  him  was  accidentally  apprehended  in  his  ftead; 
and  though  he  had  taken  the  oath  in  the  five-mile  adiy  was 
fined  twenty  pounds,  and  the  place  forty  pounds,  which  was 
paid  by  the  hearers. 

The  like  ravages  were  made  in  mod  parts  of  England; 
Mr.  Jofeph  Swaffield ,  of  Salifbury,  was  feized  preaching  in 
his  own  houfe,  and  bound  over  to  the  affizes,  and  imprifoned 
in  the  county  gaol  almoft  a  year.  Twenty-five  perfons,  men 
and  women,  were  indifted  for  a  riot,  that  is,  for  a  conven- 

*  State  Fia&s, vol.  iii.  p.  42.  Baxter,  partiii,  p,  153*  Jlbtd.  partiii, 
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iiclcj  and  fuffered  the  penalty  of  the  law.§  The  informers 
were  Roman  catholicks,  one  of  whom  was  executed  for  trea- 
fon  in  the  popiih  plot.— At  Eaft-Salcomb,  in  Devonfhire, 
lived  one  Joan  B  oft  on ,  an  old  blind  widow,  who,  for  a  fup- 
pofed  conventicle  held  at  her  houfe,  was  fined  twelve  pounds, 
and  for  non-payment  of  it  threatened  with  a  gaol.  After 
fome  weeks  the  officers  broke  open  her  doors,  and  carried 
away  her  goods  to  above  the  value  of  the  fine.  They  fold 
as  many  goods  as  were  worth  thirteen  pounds  for  fifty  flail- 
lings;*  fix  hogfheads  valued  at  forty  {hillings  for  nine  {hil¬ 
lings  ;  and  pewter,  feather-beds,  &c.  for  twenty  {hillings ; 
befides  the  rent  which  they  demanded  of  her  tenants. — Mr. 
John  Thompfon ,  miniflier  in  Briftol,  was  apprehended,  and 
refilling  to  take  the  Oxford  oath  was  committed  to  prifon, 
where  he  was  feized  with  a  fever  through  the  noifomenefs  of 
the  place:  A  phyfician  being  fent  for,  advifed  his  removal; 
and  a  bond  of  five  hundred  pounds  was  offered  the  ftieriff 
for  his  fecurity:  Application  was  alfo  made  to  the  bifhop 
without  fuccefs ;  fo  he  died  in  prifon  March  4,  declaring, 
that  if  he  had  known  when  he  came  to  prifon. ,  that  he  Jhould 
die  there ,  he  would  have  clone  no  otherwife  than  he  did .  Num-. 
berlefs  examples  of  the  like  kind  might  be  produced  during 
the  recefs  of  the  parliament.  But  the  king’s  want  of  money, 
and  the  difeontents  of  his  people,  obliged  him  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war  with  the  Dutch,  with  no  other  advantage 
than  a  fum  of  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
his  expences. 

His  majefty  was  unwilling  to  meet  his  parliament,  who 
were  now  full  of  zeal  againft  popery,  and  began  to  confider 
the  non-conformifts  as  auxiliaries  to  the  protefliant  caufe ; 
but  neceffity  obliged  him  to  convene  them;  and  as  foon  as 
they  met  Jan.  7,  1674,  they  addrefled  his  majefty  to  banifli  all 
papifts,  who  were  not  houfe-keepers  nor  menial  fervants  to 
peers,  ten  miles  from  London;  and  to  appoint  a  faft  for  the  * 
calamities  of  the  nation.  They  attacked  the  remaining  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  cabal')  and  voted  an  addrefs  for  removing  them 
from  his  majefty’s  council;  upon  which  the  king  prorogued 
them  for  above  a  year,  after  they  had  fat  fix  weeks,  without 
giving  any  money,  or  paffmg  one  Angle  a£t;  which  was  an 

§  Conf.  Plea,  part  iv.  p.  75- 
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indication  of  ill  blood  between  the  king  and  parliament,  and 
a  certain  forerunner  of  vengeance  upon  the  dijfenters.  But 
to  ftifle  the  clamours  of  the  people,  his  majefty  republifhed 
his  proclamation,*  forbidding  their  meddling  in  ftate  affairs, 
or  talking  feditioufty  in  coffee-houfes ;  and  then  commanded 
an  order  to  be  made  publick,  “  that  effeftual  care  be  taken 
«  for  the  fupprejfing  of  conventicles :  and  whereas  divers 
“  pretend  old  licences  from  his  majefty,  and  would  fupport 
“  themfelves  by  that  pretence,  his  majefty  declares,  that  all 
«  his  licences  were  long  fince  recalled,  and  that  no  convert 
“  tide  has  any  authority,  allowance,  or  encouragement  from 
<fi  him.5,f 

This  year  put  an  end  to  the  life  of  that  great  man  John 
Milton ,  born  in  London,  and  educated  in  Chrift  college, 
Cambridge,  where  he  difcovered  an  uncommon  genius, 
which  was  very  much  improved  by  his  travels.  He  was 
Latin  fecretary  to  the  long  parliament,  and  wrote  in  defence 
of  the  murder  of  king  Charles  I.  againft  Salmatius  and  others, 
with  great  fpirit,  and  in  a  pure  and  elegant  Latin  ftile.  He 
was  afterwards  fecretary  to  the  proteftor  Cromwell ,  and  loft 
the  fight  of  both  his  eyes  by  hard  ftudy.  At  the  Reftoration 
fome  of  his  books  were  burnt,  and  himfelf  in  danger,  but  he 
was  happily  included  in  the  aft  of  indemnity,  and  fpent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  retirement.  He  was  a  man  of  an 
unequalled  genius,  and  acquired  immortal  fame  by  his  incom¬ 
parable  poem  of  Paradife  Loft\  in  which  he  manifefted  fuch 
a  fublimity  of  thought,  and  fuch  elegance  of  diftion,  as  per¬ 
haps  were  never  exceeded  in  any  age  or  nation  of  the  world. 
His  daughters  read  to  him,  after  he  was  blind,  the  Greek 
poets,  though  they  underftood  not  the  language.  He  died 
in  mean  circumftances  at  Bunliill  near  London,  in  the  67th 
year  of  his  age.J 

*  Gazette,  No.  883.  f  Ibid.  No.  962,  965. 

%  It  is  but  apiece  of  juftice  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  fome  of  the  moil 
diftinguifhed  charadlers  of  the  conformifts  'm&non-conformifls  of  this  period, 
to  record  here  their  pious  exertions  for  the  religious  inftrudlion  of  the 
Welch.  A  fubfcription  was  opened,  and  an  affociation  was  formed,  for  the 
diflribution  of  bibles,  teftaments,  and  practical  treatifes,  and  for  opening 
fchools,  in  the  principality  of  Wales.  At  the  head  of  this  inflitution  was 
Dr.  Tillotfon ,  then  dean  of  Canterbury.  The  gentlemen  who  were  the 
chief  contributors  to  this  deftgn  were  Whichcott ,  Ford,  Bates,  Outram , 
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1  hough  the  proteftant  religion  flood  in  need  of  the  united 
ftreqgth  of  all  its  profeffors  againft  the  advances  of  popery, 
and  the  parliament  had  moved  for  a  toleration  of  proteftant 
dijfenters ,  yet  the  hilltops  continued  to  profecute  them  in 
common  with  the  papifts.  Archbifliop  Sheldon  directed  cir¬ 
cular  lettcis  to  tne  bilhops  of  his  province,  enjoining  them 
to  give  directions  to  their  archdeacons  and  commilfaries,  to 
procure  particular  information  from  the  churchwardens  of 
their  feveral  parilhes  on  the  following  enquiries,  and  tranf- 
mit  them  to  him  after  the  next  vifitation :  i.  What  number 
of  perfons  are  there,  by  common  eftimation,  inhabiting 
within  each  parifh  fubject  to  your  jurifdiction ?  2.  What 
number  of  popilh  recuiants,  or  perfons  fufpefted  of  recu- 
fltncy,  are  refident  among  the  inhabitants  aforefaid?  3.  What 
number  ol  other  dilfenters  are  there  in  each  parifh  of  what 
fe&  foever,  which  either  obflinately  refufe,  or  wholly  abfent 
themfelves  from  the  communion  of  the  church  of  England, 
at  fuch  times  as  by  law  they  are  required? — Some  of  the 
clergy  were  grieved  at  thele  proceedings,  and  Tir. 'Tillotfon 
and  Stilling fleet  met  privately  with  Dr.  Manton,  Bates,  Pool, 
and  Baxter,  to  confider  of  terms  of  accommodation,  which, 
when  they  had  agreed  upon  and  communicated  to  the  bilhops, 
they  were  difallowed;  lo  that  when  ! Tillotfon  faw  how  things 
were  going,  he  cautioufly  withdrew  from  the  odium,  and 
wrote  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Baxter,  April  11,  1675: 
“  That  he  was  unwilling  his  name  fhould  be  made  publick 
“  in  the  affair,  iince  it  was  come  to  nothinq:  not  but  that  I 
*'c  do  heartily  deiire  an  accommodation,  (lays  he)  and  (hall 


Patrick,  Durham,  Stilling  feet.  Merit  on.  Burton,  Baxter,  Gouge,  Poole , 
Fowler,  Newman ,  Pea-ding,  Griffith,  Short,  Gape,  and  the  beneficent 
Firmin.  From  Midfummer  1674  to  Lady-day  1675,  they  had  diftributed 
thirty-two  Welfh  bibles,  which  were  all  that  could  be  procured  in  Wales  or 
London;  240  new  teftaments,  and  500  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  in  Welch. 
In  the  preceding  year  812  poor  children  had,  by  "the  charity  of  others, 
been  put  to  fchool  in  5  1  of  the  chief  towns  in  W'ales.  The  diftribution  of 
thefe  books  provoked  others  to  that  charitable  work,  fo  that  the  children 
placed  at  fchools  by  thefe  gentlemen,  and  others,  from  their  own  purfe, 
amounted  to  1850.  It  appears  as  if  this  undertaking  gave  birth  to  an 
edition  of  the  bible  and  liturgy  in  the  Welch  tongue,  in  which.  Mr.  Gouge 
had  a  principal  concern,  and  to  which  Dr.  Tillotfon  gave  50I.  The  im- 
preffion  extended  to  8000  copies.  Life  of  Mr.  James  Owen,  p.  10,  1 1,  12, 
and  Life  of  Mr.  Thomas  Firmin,  p.  50.  Ed. 
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€c  always  endeavour  it;  but  I  am  fure  it  will  be  a  prejudice 
u  to  me,  and  fignify  nothing  to  the  effecting  the  thing,  which, 
“  as  circumftances  are,  cannot  pafs  in  either  houfe  without 
16  the  concurrence  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  bifoops ,  and  the 
tc  countenance  of  his  majejly,  which  at  prefent  I  fee  little  reafon 
cc  to  expert 

But  the  bifliops’  conduct  made  them  unpopular;  and  drew 
on  them  many  mortifications.  People’s  compaffion  began  to 
move  towards  their  diflenting  brethren,  whom  they  fre¬ 
quently  faw  carried  in  great  numbers  to  prifon,  and  fpoiled 
of  their  goods,  for  no  other  crime  but  a  tender  confcience. 
The  very  name  of  an  informer  became  as  odious  as  their  be¬ 
haviour  was  infamous.  The  aldermen  of  London  often  went 
out  of  the  way  when  they  heard  of  their  coming;  and  fome 
denied  them  their  warrants,  though  by  the  aft  they  forfeited 
one  hundred  pounds.  Alderman  Forth  bound  over  an  in¬ 
former  to  his  good  behaviour,  for  breaking  into  his  chamber 
without  leave.*  When  twelve  or  thirteen  bifhops  came  into 
the  city  to  dine  with  Sir  Nathaniel  Herne- one  of  the  fheriff 
of  London,  and  exhorted  him  to  put  the  laws  in  execution 
againft  the  non-conformifts,  he  told  them  plainly,  they  could 
not  trade  with  their  fellow-citizens  one  day,  and  put  them 
in  prifon  the  next. 

The  moderate  churchmen  (hewing  a  difpofition  to  unite 
with  the  non-conformifts  againft  popery,  the  court  refolved 
to  take  in  the  old  ranting  cavaliers,  to  (Lengthen  the  oppo- 
fition;  for  this  purpofe  Morley  and,  fome  other  biffiops  were 
fent  for  to  court,  and  told,  it  was  a  great  misfortune  that  the 
church  party  and  diffenters  were  fo  difpofed  to  unite,  and  run 
into  one ;  the  court  was  therefore  willing  to  make  the  church 
eafy,  and  to  fecure  to  the  king  the  allegiance  of  all  his  fub- 
jefts  at  the  fame  time;  for  this  purpofe  a  bill  wa£  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  lords,  entitled,  an  aft  to  prevent  the  dan* 
gers  that  may  arife  from  perfons  difaffefted  to  the  government; 
by  which  all  fuch  as  enjoyed  any  beneficial  office  or  employ¬ 
ment,  ecclefiaftical,  civil,  or  military;  all  who  voted  in  elec¬ 
tions  of  parliament  men;  all  privy  counfellors,  and  members 
of  parliament  themfelves,  were  under  a  penalty  to  take  the 
following  oath,  being  the  fame  as  was  required  by  the  five- 
t  Baxter,  part  iii.  p,  157,  158.  *  Compl.  Hiftory,  p.  338. 

n  n  2  mile 


/ 


THE  HISTORY 


mile  aft:  I  A.  B.  do  declare ,  that  it  is  not  lawful  upon  any 
pretence  whatfoever ,  to  take  up  arms  again  ft  the  king:  and  that 
I  do  abhor  that  traiterous  pofition  of  taking  arms  by  his  autho¬ 
rity  againjl  his  perfon ,  or  againjl  th of e  that  are  commijfionedhy 
him  in  purfuance  of  fuel?  commijfion.  A?id.  I  do  f wear ,  that  I 
will  not  at  any  time  endeavour  the  alteration  of  the  government 
either  in  church  or  fate.  So  help  me  God .  The  defign  of 
the  bill  was  to  enable  the  miniftry  to  profeeute  their  deftruc- 
tive  fchemes  againft  the  conftitution  and  the  proteflant  reli¬ 
gion,  without  fear  of  oppofition  even  from  the  parliament 
itfelf.*  The  chief  fpeakers  for  the  bill  were,  the  lord  trea- 
furer  and  the  lord  keeper,  lord  Danby  and  Finch ^  with  bifliop 
Mor/ey  and  Ward ;  but  the  earl  of  ShafteJbury ,  duke  of 
Buckingham ,  lord  Hollis ,  and  Halifax ,  laid  open  the  mif- 
chievous  defigns  and  confequences  of  it:  it  was  confidered 
as  difmheriting  men  of  their  birthright,  to  fliut  them  out  of 
from  the  right  of  election  by  an  enfnaring  oath,  as  well  as 
deftru&ive  of  the  privilege  of  parliament,  which  was  to  vote 
freely  in  all  cafes  without  any  previous  obligation;  that  the 
peace  of  the  nation  would  be  bed  feeured  by  making  good 
laws;  and  that  oaths  and  teds  without  thefe,  would  be  no 
real  fecurity;  fcrupulous  men  might  be  fettered  by  them, 
but  that  the  bulk  of  mankind  would  boldly  take  any  ted, 
and  as  eafily  break  through  it,  as  had  appeared  in  the  late 
times.  The  bill  was  committed,  and  debated  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  but  the  heats  occafioned  by  it  were  fo  violent, 
that  the  king  came  unexpectedly  to  the  houfe  June  9,  and 
prorogued  the  parliament;^  fo  the  bill  was  dropt;  but  the 
debates  of  the  lords  upon  the  intended  oath  being  made  pub- 

/  '  •  •  .  *  1 

*  Baxter’s  Life,  part  iii.  p.  167.  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  130— 134. 

I  The  immediate  occafion  of  the  king’s  breaking  up  the  fdfions,  was  a 
difpute  concerning  privilege  between  the  two  houfes,  to  which  another 
queltion  gave  birth,  while  the  bill  for  the  new  tell  was  pending.  Of  this 
biilit  vvas^ jultly  faid,  £t  No  conveyancer  could  have  drawn  up  a  dilfettlement 

of  the  whole  birthright  of  England  in  more  compendious  terms.”  The 
debate  on  it  lafted  live  feveral  days,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  before  the  bill 
was  committed  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  and  eleven  or  twelve 
days  afrerwards:  and  the  houle  fat  many  days  till  eight  or  nine  at  night, 
and  fometimes  till  midnight.  But,  through  the  interruption  given  to  jt, 
by  the  matter  juft  mentioned,  the  bill  was  never  reported  from  the  commit- 
teeto  the  houfe ;  a  moll  happy  efcape!  Burnet’s  Hillory,  vol.  ii.  p- 133, 
and  Dr.  Calamy’s  Kiftorical  Account  of  his  own  Life,  MS.  p.  63.  Ed. 

lick 
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lick,  were  ordered  to  be  burnt.  Two  proclamations  were 
re-publifhed  on  this  occafion;  one  to  prevent  feditious  did 
courfes  in  coffee-houfes,  the  other  to  put  a  Hop  to  the  pub- 
lifhing  feditious  libels. 

'  The  court  had  reafon  to  defire  the  palling  this  bill,  becaufe 
the  oath  had  been  already  impofed  upon  the  non-conformijls ; 
and  the  court  clergy  had  been  preaching  in  their  churches, 
for  feveral  years,  that  paffive  obedience  and  non-reftftance 
were  the  received  doftrines  of  the  church  of  England;  the 
bifhops  had  podeded  the  king  and  his  brother  with  the  belief 
of  it,  and  if  it  had  now  paffed  into  a  law,  the  whole  nation 
had  been  bound  in  chains,  and  the  court  might  have  done 
as  they  pleafed.  But  the  parliament  few  through  the  defign; 
and  Dr.  Burnet  fays,*  he  opened  the  referve  to  the  duke  of 
York,  by  telling  him,  “  that  there  was  no  trading  to  dif- 
“  putable  opinions;  that  there  were  dijlmdions  and  referves 
“  in  thofe  who  had  maintained  thefe  points ;  and  that  when 
“  men  few  a  vifible  danger  of  being  fird  undone,  and  then 
“  burnt,  they  would  be  inclined  to  the  diorted  way  of  ar- 
u  guing,  and  fave  themfelves  the  bed  way  they  could;  in- 
“  tered  and  felf-prefervation  being  powerful  motives.”  This 
might  be  wholfome  advice  to  the  duke,  but  implies  fuch  a 
fecret  referve  as  may  cover  the  mod  wicked  defigns,  and  is 
not  fit  for  the  lips  of  a  protedant  divine,  nor  even  of  an  ho¬ 
ned  man. 

The  daring  infolence  of  thepapids,  who  had  their  regular 
:lergy  in  every  corner  of  the  town,  was  fo  great,  that  they  not 
only  challenged  the  protedant  divines  to  deputations,  but 
direatened  to  adadinate  fuch  as  preached  openly  againd  their 
:enets;  which  confirmed  the  lords  and  commons  in  their  per- 
fuafion,  pf  the  abfolute  necedity  of  entering  into  more  mode¬ 
rate  and  healing  meafures  with  protedant  didenters,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  indexible  deadinefs  of  the  bidiops  againd  it. 
Upon  this  occafion  the  duke  of  Buckingham, lately  commenced 
patriot,  made  the  following  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
which  isinfertedin  the  commons  jour nal.  “  My  Lords,  there 
:c  is  a  thing  called  liberty,  which  (whatfoever  fome  men  may 
;c  think)  is  that  the  people  of  England  are  fonded  of,  it  is 
iS  that  they  will  never  part  with,  and  is  that  his  majedy  in  his 

*  Burnet,  p.  91. 
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<c  fpeech  has  promifed  to  take  particular  care  of.  This,  my 

lords,  in  my  opinion,  can  never  be  done  without  giving  an 

indulgence  to  all  protejlant  di ([enters.  It  is  certainly  a  very 
“  uneafy  kind  of  life  to  any  man,  that  has  either  chriftian 
tc  charity,  humanity,  or  good-nature,  to  fee  his  fellow-fubje&s 
“  daily  abufed,  diverted  of  their  liberty  and  birth-rights,  and 
“  miferably  thrown  out  of  their  poflefiions  and  freeholds, 
tc  only  becaufe  they  cannot  agree  with  others  in  fome  opi- 
“  nions  and  niceties  of  religion,  which  their  confciences  will 
46  not  give  them  leave  to  confent  to,  and  which,  even  by  the 
“  confeflion  of  thofe  who  would  impofe  them,  are  no  ways 
“  neceffary  to  falvation. 

“  But,  my  lords,  befides  this,  and  all  that  may  be  faid 
“  upon  it,  in  order  to  the  improvement  of  our  trade  and  in- 
“  creafe  of  the  wealth,  ftrength,  and  greatnefs  of  this  na- 
“  tion,  (which,  with  your  leave,  I  fhall  prefume  to  difcourfe 
“  of  fome  other  time)  there  is,  methinks,  in  thisnotion  of 
ic  perfecution,  a  very  grofs  mirtake,  both  as  to  the  point  of 
“  government  and  the  point  of  religion:  there  is  fo  as  to  the 
“  point  of  government ,  becaufe  it  makes  every  man’s  fafety 
“  depend  upon  the  wrong  place,  not  upon  the  governors, 
“  or  man’s  living  well  towards  the  civil  government  erta- 
“  blifhed  by  law,  but  upon  his  being  tranfported  with  zeal  for 
“  every  opinion  that  is  held  by  thofe  that  have  power  in  the 
“  church  that  is  in  fafhion;  and  I  conceive  it  is  a  mirtake  in 
“  religion ,  becaufe  it  is  pofitively  againft  the  exprefs  doftrine 
“  and  example  of  Jefus  Chrifi .  Nay,  my  lords,  as  to  our 
“  protertant  religion,  there  is  fomething  in  it  yet  w’orfe,  for 
“  we  proteftants  maintain  that  none  of  thofe  opinions  which 
“  chriiliians  differ  about  are  infallible,  and  therefore  in  us  it 
“  is  fomev/hat  an  inexcufable  conception,  that  men  ought  to 
“  be  deprived  of  their  inheritance,  and  all  the  certain  con- 
“  veniencies  and  advantages  of  life,  becaufe  they  will  not 
“  agree  with  us  in  our  uncertain  opinions  of  religion. 

“  My  humble  motion  therefore  to  your  lordfhips  is,  that 
“  you  will  give  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indulgence  to  all 
“  protejlant  dijfenters.  I  know  very  well,  that  every  peer 
“  in  this  realm  has  a  right  to  bring  into  parliament  any  bill 
“  he  conceives  to  be  ufeful  to  his  nation;  but  I  thought  it 
€C  more  refpe&ful  to  your  lordfhips  to  afk  your  leave  before; 
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«  and  I  cannot  think  the  doing  it  will  be  any  prejudice  to  the 
“  bill,  becaufe  I  am  confident  the  reafon,  the  prudence,  and 
u  the  charitablenefs  of  it,  will  be  able  to  juftify  it  to  this 
“  houfe,  and  to  the  whole  world.”  Accordingly  the  houfe 
gave  his  grace  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  this  purpofe  ;  but 
thistand  fome  others  were  loft  by 'the  warm  debates  which 
arofe  in  the  houfe  upon  the  impeachment  ot  the  earl  of 
Danby ,  and  which  occafioned  the  fudden  prorogation  of  the 
parliament  June  9,  without  having  palled  one  publick  bill; 
after  which  his  majefty,  upon  further  difcontent,  prorogued 
them  for  fifteen  months,  which  gave  occalion  to  a  queftion 
in  the  enfuingfeffipn,  whether  they  were  not  legally  diffolved. 

From  this  time  to  the  difcovery  of  the  popilh  plot,  par¬ 
liaments  were  called  and  adjourned  (fays  Mr.  Coke )  by  order 
from  France  or  French  minifters  and  penfioners,  to  carry  on 
the  defign  of  promoting  the  catholick  caufe  in  malquerade.* 
The  king  himfelf  was  a  known  penfioner  of  Lewis  XIV. 
who  had  appropriated  a  fund  of  twenty  millions  of  livres  for 
the  fervice  of  thefe  kingdoms,  dut  of  which  the  duke  of  Tork, 
and  the  prime  minifters  and  leaders  of  parties,  received  the 
wages  of  their  commiflion,  according  as  the  French  ambaffa- 
dor  reprefented  their  merit.  The  penfioners  made  it  their 
bufinefs  to  raife  the  cry  of  the  church’s  danger,  and  of  the 
return  of  forty-one.  This  was  fpread  over  the  whole  nation 
in  a  variety  of  pamphlets,  and  news-papers,  &c.  written 
by  their  own  hirelings;  and  if  they  met  with  oppofition  from 
the  friends  of  the  country,  the  authors  and  printers  were  fure 
to  be  fined  and  impriloned.  A  reward  of  fifty  pounds  was  of¬ 
fered  for  the  printer  of  a  pamphlet,  fuppofed  to  be  written  by 
Andrew  Marvel,  entitled.  An  account  of  the  growth  of  power, 
and  a  feafonable  argument  to  all  grand  juries;  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  for  the  perfons  who  conveyed  it  to  the  prefs. 
No  man  could  publifti  any  thing  on  the  fide  of  liberty  and 
the  proteftant  religion,  but  with  the  hazard  of  a  prifon,  and 
a  confiderable  fine;  nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  confidering 
that  Sir  Roger  DEjlrange  was  the  foie  licenfer  of  the  prefs. 

This  gentleman  was  a  penfioner  of  the  court,  and  a  cham¬ 
pion  for  the  prerogative;  he  was  a  younger  Ion  of  Sir  Ham - 
iwnd  Id  EJl range  of  Norfolk,  who,  having  conceived  hopes 


*  Dete6l,  p.  500, 
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of  furprifing  the  town  of  Lynn  for  his  majefty  in  the  year 
1644,  obtained  a  commiffion  from  the  king  for  that  purpofe, 
but  being  apprehended  and  tried  by  a  court-martial,  for 
coming  into  the  parliament’s  quarters  as  a  fpy,  he  was  con¬ 
demned,  and  ordered  to  be  executed  in  Smithfield  Jan.  2, 

1 744-5?  but  by  the  interceffion  of  fome  powerful  friends  he 
was  reprieved,  and  kept  in  Newgate  feveral  years.  His 
bufferings  made  iuch  an  impreffion  on  his  fpirit,  that  on  the 
king’s  reftoration,  he  was  refolved  to  make  reprifals  on  the 
whole  party.  He  was  mailer  of  a  fine  Englifh  flile,  and-,  of 
a  great  deal  of  keen  wit,  which  he  employed  without  any 
regard  to  truth  or  candour,  in  the  fervice  of  popery  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  power,  and  in  vilifying  the  bed  and  mod  undoubted 
patriots.  Never  did  man  fight  fo,  to  force  the  diffenters  into 
the  church,  (lays  Coke)  and  when  he  had  got  them  there, 
branded  them  for  trimmers ,  and  would  turn  them  out  apain. 

7  o 

He  was  a  moit:  mercenary  writer,  and  had  a  pen  at  the  fervice 
of  thofe  who  would  pay  him  beft.  Forty-one  was  his  retreat 
againftall  who  durft  contend  againfl  him  and  the  prerogative. 
Sir  Roger  obferved  no  meafures  with  his  adverfaries  in  his 
Weekly  Obfervators ,  Citt  and  Bumpkin, Foxes  and  Firebrands  * ** 
and  other  pamphlets ;  and  when  the  falfenefs  of  his  reafoning, 
and  infolence  of  his  farcafm,  were  expofed,  like  a  fecond 
Don  Sfuixot,  he  called  aloud  to  the  civil  magiftrate  to  come 

*  Dr.  Grey  C ays,  that  Sir  Roger  VEf  range  was  not  the  author  of  this 
work;  that  the  firfi;  part  was  written  by  Dr.  Nalfon>  and  the  other  parts, 
if  he  mifiook  not,  by  Mr.  Ware,  the  fon  of  Sir  "James  Ware ,  the  great  an¬ 
tiquarian.  The  moft  valuable  of  Sir  Roger  VEftrange's  publications  is  rec¬ 
koned  to  be  his  Tranilation  of  Jofepkus.  His  ftile,  which  Mr.  Neal  com¬ 
mends,  has  been  feverely  cenfured  by  other  writers.  Mr.  Gordon  fays,  that 
his  productions  are  not  fit  to  be  read  by  any  who  have  tafte  and  good- 
breeding  :  they  are  full  of  technical  terms,  of  phrafes  picked  up  in  the 
€<  theftreets,  from  apprentices  and  porters,  and  nothing  can  be  more  low 
4<  and  naufeous.”  Mr.  Granger  obferves,  that  VEftrange  was  one  of  the 
great  corrupters  of  our  language,  by  excluding  vowels  and  other  letters 
commonly  pronounced,  and  introducing  “  pert  and  affe&ed  phrafes.”  He 
was  licenfer  of  the  prefs  to  Charles  and  James  II.  and  died  i  ith  Decem¬ 
ber,  1704,  JEft,  88.  Queen  Mary,  we  are  told,  made  this  anagram  on 
his  name. 

“  Roger  L’Eftrange, 

**  Lying  Strange  Roger.” 

British  Biography,  vol.  vi.  p.  317.  Granger’s  Hifiory  of  England,  vol.  iv« 
p»  E©« 
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in  to  his  aid.  He  reprefented  the  religion  of  the  diflenttrs, 
as  a  medley  of  folly  and  enthufiafm;  their  principles  and 
tempers  as  turbulent,  fecutious,  and  utterly  inccnffi.mit  with 
the  peace  of  the  ftate;  their  pretences  as  frivolous,  and  often 
hypocritical.  He  excited  the  government  to  ufe  the  utmoft 
feverities  to  extirpate  them  out  of  the  kingdom.  ‘  He  :ur- 
nifhed  the  clergy  with  pulpit  materials  to  rail  at  them,  which 
they  improved  with  equal  eagernefs  and  inddcretion;  fo  that 
popery  was  forgot,  and  nothing  fo  common  in  their  mouths 
as  forty-one.  UEJlrange  publiihed  fome  of  the  incautious  ex- 
preffions  of  fome  of  the  diffenters  in  the  late  times,  which  he 
picked  out  of  their  writings,  to  excite  the  populace  againft 
the  whole  party,  as  if  it  had  not  been  eafy  to  make  reprifals 
from  the  ranting  expreffions  of  the  tories  of  this  reign :  for 
thefe  exploits  he  was  maintained  by  the  court,  and  knighted; 
and  yet  when  the  tide  turned  in  the  reign  of  king  James  II. 
he  forgot  his  raillery  againjl  the  principles  of  the  non-conform- 
jjls ,  and  wrote  as  zealoufly  for  liberty  of  confcience,  on  the 
foot  of  the  difpenfing  power,  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom. 

But  in  anfwer  to  the  inveftives  of  this  vena!  tribe,  a  pam¬ 
phlet  was  publiihed  with  the  approbation  of  feveral  minifters, 
entitled,  the  Principles  and  Pratt  ices  of  feveral  Ntm-conformi/ls , 
fhewing  that  their  religion  is  no  other  than  what  is  profeffed  in 
the  church  of  England.  The  authors  declare,!  “  that  they 
“  heartily  own  the  proteftant  reformation  in  dottrine ,  as  con- 

“  tained  in  the  articles  of  the  church  of  England - that 

«  they  are  willing  to  embrace  bilhop  UJher’s  model  of  church 

“  government,  which  king  Charles  1.  admitted - they 

“  hold  it  unlawful,  by  the  conftitution  and  laws  of  this 
“  kingdom,  for  fubjefts  to  take  arms  againft  the  king,  his 
“  office,  authority,  or  perfon,  or  thofe  legally  commiffioned 
<c  and  authorized  by  him;  nor  will  they  endeavour  any  al- 
“  teration  in  church  or  ftate  by  any  other  means  than  by 
<£  prayer  to  God,  and  by  petitioning  their  fuperiors - 

*  Burnet,  vol.ii.  p.252.  Rapin. 

f  To  diferedit  Mr.  Corbet's  piece.  Dr.  Grey  refers  to  Anthony  Wood's 
chara&er  of  him,  as  a  preacher  of  fedition,  and  a  vilifer  of  the  king  and  his 
party.  But  with  fuch  writers  every  fentiment,  that  does  not  breathe  the 
fpirit  of  paffive  obedience,  isfeditious.  Beiides,  Mr.  Corbet's  vindication 
turned  on  notorious  fa£ts.  Ed.* 
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tt  f]Cy  acknow,edSe  die  king’s  fupremacy  over  all  per- 

k°ns,  fife,  within  his  dominions - they  declare  that  their 

“  doctrine  tends  to  no  unquietnefs  or  confuiion,  any  more 
“  than  the  doftrine  of  the  church  of  England.  And  they 
“  think  it  not  fair  dealing  in  their  adverfaries,  to  repeat 
“  and  aggravate  all  intemperate  paflages  vented  in  the  late 
“  times,  when  impetuous  actings  hurried  men  into  extre- 
“  cities ;  and  they  apprehend  it  would  not  tend  to  the  ad- 
“  vantage  of  the  conforming  clergy ,  if  col ledlions  Jhould  be  pub - 
“  lijhed  of  all  their  imprudences  and  weaknejfes ,  as  has  been 
‘‘  done  on  the  other  Jlde - they  abhor  ieditious  conven¬ 

ticles,  and  affirm,  that  iniurrecHons  were  never  contrived 
m  then  meetings,  not  in  any  whereof  they  are  confcious. 
“  Experience  (fay  they)  hath  witneffed  our  peacnablenefs, 
and  that  diiloyalty  or  (edition  is  not  to  be  found  among  us, 
14  by  the  mod  inquifrtive  of  our  adverfaries. — They  defire 
the  chui  ch  of  England  to  take  notice,  that  they  have  no 
mind  to  promote  popifh  deflgns;  that  they  are  aware  of 
“  the  advantage  that  papifts  make  of  the  divifions  of  pro- 
“  teftants — that  the  inveftives  thrown  out  againft  them,  are 
“  made  up  only  of  big  and  fwelling  words,  or  of  the  indif- 

44  cretions  of  a  few,  with  which  they  are  not  chargeable _ 

“  they  do  not  pretend  to  be  courtiers  or  philofophers,  but 
“  they  teach  their  people  to  fear  God  and  honour  the  king; 
“  to  love  the  brotherhood,  to  bridle  their  tongues,  to  be 
“  meek  and  lowly,  and  do  their  own  work  with  quietnefs.”* 
Though  the  perfecution  continued  very  fierce,  the  non- 
-conformilfs  ventured  to  affemble  in  private,  and  feveral 
pamphlets  were  publifhed  about  this  time  [1676]  in  their 
defence;  as,  the  Peaceable  Defgn;  or,  an  account  of  the  Non- 
conformijl  meetings ;  by  fome  London  minifters:  defigned,  fays 

Dr.  Stillingfeet,  to  be  prefented  to  parliament.  Reafons  which 

•  “ 

4  % 

*  the  15  th  of  January,  1675-6,  died  Dorothy  the  wife  of'  Richard 
Cromwell ,  in  the  49th  year  of  her  age ;  who,  it  is  thought,  never  faw  her 
jhufband  after  he  retired  into  France.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Richard 
Major,  efq;  of  Hurfty  in  Hamplhire,  where  fhe  was  married  on  the  iftof 
May  1649.  The  charadler  given  of  her  is,  “that  fhe  was  a  prudent, 

€f  godly,  pra&ical  chriftian.”  So  far,  it  is  obferved,  this  lady  has  been 
happy,  that  amongft  the  illiberal  things  that  have  been  levelled  againft  the 
prote&oral  houfe  of  Cromwell ,  her  chara&er  is  almoft  the  only  one,  that 
lcandal  has  left  untouched.  Biographia  Britan.  2d  ed.  vol.  iv.  p.  538. 
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prevailed  with  the  dijfenter  in  Brijlol  to  continue  their  meetings, 
however  profecuted  or  dijlurbed — Separation  no  Schifm — A 
Rebuke  to  Informers ;  with  a  plea  for  the  Miniflers  of  the  Gofpel 
called  Non-conformijls,  and  their  meetings ;  with  advice  to  thofe 
to  whom  the  informers  apply  for  ajfijlance  in  their  undertaking. 

Informers  were  now  become  the  terror  of  the  non- 
conformiits,  and  the  reproach  of  a  civilized  nation.*  They 
went  about  in  difguife,  and,  like  wandering  {trailers,  lived 
upon  the  plunder  of  indulfrious  families,  llieyaica  fclcfi 
company  (fays  the  Conformifts’  Plea  for  the  Non-conformijls ) 
whom  the  long-fuffering  of  God  permits  for  a  time;  they 
are  of  no  good  reputation;  they  do  not  fo  much  as  know 
the  names  or  perfons  in  the  country  whom  they  moled:,  but 
go  by  report  of  their  under-fervants  and  accomplices.  They 
come  from  two  or  three  counties  oft,  to  fet  up  this  new  trade; 
whether  they  are  papifts  or  nominal  proteftants,  who  can 
tell  ?  They  never  go  to  their  parifh  churches,  nor  any  other, 
but  lie  in  wait  and  ambufli  for  their  prey;  their  eftate  is  in- 
vifible,  their  country  unknown  to  many,  and  their  morals 
are  as  bad  as  the  very  dregs  of 'the  age:  thefe  are  the  men 
who  direft  and  rule  many  of  the  magiftrates ;  who  live  upon 
the  fpoil  of  better  chriftians  and  fubje&s  than  themfelves, 
and  go  away  with  honeft  men’s  goods  honeftly  gotten. -j- — 
They  are  generally  poor,  (fays  another  writer)  as  are  many 
of  the  jujlices,  fo  that  they  fhared  the  booty  belonging  to 
the  king  as  well  as  the  poor  among  themfelves ;  by  which 
means  the  king  and  the  poor  got  but  little.  J 

Their  practice  was  to  infatuate  themfelves  into  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  fome  under-fervants,  or  lodgers  in  a  non-conformifl 
family ,  under  the  cloak  of  religion,  in  order  to  difcover  the 
place  of  their  meeting.  They  walked  the  ftreets  on  the  Lord’s 
day,  to  obferve  which  way  any  fufpected  perfons  went.  They 
frequently  fat  down  in  coffee-houfes,  and  places  of  publick 
refort,  to  liften  to  converfation.  They  could  turn  them- 


*  Conform.  Plea,  part  iii.  p.  8,  9,  10.  -f  Sewel,  p.  493. 

J  Dr.  Grey  Is  angry  with  Mr.  Neal  for  not  quoting  the  remainder  of  the 
paragraph  from  Sewel :  in  which  that  writer  owns  that  fome  honeft  juftices 
difcouraged  the  pradlices  of  the  informers,  and  availed  themfelves  of  any 
defedl  or  failure  in  their  evidence,  to  clear  thofe  againft  whom  they  in¬ 
formed.  Ed. 
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felves  into  any  lhape,  and  counterfeit  any  principles  to  obtain 
t  ieir  ends.  When  they  had  difcovered  a  conventicle,  they  im« 
mediately  got  a  warrant  from  fome  who  were  called  confiding; 
j  lift  ices,  to  break  open  the  houfe.  If  the  minifter  was  in  the 
midlt  of  his  lermon  or  prayer,  they  commanded  him  in  the 
king’s  name,  to  come  down  from  his  pulpit;  and  if  he  did 
not  immediately  obey,  a  file  of  mufqueteers  was  ufually  fent 
up  to  pull  him  down  by  force,  and  to  take  him  into  cuftody; 
the  congregation  was  broke  up,  and  the  people  guarded 
along  the  ftreet  to  a  magiftrate,  and  from  him  to  a  prifon, 
unlefs  they  immediately  paid  their  fines:  the  goods  of  the 

home  weie  rifled,  and  frequently  carried  off,  as  a  fecurity 
for  the  large  fine  fet  upon  it. 

This  was  a  new  way  of  raifing  contributions,  but  it  feldom 
or  never  profpered ;  that  which  was  ill-gotten  was  as  ill- 
fpent,  upon  lewd  women,  or  in  taverns  and  ale-houfes,  in 
gaming,  or  fome  kind  of  debauchery.  An  infor?ner  was  but 
one  degree  above  a  beggar;  there  was  a  remarkable  blaft  of 
providence  upon  their  perfons  and  fubfiance:  molt  of  them 
died  in  poverty  and  extreme  mifery;  and  as  they  lived  in  dif- 
grace,  they  feemed  to  die  by  a  remarkable  hand  of  God. 
Stroud  and  Marjhal,  with  all  their  plunder,  could  not  keep 
out  of  prifon;  and  when  Keting ,  another  informer,  was  con¬ 
fined  for  debt,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Baxter  to  endeavour  his  de¬ 
liverance,  confeffing  he  believed  God  had  fent  that  calamity 
upon  him,  for  giving  him  fo  much  trouble.  Another  died 
in  the  Compter  for  debt;  and  great  numbers  by  their  vices 
came  to  miferable  and  untimely  ends. 

But  as  fome  died  off,  others  lucceeded,  who  by  the  infti- 
gation  of  the  court  difturbed  all  the  meetings  they  could  find. 
The  king  commanded  the  judges  and  juftices  of  Londonto  put 
the  penal  laws  in  ftrift  execution;  and  Sir  ft  of.  Sheldon ,  lord- 
mayor,  and  kinfman  to  the  archbilhop,  did  not  fail  to  do  his 
part.  Sir  Tho.  Davis  iffued  a  warrant  to  diftrain  on  Mr.  Baxter 
for  50I.  on  account  of  his  leffure  in  New-ftreet;  and  when 
he  had  built  a  little  chapel  in  Oxenden-fireet,  the  doors  were 
fhut  up  after  he  had  preached  in  it  once.  In  April  this  year, 
[j  1 6763  he  was  difturbed  by  a  company  of  conftables  and 
officers,  as  he  was  preaching  in  Swallow-ftreet,  who  beat 
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drums  under  the  windows,  to  interrupt  the  fervice,  becaufe 
they  had  not  a  warrant  to  break  open  the  houfe. 

The  court  bifliops,  as  has  been  obferved  more  than  once, 
puflied  on  the  informers  to  do  all  the  mifchief  they  could  to 
the  non-conformifts;  “  the  prelates  will  not  fuffer  them  to 
«  be  quiet  in  their  families,*  (fays  a  confiderable  writer  of 
«  thefe times)  though  they  have  given  large  and  ample  tef- 
<c  timonies,  that  they  are  willing  to  live  quietly  by  their 

“  church  neighbours - ”  The  dilfenting  proteftants  have 

been  reputed  the  only  enemies  of  the  nation,  and  therefore 
only  perfecuted,  (fays  a  noble  writer)  while  the  papifts  re¬ 
main  undifturbed,  being  by  the  court  thought  loyal,  and 
by  our  great  bifliops  not  dangerous.  Mr.  Locke ,  bifliop 
Burnet ,  and  others,  have  fet  a  mark  upon  the  names  of  arch- 
bifliop  Sheldon ,  bifliop  Morley ,  Gunnings  Henchman ,  Wardj 
&c.  which  will  not  be  eafily  erafed;  but  I  mention  no  more, 
becaufe  there  were  others  of  a  better  fpirit,  who  refided  in 
their  diocefes,  and  had  no  concern  with  the  court. 

Among  thefe  we  may  reckon  Dr.  Edward  Reynolds ,  bifliop 
of  Norwich,  born  in  Southampton  1599,  and  educated  in 
Me  rton  college,  Oxford;  he  was  preacher  to  the  fociety 
of  Lincoln’s-Inn,  and  reckoned  one  of  the  moft  eloquent 
preachers  of  his  age,  though  he  had  fome  hoarfenefs  in  his 
voice.f  In  the  time  of  the  civil  wars  he  took  part  with  the 
parliament,  and  was  one  of  the  affembly  of  divines .  In  the 
year  1646,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  preachers  to  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  afterwards  a  vijitor .  Upon  the 
reform  of  the  univerfity,  he  was  made  dean  of  Chrift-church, 
and  vice-chancellor.  After  the  king’s  death,  he  loft  his 
deanery  for  refufing  the  engagement ,  but  complied  with  all 
the  other  changes  till  the  king’s  reftoration,  when  he  ap¬ 
peared  with  the  prefbyterians,  but  was  prevailed  with  to  ac¬ 
cept  abiflioprick  on  the  terms  of  the  king’s  declaration,  which 
never  took  place.  He  was  a  perfon  of  Angular  affability, 
meeknefs,  and  humility,  and  a  frequent  preacher. £  He  was 

*  State  Tracts,  vol.  ii.  p.  54,  55.  Vol.  iii.  p.  42,  &c. 
f  Wood’s  Atlien.  Oxon.  vol.  ii.  p.  420, 
l  “  He  was  univerfally  allowed,”  lays  Mr  ..Granger,  “  to  be  a  man  of 
‘c  extraordinary  parts,  and  difcovers  in  his  writings  a  richnefs  of  fancy  as 
Ci  well  as  a  folidity  of  judgement.”  He  was  buried  in  the  new  chapel  be¬ 
longing  to  his  palace,  which  he  built  at  his  own  cxpence.  Hillory  of 
England,  vol,  iii.  p.  241, 
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a  conftant  refident  in  his  diocefe*  and  a  good  old  Puritan, 
who  never  concerned  himfelfwith  the  politicks  of  the  court! 
He  died  at  Norwich  Jan.  16,  1676,  atatis  feventy-fix. 

[On  May  the  22d,  1 676,  died,  aged  73,  the  pious  and 
learned  Mr.  John  Fombes ,  B.  D.  ejefted  from  the  living  of 
Leominfter,  in  Herefordfhire.  He  was  born,  in  1603^  at 
Bewdley  in  Worcefterfhire.  At  fifteen  years  of  age,  hav¬ 
ing  made  a  good  proficiency  in  grammar  learning,  he  was 
fent  to  Magdalen-hall,  Oxford;  where  he  ftudied  under  the 
celebrated  Mr.  William  Pemble\  upon  whofe  deceafe  he  was 
chofen,.  though  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  fuch  was  the 
reputation  of  his  parts  and  learning,  to  fucceed  him  in  the 
catechetical  lefture  in  that  hall.  He  held  this  lefture  about 
feven  years,  and  then  removed  firft  to  Worcefter,  and  then 
to  Leominfter;  in  both  places  he  had  the  name  of  a  very 
popular  preacher ;  and  of  the  latter  living  he  was,  foon  after, 
poflefled;  and  as  the  emolument  of  it  was  fmall,  lord  vifcount 
Scudamore ,  out  of  refpefl  to  Mr.  Tombes ,  made  an  addition 
to  it.  In  1641  he  was,  through  the  fpirit  of  the  church 
party,  obliged  to  leave  this  town;  and  fled  to  Briftol,  where 
general  Fiennes  gave  him  the  living  of  All-Saints.  The  city 
being  taken  by  the  king's  party,  his  wife  and  children  being 
plundered,  and  a  fpecial  warrant  being  out  to  apprehend 
him,  he  efcaped  with  difficulty,  and  got  to  London  with  his 
family,  Sept.  22,  1643.  Here  he  was  fometime  minifter  of 
Fehchurch,  till  his  flipend  was  taken  away  for  not  praftifing 
the  baptifm  of  infants.  He  was  then  chofen  preacher  to  the 
honourable  focieties  at  the  Temple,  on  condition  that  he 
would  not  touch  on  the  controverfy  about  it  in  the  pulpit. 
Here  he  continued  four  years,  and  was  then  difmifled  for 
having  publifhed  a  treatife  on  the  fubjeft.  He  was,  after 
this,  chofen  minifter  in  the  town  of  his  nativity,  and  had  alfo 
the  parfonage  of  Rofte  given  him,  but  he  gave  up  his  intereft 
in  the  latter,  to  accept  the  mafterfhip  of  the  hofpital  at  Led¬ 
bury.  When  tiie  affecHons  of  the  people  at  Bewdley  were 
alienated  from  him,  on  account  of  his  fentiments  on  baptifm, 
he  was  reftored  to  his  living  at  Leominfter.  In  1653,  he 
was  appointed  a  fryer  for  candidates  for  the  miniftry.  After 
the  Reftoration  he  quitted  his  places,  and  laid  down  the  mi¬ 
niftry,  and  went  to  refide  at  Salifbury;  from  whence  he  had 
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not  long  before  married  a  rich  widow,  and  conformed  to  the 
church  as  a  lay -communicant.  He  was  held  in  great  relpeft  by 
lord  chancellor  Hyde ,  bifliop  Sanderfon ,  bifhop  Barlow ,  and 
Dr.  Ward  bifliop  of  Salifbury,  whom,  during  his  refidence  in 
that  city,  he  often  vifited,  Mr.  Wood  fays,  “  that  there  were 
46  few  better  difputants  in  his  age  than  he  was.”  Mr.  Wall 
fpeaks  of  him  as  “  a  man  of  the  belt  parts  in  our  nation,  and 
cc  perhaps  in  any.”  Dr.  Calamy  reprefents  him  as  one, 
whom  all  the  world  muft  own  to  have  been  a  very  con- 
44  fiderable  man  and  an  excellent  fcholar.”  And.  it  perpe¬ 
tuates  his  memory  with  honour,  that  the  lords,  in  their  con¬ 
ference  with  the  commons,  in  1702,  on  the  bill  to  prevent 
occafional  conformity ,  fupported  their  argument,  that  recei¬ 
ving  the  facrament  in  church  did  not  neceflarily  import  an 
entire  conformity ,  by  an  appeal  to  his  example:  cc  There  was  a 
“  very  learned  and  famous  man,”  faid  they,  “  that  lived  at 
Salifbury*'  Mr.  To?nbes ,  who  was  a  very  zealous  conformiji 
“  in  all  points  but  in  one,  infant  baptifm.”  Mr.  Tombes  was 
one  of  the  firft  of  the  clergy  of  his  day,  who  attempted  a  re¬ 
formation  in  the  church,  and  to  remove  all  human  inventions 
in  the  worfhip  of  God:  with  this  view  he  preached  a  fermon, 
which  he  was  commanded  by  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
print.  So  early  as  the  year  1627,  being  led  in  the  courfe  of 
his  leftures  to  difeufs  the  fubjeft  of  baptifm,  he  was  brought 
into  doubts  concerning  the  authority  for  that  of  infants, 
which  for  fome  years  he  continued  to  praftife  only  on  the 
ground  of  the  apoftle’s  words,  1  Cor.  vii.  14.  But  the 
anfwerhe  received  to  that  argument  from  an  ingenious  bap - 
tifi  at  Briftol,  put  him  to  a  Hand  as  to  that  text.  When  he 
Was  in  London,  he  confulted  fome  of  the  learned  minifters 
there  on  the  queftion,  and  at  a  particular  conference  debated 
the  matters  with  them;  but  it  broke  up  without  obviating  his 
objections.  He  afterwards  laid  his  reafons  for  doubting  the 
lawfulnefs  of  the  common  pra&ice  in  Latin  before  the  Weft- 
minder  affembly:  after  waiting  many  months,  though  he  had 
been  informed  that  a  committee  wTas  to  be  appointed  to  con- 
fider  the  point,  he  could  obtain  no  anfwer,  nor  hear  that  it 
was  fo  much  as  admitted  to  a  debate;.,  but  his  papers  were 
tolled  up  and  down  from  one  to  another  to  expofe  him.  On 
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being  difmiffed  from  the  Temple,  he  printed  his  Apology; 
of  which  Mr.  Batchiler  fays,  “  having  perufed  this  mild 
<c  Apology,  I  conceive  that  the  ingenuity,  learning  and  piety, 
“  therein  contained,  deferve  the  prefs.”  He  repeatedly  took 
up  his  pen  in  this  controverfy,  of  which  he  was  judged  to  be 
a  perfect  mailer,  and  he  was  often  drawn  into  publick  depu¬ 
tations  on  it,  particularly  with  Mr.  Baxter ,  at  Bewdley. 
66  I  he  viftory,  as  ufual,”  fays  Mr.  Nelfon ,  cc  was  claimed 

on  both  fides:  but  fome  of  the  learned,  wrho  were  far 
6C  from  approving  his  caufe,  yielded  the  advantage  both 

P^  learning  and  argument  to  Mr.  Tombes  ”*  He  wrote 
more  books  on  the  iubjeft  than  any  one  man  in  England; 
and,  continuing  minifter  of  the  parifli  of  Bewdley,  he  ga¬ 
thered  a  feparate  church  of  thole  of  his  own  perfuafion ; 
which,  though  not  large,  confided  of  fome  members  diftin- 
guilhed  for  their  piety-  and  folid  judgement;  and  three, 
who  were  afterwards  eminent  minifter s  of  that  perfuafion, 
were  trained  up  in  it,  viz.  Mr.  Richard  Adams ,  Mr.  John 
Eccles ,  and  Captain  Boylfton .  It  continued  till  about  the 
time  of  the  king’s  reft  oration.  Crofby’s  Hiftory  of  the 
Baptifts,  vol.  i.  p.  278 — 293.  Palmer’s  Non-conformift 
Memorial,  vol.  ii.  p.  33 — 37  ;  and  Nelfon’s  Life  of  bilhop 
Bull,  p.  249—253.  Ed. 

The  murmurs  of  the  people  againft  the  government,  in- 
creafed  rather  than  diminilhed.  When  the  parliament  met, 
they  addreffed  the  king  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the 
Dutch,  and  other  confederates,  for  preferving  the  Spanilh 
Netherlands,  as  the  only  means  to  fave  Great-Britain  from 
popery  and  flavery.f  But  his  majefty  declared,  he  would 
not  fuffer  his  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace  to  be  in¬ 
vaded,  nor  be  prefcribed  to  as  to  his  alliances.  However, 
he  confented  to  a  feparate  peace  with  the  Dutch,  and  then 
prorogued  the  parliament  to  the  middle  of  July,  by  which 


*  Nelfon’s  Life  of  bifhop  Bull ,  p.  251. 


f  Notwithftanding  this  alarm,'  on  a  calculation  that  was  made,  in  the 
preceding  year,  the  Non-conformift s  of  all  forts,  and  Papifts  included, 
were  found  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  members  of  the  church  of  England , 
as  one  to  twenty  ;  which  W’as  a  number,”  fays  bifhop  Sherlock,  “  too  fmall 
to  hurt  the  conftitution.”  His  Tell  Ad  vindicated,  as  quoted  by  Dr. 
Qalamy ;  Own  Life,  p.  63.  MS.  Ed.  ^ 
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time  the  French  had  almoft  compleated  their  conquefts 
of  the  Spanifli  Flanders.  The  chief  thing  the  parliament 
could  obtain,  was  the  repeal  of  the  popifh  aft  de  haretico 
comburendo .* 

But  when  the  campaign  was  over,  his  majefty  did  one  of 
the  moft  popular  actions  of  his  reign,  which  was  marrying 
the  princefs  Mary,  eldeft  daughter  of  the  duke  of  York,  to 
the  prince  of  Orange.  The  king  imagined  he  could 
oblige  the  Dutch,  by  this  family  alliance,  to  fubmit  to  a  dif¬ 
ad' vantageous  peace  with  the  French;  but  when  the  prince 
declared  roundly,  that  he  would  not  facrifice  his  honour,  nor 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  far  a  wife,  his  majefty  faid,  he  was 
an  honeft  man,  and  gave  him  the  princefs  without  any  condi¬ 
tions,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  the  true  friends  of  their  country, 
who  had  now  a  proteftant  heir  to  the  crown  in  view,  though 
at  fome  diftance.  The  nuptials  were  folemnized  Nov.  4, 
1677,  and  the  royal  pair  foon  after  embarked  privately  for 
Holland.  ' 

This  year  died  archbifhop  Sheldon ,  one  of  the  mod  invete¬ 
rate  enemies  of  the  non-conformifts,  a  man  of  perfecuting 
principles,  and  a  tool  of  the  prerogative,  who  made  a  jeft  of 
religion,  any  farther  than  it  was  a  political  engine  of  date.* 

He 

*  This  writ  was  taken  away,  on  the  principle  of  the  wifdom  of  preven¬ 
tion,  under  the  apprehenfion  of  popery,  4 4  to  preclude  the  rilk  of  being 
“  burnt  themfelves,  not  to  exempt  others  from  the  poflibility  of  being 
44  burnt.”  The  conduct  of  adminidration,  in  this  indance,  “  was  the 
44  effect  of  fear,  not  of  general  and  enlarged  principles.” 

Hobhoufe’s  Treatife  on  Herefy,  p.  29,  note. 

Another  modern  writer  obferves,  that  “  though  the  Jlate,  in  this  in- 
t(  dance,  fliewed  fome  moderation,  neither  then,  nor  at  any  fubfequent 
“  time,  has  any  alteration  been  made  in  the  conditution  of  the  Church .” 
It  dill  aflumes  exclufively  to  itfelf  all  truth ,  and  may  perfecute  fome  fec- 
taries  as  Heretics,  and  punifli  them  by  44  excommunication,  degradation, 
**  and  other  ecclefiadical  cenfures,  notextending  to  death.”  It  is  not  clear, 
that  ecclefiadical  judges  may  not,  even  now,  doom  them  to  the  flames, 
though  the  civil  power  will  not  execute  the  fentence.  High-Church  Po¬ 
liticks,  p.  64.  Ed. 

*  “  I  fcarce  believe,”  fays  Dr.  Grey,  4{  that  the  moderate ,  the  imfar- 
“  tial,  the  peaceable  Mr.  Neal ,  could  write  down  fo  many  untruths,  in  one 
44  paragraph,  without  blufhing.”  The  Do&or  exprefles  himfelf  in  another 
place,  vol.  ii.  p.  320,  difpleafed  with  Mr.  Neal  for  faying,  that  Dr.  Shel¬ 
don  44  never  gave  any  great  fpecimens  of  his  piety  or  learning  to  the  world,” 
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He  was  fucceeded  by  Dr.  Bancroft ,  who  was  deprived  fox 
jacobitifm  at  the  revolution.*  Dr.  Compton  was  promoted  to 
the  fee  of  London,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Henchman ,  a  man  of 
weyk  but  arbitrary  principles,  till  it  came  to  his  turn  to  be 
a  fufferer.f  Many  of  the  bifliops  waited  on  the  king  this 

fummer, 

vdl.  iii.  p.  425.  In  reply  to  this  he  quotes  bifliop  Burnet ,  who  allows  that 
Sheldon  “  was  edeemed  a  learned  man  before  the  wars.”  Here  the  doftcr 
refers  to  bifhop  Kennet,  who  fays  that  Sheldon  <f  withdrew  from  all  date 
<f  affairs  fome  years  before  his  death  ;”  and  to  Eachardy  who  extols  his 
learning  and  piety ,  as  well  as  his  munificent  benefa&ions,  which  we  have 
fpecified,  vol.  iii.  p.  425,  note.  Dr.  Samuel  Parker ,  who  had  been  his 
chaplain,  fays,  “  he  was  a  man  of  undoubted  piety;  bat  though  he  was 
4t  very  afiiduous  at  prayers,  yet  he  did  not  fet  fo  great  a  value  upon  them 
“  as  others  did,  nor  regarded  fo  much  worfhip  as  the  ufe  of  worfhip, 
“  placing  the  chief  point  of  religion  in  the  practice  of  a  good  life.”  Mr. 
Granger  reprefents  him  as  meriting,  by  his  benevolent  heart,  publick 
“  fpirit,  prudent  condudl,  and  exe?nplary  piety ,  the  highed  and  mod  confpi- 
“  cuous  ftation  in  the  church.”  Thefe  characters  of  his  grace  appear ‘to 
contradict  Mr.  NeaL  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  fupuorted  by  the  tedimony 
of  bifhop  Burnet ,  who  fays,  “  He  feemed  not  to  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  re- 
“  ligion,  if  any  at  all,  and  fpoke  of  it  moil  commonly  as  of  an  engine  of 
“  government,  and  a  matter  of  policy :”  and  the  fa£ls>  adduced  above, 
fhew.his  intolerant  fpirit.  But  all  agree  in  deferibing  him  as  a  man  whofe 
generous  and  munificent  deeds  difplayed  a  benevolent  and  liberal  mind,  and 
whofe  pleafantnefs  and  affability  of  manner  were  truly  ingratiating.  “  His 
i(  converfation,”  as  Dr.  Parker  draws  his  character,  “  was  eafy;  he  never 
“  fent  any  man  away  dilcontented ;  among  his  domedicks  he  was  both 
“  pleafant  and  grave,  and  governed  his  family  with  authority  and  courtefy.” 
H  is  advice  to  young  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who,  by  the  order  of  their 
parents,  daily  reforted  to  him,  deferves  to  be  mentioned.  It  was  always 
this :  “  Let  it  be  your  principal  care  to  become  honed  men,  and  afterwards 
“  be  as  devout  and  religious  as  you  will.  No  piety  will  be  of  any  advan- 
“  tage  to  yourfelves  of  any  bodv  elfe,  unlefs  you  are  honed  and  moral  men.” 
Granger,  vol.  iii.  p.  230.  Britifh  Biography,  vol.  v.  p.  25,  26,  note; 
and  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  257.  Ed. 

*  ie  The  bare  mention  of  this  is  fufficient  to  expofe  Mr.  NeaPs  freer 
C(  upon  one  of  th zgreateft,  the  bed,  and  mod  confcientious  prelates.”  Dr. 
Grey,  vol.  iii.  p.  376.  Ed. 

f  Dr.  Grey  affeCts  to  doubt,  whether  Mr.  Neal  defigned  this  character 
for  bifhop  Henchman  or  bifhop  Compton ;  though  Henchman  is  the  imme¬ 
diate  antecedent,  whofe  character  more  properly  follows  the  mention  of  his 
death.  The  doCtor  appeals  from  Mr.  Neal  to  Mr.  Eachard ,  who  com¬ 
mends  bifhop  Henchman's  wifdom  and  prudence,  and  his  admirable  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  king’s  efcape  after  the  battle  of  Worceder.  Mr.  NeaU 
in  fpeaking  of  his  arbitrary  principles,  till  he  was  pinched,  undoubtedly 
refers  to  his  conduct,  when  the  declaration  for  liberty  of  confcience  was 
publiihed.  On  this  occaiion  he  was  much  alarmed,  anddriCUy  e  njoined 
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fummer,  for  his  commands  to  put  the  penal  laws  into  exe¬ 
cution,  which  they  did  with  fo  much  diligence,  that  Mr. 
Baxter  lays,  he  was  fo  weary  of  keeping  his  doors  (hut  againft 
perfons  who  came  to  diftrain  his  goods  for  preaching,  that 
he  was  forced  to  leave  his  houfe,  to  fell  his  goods,  and  part 
with  his  very  books.*  About  twelve  years  (lays  he)  I  have 
been  driven  one  hundred  miles  from  them,  and  when  I  had 
paid  dear  for  the  carriage,  after  two  or  three  years  I  was 
forced  to  fell  them.  This  was  the  cafe  of  many  others,  who, 
being  feparated  from  their  families  and  friends,  and  having 
no  way  of  fubfiftence,  were  forced  to  fell  their  books,  and 
houfhold  furniture,  to  keep  them  from  ftarving. 

’  This  year  [1677]  died  r^e  ^ev*  Dr.  Tho.  Manton ,  eje&ed 
from  Covent-garden;  he  was  born  in  Somerfetlhire  1620, 
educated  at  Tiverton  fchool,  and  from  thence  placed  at 
Wadham  college,  Oxon.  He  was  ordained  by  Dr.  Hall \ 
bilhop  of  Exeter,  when  he  was  not  more  than  twenty  years 
af  age:  his  firft  fettlement  was  at  Stoke-Newington  near 
London,  where  he  continued  feven  years,  being  generally 
dteemed  an  excellent  preacher,  and  a  learned  expofitor  of 
cripture.  Upon  the  death  or  refignation  of  Mr.  Obadiab 
Sedgwick ,  he  was  prefented  to  the  living  of  Covent-garden 
}y  the  duke  of  Bedford ,  and  preached  to  a  numerous  con¬ 
gregation.  The  doftor  was  appointed  one  of  the  prote&or’s 
:haplains,  and  one  of  the  triers  ofperfons’  qualifications  for 
he  miniftry;  which  fervice  he  conftantly  attended.  In  the 
rear  1660,  he  was  very  forward,  in  concert  with  theprefby- 
erian  minifters,  to  accomplilh  the  king’s  reftoration,  and 
vas  one  of  the  commiflioners  at  the  Savoy  conference;  he 
vas  then  created  do&or  of  divinity,  and  offered  the  deanery 
>f  Rochefter,  but  declined  it.  After  he  was  turned  out  of 
lis  1  ving  in  1662,  he  held  a  private  meeting  in  his  own 
loufe,  but  was  imprifoned,  and  met  with  feveral  diffurb- 
inces  in  his  minifterial  work.  He  was  confulted  in  all  the 

ns  clergy  to  preach  againft  popery,  though  it  offended  the  king.  This 
relate  was  lord  almoner,  and  he  was  the  editor  of  the  “  Gentleman’s  Call- 
ig,  ”  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  the  author  of  the  “  Whole  Duty  of  Man.’* 

j ranger,  vol.  iii.  p.  233.  Bilhop  Compton* s  character  will  appear  in  the 
icceedmg  part  of  this  hiftory.  Ed. 

*  Baxter,  part  iii.  p.  171,  172. 
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was  high  in  the  efteem  of  the  duke  of  Bedford ,  earl  of  Man- 
chejler ,  and  other  noble  perfons.  At  length,  finding  his 
conftitution  breaking,  he  refigned  himfelf  to  God’s  wife  dif- 
pofal,  and  being  feized  with  a  kind  of  lethargy,  he  died 
October  18,  1677,  in  the  57th  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  of  Stoke-Newmgton .* 
Dr.  Bates  in  his  funeral  fermon  fays,  he  was  a  divine  of  a 
rich  fancy,  a  ftrong  memory,  and  happy  elocution,  improved 
by  diligent  ftudy.  He  was  an  excellent  chriftian,  a  fervent 
preacher,  and  every  way  a  blelfing  to  the  church  of  God.* 
His  practical  works  were  publilhed  in  five  volumes  in  folio, 
at  feveral  times  after  his  death, and  are  in  great  efteem  among 
the  diflenters  to  this  day. f 

About  the  fame  time  died  Mr.  John  Rowe,  M.  A.  born 
in  the  year  1626,  and  educated  for  fometime  at  Cambridge, 
but  tranflated  to  Oxford  about  the  time  of  the  vifitation  in 
the  year  1648.  Here  he  was  admitted  M.  A.  and  fellow  of 
Corpus-Chrifti  college.  He  was  firft  leaurer  at  Witney  in 
Oxfordfhire ;  afterwards  preacher  at  Tiverton  in  Devonflfire, 
and  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  ejeaing  ignorant  and  in- 
fufficient  minifters  in  that  county.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
William  Strong ,  in  the  year  1654,  he  was  called  to  fucceed 
him  in  the  abbey  church  of  Weftminfter;  at  which  place,  as 

*  Calamv.  vol.  ii.  p.  42;  and  Palmer’s  Noncon.  Mem.  vol.i.  p.  138., 
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**  never  hear  him  read,  nor  read  him  more, 
p  304,  note. 
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in  all  others,  his  fermons  were  very  much  attended  to  by 
perfons  of  all  perfuafions.*  On  the  1 4th  of  March  1 65  9 , 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  approvers  of  minifters  by  aft  of 
parliament;  but  on  the  king’s  reftoration  he  gave  way  to  the 
chano-e  of  the  times,  and  was  filenced  with  Ins  brethren  by 
the  aft  of  uniformity.  He  was  a  divine  of  great  gravity 
and  piety;  his  fermons  were  judicious  and  well.ltudied,  ht 
for  the  audience  of  men  of  the  beft  quality  m  thofe  times. 
After  the  Bartholomew  ad,  he  continued  with  lus  people, 
and  preached  to  them  in  Bartholomew-Clofe,  and  elfewhere, 
as  the  times  would  permit,  till  his  death,  which  happened 
O&ober  12,  1677,  in  the  fifty-fecond  year  of  his  age.  He 
lies  buried  in  Bunhill-fields  under  an  altar  monument  of  a 
brick  foundation.-)-  The  words  with  which  he  concluded  his 
laft  fermon  werethefe;  Wejhould  not  defire  to  continue  longer 
in  this  world  than  to  glorify  God,  to  jiriijh  our  work,  and  to  be 
ready  to  fay.  Farewell,  time-,  welcome,  blejfed  eternity,  even 

fo  come  Lord  Jefus! 


*  Mr.  Rowe  was  a  good  fcholar ,  and  well  read  in  the  Fathers;  and  had 
fuch  a  knowledge  of  Greek,  that  he  began  very  young  to  keep  a  diary  in 
that  language ;  which  he  continued  till  his  death ;  but  he  burnt  moll  01  it  1  n 

his  laft  iTinefs.  Palmer.  Ed. 

f  Calamv,  vol.  ii.  p.  39.  Palmer’s  Noncon.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  1 42. 
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CHAP.  X, 

From  the  Popifli  Plot  to  the  Death  of  King  Charles 
the  Second ,  in  the  Year  1684-5. 

i  Sy  8. 

THE  king  having  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Dutch, 
became  mediator  between  the  French  and  the  con¬ 
federates,  at  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen;  where  the  former 
managed  the  Englifh  court  fo  dexteroufly,  that  the  emperor 
and  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  buy  their  peace,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  belt  part  of  Flanders. 

From  this  time  to  the  end  of  the  king’s  reign,  we  meet 
with  little  elfe  but  domeftick  quarrels  between  the  king  and 
his  parliament;  Jha?n plots ,  and  furious  failles  of  rage  and  re¬ 
venge ,  between  the  court  and  country  parties.  The  non- 
conformifts  were  very  great  fufferers  by  thefe  contefts ;  the 
penal  laws  being  in  full  force,  and  the  execution  of  them 
in  the  hands  of  their  avowed  enemies. 

No  fooner  was  the  nation  at  peace  abroad,  but  a  forinid- 
able  plot  broke  out  at  home,  to  take  away  the  king’s  life, 
to  fubvert  the  conftitution,  to  introduce  popery,  and  to  extir¬ 
pate  the  proteftant  religion  root  and  branch.  It  was  called 
the  popish  plot,  from  the  nature  of  the  defign,  and  the 
quality  of  the  confpirators ,  who  were  no  lefs  than  pope  In - 
nocent  XI.  cardinal  Howard  his  legat;  and  the  generals  of 
the  jefuits  in  Spain  and  at  Rome.*  When  the  king  was 
taken  off,  the  duke  of  Tork  was  to  receive  the  crown  as  a 
gift  from  the  pope,  and  hold  it  in  fee.  If  there  happened 
any  difturbance,  the  city  of  London  was  to  be  fired,  and 
the  infamy  of  the  whole  affair  to  be  laid  upon  the  prefbyte - 
rians  and  fanaticks ,  in  hopes  that  the  churchmen ,  in  the  heat 
of  their  fury,  would  cut  them  in  pieces,  which  would  make 
\yay  for  the  more  eafy  fubverfion  of  the  proteftant  religion. 

*  Eachard,  p,  934. 
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Thus  an  infurreftion,  and  perhaps  a  fecond  maffacre  of  the 
pro.teftants,  was  intended;  for  this  purpofe  they  had  great 
numbers  of  popifh  officers  in  pay,  and  fome  tliouiands  ot 
men  fecretly  lifted  to  appear  as  occafion  required;  as  was  de- 
pofedby  the  oaths  of  Bcdloe ,  Tongue ,  Dr.  Oates ,  and  otlieis. 

Thedifcovery  of  this  plot,  fpread  a  prodigious  alarm  ovci 
the  nation,  and  awakened  the  fears  of  thofe  who  had  been 
lulled  into  a  fatal  fecurity.  The  king’s  life  was  the  mote 
valuable  becaufe  of  the  popijh  fuccejf'or ,  who  was  willing  to 
run  all  rifles  for  the  introducing  his  religion.  JLhemuidei  of 
Sir  Edmuridbury  Godfrey *  at  this  juncture,  a  zealous  and 

*  The  death  of  this  gentleman,  an  able  magiftrate  and  of  a  fair  chaiac- 
ter,  was  deemed  a  much  ftronger  evidence  of  the  reality  ol  the  plot,  than 
the  oath  of  Oates.  The  fbolifti  circumftance  of  his  name  being  anagram- 
adzed  to  “  I  find  murdered  by  rogues,”  helped  to  confirm  the  opinion 
of  his  being  murdered  by  papifts.  His  funeral  was  celebrated  with  t.<e 
mod  folemn  pomp.  Seventy-two  clergymen  preceded  the  corpfe,  which  v  as 
followed  by  a  thoufand  perfons,  mod  of  whom  were  of  eminence  and  rank. 
Granger’s  Hidory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  400.  Svo. 

This  fhews  the  intered  which  the  publick  took  in  this  event. .  So  great  was 
the  alarm  this  plot  raifed,  that  pods  and  chains  were  put  up  in  all  parts  ot 
the  city,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  the  trained  bands  drawn  out  nighw 
after  night,  well  armed,  and  watching  with  as  much  care  as  if  a  great  iniur- 
rection  were  expected  before  the  morning.  The  general  topicks  of  conven¬ 
tion  were  dcflgned  maffacres,  to  be  perpetrated  by  affaffins  ready  for  the 
purpofe,  and  by  recruits  from  abroad.  A  fudden  darknefs  at  eleven  o  clock, 
on  the  Sunday  after  the  murder  of  Sir  Edmundhury  Godfrey ,  fo  that  the 
miniders  could  not  read  their  notes  in  the  pulpits  without  candles,  was 
looked  upon  as  awfully  ominous.  The  minds  of  people  were  kept  in  agi¬ 
tation  and  terror  by  difmai  dories  and  frequent  executions.  Young  ana 
•old  quaked  with  fear.  Not  a  houfe  was  unprovided  with  arms.  No  one 
went  to  reft  at  night  without  the  appreheniion  of  fome  tragical  event  to  hap¬ 
pen  before  the  morning.  This  date  of  alarm  and  terror  laded  not  for  a  few 
weeks  only,  but  months.  The  pageantry  of  mock-proceflions,  employed 
on  this  occafion,  heightened  the  avejfion  to  popery,  and  inflamed  refent- 
ment  againd  the  confpirators.  in  one  of  thefe,  amidd  a  vad  crpud  of  fpec- 
tators,  who  filled  the  air  with  their  acclamations,  andexprefled  great  latis- 
faetion  in  the  (how,  there  were  carried  on  men’s  fhoulders,  through  the 
principal  dreets,  the  effigies  of  the  pope  and  the  reprefen tative  of  the  deyil 
behind  him,  whifpering  in  his  ear  and  carefling  him,  (though  he  afterwards 
deferted  him,  before  he  was  committed  to  the  flames)  together  with  the 
Hkenefs  of  the  dead  bodv  of  Sir  Edmundhury  Godfrey ,  carried  before  him 
by  a  man  on  horfeback,  to  remind  the  people  of  his  execrable  murder.  A 
great  number  of  dignitaries  in  their  copes,  with  crofTes,  of  monks,  friars, 
jefuits,  and  popiih  hi  {hops  with  their  mitres,  trinkets,  and  appertenances,, 
formed  the  red  of  theproceffion. 

Dr.  Calpmy’sownldfe,  MSS.  p.  67,  S.  Ed. 
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active  proteftant  juflice  of  peace,  increafed  men’s  fufpicions 
of  a  plot ,  and  the  depofitions  upon  oath  of  the  above- 
mentioned  witneffes,  feemed  to  put  it  beyond  all  doubt;  for 
iipon  their  impeachment,  Sir  G.  Wakenian  the  queen’s  phy- 
iician,  Mr.  Ed.  Coleman  the  duke  of  York' s  fecretary,  Mr. 
Richard  Langhorne ,  and  eight  other  romifh  priefls  and  jefuits, 
were  apprehended  and  fecured.  When  the  parliament  met, 
they  voted  that  there  was  a  damnable  belli fh  plot  contrived 
and  carried  on  by  popifh  recufants  againjl  the  life  of  the  king 
and  the  proteftant  religion.  Five  popilh  lords  were  ordered 
into  cuftody,  viz.  lord  Stafford ,  Powis,  Arundel ,  Petre ,  and 
Bellafys .  A  proclamation  was  iflued  againft  papifts;  and  the 
king  was  addreflfed  to  remove  the  duke  of  York  from  his  per- 
fon  and  councils. 

Though  the  king  gave  himfelf  no  credit  to  the  plot,  yet 
finding  it  impracticable  to  Item  the  tide  of  the  people’s  zeal," 
he  confented  to  the  execution  of  the  law  upon  feveral  of  the 
condemned  criminals:  Mr.  Coleman ,  and  five  of  the  jefuits, 
were  executed  at  Tyburn,  who  protefted  their  innocence  to 
the  laft;  and  a  year  or  two  forward  lord  Stafford  was  be¬ 
headed  on  Tower-hill.  But  the  court  party  turned  the  plot 
into  ridicule;  the  king  told  lord  Halifax ,  “  that  it  was  not 
probable  that  the  papifts  fliould  confpire  to  kill  him,  for 
“  have  I  not  been  kind  enough  to  them?  (fays  his  majefty.)” 
Yes,  (fays  his  lordfhip)  you  have  been  too  kind  indeed  to 
them;  but  they  know  you  will  only  trot,  and  they  want  a 
prince  that  will  gallop.”  The  court  employed  their  tool 
Sir  Roger  Id Eftrangef  to  write  a  weekly  paper  againft  ihe 
plot;  and  the  country  party  encouraged  Mr.  Car  to  write  # 
weekly  packet  of  advice  from  Rome,  dif cove  ring  the  frauds  and 
fuperjlitions  of  that  court ;  for  which  he  was  arraigned,  con- 
vifted,  and  fined  in  the  court  of  King’s-bench,  and  his  papers 
forbid  to  be  printed.  An  admirable  order  for  a  proteftant 
court  of  judicature ! 

But  it  was  impoffible  to  allay  the  fears  of  the  parliament, 
who  had  a  quick  fenfe  of  the  danger  of  popery,  and  there- 

*  This  perfon,  of  whom  we  have  already  fpoken,  formerly  called 
“  Oliver’s  Fidler,”  was  now  the  admired  “  Buffoon  of  High-church.” 
He  called  the  Ihows,  mentioned  in  our  laft  note,  “  Hobby-horfing  procef- 
fions.”  Calamy’s  MSS.  p.  67.  Ed. 
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fore  patted  a  bill,  to  difable  all  perfons  of  that  religion  from 
fitting  in  either  houfe  of  parliament,  which  is  lull  in  force, 
being  excepted  out  of  the  aft  of  toleration.*  The  aft  requires 
all  members  of  parliament  to  renounce  by  oath  the  doctrine 
of  tranfuhjlantiation,  and  to  declare  the  worjhip  of  the  virgin 
Mary,  and  of  the  faints ,  practfcd  in  the  church  of  Rome,  to 
he  idolatrous.  Biihop  Gunning  argued  againlt  charging  the 
church  of  Rome  with  idolatry;  but  the  houfe  paid  him  little 

reeard;  and  when  the  bill  was  palled,  he  took  the  oath  m 

0  ' 

common  with  the  reft. 

The  duke  of  1'ork  got  himfelf  excepted  out  of  the 
but  the  fears  of  his  acceffion  to  the  crown  were  fo  great, 
that  there  was  a  loud  talk  of  bringing  a  bill  into  the  houfe, 
to  exclude  him  from  the  fucceffion  as  a  pap  ft,  upon  which 
the  king  came  to  thehoule  November  9,  and  allured  them, 
that  he  would  confent  to  any  bills  for  fecuring  the  proteflant 
religion,  provided  they  did  not  impeach  the  right  of  fucceffion , 
nor  the  defeent  of  the  crown  in  the  true  line,  nor  the  juJI  rights 
of  ant  proteflant  fuccefj'or.  But  this  not  giving  fatisfa&ion, 
his  majefly  towards  the  end  of  December,  firft  prorogued, 
and  then  diffolved  the  parliament,  after  they  had  been 

chofen  almoft  eighteen  years. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve  concerning  the  popifo  plot,\ 
that  though  the  king’s  life  might  not  be  immediately  flruck 
at,  yet  there  was  fuch  ftrong  evidence  to  prove  the  reality 

#  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  21 1. 

f  This  point  was  carried  in  favour  of  the  duke  by  no  more  than  two 
votes.  Had  it  been  negated,  he  would,  in  the  next  place,  have  been  voted 
away  from  the  king’s  prefence.  Sir  John  Rerelby’s  Memoirs,  p.  72.  Ed. 

%  It  was  an  happy  effeft  of  the  difeovery  of  this  plot,  that  while  it  raifed 
in  the  whole  body  of  the  Englifh  proteflant  s  alarming  apprehenfions  of  the 
dangers  to  which  their  civil  and  religious  liberties  were  expofed,  it  united 
them  again!!  their  common  enemy  Mutual  prejudices  were  foftened ;  ani- 
mofities  fubfided :  the  diffenters  were  regarded  as  the  true  friends  of  their 
country,  and  their  aflemblies  began  to  be  more  publick  and  numerous.  At 
this  time  an  evening  le&ure  was  fet  up  in  a  large  room  of  a  coffee-houfe,  in 
Exchange- Alley :  it  was  conduced  by  Mr.  John  Shower,  Mr.  Lambert , 
Mr.  Dorrington,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Goodwin ;  and  it  was  fupported  and  at¬ 
tended  by  fome  of  the  principal  merchants,  and  by  feveral  who  afterwards 
hlled  the  molt  eminent  pofts  in  the  city  of  London. 

Tong’s  Life  of  Shower,  p.  17,  18.  Ed. 

of 


the  history 


57° 


CHAP,  X. 


of  a  plot  to  fubvert  the  conjlitution  and  introduce  poyper ,  that 
no  difinterefted  perfon  can  doubt  it.  Mr.  Rapiny  who  had 
carefully  confidered  the  evidence,  concludes  that  there  was  a 
meditated  defign ,  fupported  by  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Y ork,  to 
render  the  king  abfolute ,  and  introduce  the  popif  h  religion ;  for 
this  is  precifely  what  was  meant  by  the  plot:  the  defign  of 
killing  the  king  was  only  an  appendage  to  it,  and  an  effeft 
of  the  zeal  of  fome  private  perfons,  who  thought  the  plot 
would  be  crowned  with  the  furer  fuccels,  by  fpeedily  fetting 
the  duke  of  York  upon  the  throne.  Bifhop  Burnet  adds,'* 
that  though  the  king  and  he  agreed  in  private  converfation, 
that  the  great  eft  part  of  the  evidence  was  a  contrivance,  yet 
he  confefles  it  appeared  by  Coleman" s  letters,  that  the  defign  ' 
of  converting  the  nation,  and  of  rooting  out  the  northern 
herely,  was  very  near  being  executed.-)-  To  which  I  beg 
leave  to  add,  that  though  the  defign  of  killing  the  king  did 
not  take  place  at  this  time,  his  majefty  felt  the  effects  of  it, 
m  his  violent  death,  four  or  five  years  afterwards. 

This  year  died  Mr.  Thomas  * Vincent ,  M.  A.  the  ejected 
minifter  of  Milk-ftreet,  born  at  Hertford,  May  1634,  and 
educated  in  Chrift-Church,  Oxford. X  He  was  chaplain  to 
Robert  earl  of  Leicejler ,  and  afterwards  minifter  of  Milk- 
ftreet,  London,  till  the  aft  of  uniformity  took  place.  He 
was  an  humble  and  zealous  preacher,  of  moderate  principles, 
and  an  unfpotted  life.  He  continued  in  the  city  throughout 
the  whole  plague,  the  awfulnefs  of  which  gave  him  a  pecu¬ 
liar  fervency  and  zeal  in  his  minifterial  work.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  he  publifhed  fome  very  awakening  treatifes;  as,  A  j pi- 
ritual  antidote  for  a  dying  foul ;  and,  God1  s  terrible  voice  in 

*  This  correfponds  with  his  declarations  to  Sir  John  Rerejly ;  whom 
at  one  time  he  told,  in  the  prefence  of  the  lord  treafurer,  at  the  duchefs  of 
Port/moutb* s  lodgings',  “  He  took  it  to  be  fome  artifice,  and  that  he  did 
“  not  believe  one  word  of  the  whole  dory.’*  At  another  time  his  majefty 
faid  to  him,  “  Bedloe  was  a  rogue,  and  that  he  was  fatisjied  he  had  given 
“  fome  falfe  evidence  concerning  the  death  of  Sir  Eamundbury  Godfrey.” 
Memoirs,  p.  67,  72. 

Dr.  Grey  refers  to  Eachard  and  bifhop  Burnet ,  as  fully  difcrediting  Mr, 
AW’s  account  of  this  plot;  and  with  this  view  gives  a  long  paflage  from 
Carte's  Hiftory  of  the  duke  of  Ormond ,  vol.  ii.  p.  517. 

The  reader  may  fee  the  evidence  both  for  and  againft  it  fully  and  fairly 
Hated  by  Dr,  Harris ,  Life  of  Charles  II.  vol.  ii.  p.  137 — 157c  Ed. 

f  Page  198 — 214.  X  Cal.  cont.'p.  30. 
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the  city*  He  not  only  preached  in  publick,  but  vifited  all 
the  fick  who  fent  for  him  in  their  infefted  houfes,  being  void 
of  all  fear  of  death.  He  continued  in  health  during  the 
whole  of  that  dreadful  calamity,  and  was  afterwards  ufeful, 
as  the  times  would  permit,  to  a  numerous  congregation,  be¬ 
ing  generally  refpe&ed  by  men  of  all  perfuafions;  but  his 
exceilive  labours  put  an  end  to  his  life  O&ober*  15,  1678, 
in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  j- 

Mr.  Theophilus  Gale ,  M.  A.  and  fellow  of  Magdalen  col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  was  ejefted  from  Winchefter,  where  he  had 
been  hated  preacher  for  fometi-me;  after  which  he  travelled 
abroad  as  tutor  to  the  fons  of  Philip  lord  Wharton.  Upon 
his  return,  he  fettled  with  Mr.  John  Rowe  as  an  affiftant,  in 
which  ftation  he*  died.  The  Oxford  hiftorian  allows,  that 
he  was  a  man  of  great  reading,  an  exact  philologift  and  phi- 
lofopher,  a  learned  and  induftrious  divine,  as  appears  by 
his  Court  of  the  Gentiles ,  and  the  vanity  of  Pagan  Philofophy . 
He  kept  a  little  academy  for  the  inftru&ion  of  youth,  and 
was  well  verfedin  the  fathers,  being  at  the  fame  time  a  good 
metaphyfician,  and  fchool  divine.J  He  died  of  a  co’nfumption 
this  year,  [1678]  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age.§ 

M 

*  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  32.  Palmer’s  Noncon.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  125. 

f  Mr.  Thomas  Vincent  had  the  whole  New  Teilament  and  Pfalms  by 
heart.  He  took  this  pains,  as  he  often  laid,  “  not  knowing  but  they  who 
“  took  from  him  his  pulpit,  might  in  time  demand  his  bible  alfo.”  Calamy. 
Befides  his  publications  enumerated  by  this  writer,  Mr.  Vincent ,  on  oc- 
cafion  of  an  eruption  of  Mount  vEtna,  publifhed  a  book,  entitled  tf  Fire 
<c  and  Brimftone  :  1.  From  heaven  in  the  burning  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 
“  formerly.  2.  From  earth,  in  the  burning  of  Mount  JEtna  lately.  3.  From 
*(  hell,  in  burning  of  the  wicked  eternally.”  1670,  8vo.  Granger’s 
Hiftory,  vol.  iii.  p.  329,  note.  Ed. 

X  Mr.  Gale  was  a  frequent  preacher  in  the  univerfity  and  a  confiderable 
tutor  :  bilhop  Hopkins  was  one  of  his  pupils.  He  left  all  his  real  and  per- 
fonal  eftate  for  the  education  and  benefit  of  poor  lludents,  and  his  library  to 
the  college  in  Nevv-England,  except  the  philofophical  part,  which  he  re- 
ferved  for  the  ufe  offtudents  in  England.  The  world  had  like  to  have  loft 
his  great  and  learned  work,  cc  The  Court  of  the  Gentiles,”  in  the  fire  of 
London.  A  friend,  towhofecare  he  left  his  d elk  while  he  was  travelline, 
threw  it  into  the  cart  merely  to  make  the  load,  when  he  was  removing  his 
own  goods.  Palmer,  p.  190.  Britifn  Biography,  vol.  v.  p.  182 — 1  86.  Ed. 

§  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  64.  Palmer,  vol.i.  p.  189. 
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I  he  king  having  fummoned  a  new  parliament  to  meet  in 
March,  all  parties  exerted  themfelves  in  the  eleftions;  the 
non-conformifts  appeared  generally  for  thofe  who  were  for 
profecuting  the  popijhplot ,  and  fe  curing  a  prot  eft  ant  fuccejjion: 
thefe  being  edeemed  patriots  and  friends  of  liberty,  in  op- 
pofition  to  thofe  who  made  a  loud  cry  for  the  church,  and 
favoured  the  arbitrary  meafures  of  the  court,  and  the  per- 
lonal  intered  of  the  duke  of  York*  The  eleftions  in  many 
places  wTere  the  occafion  of  great  heat,  but  were  carried  al- 
moft  every  where  againd  the  court.  Mr.  Rapin  fays,  that 
the  prefbyterians,  though  long  opprefied,  were  dill  nume¬ 
rous  in  corporations.  The  femi-conformifts ,  (as  Mr.  Eachard 
calls  the  moderate  churchmen)  and  the  dijfenters ,  were  on 
one  fide,  and  the  high  churchmen  and  papifls  on  the  other. 
Before  the  parliament  affembled,  the  duke  of  York  was  lent 
out  of  the  way  to  Flanders,  but  with  this  pofitive  affurance, 
that  his  majefty  would  confent  to  nothing  in  prejudice  of  his 
right  of  fuccejfion .  And  further  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the 
people,  and  make  a  diew  of  moderation,  a  new  privy  coun¬ 
cil  was  chofen  out  of  the  low  church  party;  but  this  not 
latisfying  as  long  as  the  duke’s  fuccedion  was  in  view,  the 
commons,  foon  after  the  opening  the  fedions,  ordered  in  a 
bill  to  difable  the  duke  of  York  from  inheriting  the  imperial 
crown  of  England,  and  carried  it  through  the  houfe  with  a 
high  hand.  Upon  which  his  majedy  came  to  the  houfe,  and 
dilfolved  them,  before  they  had  fat  three  months.  This 
threw  the  nation  into  new  convulfions,  and  produced  a  great 
number  of  pamphlets  againd  the  government,  the  aft  for 
redraining  the  prefs  being  lately  expired. 

The  popifh  plot  having  fixed  a  brand  of  infamy  and  ingra¬ 
titude  on  the  whole  body  of  Roman  catholicks,  the  courtiers 
attempted  to  relieve  them,  by  fetting  on  foot  a fhamproteftani 
plot ,  and  fathering  it  upon  the  prefbyterians:*  for  this  pur- 
pofe  fpies  and  other  mercenaries  were  employed,  to  bring 
news  from  all  parts  of  the  town,  which  was  then  full  of 
cabals.  At  length  a  plot  was  formed  by  one  Dangerfeld ,  a 
fubtle  and  dangerous  papid,  but  a  very  villain,  who  had 
been  lately  got  out  of  gaol  by  the  aflidance  of  one  Mrs. 
Cellier ,  a  midwife,  a  lewd  woman,  who  carried  him  to  the 
*  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  272.  Rapin,  vol.  ii.p.  71 1. 
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counters  of  Fowls,  whofe  hulband  was  in  the  Tower  for  the 
popiffi  plot ;  with  her  he  formed  his  fchemc,  and  having 
got  a  lift  of  the  names  of  the  chief  proteftant  nobility  and 
pantry  he  wrote  treafonable  letters  to  them,  to  be  left  at  the 
houfes  of  the  non-conformifts  and  other  aftive  proteitants 
in  feveral  parts  of  England,  that  fearch  being  made  upon 
fome  other  pretences,  when  the  letters  were  found,  they 
might  be  apprehended  for  treafon.  At  the  fame  time,  he 
intruded  into  the  company  of  fome  of  the  molt  zealous  ene¬ 
mies  of  popery  about  town,  and  informed  the  king  and  the 
duke  of  York,  that  he  had  been  invited  to  accept  of  a  commif- 
Jion ;  that  a  new  form  of  government  was  to  befet^  up ;  and  that 
the  king  and  royal family  were  to  be  banijhed.  i  he  ftory  was 
received  with  pleafure,  and  Dangerfield  had  a  prefent,  and 
a  penfion  of  three  pounds  a  week,  to  carry  on  his  corre- 
fpondence.  Having  got  fome  little  acquaintance  with  colonel 
Manfcl  in  Weltminlter,  he  made  up  a  bundle  of  feditious 
letters,  with  the  affiltance  of  Mrs.  Cellier,  and  having  laid 
them  in  a  dark  corner  of  Whanfel  s  room  behind  the  bed,  he 
fent  for  officers  from  the  Cultom-houfe,  to  fearch  for  prohi¬ 
bited  goods  while  he  was  out  of  town,  but  none  were  found, 
except  the  bundle  of  letters,  which,  upon  examination  of 
the  parties  concerned,  before  the  king  and  council,  were 
proved  to  be  counterfeit;  upon  which  the  court  difowned 
the  plot,  and  having  taken  away  Dangerfield' s  penlion,  fent 
him  to  Newgate.  Search  being  made  into  Mrs.  Cellier  s 
houfe,  there  was  found  a  little  book  in  a  meal-tub ,  written 
very  fair,  and  tied  up  with  ribbands,  which  contained  the 
whole  fcheme  of  the  fiction.  It  was  dictated  by  lady  Powis , 
and  proved  by  her  maid  to  be  laid  there  by  her  order,  from 
whence  it  obtained  the  name  of  the  meal-tub  plot.~  Danger - 
field ,  who  was  a  notorious  lyar,  finding  himfelf  undone  if 
he  perfilled  in  what  he  could  not  fupport,  made  an  ample 
confeffion,  and  publilhed  a  narrative,  wherein  he  declared 
that  he  was  employed  by  the  popijh  party;  and  chiefly  by  the 
popijh  lords  in  the  Tower,  with  the  countefs  of  Powis,  to  in¬ 
vent  the  MEAL-TUB  PLOT,  which  was  to  have  thrown  the 
popish  plot  wholly  upon  the  prejbyterians.  It  was  printed  by 
order  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the  year  1680.  Danger- 
field  being  pardoned,  went  out  of  the  way  into  Flanders;  but 
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returning  to  England  in  king  James' s  reign,  he  was  tried  for 
H,  and  lentenced  to  be  whipt  at  the  cart’s  tail  from  Newgate 
to  1  yourn;  m  his  return  from  whence  he  was  murdered  bv 
one  Frances  in  the  coach.  Mrs.  Cellier  was  tried  June  1 1 
1680,  before  lord  chief  juftice  Scroggs ,  and  acquitted  for 
want  of  evidence.  But  the  difcovery,  inftead  of  relieving 
tne  papilts  from  the  charge  of  the  popifli  plot,  turned  very 
much  to  their  difadvantage;  for  when  the  next  parliament 
met,  the  houfe  of  commons  refolved,  that  Sir  Robert  Can  be 
expelled  the  houfe,  and  fent  to  the  Tower,  for  declarin'* 
publickly  in  the  city  of  Briftol,  that  there  was  no  popijh  but 
a  prejbpertan  plot.*  Sir  Robert  Teamans  was  fent  for  into 
cuftody  on  the  fame  account;  and  Mr.  Richard  Thompfon 
a  clergyman,  was  impeached  for  decrying  the  popifli  plot  in 
lus  fermon,  Jan.  30,  1679,  and  for  turning  the  fame  upon 
iciQproteJiants;  .for  which,  and  for  preaching  again!!  the  li¬ 
berty  and  property  of  the  fubjec%  and  the  privileges  of  par¬ 
liament,  tae  houfe  declared  him  a  Jcandal  and  reproach  to 
bis  profejjion . 

This  year  [1679]  died  the  reverend  and  learned  Mr.  Matt . 
Pool)  M.  A.  the  eje&ed  miniftcr  of  St.  Michael’s  Ouerne; 
lie  was  born  in  the  city  of  York,  and  educated  in  Emanuel 
college,  Cambridge,  a  divine  of  great  piety,  charity,  and 
literature.  He  was  indefatigable  in  his  labours,  and  left 
behind  him  (fays  the  Oxford  hiftorian)  the  character  of  a 
inoif  celebrated  ciitick  and  cafuiff .  After  ten  years  clofe  ap-* 
plication,  hepublifhed  his  Synopjis  Criticorum in  five  folios. 

He 


*  State  Trafts,  vol.  ii.  p.217. 

f  “  The  plan  of  this  work,”  fays  Mr.  Granger ,  “  was  judicious,  and 
“  the  execution  more  free  from  errors  than  feems  confident  with  fo  great 
“  a  work,  finiftiedin  folhort  a  time,  by  one  man.”  It  includes  not  only 
an  abridgement  of  the  “  Critici  Sacri”  and  other  expofitors,  but  ex¬ 
tracts  from  a  great  number  of  treatifes  and  pamphlets,  that  would  have 
been  otherwife  loft.  It  was  undertaken  by  the  advice  of  the  learned  bi(hop 
Lloyd ;  it  was  encouraged  and  patronized  by  Tillotfon ,  and  the  king  granted 
a  patent  for  the  privilege  of  printing  it.  Mr.  Pool  formed  and  compleated 
a  fcheme  for  maintaining  young  men  of  eminent  parts  at  the  univerfityof 
Cambridge,  for  the  ftudy  of  divinity;  and  by  his  folicitations,  in  a  ftiort 
time,  railed  900I.  a  year  "for  that  purpofe.  The  fcheme  funk  at  the  Redo- 
ration  ;  but  to  it  the  world  is  faid ,  in  fome  meafure,  to  owe  Dr.  Sherlock , 
afterwards  dean  of  St.  Paul’s.  While  he  was  drawing  up  his Synopfu,  it 
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He  afterwards  entered  on  a  commentary  upon  the  whole 
bible,  but  proceeded  no  further  than  the  fifty-eighth  chapter 
of  Ifaiah:  however,  the  defign,  being  valuable,  was  carried 
on,  and  compleated  by  other  hands.  Mr.  Pool  publifhed  ie- 
veral  excellent  treatifes,  as  The  nullity  of  the  Romifh  faith ,  &c. 
for  which  he  was  threatened  to  be  aflaffinated ;  *  his  name 
being  in  Dr.  Oates’s  lift;  he  therefore  retired  to  Holland, 
but  died  (as  it  is  thought)  by  poifon  at  Amflerdam,  in  the 
month  of  Oftober,  1679,  atat.  fifty-fix. 

Dr.  Thomas  Goodwin ,  born  at  Roliffiy  in  Norfolk,  and 
educated  in  Catherine-hall,  Cambridge.  He  was  a  great 
admirer  of  Dr.  P  ref  on ,  and  afterwards  himfelf  a  famous 
preacher  in  Cambridge.  In  1634,  he  left  the  univerfity,  be¬ 
ing  diffatisfied  with  the  terms  of  conformity.  In  1639,  he 
went  into  Holland,  and  became  pallor  of  an  independent  con¬ 
gregation  at  Arnheim .  He  returned  to  London  about  the 
beginning  of  the  long  parliament,  and  was  one  of  the-  dif- 
fenting  brethren  in  the  aflembly  of  divines.  After  the  king’s 
death,  he  was  made  prefident  of  Magdalen  college,  and  one 
of  the  tryers  of  minifters.  He  was  in  high  efteem  with  Oliver 
Cromwell ,  and  attended  him  on  his  death-bed. f  In  the 

common 


was  his  cuftom  to  rife  at  three  or  four  o’clock,  and  take  a  raw  egg  about 
eight  or  nine,  and  another  about  twelve  ;  then  to  continue  his  Rudies  till 
the  afternoon  was  far  advanced.  He  fpent  the  evening  at  fome  friend’s 
houfe,  particularly  alderman.^x/r/?’s,  and  would  be  exceedingly  but  inno¬ 
cently  merry  ;  when  it  was  nearly  time  to  go  home,  he  would  give  the  con- 
verfation  a  ferious  turn,  faying,  f<  Let  us  now  call  fora  reckoning.”  His 
,  “  Annotations”  were  completed  bv  other  hands ;  the  59th  and  60th  chap¬ 
ters  of  Ifaiah  by  Mr.  Jackfon  of  Moulfey.  Dr.’  Collinges  wrote  the  notes 
on  the  remainder  of  that  prophet,  on  Jeremiah ,  Lamentations ,  the  four 
Evangelifts ,  the  Epiftles  to  the  Corinthians  and  Galatians ,  to  Timothy. 
Titus ,  and  Philemon ,  and  on  the  book  of  Revelations.  The  Annotations  on 
Ezekiel  and  the  minor  prophets  were  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Hurft ,  and  on  Daniel, 
by  Mr.  Wm.  Cooper.  Mr.  Vinke  commented  on  the  Adis,  Mr.  Mayo  on 
the  Romans.  The  notes  on  the  Ephefians ,  and  the  epiftles  of  James,  Peter 
and  Jude,  were  compofed  by  Mr.  Vi  cl ;  on  Philippi  ans  and  Cohfpans,  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Ada?ns',  on  the  Thejfalonians  by  Mr.  Barker  ;  on  the  Hebrews, 
by  Mr.  Ohad.  Hughes.  Mr.  //c  vue  undertook  the  three  Epiftles  of  John. 
Calamy  and  Palmer,  ut  iupra.  Granger’s  Hiftory,  vol,  iii.  p.311,  and 
Birch’s  Life  of  Tillotfon,  p.  36.  Ed. 


*  Calamy,  vol.  ii-.  p.  14.  Palmer’s  Noncon.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  133. 

f  On  which  occafton  he  was  overheard  by  Dr.  TillotJ'on  to  exprefs  him¬ 
felf,  boldly  and  •enthuliaftic;diy  confident  of  the  Protestor's  recovery ;  and 

when 
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common  regifter  of  the  univerfity  he  is  faid  to  be,  infcriptis 
thcologicis  quam  plurimis  orbi  notus ,  i.  e.  well  known  to  the 
world  by  many  theological  writings.  After  the  Reftoration 
he  refigned  his  prefidentfhip,  and  retired  to  London,  where 
he  continued  the  exercife  of  his  minidry  till  his  death,  which 
happened  Feb.  23,  1679-80,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  a  good  fcholar,  an  eminent  divine  and  tex- 
tuary.  His  works  arefince  printed  in  five  folios. | 

The  lad  parliament  being  dififolved  abruptly,  a  new  one 
was  convened  for  Oft.  1 7,  1680,  in  which  the  eleftions  went, 
pretty  much  as  in  the  lad,  the  cry  of  the  people  being,  No 
popery ,  no  penjioners ,  no  arbitrary  government.  But  the  king- 
prorogued  them  from  time  to  time  for  above  a  twelvemonth, 
without  permitting  them  to  finifh  any  bufinefs.  His  majedy 
falling  lick  in  the  dimmer,  the  duke  of  Tork  returned  im¬ 
mediately  to  court  without  the  king’s  leave, J  which  alarmed 
the  people,  and  made  them  eager  for  the  fitting  of  the  par¬ 
liament  to  regulate  the  fucceflion.§  This  gave  rife  to  fundry 
petitions, ||  figned  by  a  great  number  of  hands  both  in  city 

and 


when  he  found  himfelf  miftaken,  to  exclaim,  in  a  fubfequent  addrefs  to 
God,  “Thou  haft  deceived  us,  and  we  were  deceived.”  He  was  a  man 
much  addi£ted  to  retirement  and  deep  contemplation,  which  difpofe  the 
mind  to  enthuliaftical  confidence.  He  and  Dr.  Onven  are  called  by  Wood , 
“  the  two  Atlafles  and  Patriarchs  of  Independency.”  In  the  fire  of  Lon¬ 
don  he  loft  half  of  his  library,  to  the  value  of  500I.  but  he  was  thankful 
that  the  lofs  fell  on  the  books  of  human  learning  only,  thofe  on  divinity  be¬ 
ing  preferved.  He  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  independent  minifter  and  head  of 
a  college  defcribed  by  the  “  Spectator,”  No.  494*  Birch’s  Life  of  Tillotfon, 
p.  16.  Grey,  vol.  i.  p.  185.  Granger,  vol.iii.  p.  303.  Ed. 

f  Calamy’s  Account,  vol.  ii.  p.  61.  Palmer’s  Non.  Mem,  vol.  i.  p.  183. 

j  If  we  may  credit  Sir  John  Rerejby ,  who  fays  he  had  the  wholeftory  from 
Feverjbam>  to  whofe  intervention  the  revocation  of  the  duke  was  princi¬ 
pally  owing;  the  king’s  illnefs  was  pretended,  and  the  duke  was  fent  for 
with  his  privity,  though  not  above  four  perfons  knew  any.  thing  of  the 
matter.  The  duke  of  Monmouth ,  who  thought  he  had  the  king  to  himfelf, 
knew  nothing  of  it,  till  his  highnefs  actually  arrived  at  Windfor:  “  So  clofe 
“  and  referved,”  fays  Sir  John,  “  could  the  king  be,  when  he  conceived  it 
“  to  be  neceflary.”  Memoirs,  p.  97,  8.  Ed. 

§  Eachard,  p.  982,  987. 

||  Dr.  Grey ,  by  a  quotation  from  Hornby' s  “  Caveat  againft  the  Whigs, 

brings  a  charge  againft  thefe  petitions,  that  the  fignatures  were  obtained  by 

bribes  and  impofitions.  Such  practices,  if  truly  ftated  in  this  inftance,  have 

not 
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and  country,  which  the  king  received  with  the  utmoft  dif- 
pleafure,  telling  the  petitioners,  that  he  was  foie  Judge  of 
what  was  ft  to  be  done:  you  would  not  take  it  well  (fays  he)  if 
I  Jhould  ?neddle  with  with  your  affairs ,  and  I  defire  you  will 
not  meddle  With  mine .  After  this  the  king  ilfued  out  his  pro¬ 
clamation,  declaring  them  to  be  illegal,  and  forbidding  his 
fubjefts  to  promote  any  fubfcriptions  ^  or  to  join  ii\  any  peti¬ 
tions  of  this  kind,  upon  peril  of  the  utmoft  rigour  of  the 
law.  Warrants  were  iffued  againft  feveral  of  the  petitioners , 
and  indiftments  preferred  againft  others.  But  at  the  next 
felfions  of  the  common-council  of  London,  Jan.  21,  the  court 
agreed  that  no  fuch  petition  fhould  be  presented  from  them ; 
and  the  king  returned  them  thanks  for  it.*  Upon  which  ad- 
ireffes  were  procured  from  divers  parts  of  the  nation,  ex- 
preffmg  their  detefation  and  abhorrence  of  the  feditious  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  late  petitioners,  and  referring  th tfittingof  the 
Parliament  abfolutely  to  the  king’s  fovereign  pleafure,  from 
whence  they  obtained  the  name  of  abhor  re  rs.  In  thefe  ad- 
Ireffes,  they  offer  their  lives  and  fortunes  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  majefty’s  perfon  and  government,  and  for  the 
<ucceffion  of  the  duke  of  T nk.  They  renounce  the  right 
of  the  fubjefts  petitioning,  or  intermeddling  in  affairs  of 
Hate,  and  lay  their  liberties  at  the  feet  of  the  prerogative, 
promifmg  to  Hand  by  it,  and  to  be  obedient  without  referve 
to  his  majefty’s  commands ;  which  addreffes  were  printed  in 
the  Gazettes,  and  difperfed  over  the  kingdom.  Thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings  threw  the  people  into  a  ferment;  feveral  of  the  privy- 
council  deferted  their  illations,  and  defired  to  be  excufed  their 
attendance  at  council;  fome  in  the  admiralty  refigned,  and 
becaufe  they  might  not  petition,  an  association  was  formed 
by  fundry  perfons,  and  copied  after  the  example  of  that  in 
queen  Elizabeth’s  time,  for  the  defence  of  his  majefty’s  perfon , 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  proteftant  religion ,  and  to  revenge  his 
majeftf  s  death  upon  the  papifts ,  if  heftould  come  to  any  violent  - 
death .  A  model  of  which  was  faidto  be  found  among  the 

not  been  confined  to  that  occafion,  or  thofe  times ;  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  a  man  of  integrity,  in  any  party,  can  have  recourfe  to  them. 
The  propofal  of  adopting  them  ought  to  be  reje&ed  with  contempt  and 
indignation.  Ed. 

#  Barnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  276, 
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earl  of  Shaftefbury* s  papers.  This  was  refented  very  highly 
at  court,  as  done  without  the  royal  authority,  and  produced 
the  next  year  another  fet  of  ranting  addrejfes  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  in  which  their  lives  and  fortunes  were  given 
up  to  the  king,  and  the  affociaiion  branded  with  the  names 
of  damnable ,  curfed ,  execrable ,  traiterous ,  feditious ,  and  a 
bond  of  rebellion,  which  they  deteft  and  abhor  from  their  very 
fouls;  in  mofl  of  which  the  non-conformifls  are  marked  as 
enemies  of  the  king  and  his  government,  and  their  conventi¬ 
cles  as  the  encouragement  and  life  of  the  affociations.  They 
promife  to  (land  by  the  dukes  fucceffion ,  and  to  choofe  fuch 
members  for  the  next  parliament  as  (hall  do  the  king’s  bu- 
finefs  according  to  his  mind.  But  notwithstanding .  the  ut« 
mofl  efforts  of  the  court,  the  near  approach  of  apopifh  fuc- 
ceffor  awakened  men’s  fears,  and  kept  them  upon  their 
guard. 

The  petitioners  for  the  fitting  of  the  parliament,  and 
their  adverfaries,  the  abhorrers  of  fuch  petitions,  gave 
rife  to  the  two  grand  parties  which  have  fince  divided  the 
nation,  under  the  diftinguifhing  names  of  whig  and  Tory. 

The  Whigs  or  low  churchmen  were  the  more  zea¬ 
lous  proteftants,  declared  enemies  of  popery,  and  willing  to 
remove  to  a  farther  diflance  from  their  fuperflitions;  they 
were  firm  to  the  conffitution  and  liberties  of  their  country; 
and  for  an  union,  or  at  leaft  a  toleration,  of  diffenting  pro¬ 
teftants.  The  cjergy  of  this  perfuafion  were  generally  men 
of  larger  principles,  and  therefore  were  diftinguiflied  by 
the  name  of  Latitudinarian  Divines ;  their  laity  were  re¬ 
markable  for  their  zeal  in  promoting  the  bill  of  exclufion ,  as 
the  only  expedient  to  fecure  the  proteflant  eftablifhment  in 
this  kingdom.  They  were  for  confining  the  royal  preroga¬ 
tive  within  the  limits  of  the  law,  for  which  reafon  their  ad- 
verfaries  charged  them  with  republican  principles ,  and  gave 
them  the  reproachful  name  of  whigs  or  four  milk ,  a  name 
firft  given  to  the  mofl  rigid  Scots  covenanters. 

The  Tories  or  high  churchmen  flood  on  the  fide  of 
the  prerogative,  and  were  for  advancing  the  king  above 
jaw;  they  went  into  all  the  arbitrary  court  meafures,  and 
adopted  into  our  religion,  (fays  Dr.  Welwood*)  a  Mahometan 


#  Memoirs,  p.  125. 
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principle,  tinder  the  names  of  pajjive  obedience  and  non * 
rejijiance ,  which  fince  the  times  of  that  impoftor,  who  firft 
broached  it,  has  been  the  means  to  enflave  a  great  part  of 
the  world.  Thefe  gentlemen  leaned  more  to  a  coalition 
with  the  papifts,  than  with  the  prefbyterians.*  They  cried 
Up  the  name  and  authority  of  the  church,  and  were  for 
forcing  the  diflenters  to  conformity,  by  all  kinds  of  coercive 
methods:  but  with  all  their  zeal,  they  were  many  of  them 
perfons  of  lax  and  diflblute  morals,  and  would  riik  the  whole 
proteftant  religion  rather  than  go  into  any  meafures  of  ex- 
clufion,  or  limitation  of  a  popifli  fucceffor.  '  Moft  of  the 
clergy  (fays  a  member  of  parliament)  are  infefted  with  the 
Laudean  principles  of  railing  money  without  parliament; 
one  or  two  bilhops  give  meafures  to  the  reft,  and  they  to 
their  clergy,  fo  that  all  derive  their  politicks  from  one  or 
two,  and  are  under  the  influence  of  an  over-awing  power. 
No  men  did  more  to  enflave  the  nation,  and  introduce  po¬ 
pery  into  the  eftabliftiment  than  they :  their  adverfaries  there¬ 
fore  gave  them  the  name  of  Tories,  a  title  firft  given  to 
Irijh  robbers ,  who  lived  upon  plunder,  and  were  prepared 
for  any  daring  or  villainous  enterprize. 

The  non-conformifts  fell  in  unanimoufly  with  the  whigs 
or  low  churchmen ,  in  all  points  relating  to  liberty  and  the 
civil  conftitution,  as  they  muft  always  do  if  they  are  con¬ 
fident  with  themfelves;  but  thefe  with  their  allies  were  not 
a  fufficient  balance  for  the  tories ,  the  road  to  preferment 
lying  through  the  territories  of  power;  but  they  were  kept 
in  heart  with  fome  fecret  hopes,  that  by  a  Jleady  adherence 
to  the  conjlitution  they  fliould  one  time  or  other  obtain  a 
legal  toleration .  But  the  fuperior  influence  of  the  tories 
above  the  whigs ,  was  the  occafion  of  the  feverities  which 
befel  the  non-conformifts  in  the  latter  part  of  this  reign. 

When  the  parliament  met  Oft.  21,  1680,  the  commons 
were  very  warm  in  maintaining  the  proteftant  religion  and  the 
privileges  of  parliament.!  They  aflerted  the  rights  of  the 
people  to  petition  for  the  fitting  of  parliaments,  and  voted 
the  abhorrers  betrayers  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation. 
Among  other  grievances  they  complained,  that  the  edge  of 

*  Burnet,  Colleft.  Debates,  p.  163. 
t  Rapin,  vol,  ii.  p.  714.  Eachard,  p.  995, 
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the  penal  laws  was  turned  agairift  protejlant  diffenters ,  while 
the  papifts  remained  in  a  manner  untouched— That  the  tejl 
aft  had  little  eff'et 7,  becaufe  the  papifts ,  either  by  difpenfatiom 
obtained  from  Rome ,  fubmitted  to  thofe  tejls ,  and  held  their 
offices  them/ elves ;  or  thofe  put  in  their  places  veer e  fo  favour¬ 
able  to  the  fame  intereff  that  popery  iifeif  had  rather  gained 
than  loft  ground  by  that  aft .  They  declared  for  that  very 
association,  to  revenge  the  king’s  death  upon  the  papifts, 
if  his  majefty  fhould  happen  to  be  affaffmated,  which  the 
tories  had  abhorred ;  and  in  the  month  of  November  revived 
the  bill  to  difable  the  duke  of  York  from  inheriting  the  impe¬ 
rial  crown  ofthefe  realms .  It  was  introduced  by  lord  Ruffe  f 
and  paffed  the  commons  by  a  great  majority,  but  was  thrown 
out  of  the  houfe  of  lords  by  a  majority  of  thirty  voices,*  no’s 
63,  yea’s  33,  the  bench  of  bifhops  being  in  the  negative,  and 
the  king  ptefent  during  the  whole  debate.  It  has  been  faid, 
king  Charles  came  into  the  bill  at  firft,  the  favourite  miftrefs 
having  prevailed  with  him  to  abandon  his  brother,  for  a  large 
fum  of  money,  dnd  for  an  aft  of  parliament  to  enable  him 
to  difpofe  of  tile  crown  by  will,  under  certain  reftriftions; 
but  a  foreign  popifh  court  offering  more  money,  he  op- 
pofed  it  to  thelaft.f 

The  parliament  being  inclined  to  relieve  the  non-con- 
formifts,  appointed  a  committee  Nov.  18,  who  agreed  upon 
a  comprehenfron  with  the  diffenters ,  upon  much  the  fame  terms 
with  thofe  already  mentioned;  they  were  to  fubfcribe  the 
doftrinal  articles  of  the  church;  the  furplice  was  to  be  omit¬ 
ted,  except  in  cathedrals  and  the  king’s  chapel;  the  cere¬ 
monies  tobe  left  indifferent.  And  as  for  fuch  proteftants  as 
could  not  be  comprehended  within  thefe  terms,  they  were  to 
have  a  toleration,  and  freedom  from  the  penal  ftatutes,  upon 
condition  of  fubfcribing  a  declaration  of  allegiance,  &c.  and 

*  Lord  Halifax y  a  man  of  the  cleared;  head,  fined  wit,  and  faired  elo¬ 
quence,  who  was  in  judgment  againd  the  bill,  appeared  as  leader  in  op- 
pofition  to  it,  and  made  fo  powerful  a  defence,  that  he  alone,  by  the  con- 
feflion  of  all,  influenced  the  houfe,  and  perfuaded  them  to  throw  out  the 
bill.  “  One  would  have  thought,”  fays  Sir  John  Rerejhy9  “  that  fo  fignai 
a  piece  of  fervice  had  been  of  a  degree  and  nature  never  to  be  forgotten.” 
B  ut  when  the  duke  afterwards  came  to  be  king,  he  removed  lord  Halifax 
from  the  privy  feal  to  the  prefidency  of  the  council,  purely  to  make  room  for 
another*  and  in  the  end  quite  laid  him  afide.  Memoirs,  p.  104,  5. 

.+  Wdwood’s  Memoirs,  p,  127.  of 
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of  affembling  with  open  doors.  Bifhop  Burnet  fays,  the  bill 
for  a  comprehenfion  was  offered  by  the  epifcopal  party  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  but  that  the  friends  of  the  diffenters 
did  not  feem  forward  to  promote  it,  becaufe  (as  Mr.  Baxter 
obferves)  they  found  the  bill  would  not  go;  or  if  it  had 
paffed  the  commons,  it  would  have  been  thrown  out  by  the 
bifhops  in  the  houfe  of  lords;  the  Clergy  (fays  Kennet)  be¬ 
ing  no  further  in  earneji  than  as  they  apprehended  the  knife 
of  the  papifts  at  their  throats. 

When  the  above-mentioned  bill  was  brought  into  the 
houfe  December  2 1 ,  entituled  An  aft  for  uniting  his  majejifs 
protejlant  fubjefts ,  the  firft  gentleman  of  the  court  party  who 
fpoke  again  ft  it  obferved,  44  that  there  were  a  fort  of  men 
“  who  would  neither  be  advifed  nor  over-ruled,  but  under 
44  the  pretence  of  confcience  break  violently  through  all  laws 
cc  whatfoever,  to  the  great  difturbance  both  of  church  and 
44  ftate;  therefore  he  thought  it  more  convenient  to  have  a 
44  law7  for  forcing  the  diffenters  to  yield  to  the  church,  and 
44  not  to  force  the  church  to  yield  to  them — ”  Another  faid5 
44  he  was  afraid,  that  if  once  the  government  fhould  begin  to 
44  yield  to  the  diffenters,  it  would  be  as  in  forty-one ,  nothing 
44  would  ferve  but  an  utter  fubverfion;  the  receiving  of  one 
44  thing  wrould  give  occafion  for  demanding  more;  and  it 
44  would  be  impoffible  to  give  them  any  fatisfaftion  without 
44  laying  all  open,  and  running  into  confufion.”*  This  was 
the  common  language  of  the  tories.  And  there  has  been  a 
loud  cry  againft  the  diffenters,  for  their  obftinacy  and  perverfe- 
nefs,  though  not  a  finale  conceffion  had  been  offered  fince  the 
Reftoration,  to  let  the  world  fee  how  far  they  would  yield; 
or  by  receiving  a  denial,  to  get  an  opportunity  to  reproach 
them  with  greater  advantage.  But  in  favour  of  the  bill  it' 
was  urged  by  others,  44  that  it  was  intended  for  the  prefer- 
44  vation  of  the  church,  and  the  bed  bill  that  could  be  made 
44  in  order  thereto,  all  circumftances  confidered — If  we  are 
44  to  deal  with  a  ftubborn  fort  of  people,  who  in  many  things 
44  prefer  their  humour  before  reafon,  or  their  own  fafety,  or 
cc  the  publick  good,  this  is  a  very  good  time  to  fee  wile- 
44  ther  they  wall  be  drawn  by  the  cords  of  love  or  no.  The 
44  bill  will  be  yery  agreeable  to  the  chriftian  charity  which 


*  Eachard,  p.  999. 
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“  our  church  profeffes;  and  it  may  be  hoped,  that  in  the 
“  time  of  this  imminent  danger,  they  will  confider  their  own 
“  fafety,  and  the  fafety  of  the  protellant  religion,  and  no 
“  longer  keep  a-foot  the  unhappy  divifions  among  us,  on 
“  which  the  papifts  ground  their  hopes;  but  when  they  fee 
the  church  fo  far  condefcend,  as  to  difpenfe  with  the  fur- 
“  p lice,  and  thofe  other  things  they  fcruple,  that  they  will  fub. 
“  mit  to  the  reft  which  are  enjoined  by  law,  that  fo  wre  may 
“  unite  againft  the  common  enemy.  But  if  this  bill  fliould 
“  not  have  the  defired  effeft,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  dif- 
<£  fenters  fliould  continue  their  animofities  and  difobedience 
“  to  the  church,  I  think  ftill  the  church  will  gain  very  much 
i(  hereby,  and  leave  the  party  without  excufe — ”  This 
feems  agreeable  to  reafon. 

Although  the  bill  for  a  comprehenfion  was  committed,  it 
did  not  pafs  the  houfe,  being  changed  for  another,  entituled. 
An  a  cl  to  exempt  his  snajejly’s  protejlant  fubjeds,  diffenting 
from  the  church  of  England ,  from  the  penalties  impofed  upon 
the  papifts  by  the  ad  of  35 th  Eliz.*  By  which  aft  non-con. 
formifts  were  adjudged  to  perpetual  imprifonment,  or  obliged 
to  abjure  (that  is,  depart)  the  realm  never  to  return.  This  ter¬ 
rible  law  had  lain  dormant  almoft  eighty  years,  but  was  now 
revived,  and  threatened  to  be  put  in  execution  by  the  tories. 
The  repeal  puffed  the  houfe  of  commons  with  a  high  hand, 
but  went  heavily  through  the  houfe  of  lords;  the  bijhops  ap¬ 
prehending  that  the  terror  of  the  law  might  be  of  fome  ufe ; 
but  when  it  Ihould  have  been  offered  to  the  king  for  the 
royal  affent  at  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  it  was  miffing,  and 
never  heard  of  any  more,  the  clerk  of  the  crown  having 
withdrawn  it  from  the  table  by  the  king’s  particular  order. 
The  king  (fays  Burnet ])  had  no  mind  openly  to  deny  the 
bill,  but  lefs  mind  to  pafs  it,  and  therefore  this  illegal  method 
was  taken,  which  was  an  high  offence  in  the  officer  of  the 
houfe,  and  would  have  been  feverely  punilhed  in  the  next 
feflion,  if  the  parliament  had  not  been  abruptly  diffolved. 
Thus  the  non-conform  fts  were  fawn  to  pieces  between  the 
king,  thebilhops,  and  the  parliament;  when  one  party  was 
willing  to  give  them  relief,  the  other  always  ftood  in  the 
,  The  parliament  was  their  enemy  for  about  twelve 


ypj.  ii.  p.  300. 


t  Ibi4. 


chap.  x.  of  the  Puritans.  583 

years,  and  now  they  are  flattened,  the  king  and  the  court 
bifhops  are  inflexible;  and  his  majefty  will  rather  facnfice  the 
conftitution  to  his  defpotick  will,  than  exempt  them  from  an 
old  law  which  fubjefted  them  to  banifhment  and  death. 

However,  the  morning  before  the  houfe  was  prorogued, 
January  10,  two  votes  were  pafled  of  a  very  extraordinary 
nature.  cc  1.  Refolved,  nemine  contradicente ,  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  houfe,  that  the  acts  of  parliament  made  in  the 
cc  reigns  of  queen  Elizabeth  and  king  James  again/I  popijh  re - 
cufants  ought  not  to  be  extended  againft  protejlant  dijfenters • 
“  2.  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that  the 
cc  profeeution  of  protejlant  dijfenters  upon  the  penal  laws  is  at 
this  time  grievous  to  the  fubje^f^  a  weakening  the  protejlant 
u  inter  eft,  an  encouragement  to  popery ,  and  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom Bifhop  Burnet *  fays,  thefe  refo- 
lutions  were  thought  an  invafion  of  the  legiflature,  when 
one  houfe  pretended  to  fufpend  the  execution  of -the  laws, 
which  was  to  aft  like  diftators  in  the  date.  But  with  all 
due  fubmiffion  I  fhould  think  that  this  cannot  be  conftrued 
a  fufpenfion  of  thofe  laws,  and  that  a  houfe  of  commons, 
which  is  not  fuffered  to  fit  and  repeal  laws,  or  when  they 
have  repealed  them  have  their  bills  withdrawn  illegally  by 
the  crown,  may  have  liberty  to  declare  their  judgment 
that  the  continuance  of  thofe  laws  is  burthenfome  to  the 
flate.  They  mull:  do  fo,  (fays  Mr.  Coke\ )  in  order  to  a 
repeal.  If  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  old  popifli  aft  de 
hceretico  comburendo ,  for  burning  her eticks ,  which  the  par¬ 
liament  were  afraid  might  be  revived  in  a  popifli  reign,  had 
been  loft  in  this  manner,  might  not -the  parliament  have  de~ 
dared  the  execution  of  that  law  a  weakening  to  the  proteftant 
intereft,  or  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom? 

While  the  parliament  was  endeavouring  to  relieve  the 
dilTenters,  and  charging  the  miferies  ol  the  kingdom  upon 
the  papifts,  many  of  the  bifhops  and  clergy  of  the  church 
of  England  were  pleafed  to  fee  the  court  inclined  to  profe- 
cute  the  non-conformifts.  The  clergy  in  general,  (fays 
RapinD'vtcrc  attached  to  the  court;  men  of  doubtful  religion 
were  promoted,  and  there  was  reafon  to  charge  them  with 
leaning  to  popery.  Even  fome  able  champions  againft  po- 
*  Burnet  301,  f  Page56i,  J  Page  711. 
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pery  went  fo  far  into  the  court  meafures  as  to  impute  the 
calamities  of  the  times  to  the  non-conformifts,  and  to  raife 
the  cry  of  the  populace  againft  them.  Dr.  Edward  Stilling- 
fleet ,  who  had  written  an  Irenicum  in  favour  of  liberty,  and 
againft  impojitions ,  in  his  fermon  before  the  lord-mayor, 
May  2  this  year,  intituled,  the  Mifchief  of  Separation ,  con¬ 
demned  all  the  diffenters  as  fchifmaticks ;  and  very  gravely 
advifed  them  not  to  complain  of  perfecution.  When  the 
fermon  was  publiflied,  it  brought  upon  the  doftor  feveral 
.earned  atl'verfaries,  as  Mr.  Baxter ,  Mr.  Alfop ,  Mr.  Howe , 
Mr.  Barret,  and  Dr.  Owen ;  from  which  laft  divine,  who 
wrote  with  great  temper  and  ferioufnefs,  I  will  venture  to 
tranferibe  the  following  paffage,  without  entering  into  the 
argument:*  44  After  fo  many  of  the  non-conformifts  have 
44  died  in  common  gaols,  (fays  thedoftor)  fo  many  have  en- 
44  dured  long  imprisonments,  not  a  few  being  at  this  day  in 
44  the  fame  durance;  fo  many  driven  from  their  habitations 
44  into  a  wandering  condition,  to  preferve  for  a  while  the  li- 
44  berty  of  their  perfons;  fo  many  have  been  reduced  to 
44  want  and  penury,  by  the  taking  away  their  goods,  and 
44  from  fome  the  very  inftruments  of  their  livelihood.  After 
44  the  profecution  that  has  been  againft  them  in  all  courts  of 
44  juftice  in  this  nation,  on  informations,  indiftments,  and 
44  fuits,  to  the  great  charge  of  all  who  have  been  fo  perfe- 
44  cuted,  and  the  ruin  of  fome.  After  fo  many  minifters  and 
44  their  families  have  been  brought  into  the  utmoft  outward 
44  ftraits  which  nature  can  fubfift  under ;  after  all  their  pe- 
44  petual  fears  and  dangers  wherewith  they  have  been  exer- 
44  cifed  and  difquieted,  they  think  it  hard  to  be  cenfured  for 
44  complaining ,  by  them  who  are  at  eafe.5>  The  doctor  en¬ 
deavoured  to  Support  his  charge  by  the  Suffrage  of  the 
French  prefbyterians;  and  Compton  bifliop  of  London  ap¬ 
plied  to  monfieur  Le  Moyne ,  and  feveral  others,-)-  for  their 
opinions;  as  if  truth  were  to  be  determined  by  numbers;  or 
as  if  the  Englifh  prefbyterians  could  pay  a  vaft  deference  to 
their  judgments,  who  had  fo  deceived  them  at  the  Refto- 
ration.  The  minifters,  bred  up  in  French  complaifance  and 
under  French  Slavery,  after  high  ftrains  of  compliment  to 
the  Eaglifh:  bilhops,  declared,  that  they  were  of  opinion, 

15  Page  53>  54-  t  Cpllyer,  p.  900. 
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their  brethren  might  comply;*  and  that  they  were  not  for 
pujhing  things,  to  extremity  only  for  a  diff  erent  form  of  go¬ 
vernment*  Which  the  doctor  and  Ins  friends  interpreted  as 
a  decifion  in  their  favour.  But  did  not  the  bifhops  ex- 
afperate  the  fpirits  of  their  dilfenting  brethren,  by  enforcing 
the  fanguinary  laws?  Were  thefe  proteflant  methods  of 
converfion,  or  likely  to  bring  them  to  temper?  .The  French 
minifters  complained  fufficiently  of  this  about  five  years  after, 
at  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of  Nantz.  Biflrop  Burnet  re¬ 
marks  of  Dr.  StilUngfteet  on  this  occafion,f  that  he  not  only 
retraced  his  Irenicum,  but  went  into  the  humours  of  the 
high  fort  of  people  beyond  what  became  him,  perhaps  be¬ 
yond  his  own  J'enfe  of  things. 

This  year  [1680]  died  Mr.  StephenCharnock, B. D.  firfl  oi 
Emanuel  college,  Cambridge;  and  afterwards  fellow  of  New 
college,  Oxford.  He  was  chaplain  to  Henry  Cromwell ,  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland,  and  was  much  refpeckd  by  perfons  of  the 
belt  quality  in  the  city  of  Dublin  for  his  polite  behaviour. 
After  the  Reftoration  he  returned  into  England,  and  became 
paftor  of  a  feparate  congregation  in  London,  where  he  was 
admired  by  the  more  judicious  part  of  his  hearers,  though 
not  popular,  becaufe  of  his  difadvantageous  way  of  reading 
with  a  glafs :  he  was  an  eminent  divine,  and  had  a  good 

*  Mr.  Neal ,  it  feems,  has  fallen  into  a  miflake,  by  fuppofing  that  the 
French  prejbyterians  favoured  Englifh  epifcopacy.  Their  anfwers  were 
complaifant,  but  wary.  Yet  Stillingjleet  publifhed  their  letters  as  fuffrages 
for  epifcopacy,  and  annexed  them  to  his  Treatife  on  Schifm.  Mr.  Claude, 
one  of  thofe  written  to,  complained  of  this  treatment;  but  the  letters 
which  contained  thefe  complaints  were  concealed  till  his  death,  when  his 
fon  printed  them.  In  one  of  them  to  bifhop  Cotnpton,  April  1 6 8 1 ,  he 
freely  told  him,  that  the  bifhops  were  blamed  for  their  eagernefs  to  perfe- 
cute  others  by  penal  laws,  for  their  arbitrary  and  delpotick  government ; 
for  their  rigid  attachment  to  offenfive  ceremonies ;  for  requiring  foreign 
proteftant  minifters  to  be  re-ordained;  and  for  not  admitting  any  to  the 
miniflry  without  making  an  oath  that  epifcopacy  is  of  divine  right,  which 
Mr.  Claude  called  a  cruel  rack  for  confcience.  He  folemnly  called  on  the 
bifhops,  in  the  name  of  God,  to  remove  thefe  grounds  of  complaints,  to 
give  no  caufe,  no  pretext  for  feparation,  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent 
it,  and  inftead  of  chafing  and  irritating  people’s  minds,  by  all  gentle  me¬ 
thods  to  conciliate  them.  This  was  excellent  advice :  but  the  publick  were 
not  informed,  that  it  had  been  given  by  thofe  to  whom  it  was  addreffed* 
Robinfon’s  Life  of  Claude,  prefixed  to  his  tranflation  of  an  EfTay  on  the 
Compofition  of  Sermons,  p.  65 — 67.  Ed. 

f  Vol.  i.  p.  276, 
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judgement,  a  curious  imagination,  and  a  ftrong  manner  of 
reafoning,  as  appears  by  his  works  printed  fince  his  death 
in  two  volumes  folio,  which  were  no  other  than  his  common 
fermons  transcribed  from  his  notes;*  his  (tile  is  manly  and 
lofty,  and  his  thoughts  fublime:  his  love  and  charity  were 
very  extenfive,  and  there  was  no  part  of  learning  to  which 

he  was  a  llranger.f  He  died  July  26,  1680,  aged  52. 

...  '  !  •  .-•/». 

[On  December  26th,  1680,  died,  at  London,  where 
he  came  to  be  cut  for  the  hone,  with  which  he  was  many 
years  afflicted,  Mr.  John  Corbet,  ejected  from  Bramlhot  in 
Hants ;  a  man  every  way  great.  He  was  a  native  of  the  city 
of  Gloucefter,  and  a  ftudent  in  Magdalen-hall,  Oxon.  He 
began  his  miniffry  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  lived  " 
many  years  there,  and  during  the  civil  wars,  of  which  he 
was  a  fpectator.  He  wrote  the  hiftory  of  the  fiege  of  the 
city,  and  is  thought  to  have  given  as  good  an  infight  into 
the  rife  and  fprings  of  the  civil  war  as  can  be  met  with  in  fo 
narrow  a  compafs.-  He  removed  from  thence  to  Chichefter, 
and  then  to  the  living  from  which  he  was  ejected.  After 
this  he  lived  privately  in  and  about  London,  till  king 
Charles' s  indulgence  in  1671,  when  part  of  his  flock  invited 
him  to  return  to  Chichefter,  where  he  continued  his  mini, 
ftrations  with  great  afliduity  and  fuccefs.  It  was  during  his 
relidence  there  that  bifhop  Gunning  gave  a  publick  challenge 
to  the  Prejbyterians,  Independents,  Bapti/ls,  and  Quakers. 
(See  chapter  viii.  p.  449  of  this  volume.)  Mr.  Corbet  ac¬ 
cepted  it  on  behalf  of  the  firft ;  but,  after  the  bilhop  had 
fired  his  own  volley  of  inve&ives,  Mr.  Corbet  was  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter  into  a  defence;  nor,  though  he  propofed  to 
do  it  at  any  other  time,  and  waited  chi  the  bilhop  at  his  pa¬ 
lace,  could  he,  afterwards,  obtain  an  hearing.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  moderation,  a  lover  of  peace,  an  advocate  for  ca- 
tholick  commuuion  and  union  of  faints,  and  of  blamelefs 
converfation.  He  faw  fome  things  to  approve,  and  fome 

*  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  56.  Palmer’s  Non,  Mem,  vol.  i.  p.  159. 

f  Mr.  Johnfojty  who  preached  his  funeral  fermon,  fays,  “  he  never  knew 
“  a  man  in  all  his  life,  who  had  attained  near  to  that  Ikill  Mr.  Cbarnock 
“  had,  in  the  originals  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  except  Mr.  Thomas 
<e  Cawton”  Granger,  vol,  iii,  p.  308.  Ep. 
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things  to  dillike  in  all  parties,  and  valued  not  the  intereft  of 
a  party  or  faction.  True  to  his  confcience,  lie  had  no 
worldly  defigns  to  carry  on,  but  was  eminent  in  fell-denial, 
and  managed  his  miniltry  with  laithfulncfs  and  prudence. 
He  was  tender  of  the  reputation  of  his  brethren,  and  rejoiced 
in  the  fuccefs  of  their  labours  as  well  as  of  his  own.  Nor  was 
he  apt  to  fpeak  againlt  thofe  by  whom  he  fuffered.  He  was 
very  free  in  acknowledging  by  whom  he  profited,  and  pre¬ 
ferring  others  before  himfelf.  He  was  much  in  the  lludy  of 
his  own  heart,  had  the  comfort  of  fenfible  improvements 
in  faith  and  holinefs,  humility  and  heavenly-mindednefs,  and 
died  at  laft  in  great  ferenity  and  peace.  He  had  a  confiderable 
hand  in  compiling  Mr.  Rufhivortb’s  firft  volume  of  Collec¬ 
tions,  which  is  reckoned  by  good  judges  a  mailer-piece  of 
the  kind.  His  “  Self-emplo  ment  in  Secret,”  an  excellent 
fmall  piece,  recommended  lately  by  Mr.  Bulkley  in  his  “  Chrif- 
tian  Minilter,”  has  gone  through  various  editions.  Mr* 
Howe  wrote  a  preface  to  it.  Dr.  Wright  reprinted  it  in  1741, 
and  the  Rev.  William  Unwin ,  reftor  of  Stock  cum  Ramfden- 
Belhoufe,  Eflex,  publiftied  it  again  in  1773,  with  the  enco¬ 
miums  of  a  celebrated  minifter  of  the  church  of  England 
upon  it,  as  “  the  belt  manual  he  knew  fora  chriftian  ora 
46  minifter,  furniftiing  excellent  materials  for  addrefting  con- 
“  fcience,  and  dire&ing  men  to  judge  of  their  fpiritual 

ftate.”  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  333;  Palmer’s  Noncon.  Mem. 
vol.  ii.  p.  4.  Ed.] 

The  king  having  parted  with  his  laft  parliament  in  difplea- 
fure,  without  being  able  to  obtain  any  money,  refolved  emee 
more  to  try  a  new  one;*  and  apprehending  that  the  male- 
contents  were  encouraged  by  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city 
of  London,  he  fummoned  them  to  meet  at  Oxford;  the 
fame  reprefentatives  being  rechofen  for  London,  had  a  paper 
put  into  their  hands  by  four  merchants,  in  the  name  of  all 
the  citizens  then  afiembled  in  the  common  hall,  containing  a 
return  of  their  moft  hearty  thanks  for  their  faithful  and  un¬ 
wearied  endeavours  in  the  two  laft  parliaments,  to  fearch  into 
the  depth  of  the  popifh  plot,  to  preferve  the  proteftant  re¬ 
ligion,  to  promote  an  union  among  his  majefty’s  proteftant 
fubje&s,  to  repeal  the  35th  of  Eliz.  and  the  corporation 

*Eachard,  p.  xpo  1.  Rapin,  vol.  ii.p.  jzo.  and 
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and  to  promote  the  bill  of  exclufton ,  and  to  requeft  their  con- 
tinuance  of  the  fame.  The  members  being  afraid  of  violence, 
were  attended  to  Oxford  with  a  numerous  body  of  horfe* 
having  ribbons  in  their  hats,  with  this  motto,  No  popery;  no 

Jlavery;  the  citizens  having  promifed  to  hand  by  them  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes.  Many  other  papers  of  the  like  na¬ 
ture  were  prefented  to  the  members  in  the  feveral  counties. 
1  he  king,  in  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  the  feflions,  March 
21,  refle&ed  feverely  on  the  laft  parliament,  and  faid,  he 
was  refolved  to  maintain  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  the  right 
,  and  for  quieting  people’s  fears,  he  was  willing  to  put 
the  adminiftration  into  the  hands  of  a  protejiant  regent  ;  but 
the  commons  rejected  the  propofal,  to  the  inexpreffible  joy 
of  the  duke’s  party,  and  ordered  the  bill  of  exclufton  to  be 
brought  in  again.  In  the  mean  time  a  motion  was  made  to 
coniider  of  the  lofs  of  the  bill  in  favour  of  the  diffenters  laft 
parliament.  Sir  William  ‘Jones  faid,  u  the  bill  was  of  great 
moment  and  fervice  to  the  country,  and  might  be  to  their 
4C  lives,  in  the  time  of  a  popifh  fucceffor;  but  be  the  bill 
“  what  it  will,  the  precedent  was  of  the  higheft  confequence; 
<c  the  king  has  a  negative  to  all  bills,  but  furely  the  clerk  of 
“  the  parliament  has  not. — If  this  way  be  found  out,  that 
tc  bills  fhall  be  thrown  by,  it  may  hereafter  be  faid,  they 
cc  were  forgot  and  laid  by,  and  fo  we  fhall  never  know  whe- 
“  ther  the  king  would  pafs  them  or  no:  if  this  be  fuffered, 
“  ’tis  in  vain  to  fpend  time  here — ”  In  conclufion  this  affair 
was  referred  to  a  conference  with  the  houfe  of  lords,  which 
was  fruftrated  by  the  hafty  diffolution  of  the  parliament. 

They  next  went  upon  the  libel  of  one  Fitz-Harris ,  an 
Irifh  papifi ,  which  was  a  fecond  meal-tub  plot ,  promoted  in 
the  name  of  the  non-conformifts;*  the  libel  was  to  be  fent 
by  penny- poft  letters  to  the  lords  who  had  protefted  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  bill  of  exclufion,  and  to  the  leading  men  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  who  were  immediately  to  be  apprehended 
and  fear ched.  Everard ,  who  was  Fitz-Harris’ s,  confident, 
and  betrayed  the  fecret,  affirmed  that  the  king  himfelf  was 
privy  to  it,  as  Fitz-Harris’ s  wife  averred  to  a  perfon  of 
worth  many  years  after;  that  his  majefty  had  given  Fitz- 
Harris  money,  and  promifed  him  more  if  it  met  with  fuccefs. 
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The  libel  was  to  traduce  the  king  and  the  royal  family  as 
papifts,  and  arbitrarily  affefted  from  the  beginning,  and 
fays,  that  king  Charles  I.  had  a  hand  in  the  Irifh  rebellion; 
— that  the  aft  forbidding  to  call  the  king  a  papift,  was  only 
to  ft  op  men’s  mouths,  and  that  it  was  as  much  in  the  power 
of  the  people  to  depofe  a  popifh  poffeffor  as  a  popijh  fucceffor. 
It  was  intituled  The  True  Englijhman  f peaking  pi  din  Englifhy 
and  adds,  44  If  James  be  conlcious  and  guilty,  Charles  is 
«  fo  too;  believe  me  thefe  two  brothers  in  iniquity  are  in 
“  confederacy  with  the  pope  and  the  French,  to  introduce 
“  popery  and  arbitrary  government,  and  to  call;  oil  parlia- 
“  ments,  magna  chart  a,  and  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  as 
44  heavy  yokes,  and  to  be  as  arbitrary  as  the  king  of  Fiance 
44  — Let '  the  Englifh  move  and  rife  as  one  man  to  felf- 
44  defence;  blow  the  trumpet,  Hand  on  your  guard,  and 
44  withfland  them  as  bears  and  tygers — Trait  to  your  fwords 
“  in  defence  of  your  lives,  liberties  and  religion,  like  the 
“  flout  earl  of  old,  who  told  his  king,  if  he  could  not  be 
“  defended  by  magna  charta,  he  would  be  relieved  by  longa 
44  fpada.”  He  goes  on  to  reproach  the  king  with  the  breach 
of  his  Scots  oaths,  Breda  promifes,  proteftant  profejfion,  liberty 
of  confcience-,  as  defigned  only  to  delude  proteftants;  and  puts 
him  in  mind  of  all  his  political  and  moral  vices,  as  intended  to 
debauch  the  nation,  to  promote  the  popifh  religion  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  government,  &c.  Thus  were  the  non-conformifls 
to  be  expofed  again  to  the  refentments  of  the  nation;  but 
when  the  fham  was  difeovered  to  the  houfe  of  commons  by 
Sir  William  Waller,  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  houfe,  and 
Fitz-Harris,  though  impeached  in  parliament,  was  tried  by 
a  jury,  and  executed  with  Dr .Plunket,  the  titular  primate  of 
Ireland.  The  whigs  would  have  faved  Fitz-Harris,  though 
a  papift,  in  hopes  of  his  being  an  evidence  in  the  popifh 
plot;  but  the  court  was  refolved  to  difpatch  him  out  of  the 
way,  that  he  might  tell  no  more  tales. 

His  majefly,  hearing  that  the  bill  of  exclufion  was  to  be 
brought  into  the  houfe  again,  went  fuddenly,  and  not  very 
decently,  (fays  Burnet *)  to  the  houfe  of  lords  in  a  fedan, 
with  the  crown  between  his  feet,  and  having  put  on  his 
robes  in  hafte,  called  up  the  commons,  and  diffolved  his  fifth 
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and  Lift  parliament,  after  they  had  fat  only  feven  days.  A* 
foon  as  his  majefty  got  out  of  the  houfe,  he  ported  away  h 
all  hafte  to  Windfor,  as  one  that  was  glad  he  had  got  rid 
of  his  parliament,  which  was  the  laft  that  he  ever  convened- 
though  he  lived  three  or  four  years  after.  And  here  was 
an  end  of  the  conftitution  and  liberties  of  England  for  the 
prelent;  all  that  followed  to  the  king’s  death  was  no  more 
than  the  convulfions  and  druggies  of  a  dying  man.  The  king 
raifed  what  money  he  wanted  without  parliaments;  he  took 
away  all  the  charters  of  England,  and  governed  abfolutely  by 
dint  of  prerogative.  April  the  8  th,  the  king  publifhed  a  decla- 
ration  *  to  ali  bis  loving  fubjecls,  touching  the  caufes  and  re afons 
that  moved  him  to  dijfolve  the  two  lajl  parliaments  ;  and  order¬ 
ed  it  to  be  lead  in  all  the  churches  and  chapels  throughout 
England.  It  contains  a  recital  of  his  majerty’s  condefcenftons 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  protertant  religion,  as far  as  was  con - 
Jijlcnt  with  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  the  lineal  defcent*,  and 
a  large  rehearfal  of  the  unfuitable  returns  of  the  commons. 
<c  But  notwithrtanding  all  this,  (fays  his  majefty)  let  not 
“  thefe  men,  who  are  labouring  to  poifon  our  people  with 
“  commonwealth  principles,  perfuade  any  of  our  fubje&s  that 
<w  we  intend  to  lay  afide  the  ufe  of  parliaments,  for  we  ftill 
“  declare,  that  no  irregularities  in  parliaments  fhall  make 
cc  us  out  of  love  with  them;  and  we  are  refolved  by  the 
blefting  of  God,  to  have  frequent  parliaments;”  although 
he  nevei  called  another.  Several  anonymous  remarks  were 
made  upon  this  declaration,  to  weaken  its  influence.  But 
lire  couit  ufed  all  its  intereft  among  the  people  to  fupport 
its  credit:  addrefles  were  fent  from  all  parts,  thanking  his 
majefty  for  his  declaration,  promifing  to  fupport  his  perfon 
and  government  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  Moft  of 
them  declared  againft  the  bill  of  exclufton ,  and  for  the  duke’s 
iucceflion|  (as  has  been  obferved..)  Some  ventured  to  arraign 
the  late  parliament  as  guilty  of  fedition  and  treafon,  and  to 


*  f*-  was  obferved,  Dr.  Calamy  fays,  that  “  this  declaration  was  known 
by  M.  Barillon ,  the  French  ambaflador,  and  by  the  duchefs  of  Mazarine, 
“  fooner  than  by  the  king’s  council,  and  that  it  was  evidenced  to  be  of 
“  French  extradion  by  the  gallicifms  in  it;  and  withal  it  had  no  broad 
“fealtoit,  and  was  figned  only  by  a  clerk  of  the  council  ”  Own  Life 
MS.  p.  74.  Ed. 
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pray  his  majefty  to  put  in  execution  the  ftatute  of  35  E/iz. 
againft  the  non-conformifts.  The  grand  juries,  the  juftices  at 
their'feflion,  divers  boroughs  and  corporations,  the  companies 
in  towns,  and  at  lall  the  very  apprentices,  fent  up  addrefles. 
Thofe  who  prefented  or  procured  them  were  well  treated  at 
court,  and,  fome  of  them  knighted.  Many  zealous  healths 
were  drank,  and  in  their  cups  the  fwaggerings  of  the  old 
cavaliers  feemed  to  be  revived.  One  of  the  moft  celebrated 
addrefles  was  from  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  prefented 
by  Dr.  Gower  mafter  of  St.  John's,  which  I  Ihall  give  the 
reader  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  reft.  It  begins  thus':  “  Sacred 
“  Sir !  We  your  majefty’s  mod  faithful  and  obedient  fab- 
“  jects  have  long,  with  the  greateftand  flncereftjoy,  beheld 
“  the  generous  emulation  of  our  fellow-fubjefts,  contending 
“  who  fliould  beft  exprefs  their  duty  to  their  fovereign  at  this 
“  time,  w'hen  the  feditious  endeavours  of  unreafonable  men 
“  have  made  it  neceflary  toaflert  the  ancient  loyalty  of  the 
tc  Englifh  nation. — It  is  at  prefent  the  great  honour  of  this 
your  univerfity,  not  only  to  be  ftedfaft  and  conftant  in  bur 
duty,  but  to  be  eminently  fo,  and  to  fuller  for  it  as  much 
the  calumnies  and  reproaches  of  fa&ious  and  ma¬ 
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“  licious  men  can  inflift  upon  us.  And  that  they  have  not 
iC  proceeded  to  fequeftration  and  plunder,  as  heretofore, 
<c  next  to  the  over-ruling  providence  of  almighty  God,  is 
only  due  to  the  royal  care  and  prudence  of  your  moft  facred 
majefty,  who  gave  fo  feafonable  a  check  to  their  arbitrary 
and  infolent  undertakings. — We  Jlill  believe  and  maintain  y 
that  our  kings  derive  not  their  power  from  the  people ,  but 
from  God;  that  to  him  only  they  are  accountable ;  that  it  be¬ 
longs  not  to  fubjeffs  either  to  create  or  cenfure ,  but  to  honour 
and  obey  their  fovereign ,  who  comes  to  be  fo  by  a  fundamental^ 
hereditary  right  of  f uccejfion ,  which  no  religion ^  no  law ,  no 
fault  or  forfeiture  can  alter  or  ditninijh ;  nor  will  we  abate  of 
our  well-inftrufted  teal  for  the  Church  of  England  as  by 
“  law  eftablifhed. — Thus  We  have  learned  our  own,  and  thus 
<c  we  teach  others  their  duty  to  God  and  the  king.” — His 
majefty  difcovered  an  unufual  fatisfa&ion  on  this  occafion, 
and  after  having  returned  them  thanks,  was  pleafed  to  add, 
that  no  other  church  in  the  world  taught  and praclifed  loyalty  fo 
confcientioufly  at  they  did * 
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As  fuch  abjeft  and  fervile  flattery  could  not  fail  of  pleafing 
the  king,  it  muft  neceffarily  draw  down  vengeance  on  the 
non-conformifts,  who  joined  in  none  of  their  addreffes,  but 
were  doomed  to  fuffer  under  a  double  charafter,  as  whigsz 
and  as  difenters.  “  This  (fays  bilhop  Burnet*')  was  fet  on 
<c  by  the  papifts,  and  it  was  wifely  done  of  them,  for  they 
knew  how  much  the  non-conformifts  were  fet  againft  them. 
They  made  ufe  alfo  of  the  indifcreet  zeal  of  the  high 
“  church  clergymen  to  ruin  them,  which  they  knew  would 
render  the  clergy  odious,  and  give  the  papifts  great  advan- 
<c  tage  when  opportunity  offered.”  The  times  were  boifte- 
rous  and  ftormy;  (ham  plots  were  contrived,  and  warrants 
iffued  againft  the  leaders  of  the  whig  party  for  feditious  lan¬ 
guage;  Shaft ejbury ,  now  called  the  frotejlant  earl,  was  fent 
to  the  Tower,  and  Stephen  College,  xhzprotejlant  joiner ,  was 
carried  to  Oxford,  and  hanged,  after  the  grand  jury  in  Lon¬ 
don  had  brought  in  a  bill  of  indictment  againft  him  ignora¬ 
mus.  Witneffes  were  imported  from  Ireland,  and  employed  to 
iwear  away  men’s  lives.  “  The  court  intended  to  fet  them  to 
6C  fwear  againft  all  the  hot  party,  which  was  plainly  murder 
in  them  who  believed  them  falfe  witneffes,  (fays  Burnetf) 
and  yet  made  ufe  of  them  to  deftroy  others.”  Spies 
were  planted  in  all  coffee-houfes,  to  furniih  out  evidence  for 
the  witneffes.  Mercenary  juftices  wrere  put  into  commiflion 
all  over  the  kingdom;  juries  were  packed;  and  with  regard 
to  the  non-conformifts,  informers  of  the  vileft  of  the  people 
were  countenanced  to  a  fhameful  degree,  infomuch  that  the 
gaols  were  quickly  filled  with  prifoners,  and  large  fums  of 
money  extorted  from  the  induftrious  and  confcientious,  and 
played  into  the  hands  of  the  moft  profligate  wretches  in  the 
nation. 

The  juftices  of  Middlefex  (hewed  great  forwardnefs,  and 
reprefented  to  his  majefty  in  December,  “  that  an  intimation 
«  of  his  pleafure  was  neceffary  at  this  time,  to  the  putting 
the  laws  in  execution  againft  conventicles,  becaufe  when 
“  a  charge  was  lately  given  at  the  council-board  to  put  the 
“  laws  in  execution  againft  popifti  recufants,  no  mention  was 
«  made  of  fupprefling  conventicles.”  Upon  this  his  majefty 
commanded  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  juftices,  to  ufe 
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their  utmoft  endeavour  to  fupprefs  all  conventicles  and  un¬ 
lawful  meetings,  upon  pretence  of  religious  woifhip,  for  it 
was  his  exprefs  pleafure,  that  the  laws  be  efle&ually  put  in 
execution  againft  them,  both  in  city  and  countiy.  Accoid- 
ingly  the  juftices  of  peace  at  their  feffions  at  Hickes  s-hall, 
Jan.  13,  ordered,  “  that  whereas  the  conftables  and  church* 
€c  wardens,  &c.  of  every  parifh  and  precinft  within  the  faid 
<c  county,  had  been  enjoined  laft  feffions  to  make  a  return 
«  the  firft  day  of  this,  of  the  names  of  the  preachers  in 
conventicles,  and  the  moft  confiderable  frequenters  of  the 
6C  fame  within  their  feveral  limits  ;  which  order  not  being 
cc  obeyed,  but  contemned  by  fome,  it  was  therefore  by  the 
“  juftices  then  afiembled  defired,  that  the  lord  bifhop  of  Lon- 
<c  don  will  pleafe  to  direft  thofe  officers  which  are  under  his 
“  jurifdi&ion,  to  ufe  their  utmoft  diligence,  that  all  fuch 
perfons  may  be  excommunicated,  who  commit  crimes  de~ 
cc  fervingthe  ecclefiaftical  cenfure;  and  that  the  faid  exconl- 
munications  may  be  publifhed  in  the  pariftles  where  the 
“  perfons  live,  that  they  may  be  taken  notice  of,  and  be 
«  obvious  to  the  penalties  that  belong  to  perfons  excommu- 
“  nicat cf  viz.)  not  to  be  admitted for  a  witnefs,or  returned  upon 
•“juries,  or  capable  of fuing  for  any  debt."  They  further  or¬ 
dered  at  the  fame  time,  “  that  the  ftatute  of  the  firft  of  Eliz. 
“  and  third  of  king  James ,  be  put  in  due  execution,  for  the 
“  levying  twelve-pence  per  Sunday  upon  fuch  perfons  who 
“  repaired  not  to  divine  fervice  and  fermons  at  their  parifli 
“  or  fome  other  publick  church.55  All  which  (fays  Mr. 
Eachard )  made  way  for  all  forts  of  profecutions  both  in 
city  and  country,  which  in  many  places  were  carried  on 
with  great  fpight  and  feverity,  where  there  never  wanted 
bufy  agents  and  informers,  of  which  a  few  were  fufficient  to 
put  the  laws  in  execution;  fo  that  the  dijfenters  this  year  and 
much  longer ,  (fays  he)  met  with  cruel  and  unchrifian  ufage; 
which  occalioned  great  complaints  among  the  people,  and 
fome  fevere  refleftions  on  the  king  himfelf. 

It  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  church-wigs  to  relieve  the 
non-conformijls ,  nor  fcreen  them  from  the  edge  of  the  penal 
laws,  which  were  in  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  All  that  could 
be  done  was  to  encourage  their  conftancy,  and  to  write  fome 
compaffionate  treatifes  to  move  the  people  in  their  favour,  by 
vol.  iv,  flawing 
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{hewing  them,  that  while  they  were  plundering  and  deflroy- 
ing  their  proteflant  diflenting  neighbours,  they  were  cutting 
the  throat  of  the  reformed  religion,  and  making  way  for  the 
triumphs  of  popery  upon  its  ruins.  Among  other  writings 
of  this  fort,  the  mpft  famous  was,  the  Conformijis  Plea  for  the 
Non-conformifls ,  in  four  parts,  by  a  benefced  minijler  arid  a 
regular  fon  of  the  church  of  England .  In  which  the  author 
Undertakes  to  drew,  i.  The  greatnefs  of  their  fufferings. 
2.  The  hardfhips  of  theircafe.  3.  The  reafonablenefs  and 
equity  of  their  propofals  for  union.  4.  The  qualifications 
and  worth  of  their  minifters.  5.  Their  peaceable  behaviour. 
6.  Their  agreement  with  the  church  of  England  in  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  her  faith.  7.  The  prejudice  to  the  church  by  their 
exclufion ;  and  then  concludes,  with  an  account  of  the  in¬ 
famous  lives,  and  lamentable  deaths,  of  feveral  of  the  in¬ 
formers.  It  was  a  fenfible  and  moving  performance,  but 
had  no  influence  on  the  tory  juftices,  and  tribe  of  informers. 
There  was  no  (lemming  the  tide;  every  one  who  was  not  a 
furious  tory  (fays  Rapin')  was  reputed  a  pre(byterian. 

Mod  of  the  clergy  were  with  the  court,  and  diftinguiflicd 
themfelves  on  the  fide  of  perfecution.  The  pulpits  every 
where  refounded  with  the  doctrines  of  pqfive-obedience  and 
non-re fiftance ,  which  were  carried  to  all  the  heights  of  king 
Charles  I.  No  eafiern  monarch  (according  to  them)  was 
more  abfolute  than  the  king  of  England. #  They  exprefled 
fuch  a  zeal  for  the  duke’s  fucceflion,  as  if  a  popifir  king  over 
a  proteflant  country  had  been  a  fpecial  blefling  from  heaven. 
They  likewife  gave  themfelves  fuch  a  loofe  againfl  proteflant 
non-con formifts ,  as  if  nothing  was  fo  formidable  as  that  party. 
In  all  their  fennons,  popery  was  quite  forgot,  (fays  Burnet) 
and  the  force  of  their  zeal  was  turned  almoll  wholly  againfl 
proteflant  diffenters .  In  many  country  places  the  parfon  of 
the  pariflo ,  who  could  bully,  and  drink  and  fwear,  was  put 
into  the  commiilion  of  the  peace,  and  made  a  confiding fuftiee, 
by  which  means  he  was  both  judge  and  party  in  his  own 
caufe.  If  any  of  his  fober  parifliioners  did  not  appear  at 
church,  they  were  fure  to  be  fummoned,  and  inftead  of  the 
mildnefs  and  gentlenefs  of  a  chriftian  clergyman,  they  ufually 
met  with  haughty  and  abufive  language,  and  the  utmofl  ri- 

#  Rapin,  p,  725.  Burnet,  p.  309.  q 
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gour  the  law  could  inflift.  There  was  alfo  a  great  change 
made  in  the  comm  iff  ions  throughout  England.  A  fet  of  con¬ 
fiding  magifirates  was  appointed;  and  none,  were  left  on  the 
bench,  or  in  the  militia,  that  did  not  declare  for  the  arbi¬ 
trary  meafures  of  the  court :  and  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  were 
averfe  to  this  fury  were  declaimed  againft  as  betrayers  of  the 
church ,  and  fecret  favourers  of  the  diffenters ;  but  the  truth 
is,  (fays  the  bifiiop)  the  number  of  fiber  honefi  clergyman  was 
not  great ,  for  where  the  carcafe  is,  there  will  the  eagles  be 
gathered  together.  The  fcent  of  preferment  will  draw  afpi- 
ring  men  after  it.  Upon  the  whole,  the  prefen t  times  were 
very  lowring,  and  the  profpeft  under  a  popiiTi  fuqceffor  (till 
more  threatening. 

It  would  fill  a  volume,  to  enter  into  all  .the  particulars  of 
thefe  unchriftian  proceedings,  which  even  the  black  regifters 
of  the  fpiritual  courts  cannot  fully  unfold.  The  reverend 
Mr.  Edward  Bury ,  affifting  at  a  private  faff,  on  account  of 
the  extraordinary  drought,  was  apprehended  June  14,  and 
fined  twenty  pounds ;  and  refufing  to  pay  it,  becaufe  he  did 
not  preach,  they  took  away  his  goods,  books,  and  even  the 
bed  he  lay  upon.  The  reverend  Mr.  Philip  Henry  was  ap¬ 
prehended  at  the  fame  time,  and  fined  forty  pounds,  and  ' 
for  non-payment  they  carried  away  thirty-three  loads  of  corn 
which  lay  cut  upon  the  ground,  together  with  hay,  coals, 
and  other  chattels.  The  informers  took  the  names  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  more,  who  were  at  the  meeting:  they 
fined  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  twenty  pounds,  and  five  pounds 
more  as  being  conftable  that  year,  and  exacted  five  (hillings 
a  head  from  all  who  were  prefent.  Examples  of  this  ufage 
in  London,  Middlefex,  and  mod  of  the  counties  of  England, 
are  innumerable. 

The  quakers  publifhed  a  narrative  of  the  fufferings  of 
their  friends  fmce  the  reftoration,  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
great  numbers  had  been  fined  by  the  bifhop’s  courts,  robbed 
of  their  fubftance,  and  per  idled  in  prifon.*  Many  had  been 
fo  beaten  and  wounded  for  attending  their  meetings ,  that 
they  died  of  their  wounds.  An  account  was  alfo  pubiiflied, 
of  the  unjult  proceedings  of  the  informers ,  (hewing,  that  at 
their  inftance  many  had  been  plundered  without  a  juridical 

*  Sewel,  p.  5 74,  581. 
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proccfs;  that  feven  hundred  of  them  were  now  in  prifon  in 
feveral  parts  of  England,  and  efpecially  about  Briltol*  but 
remonftrances  and  complaints  availed  nothing. 

In  the  midft  of  this  furious  perfecution,  the  famous  Mr. 
Thomas  Gouge ,  fon  of  Dr.  Gouge  of  Black-friars,  and  the 
ejefted  minifter  of  St.  Sepulchre’s,  was  taken  out  of  this 
world:  he  was  born  at  Bow  near  Stratford,  1605,  bred  at 
Eaton  fchool,  and  educated  in  King’s  college,  Cambridge.* 
He  fettled  at  St.  Sepulchre’s  in  the  year  1638,  and  for 
twenty-four  years  difcharged  all  the  parts  of  a  vigilant  and 
faithful  pallor.  He  was  a  wonder  of  piety,  charity,  humi¬ 
lity,  and  moderation,  making  it  his  fludy  to  keep  a  confcience 
void  of  offence  towards  God  and  man.  Mr.  Baxter  fays, 
he  never  heard  any  man  fpeak  to  his  difbonour,  except  that 
he  did  not  conform.  He  was  poffelfed  of  a  good  eftate, 
and  devoted  the  chief  of  it  to  charity.  He  fettled  fchools 
to  the  number  of  three  or  four  hundred,  and  gave  money 
to  teach  children  to  read  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  Wales, 
where  he  travelled  annually,  and  preached,  till  he  was  forbid 
by  the  bifhops,  and  excommunicated,  though  he  hill  went 
as  a  hearer  to  the  parifh  churches.  He  printed  eight  thou- 
fand  Welfh  Bibles, f  a  thoufand  of  which  were  given  to  the 
poor,  and  the  reft  fent  to  the  principal  towns  of  Wales,  to 
be  fold  at  an  under  rate.  He  printed  five  hundred  of  the 
Whole  Duty  of  Man  in  Welfli,  and  gave  them  away;  two 
hundred  and  forty  New  TeJ}  aments  \  and  kept  almofl  two 
thoufand  Welfh  children  at  fchool  to  learn  Englifh.  Arch- 
bifhop  Tillotfony  in  his  funeral  fermon,  fays,  that,  all  things 

*  Tillotfon’s  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  265. 

f  In  thefe  charitable  works,  as  we  have  feen  before,  he  was  aiMed  by 
his  friends.  The  great  business  of  his  life  was  to  do  good.  He  an¬ 
nually  travelled  over  Wales,  infpe£ling  the  fchools  and  inftru&ing  the 
people  both  in  publick  and  private,  till  he  was  between  fixty  and  feventy 
vears  of  age.  He  fuftained  great  lofs  by  the  fire  of  London,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  wife  and  the  fettlement  of  his  children,  his  fortune  was  re¬ 
duced  to  150I.  per  annum;  out  of  which  he  condantly  expended  iool.  in 
works  of  charity.  He  had  a  fingular  fagacity  and  prudence  in  devifmgthe 
moit  effectual  ways  of  doing  good:  and  his  example  gave  the  firit  hint  to 
Mr.  T.  Firmtn  of  that  plaToffurnifhing  the  poor  with  employment,  which 
he  fo  extenfively  and  generoufly  puf fued.  His  funeral  fermon  was  preached 
by  Boftor,  afterwards  Archbifhop  Tillotfon,  Palmer,  Ed. 

i  confidered, 
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confidered,  there  has  not  fince  the  primitive  times  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  been  many  among  the  fons  of  men,  to  whom  that 
glorious  character  of  the  Son  of  God  might  be  better  applied, 
that  he  went  about  doing  good*  He  was  a  divine  of  a  cheat- 
ful  Spirit,  and  went  away  quietly,  in  his  lleep,  October  29, 
1681,  in  the  feventy-feventh  year  of  his  age.f 

While  the  tories  and  high-church  clergy  were  ravaging 
the  dilfentersj  the  court  was  intent  upon  Subverting  the 
conftitution,  and  getting  the  government  of  the  city  into  then 
hands.  June  24,  1682,  there  was  a  conteft  about  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Sheriffs,  which  occafioned  a  considerable  tumult.  And 
when  the  election  of  a  lord-mayor  came  on  at  Michaelmas, 
the  citizens  were  again  in  an  uproar,  the  lord-mayor  pre¬ 
tending  a  right  to  adjourn  the  court,  while  th cjheriffs,  to 
whom  the  right  belonged,  continued  the  poll  till  nightj 
when  the  books  were  caff  up,  each  party  elaimed  the  majo¬ 
rity  according  to  their  refpeftive  books.  The  conteft  role 
So  high,  that°  Sir  William  Pritchard,  lord-mayor,  was  after¬ 
wards  arretted  at  the  Suit  of  Mr.  Papillon  and  Dubois ,  and 
detained  prifoner  in  Skinner’s-hall  till  midnight.  But  when 
the  affair  came  to  a  trial,  the  election  was  vacated,  Papillon 
and  Dubois  were  imprifoned,  and  the  leading  men  of  the 
whig  party,  who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  conteft, 
were  fined  in  large  Sums  of  money,  which  made  way  for  the 
lofs  of  the  charter. 

*  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  8. 

f  The  learned  and  excellent  Dr.  William  Lloyd,  then  bifhop  of  St. 
Afaph,  who  endeavoured  by  argument  to  remove  the  fcruples  of  the  dif- 
fenters,  and  to  bring  them  back  into  the  church  by  mild  and  chriftiai; 
methods,  after  fome  private  conferences,  called  on  Mr.  James  Owen,  to 
produce  his  reafons  for  preaching  without  ordination  by  diocefan  bifhops, 
at  the  publick  hall  of  Ofweftree,  on  the  27th  of  September,  of  the  year 
1681.  The  bifhop  was  attended  by  the  learned  Mr.  Henry  Do  dwell ;  Mr. 
Owen’ s  fupporters  were,  Mr.  Philip  Henry ,  Mr.  Jonathan  Roberts  of 
Slainvair,  in  Denbighfhire,  an  excellent  fcholar  and  warm  difputant.  The 
difpute  began  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  ended  between  eight  and  nine. 
Several  points,  connected  with  the  main  queflion,  “  concerning  the 

necefiity  of  ordination  by  diocefan  bifhops,  in  uninterrupted  fucceilion 
«  from  the  apoftles,”  were  debated;  The  effects  of  this  difcuffion  were 
various ;  but  no  converts  were  made  by  it.  The  bifhop  procured  refpeft 
bv  his  exemplary  candour;  and  Mr.  Philip  Henry ,  by  his  prudent  and  pri¬ 
mitive  temper,  and  the  mildnefs  of  his  manner,  recommended  hind  elf  to 
the  high  efteem  of  the  prelate  and  the  company.  Mr.  James  Owen’s  Life, 
p.  29— 35,  Ed.  Thf 
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•The  court  would  have  perfuaded  the  common-council  to 
make  a  voluntary  furrenderof  it  to  the  crown,  to  put  an  end 
to  alt  Cornells  for  the  future;*  but  not  being  able  to  prevail, 
they  refolved  to  condemn  it  by  law;  accordingly  a  quo  war¬ 
ranto  was  i fined  out  of  the  court  of  King’s-bench,  to  fee 
whether  its  charter  had  been  duly  obferved,  becaufe  the 
common-council,  in  one  of  their  addrefles,  had  petitioned  for 
the  fitting  of  the  parliament,  and  had  taxed  the  prorogation 
as  a  delay  of  juftice;  and  becaufe  they  had  laid  taxes  on  their 
wharfs  and  markets  contrary  to  law.  After  trial  upon 
thefe  two  points,  the  chief  juftice  delivered  it  as  the  unani¬ 
mous  opinion  of  the  court,  that  the  liberties  and  franchifes 
of  the  city  of  London  had  been  forfeited ,  and  might  be  feized 
into  the  king's  hands ,  but  judgment  was  not  to  be  entered 
till  the  1  ting’s  pleafure  was  further  known.  In  the  mean 
time  the  lord-mayor  and  common-council,  who  are  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  city,  agreed  to  fubmit  to  the  king’s  mercy, 
and  fent  a  deputation  to  Windfor,  June  18,  1683,  t0  ^eg 
pardon ;  which  the  king  was  pleafed  to  grant  on  condition 
that  his  niajefty  might  have  a  negative  in  the  choice  of  all  the 
chief  magif  rates — that  if  his  majejly  dif  approved  of  their  choice 
of  a  lord-mayor  they  fjould  choofe  another  within  a  week — and 
that  if  his  majejly  dif  approved  their  Jecond  choice  he  fhould 
himfelf  nominate  a  mayor  for  flee  year  et filing;  and  the  like  as 
to Jheriffs ,  aldermen ,  &c.f  When  this  was  reported  to  the 
common-council,  it  was  put  to  the  vote,  and  upon  a  divifion, 
one  hundred  and  four  were  for  accepting  the  king’s  regula¬ 
tion,  and  eighty-fix  againft  it;  but  even  thefe  conceffions 
continued  no  longer  than  a  year.  The  charter  of  London 
being  loft,  the  cities  and  corporations  in  general  were  pre¬ 
vailed  with  to  deliver  up  their  charters,  and  accept  of  fuch 
new  ones  as  the  court  would  grant,  which  was  the  highelt 
degree  of  perfidy  and  bafenefs  in  thofe  who  were  entrufted 
with  them,  efpecially  when  they  knew,  that  the  defign  was 
to  pack  a  parliament,  in  order  to  make  way  for  a  popifh 
fucceflor. 

Thus  the  liberties  of  England  were  delivered  up  to  the 
crown;  and  though  the  forms  of  law  remained,  men’s  lives 


*  Burnet,  p.  354 — 357.  Rapin,  p.  727. 
Gazette,  No.  1835. 


f  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  403. 
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and  eltates  were  at  the  mercy  of  a  fet  of  profligate  ci  catures, 
who  would  fwear  any  thing  for  hire.  Juries  (lays  Burnet *) 
were  a  fhame  to  the  nation,  and  a  reproach  to  religion,  for 
they  were  packed  and  prepared  to  bring  in  verdifts  as  they 
were  dire£ted,and  not  as  matters  appeared  upon  the  evidence; 
Zeal  againft  popery  was  decried  as  the  voice  of  a  fa£hon, 
who  were  enemies  to  the  king  and  his  government.  Ah 
rejoicings  on  the  fifth  of  November  were  forbid,  atjd  ftrift 
orders  given  to  all  conflables  and  other  ofiicei s  to  keep  the 
peace;  but  the  populace  not  being  lo  orderly  as  they  fliould 
have  been,  feveral  London  apprentices  were  fined  twenty 
marks  for  a  riot,  and  fet  in  the  pillory.  -TLhefe  weie  the 
triumphs  of  a  tory  and  popifh  adminiftration. 

A  little  before  this  died  old  Mr.  Thomas  Cafe ,  M.  A.  edu¬ 
cated  in  Cdirift-church,  Oxford,  and  one  of  the  aflcmbly  of 
divines;  he  was  peculiarly  zealous  in  promoting  the  morning 
exercifes ,  but  was  turned  out  of  his  living  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  Milk-fireet,  for  refufing  the  engagement,  and  im- 
prifoned  for  Mr.  Love’s  plot;  he  was  afterwards  reef  or  of 
St.  Giles’s,  and  waited  on  the  king  at  Breda.f  He  was  one 
of  the  commiflioners  at  the  Savoy,  and  filenced  with  his 
brethren  in  1662.  He  was  an  open  plain-hearted  man,  an 
excellent  preacher,  of  ft  warm  fpirit,  and  a  hearty  lover  of 
all  good  men.  He  died  May  30,  1682,  aged  84.  J 

Mr.  Samuel  Clarke ,  the  ejefted  minifter  of  St.  Bene’t  Fink, 
was  an  indefatigable  Undent,  as  appears  by  his  Martyrology, 
his  Lives  of  eminent  Divines,  and  other  hiftorical  works;  he 
was  a  good  fcholar,  and  had  been  an  ufeful  preacher  in 


#  Page  359.  f  Calamy,vok  ii.  p.  13.  Palmer’s  Non.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  1 24. 


X  He  furvived  every  one  of  the  diiTenters  that  fat  in  the  afTembly  of 
divines.  Mr.  Baxter  ftyles  him  “  a  holy,  faithful  fervant  of  God.”  It 
is  painful,  however,  to  reEeft,  that  a  man  whofe  chara&er  appears,  in 
general,  to  have  been  venerable  and  amiable,  fliould  be  fo  tran {ported  by 
the  heat  of  the  times,  as,  in  a  fermon  preached  before  the  “  court-martial” 
in  1644,  to  fay;  “  Noble  Sirs,  imitate  God,  and  be  merciful  to  none  that 
“  have  finned  of  malicious  wickednefs meaning  the  royaliiis,  who  were 
frequently  ftyled  malignants.  This,  as  Mr.  Granger  oblerves,  is  fangui- 
nary.  It  may  be  added,  that  it  conveyed  alfo  a  falfe  idea  of  the  divine 
clemency,  which  extends  its  exercife,  on  repentance,  to  all  characters ;  to 
fws  of  malignity  as  well  as  of  infirmity. 

Granger’s  Hiflory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  317,  18.  Km 
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Chefhire  and  Warwickflfire,  before  he  came  to  London;  he 
was  one  of  the  commillioners  at  the  Savoy,  and  prefented 
the  prefbyterian  minifter’s  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  king  for 
his  declaration  concerning  ecclefiaflical  affairs;  and  though 
he  could  not  conform  as  a  preacher,  he  frequently  attended 
the  fervice  of  the  church  as  a  hearer  and  communicant.  He 
died  December  25,  1682,  cetatis  eighty.* 

While  the  liberties  of  England  lay  bleeding,  the  fury  of  the 
court  raged  higher  than  ever  againft  the  non-conformijis ,  as  in¬ 
flexible  enemies  of  their  arbitrary  meafures.f  Mr.  Baxter  was 
furprized  in  his  own  houfe,  by  a  company  of  conftables  and 
other  peace-officers ,  who  arrefted  him  for*  coming  within  five 
miles  of  a  corporation,  and  brought  warrants  to  diftrain  upon 
him  for  five  fermons,  amounting  to  195I.  They  took  him  out 
of  his  bed,  to  which  he  had  been  confined  for  fome  time,  and 
were  carrying  him  to  gaol;  but  Dr.  Cox  the  phyfician,  meet¬ 
ing  him  in  the  way,  went  and  made  oath  before  a  jufiice  of 
peace,  that  he  could  not  be  removed  to  prifon  without  danger 
of  his  life,  fo  he  was  permitted  to  go  home  again  to  bed; 
but  the  officers  rifled  his  houfe,  took  away  fuch  books  as 
he  had,  and  fold  even  the  bed  from  under  him.  Dr .Annefley^ 
and  feveral  other  minifters,  had  their  goods  diftrained  for 
latent  convictions ;  that  is,  upon  the  oaths  of  perfons  they  never 

*  When  Mr.  Clarke  was  ejected,  he  had  been  forty  years  in  the  minidry, 
during  which  time  he  had  been  feven  or  eight  years  a  governor,  and  two 
years  a  prefident  of  Sion  college.  The  mod  valuable  of  his  numerous 
works  are  reckoned  to  be  “  Lives  of  the  Puritan  Divines  and  other  perfons 
iC  of  note.”<c  The  author  and  the  bookfeller,”  fays  Mr.  Granger,  “  feem 
“  to  have  been  thoroughly  informed  of  this  fecret,  that  a  taking  title-page 
*<  becomes  much  more  taking,  with  an  engraved  frontifpiece  before  it ;  and 

that  little  pi£lures>  in  the  body  of  the  book,  are  great  embellifhments  to 

dyle  and  matter.”  He  was  more  a  compiler  than  an  author.  His  name 
was  anagrammatifed  to  Su  (c)  kail  Cream ,  alluding  to  his  taking  the  bed 
parts  of  thofe  books  from  which  he  colle&ed.  One  is  forry  to  find,  in  the 
lid  of  his  publications,  “  A  Difcourfe  againd  Toleration.**  He  enjoyed 
about  nine  years  the  living  of  Alceder  in  Warwickfhire,  where  his  preach¬ 
ing  was  very  ufeful,  and  the  town  became  exemplary  for  fobriety,  which 
had  borne  the  character  of  drunken  Alcejler .  He  met  death  with  a  lively 
fenfe  of  eternity  upon  his  mind,  and  a  comfortable  adiirance  of  his  own 
title  to  future  bleffednefs.  Palmer’s  Noncon.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  88, 
Granger’s  Hidory,  vol.  iii.  p.  321.  Ed. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  the  great-grandfather  of  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke  of  St.  Al* 
ban’s,  the  patron  of  Dr.  Doddridge’s  youthful  dudies.  Ed.. 
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faw,  nor  received  fummons  to  anfwer  for  themfelsues  bcfo 
iuftice  of  peace.  This  was  dabbing  men  in  the  dark.  »ome 
were  imprifoned  on  the  corporation  aft.  The  reverend  Mr. 
Vincent  was  tried  and  convi&ed  at  the  Surry  alfizes.  on  tlic 
n  rth  of  queen  Elizabeth ,  already  mentioned:  he  lay  m  pr lion 
many  months,  but  was  at  laft  releafed  by  the  intercdhon  of 
feme  great  men.  The  diffenting  laity  were  harafied  every 
where  in  the  fpiritual  courts ,  warrants  were  figned  for 
diftreffes  in  the  village  of  Hackney  alone,  to  the  fum  of 
Fourteen  hundred  pounds;  one  of  which  was  five  hundred 
The  reader  will  then  judge  what  mult  have  been  the  cafe  o* 


the  intereft  in  general.* 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  oppreflion  and  violence,  the  court 
found  that  the  fpirit  of  Englifti  liberty  was  not  eafily  to  be 
fubdued:  there  were  a  fet  of  patriots  who  flood  in  their  way, 
and  were  determined  to  hazard  their  lives  and  roi tunes  ior 
the  conffitution;  thele  were  therefore  to  be  removed  or  cut 
off,  by  bringing  them  within  the  compafs  of  fo me  pretended 
plot  againft  the  government.  Some,  who  were  more  zealous 
than  prudent,  met  together  in  clubs  at  the  taverns  and  other 
places,  to  talk  over  the  common  danger,  and  what  might 
be  done  to  fecure  their  religion  and  liberties  in  cafe  of  the 
king’s  death;  but  there  was  no  formed  defign  in  any  of  them 
againft  the ,  king  or  the  prefent  government.  The  court 
however  laid  hold  of  this  occafion,  and,  as  Mr.  Coke  fa^s,  let 
on  foot  three  plots,  one  to  affaffinate  the  king  and  duke  as 
they  came  from  Newmarket;  another  to  feize  the  guards; 
and  a  third  was  called  the  Blackheath plot ;  in  all  which,  for 
ought  I  can  find,  (fays  he)  the  fox  veas  the  finder.  Dr.  fVel- 


*  The  temper  of  the  court  and  church  at  this  time  inclined .  Mr.  John 
Shower,  to  attend  the  nephew  of  Sir  Samuel  Barnardijhn  on  his  travels,  in 
compliance  with  the  earneft  requeft  of  his  uncle,  in  company  with  feye- 
ral  other  gentlemen,  which  we  mention  here  to  introduce  the  following 
paflage.  When  they  were  at  Geneva,  where  they  continued  for  fome  time, 
they  contra&ed  an  acquaintance  with  Turretm  the  younger.  On  their 
firft  convention  they  found  this  learned  divine  and  the  reft  of  the  city 
poffeffed  with  very  unfavourable  fehtiments  concerning  the  Englifh  Non- 
conformifts.  But  when  Mr.  Shower  and  his  companions  had  ftated  their 
cafe,  and  the  terms  required  of  them,  Turret  in  and  the  others  declared 
themfelves  welL  fatished  with  the  grounds  of  their diffent,  and  treated  them, 
during  the  remainder  of  their  reiidence  in  the  city,  with  a  very  particular 
refpedt  Tong’s  Life  of  Shower,  p.  48*  bD» 

wood 
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*ivood  adds,**  that  the  fluttered  remains  of  Englifh  liberty 
Were  attacked  on  every  fide,  and  fome  of  the  nobleft  blood 
in  the  nation  offered  up  a  facrifice  to  the  manes  of  popilh 
rnaityrs.  Swearing  came  into  fafliion,  and  an  evidence  office 
was  fet  up  at  Whitehall;  the  witneffes  were  highly  en¬ 
couraged,  and,  inftead  of  judges  and  juries  that  might  boggle 
at  half  evidence,  care  was  taken  to  pick  out  fuch  as  fhould 
flick  at  nothing  to  ferve  a  turn.  The  plot  which  the  court 
made  the  of  was  called  the  Eye  houfe  plot ,|  from  the  name  of 
the  houfe  were  the  two  royal  brothers  were  to  be  lliot;  it 
%vas  within  two  miles  of  Hodfdon  in  Hertfordfhire,  and  was 
hi  it  difcovered  by  one  Keeling  an  anabapiijl ;  after  him  Good- 
enough  y  Rumfey  and  Weft,  made  themfeives  witneffes,  and 
framed  a  ffory  out  of  their  own  heads,  of  lopping  off  the  two 
brothers ,  as  they  came  from  Newmarket;  and  having  heard 
\  of  conferences  between  the  duke  of  Monmouth ,  lord  Ruffe f 
and  others,  concerning  fecuring  the  proteftant  religion  upon 
the  king’s  deceafe,  they  impeached  them  to  the  council, 
upon  which  lord  Ruffe l ,  Algernon  Sidney ,  the  earl  of  EJfex , 
and  Mr.  Houblon ,  were  apprehended  and  lent  to  the  Tower. 
W arrants  were  iffued  out  for  feveral  others,  who,  knowing 
that  innocence  was  in  thefe  times  no  fufficient  proteffion^ 
abfeonded,  and  went  out  of  the  way  ;  but  feveral  were  tried, 
and  executed  upon  th t  court-evidence  ]  as  Mr.  Rumbold ,  the 
mailer  of  the  houfe  where  the  plot  was  to  take  place,  who 
declared  at  his  execution  in  king  Ja?nes\  reign,  that 
he  never  knew  of  any  defign  againfl  the  king;  as  did  Cap¬ 
tain  Walcot  and  Sir  Thomas  Annftrong ,  Roufe ,  and  the  reft. 
Lord  Rujfel  was  condemned,  and  beheaded,  for  being 
within  the  hearing  of  fome  treafonable  words  at  Mr.  Shep¬ 
herd's,  a  wine-cooper  in  Abchurch-lane.J  The  earl  of 
Ejfex’s  throat  was  cut  in  the  Tower  §  during  lord 

trial; 

*  Memoirs,  p.  132.  f  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  368 — 373.  J  P.  382. 

§  Dr.  Grey  cenfures  Mr.  Neal's  account  of  the  Rye- houfe  plot  as  very 
faulty,  if  not  falfe;  (<  as  appears,”  he  fays,  tc  from  the  very  bell  of  our  hif- 
€i  torians,  and  the  con fefli on  of  feveral  that  fufFered  for  it.”  The  hidorians 
to  whom  the  doctor  refers  are  Eachardy  Kennct ,  &c.  and  principally  bifhop 
Sprat's  “  Hiftory  of  the  Rye-houfe  Plot.”  As  to  this  work,  the  moft  partial 
to  it  mull  own  it  detracts  greatly  from  its  credit;  that  it  was  drawn  up  to 
pleafe  the  court,  by  one  that  was  wholly  in  that  intereil;  and  the  author. 
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trial;*  and  Algernon  Sidney  was  executed  for  having  a /edi¬ 
tions  libel  in  his Jludy  ;  j-  of  the  injuft  ice  of  which  the  parliament 
at  the  revolution  was  fo  fenfible,  that  they  reverfed  the  judg¬ 
ments.  A  proclamation  was  iffued  out  again  ft  the  duke  of 
Monmouth,  though  the  king  knew  where  he  was;  and  after 
the  ferment  brought  him  to  court.  Mr.  Eachard  obfervcs, 
that  fome  have  called  this  the  fanatkk,  the  fro'lcjlani ,  .the 
vjhimp,  or  prejbyterian plot-,  others  have  called  it,  with  more 
juft,  ice,  a  piece  of  hate  policy,  and  no  better  than  an  im- 
y  ofture,  for  it  had  no  other  foundation  than  the  rafli  and 
imprudent  difcourfe  of  fome  warm  whigs,  which,  in  io  criti¬ 
cal  a  conjuncture,  was  very  hazardous ;  but  no  fcheme  of  a 
plot  had  been  agreed  upon,  no  preparations  made,  no  arms 
norhorfes  purchafed,  nor  perfons  appointed  to  execute  any 
defign  againft  the  king  or  government. £  However,  the  court 
had  their  ends  in  ftriking  terror  into  the  whole  party. 

'  ,  Great 

it  feems,  acknowledges,  <c  that  king  James  IT.  called  for  his  papers.,  and 
<s  having  read  them,  altered  divers  paffages,  and  caufed  them  to  be  printed 
“  by  his  own  authority.”  Calamy’s  Letter  to  archdeacon  Eachard,  p.  55- 
Dr.  Grey  ironically  calls  Mr.  Neal’s  account  of  the  earl  of  Effex’s  death, 
a  candid  remark;  and  then  refers  to,  and  quotes  largely,  Carte’s  and 
Eachard’ s  reprefentations  of  that  event,  to  {hew  that  the  earl  was  felo  de  Jc. 
This  is  not  the  place  to  difcufs  the  queftion  concerning  his  lordfhip’s  death, 
whether  he  committed  an  aft  of  fuicide,  or  was  murdered  by  others  ?  Dr. 
Harris  has  fully  and  impartially  Hated  the  arguments  on  both  fides.  Hiftory 
of  Charles  II.  vol.  ii.  p.  37 1 — 376.  The  fame  judicious  writer  has  alfo 
inveftigated  the  evidence  concerning  the  Rye-houJ'e  plot,  p.  355 — 370.  Ed. 

*  Welwood’s  Memoirs,  p.  161. 

h  This  was  an  anfvver  to  Fihner’s  book,  written  to  prove  the  abfolutc 
and  unlimited  power  of  kings.  The  leading  principle  of  this  MS.  was, 
“  that  power  is  delegated  from  the  people  to  the  prince,  and  that  he  is  ac- 
countable  to  them  for  the  abufe  of  it.”  It  was  urged  that  he  was  not 
proved  to  have  written  the  piece;,  that  if  he  were  the  author,  it  contained 
.only  his  private  fpeculations;  that  it  could  not  be  admitted  as  a  proof  of 
the  plot,  for  it  was  written  years  before;  and  that,  as  it  was  not  a  finifhed 
piece,  it  could  not  be  known  how  it  would  end ;  and  no  general  conclufion 
ought  to  be  drawn  from  any  particular  chapter  of  a  work.  The  book  was, 
however,  confidered  by  Jefferies  as  an  overt-aft,  on  this  principle,  Jeribere 
eft  agere.  It  is  remarkable,  that  within  a  fewyearsy  the  energy  and  truth 
of  the  above  principle  removed  James  It.  from  the  throne,  and  placed  on 
It  the  prince  of  Orange.  So  vain  is  it  to  fight  againft  juft  principles !  Ed. 

X  “  Mr.  Neal  muft  think  his  readers,”  fays  Dr.  Grey ,  “  very  eafv  of 
1  belief  to  fwallow  down  fuch  grojs  untruths  as  thefe,  which  the  fmalleft 
#*  dabbler  in  the  hiftory  of  thole  times  can  eafily  confute.”  The  reader, 

who 
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Great  induftry  was  ufed  by  the  court  to  bring  the  body 
of  non-conformifls  into  this  plot:  it  was  given  out  that  Dr. 
Owen ,  Mr.  Mead ,  and  Mr.  Griffith ,  were  acquainted  with 
it;*  Mr.  Mead  was  fummoned  before  the  council,  and  gave 
fuch  fatisfaftory  anfwers  to  all  queflions,  that  the  king  him- 
felf  ordered  him  to  be  difcharged.  The  reverend  Mr. 
C affaires  ^  a  Scots  divine,  was  put  to  the  torture  of  the 
thummikins  in  Scotland,  to  extort  a  confeflion;  both  his 
thumbs  being  bruifed  between  two  irons  till  the  marrow  was 
almoft  forced  out  of  the  bones:  this  he  bore  for  an  hour  and 
half  without  making  any  confeflion.  Next  day  they  brought 


who  is  not  a  dabbler  in  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  is  referred  to  Dr  .Harris, 
as  before  quoted,  for  materials  on  which  to  form  his  judgment  of  the  truth 
©f  this  remark.  In  the  mean  time  he  may  not  be  difpleafed  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  plain  lines  on  the  death  of  Sidney. 

“  Algernon  Sidney  fills  this  tomb, 

* 4  An  atheift  for  difclaiming  Pvome; 

“  A  rebel  bold  for  ftriving  Ttill 
“To  keep  the  laws  above  the  will : 

“  Crimes  damn’d  by  church  and  government, 

**  Alas  l  where  muft  his  ghoft  be  fent? 

“  Of  heav’n  it  cannot  but  defpair, 

€€  If  holy  Pope  be  turnkey  there ; 

“  And  hell  it  ne’er  muft  entertain. 

For  there  is  all  tyrannick  reign. 

«  Where  goes  it  then  ?  Where  ’t  ought  to  go, 

«  Where  pope  nor  devil  have  to  do. 

Bennet’s  Memorial,  p.  359.  Note.  Ed. 

*  Dr.  Grey  refers  to  fc  copies  of  informations,”  in  the  appendix  to 
Sprat’s  account  for  a  depofition  figned  by  Mr.  Carjlaires,  faying;  “  the 
«  deponent  did  communicate  the  defignon  foot  to  Dr.  Owen,  Mr.  Griffith , 
««  and  Mr.  Mead ,  at  Stepney,  who  all  concurred  in  promoting  of  it,  and 
««  deft  red  it  might  take  effeft.” — Dr.  Grey ,  by  this  quotation,  means  to 
implicate  thofe  gentlemen  in  the  moft  atrocious  part  of  this  plot.  But  the 
queftion  returns,  what  was  the  defign  on  foot?  what  was  the  nature  and 
extent  of  it? — Mr.  Neal  immediately  informs  us  in  his  report  of  the  amount 
tot  Carjlaires*  s  confeflion,  that  it  did  not  go  to  any  aflaflination,  but  only  to 
preserving  their  liberties  and  the  proteftant  religion.  As  to  Mr.  Mead ,  in 
particular,  he  went  into  Holland  on  this  occaflon :  and  after  his  return  to  Eng¬ 
land,  he  was  fummoned  to  appear  before  king  Charles  at  the  privy-council, 
where  he  very  fully  vindicated  his  innocence,  and  was  perfectly  difcharged. 
Pierce’s  Vindication  of  the  Diflenters,  part  i.  p.  258.  Mr.  Mead  carried 
with  him  into  Holland  the  fon,  (the  eleventh  of  thirteen  children)  whom 
he  placed  under  an  excellent  mafter,|who  afterwards  rofe  to  the  firft  eminence 
as  afchclarand  phyfician.  Granger’s  Hiftory,  vol.  iii.  p.  333.  Ed. 
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him  to  undergo  the  torture  of  the  boot ,  but  his  arms  being 
fwelled  with  the  late  torture,  and  he  already  in  a  fever, 
made  a  declaration  of  all  that  he  knew,  which  amounted  to 
no  more  than  fome  loofe  difcourfe  of  what  might  be  fit  to 
be  done,  to  preferve  their  liberties  and  the  proteftant  reli¬ 
gion,  if  there  fhould  be  a  crifisf  but  he  vindicated  himfelf 
and  his  brethren  in  England  from  all  aflaflinating  defigns, 
which,  he  faid,  they  abhorred.  Dr.  South  was  defired  to 
write  the  hiftory  of  this  plot;  but  Dr.  Sprat ,  afterwards 
bilhop  of  Rochefter,  performed  it,  though  at  the  revolution 
he  difowned  it  fo  far  as  to  declare,  that  king  James  had 
altered  feveral  paflages  in  it  before  it  was  publifhed.  Bifhop 
Burnet  adds,  that  when  the  congratulatory  addrefies  for  the 
dilcovery  of  this  plot  had  gone  all  round  England,  the  grand 
juries  made  high  prefentinents  againft  all  who  were  accounted 
whigs  and  non-conformifts.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  find 
out  more  witnefles;  pardons  and  rewards  were  offered  very 
freely  to  the  guilty,  but  none  came  in,  which  made  it  evi¬ 
dent,  (fays  his  lordfhip)  that  nothing  was  fo  well  laid,  or 
brought  fo  near  execution,  as  the  witnefles  had  depofed, 
otherwife  the  people  would  have  crouded  in  for  pardons. 
Bifhop  Kennet  fays,*}-  that  the  djjenters  bore  all  the  odium, 
and  were  not  only  branded  for  exprefs  rebels  and  villains ,  in 
multitudes  of  congratulatory  and  tory  addrefies  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  but  were  feverely  arraigned  by  the  king 
himfelf,  in  a  declaration  to  all  his  loving  fubje&s,  read  in  all 
the  churches  on  Sunday  September  9,  which  was  appointed 
as  a  day  of  thankfgiving,  and  folemnizxd,  after  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  manner,  with  mighty  pomp  and  magnificence.  There 
was  hardly  a  parifli  in  England  that  was  not  at  a  conliderable 
expence  to  tefiify  their  joy  and  fatisfa&ion:  nay,  the  papifis 
celebrated  in  all  their  chapels  in  London  an  extraordinary 
fervice  on  that  account;  fo  that  thefe  had  their  places  of 
publick  worfhip,  though  the  proteftant  diflenters  Were  de¬ 
nied  them. 

The  quakers  avowed  their  innocence  of  the  plot  in  an 
addrefs  to  the  king  at  Windfor,+  prefented  by  G.  Whitehead \ 
Parker ,  and  two  more,  wherein  they  appeal  to  the  Searcher 
of  all  hearts,  that’  “  their  principles  do  not  allow  them  to 
#  Burnet,  vol  ii.  p.  426—430.  4  P.  402.  4  Sewel,p.  585. 

“  take 


I 


606 


THE  HISTORY  ,  CHAP,  x.- 


take  up  defen  live  arms,  much  lefs  to  avenge  themfelves  for 
“  the  ^juries  they  receive  from  others.  That  they  contf- 
n u ally  pray  for  the  king’s  fafety  and  prefervation,  and 
“  therefore  take  this  occafion  humbly  to  befeech  his  majefty, 
“  to  compaiTionate  their  fuffering  friends,  with  whom  the 
<c  gaols  are  fo  filled,  that  they  want  air,  to  the  apparent 
“  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  to  the  endangering  an  infe&ion 
“  *a  divers  places.  Befides,  many  houfes,  (hops,  barns  and 
iielas,  are  ranfacked,  and  the  goods,  corn  and  cattle  fwept 
<c  away,  to  the  difcouraging  of  trade  and  hufbandry,  and  im- 
*c  poverifhing  great  numbers  of  quiet  and  induftrious  people ; 
and  this  for  no  other  caule  but  for  the  exercife  of  a  tender 
confcience,  in  the  worlhip  of  Almighty  God,  who  is 

fovereign  lord  and  king  in  men’s  confciences - 

r  ®ut  this  addrefs  made  no  impreflion  ;*  all  things  proceeding 
triumphantly  on  the  fide  of  the  prerogative  the  court  did 
what  they  pleafed;  the  king  affumed  the  government  of  the 
city  of  London  into  his  own  hands,  and  appointed  a  mayor, 
fherifFs,  and  aldermen,  without  the  election  of  the  people; 
fermons  were  filled  with  the  principles  of  abfolute  obedience 
and  non-refiftance,  which  were  carried  higher  than  ever 
their  forefathers  had  thought  of  or  practifed.  The  univer- 
fity  of  Oxford  pafled  a  decree  J*  in  full  convocation,  July  21, 

1683, 

*  The  king  was  touched,  for  the  moment,  with  the  exhibition  it  gave 
of  the  unreafonable  and  unmerited  fufferings  ofTh e  quakers,  andfaid  toone 
of  his  courtiers  handing  by,  “  W  hat  fhall  we  do  for  this  people  ?  the  prifons 
€‘^are  full  of  them?”  The  party  to  whom  this  query  was  put,  to  divert 
his  attention,  drew  him  into  converfation  upon  fome  other  topick,  fo  that 
little  or  no  relaxation  of  the  oppreffive  meafures  refulted  from  this  addrefs, 
nor  during  the  remainder  of  the  king’s  reign.  Gough’s  Hiflory  of  the 
Quakers,  vol.iii.  p.  8,  9.  Ed. 

f  Kennct,  p.  410. 

%  t  This  decree  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Jane ,  dean  of  Gloucefler,  and  the 
king’s  profeffor  of  divinity,  and  fubfcribed  by  the  whole  convocation.  It' 
was  prefented  to  the  king  with  great  folemnitv  on  the  24th  of  [uly  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  very  gracioufly  received.  It  was  ordered,  in  perpetual  me¬ 
mory  of  it,  to  be  entered  in  the  regiflry  of  the  convocation,  and  to  be  {luck 
up  in  the  different  colleges  and  halls.  Further  to  counteract  the  fpread 
and  influence  of  the  proportions  againft  which  it  was  levelled,  all  readers, 
tutors,  catechifts  and  others,  to  whom  the  inllruction  and  care  of  youth 
were  committed,  were  commanded,  to  inftrudt  and  ground  their  fcholars 
in  “  that  moll  neceffary  doctrine,  which  in  a  manner  is  the  badge  and  eba - 

“  rafter 
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1683,  againjl  certain  pernicious  books  and  damnable  dodlrines, 
dejlrudive  to  the  f acred  perfons  of  princes,  their  Jlate  and  go¬ 
vernment ,  and  all  human  focietyd  It  confifts  of  twenty-feven 
propoiinons,  extracted  from  the  writings  of  Buchanan , 
Baxter ,  Owen,  Milton,  7 •  Goodwin ,  Hobbs ,  Cartwright , 
Travers ,  and  others,  who  had  maintained  that  there  was 
an  original  contract  between  king  and  people;  and  that  when 
i/Vigj  fubvert  the  conftitution  of  their  country ,  abfo* 

lute  tyrants ,  /foy  forfeit  their  right  to  the  government , 

be  reffted:  thefe  and  other  propofitions  of  a  like  nature, 
they  declare  to  be  impious ,  f editions ,  fcandalous ,  damnable , 
heretical ,  blafphemous ,  and  ufamous  to  the  chrijlian  religion . 
They  forbid  their  fludents  to  read  thofe  writers,  and  ordered 
their  books  to  be  burnt.  But  how  well  they  praftifed  their 
own  doctrines  at  the  revolution,  will  be  feen  in  its  proper 
place;  and  one  of  queen  Anne's  parliaments  ordered  the 
decree  itfelf  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
hangman. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Calamy ,  reftor  of  St.  Lawrence  Jewry,  in 
one  of  his  printed  fermons,  intituled  a  Scrupulous  Confidence , 
invited  the  non-conformi/ls  to  examine  what  each  party  had  to 


raSier  of  the  church  of  England ,  of  fubmitting  to  every  ordinance  of 
“  man  for  the  Lord’s  fake,  whether  it  be  to  the  king  as  fupreme,  or  unto 
“  governors,  as  unto  them  that  are  fent  by  him,  for  the  punifhment  of  evil 
“  doers,  and  for  the  praife  of  them  that  do  well;  teaching  that  this  fub- 
iC  million  is  to  be  clear,  ahfolute ,  and  without  any  exception  of  any  Hate 
fe  or  order  of  men.”  High-church  Politicks,  p.  89. 

*  Another  proof  of  the  intolerant  fpirit  which  di&ated  the  decrees  of 
the  univerfity  at  this  time,  offers  in  its  treatment  of  Dr.  Whitby,  praecentor 
of  the  church  of  Sarum.  This  learned  writer  publifhed  in  this  year,  i6S?„ 
without  his  name,  his  “  Proteftant  Reconciler,”  humbly  pleading  for  conde- 
femfionio  dijfenting  brethren,  in  things  indifferent  and  unneceffary ,  for  the 
fake  of  peace  ;  and  Jhewing  how  unreaf enable  it  is  to  tnake  fttch  things  the 
mceff'ary  conditions  of  communion.  This  book  gave  fuch  high  offence,  that 
it  was  condemned  by  the  univerfity  on  the  above-mentioned  day,  and  burnt 
by  the  hands  of  the  rnarfhal  in  the  fchools  quadrangle.  The  author  was 
alfo  obliged  by  Dr.  Seth  Ward,  to  whom  he  was  chaplain,  to  make  c 
publick  retraflation  of  it  on  the  9th  of  the  enfuing  October.  And  in 
the  fame  year,  to  remove  the  clamour  his  piece  had  railed,  he  publifhed 
a  fecond  part,  earneftly  perfuading  the  diffenting  laity  to  join  in  full 

communion  with  the  church  of  England,  and  anfwering  all  the  obje&ions 
<£  of  the  Non-conformifls  again  11  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  fubmiffion  to  the  rites 


<f  and  constitutions  of  that  church.”  Birch’s  Life  of  archbiflion  TilJotfon, 

p.  103— 105.  Ed. 

f  Collyer,  902.  p  . 
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fay  for  themfelves  with  refpeft  to  the  ceremonies  impofed  by 
the  church,  and  inforced  by  the  penal  laws,  calling  upon 
them  modeftly  to  propofe  their  doubts,  and  meekly  to 
hearken  to,  and  receive  inftru&ion.  In  compliance  with 
this  invitation,  Mr.  Thomas  Delaune ,  an  anabaptifl  fchool- 
mafter,  and  a  learned  man,*  printed  a  Plea  for  the  Non* 
eonformijls ,  (hewing  the  true  ftate  of  their  cafe,  and  juftify- 
ing  their  reparation.  But  before  it  was  publiihed,  he  was 
apprehended  by  a  meflenger  from  the  prefs,  and  (hut  up 
clofe  prifoner  in  Newgate,  by  warrant  from  the  recorder 
Jcnner ,  dated  Nov.  30,  1683.  Mr.  Delaune  wrote  to  Dr. 
Calamy  to  endeavour  his  enlargement:  “  My  confinement 
*c  f fays  he)  is  for  accepting  your  invitation;  I  look  upon 
you  obliged  in  honour  to  procure  my  fheets,  yet  unfiniflred, 
a  publick  palfport,  and  to  me  my  liberty — there  is  nothing 
in  them  but  a  fair  examination  of  thofe  things  your  fermon 
*£  invited  to,  and  I  cannot  find  that  Chrijl  and  his  difciples 
<£  ever  forced  fcrupulous  confciences  to  conformity,  by  fuch 
<c  methods  as  fending  them  to  Newgate;  I  befeech  you 
*£  therefore  in  the  fear  of  God,  as  you  will  anfwer  it  to  our 
46  great  Lord  and  Matter  Jefus  Chrift,  that  you  would  en- 
t£  deavour  to  convince  a  ftranger  by  fomething  more  like 
reafon  and  divinity,  than  a  prifon.55  The  doff  or  at  firft 


*  Mr  Delaune  was  born  at  Brini  in  Ireland,  about  three  miles  from 
Riggfdale.  His  parents  were  papitls  and  very  poor,  and  rented  part  of  the 
eftate  of - l Ziggs,  efq.  This  gentleman,  obferving  the  early  and  for¬ 

ward  parts  of  the  young  Delaune ,  placed  him  in  a  friary  at  Kilcralh,  feven 
miles  from  Cork,  where  he  received  his  education ;  when  he  was  about 
fifteen  or  fixteen  years  of  age,  he  removed  to  Kinfale,  and  met  with  Mr. 
Eajhpfieldy  who,  difcovering  his  genius  and  learning,  made  him  clerk  of 
his  pilchard  fifhery  there,  and  was  the  means  of  giving  his  mind  a  pious 
and  virtuous  turn.  After  fome  years,  during  which  he  enjoyed  the  high 
elleem  and  friendfhip  of  major  Riggs  and  Mr.  Bampfield ,  perfecution  and 
troubles  induced  him  to  leave  Ireland,  and  come  over  into  England,  where 
he  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  Hutcbinfon ,  who  had  been  pallor 
of  a  congregation  at  Ormond,  but  was  alfocometo  England  on  account  of 
the  troubles  of  the  times.  After  this  Mr.  Delaune  went  to  London,  kept  a 
grammar-fchool  there,  and  fell  into  an  intimacy  and  ftridt  friendfhip  with  Mr. 
Benjamin  Keach ,  and  tranflated  the  Philologia  Sacra ,  prefixed  to  his  cele¬ 
brated  work,  entitled  “  A  Key  to  open  Scripture  Metaphors.' ”  The  nar¬ 
rative  publiihed  with  the  fubfequent  editions  ot  his  <c  Plea  for  the  Non- 
“  conformifts,”  fully  reprefents  the  feries  of  fulferings  under  which  he 
funk,  and  the  procefsof  the  iniquitous  profecution  to  which  he,  his  wife 
and  children,  became  a  facrifice.  Ed. 
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faid,  he  would  do  him  all  the  kindnefs  that  became  him.* 
But  in  anfwer  to  a  fecond  letter,  he  faid,  he  looked  upon 
himfelf  as  unconcerned,  becaufe  he  was  not  mentioned  in 
that  flieet  he  faw  with  the  recorder.  Mr.  Delaune  infilled 
that  his  honour  was  at  (lake  for  his  deliverance,  and  prayed 
him  at  leaft  to  perform  the  office  of  a  divine,  in  vifiting  him 
in  prifon,  to  argue  him  out  of  his  doubts;  but -the  doftor , 
like  an  ungenerous  adverfary,  deferted  him.  Mr.  Delaune 
therefore  was  to  be  convinced  by  an  indictment  at  law;  for 
that  on  Nov .  30,  he  did  by  force  of  arms ,  id'c.  unlawfully , 
feditioujly,  and  malicioufly,  write ,  prints  and  publijh,  a  certain 
falfe,  feditious  and  fcandalous  libel,  of  and  concerning  our 
lord  the  king;  and  the  book, of  common-prayer ,  entituled,  A 
Plea  for  the  Non-conformt/ls •  For  which  offence  he  was 
fined  one  hundred  marks,  andto  be  kept  prifoner  till  he  paid 
it;  to  find  fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for  one  year,  and 
his  books  to  be  burnt  before  the  Royal  Exchange.  The 
court  told  him,  that  in  refpett  of  his  being  a  fcholar,  he 
fliould  not  be  pilloryed,  though  he  deferved  it.  Mr.  Delaune , 
not  being  able  to  pay  his  fine,  lay  in  prifon  fifteen  months, 
and  fuffered  great  hardfhips  by  extreme  poverty,  having  no 
fubfiftence  but  on  charity.  He  had  a  wife  and  two  fmall 
children  with  him,  who  all  died  in  the  goal,  through  the 
length  and  clofenefs  of  the  confinement,  and  other  incon- 

*  Mr.  Neal’s  account  of  Dr.  Calam/s  conduft  towards  Mr.  Delaune,  is 
drawn  from  the  injured  fufferer’s  narrative;  and  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it 
refle&s  on  the  dottor’s  chara&er  and  memory.  But  though  by  not  re- 
plying  to  his  book,  nor  vifiting  him,  he  appeared  to  defert  him ;  yet  it 
appears  that  the  behaviour  which  Mr.  Delaune ,  in  his  affiidted  fituation, 
felt  as  a  fevere  negleft,  was  tempered  with  more  attention  to  his  cafe  and 
kindnefs  than  hefeemsto  have  known  of.  For  Dr.  Edmund  Calamy  fays, 
“  that  his  uncle  took  pains  with  Jefferies  to  get  him  releafed,  but  could  not 
“  prevail,  which  was  no  fmall  trouble  to  him.”  Dr.  Calamy  was  a  man 
greatly  refpe&ed ;  and,  though  a  true  fon  of  the  church,  averfe  to  per- 
fecution.  He  was  a  man  of  great  humanity,  courteous  and  affable  in  his 
deportment,  and  exemplary  in  his  life.  His  fermons  were  reckoned  to 
poffefs  great  merit.  No  books  in  his  ftudy  appeared  to  have  been  fo  much 
ufed  as  Mr.  Perkin's  works,  efpecially  his  “  Cafes  of  Confciences,”  which 
were  full  of  marks  and  fcores.  He  died  when  a  little  turned  of  forty  years 
of  age.  The  treatment  which  his  neighbour  and  particular/friend  alderman 
Cornijb  received,  greatly  affetted  him,  and  is  thought  to  have  haftened 
his  end.  Dr.  Calamy’s  own  Life,  MSS.  and  Biographia  Britannica,  vol.  iii* 
2ded.  Ed. 
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veniencies  they  endured;*  and  at  length  Mr.  Delaune  himfelf 
funk  under  his  fufferings,  and  died  in  Newgate,  a  martyr  to 
the  challenge  of  this  high-church  champion. 

Mr.  Francis  Bampjield  fuffered  the  like,  or  greater  hard- 
fhips ;  he  had  been  educated  in  Wadham-college,  Oxford, 
and  was  minifter  of  Sherborne  in  Dorfetfliire.f  After  the 
aft  of  uniformity,  he  continued  preaching  as  he  had  oppor- 

*  The  dory  of  Mr.  Delaune  is  very  affe&ing,  and  cannot  but,  at  this 
didance  of  time,  move  pity  and  refentment.  “  The  fate  of  himfelf  and 
“  family,  perilling  in  Newgate  for  want  of  70I.”  obferves  the  candid 
editor  of  the  Biographia  Britannica,  2d  edit.  “  is  not  only  a  difgrace  to  the 
“  general  fpirit  of  the  times,  but  calls  peculiar  difhonour  on  the  non- 
€t  conformifts  of  that  period.  Though  there  was  probably  fomething  in 
“  his  difpofition  which  occafioned  his  having  but  few  friends,  a  man  of  his 
*'  knowledge,  learning,  and  integrity,  ought  not  to  have  been  lb  fatally 
negledled.  Perhaps  the  only  apology  which  can  be  made  for  the  dilTenters 
of  king  Charles  IPs  reign  is,  that  whilli  fomany  of  their  minillers  were 
in  a  perfecuted  date,  it  was  impodible  for  every  cafe  of  didrefs  to  be  duly 
regarded. To  this  maybe  added  the  great  number  of  cafes  of  didrefs, 
arifing  from  the  profecution  and  fufferings  of  the  lay-dijjenters .  Mr. 
Jeremy  White  told  Mr.  John  Waldron  of  Exeter,  that  the  computation  of 
thofe  who  fulFered  for  non-conformity,  between  the  Redoration  and  the 
Revolution,  amounted  to  feventy  thoufand  families  ruined,  and  eight  thou- 
fand  perfons  dedroyed;  and  the  computation  was  not  dnilhed,  when  this 
number  was  afeertained.  The  fources  of  beneficence  were  alfo  diminifhed 
by  the  effeft  of  the  meafures  purfued  on  trade.  For  the  cudoms  paid  in 
Bridol  only  arofe,  in  Charles's  perfecution,  not  to  30,000b  per  annum; 
but  in  king  William's  reign  they  advanced  to  near  ioo,oool.  Waldron's 
copy  of  Neal,  penes  me,  Ed. 

f  Mr.  Bampjield  was  defeended  from  an  antient  and  honourable  family 
in  Devonfhire.  The  fird  living  he  held  was  more  valuable  than  that  of 
Sherborne,  being  about  iool.  per  annum  ;  and  having  an  annuity  of  80b 
per  annum  fettled  on  him  for  life,  he  fpent  all  the  income  of  his  place  in  ads 
of  charity,  by  employing  the  poor  that  could  work,  relieving  the  necedities 
of  thofe  who  were  incapable  of  any  labour,  and  didributing  bibles  and 
practical  books.  Soon  after  his  ejedment  he  was  imprifoned  for  worfliip- 
ping  God  in  his  own  family;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  notwithstanding  he 
was  profecuted  with  feverity,  he  had  been  zealous  againd  the  parliament’s 
armyand  Oliver's  ufurpation,  and  always  a  drenuous  advocate  for  the  royal 
caufe.  When  he  redded  in  London  he  formed  a  church  on  the  principles 
of  the  Sabbatarian  Baptijls  at  Pinner’s-hall,  of  which  principles  he  was  a 
zealous  adertor.  He  was  a  celebrated  preacher,  and  a  man  of  ferious  piety. 
He  bore  his  long  imprifonment  with  great  courage  and  patience,  and  ga¬ 
thered  a  church  even  in  the  place  of  confinement.  His  fellow-prifoners 
lamented  him,  as  well  as  his  acquaintance  and  friends.  Palmer’s  Noncon. 
Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  468 — 472.  Crofby’s  Hidoryof  the  Baptids*  vol.  i.  p.  363 
—368.  Vol.  ii.  p.  355* — 361 .  Ed. 
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tunity  ill  private,  till  he  was  imprifoned  for  five  days  and 
nights  with  twenty-five  of  his  hearers  in  one  room,  with 
only  one  bed,  where  they  fpent  their  time  in  religious  exer- 
cifes;  but  after  fome  time  he  was  releafed.*  Soon  after  he 
was  apprehended  again,  and  lay  nine  years  in  Dorche  ei 
^aol,  though  he  was  a  perfon  of  unfhaken  loyalty  to  the 
kind,  and  againft  the  parliament  war;  but  this  availed  nothing 
to  his  being  a  non-conformift.  He  afterwards  retired  to 
London,  where,  being  again  apprehended,  he  was  fliut  up 
in  Newgate,  and  there  died  Feb.  16,  1683-4.  lie  was  for 
the  feventh  day  fabbath ,  but  a.  perfon  of  uncjueftionable 

ferioufnefs  and  piety. 

With  him  might  be  mentioned  Mr.  RalphJ'on ,  a  learned 
man,  and  a  fellow-fufferer  with  Mr.  Delaune  in  Newgate. 
On  the  10th  of  December,  a  bill  was  found  againft  him  by 
the  grand  jury  of  London;  on  the  13th-  of  the  fame  month 
he  pleaded  not  guilty  at  the  Old  Bailey.  On  the  16th  of 
January  he  was  called  to  the  fejftons-houfe ,  but  other  trials 
proving  tedious,  his  did  not  come  on.  The  next  day  he 
was  brought  to  the  outer  bar}  and  after  an  attendance  of 
divers  hours  in  a  place  not  very  agreeable,  and  in  the  fharpeft 
winter  that  had  been  known,  he  contrafted  a  violent  cold, 
which  iffued  in  a  fever,  that  carried  him  as  well  as  Mr. 
Bampfield  beyond  the  reach  of  tyrants,  or  the  reftraint .  of 
bail-docks  and  prefs -yards,  to  the  manfions  of  everlafting 
reft.f  Mr.  Philips ,  partner  with  Mr.  Bampfield ,  fuffered 
eleven  months  imprisonment  in  Ilchefter  gaol,  in  a  nafty 
ftinking  hole,  to  the  great  hazard  of  his  life.  Mr.  French , 
of  Town-Maulin,  was  confined  fix  months  in  Maidftone 
common  gaol,  in  a  hard  winter,  without  fire  or  candle,  or 
any  private  apartment. 

Mr.  Salkeld ,  the  ejefted  minifter  of  Wellington  in  Suffolk, 
was  fined  one  hundred  pounds,  and  committed  to  the  com¬ 
mon  gaol  of  St.  Edmundfbury,}  for  faying,  popery  was  coining 

into 

*  Calamy,  vol.  ii.p.  260.  f  Calamy’s  Abridg.  voU  ii.  p.  259—377. 

+  It  aggravated  the  iniquity  as  well  as  feverity  of  this  fentence,  that 
many  hundreds  of  Mr.  Salkeld’s  hearers  could  teftify  that  what  he  faid  was 
not  faid  as  his  own  language,  but  that  of  the  parliament.  During  his 
confinement  he  was  helpful  to  his  fellow-prifonefs  both  as  a  minifter  and  a 
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into  the  nation  apace ,  and  no  care  taken  to  prevent  it .  He 

lay  in  prifon  three  years,  and  was  not  difeharged  till  the 
year  1686. 

Mr*  Richard  Stretton  fuffered  fix  months  imprifonment 
this  year,  for  refilling  the  Oxford  oath,  in  company  with 
ten  minifters  more,  who  were  alfo  his  fellow-prifoners.* 
Molt  of  the  dilTenting  minilters  were  forced  to  fhift  their 
places  of  abode  to  avoid  difeovery,  and  travel  in  long  nights 
and  cold  weather,  from  one  village  to  another,  to  preach 
to  their  people.  If  at  any  time  they  ventured  to  vifit  their 
families  in  a  dark  night,  they  durft  not  ftir  abroad,  but  went 
away  before  morning.  Some  fpent  their  time  in  woods  and 
folitary  places ;  others,  being  excommunicated,  removed  with 
their  effe&s  into  other  diocefes — great  numbers  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  taken  at  private  meetings,  were  convi&ed  as 
rioters,  and  fined  ten  pounds  a-piece;  and  not  being  able  to 
pay,  were  obliged  to  remove  into  other  counties,  by  which 
they  loll  their  bufinefs,  and  their  families  were  reduced  to 
want.  I  forbear  to  mention  the  rudenefs  offered  to  young 
women,  fome  of  whom  were  fent  to  bridewell,  to  beat  hemp 
among  rogues  and  thieves:  others,  that  were  married  and 
with  child,  received  irreparable  damages;  even  children  were 
terrified  with  conftables  and  halberdeers  breaking  open 
houfes,  of  whom  I  myfelf,  (fays  Mr.  Peirce )  being  very 
young,  was  one  example;  and  the  writer  of  this  hillory 
could  mention  others. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  violent  proceedings,  the  divines  of 
the  church  of  England  published  the  London  cafes  againft  the 
non-conformilts,  as  if  the  danger  of  religion  arofe  from  that 
quarter;  they  were  twenty- three  in  number,  and  have  fince 

chearful  chriftian.  His  table  was  furnilhed  by  his  friends  at  Bury,  and  his 
fine  afterwards  remitted  by  king  William.  But  his  eftate  was  much  weak¬ 
ened,  and  his  health  almoft  ruined  by  his  imprifonment.  After  his  liberation 
he  continued  his  miniltry  at  Walfham  in  the  Willows,  and  died  December 
26,  i6gg,  aged  77.  Palmer’s  Non.  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  442,  43.  Ed. 

*  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  676. 

+  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  notwithftanding  all  the  attempts  ufed  to 
fupprefs  Mr.  DelaunSs  Tra&,  to  obftruft  its  reception,  and  to  prevent  its 
effeft  on  the  publick  mind,  by  feverities  againft  its  author,  and  by  commit¬ 
ting  the  piece  itfelf  to  the  flames,  there  was  a  great  demand  for  it,  and 
before  the  year  1733*  there  had  been  feventeen  impreflions  of  it.  Ed. 
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been  abridged  by  Dr.  Bennet.  Thefe  champions  of  the 
church  were  very  fecure  from  being  anfwered,  after  Mr. 
Delaune  had  fo  lately  loft  his  life,*  for  accepting  fuch  a 
challenge.f  They  muft  therefore  have  the  field  to  them- 
felves,  for  if  their  adverfaries  wrote,  they  were  fure  to  be 
rewarded  with  fines,  and  a  prifon;  but  fince  the  return  of 
liberty,  they  have  been  anfwered  feparately  by  Mr.  Natha¬ 
niel  Taylor ,  Mr.  ’James  Peirce ,  and  others. 

This  year  [1683]  died  Dr.  John  Owen,  one  of  the  molt 
learned  of  the  independent  divines;  he  was  educated  in  Queen’s 
college,  Oxford,  but  left  the  univerfity  in  1637,  being  diflfa- 
tisfied  with  Laud's  innovations.  §  He  was  a  ftrift  calvinijl , 
and  publifhed  his  Difplay  of  Arminianifm  in  1642,  for  which 
the  committee  of  religion  prefented  him  to  the  living  of 
Fordhamin  Effex.  In  1643  he  removed  to  Coggelhall  in 
the  fame  county,  where  he  firft  declared  himfelf  an  inde¬ 
pendent,  and  gathered  a  church  according  to  the  difcipline 
of  that  people.  He  often  preached  before  the  long  parlia¬ 
ment,  even  about  the  time  the  king  was  beheaded,  but 
always  kept  his  fentiments  in  referve  upon  fuch  a  fubjett. 
Soon  after,  lieutenant-general  Cromwell  took  him  into  his 
fervice  as  a  chaplain  in  his  expedition  to  Ireland;  and  when 
the  general  marched  to  Scotland,  he  obtained  an  order  of 
parliament  for  the  dottor  to  attend  him  thither.  Upon  his 
return,  he  was  preferred  to  the  deanery  of  Chrift-church, 
and  next  year  to  the  vice-chancellorlhip  of  Oxford,  where 
he  prefided  with  great  reputation  and  prudence  for  five  years. 
He  always  behaved  like  a  gentleman  and  fcholar,  and  main¬ 
tained  the  dignity  of  his  chara&er.  The  writer  of  his  life 
fays,  that  though  he  was  an  independent  himfelf,  he  gave 
moft  of  the  vacant  livings  in  his  difpofal  among  the  prejbyte - 
rians ,  and  obliged  the  epifcopal  party,  by  conniving  at  an 
affembly  of  about  three  hundred  of  them,  almoft  over  againft 
bis  own  doors.  The  Oxford  hiftorian,!  after  having  treated 

his 


f  Peirce,  p.  259, 

$  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  58.  Palmer’s  Non.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  152— -c8. 

X  Mr.  Wood  reprefents  Pr.  0<wen  as  a  perjured  perfon,  a  timeserver,  a 
hypocrite,  whole  godlinefs  was  gain,  and  a  blafphemer;  and,  as  if  this 
were  not  Efficient,  he  has  alfo  made  him  a  fop.  %i  All  which,”  obferves 
Mr.  Grangtr,  with  equal  judgment  and  candour,  i(  means  no  more  than 

u  this  % 
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his  memory  with  rrtofl  opprobrious  language,  confefles,  that 
he  was  well  {killed  in  the  tongues,  in  rabbinical  learning,  and 
in  the  jewijh  rites  and  cuftoms,  and  that  he  was  one  of  the 
moil  genteel  and  faireft  writers,  that  appeared  againft  the 
chin  ch  of  England.  1  he  doftor  had  a  great  reputation 
among  foreign  proteftants  ^  and  when  he  was  ejefted  by  the 
aft  of  uniformity,  was  invited  to  a  profeflbrlhip  in  the 
United  Provinces.  Pie  was  once  alfo  determined  to  fettle  in 
New-England,  but  was  ftopt  by  exprefs  order  from  the 
council.  He  was  pallor  of  a  considerable  congregation  in 
London,  and  died  with  great  calmnefs  and  compofure  of 
mind,  on  Bartholomew-day  1683*  Elis  works  are  very 
numerous,  and  dill  in  elleem  among  the  diffentersj  though 
his  flile  is  a  little  intricate  and  perplexed. 

[In  this  year  died  aged  72,  Dr.  Benjamin  Whichcote ,  the 
friend  of  Tillotfon.  He  was  of  an  antient  and  honourable 
family  in  the  county  of  Salop,  and  was  born  at  Whichcote- 
hall  in  the  parifh  of  Stoke,  March  1 1,  1609.  He  was  admit 
ted  in  Emanuel  college,  Cambridge,  1626,  and  graduated 


cc  this;  that  when  Dr.  Given  entered  himfelf  a  member  of  the  univerfity  of 
c<  Oxford,  he  was  of  the  eftablifhcd  church,  and  took  the  ufual  oaths;  that  he 
“  turned  independent ,  preached  and  afted  as  independents  did,  took  the  oath 
“  called  the  Engagement,  and  accepted  of  preferment  from  Crotnivell ; 
“  that  he  was  a  man  of  good  perfon  and  behaviour,  and  liked  to  go  well 
“  dreffed.” — “  We  mud:  be  extremely  cautious,”  adds  this  author,  “  how 
(i  we  form  our  judgments  of  characters  at  this  period;  the  difference  of  a 
tc  few  modes  or  ceremonies  in  religious  worfhip,  has  been  the  fource  of 
<£  infinite  prejudice  and  mifreprefentation.  The  praftice  of  forne  of  the 
fplenetick  writers  of  this  period,  reminds  me  of  the  painter,  well  known 
ts  by^  the  appellation  of  hellijh  Brueghell ,  who  fo  accuflomed  himfelf  to 
painting  of  witches,  imps,  and  devils,  that  he  fometimes  made  but  little 
“  difference  between  his  human  and  infernal  figures.”  To  Mr.  Neal’s 
delineation  of  Dr.  Oivens  cha rafter  may  be  added,  that  he  was  hofpitable 
in  his  houfe,  generous  in  his  favours,  and  charitable  to  the  poor,  efpecially 
to  poor  fcholars,  fame  of  whom  he  took  into  his  own  family,  maintained 
at  his  own  charge,  and  educated  in  academical  learning.  When  he  was  at 
T  unbridge,  the  duke  of  York,  lev eral  times,  fent  for  him,  and  converfed 
with  him  concerning  the  dilTenters.  On  his  return  to  London  king  Charles 
himfelf  fent  for  him,  and  difcourled  with  him  two  hours;  affunng  him  of  his 
favour  and  refpeft,  expreffing  himfelf  a  friend  to  liberty  of  conscience,  and 
his  fenfe  of  the  wrong  done  to  the  diffenters.  At  the  fame  time  he  gave 
himathoufand  guineas  to  diftribute  among  thofe  who  had  fuffered  molt. 
Granger's  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  301,  2,  note;  and  Palmer’s 
Noncon.  Mem.  vol.i.  p.  154,  5,  Ed. 
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Whelor  of  arts  1629,  matter  of  arts  1633,  and  bachelor 
•  j-  •  •  Tn  the  fame  year  that  he  took  his  fecond 

Lr  he  w  deled  fellow  J  .he  college,  and  his  tutor. 
He  Timm  Hill,  leaving  the  univerf.ty  the  y«raf “ £ 
Whichcote  took  pupils,  and  became  very  confide!  able  lor  his 

Ening  and  w«lH  his  prudence  and  temper.  Ins  wtflom 

0  ■.  •  .  i  r  fim/=»c  nf  trial '  nor  was  tic  icis 

and  moderation,  m  thcuc  time  ? 

femousfor  the  number,  rank,  atnd 

and  the  care  he  took  of  them.  nf,,  Sfb, 

Cradock  Sec.  ftudied  under  him.  In  1626,  he  let  up  an  a 

ternoori’leaure  in  Trinity  church  at  C*mb"fe 

ferved  twenty  years.  In  1643,  t  ie  ma  eT.  Cadbury  in 
rollecre  brefented  him  to  the  living  of  North-Cacthury,  in 

Somerfetihire.  But  he  was  foon  called  back  to  Cambridge, 
and  admitted  provoft  of  King’s  college,  March  19,  1644^ 

In  1649,  he  was  created  doftor  in  divinity.  Here  he 
p^Thi,  credit,  weight,  and  influence,  to  advance  and 
fpread  a  free  and  generous  way  of  th.nk.og,  and  to 
a  fpirit  of  fober  piety  and  rational  religion._  Man),  whole 
talents  and  learning  raifed  them  to  great  emmence  as  divines, 
after  the  reftoration,  were  formed  by  him.  o  h's  Prc^ 
celfor  in  the  provoftlhip  he  was  generous.  Hisfpintvvas 
too  noble,  fervilely  to  follow  a  party.  At  the  Reftoration 
he  was  removed  from  this  poll,  on  accepting  of  which  he 

had  refigned  the  living  of  Cadbury  and  he  was  elefted  and 

licenfed  to  the  cure  of  St.  Anne  s  Biackfriars,  Hov.  1662. 
This  church  was  burnt  down  in  the  fire  of  1665,  and  he 
retired  for  a  while  to  Milton,  a  living  given  to  him  by  his 
college.  He  was  after  this  prefented,  by  the  rmtw,  to  the 
vicaraoe  of  St.  Lawrence  Jury,  which  was  his  lait  itage. 
Here  he  continued,  in  high  and  general  efteem,  preaching 
twice  every  week,  till  his  death  in  1683.  One  volume  of 
his  fermons,  intitled  “  SeleCt  Difcourfes,  was  publiftied, 
after  his  death,  by  the  earl  of  Sbaftcjbury,  author  of  the 
“  Charafteritticks,”  in  1698.  Three  others  by  Dr.  John 
Jeffery,  archdeacon  of  Norwich,  in  1701  and  1702,  and  a 
fourth  by  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke.  A  collection  of  his  Apho- 

*  See  before,  vol.  ill.  p-  113,  text  and  note,  where  we  have  already 
made  refpe&ful  mention  of  Dr.  Which  cote, 
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rifms  was  printed  by  Dr.  S.  Salter ,  in  1753.  Seethe  fe 
cond  preface  to  which,  p.  16—27.]  Editor. 

This  year  the  king,  by  the  affiflance  of  the  tones  and 
roman  eatholicks ,  compleated  the  ruin  of  the  conftitution 
and  afluined  the  whole  government  into  his  own  hands! 
1  he  whigs  and  non-conformifts  were  ftruck  with  terror,  bv 
the  fevere  profecutions  of  the  heads  of  their  party.*  Mr. 
Hampden,  was  fined  forty  thoufand  pounds,  Sir  Samuel  Bar- 
maijlon  ten  thoufand  pounds,  for  defaming  the  evidence  in 

»  PloU  .  Mr.  Speke  two  thoufand,  and  Mr. 

Braddon  one  thoufand  pounds,  for  reporting  that  the  earl  of 
EJex  had  been  murdered  in  the  Tower.  Mr.  John  Dutton- 
colt  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  fcandalum  magnatum 
againlt  the  duke  of  TTork ,  who  now  ruled  all  at  court.  Oates 
was  fined  for  the  fame  crime  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
and  never  r<  leafed  till  after  the  Revolution.  Thirty-two 
others  were  fined  or  pilloryed  for  libelling  the  king  or  the 
duke  of  York.  In  fhort,  the  greateft  part  of  the  hiftory  of 

/r  con^s  Pr°fccutions,  penalties  and  puniftiments, 
(fays  Mr.  Eachard .)  At  the  fame  time  the  earl  of  Danby 
and  the  popijh  lords  were  releafed  out  of  the  Tower  on  bail, 
thegarrifon  of  Tangier  was  brought  over  into  England,  and 
augmented  to  a  Handing  army  of  four  or  five  thoufand  refo- 
lute  men,  fit  for  any  fervice  the  court  ftioulA  employ  them 
in.  And  the  corporations  throughout  England,  having  been 
prevailed  with,  by  promifes  or  threatenings,  to  furrender 
their  charters, f  after  the  example  of  London,  the  whole 

kingdom 


*  Rapin,  p.  733,  and  note.  Eachard,  p.  1043,  1044. 

f  Among  others,  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Chefter  was  furrendered,  and  a 
new  onejoyfully  accepted,  by  which  a  power  was  referved  to  the  crown  to  put 
out  magiftrates  and  putin  at  pleafure.  This  is  mentioned  to  introduced  an  in- 
ftance.of  the  conduct  of  the  dijffenters  of  that  day,  which  refle&s  honour  on  their 
integrity,  and  {hews  how  far  they  were  from  the  affediation  of  power;  as  it 
was  alfo  a  proof  of  a  difinterefled  and  inviolable  attachment  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  their  country.  About  Auguft  1688,  one  Mr.  Grinder  was 
fent  to  Chefter  to  new  model  the  corporation  according  to  the  power 
above-mentioned..  He  applied  to  Mr.  Henry ,  in  the  king’s  name,  and  told 
him  that  “  his  majefty  thought  the  government  of  the  city  needed  reforma- 
4i  tion,  and  if  he  would  fay  who  fhould  be  put  out,  it  ftiould  be  done.’* 
Mr.  Henry  faid,  “  he  begged  his  pardon,  but  it  was  none  of  his  bufinefs, 
“  nor  would  he  in  the  leaft  intermeddle  in  a  thing  of  that  nature.”  T rinder , 

however; 
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kingdom  was  diverted  of  its  privileges,  and  reduced  to  an 
abfolute  monarchy.*  Whole  peals  of  anathemas  were  rung 
out  againft  thofe  patriots ,  who  flood  in  the  gap  againft  this 
inundatiop  of  power.  The  fcriptures  were  tortured  to  prove 
the  divine  right  of  tyrants.  The  abfolute  government  o  t  te 
iewijh  kings  was  preached  up  as  a  pattern  for  ours.]  And 
"heaven  itfelf  was  ranked  on  that  fide,  byfomewho  pretended 
to  expound  its  will.  Inftead  of  dropping  a  tear  over  our 
expiring  laws,  liberties,  and  parliaments  falfome  panegy- 
ricks  were  made  upon  their  murderers,  and  curfes  denounced 
on  thofe  who  would  have  faved  them  from  deftrua.on. 

In  this  melancholy  fituation  of  publick  affairs,  the  prole- 
cution  of  the  non-conformijis  was  continued,  and  egge  on 
with  an  infatuation  hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  any  proteffant 
nation.  Dr.  Barlow ,  bifliop  of  Lincoln,  publdhed  a  letter 
for  fpiriting  up  the  magiftrates  againft  the  d.ffenters,  in 
concurrence  with  another  drawn  up  by  the  jufhc  of  peace 
of  Bedford,  bearing  date  Jan.  1 4,  1684.  Many  were  cited 
into  the  fpiritual  courts,  excommunicated,  and  ruined.  Two 
hundred  warrants  of  diftrefs  were  iffued  out  upon  private 
perfons  and  families,  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 
Uxbridge,  for  frequenting  conventicles,  or  not  reforting  to 
church.^  An  order  was  made  by  the  juftices  of  Exeter, 
promifing  a  reward  of  forty  {hillings  to  any  one  who  {hould 
apprehend  a  non-conformift  minifter,  which  the  bifliop  of 

however,  got  inftru&ions  from  others.  The  charter  was  cancelled,  and 
another  of  the  fame  import  was  made  out  and  fent  down,  nominating  to 
the  government  all  the  diffenters  of  note  in  the  city,  the  feniors  to  be  aider- 
men,  and  the  juniors  common-council  men.  When  the  perfons  named  in 
it  were  called  together  to  have  notice  of  it,  and  to  have  the  time  fixed  for 
their  being  fworn,  like  true  Engliftimen,  they  refufed  it,  and  dciired  that 
the  antient  charter  might  be  re-eft ablifhed,  though  they  knew  that  none  of 
them  would  come  into  power  by  that,  but  many  of  thofe  who  were  their 
bitter  enemies  would  be  reftored.  Accordingly  the  old  charter  was  renewed 
in  the  fame  ftate  wherein  it  was  when  the  tories  furrendered  it. 

Mr.  Thompfon’s  MSS.  Colle&Lons,  under  the  word  Chejler .  Ed. 

*  Welwood’s  Memoirs,  p.  130. 

f  Mr.  Waldron ,  of  Exeter,  has  written  here  in  his  copy  of  Mr.  Neal9 s 
work  the  following  note:  “  The  publick  orator  of  Cambridge,  in  a  fpeech. 
“  to  the  king  at  Newmarket,  told  him,  that  they  hoped  tc  fee  the  king 
“  of  Englknd  as  abfolute  as  the  kings  of  Ifrael :  as  Thomas  Quiche,  efq; 
*•  told  me,  who  flood  behind  him.  J.  W.” 

.  |  Howe’s  Life,  p.  80. 
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the  diocele,  Dr.  Lamplugb ,  commanded  to  fee  publifhed  in 
a  l  the  churches,  by  his  clergy  on  the  following.  Sunday. 

v  .  C- FCTerend,  Dr'  Batfs ’  Dr.  Annejley,  and  many  of  them 
uiethren  m  the  mtnikry,  had  their  go.ods  feized  and  con- 
mcated.  Is/lr.  Robert  Mayot  of  Gxfqrd,a  moderate  conformift 
na-mg  lert  Mr.  Baxter  fix  hundred  pounds  to  diftribute 
among  fixty  poor  ejected  miniilers;  the  lord  keeper  North 
tooic  it  from  him,  as  given  to  a  fuperjlitious  ufe ;  but  it  lying 
unappropriated  in  the  court  of  Chancery  till  after  the  Revo- 
ution,  it  was  reftored  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  great  feal 
William*  Soon  after  the  juftices  fent  warrants 
to  apprehend  Mr.  Baxter,  as  being  one  in  a  lift  of  a  thou- 
tanct  names,  whp  were  to  be  bound  to  their  good  behaviour 
upon  latent  convictions,  that  is,  without  feeing  their  accufers, 
or  being  made  acquainted  with  their  charge.*  Mr.  Baxter 
rending  to  open  his  doors,  the  officers  forced  into  his  houfe, 
and  finding  him  locked  up  in  his  ftudy,  they  refolved  to 
naive  him  from  thence,  by  fetting  fix  men  at  the  door,  to 
whom  he  was  obliged  next  day  to  furrender.  They  then 
carried  him  to  the  Seffions -houfe  two  or  three  times,  and 
bound  him  in  a  bond  of  four  hundred  pounds,  fo  that  if  his 
friends  had  not  been  fureties  for  him,  contrary  to  his  defire, 

he  inuft  have  died  in  prifon,  as  many  excellent  perfons  did 
about  this  time. 


Jefferies,  now'  lord  chief  juftice  of  Engand,  who  was 
fcandaloufly  vicious,  and  drunk  every  day,  befides  a  drunken- 
nefs  of  fury  in  his  temper  that  looked  like  madnefs*  was 
prepared  for  any  dirty  w'ork  the  court  fhould  put  him  upon,  j- 
Sept.  23,  1684,  Mr.  Thomas  Rofewel,  the  diflenting  minifter 
at  Rotherhithe,  w'as  imprifoned  in  the  Gatehoufe  Weftmin- 
fter,  for  high  treafon;  and  a  bill  was  found  againft  him  at 
the  quarter-feffions,  upon  which  he  was  tried  Nov.  8  at  the 
King  s-bench  bar,  by  a  Surry  jury,  before  lord  chiefjuftice 
Jefferies,  and  his  brethren,  ( viz. )  Withins,  Holloway ,  and 
Wauot.  He  was  indidfed  for  the  following  expreffions  in  his 
fermon,  Sept.  1 4.  That  the  king  could  not  cure  the  king’s  evil,  hut 
that  priejls  and  prophets  by  their  prayers  cotdd  heal  the  griefs 
of  the  people — That  we  had  had  two  wicked  kings,  (meaning 
the  prefent  king  and  his  father). whom  we  can  refemble  to  no 
*  Baxter,  part  iii.  p.  jp8.  f  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  444,  5. 
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other  per  fan  but  to  the  mojl  wicked  Jeroboam ;  and  that  if  they 
('meaning  his  hearers)  would  Jland  to  their  principles,  he  did 
not  doubt  but  they Jhould overcome  their  enemies ,  (meaning  the 
kino')  as  in  former  times,  with  rain  s-horns,  broken  falters, 
and  a  forte  in .  a  fling.  The  witness  were  three  infamous 
women,  who  fwore  to  the  words  without  the  inuendoes ; 
thev  were  laden  with  the  guilt  of  many  perjuries  already, 
and  fuch  of  them  as  could  be  found  afterwards  were  con- 
vifted,  and  the  chief  of  them  pilloryed  before  the  Exchange. 
The  trial  lafted  feven  hours,  and  Mr.  Rofewel  behaved  with 
all  the  decency  and  refpea  to  the  court  that  could  be  ex- 
peaed,  and  made  a  defence  that  was  applauded  by  molt  of 
the  hearers.  He  laid  it  was  impoffible  the  witnefles  fhould 
remember,  and  be  able  to  pronounce  fo  long  a  period,  when 
they  could  not  fo  much  as  tell  the  text,  nor  any  thing  elfe  in 
the  fermon,  beiides  the  words  they  had  fworn:  feveral  who 
heard  the  fermon,  and  wrote  it  in  (hort  hand,  declared  they 
heard  no  fuch  words.  Mr.  Rofewel  olfered  his  own  notes 
to  prove  it,  but  no  regard  was  had  to  them.  The  women 
could  not  prove,  (fays  Burnet )  by  any  one  circumftance,  that 
they  were  at  the  meeting ;  or  that  any  perfon  faw  them  there 
on  that  day;  the  words  they  fwore  were  fo  grofs,  that  it 
was  not  to  be  imagined  that  any  man  in  his  wits  would 
exprefs  himfelf  fo,  before  a  mixed  aflembly;  yet  Jefferies 
urged  the  matter  with  his  ufual  vehemence.  He  laid  it  tor  a 
foundation,  that  all  preaching  at  conventicles  was  treafonable, 
and  that  this  ought  to  difpofe  the  jury  to  believe  any  evi¬ 
dence  upon  that  head,  fo  the  jury  brought  him  in  guilty  ;* 
upon  which  (fays  the  biftiop*)  there  was  a  jhameful  rejoicing; 

*  As  Toon  as  Mr.  Rofezvell  was  convi&ed,  Sir  John  Talbot ,  who  was 
prefen t  at  the  trial,  went  to  the  king,  and  urged  it  on  his  majefty,  that  it 
fuch  evidence  as  had  appeared  againft  Mr^  Rofewell  were  admitted,  no  one 
of  his  fubjefts  would  be  fafe.  Upon  this,  when  Jefferies  foon  after  came 
into  the  royal  prefence,  with  an  air  of  exultation  and  triumph  to.  congra¬ 
tulate  his  majefty  on  the  convi&ion  of  a  traitor,  the  king  gave  him  a  cold 
reception,  which  damped  his  ardour  in  the  bufinefs.  Wiien  the  court  met 
to  hear  Mr.  Rofeujell' s  counfel,  this  corrupt  judge,  who  on  the  trial  had 
intermingled  with  the  examination  of  the  witnefles  virulent  inve&iyes 
againft  him,  and  with  his  ufual  vehemence  had  endeavoured  to  prejudice 
and  inflame  the  jury,  now  aflumed  a  tone  of  moderation,  and  ftrongly 
recommended  to  the  king’s  counfel  caution  and  deliberation,  where  the  life 

of  a  man  was  depending.  See  the  Trial.*  Ed. 

*  N.  B.  This  Trial  has  been  lately  reprinted  in  the  Proteftant  Diflenter’s 

Magazine.  ,  and 
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and  it  Was  now  thought,  all  conventicles  mull  be  fuDDreffcd' 
when  fuch  evidence  could  be  received  againft  fuch  a  defend* 
But  when  the  words  came  to  be  examined  1 by 

sVMr  aJ’/ley//Were  f7nd  n0t  t0  be  trcafon  b7  any  ftatute. 
L2  bfS  fre(l  of j^gment  tilf  council 

moutu  De  heard,  and  though  it  was  doubtful,  whether  the 
motion  was  proper  this  foundation  after  the  verdift  vet 
the  kmg  wa,  ottt  of  countenance  a.  the  accounts  he  heid 
of  the ■  w.tnefes,  that  he  gave  orders  to  yield  to  ft  and  in 
the  end  he :  was  pardoned. f  The  court  loft  a  great  deal  of 
reputatton  by  ,h,s  trial,  for  beftdes  tha ,%*J  made  a  ftrong 

defence,  he  proved  that  he  had  always  been  a  loyal  manteu 

m  Cromwell  s  days,  that  he  prayed  conftantly  for  the  king 

IL'chf"''*’  a”d  [hat,m  h'S  fcrmons  I't  often  infilled  upon 
the  obligations  to  loyalty.  .  * 

Among  other  fufferers  for  non-conformity,  we  mull  not 

miter  of  Chrift-church,  who  died  this  year  in  Newgate  • 
he  was  educated  m  St.  John’s  college, Cambridge;  and  about 

nf  S\141  WtS  C!10f?  mmifter  °f  this  place,  and  lefturer 
of  Flack-friars  both  which  pulpits  he  filled  with  great  ac¬ 
ceptance  ull  the  deltru&ion  of  monarchy,  after  which  he 

f°r  refrf'ng  t0  u°mply  with  rhe  orders  of 
parliament  f  He  was  fent  to  the  Tower  for  Love's  plot , 

but  upon  his  humble  petition,  and  promife  of  fubmiffion  to 

*  Page  446. 

t  Calaroy,  vol.  ii.  p.  756.  Palmer’s  Non.  Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  r , 2. 

I  Mr.  Jenkyn  was.  by  his  mother,  the  grandfon  of  Mr.  John  Rogers  the 
proto-martyr  in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary.  The  order  of  parliament’  to 
whteh  he  refufed  obedieuee  was  one  that  enjoined  a  publick  thankfoW 
The  brethren,  with  whom  he  was  keepmg  a  fail,  when  he  was  apprehended 
in  1684.  were  Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr.  Keeling,  and  Mr.  TW,  who  made 
their  efcape,  which  Mr.  Jenkyn  might  have  done,  had  it  not  been  for  a 
piece  of  vanity  m  a  lady,  whole  long  train  hindered  his  going  down  Hairs  • 
Mr.  Jenkyn,  in  his  great  civility,  having  let  her  pafs  before  him.  At  his 
funeral,  which  was  attended  by  many  eminent  perfons,  and  fome  fcores  of 
mourning  coaches,  his  fon  gave  rings  with  this  motto,  “  William  Jenkyn 

„  ™rd"ed.  ‘"Newgate.”  Upon  his  death,  a  nobleman  faid  to  the  kine 
May  it  pleafe  your  majefty,  Jenkyn  has  got  his  liberty.”  On  which  he 
afleed  with  eagernefs,  “  Aye,  who  gave  it  him?”  The  nobleman  replied 

‘  a  ^eater  yourmajefty,  the  King  of  kings;”  with  which  the  king 
feemed  greatly  ftruck,  and  remained  filent.  Granger,  vol.  iii.  n. 

Palmer,  vol.  i.  p.  98—100,  and  Hiltory  of  the  Town  of  Tauten,  p’ 
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the  powers  in  being,  he  was  pardoned,  and  his  fequeftration 
taken  off,  but  he  carefully  avoided  meddling  in  politicks 
afterwards.  He  was  fummoned  before  the  council  Jan.  2, 
1661,  and  reprimanded,  becaufe  he  forgot  to  pray  tor  the 
king;*  and  being  ejefted  with  his  brethren  in  1662,  he 
retired  into  the  country;  but  upon  the  indulgence  in  1671, 
he  had  a  new  meeting-houfe  erefted  for  him  in  Jewin-ftreet, 
where  he  preached  to  a  crouded  audience.  He  was  one  o 
the  merchants’  lecturers  at  Pinner  s-hall.  And  when  the  in¬ 
dulgence  was  revoked,  he  continued  preaching  as  he  could 
till  this  year;  but  September  2,  1684,  being  at  a  private  fait 
with  fome  of  his  brethren,  the  foldiers  broke  in,  and  car¬ 
ried  Mr.  Jenkyn  before  two  aldermen,  who  treated  him  very 
rudely,  and,  upon  his  refuting  the  Oxford  oath,  committed 
him  to  Newgate;  while  he  was  there,  he  petitioned  the 
king  for  a  releafe,  his  phyficians  declaring,  that  his  life  was 
in  danger  from  his  clofe  confinement ;  but  no  fecurity  would 
be  accepted.  So  that  he  foon  declined  in  his  health,  and 
died  in  Newgate  in  the  feventy-third  year  of  his  age,  Jan.  1 9, 
1684-5,  having  been  a  prifoner  four  months  and  one  week. 
A  little  before  his  death  he  faid,  a  man  might  be  aseff'e  dually 
murdered  in  Newgate  as  at  Tyburn .  He  was  buried  by  his 
friends  in  Bunhill-fields  with  great  honour,  many  eminent 
perfons,  and  fome  fcores  of  coaches,  attending  his  funeral. 

This  was  the  ufage  the  diflenters  met  with  from  the 
church  of  England  at" this  time,  which  has  hardly  a  parallel 
in  the  chriftian  world :  remarkable  are  the  words  of  the  earl 
of  Cajllemain ,  a  roman  catholick,  on  this  occafion,  “  ’Twas 
“  never  known,  (fays  he)  that  A  owe  perfecuted,  as  the  hilltops 
“  do,  thofe  who  adhere  to  the  fame  faith  with  themfelves ; 
“  and  eftablilhed  an  inquifition  againft  the  profeffors  of  the 
“  ftrifteft  piety  among  themfelves;  and,  however  the  prelates 
“  complain  of  the  bloody  perfecution  of  queen  Mary,  it  is 
“  manifeft  that  their  perfecution  exceeds  it,forunder  her  there 
“  were  not  more  than  t\yo  or  three  hundred  put  to  death, 
“  whereas,  under  their  perfecution,  above  treble  that  number 
“  have  been  rifled,  deftroyed,  and  ruined  in  their  eftates, 
“  lives,  and  liberties,  being  (as  is  molt  remarkable)  men  for 
“  the  moll  part  of  the  fame  fpirit  with  thofe  proteftants  who 
“  fuffered  under  the  prelates  in  queen  Mary’s  time.”f 
*  Kennet’s  Chron.  p.  60 1.  +  Peirce,  p.  259. 
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.  year  died  Mr.  Benjamin  Woodbridge ,  M.  A,  the 
eje&ed  minifter  of  Newbury.  He  was  bred  up  in  Magdalen, 
hall,  Oxford;  from  thence  he  went  to  New-England,  arid 
was  the  fir  ft  graduate  of  the  college  there.  On  his  return 
to  England,  he  fucceeded  Dr.  Twijfe  at  Newbury,  where  he 
had  a  mighty  reputation  as  a  fcholar,  a  preacher,  a  cafuift 
and  a  chriftian.  He  was  a  great  inftrument  of  reducing  the 
whole  town  to  fobriety,  and  to  family  as  well  as  publick 
religion.  Upon  the  rejloration ,  he  was  made  one  of  the 
king’s  chaplains  in  ordinary,  and  preached  once  before  him. 
He  w  as  one  of  the  commijftoners  at  the  Savoy,  and  very  de~ 
lirous  of  an  accommodation  with  the  church  party.  He  was 
ofteied  a  canoniy  of  Wmdfor,  but  refufed  it,  and  afterwards 
fullered  many  ways  for  his  non-conformity,  though  he 
was  generally  refpefted  and  beloved  by  all  who  were  judges 
of  real  wrorth.  He  had  a  found  judgment,  and  was  a 
fine  preacher,  having  a  commanding  voice  and  afpeft.  His 
temper  was  chearful,  and  his  behaviour  obliging;  he  was 
exemplaiy  for  his  moderation,  and  of  confiderable  learning. 
When  the  five-mile  aft  took  place,  he  removed  from  New- 
oury  to  a  fmall  diftance,  where  he  preached  as  he  had 
opportunity.*  He  was  liberal  to  the  poor,  and  in  all  refpefts 
a  good  and  great  man.  He  died  at  Inglefield,  November  i, 
1684,  'm  a  good  old  age,  after  he  had  been  a  minifter  in 
thofe  parts  almofi  forty  years. 

f  he  fufferings  of  the  prefbyterians  in  Scotland  run  paral¬ 
lel  with  thofe  of  England,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
reign,  but  the  people  were  not  quite  fo  tame  and  fubmifliverf 
the  fame  or  greater  afts  of  feverity,  than  thofe  which  were 
made  againft  the  non-conformifts  in  England,  were  enafted 
in  Scotland.  Epifcopacy  was  reftored  May  8,  1662,  and 
the  covenant  declared  to  be  an  unlawful  oath.  All  perfons 
in  office  were  to  fign  a  declaration  of  the  unlavjfulnefs  of  taking 
up  arms  againft  the  king ,  or  any  commijfioned  by  him ,  071  any 
pretence  whatfoever .  The  Englifh  aft  againft  conventicles 
was  copied,  and  parted  almofi  in  the  fame  terms  in  Scotland. 
The  bifhops  wrere  feme  of  the  worft  of  men,  and  hated  by 
the  people  as  they  deferved,  for  their  deportment  was  unbe- 


*  Calamy,  vol.  ii.  p.  956.  Palmer’s  Non.  Mem.  vol.  i.  p.  229. 
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coming  their  fonaion,  (fays  bilhop  Burnet\$i ome  did  not 
live  within  their  diocefes,  and  thole  who  did,  ieemed  to  take 
no  care  of  them:  they  (hewed  no  zeal  againft  vice;  the  molt 
eminently  vicious  in  the  countiv  weie  then  pccuhai  ton- 
'  fidents;  nor  had  they  any  concern  to  keep  their  clergy  to 
their  duty,  but  were  themfelves  guilty  of  levity,  and  great 

fenfuality.  / 

The  people  were  generally  of  the  prelbyterian  periuaiion, 

and  hood  firm  by  each  other.  In  many  places  they  were 

fierce  and  untraftable,  and  generally  forfook  the  churches  ;f 

the  whole  country  complained  ot  the  new  epifcopnl  Cicrgy, 

as  immoral,  ftupid, ignorant,  and  greedy  of  gain;  and  tieated 

them  with  an  averfion  that  fometimes  proceeded  to  violence. 

Many  were  brought  before  the  council,  and  ccdcjtcijhuil  coni" 

mifflon ,  for  not  coming  to  church;  but  the  proofs,  were 

generally  defective,  for" the  people  would  not  give  evidence 

one  againft  another.  However,  great  numbers  were  call 

into  prifon,  and  ill  ufed;  fame  were  fined;  and  the  younger 

fort  whipt  publickly  about  the  ftreets;  fo  that  great  numbers 

tranfported  their  families  to  Ulfier  in  Ireland,  where  they 

were  well  received. 

The  government  obferved  no  meafures  with  this  people; 
they  exafted  exorbitant  fines  for  their  not  coming  to  church, 
and  quartered  foldiers  upon  them  till  they  were  ruined.  The 
truth  is,  (fays  Burnet% )  the  whole  face  of  the  government 
looked  more  like  the  proceedings  of  an  inquijition ,  than  of 
legal  courts.  At  length,  in  the  year  1666,  Sir  James  Turner 
being  fent  into  the  Weft,  to  levy  fines  at  diferetion ,  the  people 
rofe  up  in  arms,  and  publiftied  a  manifefto,  that  they  did 
not  take  arms  againft  the  king,  but  only  that  they  might  be 
delivered  from  the  tyranny  of  the  bifhops,  and  that  prejbytery 
and  the  covenant  might  be  fet  up ,  and  their  old  minijlers . 
rejhred .  Turner  and  all  his  foldiers  were  made  prifoners, 

but  marching  out  of  their  own  country,  they  were  difperfed 
by  the  king’s  forces,  about  forty  being  killed,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty  taken;  many  of  whom  were  hanged  be* 
fore  their  own  doors,  and  died  with  great  firmnefs  and  joy.§ 
Mr.  Maccail  their  minifter  underwent  the  torture,  and  died 
with  great  conftancy;  his  laft  words  were,  Farezecl!  fun , 

f  Page  317.  f  P.  307.  X  P,  309,  310.  •§  Burnet,  vol.  i.  p.  348. 
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moon  andjlars  ;  farewell  kindred  and  friends,  world  and  time, 
and  this  weak  arid  frail  body  ;  and  welcome  eternity ,  welcome 
angels  and  faints,  welcome  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  God  the 
judge  Of  all!  which  he  fpoke  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ftruck  all 
who  heard  him.  The  commander  of  the  king’s  forces  killed 

3ome  in  cold  blood,  and  threatened  to  fpit  others  and  roafl: 
them  alive. 

When  the  indulgence  was  publilhcd  in  England  the  Scots 
had  the  benefit  of  it,  but  when  it  was  taken  away,  the  per¬ 
fection  revived,  with  inexprelfible  feverity,  under  the 
adminiftration  of  duke  Lauderdale .  Conventicles  abounded 
in  all  parts  of  the  country;  the  prefbyterian  minifters 
preached  in  their  own  houfes,  to  numbers  of  people  that 
flood  without  doors  to  hear  them;  and  when  they  were  dif- 
perfed  by  the  magiftrates,  they  retreated  into  the  fields  with 
their  minifters  to  hear  the  word  of  God;  and  to  prevent 
being  difturbed,  carried  arms  fufficient  for  their  defence. 
Upon  which  a  very  fevere  aft  was  paffed  againft  boufe  con¬ 
venticles  and  field  conventicles ,  declaring  them  treafonable  ; 
and  the  landlords  in  whofe  grounds  they  were  held,  were 
to  be  feverely  fined,  unlefs  they  difcovered  the  perfons 
prefent.  But  ftill  this  did  not  terrify  the  people,  who  met 
together  in  defiance  of  the  law.*  Writs  were  iffued  againft 
many  who  were  called  Cameronians9  who  were  outlawed, 
and  therefore  left  their  houfes,  and  travelled  about  the 
country,  till  at  length  they  collefted  into  a  body,  and  de¬ 
clared  that  the  king  had  forfeited  the  crown  of  that  kingdom  by 
renouncing  the  covenant ;  but  the  duke  of  Monmouth ,  being 
fentto  difperfe  them,  routed  them  at  Bothwell  bridge,  killing 
four  hundred,  and  taking  twelve  hundred  prifoners;  two 
minifters  were  hanged,  and  two  hundred  banifhed  to  the 
plantations,  who  were  all  loft  at  fea.f  Cameron  their  preacher 
fell  in  battle,  but  Hackfion  and  Cargil ,  the  two  other 
preachers,  died  with  invincible  courage;  as  did  all  the  reft, 
who  were  offered  their  lives  if  they  would  fay,  God  blefs  the 
king!  Hackfion  had  both  his  hands  cut  off,  which  he  fuf- 
fered  with  a  conftancy  and  rapture  that  was  truly  amazing. 
When  both  his  hands  were  cut  off,  he  afked  whether  they 
would  cut  off  his  feet  too?  And  notwithftanding  all  his  lofs 
*  Burnet,  vol.ii.p,  64,  155, 182,  266,  268,  269.  f  P.a23,  4. 
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of  blood,  after  he  was  hanged,  and  his  heart  taken  out  ot 
his  body,  it  was  alive  upon  the  hangman’s  knife. 

At  length,  (fays  bifliop  Burnet *)  things  came  to  that  ex¬ 
tremity,  that  the  people  faw  they  muff:  come  to  church  or  be 
xindone;  but  they  came  in  fo  aukward  a  manner,  that  it  was 
vifible  they  did  not  come,  to  ferve  God,  but  to  fave  their 
fubftance,  for  they  were  talking  or  (leeping  during  the  whole 
fervice.  This  introduced  a  fort  of  atheifm  among  the  younger 
people.  But  the  inquifition  was  fo  terrible,  that  numbers 
fled  from  their  native  country,  and  fettled  in  the  plantations. 
Thefe  methods  of  converfion  were  fubverfive  of  chriflianity, 
and  a  reproach  to  a  proteftant  church  and  nation ;  but  op-* 
preflion  and  tyranny  had  overfpread  the  Engli(h  dominions  j 
the  hearts  of  all  good  men  failed  them  for  fear,  and  for  look¬ 
ing  after  thofe  things  that  were  coming  on  the  land;  the 
clouds  were  gathering  thick  over  their  heads,  and  there  was 
no  other  defence  againA  an  inundation  of  popery  and  (lavery, 
but  the  thin  fecurity  of  the  king’s  life. 

To  return  to  England:  when  the  king  had  made  way  for 
a  popifli  fucceffor,  by  introducing  an  arbitrary  and  tyran¬ 
nical  government,  his  majeAy  began  to  think  himfelf  neg¬ 
lected,  all  the  court  being  made  to  the  rifing  fun;  upon  "which 
he  was  heard  to  fay  in  fome  paflion,  that  if  he  lived  a  month 
longer  he  would  find  a  way  to  make  himfelf  eafiy  for  the 
remainder  of  his  lifef  This  was  interpreted  as  a  defign  to 
change  hands,  by  fending  abroad  the  duke  of  York ,  and 
recalling  the  duke  of  Monmouth ;  which  (truck  terror  into 
the  popifli  party,  and  is  thought  to  have  haftened  his  death, 
for  he  was  feized  with  a  kind  of  apoplexy  Feb.  2,  and  died 
on  the  Friday  following,  Feb.  6,  1684-5,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  not  without  violent  fulpicion  of  poifon, 
either  by  fnuff,  or  an  infufion  in  broth,  as  bifliop  Buniet 
and  others  of  undoubted  credit  have  allured  us,  the  body 
not  being  fuffered  to  be  thoroughly  examined.  4 

King  Charles  II.  was  a  gentleman  of  wit  and  good¬ 
nature, §  till  his  temper  was  foured  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
by  his  popifli  counsellors,  His  court  was  a  fcene  of  luxury 

*  P.  341.  f  Welwood’s  Mem.  p.  1 23,  6th  ed.  X  Barnet,  vol.ii.  p.460. 

$  Charles  the  fecond,  “  as  a  gentleman,”  fays  Dr.  Warner ,  <f  was  liked 
by  every  body,  but  beloved  by  no-body ;  and  as  a  prince,  though  he 
*  might  be  refpe&ed  for  his  Nation,  yet  his  death  could  not  be  lamented 
vol.  iv.  s  s  “  by 
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and  all  kinds  of  lewdnefs,  and  his  profufe  expences  upon 
unlawful  pleafures,  reduced  him  to  the  neceffity  of  becoming 
pensioner  oi  France.  If  he  had  any  religion,  it  was  that  of 
a  dijguifed  papijl,  or  rather  a  deiji ;  but  he  was  If  ranyely 
entangled,  during  his  whole  life,  with  the  obligations  he  had 
been  brought  under  by  the  roman  catholicks.  He  aimed  at 
being  an  abfolute  monarch,  but  would  be  at  no  farther 
trouble  to  accomplilh  it,  than  to  give  his  corrupt  minilfry 
liberty  to  do  what  they  pleafed.  The  king  had  a  great  many 
vices,  (fays  Burnet *)  but  few  virtues  to  correct  them.f  Re¬ 
ligion  was  with  him  no  more  than  an  engine  of  flare.  He 
hated  the  non-conformifts,  becaufe  they  appeared  againfl  the 
prerogative,  and  received  the  fire  of  all  the  enemies  of  the 
conftitution  and  of  the  proteftant  religion,  with  an  unfhaken 
firmnefs.  His  majefty’s  chief  concern  at  laft  was  for  his 
brother's  fuccejjion  ;  and  when  he  came  to  die,  he  fpoke  not 
a  word  of  religion,  nor  (hewed  any  remorfe  for  his  ill-fpent 
life:  heexprefled  no  tendernefs  for  his  fubjefts,  nor  any 
concern  for  his  queen,  but  only  recommended  his  miftreffes 
and  their  children  to  his  brother’s  regard.  So  that  no  Eng- 
lifliman,  or  friend  of  his  country,  could  weep  at  his  death, 
from  any  other  motive,  than  his  keeping  out  a  fuccelfor  who 
was  worfe  than  himfelf. 

“  by  a  lover  of  his  country,  upon  any  other  motive,  but  that  it  introduced 
“  a  much  worfe  monarch  on  the  throne  than  he  was  himfelf.,,  There  was 
ground,  in  this  view,  for  the  remark  of  Or.  Gregory  Sharpe',  <(  that  if  the 
English  were  in  tears,  when  the  king  died  in  1685,  E  was  rnore  to  lament 
the  fucceffion,  than  the  funeral.”  Ecclefiaflical  Hiitory,  vohii.  0.929 
Sharpe’s  Introduction  to  Univerfal  Hiflory,  p.  256.  2d  ed. 

f  Burnet,  vol.  ii.  p.  165. 

*  To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  Charles  II.  was  charaaerifed,as  homing 
never  f aid  a  foolijh  thing,  nor  done  a  vsife  one.  A  late  writer  of  dramatical 
hiflory,  Mr.  Thomas  Davis ,  is  fuppofed  to  have  contradicted  this  by  an 
anecdote  he  has  given.  Mrs.  Mar Jh  all,  the  firft  aClrefs  on  the  king’s 
theatre,  and  a  woman  ot  virtue,  having  been  tricked  into  a  fham  mar¬ 
riage  by  a  nobleman,  king  Charles  II.  obliged  him  to  fettle  an  annual 
income  on  her.  This  indicated  equity  of  mind  as  well  as  wifdom.  Rofcius 
Anglicanus,  p.  19,  24,  in  the  Literary  Mufeum,  8vo.  printed  1702.  Ed. 

f  Long  fince  Mr.  Neal's  hiflory  was  publifhed,  it  has  appeared  that 
there  was  a^defign  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  to  place  a  bifhop  in  Virginia; 
and  that  the  letters  patent  for  that  purpofe  were  adlually  made  out,  and  are 
extant.  The  deiign  failed,  becaufe  the  whole  endowment  was  fixed  on  the 
edloms.  Seeker’s  letter  to  Mr.  Horatio  Walpole,  p.  17.  Ed. 
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CHAPTERS  IX.  and  X. 


SECT.  I. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Baptifts. 

THE  period  through  which  the  two  preceding  chapters 
lead  the  reader,  comprehends  home  new  circumftances 

in  the  hiftory  of  the  Quakers  and  the  Baptifts. 

At  the  beginning  of  it  a  controverfy  aiofe  among  t  c 
latter  denomination  about  laying  on  of  bands ,  called  by  the 
clergy  confirmation.  It  created  not  a  little  trouble,  lift 
then,  it  appears  that  this  rite  was  pra&ifed  by  them  as  an 
apoftolical  ordinance,  and  was  accompanied  with  prayer 
over  the  newly  baptized.  A  treatife,  entiled  “  A  Search 
after  Schifm,”  was  publilhed  in  oppofition  to  it.  This  was 
anfwered  by  Dr.  John  Griffith ,  in  a  piece  called  “  The 
«  Searchers  after  Schifm  fearched,”  and  it  drew  from  Mr. 
Grantham  his  “  Sigh  for' Peace;  or,  the  Caufe  of  Divifion 
ii  difcovered.”  The  appearance  of  this  piece  occafioned  a 
meeting  between  Mu'.  Grantham  and  Ma  •  Ives ,  when  the  fub- 
jeft  was  debated  with  temper  and  good-humour;  and  Mr.  Ives 
is  reported,  on  finding  himfelf  gravelled,  to  have  broken  up 
the  meeting  in  a  friendly  and  peaceable  manner.  About  three 
•years  after,  Mr.  Danvers  publifhed  a  treatife  againft  laying  on 
of  hands,  which  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Reach,  and 
alfo  by  Mr.  Grantham,  who  annexed  to  his  anfwer,  “  A 
«  Treatife  of  the  Succeffors  of  the  Apoftles.” 

In  1674,  the  Baptifts  were  engaged  in  a  controverfy  with 
the  Quakers,  which  created  a  noife,  and  was  condu&ed,  as 
is  ufual,  by  mutual  criminations.  Mr.  Thomas  Iiicks,  a 
minifter  of  the  former,  publifhed  feveral  pamphlets  in  fuc- 

ss2  ceflion. 
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ceffion,  under  the  title  of  “  A  Dialogue  between  a  Chriftian 
- “  anda  Quaker  ’  The  title  thefe  pieces  bore  was  certainly 
invidious,  and  held  up  the  quakers  as  not  deferring  to  be 
ranked  among  chriftians.  It  was  alfo  complained  of,  that 
the  defign  of  them  was  not  fo  much  to  inveftigate  truth  as  to 
represent  the  quakerz  deformed,  ridiculous,  and  erroneous 
bung.  The  great  Penn,  on  this  occafion,  became  the  advo¬ 
cate  of  the  people  to  whom  he  had  joined  himfelf,  in  two 

books;  the  firlt  entitled  “  Rcafon  againft  Railing;”  and  the 

other  1  he  counterfeit  Chriftian  deteted.”  But  as  Mr. 
riich  had  reflefted  upon  fome  particular  members  by  name 
an  appeal  was  made  to  the  baptijls,.  in  and  about  London! 
tor  juftice  againft  him.  A  meeting  was  accordingly  appointed 
to  hear  the  charges  againft  him;  but  they  are  cenfured  for 
fixing  the  time  when  the  complainants,  Penn  and  Whitehead ’, 
were  abfent  from  the  city  at  a  diftance  too  remote  to  be 
apprized  of  the  intended  meeting.  It  was  urged  in  defence 
of  the  baptijls ,  that  they  were  informed  that  Penn  was  not 
tai  from  London  feveral  days  after  the  notice  of  the  meeting 
was  fent,  and  even  at  his  own  houfe  at  no  great  diftance  from 
the  town  the  very  day  preceding:  and  that  they  had  invited 
others  of  the  fociety,  particularly  John  O/goods,  to  be  prefent, 
who  declined  it.  The  meeting  took  place,  and  Mr.  Hicks 
w  as  examined  by  his  own  friends  only  on  the  charges  brought 
againft  him  by  the  quakers:  and  he  endeavoured  to  eftabfilh 
the  reprefentations  he  had  made  of  their  principles  and 
doteines,  by  quotations  from  their  own  writers.  Thefe 
were  pi  onounced  by  nineteen  of  his  own  denomination  to  be 
truly  lecited,  and  the  church,  to  which  he  belonged,  in 
publick  print,  cleared  him  from  the  charge  which  the  quakers 
ailedged  againft  him.  This  decifion  was  deemed  partial. 
On  the  face  of  it,  though  the  bufinefs  was  faid  to  be  con¬ 
duced  with  great  fairnefs,  it  was  open  to  obje&ion.  The 
baptifts  refufed  to  defer  the  meeting,  though  folicited.  No 
quaker  was  prefent  to  be  heard  on  the  grounds  of  the  charges. 
And  though  the  paflages  might  be  quoted  with  verbal  exate 
nefs,  which  Mr.  Hicks  brought  as  his  authorities,  yet  they 
were  detached  from  their  connexion,  and  a  jpeaniog  affixed 
to  them  which  probably  the  writers,  if  they  had  been  there 
to  explain  theinfelves,  would  not  have  admitted  as  their 

fenfe. 
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fenfe.  New  complaints  were  brought  forward  againft  the 
baptijis ;  and  juflice  again  demanded.  A  meeting  for  a  re¬ 
hearing  was  obtained;  but  Mr.  Hicks  would  not  attend  it, 
but  fent  fome  others  with  Mr.  Ives;  “  who”  (fays  Crojby) 
“  fo  managed  the  quakers ,  that  they  were  obliged  to  break 
“  up  without  any  further  proceedings  in  the  matter.”  cc  By 
clamours  and  rudenefs,”  fays  Gough ,  cc  they  diverted  the 
6C  complainants  from  profecuting  the  charge  againft  Hicks , 
«  and  carried  their  point  fo  far  as  to  prevent  its  being  heard, 
“  though  frequent  attempts  were  made  to  read  it.” 

The  baptijis  published  an  account  of  thefe  meetings,  under 
the  title  of  “A  Conteft  for  Chriftianity.”  Mr.  Tho .  We  l woody 
in  behalf  of  his  friends,  appealed  to  the  publick,  firft  in  a 
fingle  ftieet,  entitled  “  A  frefti  Purfuit;”  and  then,  in  reply 
to  the  “  Conteft,”  which  was  written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Plant , 
in  a  piece  entitled  “  Forgery  no  Chriftianity.”  The  iffue 
of  this  controverfy  is  reprefented,  on  the  one  hand,  to  be, 
that  the  quakers  were  fo  chafed  in  thefe  difputes,  that  they 
did  not  only  brand  the  baptijis  with  infamy,  but  denounced 
curfes  and  judgments  upon  them.  On  the  other  fide,  it  is 
is  faid,  cc  that  the  aim  of  this  unprovoked  affault  upon  the 
“  principles  and  reputation  of  this  fociety  was  remarkably 
“  fruftrated;  and  thefe  dialogues,  with  their  ungenerous  and 
“  unequitable  method  of  defending  them  and  their  author, 
“  promoted  what  they  were  defigned  to  prevent  ;  for  not  a 
<c  few  of  their  members,  offended  at  their  proceedings,  de- 
“  ferted  their  meetings  and  fociety,  went  over  to  the  injured 
cc  party,  and  joined  them  in  religious  fellowship.”* 

In  the  year  1677,  the  baptijis  publifhed  “  a  ConfefTion  of 
<c  their  Faith,  fet  forth  by  the  elders  and  brethren  of  many 
cc  congregations  of  chriftians,  baptized  upon  profeftion  of 
“  their  faith,  in  London  and  the  country.”  Their  avowed 
defign  in  this  publication  was  not  only  to  give  an  account  of 
themfelves  on  the  points  wherein  they  differed  from  other 
chriftians,  but  alfo  to  inftruft  and  eftablifli  others  in  the 
great  principles  in  which  there  was  a  mutual  agreement  be¬ 
tween  them.  They  aimed  to  exprefs  themfeives,  on  the 
former  heads,  with  a  modefty  and  humility  that  would 

*  Crofby’s  Hiftory  of  the  Englifh  Baptifts,  vol.  ii,  p.  294 — 310. 
Gough’s  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers,  vol.  ii.  p.  368 — 371. 

render 
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render  the  freedom  with  which  they  declared  themfelves 
inoFenfive  to  thofe  whofe  lentiments  were  different  from  their 
own.  The  general  plan  of  their  confeffion  was  after  the 
order  and  method  obferved  in  that  of  the  affembly  of  Weft- 
minfter,  and  afterwards  adopted  by  the  congregational 
churches,  and  in  the  margin  they  affixed  fuch  texts  as,  in 
their  opinion,  confirmed  each  article.  Two  things  they 
eameftly  defired:  that  full  credit  might  be  given  to  their 
declaration  of  contention  being  molt  remote  from  their  defign 
in  all  that  they  did  in  this  matter;  and  that  all  into  whofe 
hands  this  piece  might  come  “  would  follow  that  never- 
“  enough  commended  example  of  the  noble  Bereans,  who 
“  fearched  the  fcriptures  daily,  that  they  might  find  out 
“  whether  the  things  preached  to  them,  were  fo  or  not.” 
This  Confeffion  of  Faith  was  reprinted  in  the  year  1689; 
and  was  approved  and  recommended  by  the  miniflers  and 
meffengers  of  above  an  hundred  congregations,  met  in  Lon¬ 
don  from  the  third  to  the  eleventh  day  of  the  feventh  month. 
It  was  figned  by  thirty-feven  perfons,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  •whole  affembly.  It  has  continued  to  be  generally 
received  by  thofe  congregations  that  hold  the  doCtrine  of 
perfonal  election,  and  the  certainty  of  the  faints’  final  perfe- 
verance.*  In  1790  it  was  reprinted,  by  Dr.  John  Rippon, 
with  a  lift  of  the  thirty-feven  miniflers  who  recommended  it; 
and  to  this  edition  were  added  the  places  where  they  all 
laboured.  In  1791,  there  appeared  a  new  edition  of  the 
tranflation  of  it  in  Welfh,  revifed  by  the  reverend  JoJhua 
Thomas ,  of  Leominfter.f  The  firft  edition,  befides  an  intro¬ 
ductory  advertifement  to  the  judicious  “  and  impartial 
“  reader,”  was  accompanied  by  an  Appendix;  a  judicious, 
candid,  and  conciliating  piece;  in  which  they  difcufs  the 
arguments  alledged  againft  their  diftinguifhing  fentiment  and 
practice,  and  give  the  reafons,  w:th  brevity  and  plainnefs, 
why  they  could  not  acquit  fee  in  them,  j 

This  denomination  greatly  increafed.  Their  arguments 
weighed  with  many;  their  exemplary  lives  fpoke  in  their 

•*  Crofby,  vol.  ii.  p,  317;  vol.  iii.  p.  258;  and  Appendix,  No.  ii, 
f  Rinpon’s  Baptift  Annual  Regilter,  p.  124,  191. 

J  Ste  it  at  length  in  Crofby,  vol.  ii.  p.  317—344. 

favour; 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BAPTISTS. 


63I 


favour:  but  the  number  of  their  converts  excited  againit 
them  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  and  refentment,  and  they  were  the 
obiefts  of  clamour  and  defamation.  Many  books  were 
publifhed,  mifreprefenting  them,  and  their  chiefs  were  re¬ 
proached,  as  jefuits  and  hereticks.  This  induced  them  to 
publifli  many  confeffions  of  faith;  fome  111  vindication  of 
particular  churches,  others  of  particular  perfons.  In  16 7d 
one  was  agreed  to,  and  f.gned  by  fifty  minifters  andmeffcn- 
pers  in  the  feveral  counties  of  Bucks,  Hertford,  Bedford  and 
Oxford,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  many  others,  contain¬ 
ing  fifty  articles.  It  was  foon  publifhed  under  the  title  of 
“"An  Orthodox  Creed;  or,  a  Proteftant  Confeffion  of 
tt  Paitlr,  being  an  eflav  to  unite  and  confirm  all  true  pro- 
“  teftants  in  the  fundamental  articles  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
“  againft  the  errors  and  herefies  of  the  church  of  Rome. 

As  the  baptijls  confifted  of  two  parties,  diftinguifhed  by  the 
names  general  and  particular ,  when  one  publifhed  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  their  principles,  the  other  foon  after  did  the  fame.-j 
In  this  period  may  be  placed  feveral  who  made  a  dittm- 
guifhed  figure  as  miniffers  among  the  baptifls,  the  time  ot 
whofe  deaths  is  not  afeertained. 

•  The  firfl  was  Mr.  William  Dell ,  A.  M.  famous  in  the  time 
of  the  civil  wars;  he  received  his  education  at  the  univeifity 
of  Cambridge,  and  heid  the  living  of  Yeldon  in  the  county 
of  Bedford,  worth  about  200I.  a  year.  About  the  year 
1645  he  became  chaplain  to  the  army ,  conffantly  attending 
Sir  Thomas  Fairfax ,  and  preaching  at  the  head-quarters. 
In  1649,  when  feveral  were  turned  out  of  the  univerfities 
for  refilling  to  take  the  oaths  to  the  government,  he  was 
made  matter  of  Caius  college  at  Cambridge,  which  prefer¬ 
ment  he  held  with  his  living  at  Yeldon,  till  he  was  ejected  by 
the  aft  of  uniformity.  Party  prejudice  fixed  on  his  memory 
the  charge  of  glaring  contradictions  and  inconfittencies  of 
conduft,  from  which  more  candid  pofterity  has  vindicated 
him.  The  faft  was,  that  he  was  at  firft  fatisfied  with  epifeo- 
pacy  and  the  ceremonies;  but  when  the  change  in  the  ttate 
brought  on  a  reformation  in  religion,  he  was  one  of  the  firft 
and  moft  zealous  to  promote  it,  and  would  have  carried  it 

*  Crofby,  vol.  jii,  Appendix,  No.  i,  f  Ibid,  vol,  ii.  p.  344.  ;• 

farther 
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farther  than  was  agreeable  to  the  principles  and  views  of 
many  others.  He  was  obnoxious  to  the  rigid  prefbyterians 
whofe  attempts  to  monopolize  all  power,  in  civil  and  « 7c- 

bim  a  KairS’  ll,e,°PPofed-  A  fei™on  at  Mardon  occafioned 
him  much  trouble,  and  another  on  a  fad-day,  before  the 

oufc  or  commons,  led  him  into  a  controverfy  with  Mr. 

•  Love,  and  who  oppofed  him  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame 
day;  they  thus  were  made  the  heads  and  champions  of  the 
wo  contending  parties  of  the  narion.  Mr.  Love  judified 

e  putnlhmg  of  hereticks  and  fchifmaticks,  and  vindicated 
the  authomy  of  the  civil  magidrate,  in  impofing  articles  of 
faith  and  a  form  of  worfliip;  in  a  word,  pleaded  for  perfe- 
eution.  Mr.  Dell  was  the  advocate  of  liberty :  he  preached 
againd  making  a  whole  kingdom  a  church;  he  thought  that 
no  power  belonged  to  the  clergy  but  what  is  fpiritual;  he 
proteifed  againd  blending  the  civil  and  theecdefiaftical  power 
together,  as  the  condant  method  of  fetting  up  a  fpiritual 
tyranny;  he  pleaded  that  all  perfons  ought  to  have  liberty 
to  worfhip  God  in  the  manner  they  think  moll  agreeable  to 
,  '  word>  and  argued,  that  the  impofition  of  uniformity  and 
ail  compulnon  in  matters  of  religion  were  antichridian.  Thefe 
princir les  created  him  enemies,  who  blackened  his  charader 
by  odious  names.  .  But,  though  he  was  tindured  with  the 
cnthuliafm  of  the  times,  he  was  a  man  of  fubflantial  learning 
of  real  piety,  and  a  noble  defender  of  the  rights  of  con- 
lcience.  Btfides  feveral  fermons  and  a  trad:  written  in  this 
caufe,  he  was  the  author  of  a  trad  in  quarto,  1648,  entitled 

*  the  Dodrine  of  Baptifm  reduced  from  its  antient  and 
6‘  modern  corruptions.”* 

Another  perfon  of  note  was  Mr.  Francis  Cornwell,  M.  A. 
who  was  fometime  dudent  of  Emanuel  college,  Cambridge, 
and  commenced  mailer  of  arts  in  that  university.  When  he 
left  it,  he  was  preferred  to  a  living  in  the  eltablilhed  church;' 
and,  at  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars,  was  miniller  at 
Orpington  in  Kent.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  he  was  im- 
prifoned  for  non-conformity,  refilling  to  wear  the  furplice, 
to  kneel  at  the  facrament,  and  to  ufe  the  lign  of  the  crofs 
in  baptifm.  His  companion  in  Maiddone  gaol  was  Mr. 

*  Crofby,  vol.  1.  p.  323 — 333.  Palmer’s  Non-conformift’s  Memorial, 
vol.  1.  p.  zoi,  and  p.  225,  note, 

Witfon, 
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Wilfon.  of  Otham  near  that  town.  Among  the  vifitors  who 
came  to  fee  them  was  a  woman,  who  had  fome  doubts  in 
her  mind  whether  the  baptifm  of  infants  could  be  proved 
from  fcripture.  Mr.  Cornwell  endeavoured,  by  the  belt 
fcriptural  arguments  he  could  produce,  to  refolve  her  doubts, 
but  found  he  could  not  do  it  fo  well  to  her  or. his  own  fat.s- 
faftion  as  he  could  wifli.  When  his  vifitant  had  left  him, 
he  converfed  on  the  fubjeft  with  his  fellow-pnfoner  Mr. 
Wilfon  who  affurcd  him  he  never  thought  that  lnfant-baptiim 
could  be  proved  from  fcripture,  but  had  its  authority  from 
human  tradition,  being  handed  down  from  primitive  times 
as  a  practice  generally  received  from  the  church.  Mr.  Corn- 
well,  taking  "the  fcriptures  to  be  the  only  rule  of  faith,  and 
confidering  that  on  this  principle  only  all  the  proteffant 
churches  vindicated  their  feparation  from  the  church  or 
Rome  againft  all  her  impofitions,  founded  on  pretended 
primitive  antiquity,  was  induced  to  make  a  more  diligent 
fearch.  The  refult  was,  that  infant-baptifm  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  derive  its  authority  from  the  fcriptures,  but  to 
have  had  its  dependence,  in  all  ages,  on  the  decrees,  canons, 
and  councils  of  the  church.  Entering  into  thefe  views  of 
the  fubjeft,  he  relinquifhed  the  doftrine  of  infants  baptifm, 
and  adopted  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  think  that  believe  s 
only,  making  profeffion  of  their  faith  and  repentance,  aic 
the  proper  fubje&s  of  this  inflitution.*  In  16435  he  pub- 
lickly  avowed  this  principle,  and  wrote  in  defence  of  it  a 
tratt,  entitled  “  The  Vindication  of  the  royal  Commiffion  of 
«  Jefus.”  After'  the  publication  of  this  book,  he  went 
on  to  preach  and  propagate  his  opinion.  In  1644,  in  a 
vifitation  fermon  preached  at  Cranbrook  in  Kent,  from 
Mark  vii.  7,  before  the  minifters  of  thofe  parts,  he  took  the 
liberty  of  freely  declaring  his  fentiments,  and  afferted,  that 
pcedobaptifm  was  an  antichriffian  innovation,  a  human  tradi¬ 
tion,  and  a  pra&ice  for  which  there  was  neither  precept,  or 
example ,  or  true  deduBion  from  the  word  of  God.  This, 
as  might  be  expefted,  much  ftartled  the  clergy  who  were 
prefent,  but  greatly  offended  feveral  of  them.  The  matter 
was  debated  between  them,  and  the  argument  in  fupport  of 

*  Mr.  Thompfon’s  Collections,  MSS.  under  the  words  Staplehurst 
and  Smarden. 


antipa* 


634 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BAPTISTS. 


ampxaotap  ,/m  x-, as  Itrongly  puflied  by  Mr.  wmiam  y  f 
o,  Sevenoafes  who  had  baptized  Mr.  Corn-well,  and  to  wS 

th' “  T  f *'■">  Mr.  Chrijhtb,r  Blackwood,  one  5 

th5  mi^lfters,  defired  them  to  defift  at  that  time  for"  he  had 
taken  down  the  fcmon  in  Ihort  hand,  and  wonld  return  a,1 

ofthemair*mtH'!h‘CiV1'ehoped  mi8h'bef0  tlte  fatisfaflion 

n  ‘  'c  fs  adv!ce  was  adopted;  it  was  agreed  to 
po.  .pone,  for  the  prefent,  the  difeuffion  of  the  queftion 

ther^r  SmiUe  ^  P°mt’  and  r°  brhlg  their  c°Ueffions  toge! 
ther  at  the  next  meeting,  which  was  to  be  within  a  fortnight 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Blackwood  ftudied  the  queftion  wkh 

great  diligence  and  clofe  attention.  The  impreffion  made  on 

his  mind  was  very  different  from  what  was  anticipated.  He 

egan  to  fufpect  that  mfant-baptifm  was  no  more  than  an 

human  tradmon,  and  was  attended  with  evil  confequences- 

anu,  when  they  met,  he  brought  in  his  arguments  againft  it! 

As  no  one  produced  any  defence,  one  properly  obferving, 

hlf  «/e>lf0U5>K  f°r  trUnh  a"d.not  viftoi7>  Propofed,  thft 
^  .  Blackwood  s  papers  fhould  be  left  with  them  for  exami- 

nation;  to  this  motion  he  acceded:'  but  when,  after  waiting 

a  long  time,  no  anfwer  was  given  to  his  arguments,  he  fent 

01  Ins  papers,  and  publifhed  them  with  corrections  and 

enlargements.  Ihus  the  controverfy  was  revived  in  the 

county  of  Kent,  and  the  fentimenrs  of  the  baptifls  gained 

ground.  Mr.  Cornwell  foon  after  this  withdrew  from  the 

nntwia!  church  for  he  difapproved  both  of  national  and 

parochia  churches  y  and  taught  that  a  church  was  to  corffift 

of  Inch  only  as  profeffed  repentance  from  dead  works,  and 

faun  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl,  and  were  baptized  according 

to  a  is  commands  after  the  pattern  of  the  firft  churches  in 

Judea.  He  quickly  gathered  a  church  in  Kent,  formed  on 

mis  pian,  of  which  he  was  paftor  to  the  day  of  his  death, 

and  was  fucceeded  in  that  place  and  office  by  his  fon.  It  ' 

refleff ;  honour  on  Mr.  Cornwell’s  name  and  memory,  that 

he  was  a  zealous  oppofer  of  perfection  and  an  impofed 

uniformity.  He  wrote  againft  the  ordinance  of  parliament 

made  to  fiience  all  lay -preachers,  that  is,  fuch  as  had  not 

received  epifcopal  or  prejbyterian  ordination,  or  who  fhould 

preach  any  thing  contrary  tQ  the  articles  of  faith  and  direc- 

*  Mr.  Thompfon’s  Collections,  MSS. 
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torv  for  publick  worffiip,  fet  forth  by  the  aflembly.  The 
piece  which  he  publilhed  on  .his  occafion  was  intitled, 

“  Two  Queries  worthy  of  confideration.” 

q  I#  Whether  that  miniftry  that  preacheth  freeiy  the 
gofpel -faith,  that  the  Lord  Jefus  is  the  Chrijl ,  as  the  apoiile 

Peter  did,  be  not  truly  orthodox  ? 

2.  Whether  it  be  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  {acred  fcriptures,  to  filencc  or  inhibit  any 
minifters  of  Jefus  Chrijl  for  preaching  this  gofpel  freely? 

He  affirmed  the  former ,  and  maintained  it  by  feveral  argu¬ 
ments;  the  latter  he  denied;  and  intimated,  that  they  who 
were  guilty  of  fuch  pra&ices  afted  like  the  Jews  of  old,  who 
'  c aft  the  blind  man  out  of  the  temple,  for  confeffing  that 
Jefus  was  the  Chrijl .* 

"in  clofe  connection  with  Mr.  Cornwell's  hiuory  hands,  as 
we  have  feen,  that  of  IVlr.  B !  ackzvood  who,  in  confecjuence 
of  his  vifitation  fermon,  became  a  profelyte  to  believer's 
baptifm,  and  with  Mr.  Richard  Kingsnorth ,  who  likewife 
was  convinced  by  it,  gathered  a  church  at  Staplehurft  in 
Kent;  but  his  fentiments  being  calviniftic ,  and  contrary  to 
thofe  of  the  fociety,  he  afterwards  left  it  under  the  paftoral 
care  of  Mr.  Kingsncrth ,  who  held  univerfal  redemption  and 
final  perfeverance.f  Mr.  Blackwood  was  poffeffed,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  civil  wars,  of  a  parochial  church  in  the 
county  of  Kent;  from  whence,  it  is  probable  that  he  was 
educated  at  one  of  the  universities.  After  he  changed  his 
fentiments  on  the  queftions  concerning  baptifm,  he  did  not 
continue  long  in  the  eftablifhed  church ;  for  he  was  as 
zealous  againfl  national  churches  as  againft  infanUbaptifm . 
He  was  an  advocate  for  liberty  of  confcience,  and  oppofed 
the  eftablifhment  of  prejbyterianifnu  In  thefirfl  piece  he  pub-* 
liffied,  he  joined  together  infant-baptifm  and  compulfion  of 
confcience,  and  called  them  “  the  two  laft  and  ftrongeft 
««  garrifons  of  antichrift,”  He  was  reckoned  among  “  thofe 
u  worthy  guides,  well  qualified  in  all  refpefts  for  the 
miniftiy,”  who  voluntarily  left  their  benefices  in  the  eftab- 
liftiment,  by  one  who  lived  in  thofe  times.  He  appears,  in 
1 653,  to  have  gone  into  Ireland  with  the  army  under  the 

'  '  A 

®  Crolby,  vol.  i.  p.  334-^349,  and  vol.  iii.  p.  6 — 9. 
f  Thompfon’s  Colleftions,  MSS. 
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Ludlow.  He 
in 

Another,  who  was  reckoned  among  the  worthies  of  rl-1 

denomination  at  this  period  wa«  Me  a  •  ot  th,s 

mprl»  „„  r  Pfnoa  was  Ml.  Benjamin  Cox ,  who 

made  no  mean  figure  in  his  time.  He  was  the  fon  of 
of  S’  WaS  V- an  °f  gre3t  learnin£>  and  a  graduate  in  one 

the  eft 7ZfT  ft  T’’  for  fom'  tim'-  a 

the  eitabhfned  church,  had  a  parochial  charge  in  the  countv 
of  Devon,  and  „as  very  zealous  for  the  futerffi  lo«  ce  J 
mon'es  that  prevailed  in  bilh„p  W,  time;  Bm  Xn  'he' 

Son  Mfr  ^  “  'w  n°K  fm,y  in  of 

t'on  and  h  ,'d  fk  v°"I the  firl1  in  a  reforma. 

1““”  '"  profpefts  of  eminence 

and  pieferment  in  this  kingdom,  when  he  reiefted  the 

lapnjm  of  infants r,  as  it  appeared  to  him  not  founded  in  the 

fenptures;  but  this  obfiruffed  his  advancement  in  the  efiab 

tere  a§ainft  him  the  divines  who 

w  er..  at  the  head  of  ecclefiaftical  affairs.  He  preferved  ' 

however,  the  charaffer  of  a  man  of  abilities  and  great  learn! 

1  r^t"  h  tCr  eP'f°Pacy  anc*  tpe  common-prayer  were  laid 
afide,  he  was,  for  fome  time,  minifter  at  Bedford.  In  164  c 

he  came  to  London,  and  was  one  of  the  principal  managers 
on  the  part  of  the  baptifts  in  a  publick  difpute  concerning 
infant -baptifm,  at  Aldermanbury  church,  to  which  a  flop 
••vas  afterwards  put  by  the  government.  In  the  year  1646 
when  feven  churches  in  London,  called  Anabaptifis ,  pub! 
lifted  a  confeffion  of  their  faith,  and  prefented  it  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  his  name,  m  behalf  of  one  of  thofe  congregations 
was  ftbfcribed  to  it.  Though,  when  the  act  of  uniformity, 

r  1 66a’  t0°^  Plac.e> he  a£  firft  conformed ;  yet  his  confcience 
ioon  after  upbraiding  him  for  that  ftep,  he  obeyed  its  dilates 

by  throwing  up  his  living,  and  died  a  non-conformift  and  a  . 

10  a  very  advanced  age;  for  Mr.  Baxter,  with  whom 
ne  had  a  difpute  by  word  of  mouth  and  by  writing,  called 
him  at  the  beginning  of  the  civil  wars,  an  antient  minifter. 

fi  >A  JtJfmS  nff  Pr°baWe  that  he  was  the  grandfon  of  one,  as  Dr. 

.S8« 
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He  fuffered  imprifonment  for  liis  opinions  concerning  bap- 

tifm,  in  the  city  of  Coventry.* 

Here  is  a  proper  place  for  obferving,  that  at  the  Reflora- 
tion  feveral  parifhes  were  found  to  have  baptift  minifters 
fixed  in  them.  The  caufe  of  this  was,  that  in  the  year 
1653,  when  a  certain  number  of  men  called  fryers  were  au¬ 
thored  to  examine  and  approve  candidates  for  the  miniftry, 
Mr.  Tombes,  notwithftanding  his  difference  in  opinion  from 
the  reft,  fuchwas  the  eftimation  in  which  his  character  was 
held,  was  appointed  to  be  one  of  them.  Among  other 
good  effects  that  followed  upon  this,  one  was,  that  the 
commifftoners  agreed  to  own  the  baptijis  as  their  brethren; 
and  that  if  any  fuch  applied  to  them  for  probation,  and 
appeared  in  other  refpefts  duly  qualified,  they  fltould  not  be 
rejected  for  holding  their  fentiments.f 

*  Crolby,  vol.  i.  p.  353,  54.  See  alfo  our  Third  Volume,  p.  523,  in 
the  Supplement* 

f  Crolby,  vol.  i.  p.  289. 
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The  Hiftory  of  the  Quakers* 

WHEN  the  king  publifhed  his  declaration  of  indulgence, 
the  Quakers ,  who  did  not  rank  with  any  political 
party,  merely  to  enjoy  the  eafe  and  liberty  to  which  peaceable 
and  virtuous  fubjefts  have  a  right,  accepted  the  proteftion 
it  afforded.  But  thofe  who  were  at  liberty,  from  that  fpirit 
of  fympathy  and  brotherly  concern  which  pervades  the 
fociety,  could  not  enjoy  their  own  exemption  from  penal 
ftatutes  without  exerting  themfelves  for  the  relief  of  their 
brethren  who  had  been,  for  feveral  years,  kept  immured  in 
uncomfortable  prifons.  George  Whitehead ,  Thomas  Moor , 
and  Thomas  Green ,  invited  by  the  prefent  difpofition  of 
government,  waited  on  the  king  and  council  to  folicit  the 
difcharge  of  their  friends,  who,  convifted  on  tranfportation, 
or  on  praemunire,  or  for  fines,  confifcations  or  fees,  were 
ftill  in  prifon :  and  they  were  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  obtain  the 
king’s  letters  patent,  under  the  great  feal,  for  their  pardon 
and  difcharge.  In  the  accomplifhing  of  this  bufinefs,  a 
difficulty  arofe  from  the  amount  of  the  fees  to  be  paid  in 
the  fundry  offices  through  which  the  letters  patent  would 
pafs,  as  upwards  of  four  hundred  perfons  would  be  included 
in  them.*  But  when  the  lord  keeper,  Sir  Orlando  Bridge- 
man ,  generoufly  and  voluntarily  remitted  his  fees,  they  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  king  to  moderate  the  reft,  who  accordingly 
iffued  his  order,  “  that  the  pardon,  though  comprehending 
46  a  great  number  of  perfons,  do  yet  pafs  as  one  pardon, 
and  pay  but  as  one.” 

Their  fiaccefs  gave  them  an  opportunity  to  fhew  the 
univerfality  of  their  charity  to  other  diflenters,  many  of 
*  The  patent,  when  made  out,  contained  eleven  Ikins  of  vellum. 
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whom  were  confined  in  prifon,  and  whole  folicitors,  obfcr- 
ving  the  happy  iffue  of  the  quakers'  i'uit,  applied  to  Whitehead, 
for  his  advice  and  affiftance,  to  have  the  names  of  their  own 
friends  inferred  in  the  fame  inftrument.  In  confequence  of 
his  advice  they  petitioned  the  king,  and  obtained  his  warrant 
for  that  purpofe.  “  This  I  was  glad  of,”  fays  Whitehead , 
“  that  they  partook  of  the  benefit  through  our  induftry. 
«  And  indeed  I  was  never  backward  to  give  any  of  them 
“  my  advice  for  their  help,  when  any  of  them  in  ftraits  have 
«  applied  for  it ;  our  being  of  different  judgments  and  focieties 
“  did  not  abate  my  fympathy  or  charity,  even  towards  them 
«  who,  in  fome  cafes,  had  been  our  oppofers.”  The  quakers 
were  thus  freed,  for  a  time,  from  the  feverities  of  perfecu- 
tion.  The  publick  teflimony  which  they  continued,  in  the 
levered:  times,  to  bear  to  the  principles  they  received  as  truth, 
and  the  firmnefs  with  which  they  held  their  meetings  at  the 
appointed  times  and  places,  or,  when  kept  out  of  their  places 
of  worfhip  by  force,  affembled  in  the  flreets,  baffled  the 
fcheme  of  eftabliffling  uniformity, countenanced  and  affffled  by 
the  temporifing  conduft  of  other  diffenters,  and  abated  the 
heat  of  perfecution,  and  blunted  the  edge  of  the  fword  before 
it  reached  the  other  feeds;  the  more  ingenuous  of  whom, 
therefore,  efteemed  their  intrepidity,  regarded  them  w’ith 
gratitude  as  the  bulwark  that  keot  oil  the  force  of  the  ffroke 

o  1  t 

from  themfelves,  and  prayed  that  they  might  be  preferved 
ffedfafl,  and  enabled  to  break  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy. 
Some  of  the  baptijls ,  efpecially,  expreffed  an  high  opinion 
both  of  the  people  and  their  principles,  which  fultained  them 
in  undergoing  fufferings  that  others  thought  of  with  terror.* 
When  the  revocation  of  the  indulgence,  and  the  difpleafure 
of  the  court  againfl:  the  diffenters,  let  loofe  the  whole  tribe 
of  informers,  and  gave  frefh  fpirit  to  perfecuting  magiftrates; 
profecutions,  in  every  mode  of  diftrefs,  were  renewed  againfl: 
this  people,  at  the  capricious  will  of  every  juftice.  Severe 
proceedings  againfl;  them  were  grounded  on  the  ftatute  of 
praemunire  of  James  I.  for  refufmg  to  fwear;  on  the  obfolete 
ftatute  of  twenty  pounds  per  month,  for  abfence  from  the 
parifh  church,  which  penalty,  or  two-thirds  of  a  perfon’s 
eftate,  were  feized  by  exchequer  procefs;  and  for  tithes,  to 
#  Gough’s  Hiftory  of  the  Quakersj  vol,  ii.  p,  364 — 368. 

excom- 


V 


64O  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  QUAKERS. 

excommunication  and  procuring  writs*  excommunicato 

capiendo  to  be  liTued,  to  throw  them  into  prifon.  Thev 

became  a  prey  to  idle  and  profligate  informers,  encouraged 

and  mitigated  by  their  fuperiors.  And,  inftead  of  obtaining 

durable  and  effectual  relief,  their  fufferings  became  heavier 

and  more  aggravated  during  the  remainder  of  this  reien  to 
the  end  of  it.*  ° 

„  William  Hall  of  Congleton,  being  fined  20I 

tor  a  meeting  at  his  houfe,  had  his  houfe  broken  open,  and 
two  cart-loads  of  goods  to  the  worth  of  40I.  befides  a  mare 
were  carried  away.  About  the  fame  time  cattle  and  goods 
to  the  value  of  100I.  were  taken  from  fundry  perfons  in  and 
about  Nantwich ;  and  from  one  perfon  the  bed  on  which 
he  lay,  and  even  the  dunghill  in  his  yard.f 

In  the  next  year,  prcfecutions  on  the  conventicle  aft  fubfi- 
ded  in  London,  but  the  rigorous  enforcing  of  the  ecclefiaftica! 
laws  was  rarely  or  never  fufpended.  The  number  plundered, 
excommunicated,  imprifoned,  and  of  thofe  who  died  in 
prifon,  was  too  large  to  be  recited. £  But  while  the  penal 
laws  were  fuffered  to  lie  dormant  in  London,  they  were 
enforced  with  rigorous  feverity  in  other  parts  of  the  nation. 
In  one  inftance  a  poor  man,  with  a  wife  and  five  children, 
had  littie  to  pay  the  fine  for  being  at  a  meeting,  but  his 
bccl,  whicn  the  compaffion  of  the  officers  would  not  permit 
them  to  feize:  but  the  obdurate  magiftrate  commanded  them 
to  tatte  it.  The  wife,  endeavouring  afterwards  to  maintain  her 
children  by  baking  a  little  bread,  and  felling  it  in  the  market, 
it  was  feized  at  one  time  to  the  value  of  nineteen-pence,  and 
at  another  to  the  value  of  fourteen-pence.  From  another 
perlon  fora  fine  of  7I.  goods  to  the  worth  of  near  18I.  were 
taken. §  The  diflreffes  made  this  year  in  Nottinghamfhire, 
upon  the  members  of  this  fociety,  for  their  religious  affembles 
only,  amounted  to  712I.  and  upwards.  In  the  city  of  Here¬ 
ford,  as  profecutions  on  the  law  were  ineffectual  to  fupprefs 
their  meetings,  lawlels  violence  and  grofs  abufe  were  offered 
by  the  populace ;  the  windows  of  their  meeting-houfes  were 
broken  by  (tones,  and  fometimes  the  roof  was  untiled,  their 
affemblies  were  interrupted  by  the  found  of  the  horn, 

*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  392—97.  t  Ibid.  p.  406.  I  P.  414. 

§  Vol.  ii.  p.  416,  17. 
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(homing  and  carting  (tones  and  filth,  and  their  perfons 
affaulted.  The  mob,  inftead  of  being  reftrained  and  punifhed 
forthefe  outrages,  were,  if  not  ftimulated  to  them,  abetted 
and  encouraged  in  them  by  the  magiftrates  and  clergy* 
Appeals  to  the  quarter-fertions  for  redrefs  againft  exorbitant 
exactions  were  unfuccefsful;  as  the  juries  were  overawed, 
or  their  verdifts  for  the  appellants  rejefted.* 

In  the  year  1 677,  the  officers,  encouraged  by  the  magif- 
trate,  who  afted  the  part  of  an  informer,  took  away  from  fix 
friends  in  Chefliire,  for  one  meeting,  200I.  In  Gloucefter- 
{hire  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  befides  indifting  at  the  feflions 
tWenty-feven  for  abfence  from  the  national  worfhip,  who 
had  fuffered  deeply  before  on  the  conventicle  aft,  and  levy¬ 
ing  heavy  fines,  unmercifully  beat  fome  with  his  own  hands, 
plucked  two  out  of  the  meeting  by  the  hair  of  their  heads, 
and  drew  his  knife,  if  he  had  not  been  prevented  by  his  fer- 
vants,  to  wound  others.  At  Plymouth,  sheir  meetings  were 
forcibly  interrupted  and  difperfed:  their  ^property  fuffered 
by  fines  and  dirtreffes,  and  their  perfons  were  abufed  by  the 
rabble,  and  by  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  who, 
among  other  infults,  threw  fquibs  of  fire  and  hot  burning 
coals  upon  them.  In  many  other  parts  they  were  treated 
with  no  lefs  feverity.  The  parifh  officers  were  fometimes 
inrtigated  by  menacing  letters,  or  impelled  to  aft  againft 
their  inclinations  by  the  clergy  exciting  the  juftices  to  punilh 
by  fines  and  imprifonment,  for  negleft  of  duty,  fuch,  whofe 
moderation  and  humanity  rendered  them  reluftant  to  profe- 
cute  or  plunder  their  confcientious  neighbours,* 

Through  the  fucceeding  years  they  continued  to  be  liar- 
raffed  with  profecutions  on  all  the  variety  of  penal  laws; 
which  were  rigorouily  enforced  on  great  numbers  of  this 
fociety;  who  fuffered  all  the  hardlhips  impofed  on  them  by 
unreafonable  men,  with  pious  fortitude  and  refignation.  la 
1682,  the  perfecution  of  this  people  broke  out  and  was  car¬ 
ried  on  with  uncommon  outrage  and  cruelty  at  Brirtol.  The 
damage  done  to  their  meeting-houfes  was  computed  at  150I. 
A  rabble  of  rude  boys  was  encouraged  to  infult  a#d  abufe  the 
female  part  of  the  affembly,  even  women  of  repute  and  con- 
fideration,  and  to  tear  their  drefs,  The  fignal  for  this  attack 
*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  420—424.  §  Id.  p.  426—29,  438. 

vol.  iv.  t  t  was. 
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was,  “  Have  a  care  of  your  hoods  and  fcarfs.”  Many  of 
them  were  thrown  into  prifon,  where  their  health  was  en¬ 
dangered  for  want  of  room  ;  many  beds  being  crouded  into 
one  final!  apartment,  and  fome  were  obliged  to  lie  on  the 
ground,  in  a  filthy  place  which  had  been  a  dog-kennel.  The 
remonftrances  of  the  prifoners  to  the  magiflrates  on  the  flrait- 
nefs  and  noifomenefs  of  their  prifon,  and  the  certificates  of 
phyficians  on  the  fubjedl,  were  treated  with  equal  difregard. 
“  As  their  confiancy  in  the  great  duty  of  aflembling  to  wor- 
“  ^’P  God,  while  at  liberty,  was  invincible;  fo  a  prifon 
“  could  not  confine  the  freedom  of  their  fpirks,  or  the  im- 
“  pulfe  of  their  confidences:  they  continued  the  practice  of 
this  duty  in  their  imprifonment.”  This  drew  on  them 
grofs  abufe,  even  from  the  fheriff,  who  fell  furioufly  on 
feveral,  threw  one  headlong  down  to  the  great  hazard  of 
his  life,  and  commanded  another  to  be  ironed  and  put  down 
into  the  condemned  felon’s  place.  Many  fuffered,  as  in 
former  years,  and  other  places,  by  heavy  fines  and  grievous 
diflraints:  goods  to  the  value  of  155].  being  feized  to  dif- 
charge  a  fine  of  79I.  When  moft  or  all  of  the  men  were  im- 
prifoned,  the  women  kept  up  the  religious  meeting,  till  they 
a!fo  were  caft  into  gaol.  When  their  parents  were  in  con¬ 
finement,  the  children,  after  their  example,  regularly  held 
their  meetings,  behaving  on  thofe  occafions  with  much  gra¬ 
vity  and  compofure,  and  undergoing  many  abufes  with  pa¬ 
tience.  Their  age  exempted  them  from  the  lafh  of  the  law, 
but  their  minority  could  not  fcreen  them  from  furious  aifaults; 
lome  were  put  in  the  flocks,  others  were  unmercifully  beaten 
with  twilled  whalebone-flicks.  Perfecution  was  not  at  this 
period  peculiar  to  Briflol;  but  carried  on,  in  mofl  parts, 
with  great  animofity :  and  many  families  were  ruined  in  their 
circumflances.  In  1683,  about  eighty  perfons  were,  atone 
time,  committed  to  Chefter  caftle;  where  they  could  find 
neither  rooms  nor  lodgings  for  fuch  a  number,  fo  that  they 
were  obliged  for  two  nights,  fome  of  them  to  walk  about, 
others  to  lie  on  tables  and  benches,  and  fome  on  flags  fpread 
on  the  floor.  At  length  thirty  of  them  were  put  into  a  filthy 
dungeon,  out  of  which  the  felons  were  then  removed.  In 
Somerfetfliire,  informers  were  encouraged  againfl  them,  and 
protected  in  perjury ;  their  meeting-houfes  were  defaced,  and 

they 
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they  weir ,  in  great  numbers,  imprifoned,  fined,  diftrained, 
and  excommunicated.  When  {hut  out  of  their  meeting-houfes 
for  divers  years,  in  and  about  the  city  of  London,  they 
aflembled  in  the  ftreets  in  all  weather;  this  they  did  in  the 
year  1683,  for  three  months  together,  when  the  river 
Thames  was  fo  frozen  that  horfes,  coaches,  and  carts, 
could  pafs  to  and  fro  upon  it,  and  a  ftreet  be  erefted  and 
Hand  over  it.*  There  was  computed  to  be  upwards  of  fevt  n 
hundred  members  of  this  fociety  in  the  different  prifons  of 
England,  this  year.  Sir  Cbrijlopher  Mufgrave,  though  a 
zealous  churchman,  expreffed  his  utter  diflike  of  the  fevere 
ufage  of  this  people,  faying,  “  the  prifons  were  filled  with 
«  them,  that  many  of  them  had  been  excommunicated  and 
“  imprifoned  for  fmall  matters,  and  that  it  was  a  fhame  and 
“  fcandal  for  their  church  to  ufe  the  quakers  fo  hardly  on 
“  very  trivial  occafions.”f  Severe  profecutions,  fimilar  afts 
of  injuftice,  oppreffion,  violence  and  cruelty,  againfl  this 
fociety,  marked  the  year  1684,  which  were  the  difgrace 
of  the  preceding  years. J 

Among  thofe  who  fuffered  from  bigotry  armed  with 
power,  the  name  of  George  Fox  takes  the  lead.  After  his 
return  from  America,  in  1673,  as  he  was  on  the  road  to  vifit 
his  mother  on  her  death-bed,  Fox  and  Thomas  Lower  who 
was  his  wife’s  fon-in-law,  were  feized,  as  they  were  in  con- 
verfation  in  a  friend’s  parlour  at  Tredington  in  Woreefler- 
fhire,  and  fent  to  the  county  goal.  They  applied,  by  let¬ 
ter,  to  the  lord  lieutenant  and  deputy  lieutenants  of  the 
county,  for  the  interpofition  of  their  authority  for  their 
releafe;  flating  their  cafe,  the  illegality  of  their  commitment, 
and  Fox’s  folicitude  for  liberty  to  pay  the  Lift  debt  of  affec¬ 
tion  and  duty  to  his  dying  parent.  But  the  application  was 
ineffectual.  Lower ,  by  the  interpofition  of  his  brother,  who 
was  the  king’s  phyfician,  might  have  obtained  his  liberty;  as 
a  letter  to  lord  Windfcr  for  his  releafe  was  procured:  but, 
bearing  too  great  a  refpeft  to  his  father-in-law,  to  leave  him 
in  prifon  alone,  he  fuppreffed  the  letter,  and  voluntarily  con¬ 
tinued  his  companion  there.  At  the  quarter-feffions  they 
were  produced  in  court,  when,  on  the  examination,  it  ap- 
#  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  522—25.  528—532,  547,  8.  f  Id.  p.  5363  508. 

I  Gough,  vol.  iii.  p.  24 — 30. 
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pearing  that  they  had  been  caufelefsly  imprifoned,  and  had  a 
right  to  an  immediate  releafe,  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
fupremacy  were  tendered  to  Fox,  and  on  his  refufmg  to  take 
them,  he  was  remanded.  But  Lower ,  on  account  of  his 
powerful  connexions,  was  difcharged.  Soon  after  Fox  was 
removed  by  an  habeas  corpus  to  the  KingVbench  bar  at 
W eftminfter.  The  judges,  influenced  by  the  reports  and 
reprefentation  which  Parker ,  the  juftice  who  firft  appre¬ 
hended  him,  had  difperfed,  remanded  him  to  Worcefter  goal; 
only  indulging  him  with  liberty  to  go  down  his  own  way, 
and  at  his  leifure,  provided  he  would  not  fail  to  be  there  by 
the  following  aflizes,  in  April  1674.  He  accordingly  ap¬ 
peared,  when  the  judge  Turner,  who  had  before  pafled  fen- 
tence  of  prqemunire  againfl:  him  at  Lancafler,  referred  the 
njatter  back  again  to  the  feflions.  He  was  then  charged 
with  holding  a  meeting  at  Tredington  from  all  parts  of  the 
nation,  to  the  terrifying  of  the  king's  fubjeds .  Though  Fox 
vindicated  himfelf  from  this  mifreprefentation,  yet,  as  he 
again  refufed  the  oaths,  an  indiXment  was  drawn  up  and 
delivered  to  the  jury;  who,  under  the  inftruXion  of  the 
chairman,  found  the  bill  againfl:  him.  This  he  determined 
to  traverfe:  and  on  refufmg  to  give  bail,  or  any  other  fecu- 
rity  for  his  appearance  but  his  promife,  he  was  fent  back  to 
prifon.  By  the  interpofition  of  fome  moderate  juftices,  how¬ 
ever,  in  about  two  hours  after  he  had  liberty  given  him  to 
go  at  large  till  the  next  quarter-feflions.  In  the  mean  time 
he  attended  the  yearly  meeting  in  London,  and  delivered 
before  fome  of  the  juftices  of  the  King’s-Bench  a  declaration 
of  his  fidelity  to  the  king,  and  denial  of  the  pope’s  fupremacy 
and  power:  but  as  his  cafe  was  under  cognizance  of  the 
quarter-  feflions  at  Worcefter,  the  judges  were  unwilling  to 
meddle  with  it,  not  being  regularly  before  them.  At  the 
next  feflions  he  appeared  to  traverfe  the  indiXment:  but 
when  he  proceeded  to  (hew  the  errors  which  werefufficient 
to  quafti  it,  the  oath  was  again  required  of  him,  and  upon 
his  refufal  to  take  it,  the  jury  found  him  guilty.  An  ad¬ 
monition  of  the  confequence  of  a  praemunire  being  given 
him  in  court,  this  was,  after  he  was  fent  out  of  court,  clan- 
deftinely  recorded  in  his  abfence,  for  the  fentence  thereof; 
and  under  it  he  was  remanded  to  prifon.  Here  he  wras 
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feized  with  a  great  ficknefs,  which  reduced  him  to  great 
weak  refs,  and  made  his  recovery  doubtful.  His  wife  came 
from  the  North  to  attend  him,  and  folicit  his  difcharge:  after 
continuing  with  him  three  or  four  months,  and  her  endea¬ 
vours  to  procure  his  releafe  proving  unfuccefsful,  {he  went 
to  London,  and  folicited  the  king  in  perfon,  who  would  have 
releafed  him  by  a  pardon;  but  hox  declined  obtaining  his 
liberty  in  this  mode,  as  he  conceived  that  it  would  be  a  tacit 
acknowledgment  of  guilt ;  and  he  declared,  he  had  rather 
“  lie  in  prifoii  all  his  days,  than  come  out  in  any  way  dif- 
s,c  honourable  to  the  truth  he  made  profeffion  of.  He  pre¬ 
ferred  having  the  validity  of  his  indiftment  tried  before  the 
judges,  and  with  this  view  procured  an  habeas  corpus  to  re¬ 
move  him  to  the  king’s-bench  bar.  On  his  appearing  before 
four  judges,  his  counfellor,  Mr.  Thomas  Corbet ,  advanced  a 
new  plea  in  his  favour,  and  gained  himfelf  great  credit,  by 
ably  urging,  that  by  law  they  could  not  imprifon  a  man 
“  upon  praemunire.”  The  judges  required  time  to  confult 
their  books  and  flatutes  on  this  plea;  and  poffponed  the 
hearing  until  next  day.  They  then  proceeded,  though  they 
found  the  advocate's  opinion  well-founded,  to  examine  the 
indiament,  in  which  the  errors  were  fo  many  and  fo  grofs, 
that  they  were  unanimous  in  judgment,  “  that  the  indict— 
“  ment  was  quafhed  and  void,  and  that  George  Fox  ought  to 
“  be  fet  at  liberty.”  Thus  he  honourably  obtained  his  dif¬ 
charge,  after  an  unjuft  imprifonment  of  a  year  and  almoft 
two  months.  Some  of  his  enemies,  infmuating  cc  he  was  a 
dangerous  man  to  be  at  liberty,”  moved  the  judges,  that 
the  oaths  might  be  tendered  to  him:  but  Sir  Matthew  Hale 
would  not  confent  to  it ;  faying,  cc  he  had  indeed  heard 
sc  fome  fuch  reports  of  George  Fox ,  but  he  had  alfo  heard 
u  more  good  reports  of  him.”* 

He  appears  to  have  been  unmolefted  after,  till  the  year 
1681,  when  he  and  his  wife  were  fued  in  finall  tithes  in  the 
exchequer,  although  they  had  in  their  anfwer  to  the  plain¬ 
tiff's  bill  proved,  that  no  fuch  tithe  had  been  demanded  or 
paid  off  her  eftate  during  forty- three  years  flie  had  lived 
there:  yet  becaufe  they  could  not  anfwer  upon  oath,  they 
were  run  up  to  a  writ  of  rebellion,  and  an  order  of  court 
was  iffued  to  take  them  both  into  cuftody.  Fcx,  underftand- 

*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p,  377 — 391*  in§ 
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mg  this,  laid  the  cafe  before  the  barons  of  the  exchequer. 

,n  ,  c  earing  of  the  caufe  a  fequeftration  was  earneftlv 
pleaded  for,  on  the  ground  of  his  being  a  publick  man ,  as 
it that  affefted  the  merits  and  juftice  of  the  caufe;  and  was 
obtained,  though,  atfirft,  two  of  the  barons  declared  that  he 
was  not  liable  to  tithes:  but  one  of  them  was  afterwards 
brought  over  to  decide  with  theadverfe  barons:  the  fequef¬ 
tration  was,  however,  limited  to  the  fum  proved  due,  to  the 
gi  cat  difappointment  of  the  profecutor’s  aim,  who  wanted  it 
Without  limitation,  that  they  might  be  their  own  carvers  in 
making  diftraint.  In  the  courfe  of  this  trial  was  produced 
an  engagement  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  Georye  Fox,  that 
he  would  never  meddle  with  his  wife’s  eftate:  this  raifed  the 
admiration  of  the  judges,  as  an  inftance  of  felf-denial  rarely 
to  be  met  with  in  thefe  ages.f 

In  1 680,  George  Whitehead  and  Thomas  Burr,  as  they 
were  on  a  journey  from  different  quarters  to  pay  a  religious 
vifit  to  their  friends,  happened  to  meet  at  Norwich.  As 
the  former  was  preaching  on  the  fucceeding  firft  day  of  the 
week,  a  rude  company,  chiefly  of  informers,  rallied  into  the 
meeting  with  tumult  and  violence,  and  pulled  him  down; 
to  the  requifition  to  (hew  fome  legal  authority  for  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  they  returned  abufive  language,  only  with  an  in¬ 
fatuation  to  the  people,  “  That  he  might  be  a  Jefuit.”  The 
flier  iff,  coming  afterwards,  took  them  priloners,  and  carried 
them  before  the  recorder,  i ranch  Bacon ,  eiq;  who  was  a 
juftice.  He  examined  them  of  their  names,  habitations,  and 
trades;  Ci  if  they  wTere  in  orders,  or  had  orders  from  Rome.’* 
A  fine,  of  20I.  each  was  demanded  of  them;  on  refufing  to 
pay  this,  the  oath  of  allegiance  was  propofed.  While  the 
examination  was  going  on,  the  informer,  with  the  fanftion 
of  the  juftice,  went  to  feiae  their  horfes,  but  was  difappointed 
in  his  attempt,  as  they  had  been  removed  without  the  know~ 
ledge  of  the  prifoners.  rIhe  recorder  poured  out  his  bitter 
inveftives,  and  threatened  to  have  them  hanged,  if  they  did 
not  abjure  the  realm,  and  if  the  king  would  by  his  orders 
enforce  the  execution  of  a  ftatute  made  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth .  1  hey  were  then  committed  to  goal  till  the  en- 

fuing  felfions.  Then,  after  the  recorder  had,  by  taunting 
reflections  and  partial  proceedings,  expreffed  his  averfion 

f  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  514,  515.  to 
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to  them,  they  were  difcharged  by  the  court  irorn  the 
charges  exhibited  in  the  mittimufes ;  but  as  they  refufed 
again  the  oath,  which  he  infilled  upon  administering  to 
them,  they  were  recommitted  to  prilon  till  the  following 
feflions.  In  the  mean  time  he  was  deprived  of  his  office;  in 
confequence  of  which  change  and  the  interpolation  ol  fi  Sends, 
they  were,  sit  the  feflions,  cleared  by  proclamation,  and  d if— 
charged  from  their  imprifonment,  after  a  confinement  of  fix- 
teen  weeks.  It  {hewed  the  prejudice  and  enmity  of  this  man, 
that  he  firft  inlinuated  that  they  were  probably  papifts;  and 
when  they  procured  certificates  to  the  contrary,  he  would  not 

permit  them  to  be  read  in  the  court.* 

In  the  next  and  fucceeding  year,  George  Whitehead  was 
fined  three  or  four  times:  and  the  lofs  he  fuftained  by  dif- 
traints  and  by  the  expences  of  inefficacious  appeals,  befides 
the  damage  done  to  his  houfe  and  goods,  amounted  to  61L 
7s.  The  evil  of  thofe  feizures  was  aggravated  by  a  parti¬ 
cular  inflance  ofinjuftice  in  the  diflrainers ;  who  would  not 
fluffier  an  inventory  to  be  taken,  or  the  goods,  chiefly  in  gro¬ 
cery  ware,  to  be  weighed  or  apprailed.  On  one  occafion 
two  friends,  for  perfuading  the  conftables  to  moderation  and 
to  fluffier  an  inventory  to  be  taken,  were  apprehended  and 
profecuted  for  a  riot,  on  the  evidence  of  one  confiable;  for 
which  they  were  fined,  committed  to  Newgate,  and  confined 
there  ten  weeks. \ 

The  fines  levied  on  this  people,  on  the  flatute  of  2 oh  for 
abfence  from  the  national  worfhip,  amounted  in  the  year 
1683,  to  the  enormous  fum  of  16,400k  for  which  fleveral 
were  diftrained ;  but  how  much  of  thefe  fines  was  a&ually 
levied,  is  not  certainly  known. 

In  this  year  the  cafe  of  Richard  Vickris  deferves  particular 
notice.  He  was  the  fon  of  Mr.  Robert  Vickris ,  a  merchant 
and  alderman  of  Briftol;  he  embraced  the  fentiments  of  the 
quakers  in  his  youth:  but  to  divert  him  from  joining 
them,  his  father  lent  him  abroad  to  travel  in  France.  Here 
he  was  a  witnefs  to  theTuperflitions  of  the  ceremonious  re¬ 
ligion  of  that  country;  which  created  a  difguft,  and  con¬ 
firmed  him  in  the  adoption  of  one  that  rejected  ceremony 
and  vain  (how.  His  father’s  views  were  difappointed,  and 
on  his  return  home,  he  openly  profelled  himfelf  a  quaker, 
*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  501 — 505.  %  Id.  p.  5 20,  21.  ax 
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at  the  rifle  of  a  variety  of  fufferings  and  hardfhips.  In  1680 
lie  was  imprifoned  upon  an  excommunication:  he  was  after- 
waids,  for  attending  meetings,  fubjeft  to  frequent  fines  and 
diltraints,  and  at  laft  he  was  proceeded  againft  on  the  fla- 
tute  of  the  33  Elizabeth,  At  the  feffions  before  Eafler,  in 
^1603,  ^  was  indietted  on  that  flatute;  demurring  to  the 
junfdiction  of  the  court,  and  refufing  to  plead,  he  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  prifon.  At  a  following  feflions  he  was  admitted 
to  bail:  and  at  the  Midfummer  feffions  procured  an  habeas 
corpus.  '  His  trial  was  haftily  brought  on  in  Auguft,  though 
he  folicited  time  to  prepare  his  defence.  He  found  means, 
however,  to  retain  counfel,  who  ably  pleaded  his  caufe’ 
affigned  a  variety  of  errors  in  his  indidhnent,  and  fhewed 
that  tne  witneffes  nad  not  efiaolifhed  the  charge  againfl  him. 
The  court  over-ruled  every  plea,  and  the  jury  (feledted  from 
men  of  mean  occupation)  found  their  verdict  guilty,  and 
fentence  was  palled  on  him  to  conform,  or  abjure  the  realm 
in  three  months ;  or  fuffer  death  as  a  felon  without  benefit  of 
clergy.  He  lay  in  priion  under  this  fentence  till  the  next  year; 
when  the  time  for  his  abjuring  the  realm  being  expired,  he 
was  liable  to  the  execution  of  it,  to  which  his  enemies  feemed 
determined  to  proceed.  That  they  might  give  fome  colour  to 
their  defign,  they  blackened  and  calumniated  his  character: 
reprefenting  him  as  a  perlon  difaflfedted  to  government,  and 
endeavouring,  before  they  took  away  his  life,  to  defpoilhim 
ol  his  good  name.  His  wife,  in  her  diftrefs,  determined  on 
a  perfonal  application  to  government;  with  this  view,  file 
took  a  journey  to  London,  and  by  the  affiftance  of  her  friends 
got  admiffion  to  the  duke  of  York,  who  bore  the  chief  fway 
at  court,  and  laid  her  hufband’s  hard  cafe  before  him. 
When  he  had  heard  it,  he  replied,  “  that  neither  his  royal 
“  brother  nor  himfelf  defired  that  any  of  his  fubjefts  fliould 
“  fuffer  for  the  exercife  of  their  confciences,  who  were  of 
“  peaceable  behaviour  under  his  government.”  Accordingly, 
effe&ual  direftions  for  his  difeharge  were  given.  He  was 
.  removed  by  habeas  corpus  from  Newgate  in  Briftol  to  Lon¬ 
don,  and  brought  to  the  king’s-bench  bar:  there,  upon  the 
errors  in  the  indictment  affigned  by  counfellor  Pollexfen,  he 
was  legally  difeharged  by  Sir  George  Jefferies.  His  father 
furvived  his  return  only  three  days,  by  whofe  will  he  fucceeded 
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to  his  eftate  and  feat  at  Chew-Magna;  in  which  he  fixed  his 
yefidence,  and  lived  in  honour,  confpicuous  for  his  virtue  and 
benevolence,  and  an  ornament  to  his  place  and  flation. 

The  quakers ,  under  the  fevere  fufferings  to  which  their 
body  in  general,  and  fome  individual  members  of  their 
fociety  in  particular,  were  expofed,  were  jiot  wanting  in 
lawful  and  commendable  meafures  to  procure  an  exemption 
from  thefe  grievous  evils.  In  the  year  1674,  application 
was  made  to  the  judges,  before  they  went  their  feverai 
circuits,  for  their  compaffionate  attention  to  the  hard  cafes 
of  feverai  of  the  fufferers,  and  to  interpofe  their  authority 
to  fecure  them  relief,  in  the  following  addrefs: 

“  To  the  king’s  juftices  appointed  for  the  feverai  circuits 

“  throughout  England. 

“  Many  of  our  friends,  called  Quakers ,  being  continued 
^  prifoners,  many  profecuted  to  great  fpoil  by  informers, 
64  and  on  qui-tam  writs,  and  by  prefentments  and  indift- 
«  ments  for  20I.  per  menfem,  in  divers  counties  throughout 
England,  only  on  the  account  of  religion  and  tender  con- 
“  fcience  towards  Almighty  God,  we  efteem  it  our  duty  to 
remind  you  of  their  fullering  condition,  as  we  have  done 
«  from  time  to  time,  humbly  intreating  you  in  the  circuits 
«  to  enquire  into  the  feverai  caufes  of  their  commitments, 
“  and  other  fufferings,  which  they  lie  under,  and  to  extend 
“  what  favour  you  can  for  their  eafe  and  relief;  praying 
the  Almighty  to  preferve  and  direft  youAf 
But  little  redrefs  could  be  obtained.  In  1 677,  an  account 
being  taken,  at  the  yearly  meeting,  of  fufferings  by  confifca- 
tion  to  two-thirds  of  the  eflates  of  thofe  who  had  been 
profecuted  on  the  23d  of  Elizabeth ,  a  fpecification  of  this 
grievance  was  drawn  up  and  laid  before  the  parliament  then 
fitting,  with  a  petition  for  relief,  but  without  effeft.J  Towards 
the  clofe  of  this  year  George  Fox ,  having  returned  from 
Holland,  and  vifited  the  meetings  of  his  friends  in  various 
parts  of  England,  on  coming  to  London,  found  them  en¬ 
gaged  in  frefh  folicitations  for  relief  from  profecutions  on 
the  laws  made  againft  popifh  recufants  only;  and  he  joined 
them  in  thefe  applications;  but  a  fudden  prorogation  of 
parliament  put  a  flop  to  their  proceedings.  When  it  met 
again,  he,  Wm.  Penn ,  George  Whitehead ,  and  others,  renewed 
*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  539 — 544.  f  Id.  p.  394.  \  Id.  p.  425.  their 
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their  fuit,  and  they  conceived  fome  hopes  of  relief,  as  many 
of  the  members,  convinced  that  they  buffered  grievoufly 
and  unjuflly,  and  were  much  mifreprefented  by  their  adver- 
faries,  manifefted  a  tender  and  compaffionate  regard  towards 
them.  But  the  attention  of  parliament  -was  foon  called  off 
by  the  difcovery  of  what  was  called  the  popilh  plot;  an 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  alarm  this  occafioned,  to  increafe 
the  rigoious  perfecution  of  a  people  of  oppofite  principles 
and  conduft,  under  the  pretext  of  the  neceffity,  at  this  feafon 
of  danger,  to  exeit  additional  vigilance  in  guarding  again!! 
feditious  ailembhes;  and  fome  members,  whole  refidence, 
occupation,  and  manner  of  life,  were  well  known,  were  im- 
prifoned  under  a  pretended  fufpicion  of  being  papifts  or 
concealed  jefuits.*  Penn  had,  feveral  years  before  this, 
been  happily  fuccefsful  in  his  folicitations  for  friends  buffer¬ 
ing  by  heavy  fines  and  imprifonments  in  Ireland:  for  at  an 
half-yearly  meeting  held  at  his  houfe  in  1670,  an  account  of 
their  bufferings  wais  drawn  up  in  an  addrefs  to  the  lord- 
lieutenant,  which  was  prefented  to  him,  and  an  order  of 
council  obtained  for  the  releafe  of  thofe  who  were  im- 
prifoned.-j-  In  Scotland  the  perfecuted  members  of  this 
fociety  met  with  an  advocate  in  Barclay ,  and  owed  fome 
relief  to  his  powerful  exertions.  In  1676,  the  magiftrates 
of  Aberdeen  made  an  handle  of  the  declaration  iflued  by  the 
council  at  Edinburgh,  reinforcing  former  affs  of  parliament 
againft  conventicles,  to  opprefs  the  quakers ,  many  of  whom 
were  feized,  committed  to  prifon,  detained  near  three  months 
without  being  called  before  the  commiffioners,  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  able  defence  they  fet  up,  were  fined  in  different 
fums,  but  in  general  to  an  heavy  amount,  and  remanded  to 
prifon  till  the  fines  were  paid.  Robert  Barclay ,  being  then  in 
London,  gained  admittance  to  the  king,  delivered  to  him  a 
narrative  of  the  fevere  and  irregular  proceedings  of  the 
magiftrates,  and  interceded  with  him  to  recommend  their 
cafe  to  the  favourable  notice  of  the  council  of  Scotland. 
On  this  the  king  ordered  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  narrative  to  their  confideration.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  the  former  commiffioners  in  conjunction  with 
three  others;  but  their  liberty  was  not  obtained,  till  the  fines 
were  difcharged  by  exorbitant  and  oppreffive  difiraints! j 
*  Id.  p.433— 35.  f  Id.  p.  479  1  Id. p.460 — 470.  When, 
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When,  in  1680,  the  quakers  were  malicioufly  reprefented 
as  concerned  in  the  popifh  plot,  George  Fox  publifhed  a  de¬ 
claration,  addreffed  to  the  parliament,  in  defence  of  himfelf 
and  friends,  to  remove  fuch  fufpicions,  profeffing  it  to  be 
«  their  principle  and  tcftimony  to  deny  and  renounce  all 
“  plots  and  plotters  again!!  the  king  or  any  .of  his  fubje&s; 
“  that  in  tendernefs  of  confcience  they  could  not  fwear  or 
“  fight,  but  that  they  would  ufe  every  endeavour  in  their 
“  power  to  fave  the  king  and  his  fubjefts,  by  difeovering  all 
“  plots  and  plotters  that  fltould  come  to  their  knowledge: 
“  and  praying  not  to  be  put  on  doing  thofe  things,  which 
“  they  had  fufiered  fo  much  and  fo  long  for  not  doing.”j- 
When  in  the  fame  year  a  bill  was  brought  into  parliament 
to  exempt  bis  majeftf  s  protejlant  fubjefls,  diflenting  from  the 
church  of  England,  fro?n  the  penalties  of  the  a£l  of  the  35/Z?  of 
Elizabeth ,  the  quakers ,  with  a  laudable  attention  to  their 
own  eafe,  and  from  a  generous  fympathy  with  their  friends 
under  perfecution,  improved  the  favourable  opportunity  for 
promoting  liberty  of  confcience.  Divers  of  them  attended 
the  committee,  when  the  bill  was  committed,  early  and  late, 
in  order  to  folicit  the  infertion  of  fuch  claufes  as  might  give 
eafe  to  the  tender  confidences  of  their  friends,  whofe  reli¬ 
gious  diffent  was  fcrupulous  in  fome  matters  beyond  other 
diflenters;  and  they  obtained  a  claufe  to  be  inferted  for 
accepting  a  declaration  of  fidelity  inftead  of  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  Although  this  defign  failed,  by  the  bill  being 
loft,  yet  a  foundation  was  laid  for  reviving  and  completing 
it  in  the  fucceeding  reign  of  king  William  III.  But  in  the 
following  year  an  event  took  place,  which  muft  be  confidered 
as  giving  a  turn  to  the  fortunes  of  this  fociety,  and  advancing 
them,  in  the  event,  to  a  peculiar  degree  of  refpeftability  and 
influence.  Sir  William  Penn  had,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a 
confiderable  debt  due  to  him  from  the  crown,  either  for 
arrears  or  advances  made  to  government  in  the  fundry  expe¬ 
ditions  in  which  he  was  engaged,  while  he  was  employed  as 
an  admiral,  both  under  Oliver  Cronnvell  and  king  Charles 
the  fecond.  To  difeharge  this  debt  the  king,  by  letters 
patent  bearing  date  the  4th  of  March  1680-1^  granted  to 
his  fon  William  Penn ,  and  his  heirs,  that  province  lying  on 
the  weft  of  the  river  of  Delaware,  in  North- America, 

t  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  506.  formerly 
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formerly  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  and  then  called  the  New 
Netherlands.  I  his  grant,  by  which  Penn  and  his  heirs  were 
made  governors  and  abfolute  proprietors  of  that  traft  of 
land,  was  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  duke  of  Tork,  with 
whom  admiral  Penn  was  a  peculiar  favourite.  In  the  fum- 
mer  of  1682,  Penn  took  poffeffion  of  this  province,  and  he 
formed  a  government  in  it  on  the  moA  liberal  principles,- 
with  refpeft  to  the  rights  of  confcience.  The  leading  article 
of  his  new  conllitution  was  this:  u  That  all  perfons  living 
in  this  province,  who  confefs  and  acknowledge  the  one 
Almighty  and  eternal  God,  to  be  the  creator,  upholder, 
and  ruler  of  the  world,  and  that  hold  themfelves  obliged 
in  confcience  to  live  peaceably  and  juftly  in  civil  fociety, 
fhall  in  no  wife  be  moleAed  or  prejudiced  for  their  religious 
<c  perfuafion  or  practice  in  matters  of  faith  and  worfliip; 
“  nor  lhall  they  be  compelled  at  any  time  to  frequent  or 
“  maintain  nay  religious  worfliip,  place  or  miniAry  whatfo* 
ever.5’  This  fettlement,  inthefirA  inflance,  afforded  an 
afylurn  to  many  of  his  friends,  who  were  glad  to  remove  to 
a  government  formed  on  principles  of  humanity,  and  with  a 
religious  regard  to  juAice  and  equity  A  When  the  fyAem 
of  legiflation  was  matured  and  completed,  it  excited  the 
admiration  of  the  univerfe. '  This  oppreffed  fociety,  in  a 
few  years,  had  the  happinefs  and  honour  of  feeing  its  tenets 
Axed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic  in  fecurity  and  peace, 
and  itfelf  extending  through  a  wide  territory,  which  enlarged 
the  domains  of  their  native  country,  and  made  a  principal 
figure  in  the  new  world.  The  wifdom  and  virtues  of  the 
founder  of  this  government,  the  excellent  principles  on 
which  it  was  formed,  and  the  profperity  to  which  it  rofe, 
reflefted  credit  on  the  qnakers ,  and  gave  them  weight  in  the 
political  fcale.  Civil  fociety  has  felt  its  obligations  to  them. 
And  from  this  time  their  religious  profeflion  became  more 
aud  more  fecure  and  refpeffable.  The  prognoAications  of 
Willmm  Penn ,  it  hath  been  obferved,  have  been  remarkably 
verified.  £C  If  friends  here  keep  to  God,  and  in  the  jufiice, 
mercy,  equity,  and  fear  of  the  Lord,  their  enemies  will 
be  their  footfiool.” 

*  Gough,  vol.  ii.  p.  5 1 5,  and  vol.  iii.  p.  13 1 — 147, 
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